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As no alteration has taken place in the conduct of 
the New Annual Regifter; and as the little cavils 
which have been raifed againft it by interefted perfons, 
. have been completely filenced by time and experience, 
which have fanctioned our opinions, there is little to be 
faid in prefenting to our readers a new volume, 


Our Domettic-Hiftory will be. found to be chiefly oc- 
cupied, this year, by the very interefting debates of par- 
liament on the celebrated bills which produced fo mas 
terial an alteration in our fyftem of law concerning 
treafon and fedition,—on the conduét of the war,—and 
on the finances of the nation. In this department of the 
work, we have purfued our ufual mode, that of bring- 
ing together all the debates on every particular topic, in 
order to prefent to the reader the mott complete and 
fatisfactory view of the arguments on every fubject. 


The flighteft infpetion of our Foreign Hiftory will 
convince our readers that it is not compiled from newf- 
papers, or from any common fources of intelligence. It 
will, therefore, in many refpects, be found to difier from 
the accounts now generally received. We can, how- 
| ever, 
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ever, affure the public, that it is not the lefs genuine 
and authentic for that ; and we can further affyre them, 
that we have never prefumed to differ from the com- 
mon and official accounts, but where our information 
proceeded from fo fuperior an authority as to leave not 
a doubt but that it was right. Some explanation will 
alfo be found in this volume, of certain political tranf- 
actions, which have appeared in a myfterious light to 
moft perfons ; but thete affairs will be {till more am- 
ply elucidated in our next volume. 


On the literary parts of this volume, the ufual at- 
tention has been beftowed; and we truft they will not 
be found inferior to our former endeavours in thefe de- 


partments. 


CON- 


7 
| 
. 
i 
' 





ee a ee 





oe a eee 


: « ts 


ee Fm © 


CONTENTS. 





Y il E Hifory of Knowledoe, Learning, and Tafte, in Great Britain, dur. 


ing the Commonzvealth and the Ufurpation of Cromwell, page xiii 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN HISTORY, 


CHAP. I. 


Great Britain. Short Retrofped of political TranfaPions from the Commence. 


ment of the War. Humiliating Propofals of the French Republic to appeafe 
the Refentment of the Britifh Cabinet. Offer on the Part of the Republic to 
relinguifh her Colonies to Great Britain, as the Price ft Neutrality. State 
of Affairs at the Conclufion of 1 795 Meetings of the Corre onding So- 
ciety. Outrages offered to the King in his Way to and from th e Howfe of 
Lords. Examination of Witne(fes at the Bar of the Honfe. Proclanal jon 
for ap prehendi ing the Offenders. Proclamation again/t Seditious Meetings. 
Lord Grenville’s Motion in the Lords for a Bill for the Prefervation of bis 
Majejy’s Perfon and Government. Debate on that Motion. Bill read a 
Second Tine. Mr. Pitt’s Motion in the Houfe of Commons for a Bill to 
prevent Seditious Meetings and Affemblies. Warm Debate on that Bill. 
Mr. Fox's Mot‘on for a Call of the Houfe. Mr. Dundas’s De ‘Claration 
that the two Bills had been in Contemplation before the Outrage againft 
the King. Debates in the Lords on the Commitment of Lord Grenville’s 
Bill. Amendments propofed by the Duke of Leeds and Karl of Lauderdale. 
Lord Grenville’s Bill paffed in the Houfe of Lords. Public Meetings in 
Oppofition to the two Bills, Lord Grenville’s Bill read a fi rt Time in the 
Houfe of Commons. Mr. Sheridan's Motion for an Inguiry concerning 
Seditious Meetings. Further Debates in the Commons on Lord Grenville’s 
Bill Debateson Mr, Pitt’s Bill—in the Houfe of Commons—in the Houfe 
of Lords. RefieSions on thefe Bills. Never yet a&ed upon by Minifiry, ° 3 


2 


1796. a CHAP. 









CONTENT & 


CHAP... U. 


} ) his Maiefy’s Speech at the Opening of the Seffon. Debater on 

' as te TE ietean~ Fo the Lurds. Commitzee on the high Price 

of Corn. Bill renewed for ellowing a free Importation. Motions of the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer refpecting the Corn Laws, Sc. Debate om 
thefe Motions. Report of the Committee on the high Price of Grain. 
Bounty on Importation of Corn moved for by Mr. Pitt. Bill enabling Over- 
Jeers to extend Relief to the Poor at their own Hovfes. Mr. Whitbread’s 
Motion for raifing the Wages of Labourers. Negatived by the Interference 
and Influence of Mr. Pitt. Engagement entered inte by feveral Members of 
both Houfes to reduce the Con/umpticn of Wheat Flour in their Families. 
Motion of Sir Fohn Sinclais for the Cultivation of wafte Lands, 54 


ae 


| CHAP. IIL 


Committee of § “eho Scamen and Marines voted. General M*Leod’s Motion 
refpecting the Military Force of the Country. Army, Eftimates. Debate om 
that Subje?. General Smith's Motion for recommitting the Report of the 
Army Eftimates. Difeuffion on the Wef-India Expedition and the Barrack 
Syfem. General Swsith's Dketion relative to Barracks. Negatived, rk 3 


4 -~ 


» 


CHAP. IV. 


The Budget. Eftimates. Taxes. Debate concerning the Loan. Further 
Debates on thus Subject. Motion for aCommittee of Inquiry concerning it, 
Clofe Committee appointed. Report of the Committee. Debate on the Report. 

; Motion re/pefing the fictitious Mamburgh Bills drawn by the Treafury. 

' Debates on the Fote of Credit B:ll—In the Commons—e Jn the Lords. Op- 

' pofision to the Tax on Lobacco— To the Horfe Duty. Tax on Callicoes given 
: up. Debates on Collateral Succefion Tax. Tax on Landed Succeffion 


hy 
abandoned by the Di mijier, $2. 


ee 
~~ * 





CHAP. V. 


| Me flage from the Kiug relative to Peace. Debates on that SudjeA#—In the 
) Houje of Commons—Tn the Heufe of Lords. Mr. Gey’s Motion for Peace 
— Rejected. Maroon War. General M‘Leod’s Motion on that Subjed. 
Mr. Sheridan's Mot ign: fer Paper: retative to the Vek India Expedition.. 
Saccefive Debates on this Subje. Worjou relative to M. Sombreuil, and 
the Quiberon Expedition, omannee 


if 


H 


CHAP. VE 


Cape fe of tee general Condad? of Adirinifirasion. 
re - Gre 5 Motion in the Commons for the Expeachonent.of Mimi/? vs, Debate 
te ie Sardinian Sub tty. = Lord Giuildford’s Motion om the Condu& of 
AM: ters. Mr. Bex's Mesicu ant ie fame Su bie, 130 


8 CHAP, 


Difoffon im the Blow/fe of Lords on the 














_—” 





tate, 
‘0 speed ot 


_ 


Fe ee Re Bae 


. oy eee 
lit tale eis Gah coco Se Rs nti sand 


~ 





3 
‘ 


CONTENT 6, 


CHAP. VII. 


Finances. Mr. Grey's Motion on that Subje®. Mr, Pitt’s freond Budget. 


Debates on the new Tax Bills, Difeuffion on the Finances in - House of 
Peers, by Lords Moira, Greniille, ce. The Earl of Lauderdale’s Spee oh 
and Motion on the Jame Subjed?. .Difeuffion on the Game ie vs. The 
Slave Trade. Bill for ren dering permanent the Pejiminfier Police Kfa- 
blifhment. Bill introduced for the Relicf of the Quakers. Curate? A& 
Bill for Relief of infolvent Debtors threwn out, Colonel Cawthorne ex- 
peiled the Houfe: Diffelution of the Parliament, ts Chatader, 139 


CHAP. VIF. 


France.—Preparations for the Campatgn of 1796. Revolt of the Chiefs of 


the Vendée: Proclamaticn of Stojlét. Death of the rebel Chiefs, and Anal 
Submiffion of * the infurg rent Departments. QO; pening ¢ of the Ca: mparen in lraly. 
Command of the Army given to Bursaparte. Attack of the Combined Armies 
Victory of the French at the Battle of Monte Notte. Batile of Millejuro 

Brave Defe ace of the Piedmof tefe General Rovera. Defeat of the 4 dufirians 
with the Lofs of ten thonfantd Men. Surprine and Repulfe of the Evench 
at Dego by MarflalgPeaulicu, Ceva taken by the French. Retreat of 
Count Golli acvofs the Stura towards Turin. Defeat of the Piedmontefe 
Army at Cherafco. Sufpenfion ¢& Arms- demanded by the King of Sardinia. 
Peace concluded betzween the Fre. ch Repuotic and his Sardinian Maye iy at 
Paris. Conditions of the Treaty. Refieions on the Tic 1th Obfe vations 
on the Mode of Conducting thé War. Sedanentiea of r edmont by Marfral 
Beaulieu. Poffefion of the Piedmontefe Fortrefes by the French. Prepa- 
rations made by Beaulien to prevent the Paffagé of the Po at Valenza. Paf- 
Sage of the Po by the Fréach at Placentia. Defeat of the Aufirians a 
Fombio. Rep ule of the Aufiri tans at Codogno. Death of General Lahar pe. 
Armiftice folicited Ly the Dukes of Parind add Bidena, DB efeat of the 
Auftrians at the Bridge of Lodi. Conqueft of Lombardy. Caufes of the 
Difcontents between the French Republic and the United States of Auterica. 
General Wafhington’s intercepted Letter to. Mr. Morris. Reptefentatiey us 
made to the French Direciovy to prevent an immediate Rupiuve, Rife and 

Progre/s of the Difcontents in Holland. Negotiations ! the difcont tented 
Party with the French Government. Affembly of ihe Dutch Convention. 
State of Parties. Declaration of War opuinf Engl. ind. Prepojit.ens 
made at Bafle by the Encglifh Amba ffador Tor opening a Nevetiation wih 
France. Remonfirances of the —— Directory with the ¢ Canton af Bafle. 
Envoy Extraordinary fent from Bajie to Paris, Appoi ntment of a Minifter 

of the Police. Tr subles in the South of France. dafarredlion in the D. part 
ment of the Nicevre. Proclamation of the Directory, . Fadobin Sorieries Mut 
up. Severe Laws enadied againf? them. Re volt of the . pal ef the 
Police. Confpitacy of Babeuf. Troubles occafgned by the xeofraSocy 
Glergy. Laws tifpesting the Divifton of the Efates of ' Lmigrants, 182 


az GHAP, 











Cc ON 





TENT? 


CHAP. IX. 


Opening of the Campaign on the Riine. Or of the Campaizn. rpm 
the Sieg. ViGtorics of the French at Altenkirchen. Paffage of the ahn. 
Attack of the French by Prince Charles. Retreat of the French to their 
forsner Pojitions. Pajjage of the Rhine by the Army under Moreax. Kehl 
aten, Aulvian Army in Italy take Refuge in Mantua. French take Pof- 
feffion of Leghorn, Entrance of the Frevch Army on the 7 erritories of the 
Pope. Surrender of Bologna, Ferrara, and Urbino. Armiftice concluded 
qvith Naples and the Pope. Comeditions of the Armifttce. “Petition of the 
French Artifis azainft the Removal to Paris of the Monuments of the Arts 
from Italy. Refusal of the DiveMory. Operations of the French Army in 
the Brifgaw. Return of Prince Charles from the Lower Rhine to the Af- 
fihance of General urmfer. Battle of Reuchen, Baitle of Radfadt. 

General 7 urdan advances to Frankfort. _Batile of Ettingen. Retreat of 
the Imperial Army into Germany. Paffage of the Rhine at Huningue. 
French in Pofeffion of the Courfe of the Rhine. Trial of the Murderers of 
September 702- Acquittal of the Infurgents in the Affair of V endemiaire. 
Canes and Confequences of that Infurredtion. Affairs of Finance. Extinc- 
tion of the Afignats and Refcriprions. Creation of Mandats. Loans in- 
forcing their Circulation, Great Depreciation of this Paper. Forced Loans. 

" “Ssate of the Public Revenue. Various Modes of granting the Supplies. 

| Sup/rejion of religious Honfe sin the Low Countries, Expuljion of the Poze’s 

Fueoys from Parts, Difmifion of the Sardinian Ambaffador. Difmiffion 

of the Plenipotentiary from the Duke of Tufcany. Expulfion of the Swedifh 


Envoy, ae 207 


-> —_——-——_ 








CHAP. Z. 


Arrival . 
sb Meuhia railed. Lhe Pope takes Ps/Jrfion of Ferrara. Defeat of the 
Aufrian Avny on the Mincio. Defection of the Polifh Soldiers from the 
Teperial Ave y Condu& of the Milanese during the Contef. The French 
Avy under Meorvean i Po elion of the whole Circle of Skabia. The Army 
undir Fe urdan in P d leikon of the Circle of Franconia, Peace concluded be- 
rveen the French Republic and the Princes of Wirtemberg and Baden. 
Alliance cfenfive and defenftve formed between the French Republic and 
Spain. New Treaties between the French Redublic and Prafia. Secret 
th J ticles of the , treat r. elms e of Nurem ere by the King of Pruffia. 
Further Projects of that Prince defeated by the Retreat of Fourdan’s Army. 


L of General Wurmfer in Italy. Repulfe of the French, Siege of 





: Caufes of that Retreat. Moreau advances into Bavaria. Atiack on 
be Sour dar: 5 Ar) "ys Rapi. Res: tat of this Army to the Banks of the Lower 
Rhine. Critical Situation of General Moreau. Advances to Munich. levies 


Con, rou froms OM the kile&or of Ra varia, and Con ‘ludes an Arm fice culth 
him. Prove€P of Moreau to recall the Archduke from the Pur {uit of Fourdan. 
Failure of that Proje. Retreat of Moreau from Bavaria. ViSory ceinid 
by him over the Auflvian Army. Surrounded by tmenent Dano rs 2 Cuts 
¥ .- » “»® Pb . - ° ‘> * ° 

his lay through the Pajjes of the Black Fore. Repajes the Rhine at 


Brijac 












_ Seq o 





C Oy > 2 .&:,.8-e@ 


g Brifae and Huningue. RefledLions on the Benefits refulting to the French 
1 from the Invafion of Germany. Conjeural Bencfits refulting- to the Auftri- 
ans. Evacuation of Nuremberg by the King of Prufia. RefeSions cn the 
Conducd of this Monarch. Defeat of the Aujirians before Rew eredo, and 
March of the French Army to Trent. Defeat of Wurwfer at Bajfane. 
Wurmfer takes Refuge in Mantua, — ~~ 219 


CHAP. XI. 


Troubles in the South of France. Babeuf and his Accomplices ordered to be 
tried by the high National Court. Dronet efcapes yr nt Prifon, Attack 
of the Facobins on the Camp of Grenelle. Lrial of the Infurgents bya 
Military Commision. Caufes of the Diforders in various Lepa tments of the 
Republic. General . Imnejiy propofed. Difcuffion on the Law of 3d Bru- 
maire. Amend ent of ‘that Law. State of Ge neva, - State of the Church 
and the Cle rey im France. State of the ( thurch in Holland. State of Lite- 
vature in France. Report of the DireMory refie&ing the Liands of the 

Mauritius. State of St. Domingo. Hti/ory o, the Revol: in Grenada. 

Redudtion of St. Lucia, of St. Vincents. The Marvon war in Jamaica, 230 


CHAP. XII. 


Laws prohibiting the Introdi&ion of Enzlift Marufofures into see Hand, prgnct, 
and Spain. Adhefion of the Ge, fe 1o the French. Evacuation of Corh 
Peace concluded with Naples and Parma. Negotiations it the Pigs, 
Formation of the Ci/padane Republic. Attack of the French on Nes ain, d- 
land. Capture | f the Dutch Fleet at the Cape of Good Hope. Defeat | of the 
Imperial :fi Sal \cuwied. Battle of Arcole. Defeat « J General Alvinui : State 
of Finances) Regulations refpetiing the Lif? of Emig:ants. Refufal of the 
Diredlory to admit the American Anbaffador. Recall of the French Am- 
baffador from the United States. Nevotiation of the Englih Government 
with the Direfory for Peace. Failure of sthe Nege otiation, Affairs of 
Holland. Failure of tie projeFed Defeen it of the Fresch on [reland. The 
Pope forms an Alliance with the Emperor of Germany, and makes warlike 
Prepar ations. Formation of the confederated C: South of the Ps into one 
Resublic. C. nflitution of ¢ reneva. Siege of K hi. "Gallas y of the French 
General Defaix. Surrender of Kchl.  Reetiors on the Campaign Gene- 
ral State of Europe. Death of the Empre/s of Ruffia, Concluding Ob- 
Servations, 260 








PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES, () 
PU B’L- I°G’"P AP E-R S. 





Refolutions + tee Negotiation with the French Reoublicy moved in the 


“Houfe of Commons, by M:. Grey, Feo 15, 1796, (82) 

Refolutions concerning the Public Ex:enditure, moved in the Honfe of Commons, 
1 on the 7th of Ma;, 1790, by Mr Grey, ~—-- (ibid.) 
Re Saptp concerning the Publie Expenditure, moved in the Houfeé of Lords. on 
enc 2d of May, 1796, by the Marquis of Pa nf down, a (84) 

a3 Reo 









ew 








f 
" 





CONTENTS. 


Refolutions qtoved in the House of Commons, on the roth of May, 1796, by * 


Mr. Fox, for an Addvefs to his Majefty, on the Condud of Adminiftration, 
in the Commencement and Progre/s of the War, —_—_- (85) 
His Majefy’s Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, May 19, 1795, (89) 
His Majeiy's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, Odtober 6, 1796, (go) 
A idvefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, moved by Lord Marpeth, 9°} 
Addre/s of the Houfe of Lords, moved by Earl Bathurf, > 93) 
Amendment to the abowe Addrefs, moved by Earl Fitzwilliam, and nee atived. 
without a Divifion, (95) 





Som ORR 5 
Prete of Earl Fitzwilliam againft the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to the 


Throne, on bis Majefly’s Speech, ANNOUNCINE the opguing of a Negotiation 
Jor Peace evi th the Fre nch Re, ublic, oe eas (ibid.) 


P roceedings* tn th? Hou fe of Commons, Dec. 14, 1796, refpeding a Vote of 


Cenfure on ddminifiration, for ifJuing certain Sums of Money without the 

Con/ent of Parliament, ne eieeaeie (99) 
His Maj fy's Mejage to the Houfe of Commons, Dee. 17, 1796, (ibid.) 
Procecdings in the Houfe of Commons, Dec. 29, 1796, on the Subjed of the 
(100) 
His Majeft,'s Mcfage to the Houje of Peers, prefented Dec. 26, 1796, (ibid.) 
Proceedings of the Honfe of Peers on his Mayefy’s Meffage, ——- (101) 
Proceedings in the Honfe of Commons, Dec. 30, 1796, om a fimilar Meffage 





Le fi» 7, Ff fT, Aa -—_- — ed 
r¢eCceai re Meflage, 


delivered on the fame Day with the preceding, a (103) 
Speech of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to both Houfes of 
Parliament, Fan. 21, 1796, ca — (104) 


Speech of the 8, eaker of the lrifa Houfe of Commons, on prefenting the Bills of 
Supply to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the Royal Ajfent, (106) 
Speech of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireiand, to both Houfes of Pailiament, April 
15, 1796, _—— (ibid. ) 
Sjeech of she Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to both Houfes of Parliament, O¢. 
13, 1796, — —— — (108) 
Manifijo again? Great Britain, by the National Ajembly reprefenting the 
Batavian Nation, May 2, 1796, — (1 10) 








Man: foto of the Court of Spain againftf Great Britain, O&. 5, 1796, (115) 
Anfwer of the Pritfa Governmint to the S, anifh Declaration of War, (1 17) 
Note tranimtte. to M. Barthel my, Ambafjador from the French Repuslic to 
the Helvetic Bod , hy Mr. Wickham, his Sritannic Majefty’s Minifter Pleni- 
poteatrary to ihe Swifs Cantons, March 8, 1796, —a— (3,23) 
Noie trarfmitted to Mr. Wickham by M. Barthelemy, March 26, 1796, 





si (33 
Note, publifled by the Court of London, as a Comment on the above Corre/pon- 
* mee , oo (126) 
0% c | p by the Britifh Government, relative to ae 
Ne < ty ca fivcen ti Ye é h Re ublic and Great Britain, (126) 
Manififlo of ihe ‘ya Covernment againf{ France, —— (149) 
Dee ry fy W his Club, iret to affeciate for the Repeal of the Treafon 
and Sedition Bis, — - — 15 
A) Js of the City of London to his Mayefly on the fafe Delivery pe 
p nes of Wales aud the Hirth of a 4 rince/s, —~ (158) 
wheres J tie Lily of Londen to her Mayefty om the fame Occafon, (159) 


Copy 


hi. Pech, ; ee ee SE ee ed 





—— 


~ 
2 











- 
a) 


«* 
ag 


ee i ee ee en ee ee a 








CON TEN T'S, 


é 


. Copy fa Circular Letter from the Duke of Portland te the Lieutenanis of- 


Counties on the Sea Coaft, dated ‘4 hitebal!, Nowember 5, 1796, (159) 
A Proclamation of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland againft illegal 
and treafnable Affociarions, ncnnoniees (160) 
A Proclamation by the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, detiaring 
certain Paxts of the County of Down in a State of Dflurbance, (161) 
Treaty of Peac é, concluded between the French Repu! blic and the King of Sar- 
dinia, May 1S, 8790, (162) 











| Treaty sd Peace concluded between the French Republic and the King of 





‘the Two Sicities, Od?. 10, 1 790 (165) 
Treaty of silliance offenfive and defenfive between the French Republic 
and the King of Spain, Aug. 1, 1796, ed (167) 


Treaty between the King of Pruffa and the French Republic, re/peing 


he Neutrality of the North of Ges YrMaANYs Aug. 5» 1796, _——— (17 QO). 
Anfwer of the Prefident of the United States of America, to the Refolution 
pyfed b the Houfe of Reprefentatives, on - 24th of March 1796, which 
had for ts Obje to procure a Copy of the Injrutions granted to Mr. Fay 
relati ve to the Treaty with Great Bri fain, -_—_—— (171) 
Refolutions pal d by ke Houfe of Reprejentatives of the United States, on the 
oth of Ah ral, 1796, ao (173) 
Avdref of G. orge te albington, Prefident, to the Citizens of the United States, 
on bs invended Refignation, ~— -— (174) 
Note prefented to the American Secretary of State, by Citizen Adet, Minifter 
P lenipotentiary rrom the French Republic, Of. 19, 1796, —— (186) 
Extra from the Ree rifter of Refoiuti ms of the Executive Diredory of the 
14th Mefivor, \th Year f the French Republic, one and indivifibley (188) 
Anfrver of the Executive Government of America to Citizen Adct’s Note, in- 
clofing the Decree of the Direélory refpe cling Neutral Veffels, - (189) 
A lroclamation a George Wafbing ton, P refident of the United States of Ame- 











rica, — ———— (191) 
Speech of George Wafbingten, Prefident of the United States f America, to 
both Houses of Conre/s, ecomber 7s 1796, _— (193) 


Addrefi of tho Scnare, prefented by their Prefident, Fohn Adams, to the Pref- 
dent of ihe United States, in Anfwer to the above Speech, December 125 














1 96, —— (197) 
The Prefident’s Reply, —— (199) 
BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES AND CHARACTERS. 
Chea wacter of C' sfino de? Med ‘ci, — [3] 
Review of the Charader of Lorenzo de’ Medici, — Ls 
Memoirs of the Abate Mctaflaio, = — [8 
Life and Charaéler of Ap ith ony R apbael Mengs, —_—-. [21] 
Portrait of the Marquis Azo the Second, ————. [32] 
Particulars of the earlier Years of Mr. Gibbon, oe [39] 


MANNERS OF NATIONS. 


Alanners oft he Inhabitants g Paramaribo, ——— 133 
Defeription of the Perfons, Se. of the Northern Indians, _ [63 
Genuine Aceoi nt ef the Nimiquas, ° . (73) 
Picture of the Houzon. nas, ee es [80] 
A L. 




















cON TENT 6. 
CLASSICAL AND POLITE CRITICISM. 


Critical Remarks on the Hiflorical Charaéters of Shak{peare, [8s] 
Pecaliar Exc llencies in Handel's Majic, aon | c ] 
Qualitics necefary for Students in Painting, —_— 94] 


PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 


Intercfing Remarks by Dr. Herfchel, 
Account of the nave Gold in flail, 


On Plica ¢ olen ca, 
Account of the lynx of Abruz~o, 
Of the Cultivation of the Olive Tree, 


AMIN: T-1.Q.U I.F.1 ES 


[100] 


[105] 
[107] 
[109 ] 











Conjelure on the Ufe of the ancient terraffcd Works, — [rr4] 
Exvpence of the Rojas H yferold in Eng land, at different Periods, [i17) 
ade 4 cont of em ia a: dens near he ndony -_— [122] 

Sheth of the Hiflory of Sugar in ea ly 1 imes, -_— [123] 


MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS6G., 


Concluding Efay on the Science of Orchardings -——— [131] 
Account oF the Draizave of a Maryh necr Maraztion, —— [138] 
Mithod v7 preparing Opium from i oppies grown in England, [144] 
On the Means of making Bread from Rice alone, “= [146] 


PSOE FoR ¥. 
Ode for the New Year, by Hei ary James Pye, E/q. [148] 


Lhe Influence of poeticat Perfor ificati ons and Ailegories on Emitative Art and 
Ne al Hae pinch and the be! of the it rigid & Sophifiry which abounds it 








Mie. CTR ee sfophi hoa wir cf My [149] 
ao r! iy Or : ie y - Ambit iro; ; aid of “the Fiends wwho frequent its fe 52] 
S “] T 5d ront and Ab é lay — [154] 


Invocation t) Fa my and For et; u'nef. to chaj? away the Demon Memory, (150 ] 
Hoyle Lake, a M oem, written-en that Ceaff, and laddrefjid to its P roprietor, 





Ji?’ 7 ON Stanley, — Gaeyraea [ i 58] 
2. ae ie 

Ouse on bis Mayefi’s Birh Day, by iis bry Pye, Eq. f Go] 
Ode to Bert: Greato ea, ave ded to countered the E het of the mifaken and 
4 sf Paid r ¢ 4 his a Vay’ Me's ae Mi by Mr. G? ‘ay in Ais Ode CA a 
. ‘ fs Le | f eet J ON G lege, em i 62] 
Thal tio og h- Iniuence oj Lo-al Attachment with rofpeF to ome, mF 64] 
Le ’ pf ) ad) bah s = ; eee [167] 
Reva } i avarva vt am the How/> of Ridicule, -__ [ 1! 3] 
Out © % @ 4 i” pe re. ia t/ é liland of i ‘an Vs —_———- f I 1g] 
: i “ ‘ mi rv Pjiaii ‘s . , a } — [*70] 
4 Oiddijloncn OF Lhe Lals Of ibe Autvors Dau; bters ws [172] 

DOMESTIC ] “ERATURE of ¢)- 9% _ 
LITERAYT \ RE of t 4 Vea 1796, ————» [174] 
FOREIGN LITERATURE of the Year 1756,  —— [271] 


3 THE 


ih Riche fror]. 
——s 


rd Fi 


patty 


aoe 


ae 


=e 































me — _ — owen A A a Se RS 


- 
EE ——— 


—— 





T HE 
a ge ye oe 


O F 


— 
2% 


KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING, 
AND TASTE, 


IN GREAT BRITAIN, 


“a During the Commonwealth and the Ufurpation of CRomwett. 


T has frequently been remarked, that, in periods of 
public commotion and of civil anarchy, the nobleft 
energies of the human mind are often called forth to 
action ; and if we have to witnefs much calamity, vice, 
and horror, the profpect is fomewhat cheered by exam- 
ples of virtue uncontaminaic« d by intereft, and of genius 
unfettered by timidity. Yet the thort fpace of time which 
elapfed from the depofition of the firft Charles to the ac- 


ri cetlion of his fon, prefents us with not many names of 
eminence in literature, which were unnoticed in the pre- 
3 ceding period. There was certainly a Jarge mafs of 


learning depotited at this time im various h: nde: but that 
learning was obfcured OF pedantry ; and the fcieuce, as 
wetl as the morals of the age, was peiverted by fanatt 
ciim. It was an age of pre jecis, but thofe projects par- 
tock of ali the wildne!s of anarchy; and hiftory and poli- 
tics were devafed, as they too coma monly are, by a devoe 
tion to pariy. 
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~The rapid tranfition of the human mind from torpid 

ignorance to reftlefs {peculation, from ftupidity to error, 
was, perhaps, never more ftrongly inftanced than in thofe 
aves which immediately: fucceeded the reformation. A 
blind devotion to the papal decrees, an averfion to in- 
quiry, an indifference to knowledge and to tafte, charac- 
terized fueceflive ages ‘and generations, of which {carcely 
4 monument remains, except upon the tables of chrono- 
logy. An accidental difcovery, the invention of printing, 
feems to have awakened thé European world from its 
mental lethargy; and no fooner was religtous liberty re- 
fiored, and the fcriptures refcued from the ftrong and 
fterile grafp of the papal hierarchy, than a fcene of confufion 
enfued, — every, man heard them in his own tongue; or, 
more properly, he forced them to {peak a language con- 
genial to the caprices of his own imagination. 


The ardour for theological fpeculation was fomewhat 
reprefied, as we have already feen, by the arbitrary inter- 
ference of government during the reigns of Elizabeth and 
her immediate fucceffor, But thefe impediments were 
no fooner removed by the downfall of Charles, and the 
fevere, though not wholly unmerited, punifhment of 
Laud, than the utimoft latitude was given to the excur- 
fions of the imagination; and there was fcarcely a doc- 
trine or text of {cripture which could be perverted, that 
did not ferve as the foundation on which fome clafs of 
enthufias erected a new form of religion. The difciples 
ef Calvin were divided into various parties; many of 
them embraced with avidity the tenets of the anabap- 
ufts, and a fill larger party of the old puritans difcover- 
ed that even the preibyterian church was not fufliciently 
democratical; that the church of Corinth had a com- 
plete independent jurifdiction within itfelf; and they de- 
termined, in confequence, that every particular and di- 
ftinct congregation of chriftians muft have a full power 
to regulate all its own concerns without the aid of 
either bifhops or fynods, and independent of all connexion 
with other churches. This party, from their particular 

tenets, 
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tenets, were termed Independents ; and with this party it 
yvas, that the artful and ambitious Cromwell thought pro- 
per to connect himfelf. Where there exifts no regular 
principle of aflociation, where there is no conneéted 
government or fubordination in any fociety, that fociety, 
whether civil or religious, will more readily be reduced 
under the yoke of flavery. The prefbyterian party under 
Cromwell, therefore, loft all its weight and importance 
in the ftate ; fome of its members were fubjeted to the 
feverity of perfecution ; the independents, of all the greater 
feéts, were alone admitted to the favour of the proteétor, 
while fome of the weaker and leaft numerous of the other 
fetis enjoyed perfect toleration, if not protection, from the 
court. 


It is difficult to ftop the progrefs of innovation, and it 
is mott difficult in religious fpeculation. The indepen- 
dents themfelyes divided, after fome time, into a number 
of fubordinate feéts; and fome of them, by interpreting 
the obfcure parts of fcripture in a literal fenfe, embraced 
and propagated the wildeft doétrines, and the moft ab- 
furd delufions, The Ranters received their name from 
the violence of their extemporaneous harangues, and 
from their ridiculous and unnatural gefticulation, The 
Antinomians, not content with rejecting entirely the Jew- 
ith difpenfation, and cancelling even the moral precepts 
of the law, extended the docirine of juftification by the 
death of Chrift to an unwarrantable extreme, and aflerted 
that juftification precedes the birth of the individual, and 
that it is impotlible that by any part of his conduét he 
can become obnoxious to future punifhment. The Fifth- 
mionarchy-men, exulting in the overthrow of temporal 
fovereignty, applied the prophecies which relate to the 
advent of Chriit in their literal fenfe ; they afferted that 
this was the feafon indicated by the prophets, in which 
Chritt was to reign with his elect upon earth; fome of 
them even -aflumed the prophetic chara¢ter, proclaimed 
themfelves the precurfors of the Lord, and pronounced 
potitively the fpeedy downtall ‘of all other principalities 
and powers, 

Among 
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Among the numerous pretenders to the gift of prophe- 
cy, few were more fuccefsful than the celebrated Lodo- 
wick Muggleton, who, from the humble ftation of a jour- 
neyman taylor, was fuddenly exalted into the founder of 
a feét. His affociate was a perfon of the name of Reeves, 
who was perfeétly on a level with him both as to ftation 
and erudition. ‘They exhibited themfelves as the two 
laft witnefles of God; they affumed an abfolute power 
of difpenfing damnation or falvation to mankind; and 
preached that che end of the world was at hand. From 
the nature of their tenets, however, their popularity was 
but of thort duration The difappointment of a predic- 
tion is generally fatal to the reputation of the prophet : 
—their credit, therefore, furvived them but a few years ; 
and we believe the fect is now nearly, if not utterly, 
extinct. 


Mott of thefe vifionaries had their advocates. But few 
of the produétions which contain their literary hiftory, 
have defcended to pofterity ; and thefe are only depofited 
in the libraries of ecclefiaftical antiquarians. They in- 
deed trufted more in general for the propagation of their 
doctrines to the force of their extempore eloquence, than 
to the excellence of their compofitions. Enthufiafm is 


an active principle, and but feldom fubmits to the patient 
drudgery of literary labour, ; 


While a frig regard to truth obliges us to afcribe 
the origin ol the quaker profetiion to a {pirit of enthu- 
fiaim in its firft preachers, yet we mutt acknowledge 
that religious enthufiatin has never appeared in a more 
amiable torm, nor was ever blended with purer and 
more refined principles of morality. George Fox, the 
famous founder of this refpeéable fect, was born at 
Drayton in Leicefterfhire, and exercifed the humble 
occupation of a fhoe-maker for a confiderable time in 
the town of Nottingham. He is reprefented to have 
been of a pentive and retired temper; and as fober man- 
ners in that clafs of life are commonly conneéted with 
a devotional fpirit, his leifure hours were fpent in the 
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affiduous ftudy of the fcriptures. He at lerigth’ publicly 
roclaimed himfelf to be an infpired preacher j and the 
himplicity of his manners, thie purity ot his life, the genes 
ral utility and excellence of his precepts, and his adroit 
nefs in defending his tenets upon the principles of feri 
ture, foon attracted a number of difciples. He declaimed 
with vehemence and with energy againft the vices of the 
age.—He condemned war, and prov redi it incontettably to 
be altogether inconfiftent with the. chriftian profeftion: 
Oaths, upon every occafion, he regarded.as a fpecies of 
blafphemy. — He firenuoufly recommended fimplicity in 
a and frugality in all domettic arrangements. ‘The 
perfecutions which this good man, this traly apoftolical 
preacher, endured in his cadéavours to reform a corrupt 
yet bigoted age, are a {tigma on the times in which he 
lived, and a diferace to profefling chriftians. The ufurper 
Cromwell himifelf felt the force of his rebukes; and his 
military defpotif{m tottered before the preacher. of peace *. 
His foldiers themfelves were unable to retift that reafon- 
ing which proved from the gofpel the unlawfilnefs of 
their profefiion ; and the fatellites of tyranny became’ the 
apoftles of peac e, and the martyrs of religion. Not only 
many of the converts of Fox, therefore; were feverely 
punith ed, but he himielf was fubjected to a rigorous im- 
prifont ment by the orders of the government; and the reft 
of the quaker preachers were enjoined lilence under fevere 
penalties: ——but what human authority can filence or coun- 
teract the force of truth? 


Among the military converts of Fox, one of the moft 
extraordinary was James Naylor, who had been bred a 


* The following ftory 3 is told by Whitlocke, p. §99- Some quakers at 
Hafington in Northumberland coming to the iminitter on the fabbath- 
dav, and {peaking to him, the people ‘fell upon the quakers, and almott 
kille ‘d one or two of them, who going out fel! on their knees, and ores 
God to pardon the peo} ile. who kat ‘w not what they did: and after- 
wards {peaking to the people, fo convinced them of the evil they “had 
done in beating them, -that the country people fei] a- ~quaste ling, and 
beat one another more than they had before beaten the quakers. 
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farmer, but who, during the civil wars, had enliffed-as @ 
foldicr in the parliamentary army. Naylor foon became 
a preacher among the new feét ; and his zeal fy ry 
unaccompanied by talents. But the modefty and fimpli- 
city which characterized the quakers in general, were, in 
the violence of enthufiafm, or in the career of vanity, for- 
gotten by Naylor. Not content with affuming the pro- 
phetic character, it is faid he arrogated to himfelf titles 
which approached to blafphemy, and difgraced religion 
by the extravagancies which he committed. His followers 
participated in his zeal and his infanity ; and (if we may 
credit contemporary writers), as he paffed through Briftol 
in his way to London from the wett, the multitude who ace 
companied him, proclaimed him as the promifed Mefliah, 
and, in imitation of our Saviour’s entry into Jerufalem, 
fung, as they marched before him, the facred hymn — 
“ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth — Hofannah in 
the higheft, &c.” So grofs a mockery of religion was 
not to be endured by fanaticifm itfelf... The pretended 
prophet was apprehended by the magiftrates, and fent to 
London to be examined by the parliament. The parlia- 
ment, in this inftance, departed from their funétions as 
legiflators, and aflumed the complex character of judges, 
jury, and accufers. The fentence Was as fevere as it was 
probably unjuft; and the irregularity of the proceedings 
leads us to fufpect the truth of the evidence on which 
he was faid to be convicied. Either his fufferings reftored 
him to his right fenfes, or (what we are difpofed to be- 
lieve) his errors had been grofsly exaggerated and mif- 
reprefented, im his confinement he compofed feveral 
tracts in a ftrain of piety, bordering indeed on enthufiafm, 
but in a fpirit of humility little contifient with the charges 
of blafphemy alleged againft him. The writings of the 
quakers in general were, however, at this period but 
little noticed without the narrow boundaries of their own 
fect. In the fucceeding reign the tenets of the fociet 
were acutely detended by the learning and talents of a 
Barclay ; and their conftitution was organized and di- 
gefted by the judgment of a Penn. 
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The. Socinian doéirines, which had: been ptblithed in 
Poland in the,latter end of the preceding century, had at 
this period made but little progrefs in Great Britain; yet 
the doctrine of the Trinity was vigorouily impugned by 
John Biddle, a ftudent of Magdalen hall, Oxford, and 
mafter of the free fchool of Crypt, in,{the city of Glou- 
cefter, who. fuffered’ a long and. rigoreus, imprifonment 
from the Calviniftic party in the Jong; parliament, and was 
at length tried for his life on the, infamous, ordinance of 
blafphemy, which was pafled, by that body, and was ref- 
sand from. the. fatal efleds..of hia profecution only by 
the interference of Cromwell. It does not appear. that 
Biddle was .converfant with -the writings of the Polifl 
brethren; and his. objegtions to the received dogtrjne of 
the Trinity were chiefly confined, to the divinity .of the 
Holy Ghoft, He was committed to prifon along with 
fr ta diflenters after the reftoration, where he foon con- 
tracted a difeafe, of which he died. 


The more powerful and: numerous feéts; thofe. which 
at, different periods of this fluétaating government: en- 
joyed the favour and protection of -the legiflature and the 
court, it may well be imagined, included among» their 
partizans feveral men of great and eminent talents. 
Among the preibyterians there are none whofe names 
have defcended to potterity with a reputation equal to 
that of Matthew Poole, and Edmund Calamy. Mr, Poole: 
was, however, only Known, at the period of which we are 
now treating, as the author of fome ufeful traéts, and as 
a man of confiderable erudition. His great work, the 
Synopfis Criticorum Bibliorum, was not undertaken till 
the fucceeding reign, after his ejeétion from, the church: 
of St. Michael-le- (uern, of which he was rector upwards 
of twelve years. Edmund Calamy was, as wellas Matthew 
Poole, educated at Cambridge ; and, in the year 1739, was 
chofen by the parithioners, minifter of St. Mary, Aldermar- 
bury. Very early in life he evinced ftrongly his antipathy 
to the Arminian party; and this circumfiance, it is al- 
leged, prevented his obtaining a fellowthip in the univer- 
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fity; though his literary acquirements and his ftanding 
both entitled him to it, and though his charaéter was 
unblemithed. © Mr. Calamy commenced his ecclefiaftical 
career as a conformift to the church of England, and is faid 
rather to have objeéted to the forms under which eptfco- 
acv was eftablifhed in this country, than to epifcopacy 
itfelf. ‘Thoughthe occafionally preached before the houfe 
of commons durihg the interregnum, yet he took no part 
in the violent proceedings of the republican party, and. 
oppofed the beheading of the king with conftancy and: 
courage. During the vifurpation of Cromwell he was 
paflive ; yet when called upon: to declare his fentiments, 
he was far from approving that proceeding. There’ is 
indeed a remarkable ftory of our author related by Harry 
Neville, one of the council of ftate, which 1s deferving 
the notice of all pofterity, fince it conveys to the refleét- 
ing reader the real fecret of every tyrannical government, 
and the means by which the liberties of mankind are 
wrefted from them. When Cromwell firft afpired to the 
fupreme dignity, defirows ot the fupport of the prefby- 
terian clergy, he fent for fome of the moft eminent of the’ 
city divines, informing them that, as a matter of con- 
fcience, he would '‘{ubmit his arguments and his feruples 
to their determination. Among thofe who attended, was 
Mr. Calamy;'and he oppofed the project of Cromwell’s 
lingle government with equal boldnefs and force, and 
endeavoured to prove it not only unlawful but impra&ti- 
cable, aflerting that it was evidently againft the fenfe of . 
the nation, and that ne out of fen would openly oppofe 
it. “ Weil,” replied Cromwell, “ if that is all, fuppofe [ 
fhould difarm the nine, and put the {word into the tenth 
man’s hand, will not that, think you, effect the bufinefs ?” 


Mr. Calamy was one of the non-conformift divines 
who were principally concerned in writing the famous 
book known by the name of Smeétymuuus, which, 
in the vear 1641, gave, as he himfelt exprefles it, ** the 
hrit mertal blow to epifcopacy.” It is entitled, “ An 
Aniwer to a Book entitled, An bumble Remonftrance ; in 
which 




















OF KNOWLEDGE, &c. xki 


which the Original of Liturgy and Epifcopacy is difcuffed, 
&c. written by Smectymnuus,” a word compofed of the 
initial letters of its authors’ names, viz. Stephen Marfhal, 
Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young, Matthew Newcomen, 
and William Spurftow, all of them men of note and re- 
putation among the non-conformifts. Dr. Jofeph Hall, 
bifhop of Exeter, who was mentioned in one of our pres 
ceding volumes, was the author of the Humble Remon- 
ftrance ; and a controverfy of fome length was carried on 
between him and the Smectymneans. But the worthy 
and pious prelate was fcarcely equal to a conteft with 
fuch acute and able antagonifts, whatever advantage he 
might have in point of evidence and fatt. Though Mr. 
Calamy was at firft rewarded for his loyalty by being 
appointed chaplain in ordinary to Charles the Second, he 
foon experienced the ingratitude which was fo peculiarly 
the characteriftic of that execrable prince, and was ejeét- 
ed from his living, and even committed to prifon, on lone 
trifling accufation. The learned and pious Baxter was 
alfo at this period in fome repute — the prefbyte- 
rians; but as his literary labours were chiefly confined 
to the fucceeding period, we muft referve his charaéter 


S 
for our next volume. 


It is not eafy to decide in what clafs to include the 
juftly celebrated bifhop Wilkins; fo unfettled were his 
principles, and fo varied his ambition. He was regularly 
educated and ordained to the church of England; yet, 
on the breaking out of the civil war, he united with the 
anti-epifcopal party, and foon after married the fifter of 
the proteétor Cromwell. Upon the reftoration he again 
became reconciled to the church, renewed his oath of 
allegiance ; and though he at firft was deprived of fome » 
of his preferments, the lofs was, not long after, compens 
fated by his being appointed preacher to the honourable 
fociety,of Gray’s Inn, rector of St. Lawrence Jury, dean of 
Rippon, and at length bifhop of Chefter. In juftice to 
the memory of the bifhop, it muit be added, that he did 
not (like fome other converts) confider it his duty to per- 
1796. b fecute 
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ecute the party he had deferted. He continued the firm 

friend of i difenters through the whole of his life, man- 
fully refifted every effort for their perfecution, and la- 
boured to include them in a fcheme of comprehenfion. 
He was indeed, firiétly fpeaking, what is termed a low 
churchman; and the differences between the low church 
and the prefbytery might, perhaps, be adjufted without 
much difficulty, were it not for the anti-chriftian in- 
tolerance of the bigots on both fides. 


Bifhop Wilkins is better known as a philofopher than 
a divine; yet his work on the Principles and Duties of 
Natural Religion would entitle him to a confiderable 
rank among theologians, had he written nothing elfe. 
His fermons are lefs remarkable for beauty of compo- 
fition, than for logical precifion and acutenefs of argument. 
His Ecclefiaftes, or Difcourfe on the Art of Preaching, 
was well calculated to reform the vitiated tafte which 
prevailed in the pulpit in his time, and to prepare for the 
rational exercife of their fun@ions the candidates for the 
miniftry. His Klay towards a Real Character and a Phi- 
lofophical Language is pronounced by: a great modern 
writer to be one of the moft extraordinary combinations 
of human learning and human ingenuity that ever was 
produced ; and his philofophical works in general fhew 


at once the correctnefs of the mathematician, and the 
energy ot the man of genius. 


Dr. Henry More and Dr. Benjamin Whichcot were 
elfo among thofe moderate men who confidered them- 
felves as not prohibited from the ufeful exercife of their 
functions by a change in the government of the church. 
‘Lhe tormer of thefe divines is {till to be rezarded as one 
ef the moft eminent champions of the free agency of 
man. Ele was born of a family who were rigid Cal- 
vinifts ; yet he informs us, in the preface to his philofo- 
“howe works, “ that he could never, in his earlictt youth 

e prevailed on to {wallow that hard doétrine . 
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threatened with the difcipline of the rod for prefuming 
to philofophize in fuch matters; and before he finithed 
the ufual courfe of ftudy at Eton fchool, he had finally 
difcarded it, “ being firmly perfuaded, young-as he was, 
that fuch tenets were utterly inconfiftent with the juftice 
and goodnefs of God.”” Towards the conclufion of his life, 
Dr. More mingled with his religious and moral fpeculation 
fome of the vifionary tenets of the latter Platonifts. But if 
he erred, it was on the fide of virtue, in prefuming that 
human nature was capable of a more exalted degree of 
purity than appears to be warranted by experience ; and, 
in carrying the principles of mortification and felt- denial 
toa degree of afcetic aufterity. With the profeition of the 
ftriGeft purity and virtue his life correfponded. After = 
reftoration, he could not be prevailed on to accept of a: 
preferment. ‘Through the intereft of his friends he was 
appointed to a bithoprick ; and, by fome pretence, they 
allured him as far as Whitehall, in order to undergo the 
common ceremony of kifling his majefty’s hand on his pro- 
motion; but the modefi and pious teacher no fooner dif- 
covered the delign than he parted from them, and couid not 
be prev vailed on, by any arguinents or entreaties, to. proce ed. 
Dr. Whichcot was the author of feveral volumes of fer- 
mons, remarkable for condenfation of thought and fenti- 
ment, and which received the highett commendation from 
the noble and learned author of the Charatteriftics. 





Dr. Robert Sanderfon, Dr. John Gregory, and Dr. Jere- 
my Taylor, were among thofe eminent charaéters, who, 
for their attachment to. monarchy and the church, expe- 
rienced all the ngours of periecution from the pretended 
advocates of civil and religious liberty. The moft re- 
markable works of Dr. Sanderfon were his treatife “ De 
Confcientia” and his ** Cafes of Confcience,” both written 
at the fuggeftion of his patron and friend Charlies 1. a 
few days before his death. Dr. Gregory publithed notes 
and obfervations on fcripture, with fome tracts on mathe- 
matical and philofophical fubje¢ts; and the merit of Je- 
remy Taylor, as a moral and practical writer, is well 
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known to every man who has a relith for piety, or a heart 
capable of impretlion from that pathetic eloquence which 
‘s formed on the model of the firft teachers of our re- 


ligion. 

The controverfy which the bold and paradoxical fpe- : 
culations of Hobbes had excited, was carried on during k 
this period with great vigour. Among the ableft of Mr. & 


Hobbes’s opponents was archbifhop Bramhall, who was 
flightly meritioned in this connexion In our laft volume. 
On the fubjeét of free agency, he is thought by moft 
readers to have had the advantage over his acute anta- 
gonift ; and the late learned and truly candid editor of P 
the Biographia Britannica recommends his writings to the 5 
perufal of the modern difputants concerning liberty and & 
| w neceflity. In detecting the anti-chriftian and anti-focial % 
e errors of Mr. Hobbes, archbifhop Bramhall was ftili more 
Bi . fuccefsful in another traét, entitled, “ The Catching of 4 
Leviathan.” ‘The archbiihop compofed alfo a number of ‘ 
y tracts in defence of the church of England, and againft 
i: popery. Mr. Granger characterizes him as one of the F. 
} moft able, learned, and adtive prelates of the age; and he x 
Aha. certainly had great merit in reftoring order and difcipline 3 
 ] to the church of {reland atter the reftoration. g 


Dr. Henry More, whom we have already mentioned, 
was alfo a fuccefsful opponent of Hobbes upon fome to- 
pics, as well as Dr. Wallis, of whom we fhall have occa- 
cafion to fpeak under a different department of fcience. 

But the writer who was moft eminent in the fcience of 
| metaphyfics, is the celebrated Dr. Ralph Cudworth. ce 
: “The true Intelleétual Syfiem of the Univerfe” has been © 
) BAY 
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juftly denominated “ the greateft and moft valuable ma- 
gazine of learning and argument that ever appeared | 
againit atheiim,—a ftorehoufe of ancient literatuye ;” and 
there is no doubt that many have been indebted to it for 
1 an appearance of learning, which they would not have  & 
J otherwife been able to maintain. In the preface to this P 

; great work, the author informs us, that, when he engaged 

in 
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in it, “ he intended only a difcourfe concerning liberty and 
neceflity, or, to fpeak out more plainly, againtt the fatal 
neceffity of al] a€tions and events, which, upon whatever 
ground maintained, will ferve the defign of atheifra, and 
undermine all guilt and blame, all pupithments and re- 
wards.” The author afterwards contidered that fatalifm 
was maintained upon three different principles; the firft, 
*‘ fuppofing the material neceility of all things without a 
God;” the fecond, “immoral theifm, or religion without 
any natural juftice or morality ;” and the third, * a-de- 
praved {pecies of theifm, which acknowle dges a fupreme 
being,” and alfo, “ natural juttice and morality founded 
in him;” but which, denying the freedom of human ac- 
tion, confounds our notions of retributive juftice: where- 
as, he obferves, thefe three things are the foundations or 
effentials of true religion — ft, That there is a God, 
the fupreme ruler and difpofer of all things ;— adly, That 
this God being effentially good and jutt, there is fome- 
thing which is immutably good and juit in itfelf, inde- 
pendent of the arbitrary will of man ;—and, gdly, That 
we are fo far the mafters of our own aétions as to be 
accountable for them. Such was the great plan and ow.- 
line of the Intellettual Syftem ; but the author only com- 
pleted the firft part, which eftablithes the being of a God 
upon infallible proofs, and overthrows the doétrine of the 
material neceflity of all things. Thus far the work may 
be confidered as complete in itfelf; and the learned au- 
thor reprefents it as intended not only to prevent the 
growth of atheifm, but to confirm weak and {ceptical 
theifts. An abridgement of the Intellectual Syftem, en- 
titled “ A Confutation of the Reafon and Philofophy of 
Atheifm,” &c, by Thomas Wife, B. D. was publifhed in 
1700. 


General literature experienced at lJeaft as much ene 
couragement during the proteCtorate of Cromwell, as it 
does from the majority of kings and ftatefmen. Mr. Hume 
reprefents Cromwell as a barbarian ; but he is no more 
deferving of that title, than thofe are in general whofe 
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profeffion it is to maffacre their fellow-creatures. Crom- 
well, it muft be remembered, was educated to a liberal 

roiedlion, and went through the regular exercifes of a 
claflical fehool, and the univerfity of Cambridge, at a pe- 
riod too when learning was not in negleét. If therefore 
we compare this with the common routine of court edu- 
cation, there will appear but little reafon for the epithet 
He was certainly not a man of tafte ; but we are affured 
from the beft authority that he was a proficient in the 
Latin language, and far from ignorant in thofe branches 
of knowledge which were at that period held moft in 
eftimation. But whatever he might be himfelf as a fcho- 
lar, he certainly may be confidered as a patron of litera~ 
ture. His liberal encouragement of that great under- 
taking, the Polyglot bible, is a fact well known ; and Mr. 
Hume himfelf acknowledges that Cromwell “ was not in- 
feniible to literary merit. Uther, notwithftanding his be- 
ing a bifhop, received a penfion from him. Marvel and 
Mitton were ia his fervice. Waller, who was his re- 
lation, was carefled by him. ‘The poet always faid, that 
the. protector him felt was not fo wholly illiterate as was 
commonly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a year 
to the divinity profeffor at Oxford ; and an hiftorian men- 
tions this bounty as an inftance of his love of literature. 
He intended to have erected a college at Durham for 
the benefit of the northern counties.” 


The learned Pococke and the indefatigable Brian Wal- 
ton were noticed in our former volume, as among the 
mot eminent of thofe who in this country have cultivated 
the oriental languages ; yet they were perhaps even excel- 
led by Dr, John Lightioot, vice-chancellor of Cambridge 
He not only aflifted in the edition of the Polyglot but 
— critical expofitions of fcripture which he publifhed 
cominentators, and are eyen yet in high reputation 
Among thofe who excelled in claflical literature Gatak : 
mutt be mentioned with refpett. To him the wibtio : 
indebted for fome valuable annotations on ca 
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imfelf, have afforded a fund of reference to the beft. 
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thors, and particularly for a moft valuable and corre& 
edition of Antoninus’s Meditations, with a very learned 
preliminary difcourfe on the philofophy of. the ftoics. 
The ftudent of Roman literature would have caufe to 
complain, fhould we, on this occafion, omit the name of 
Adam Littleton, the laborious compiler of the Latin dic- 
tionary. He was educated under the celebrated Dr. Buf- 
by at Wefiminiter fchool, and was himfelf fecond mafter 
of that feminary for fome years. Befides his dictionary, 
he publifhed a confiderable number of other works in 
Latin and Englifh, including fixty-one fermons ; and his 
erudition was by no means confined to clatlical literature, 
but he was alfo eminéntly verfed in oriental and rabbini- 
cal learning. 


XXVil 


To the names mentioned in our laft as perfons emi- 
nent in the ftudy of antiquities, we have now to add thofe 
ef Leland and of Fuller. ‘The former of thefe-has been 
ftyled the father of Englith antiquaries; but we think 
that title more applicable to fome whom we have for- 
merly mentioned. His “ Itinerary” is, however, a moft 
elaborate and moft ufeful work; and, betides this, he 
publifhed a number of tracts on the local antiquities of 
this country, Fuller is, perhaps, better known as an hif- 
torian and biographer than as an antiquary; yet a con- 
fiderable portion of his “ Worthies” comes properly under 
the latter defcription, as, well as his hittory of Waltham 
Abbey, and of the univerfity of Cambridge. He wasa 
man who abounded in wit, as every perfon muft perceive 
who looks cafually into his sharch hiftory and his me- 
mory was fo retentive, that the facts which are related of 
him in this refpeét, almoft exceed belief. 


The unfettled nature of the government at this period 
would naturally give rife. to much political fpeculation ; 
yet few of the political productions of the times have. 
reached pofterity. The moft voluminous and the moft 
important writer of the age on thefe fubjeéts, is Harring- 
ton; andthe charaéter which Mr. Hume has given of 
him is not unfair. “ Harrington’s Oceana,” fays. he, “ was 
b 4 well 












xxviii THE HISTORY 


‘ well adapted to that age, when the plans of imaginary 
republics were the daily fubjeéts of debate. and converfa- 
tion ; and even in our time, it is juftly admired as a work 
of genius and invention. The idea, however, of a per 
fe€t_ and immortal commonwealth: will always be found 
as chimerical as that of a perfeét and immortal man. | 
THE fivie of this author wants eafe and fluency; but the P 
good matter, which his work contains, makes compenfa- q 
tion. He died in 1677, aged fixty-fix.” Mr. Hume might 
have added that the work of Harrington was a treafury 
from which he himfelf has ftolen much in his political 
cffays. Mr, Hume, in another part of his hiftory, feems 
fond of reprefenting Harrington a$ an infidel; but we 
cannot perceive how this imputation accords with the 
authority which he feems to annex to the facred hiftory. 
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Though, however, the political writers of thofe times ? 
have, from various caufes, fallen into difrepute, yet there x 
was an immenfe mafs of really valuable political know- : 
ledge afloat upon the public mind; and thofe who fpe- 
culate upon political topics, cannot do better than con- 
fult the writers of this age. Even the refolves, declara- 
tions, and other public papers of committees and cor- 
porate bodies, abounded in hiftorical faét, and in judi- 
cious reflections. Some of thefe the reader will find re- 
ferred to by Mrs. Macaulay in her hiftory. The parlia- 
ment which was called by Cromwell in 1653, better 
known by the name of Barebone’s Parliament, from the 





; fingular name of one of its members, was treated with # 
tar ricicule by the royalift party after the reftoration; and x 
. Mr. Hume has ignorantly adopted their fneers as well- a 

\! founded accufations. His Words are thefe :—* This pare bY 
Rye liament took into confideration the abolition of the cleri- 0 
bi i. cal function, as favouring of popery ; and the taking away a 
of tithes, which they called a reliét of Judaifm. Learning fe 

alfo and the univerlities were deemed heathenifh and un- By 

’ neceilary : the common law was denominated a badge of ‘a 
I the conqueft and of Norman flavery ; and they threatened RK 
be the lawyers with a total abrogation of their profetiion. S 
j Some iteps were eyen taken towards an abolition of the 4 
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chancery, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom; 
and the Mofaical Jaw was intended to be eftablithed as 
the fole fyftem of Englith jurifprudence.” But the fa& 
is, that fcarcely one word of this allegation is true. In 
regard to the accufation relative to the univerfities, it 
does not appear by the journals of parliament, that there 
was any motion of fuch a tendency made in the houfe; 
and in regard to the accufation relative to the deftroying 
of the ecciefiaftical eftablifhment, the intention of parlia- 
ment, according to the account given by a member of 
that affembly, went no farther than reformation. * A bill,” 
fays this writer, “‘ was offered on the day of the parliament’s 
refignation, for rendering the revenues of the clergy more 
certain and equal, by reducing benefices of two hundred 
a year and upwards, and advancing thofe of a fmaller in- 
come; and alfo for the making provifion for the widows 
and children of minifters. This equitable propofal,” con- 
tinues the fame writer, “ was refufed a reading. The 
charge, therefore, againft one part of the houfe, of an in- 
tent to deftroy the miniftry, was a groundlefs reproach, 
caft upon thofe who only endeavoured to take off oppref- 
fions and grievances.” 


With refpeét to a fcheme for reforming the fyftem of ju- 
rifprudence, it is moft certain that a plan was in agita- 
tion to that effect, and a committee was appointed for the 
revifion of the laws, but by no means to reduce them to 
the Mofaical ftandard. Mr. Hume’s irreligious prejudices 
probably rendered him abhorrent to any reference what- 
ever to the Hebrew inftitutes; but furely there can be 
no reafon in the eyes of a chriftian, why thefe laws fhould 
not be confulted, as well as thofe of Solon, Confucius, or 
any ancient lawgiver, whenever it is in agitation to amend 
or improve the legal fyftem of a chriftian country. 


“In the courfe of the parliamentary debates, it. was urged 
that the court of chancery was the greateft grievance of 
the nation; that, for dilatorinefs, ehargeablenefs, and a 
faculty of bleeding the people in the purfe-vein, even to 
their utter perifhing and undoing, that court might com- 
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are with, if not furpafs, any court in the world. It was 
confidently affirmed by knowing gentlemen of worth, that 
there were depending in that court twenty-three thou- 
fand caufes, fome of which had been depending five, fome 
ten, fome twenty, and fome thirty years, and more ; that 
there had been {pent therein many thoufands of pounds, 
to the ruin, nay utter undoing, of many families; that 
hardly any fhip which failed in the fea of the law, but: 
who firft or laft put into that port, and if they made any 
confiderable flay there, they fuffered fo much. lofs that 
the remedy was as bad as the difeafe. Par. Hif. vol. xx. 


p. 198.” 


« When,’ writes a member of this parliament, ‘ the vote 
was firft carried for a new body or model of law, a com- 
mittee was chofen to that end, who met often, and had 
the help of fome gentlemen of worth, who had deferved 
well of their country, being true patriots, who hked the 
thing, as very ufeful and defirable; it being not a des 
ftroyer of the law, or putting it down (as fome feanda- 
loully reported), but a reducing the wholefome, juft, and 


good laws into a body, from them that are ufelefs and 
out of date. 


« The way the committee took in order to their work 
muft needs be elaborate. It was by reducing the feveral 
laws to the proper heads to which they did belong, and 
fo modelling or embodying of them, taking knowledge 
of the nature of them, and what the law of God faid in 
the cafe, and how agreeable to right reafon they were; 
likewife how proportionable the punithment was to the 
offence or crime; and wherein there feemed any thing 
either deficient or exceflive, to offer a fupply and remedy 
in order to rectifying the whole. The committee began 
with criminals. Treafon being the higheft, they confider- 
ed the kinds thereof, what was meet to be adjudged 
treafon in a free commonwealth, and what was meet to 
be the punithment of grand and petty treafon. Then 
they proceeded to murder, the kinds of it, and what was 
to be fo adjudged, and the punithment thereof, The like 
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they intended concerning theft; and after to have afcer- 
tained and fecured property, as alfo the executive part of 
the law, fo as a perfon fhould not need to part with one 
property to fecure and keep another, as now it is; per- 
fons being forced to lofe the property of their cow to 
keep the property of their horfe, or one parcel of land 
to preferve and keep another. This body of law, when 
modelized, was to have been reported to the houfe, to be 
confidered of and pafled by them as they fhould fee caufe ; 
a work of itfelf great, and of high efteem with many for 
the good fruit and benefit which would arife from it; by 
which means the huge volumes of the law would come 
to be reduced into the bignefs of a pocket-book, as it is 
proportionably in New Eng!and ; a thing of fo great worth 
and benefit as England is not yet worthy of, nor likely in 
a fhort time to be fo blefied as to enjoy. And that was 
the true end and endeavour of thofe members who la- 
boured in that committee; although it was moft falfely 
and wickedly reported, that their endeavours tended to 
defiroy the whole laws, and pulling them up by the roots.’ 


‘The houfe fet apart Friday in very week to debate on 
the important bufinefs above mentioned.” | 


We have made thefe quotations to remove an error 
which is generally prevalent at prefent among perfons of 
little information, viz.—that the fcience of politics is a 
new fcience invented by the Rouffeaus, the Briffots, the 
Condorcets, of a neighbouring nation, and never adyerted 
to by our anceftors, even lee they undertook the ha- 
zardous operation of effecting a change in their own form 
of government, Mr. Hume himfelf admits, that in thefe 
times, “ every man had framed the model of a republic ;” 
but, becaufe thefe models were framed by religious men, 
he bafely infinuates that they could not be rational. 


Perhaps gne of the foundeft and beft-informed poli- 
ticians of the republican party was fir Henry Vane; but 
his life was too active to admit of his engaging deeply in 
{peculative difquifitions ; and the writings of his which 
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remain to pofterity, are chiefly fpeeches or 0% gta 
compofed upon particular occafions ; but even t “i con- 
tain matter from which there are few ftatefmen who may 
not derive information. The following fhort Pn eg 
this great man, by Mrs. Macaulay, 1s written with a - 
gree of fpirit and energy which few hiftorians can equal. 


“ Among the foremoft rank of thefe heroic charatters 
ftands fir Henry Vane, whofe honefty was too pure to be 
corrupted by the rigour of perfecution, or the emolu- 
ments of office, and the enjoyment of power; whofe 
judgment was too found to be depraved by that high en- 
thufiafm in religion into which a fine imagination Is fo 
apt to deviate, when, in contemplating divine fubjects, it 
ranges beyond the bounds of human knowledge and ex- 
perience ; whofe refolution was fo philofophical, as, in 
the fufferance of his martyrdom, to conquer the almoft 
frrefiftible influence of natural timidity, and whofe abili- 
ties were fo eminent, as, when reduced to the ftate of a 
prifoner, to give terror to a powerful government.” 


Mr. Hume has affe&ted to fpeak with difrefpe@t of the 
political writings of Milton; and we fufpect, in this in- 
itance, as in many others, he haftily condemns what he 
has never read. From our own knowledge we can af- 
firm, that, in many paffages of his controverfial writings, 
the fpirit and fancy of the author of Paradife Loft may 
be difcevered; and the whole of them are written with 
acuitenefs and energy. His Difcourfe on the Liberty of 
the Prefs is a very fine compofition.—There is fomewhat 
of the pedantry of the age in his ftyle; and his periods, 
like thofe of Clarendon, are frequently too long. His 
arguments, however, are folid and well arranged; and 
there is the fame richnefs and copioufnefs in his dition 
in profe, that is fo eminently confpicuous in his poetical 
compofitions. It is not true, mereover, as Mr. Hume 
infinuates, that Milton was but little regarded during the 
prevalence of his own party; on the contrary, the cir- 
cumftance related by Whitlocke, and to which he refers, 
is calculated to evince the particular refpect in which 
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he was held. The ftate paper which was to be tranflated 
into Latin, required particular accuracy; and though 
Milton, on account of his blindnefs, had retired from 
public bufinefs, it could be trutted in no other hands but 
his; and the negotiation with Sweden was actually de- 
layed to afford him time to perform his tafk. 


After the names of Vane and of Milton, it may a 
pear an anti-climax to mention that of colonel John Lil- 
burn; yet this eventful period fcarcely offers to our ob | 
fervation a charatter more extraordinary, or a writer: 
more voluminous. To run through his hiftory, from the 
unjuft and cruel fentence which was inflicted on him by 
the ftar-chamber, to his breach with the ufurper Crome 
well, would be to detail the hiftory of the times at large ; 
for there was fcarcely an event of any importance in 
which he was not concerned. ‘To enumerate the pam- 
phlets which he publifhed, would now be impoflible; fuffice 
it to fay, that they were moftly written on the fpur of the 
occafion ; and though no writer was ever more in favour 
with the populace, they are now,defervedly, we believe, 
configned to oblivion. He difobliged all parties; and, 
after’ a life of perfecution, embraced the quaker perfua- 
fion ; in which he died, affording a proof that good prin- 
ciples can reduce to a peaceable difpofition the moft un- 
quiet fpirit, an@ that real piety can infure more of reak 
happinefs, than the full indulgence of the boldeft projeéts 
of ambition. Mrs. Macaulay feems to confider Lilbum 
as a man who, in all his conduct, was actuated by honeft 
motives. 


Of the political writers on the oppofite fide, the firft 
place is undoubtedly due to Dr. John Gauden, afterwards. 
bifhop of Exeter. His firft appearance in public was on 
the fide of the parliament. He took the folemn league 
and covenant, conformed to the ordinances for the difufe 
of the liturgy, and was appointed one of the aflembly of 
divines:—but here he ftopped ;—for when the parliament 
and army, or rather the latter, proceeded to the trial of 
the king, he publithed “ The Religious and Loyal Pro- 
teflation 
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teftation of John Gauden, D. D.” againft that proceed- 
ing ; and, after the king’s death, he wrote a mott daring 
piece, which he called “ A J uft Inveétive againft thofe of 
the Army and their Abettors who murdered king Charles 
the Firft;” but to the credit of the dottor’s prudence at leatt, 
this was not publifhed till after the reftoration. During 
the king’s imprifonment, however, he committed to the 

refs the celebrated pamphlet entitled “ Emwy Bassdsmn, or 


The Portraiture of his Sacred Majefty in his Solitude and 


Sufferings ;” which, however, did not appear till after the 
execution of the ill-fated Charles. 


The only argument that Mr. Hume has advanced for 
his favourite opinion that it was written by the king, is, 
that the ftyle more refembles the known produétions of 
that monarch, than the highly figurative and inflated {tyle 
of Gauden. Againft this prefumption we have the afler- 
tion of Dr. Gauden himfelf, and the claims to preferment 
which he founded on being the author of this piece. We 
have a certificate prefixed to the latter editions of Mil- 
ton’s Eimovoxdacrns, under the hand of lord Anglefey, in 
which that noble lord pofitively afferts, that, upon fhew- 


‘ing to king Charles the Second and the duke of York a 


MS. of the work wherein were fome alterations in the 
late king’s hand, they folemnly aflured him that ‘ it was 
none of the faid king’s compiling, but made by Dr. Gau- 
den, a of Exeter;” and this teftimony was after- 
wards confirmed to bithop Burnet by the duke of York 
himfelf. Added to thefe politive teftimonies, we have 
the negative proof that no evidence ever was found that 
could pofitively aflert it to be the king’s writing ; and 
yet it is not eafy to imagine that he could have been 
fo employed without the privity of fome perfon or other. 
And the filence of lord Clarendon, who certainly would 
not have omitted to infift on a circumftance fo much to 
the credit of his mafter, is a ftrong prefumption in Dr. 
Gauden’s favour. With refpe& to the fuppofed analogy 
to the ftyle of the king, every man who is accuftomed to 
compolition muft know that it is not impofiibie for a 
Writer of a luxuriant fancy to chaften and curb his ima- 
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gination, and occafionally to adopt a ftyle lefs ornamented 
than ufual. Nothing indeed is more certain than that 
the moit vigorous genius can feidom produce highly figu- 
rative compofition without a confiderable effort. 


Though Dr. Gauden lived quietly and enjoyed his pre+ 
ferments under the commonwealth and the ufurpation, 
vet he ftill occafionally employed his pen in favour of the 
rights of the church; and, in 1659, publifhed ‘Ina Aaxpua, 
a work which bears no flight refemblance to the Es» 
BaciAuxn. 


The reputation of the author of Es Bacsasmn is at leatt 
equalled by that of the author of the no lefs celebrated 
pamphlet entitled “ Killing no Murder ;” the defign of 
which was to prove, that to aflatlinate a public offender, 
who by his fuccefsful crimes had fet himfelf above the 
reach of law and juttice, was not finful but meritorious ; 
and the effeét which it wrought upon the mind of Crom- 
well himfelf, was not lefs extraordinary than that which 
it had upon the public at large. Not only the ufurper’s 
apprehenfions were excited, but even his remorfe, by the 
ftrong picture which it exhibited of his crimes; and from 
the time of its publication he fell into a ftate of defpon- 
dency, which ended only with his life. The public voice 
has long given the credit of this pamphlet to colonel 
Titus ; but, according to lord Clarendon, colonel Sexby, 
one of the levelling party, who had formerly been an in- 
timate of Cromwell, aflerted that he was the author; and 
it is a remarkable fact, that Sexby foon after died ip the 
Tower, as is fuppofed, by poifon. If, indeed, we con- 
fider the abject and flavifh principles which were held b 
mott vf the cavalier party at this period, we fhall not 
ealily conceive how fuch tervid fentiments of liberty as 
the pamphlet contains, fhould proceed from any of the 
partizans of Charies. The picture which the author 
draws of the torpor and venality in which the people of 
England were funk at this period, is ftriking ; and we be- 
lieve it juft.—-“ Can any man,” fays this fpirited writer, 
““ with patience think upon what we have profefled, when 
he 
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he fees what we wildly do and tanpely fuffer? What have 
we of nobility among us but the name, the luxury, and 
the vices of it? As for our minifters, what have they, or 
indeed defire they, of their calling but the tythes? How 
do thefe horrid prevaricators fearch for diftinétions to 
piece contrary oaths? How do they rake fcriptures for 
fiatteries, and impudently apply them to his monftrous 
highnefs? What is the city but a great tame beaft, who 
eats and carries, and cares not who rides it? What is 
the thing called a parliament but a. mock, compofed of 
a people who are only fuffered to fit there becaufe they 
are known to have no virtue, ‘after the exclufion of all 
others who were fufpeéted to have any? What are they 
but pimps of tyranny, who are only employed to draw in 
the people to proftitute their liberty? What will not the 
army fight for f—what will they not fight againft? What 
are they but janiffaries, flaves themfelves, and making all 
others fo? What are the people in general but knaves, 
fools, and principled for eafe, vice, and flavery? This is 
our temper; this tyranny hath brought us to already, and 
if it continues, the little virtue which is yet left to ftock 
the nation muft extinguith, and then his highnefs has 
completed his work of reformation ; and the truth is, till 
then his highnefs cannot be fecure. He muft not endure 
virtue, for that will not endure him.” 


We infert this extract, becaufe few of our readers, we 
believe, can have had an opportunity of perufing the 
pamphlet itfelf. 


The age of which we are treating afforded a noble 
fubject for hiftory ; and there never was an age of which 
the political tranfattions are better known. The hiftory 
of lord Clarendon will be read by every perfon who 
wifhes to acquire a profound knowledge of the charac- 
ter, politics, habits, and fentiments of thefe times: and 
on the whole, it is not unfairly charaéterized by Mr. 
Hume.—“ His ftyle,” fays that author, « js prolix and 
redundant, and fufiocates us-by the length of its periods : 
but it difcovers _ and fentiment, and pleafes 

us 





es j 
oe y 
youre 

] 








a ~ e * 
Re athe” ait oh Ba | MG FG, Sie 

























OF KNOWLEDGE, &c. _xxxvii 


us at the fame time that we difapprove of it. He is more 
partial in appearance than in peaisty 3 for he feems per- 
petually anxious to apologife for the king ; but his apo- 
logies are often well-grounded. He is lefs S partial in his 
relation of faéts, than in his account of characters: he 
was tvo honeft a man to fallify the former; his affections 
were eafily capable, unknown to himfelf, of dif guiling the 
latter. An air of probity and goodnefs runs through the 
whole work; as thefe Gualities did in reality embelliftt 
the whole life of the autho;. He died in 1674, aged 66.” 


The memoirs of that plain and unaffected patriot, Ed- 
mund Ludlow, are not lefs interefting and entertaining than 
lord Clarendon’s Hiftory ; and thefe, as well as W hit- 
locke’s Memorials and Thurloe’s State Papers, will enable 
the reader to correct thofe miftakes into which Clarendon 
may have fallen, either from the want of adequate in- 
formation, or through partiality to his friends. 


The commonwealth of England was not deftitute of 
able lawyers ; and to the names of thofe noticed in our 
preceding volume, we may add thofe of fe om Maynard 
and fecretary Thurloe, whofe valuable collection of State 
Papers is mentioned in the preceding parag rapl h. 


The moft famous mathematician of the age was Wallis, 
Savilian profeffor of aftronomy at Oxford. He hada long 
controverfy on mathematical fubje éts with the cele brated 
Hobbes; but the genius of the latter was too much diftra@- 
ed with a variety “of {ciences to be able to maintain a con- 
teft with a man, who, like Wallis, had devoted himfelf 
almoft entirely to one. Dr. Seth Ward, who was flightly 
mentioned in our laft volume, flourithed att at this period 
as a mathematical writer ahd teacher; and this and 
every other branch of philofophy was dilig« ently cultivated 
by W ilkins, whom we had formerly occalion to introduce 
in his profefiional character as a divine. Bitho 1p Wi? cins 
may be confidered as the father and founder of th’ royal 
fociety ; for at his houfe commenced thofe pb’ ‘wofophical 
conferences which terminated in 1 th € INCOTPS pation of that 
, 1796. ¢ learned 
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learned body. But of this fubje&t it is our intention to 
treat more at large in our fucceeding volume. 


The fpirit and fanaticifm of the times was fo hoftile 
to the fine arts, that we have little to fay of the produc- 
tions of the Englith nation at this period, either in paint- 
ing, ftatuary, or archite€ture. The incomparable Inigo 
Jones died in 1657; and the merits of Wren were yet 
unknown in that line for which nature had deftined him, 
though he was chofen profeffor of aftronomy in Grefham 
coliege, in the fame year in which his great predeceflor 
Inigo Jones terminated his mortal career. 


It is fomewhat extraordinary, that an age fo unfavour- 
able to the fine arts in general fhould have produced 
fome of the moft eminent of our poets. ‘To fpeak of 
Milton in terms adequate to his commendation, would 
require talents in fome meafure congenial to his own— 


« Ingenium cui fit, cul mens divinior, atque os 
“ Magna fonaturum ” 





Whatever is great in conception, fublime in fancy, or 
exquilite in expreffion, is to be found in Paradife Loft. 
Yet we muft reluétantiy confefs with Dr. Johnfon, that 
tlle perufal of this incomparable poem is “ rather a duty 
than a pleafure.” ‘Lhe fault is, however, more in the fub- 
jet than the writer. It is effentially deficient, as that 
great critic obferves, in “ human intereft ;” and the fen- 
fivle iuagery uncer which the Supreme Being and the 
celeitial exiftences are delineated, feldom fails to difgutt 
the ferious reader, while they afiord a theme of ridicule 
to the fceptic or the libertine. It appears indeed a fub- 
ject with which the human imagination ought not to have 
fported ; and “ the confuhon of {fpirit and matter, which 
pervades the whole narration of the war of heaven, fills 
it with incongruity.” It may be remarked, that the few 
texts of feripture, on which that part of Milton’s plot is 
founded, are evidently mott grotsly miftaken by him, and 
have heen much more fatistactorily explained by a Jearn- 
ed author of the’ prefent age, in a moft ingenious * Dif- 
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fertation on the Paffages in St, Peter and St. Jude con- 
cerning the Angel that finned *.” 


Of Milton’s leffer pieces, thofe which have moft des 
fervedly attra€ted attention, are the Mafque of Comus, 
and the Allegro and Penferofo. The firft of thefe is cer- 
tainly deficient as a drama; but it abounds in beautiful 
fentiment, in luxuriant defeription, and the true f{pirit of 
poetry. The two latter are unqueftionably the moft perfeg 
fpecimens of lyric poetry in the Englith language. 


Whatever commendation is due to Waller, is the very 

polite io that of Milton, He is neither entitled to the 
praife of fublime invention, nor of exuberant fancy ; but 
he is to be admired .tor the purity of his tafte, and the 
harmony of his vertification. His fubjetts are geneially 
trifling ; but he has the happy art of renderin z even trifles 
interefting. [lis poetry was popular, becaute his thoughts 
are familiar, and feldom beyond the range of common 
life. It is a-kind of colloquial poetry, in “which that in- 
genuity which is moft pleating in converfation is predo- 
minant. 


It is related by Dr. Johnfon, that Cowley’s paffion for 
poetry was originally excited by Spencer's Fai ry Queen, 
which lay in the window of his mother’s apartments, 
“ Such are the accidents,” adds our biographer, “ which, 
fometimes remembered, fometimes forgotten, produce 
that particular defignation of mind, and propentity to 
fome certain fcience’ or employment, which is commonly 

called genius.” ‘Lhe propofition, however, is extremely 
ill fupported by the inftance ; for certainly no man ever 
was more mifiaken in the natural bent of his genius 
than Cowley. He was a man of fcience and a man of 
letters; he was even a man of wit; but he was nota 
poct. There is no fublimity in his conception, nor be auty 
in his expretlion ; the glow of fancy, the expante of 
thought, the fervour of enthufiafm, are poorly compen- 


* Printed, we believe, for Johnfon, in St, Paul’s Church-yard. 
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fated for by antithefis and conceit ; and his verfes are as 
deftitute of harmony as of fpirit. His Pindarics are with- 
out elevation, and his amatory poems without paflion. 
From this general cenfure we may except a few imitations 
of Anacreon, which are executed with fpirit; but to 
tranflate is not to invent; and in this kind of compolition 
there is more exercife for wit than for imagination ; and 
pointed expreffion only is wanted, and not fublimity. 


Sir John Denham was flightly noticed in our laft vo- 
lume ; he was a poet during the life of his royal mafter 
Charles I. whom he faithfully ferved, and with whofe 
family, at the expence of his fortune, he went into exile. 
« At the reftoration, he obtained,” fays Dr. Johnfon, 
« what many mifled, the reward of his loyalty.” Yet it 
is probable that he was more indebted for his promotion 
to his companionable qualities, and his agreeable man- 
ners, than for his attachment to monarchy. Denham is 
charatterifed by the great critic, whom we have juft 
quoted, as “ the author of a new {pecies of compofition, 
which may be termed /oca/ poetry ;” and it muft be con- 
feffed, that Cooper's Hill, though the firft attempt of the 
kind, ftill maintains its rank among many excellent pieces 
of the fame defcription ; and the beft proof of our author's 
tafte is, that he may be confidered as one of the firft who 
refined and improved the poetry of Great Britain. His 
language is not obfolete, nor his verfification unharmo- 
nious even to modern Cars. 


To this lift of poets we might add the incomparable 
Butler, the glory and diigrace ot his time,—a man whofe 
genius is not lefs aftonithing than the negle&t which he 
experienced from a felfiith tyrant anda profligate court. 

rth - er * +, > ms 
As his great work did not, however, appear till a fuc- 
ceeding period, we thall not at prefent enter into any 
nes a sAaratr gS ee ee . 
further confideration of his genius and charaéter *. 


* Mp ”’s Hifttorv of Eno ’s Hi : i 
rs Macaulay’s Hiftorv of England, — Hume's Hiftory, — Biographia 
Britannica, — Anthony Wood, — Biographical Diétionary, —Johnion’s 
Lives of the Poets, — Clarendon, — Burnet, — Milton, &¢. 
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alwavs within the limits of his 
controul. If he writes as a man, 
‘+ mutt not be forgotten that he 
alfo writes to mea. “If he has paf- 
fions and failings, it muft not be 
fuppofed that his readers are ex- 
empt from their fhare. That can- 
dour which they expect from him, 
they are not always prepared to 
concede in their turn; nor, while 
they are ready to dete ét his errors, 
are they always confcious of the 
prejudices which exift within their 
own bofoms. With thefe difad- 
vantag s, while it is the indifpen- 
fable ¢ uty of the writer to adhere 
flexibly to faét, by that criterion 
a him alfo be indged., 
mifreprefented, will not efcape de- 
tefion; and reflections or obfer- 
vations whick do not flow naturally 
from the events as they are record- 
ed, and which are not fupported by 
their evidence, can never make a 
perm ame nt impreflion. 

We have ever protetted againt 
the pernicious do¢trine, that the 
faithful hiftorian is besnd in duty 
to {peak in terms of lenity of poli- 
tical vices, or of flagrant mifcon- 
duct. General panegyric is not 
impartiality; and the writer who 
adopt s the maxim that where blame 
is incurred it Is not to be noticed, 
is not merely ufele {s—-he j 1S V icious, 
If he wrone¢fully accufes, he is 
then deferving of cenfure. If his 
inferences are unfupported by his 
documents, if his allegations fhould 
prove to be founded only on the 
uncertain bafis of conjecture, he is 
worthy of contempt. But if his 
information is corroborated by au- 
thentic teftimony, if his prediions 
are confirmed by fubfequent expe- 
rience, he evinces then that he has 
not been inattentive to his duty ; 
and however his remarks mav out. 
race our pretudices, he is ftill de- 


and the 


ferving of fome credit; 
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Facts, if 


leaft that can be accorded is 3 pa, 
tient hearing. 

It is now nearly eighteen years 
fince we firft e -ngaged in the fervice 
of the public. When we look back 
upon our paft labours, we find them 
to co mprit e {qme of the moft event- 
ful ¢ periods of modern hiftory ; and 
with pride we can reflect, t! nt we 
have never fanctioned with our ap- 
probation any meaiure that prov. 
ed afterwards injurjous to our coun- 
trv. We have feen the Britifh na- 
tion and the Britith power depreffed 
and enfeebled by the calamitous A- 
merican war; we have feen the eler- 
gies and induftry of the people rife 
fuperior to this tein porary embar- 
raiiment. We have feen them again 
plunged into aconteft more fruitlefs Sy 
more inexcufable, more hopclefs 
thanthe former. We have feen the 
expences of the ruinous American 
conteft diminifh almoft to a cypher 
In ¢ -omparifon with the prodigality 
of modern times. We have feen 
new taxes levied in the courfe of 
one year, greatly exceeding the whole 
charge created by the fielt fx years 
of the American war; we have 
feen impofitions laid upon the peo- 
ple of this country, in a fingle day, 
nearly equal to the whole charge of 
lord Chatham’s glorious war, whict fy 
é ndure d for feven years, pee in 

hich the Britith arms were trium- 
lars in every quarter of the 
globe; nay, we have feen the 

charges incurred by an expendi- 
ture of only four years exceed the 
total charge of the whole national 
debt antecedent to 1782. 

Wecall our countrymen and our 
readers to witne{S, that, at the riik 
of fome unpopularity, we were the 
firft to raife our voices againit the 
prefent war. We prove ed, from 
unqueitionable documents, that it 
might have been avoided with ho- 
nour and with fatety by the Britith 
miniftry. 
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thiniftry. .We deprecated its ca- 
laihities, and we predicted them 
with an accuracy, which, had our 
fentiments not been before the pub- 
lic long antecedent to the events, 
might have drawn upon them the 
fufpicion of forgery or delufion. 
We are now bey ‘ond the period of 
tophecy ;: we fhall ceafe to warn, 
and only continue to record. 

Yet to that crifis, which was the 
fatal origin of all our prefent cala- 
mities, it is neceffary once more to 
recur, fince by that it is that pofte- 
rity muft form their verdié on the 
conduét of the p rrefent rulers of this 
country. At that crifis the profpe- 
rity of Britain was unexampled ; 
her commerce was extended over 
the whole face of the ocean; the 
trade of the univerfe was in her 
grafp. Her manufafures pervaded 
every country; and if there was a 
complaint, it was for a lack of 
hands to conduét them with fuffi- 
cient difpatch. By following the 
fuggefiions of that excellent patriot, 
and incomparable financier, the late 
Dr. Price, the minifter (though, of 
three plans prefented, he adopted 
the worft) had, according to his 
own calculations, liquidated nearly 
twenty millions of the national 
debt. In this ftate of things, what 
tatal infanitv, what inexplicable in- 
fatuation could engage a miniftry to 
involve the nation again in the 
ruinous vortex of continental war- 
fare? The motives are yet unex- 
plained; and perhaps it is not for 
the credit of the authors of the 
meafure, that they flould be laid 
before the public: 

Was it, as fome with equal igno- 
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rance and effrontety pretended, to 
preferve us from domeftic contefts? 
It is the firft time, we believe, that 
peace and profperity were ever con- 
fidered as favourable to rebellion, 
and war, taxes, and mifery, as the 
fovereign antidotes tor faction. The 
whole nation had rifen as one man 
on the alarm of innovation, and 
had folemnly affociated to protect 
the conftitution, even with its ab- 
ufes, rather than fubjec a particle 
of it to experiment or change. 
Was it to anticipate the hoftile de- 
figns of the enemy? Even preju- 
dice muft confefs that it was the in- 
tereft of France, and particularly 
of the Girondiftts, who were then 
predominant, to preferve the friend- 
fhip of Great Britain; and who- 
ever perifes with attention the cor- 
re{fpondence of M. Chauvelin with 
the Britifl fecretary of ftate, muft 
perceive that the French republic 
threw itfelf at the feet and at the 
mercy of the Britifth cabinet, but 
that the fupplicating envoy was 
fpurned away, witha degree of in- 
folence and raflinefs which invo- 
luntarily reminds us of the fantafti- 
cal glaffinan in the oriental fable. 
Was it to obtain an acceflion of 
colonial poffeffions? We have hint- 
ed it before, and we now aflert it 
for a faét, that M. Chauvelin was 
auithorifed. and M. Maret exprefsly 
difpatched, to offer to the Britith ca- 
binet sheir choice of the French pof- 
feffions in the Eaft or Weft Indies, 
as the price of neutrality *; anda 
certain fecretary of ftate replied, 
“© That we had already colonies 
enough, and that we did not want 
to be burthened with any more.” 
What 


* The propofition was firft made when MM. Tallevrand and Chauvelin were di- 
fpatched by the unfortunate Louis, with a letter in his own hand-writing, to entreat that 


the king of England would aét the part of an ampire 


and mediator, and compofe the 


differences which then fubfified between the French nation and the heads of the Germanic 


en pire, 


Had this propofal been acceded to, moaarchy would yet have, in all proba- 


bility, 
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What the object of the war then 
was, has never been afcertained ; 
what its conduét has been, we have 
feen to our misfortune and our 
lofs. ; 

The vear 1795 concluded with 
little confolatory abroad, and with 
2 general and torpid defpondency 
at home, as far as reipected the pub- 
lic affairs. ‘The meeting of parlia- 
ment was fixed foran unutiually early 
period, the latter end of October; 
and previous to its aflembling, fome 
meetings were held by the London 
Correfponding Society tor theavow- 
ed purpote of petitioning the king 
and parliament in favour of peace 
and reform. A's the meetings were 
held in the open fields, they were 
mumeroufly attended, as was no- 
tied in our latt volume: and as the 
great majority of the people who 
compofed thefe meetings were cer- 
tainly not members of that aflo- 
ciation, and were drawn together 
by no ftroncer motive than curio- 
fity, when that paflion of the mo- 
men® was gratified, they difperted 
without any further confequences. 

A dreadtul and opprefiive tcar- 
city at this erifis pervaded the king- 
dom; feveral inftances ocourred of 
perfons who petrified through abfo- 
lute want; andthe poor were eve ry 
where defpairing and defperate. 
To the calamitous war, and to the 
mitconduct of minitters, all the mi- 
fery under which the nation fuf- 
tered was (perhaps raihiv) attribut- 
sel. From thefe circumttances we 
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was made by the adherents of mi« 
niftry to connect thefe outrages 
with the meetings which had been 
previoufly held by the Correfpond- 
ing Society ; and, on the other hand, 
their advocates have retorted the 
accufation, and afcribed them to the 
emiflaries of the miniiter. We mutt 
in juftice declare that neither of 
thefe opinions feems warranted by 
the depofitions at the bar of the 
houfe of lords, nor by the appear- 
ance of the multitude which was 
aflembled on that occafion, the ma- 
jority of whom confifted, as ufual, 
of women and children; and thefe 
were, in general, the moift active 
and clamorous. 

His majefty proceeded from the 
palace to open the feflion of par- 
liament, at the ufual hour, between 
two and three o’clock; and the 
crowd in St. James’s park, whic! 
is always contiderable on theie oc- 
cafions, was certainly greater than 
ufual, though we conceive it mutt 
have been over-rated, when it was 
eftimated at 150,000 perfons. A 
fine day, and arumour which had 
been circulated, with what view it 
is impoflible to afcertain, that a riot 
was likely to take place, contribut- 
ed greatiy to increafe the multitude 
of the ipectators. 

As the royal carriage paffed along 
the park, the predominant exclama- 
tions were, * Peace!—Peace!— 
Give us bread !—No Pitt !—No fa- 
mine!—No war!”—A few voices 
were heard to exclaim, ** Down 
with George!” or words to that 
effect. In the park, and in the 
ftreets adjacent to Weittmintter 
Hall, fome ftones and other things 
were thrown, nine of which, it is 
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alerted, ftruck the ftate coach; 
and one of them, which was fu- 
ipected to have proceeded from a 
window in Margaret-ftreet, near 
the abbey, perforated one of the 
windows by a fmall circular aper- 
ture; and from thefe circumftances 
it was fuppofed by fome to have 
been a bullet difcharged from an 
air-gun, or from fome fimilar en- 
gine of detiruction; but no bullet 
was found; and whatever it was, it 
neither touched the king, nor the 
noblemen who attended him. 

As we have already intimated, 
this outrage was by fome confider- 
ed asa 
Correfponding Society ; and on the 
other hand, the accufation was re- 
torted.on their adverfaries by the 
adherents of that fociety, who have 
afferted (though, we muft believe, 
without reafon) that if there was a 
plot, it muft have originated inadif- 
ferent quarter, and for vet ‘y differ- 
ent purpoles, They obferve, that, 
according to the unguarded a dmif- 
fion of Mr. fecretary Dundas, the 
bills, which were immediately upon 
this event introduced into li 


pariia- 
ment for reftricting the liberty: ol 


the prefs, nd iol pre venting } 'b- 
lic meeting 1S, 2 d been In the COn- 


templati on of iminifiers ever fince 


the failure of the protecution of 


Hardy, &¢c. and that a fair op- 
portunity was wanting to bring 
them forth. They remark, that in 


other countries fimilar outrages 
have been committed, net by the 
populace, dut by | hired for 
particular views; that the attack on 
the late king of Portugal, which 
proved the deftruction of the po- 
pular party there, was now gene- 
rally confidered by hiftorians 

{trata rem of one of 


is 
CiiOil 


niiniiters. 


r . ¥ . . , ee 

Chev aliert, that ln the late outrage 

-' . . > ° > ® , 

the roval carriace was accompanied 

by a particular fet of perfons who 
; i 

were the moft clamorous, and 





confpirac) vonthe part of the> 


as the 
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had frequent opportunities of per- 
fonally affaulting the king, but who 
on the contrary feemed ftu lious to 
keep off the reft of the mob. They 
remark, in fine, as a moft extraor- 
dinary and unprecedented fact, that 
not one of thofeé who threw the 
ftones, or otherwife attacked the 
king, was brought to juftice, though 
a reward of one thoufand pounds was 
offered. Thefe mu devon? recrimina- 
tions we only ftate to fhew the vio- 
lence and the artifices of the party; 
for, from various circumftances, we 
are of opinion that no con! ipiracy 
whatever exifted; and that the 
whole was a fudden ebullition: of 
popular fury, exafperated by the 
misfortunes of the war, and by the 
evils of famine. 

As his majefty returned from the 
houfe through the park, though 'the 
eates of the Horfe Guards were fhut 


to exclude the mob, vet even this 
precaution ‘was not ‘futficient to 
prevent a renewal of the rnc > 


and another ftone was 
the carriage as it | 


throw at 

ed Op] ofit i to 
‘race. <After‘the 
hted at St. James's 
te cht: 


Spring Garden te 
kine had'aliy 
the populace attacked the ftatt 
riage; and in} way threue 
Mall to the Mews, it was 
demolifhed. 
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ly Pail- 
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meupesveree 
+ , ror ’ x» Sot 

It Vv ' a \ ti fingular cCircume-~ 


ace that hismajetty was permitted 
to return from the houte of lords 
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without any ac \ditional guard or ef- 


Ais sate 
Col t. " he ¢ dilpofitionsevinced 
by ¢ popul ace ought certainly to 


ba induced the minitters to have 
taken fomeprecaution, hadtheyhéen 
actuated by a pr ‘tion for 
! Was expoled 
ir mifcondne. 
No triend of mona hy, no man 


oper alle 


vho adimires and rever the private 
rt of his fovereign, could re- 
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city on a public fefiival without a 
large military efcort, faw with 
negligent unconcern, and with un- 
feeling apathy, their protector and 
their king return from St. James’s 
amidft a mifguided and enraged 
populace, with no other protection 
or attendant than two footmen be- 
hind his private carriage. 

In this unproteéted ilate, as foon 
as the carriage had turned out of 
the paved pallage that leads from 
the garden gate, the horfe-path un- 
der the garden wali was found filled 
with people, who obitructed the 
paflage for a fhort time, and in a 
moft daring manner infulted his ma- 
jefty. Fortunately, however, fome 
of the life-guardimen, who were 
mounted as returning from duty to 
the Horfe-Guards, being informed 
of the circumftances, rode back 
and relieved his majefty from this 
new danger and perplexity. 

During the whole of the day, 
it was obferved that the king ap- 
peared more deeply affected by the 
melancholy clamoursthat furround- 
ed him, than by the coarfe and 
unworthy indignities which were 
offered. On his return, when the 


carriage was ftopt, he fhewed evi- 
dent figns of agitation. His face 
was fluthed, his eyes were momen- 
tarily turned from fide to fide, and 
his manner evinced the utmoft per- 
turbation. 

Four witneffes of what paffed in 
the courfe of the day, viz. Mr. Wal- 
ford of Pall Mall, Mr. Stockdale 
of Piccadilly, one of his majefty’s 
footmen, and Kennedy, belonging to 
the office of police in Bow-ftreet, 
were feverally examined at the bar of 
the houfe of lords on the evening of 
the 29th; and a copy of the minutes 
of the evidence was communicated 
to the houfe of commons the fol- 
lowing day. 

The evidence exSibited on this 
occafion went only to confirm the 
narrative which we have already 
given, and to criminate a man of 
the name of Kidd Wake, and three 
other perfons, who were appre- 
hended on the occafion, but who 
appeared to have been no further 
guilty than in hifling and halloo- 
ing, and making ufe of fome inde- 
cent and feditious expreffions *. 

On the 31ft of Odtober, a pro- 
clamation was iflued, offering a re- 

ward 


* Mr. Jobn Walford, of Pall Mall, called out on duty that day asa confiable, depofed, 


























that, on entering Parliament-fireet, he obferved one wan in particular among the crowd 
7 active; which he obferved to Mr. Stockdale, his brother conflable, at the ens 
Phis man was running by the fide of the coach, and e: claiming, “ No war! Down with 
George And on their entrance into Palace Yard, he obferved fomething come with erezt 
velocity from the foot pay ciment as be thought; on which he obferved to Mr. Stockdale, 
* Good God! the glafs is broken! That muf furely be a ball.” His majefty then pafied on 
to the houfe, and he obferved the man with the crowd perfeGly quiet. ee we his 
majeity's coming out of the houfe, the crowd fet upa hooting "and hifling He did not 
obferve that mah any more particularly, till he arrived in the Park; when bat verecived 
him frequently to loop down, but whether he picked up any this 48 e td Fo but 
at that time there were many fiones thrown f; Me | > ates Stag A Aprons 

) \ om different quarters. Hearing the faine 


man make the fame exclwaation again he ’-s ‘. . 
= _ again, he told him, if not uiet safl oMiuen — 
take him inte oull As ? G ’ he inof affured], th vuld 


He fereated the 


x¢lamation of “ Down with Georee!” 
eLiately feiwed Nien: ¢ . 


d, under the protection of the horfe 
of St. James's, where he left him. 


‘_- *. . ' ¢ o 
| z © other perfuns examined faid little anc te than w 
W allord 


On the fame evening fome perfors. tates 
; } | . ‘ one ime © ; > ta ° 
ie TO MAD YCKS, WCre Oxadimed at thie Jie 


asain; upon which he imme- 
enh cae guards, conducted him to the 
ent to confirm the evidence of Mr. 
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ward of one thoufand poundstoany great number of perfons were col- 
perfon or perfons, other than thoie leéted in the ficlds in the neigh- 
actually concerned in doing any bourhood of the metropolis by 
aét by which his m ajefty’ s royal per- dadvertifements and hand-bills, and 
fon was immediately en idangered, that divers inflammatory difcourfes 
who fhould give information fo were delivered to the perfons fo 
that any of the mutters or abettors collected, and divers proceedings 
in that outrage might beapprehend- were had, tending to create ground- 
ed and brought to jut ce. lefs jealoufy and difcontent, and to 

On the ath day of November endanger the public peace; and 
another proclamation was iffued. that fuch proce edings w ere follow- 
It began by announcing, that, im- ed, on the day on whith the feflion 
mediately before the opening ofthe of ‘parliament commenced, by acts 
prefent feflion of parliament, a of tumult and violence, and by 


The firtt was Kidd Wake (the perfon taken by Mr. Walford), aged twenty-feven, and a 
journeyman printer, 

Lemon Cafeby, aconfiable, depofed, that he obferved the prifoner, foon after the car- 
riage had entered the Park, hifs, gfoan, and call out, * No war!’ vehemently aad re- 
peatediy. The witnefs endeavoured to fecure him, but fell down in the attempt; when 
he rofe, he obferved the prifoner avain in the fame act; he kept his eyes upon him as fas 
the Horfe Guards, and there iott ight of him. After his majetly alighted at the houfe of 
Jord?, a Mr. Walford came up, and obferved to the witnels aud other p 
he fhould know the man who broke the glals of the coach, deicribioy him to wear « greea 
coat with a black collar 

On the return of his majefiy into the Park, near St. James's, he obferved the prifoner 
fcufliing with Mr. Walford, to whofe aflihance he went, and they fecured him; Mr. W al- 
ford not attending to identity his perfon, the defcription given by hun to the witnels, of 


acc o1ecrs, tiut 


the man who threw the fione in Parliamcat-fireet, could not be received ia evidence. 

The prifoner faid he was in the fervige of Mr. Noble, a printer; was a married man; and 
by hiffing and groaning at his majeiiy, he meant only tu let the king fee © he was difiatis- 
fied at the war.’”’ 


Three others were cxamined the fame evenine with Kidd Wake: but the evidence did 


not affect them material) wil our, however, were committed to prtlou tiiat ey cning ior 


: 
further examination, 


On the next morning Kidd’ Wake was brought before the fitting nvqgiftrates for re- 


. 
examination, Viucn Mr. W: if rd, above mcnutodne d, eume torwaid, and a *PULCU, that “us 


foon as he joined the procetlion as a conflabie, he olterved to Mr. Stochalale, bis brother 


otiicer, how very particularly active the prifoner was in hiflinyg, hooting, aad calling out, 


* ‘* ; ! . 4 
** No war! Aad as the procedion was palling through St. Margaret-fireet, he faw fomee 


thing finall go with great velocity againfl one ot the coach windows, which made a fall 
hole in the glafs; and at this time the prifoner dite ppeare d; but when the king arrived at 
the houle of peers, he again obterved the prijoner in the tront of the ¢ wd: when fome 
other otheers, remarking the prifoner’s active conduct, propofed to take lim into cuflody 
but on confderation it was declined. When his maictiy came out of the houfe, he lott Aghe 
of the prifcner til! the proceflion had paffed through the Horfe Guards, when he obferved 
the prifoner, and about thirty more, clofe to the carriage, grinning ut the ging, groaning, 
and calling out, © No war! Down George!’ But whetoer the prifoner f id down George, 
from the Horfe Guards towards 


Carleton Houfe gates, ix orfeven tones were thang at the « atrjyage; and about the time the 


he could not potitivels fav. As the pro effion was p: liethg 


flones were flung, he obferved the prifoner foop two or three times; but whether he dung 


nny of the Cones he would not p mtively fry. Jhe witnelfs reenontirated with the priibae 
wpon the impropricts of his cendu@, who paid no attention to the remonfiraner, till af 
i 
‘ ’ ' ate ‘ tie itbanre oa ic hie ri 
lengti paling diony the M N, tiie WILNCIS, with t! t fall of ne of f hor; pm ldwen lids 


Trcured his. The pritoner, Kidd Wake, was re-comumitted for further examination. He 
at length was brougit to trial, and found guilty of hooting, groaning, aud hiiany at the 
hing; for which he was festenced to be confined tor feveral years in the penitepuary 


daring 


houfe at Gloucefier. and to Maud ia the piitery, 
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daring and criminal outrages, to the 
immediate danger of his majefty’s 
perfon. And turther, that uneali- 
nefs and anxiety had been raifed in 
the minds of his majetty’s faithful 
fubjeéts by rumours and apprehen- 
fions that feditious and unlawful 
aflemblies were intended to be held 
by evil-difpofed perfons; that it 
was therefore thought fit to enjoin 
and require all juftices of the peace, 
fheriffs, andgall well-difpoted per- 
fons throughout the Kingdom, to 
fe their utrroft diligence to difcou- 
rase, prevent, and fupprefs all fe- 
ditious and unlawful aflemblies, and 
the diftbution of all feditious pa- 
pers and publications. 

Thus the public mind was gradu- 
ally prepared for a moit important 
innovation on the Bnufh conititu- 
tion: an innovation, which, had 
it been carried to the extent that 
miniiters at firft intended, would 
have laid the Bill of Rights,and 
Magna Charta itfelf proftrate in the 
duit, and would have nearly efia- 
blithed a military defpotifm in the 
vhich have lone been dear to En 


ine 
wl 
ify 
j 


ace of thofe laws and cultoms 


» 7"?! 
imen; thofe laws and libertie 
a ; } 1 a Tae 
OO] VN eae il . ul AUCC QI , ChMeCTIULLS 
Ler there Aland - ' yr i * 
yea t e1r 0 od to preierve ‘ hich, 


be unfortunate houfe of Stuart w 


1] . 1 _ A, owen 
( pelled Trom) ine throne of they 

. . ’ , : | 
mneceitors: and t »acl dv nich, the 


e\* . \ ’ a. se ; . 
rire ot (hele aX ) ~e i ‘ 


-~ 


' aft hk os or t ehe eal . 
}: te ui) t ‘ hans i Sein a be l 
4 


4 i oy 
| S 46 er \v | ery ti \ 
alluce to two briis w h we 
th ( rit t] ¢ { 2) AYA A- 
’ i | , 
ment by 1 Grenville and Mr. 
] ee — no te natl - ‘Ted 
hile 2 i‘ ¥ it Wi ie mM ) 
laws, after vigorous debotes, in 
. onth ot ar r 1? } r -, - ys 
] ‘ rt; i Dic i 
one W entitiec, “sin c.ét fort 
. 2 . 
eatetv ana treiervation o 
: . , y ) 
veftv’s Perfon and Governme 


gain Treafonable and Sedit 


Praétices and Attempts.” And thé 
other, * An Aé& for the more etffec- 
tually preventing Seditious Meet- 
ings and Affembiies.”” 

Notwithftanding the outrages 
which had taken place during his 
majefty’s progrefs to the houfe, the 
fetlion of parliament was regularly 
opened in the ufual way, by a {peech 
from the throne; but that ceremony 
was no fooner concluded, than the 
bar of the houfe of peers was ab- 
ruptly ordered to be cleared, and 
their lordthips went into a commit- 
tee of privileges, in confequence 
of the circumitances which had at- 
tended his majefty’s coming to the 
houfe. 

Their lordhhips having firft or- 
dered his majetiv’s fpeech to be 
taken into confideration the fol- 
lowing day, lord Grenville ftat- 
ed, that his majefty had been grofs- 
1 infulted in his way to the houfe, 
his ftate coach damaged, and an 
affault attempted on his royal per- 
1oONn. 


The earl of Weftmoreland (mafter 
of the horfe) ttated tothe houfe the 
particulars of the infult and out- 
rage, as faras thev had fallen with- 
in his knowledge; and lord Onflow 
(a lord of the bed-chamber) con- 

rmed the report made by thé earl 
ot Wefim ve] nd, 

Phe jowrnals having been pre- 
| for precedents, 
Hh acdreis Was prope fed ; and this 
: tose ToOlLowed Dv a conference 
e other houte, to defire their 
meafure. After 
ation among feveral 
» the marquis of Lanf- 

raverted with feve rity 
ny on t ) 
niiters, whom he cifcredited and 
rob ed upon this occafion. He 
beheved, o> his part, that it wae 
ounter-part of 
iP OTON | i ¢; the alarm bell to tere 
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rify the people into weak compli- 
ances, that miniiters might continue 
in por Vel a power which drew the 
conitit ution into their own Fel 
and which he could rot coniider a 
fately lodged while in their potter. 
1100. 

The remainder of the day was 
{pent in the examination of wit- 
netles, and in a conference with 
the houfe of conmons, The earl 
of Mansfield,‘ as chief manager for 
the lords, ftated the nature of the 
evidence they ! received; and 
the two ho afterwards 
cloied the fitting, by adjournment 
till the next da 

On the 20th of October the mi- 
nutes of the evidence of the wit- 
houle of 


, 
.art 
aschhl 


; 'y 
mes LoOONn 


' 


netles examined in the 


fords was communk ited to the 
houfe of commons. ‘The readu ig 


evidence being clofed, the 
Ns unavimoully agreed tothe 
and a metlege was fent to 


of this 
comm 
addrets, 
acquaint the lords therewith. lis 
majeity s anfwer to the addrefs was 
reported on the 2d of November. 
Onthe 4thot November, 
of the proclamation iffued by his 


maieity reiative to the ¢ escom- 


ryiee 
( Ope 


Luitr ne 
VJhath ars 
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mitted againit his perion on the 
o! ’ Cd ! 7 te { = 2 
gta of Vecrober, and of the pro- 
mm) atal Peru ; 1! li i i 6a 
CiaAMIAUON Aierwaius 3} a hii 1¢@G re 
lative to jedMious meetings, were 
tubmitted to w RioOusAl OT pecls bv 
} s 7 ° , , 
lord Mansheld, and were ordered 


to hie on tine tTavle. 
Un the 
g i\ e 


lord Grenville 


‘ 
' ai ae 1 
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{ame day 
notice, 
he would 
better fecuring the fafety of his 
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, ;~ , 
ni ry perion anda goverame 
hen ¢ a } *- , aid , 
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o| md aay = ——— } “\¢ 
aileiry | Galillits 1um nonea to at- 
-« ! s7% = > + 
Rw eee | ! X ‘ . 
‘ } 4 “oy ! 4 ~~ 
Lord Grenville, on the 6th of 
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order of the day, which was, that 
his majefty’s proclamations thould 
be read. His lordthip conceived 
thofe proclamations to be the 
ground-work of the bill which 
he propoicd that day to fubmit 
to the confideration of the houfe. 
The late violent attack upon the 
perfon of his majelily demanded 
fome neceflary meafures for the 
prevention of fimilar abufes; and 
that attack he fufpeéted to have 
been made in contequence of the 
licentious aflemblies and proceed- 
ings which had of late been fufter- 
ed without any reliric- 
tion. The treafonable and feditious 
{peechesand writings which had lat- 
terly been foailiduouily difleminated 
at public meetings, together with 
the number of libcls otherwife cir- 
culated, were fo general and notos 
rious, as molt particularly to call 
for the interference of parliament. 
He, as a fervant of his majeity and 
a me f that houfe, looked 


notice or. 


' 
HIoer oO} 


upon it as bis duty to remon {trate 


igainit them, and endeavour to 
check their flagitious tendency. 


He obferved, that, whatever varia- 
tion there might be in the bill he 
had to propofe trom the precedents 
of former times, he aflured their 


lordfhips that they would be found 
only to varv io far as the pecuiar 


forms of exifting circumftances re- 
quired. The precedents to 


he referred were 


W hic h 
thofe in the reiun 


of Elizabeth, and at the com- 
mencement of the rei-n of Charles 
the Second, acts palled in approved 
times, and applied to circumiiancs 
> ay no means diffimilar to thofe of 
the pret dav. ii ioubted not 
ruiftt r I rr {} ips would: vr = with 
hin t| ( tv thee was af 
pI g afpeedy remedy to theft 
ngerous pradices, which had 
{fo far as to encanger th 
eet chy Or even the lit and 
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fafety of our prefent fovereign. 
On thefe grounds he prefented a bill 
entitled, ** An A& tor the Safety 
and Preférvation of his Majetty’s 
Perfon and Government againtt 
"Treafonable and Seditious Practices 
and Atrempts;” which being read 
a firft time, he moved that it 
fhould be printed, and the lords be 
fummoned for the fecond reading 
on the Tuefday following. 

The earl of Lauderdale faid, that, 
when he faw the proclamation which 
had juft been read, his mind was 
hlled with an equal degree of fur- 

rize and anxiety, confidering it to 
¢ a moft extraordinary and unac- 
countable meafure; that he had 
returned home, after the debate of 
a preceding evening *, perfectly fa- 
tisfied, from what had paffed there, 
that every idea of difquiet or alarm 
had been lulled by the declaration 
they had heard from the higheft 
authority, and which tended to 
convince the nation, that one of 
the creat objects of the war was 
completely fulfilled, and that the 
dread and alarm which had any 
where exilted was guicted by the 
falutary effeé>s of the proclama- 
tion of 1792, and the fubfequent 
meatures which minifters had a.- 
dopted. But his aftonithment was 
greatly excited by the perufal of 
the proclamation of Weinefday 
laft, and his furprize was augment- 
ed at finding a bill introduced from 
the fame quarter, and grounded 
upon that proclamation. This mea- 
fure appeared to him to be a direét 
contradiction tothe high authority he 
had juit alluded to, and proved thac 
now it would be alfurd to fuppofe 
government had fucceeded in ob- 
taining one of the ereateft objects 
of the war; for they now came 


. a . 
\liuding to the debate on the addr 


Weer, fee the following chapter. 


forward with a meafure teri times 
ftronger and more dangerous to the 
liberties of the country, than they 
had hitherto dared to do, even at 
the moment of their greateft and 
moft avowed alarm. 

His lordfhip contended, that, by 
the bill then introduced, a variety 
of new crimes and new treatons 
would be added to the criminal 
code of this country; and it would 
effe@ a total alteration of the laws 
refpeéting treafon, and a moft dan- 
gerous innovation upon the confti- 
tution. He thought it extraordi- 
nary, that fo ftrong a meafure fhould 
be propofed before there -was the 
leaft evidence to prove that there 
was the flighteft connexion between 
the meetings at Hlington, &c. and 
the outrage on his majeity, or that 
the treafon and fedition complained 
of did actually exift. Thus a bill 
was to be brought in without the 
leaft foundation, which, if pafl- 
ed into a law, would annihilate 
every liberty and privilege which 
Enelifamen then enjoyed. No 
public meeting, for any public pur- 
pote, could be held, however le- 
gal fuch meeting might be, under 
fuch a law. ‘The old conftitution 
of France had nothing more defpo- 
tic or more inconfittent with the 
liberties of the people, than this bill 
went tocreate. ‘The faét appeared 
to him to be, that, minifters having 
involved the country in a ruinous 
and deftructive war, they had then 
recourfe to extraordinary and un- 
heard of meafures, as the only 
means to carry on their mad and 
dangerous fyftem; a war entered 
into againft the fenfe of the people, 
and carried on at an expence fo 
enormous, that it was with much 
difficulty the poor could bear the 


chs to is majefiy on the 50th of Odober; for . 
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effure of thofe crievances which 
it had alread, occationed. 

The bill, ne eontended, was not 
brought in to check a tpecific or 
immediate danger, but as a perma- 
nent alteration of the criminai law 
of this country; for it wes to con- 
tinue during the life of the king, 
and even afterwards. What ren- 
dered the bill {till more obje¢tiona- 
ble was, that the minifters who were 
to be entrufted with this extra. 
ordinary acquifition of executive 
power, were the very mein who 
had in the moft glaring manner 
{trained the application of the pe- 
nal laws to an unprecedented 
height. He pointed out feveral 
cafes wherein perfons had been 
treated with extreine tvranny under 
profecutions for fuppoted fedition 
and treafon ; and concluded a very 
able and animated {peech, by pro- 
nouncing the bill then before their 
lordfhips to be “ one of the fevereil, 
and moft dangerous to the rights 
and liberties of the people, that had 
ever been introduced.” 

Lord Grenville, in contradiction 
to the earl of Lauderdale, obferved 
that minifters had not faid that all 
difcontent and defign againft the 
sovernment of this country was 
done away; that all feditious prac- 
tices were at an end. This was not 
the fpirit or the meaning of his 
noble friend on the woolfack. The 
fpirit of what he had faid was this, 
that by the firmnefs of parliament 
in oppofing principles which had 
been fupported by the arms of 
France, and which had been in- 
duftrioufly propagated in this coun- 
try, their lordfhips were yet able 
to debate in that houfe, and ftil 
poflefied of the power of arguing 
on the advantages of the britith 
conttitution ; neither was it true 
that minifters had at any time affert- 
ed that there wasa general {pirit of 
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difloyalty or difafiection in this 
country; fo far from this, he had 
the glory of faying,. there was al. 
moft an univerfal {pirit of loyalty 
in the nation. 

He denied the noble earl’s af- 
fertion, that minifters had brought 
on this war. ‘The votes of theie 
lordfhips had already dex lared, that 
minilters had not involved the 
country in thiswar. With refpect 
to the provifions of the bill, when 
they came to be argued, he fhould 
prove his aflertions on the neceflity 
of the meafure. He fhould prove 
to the fatisfaction of their lordihips, 
that it did not, in the fmalleft de- 
gree, interfere with the right of the 
people to meet in legal and peace- 
able affeinblies. None could be 
made to fulfer by it, except thofe 
who knew their conduct and inten- 
tions were wicked. 

The duke of Bedford faid that 
he would embrace a future oppor- 
tunity to exprefs the fentiments of 
difapprobation which he entertain- 
ed againft the bill. He was con- 
vinced, that, while it was in their 
power to aflemble, the people of 
this country would meet, and dif- 
play their fenfe of this injurious at- 
tack aimed at their deareit rights 
aid liberties, in a manner fo mark- 
ed and decifive, as would induce 
their lordfhips to abandon the de- 
fign of carrying forward the bill. 

The earl of Radnor obferved 
that he might pothbly be thouglit 
an odd man: but fo far from being 
afraid to conftitute new treafons, 
he rather wifhed to do fo than not, 
If it were thought that certain of- 
fences, not in the purview of the 
act 25 Edward the Third, ought to 
be confidered and punifhed as high 
treafon, why not make them high 
treafon at once, and enaét that they 
were fo? By fo doing, men would 
be taught to take warning, to un- 


derftand 






















































































“4 BRITISH AND 


derftand what crimes they were 
com: nitting, and what punifhment 
they were incurring, and to feel the 
neceility of conducting tuemfclves 
accordingly. 

The queftion was at length put 
and carried, that the bill be print- 
ed, &c. 

The duke of Portland, on the 
roth of November, prefented a pe- 
tition to the houfe from the city of 
Bath, figned by a great number of 
perions of that city, tating eirab- 
horrence cf the outrages and infults 
committed againit his majetty’s per- 
fon and the dignity of parliament, 
upon the firft “day of the feflion, 
and praying that their lordthins 
would take fuch fteps as might 
bring the offenders to fpeedy pu- 
n fhment, and prevent the commif- 
fion of fimiiar crimes in future; 
which was read at the table. 

Lord Grenville then moved the 
order of the da Vy; the fecond read ing 
of the bill to protect his majefty’s 
perfon and the conftitution of the 
country from fimilar attacks to 
thofe which had been fo recently 
made upon both. He had alre ady 
tiated the grounds upon which this 
bill was brought in; the fact fet 
forth in tees preamble was unde- 
niable ; a body of proof upon that 
head was already before their lord- 
fhips; in addition to that evidence, 
they had his majefty’s proclama- 
tion, grounded upon inquiry and 
examination. That fuch a meet- 
ing had been held in the fields but 
three days before the meeting of 
parliament, no man could hetitate 
to believe ; no man likewife could 
doubt for a fingle moment, that the 
daring outrage committed on the 
perfon of the fovereign, and in it 
a moft unprecedented infult on the 
dignity and freedom of parliament, 
followed trom the feditious f, peeches, 
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and libellous and treafonable papers 
circulated at that meeting. 

The bill, he faid, might be di- 
vided into two parts; the firft for 
the f.fety and protection of his ma- 
jefty’s perfon, the other foe the pu- 
nifhment of treafonable crimes 
gainft the ttate. On the firtt, 
prefumed, there would be no dilfer 
ence of opinion; and on the fe- 
cond, he aff-rted that there were 
no punithments created for crimes 
that were not already acknowledg- 
ed to be fo by the exifting laws, ex- 
centins that itu as intended by the 
prefent bill, to include treatonable 
publications and difcourtes as equal- 
ly criminal and dangerous with the 
acts ftated to be treafon by the laws 
then in force. To cdevife or com- 
pafs the king's death, was already 
treafon ; and fhe w vole of that part 
of the bill was groundetl upon the 
folemn opinions of the beit lawvers 
in this country: There could not 
be a doubt but fuch compafiing or 
con{piring againft the king’ S perfon 
and government, as was “fpecified 
in the bill, amounted to that degree 
of guilt which called for the moft 
fevere punithment: whether it a- 
mounted to levying civil waragainft 
the King, or encouraging foreign 
enemies, or by writing, publithing, 
or even fpeaking, the effect of the 
crime was the fame, and the pu- 
nifhment ought to be fo likewite. 
The prov ifions of the bill had been 
made upon the fame principles as 
the acts of queen Elizabeth and 
Charles the Second, and were in 
fact as fimilar as the circumftances 
of the prefent times would admit; 
and it having been found that diffi- 
culties fometimes arofe in the con- 
ftruction of the acts now in force, 
it was intended, by the variations 
from them in this bill, to afcertain 
precifely the meaning which was 
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to be given to the whole of the 
treafon laws. When the bill came 
into the cominittee, he meant to 
move the omitting of the words 
maiicious and advifed /peaking; and 
that being done, there would re- 
main nothing in the bill which was 
not already acknow ledged by the 
exifting laws to be trealon. With 
regard to the claufe refpecting fedi- 
tion, it did not, he faid, interfere 
with the prefent laws, nor prohi- 
bit any acts or meetings which were 
then legal, but in fome cafes pro- 
vided a more adequate ith J/himent tor 
the degree of crime, than the ex- 
ifting Jaws admitted of ait having 
in many initanc es been found, that 
though the crime was fufhciently 
proved, the law did not point out 
any adequate punif hi nent. Having 
taken this gene ral view of the bill, 
he maged the fecond re ie See of it. 
' "The duke of Bedford ttated, that, 
as far as the bill related to the glar- 
ing and flagitious outrage commit- 
ted againft the foverei: on, every man 
in and out of the houfe mutt repro- 
bate fach crimes, and earneftly with 
to fee them punifhed in an ade- 
quate and exemplary manner; at 
the fame time he muit add, that he 
faw nothing in the bill that tended 
in the leaft to fecure or proteét his 
majefty’s perfon in a better or more 
effe€@tual manner than it was now 
protected by the exifting laws. 
he fecond part of the bill was 
founded upon the proclamation a- 
gainft the meetings which had been 
Jately held. He a opealed to their 
lordihips, whether it would not be 
inconfittent with their dignity to 
proceed to fo folemn an act as the 
introduction of this extraordinary 
and dangerous bill, without having 
before them any proof of any fort, 
that the proceedings of thofe meet- 
ings had rendered fo {trong a mea- 
{ure indifpenfable, When the faine 
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miniftry propofed the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas C orpus Act, a feleét com. 
mittee was appointed, who report- 
ed to the houte a mats of evidence 
which gave to their proc edings at 
leatt the appearance of delibe ration; 
whereas, in the prefent cafe, they 
feemed to difregard all idea of de- 
liberation, inquiry, or evidence. 
It was not enough that lord Gren- 
ville fhould declare, that de was fa- 
tisfied on this point } parliament 
ought to know the neceflity of the 
meafure before they ad lopted it. He 
wifhed the noble fecretary of {tate 
would explain how the law, as far 
as it regarded the king’s life, was 
in any refpect de fective. or wi liscin 
this bill on likely to amend it. 

His grace then made f fome pointed 
obfervations upon the good times from 
which lord Grenvi ile had taken his 
precedents in fupport of the bill. 
He never Bre. g that the noble 
lord had fo far forgotten what he 
and = ni eottnen owed to thofe whe 
brought about the revolution, as to 
{peak of the reigns of Elizabeth 
and Charles the Second as models 
for example, or furnifhing prece- 
dents for government to act upon 
inthe prefent day. The noble lord 
ought to reflect on the events which 
followed thofe precedents; and they 
would furely furnifh him with no- 
thing that he could wifh to antici- 
pate from this meafure. In queen 
Elizabeth’s time thofe laws were 

chiefly direéted againft bulls iffued 
by the pope, and when the countr 
was in a very diftraéted ftate, both 
from foreign and domeftic foes; 
and in Charles the Second’s reign, 
thefe meafures were adopted when 
he was juft reftored after a twenty 
years’ abfence, and were deemed 
abfolutely neceflary for his pro- 
tection. 

The earl of Lauderdale rofe, and 
faid that he did not believe the af- 
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fertion to be true, that the outrage 
upon the king, which they all la- 
mented, was to be afcribed to the 
meeting in the fields near Iflington ; 
nor did he think there was the 
{malleft conneétion between the 
LondonCorrefponding Society, and 
the mob who committed the out- 
race in Weitininfter on the firft day 
of the feffion. That fociety had no 
more to do with it than his ma- 
jefty’s cabinet. The cabinet, in- 
deed were evidently more deeply 
involved. ‘The cabinet had com- 
menced the war; and, by their mad 
continuance of it, had reduced the 
Jower order of people to the moft 
abject and intolerable diftrefs. Was 
jt therefore to be wondered at, in 
fuch circumftances, if fome thirty 
or fifty infatuated individuals, in a 
mixed aflembly of 100,000, fhould 
break out and vent their indignation 
in any manner that the irritation of 
the moment fuggefted ; 

The noble lord then went into an 
hiftorical review of the events that 
had occurred in different reigns, 
and the effeéts of fanguinary laws 
againft treafon, as conducive more 
to the deftruction of monarchical 
governments, than to the protection 
of them, and the prefervation of 
public tranquillity. He adverted to 
the right of granting money in the 
other houfe of parliament, and afked, 
if the noble lord chofe to follow the 
precedent of Charles the Second, 
and defire the commons to grant 
three years’ pay to the army, whe- 
ther he could expe& to fucceed in 
the attempt He contended ftrongly 
for taking precedents from better 
times, and then recurred to the 
ftatute of Edward the Third, which 
was accounted the beft definition 
of the treafon laws, and was very 
different trom the prefent bill, which 
contained words never before em- 
ployed upon fimilar occafions ; 


for inftance, the word con/fiturion, 
Whocould define theconftitutionin 
an aét of parliament? Law and go- 
vernment could be defined; but he 
had good authority, from a famous 
sey meg well known to minifters, 
to fay that the word confiitution 
could not. From the wording of 
this claufe, he muft infiit that it 
created new crimes by new phrafes, 
The word people came under the 
fame uncertainty as conffitutions 
and was in no other ad of parlia- 
ment. His lordfhip then faid, that, 
however difpleating it might be to 
fome of their lordfhips to hear it, he 
was juftified by great and known aus 
thorities in faying, that times and 
circumftances might be fuch as not 
only to juftify, but to make refift- 
ance become aduty. He was much 
againft parliament giving great la- 
titude to the judges by new powers. 

Lord Lauderdale concluded his 
fpeech with making fome obferva- 
tions upon the fituation of public af- 
fairs, and the deranged ftate of the 
finances. 

Lord Mansfield expreffed a very 
different opinion of the bill. Ie 
had been faid, that the ftatute of 
Edward the Third was fufficient ; 
but he confidered that ftatute as 
furnifhing too many evafions, and 
as liable to too much uncertainty, 
to be a fuitable remedy for fuch an 
attack as had been made upon his 
majefty. The ftatute of queen Eli- 
zabeth had been juftified by her 
lituation; but he would remark, 
that the regulations it contained 
were copied into that of queen 
Anne. A denial of her right was 
declared to be high treafon; and 
upon this aé a perfon had been 
conviéted and executed. 

In the reign of Charles the Se- 
cond, he faid, much of the leaven 
of republicanifm remained. There 
werealfo Fifth-monarchy men, who, 

7 indeed, 
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indeed, differed from the republi- 
tans of the prefent dzy, who wifh- 
ed for no king, as they adhered to 
the idea of a king of a certain de- 
{cription. He juftified the words, 
‘“* and conftitution,” which had been 
inferted in the claufe, after the 
words, * efablifhed government,” 
in the fecond part of the bill. He 
confidered the words, as, in every 
view, proper and parliamentary. 
Refpecting fedition, he could not 
agree with infinuations that feven 
years’ tranfportation was too fevere 
a punifhment for the fecond of- 
fence; and though told that it 
would give diffatisfation without 
doors, he would not allow this cir- 
cumftance to influence his mind, 
in .". of the unpopularity his con- 
duét might occafion. He con- 
cluded with fome compliments to 
the known humanity and fortitude 
of his majefty. 

After fomé explanation between 
lord Grenville and lord Lauderdale, 
the duke of Norfolk rofe, and con- 
tended that the doé¢trine of refift- 
ance was a principle of the confti- 
tution, to which the family of Brunf- 
wick owed their elevation, and 
which in every fituation he would 
remember, though he would not 
fix the precife oecafion on which 
it ought to be employed. He was 
of opinion, that, from the evidence 
they had received at the bar on the 
frit day of the feflion, fome mea- 
fure might have been propofed to 
prevent his majefty from being mo- 
lefted in his paffage to and from 
parliament, which he thought not 
iufficiently provided for by the fta- 
tute of Edward the Third; yet, he 
faid, that in its prefent form, and 
embracing fuch a variety of ob- 
jects, he would certainly vote a- 
gainft the bill. 
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The earl of Abingdon oppofed 


the bill; and unaccountably intro. 
duced fome obfervations on his own 
cafe, and on the late Mr. Eftwick. 

The duke of Leeds faid, that his 
refpect for the facred perfon of his 
majefty would induce him to cons 
fent to go into a committee with the 
bill, in hopes that it might be fo 
qualified, as to aff rd a {ure pro- 
tection to the king without violat- 
ing the rights of the people. He 
would with to leave out the word 
“© government’? altogether. It was 
more general, and capable “of a 
wider latitude of conftruction, even 
than the word * con/ffitution.”’ 

The marquis Townfend faw no- 
thing in the bill to prevent coun- 
ti¢s from deliberating on public 
meafures; and exprefling their free 
opinion on every fubjeét. 

The duke of Bedford concluded 
the débate by faying, that no fatis- 
tisfa€tory anfwers had been given 
to the arguments againft this bill ; 
but fpecial cate had been taken to 
mifapprehend what had faMen from 
him and others. This bill, in his 
opinion, did not give any addi- 
tional fecurity to his majefty, while 
it affected the moft valuable rights 
of Englifimen; and therefore he 
again declared that he fhould think 
it his duty to give the bill the moft 
decided oppofition im every legal 
way that it could be oppofed, and 
that in every ftage both in the 
houfe and out of it ; for if that bill 
paffed into a law, there was fuchan 
infringement in the conftitution as 
no man could contemplate without 
horror. 

The queftion was then put,and the 
houfe divided: contents 56, proxies 
23—non contents 7, proxy 1*. 

The bill was then ordered to be 
committed the next day. 


* The minority were, the duke of Bedford, the earl of Lauderdale, the earl of Abingdon, 
lord vifcount Chedworth, the carl of Derby, the car! of Befborough, ford viicount St. Jobn. 


Proxy, carl of Guildford, 
1799, 
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In the houfe of commons, on the 
fame day, November 10, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer moved the 
order of the day, for taking into 
confideration his majefty’s procla- 
mations of October 31, and No- 
vember 4, 1795. 

Mr. Pitt painted in glowing co- 
Jours the ftrong imprefiions which 
the criminal and outrageous infult 
committed upon his majefty in per- 
fon, on the firft day of the feflion, 
had made upon the minds of all 
his fubjeéts, and remarked, that 
thofe outrages proceeded from cir- 
cumftances upon which he meant 
to ground the proceedings of that 
night. If, under this firit impref- 
fion, every man fhould think him- 
felf called upon by the affeétion he 
owed to the perfon of the fove- 
reign, to apply a remedy to thofe 
very alarming fymptoms (which he 
prefumed would be the cafe) ano- 
ther impreffion would arife out of 
it, equally forcible, namely, that 
they would do tins bufinefs but by 
halves, if they directed their atten- 
tion folely to that feparate attack 
upon the perfon of his majefty, and 
not to thofe formidable circum- 
{tances which were connected with 
it in point of principle, and which 
produced it in point of faé&. If 
the houfe meant fuch enormities 
fhould be totally averted, they 
fhonld adopt fome means to prevent 
thofe feditious  aflembties, which 
ferved as vehicles to faction and 
ditloyalty, which fanned and kept 
alive the flame of difaffe@tion, and 
filled the nvinds of the people with 
difcontent. 

His motion was not, therefore, 
to alter or enforce the laws for the 
King’s fafetv, becaufe the other 
houfe had then betore them a bill 
to that effect; but to prevent thote 
nicetlngsto whichallthe miichiels he 
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had mentioned might be attributed, 

The meetings to which he allud. 
ed were of two defcriptions ; the 
firft, under a pretext of petitioning 
parliament for rights of which they 
affeéted to be deprived, agitated 
queftions, and promulgated opini- 
ons, hoftile to the exifting govern. 
ment, and tending to bring it into 
difrepute with the people. The 
other defcription, though lefs nu. 
merous, not lefs public nor lefs 
dangerous, was concerted evident. 
ly for the purpofe of diffeminating 
unjuft grounds of jealoufy and dif- 
content, and of encouraging the 
people to aéts of even treafon itfelf. 
Both thefe required fome ftrong law 
to prevent them; for if the arm 
of the executive government was 
not ftrengthened by fuch a law, 
they would be continued, if not to 
the utter ruin, at leaft to the dif- 
grace of the country. 

No man would deny the right of 
the people to exprefs their opinions 
on political men and meafures, 
and to difcufs and affert their right 
of petitioning all the branches of 
the legiflature ; but it was the duty 
of the houfe to prevent thefe pri- 
vileges from being made a pretext 
for iubverting the eitablifhed go- 
vernment of the country. He con- 
fefied, however, that it was neceflary 
to proceed with caution in this bu- 
finefs, left, on the one hand, they 
fhould encroach on the rights of the 
people, or, on the other, futfer the 
abute of thofe rights to become the 
inftrument of their total extinétion. 
This matter ought to be attended 
to in the detail; but the houfe 
would fee, that at prefent, the real 
quettion was, * did not the preflure 
of the moment call for fome re- 
medy °” 

According to the beft opinions 
he could collect, the great point 
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wanted then was a more clear and 
defined power in the magiftrate, to 
difperfe and put an end to all meet- 
ings likely to be productive of con- 
fequences fuch as were already men- 
tioned: he by no means meant this 
power of difperfion to extend to 
meetings ébvioufly lawful, and held 
for legal purpofes; but that in every 
cafe of a numerous meeting of what- 
ever nature, or under whatever co- 
four, notice fhould be given, fo as 
to enable the magiftrate to keep a 
watchful eye over their proceed- 
ings—to recognize the power of the 
magittrate to be prefent at fuch 
meetings, and to enforce penalties 
on thofe who fhould obftruct him 
in doing fo; and, on whatever pre- 
text the meeting might be held, if 
it appeared to be of a kind that was 
likely to promote fedition againft 
government, to inveit the magi- 
firate with power to apprehend the 
perféns on the fpot—to make any 
obttruétion to the magiftrate felony 
—and to make a provifion, that if 
arrefting fhould not be found fuffi- 
cient to difperfe the meeting, they 
fhould be difperfed in the fame 
manner, and under the fame penal- 
ties, as thofe contained in the Riot 
Act, This fummary power in the 
magiftrate, while it would {till leave 
to the people the fair right to peti- 
tion, on the one hand, would, on 
the other, prevent the abufe of it. 
This, he faid, was the ontline of the 
bill he meant to propofe. 

Under the other defcription of 
meetings, through which the minds 
of the people were poifoned, fell 
thofe of public lecturers, who made 
the diffemination of fedition the 
fource of a livelihood. To them he 
thought it would be proper to 
apply regulations, fomewhat like 
thofe that paffed, about fourteen 
years before, in an Act which was 
called Manstield’s AG, and by 
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which all houfes wherein improper 
meetings were held on a Sunday, 
were to be treated as diforderly hou/es. 
And, to avoid evafion, the claufe 
fhould apply to every houfe wherein 
any people meet, * exceeding, by a 
certain number to be ftated ia the 
At, the real family of the houfe.’* 
*“ So convinced am I,” faid he, “that 
there can be but one feeling, and 
One opinion, that fome meafure of 
this kind is neceflary; [here a cry 
of “hear!” on the oppofite, fide] 
and fo little am I fhaken in that 
conviction by the adverfe vocife- 
ration of “hear! hear!” that lam 
fure I fhould but fhew a diftruft of 
the caufe if I faid any more. I 
will therefore only move, 

‘That leave be given to bring in 
a bill for the more effectually pre- 
venting feditious meetings and 
affemblies.”’ 

When the fpeaker had read the 
motion, Mr. Fox rofe, and faid that 
he felt as much horror at the attempt 
wiiich had been made againft his 
majefty as any man in this king. 
dom; but he did not think he 
fhould exprefs well his feelings, if he 
declared that his indignation at what 
happened even on that day, was 
more than equal to what he felt 
from what he had heard that night. 
The chancellor of the exchequer 
ought to fhew the neceffity of the 
bill he propofed; if he meant to 

round the neceflity upon the af- 

Sedentien that what happened on 
the firft day of the feflion was in con- 
{equence of what paffed at the meet- 
ings to which he had alluded, he 
believed he would fail in the at- 
tempt. It was faid there was a fe- 
ditious meeting held fomewhere in 
the neighbourhood of the metro- 
polis a few days before the meeting 
of parliament; that at fuch meet- 
ing very alarming proceedings had 
taken place, {triking at the very 
2 exiftence 











































zo BRITISH AND 


exiflence of parliament itfelf. If 
fuch meetings were held, and fuch 
fpeeches were made, the fpeakers 
were amenable to the law, and, 
when proven guilty, were liable to 
adequate punifhment. But this 
bill was to proceed upon the flimfy 
pretext that all the violence and 
outrage that had been offered to 
his majefty was the refult of this 
meeting ; ot whrch there was not 
the colour of a proof. 

It had been atked, whether the 
houfe flrould not endeavour to pre- 
vent the repetition of fuch an in- 
fult? Undoubtedly it fhould. But 
then it fhould be upon evidence; 
and here the right of perfons meet- 
ing any where, to conful€ on pub- 
fic meafures, was to be affected in 
confequence of what happened to 
his majefty om the firft day of the 
feflion, although there was no evi- 
dence to prove that the outrage 
arofe from any proceedings that 
were had at any public meeting 
previous to that day. Whatever 
fome perfons might think to the 
contrary, the prockamation was 
not evidence: many had thought 
proclamations to be the acts of mi- 
afters for certain purpofes of their 
own, for the increafe of power. 

The right honourable gentleman 
who propofed the bill, fpoke with 
eafe on the rights of the fubjeé, as 
if he intended to bring the public 
to fubmx to the moit rigid de- 
{potifm. In that detail, Mr. Fox 
faid, he fhoeid never take a fhare, 
for he would never attend the de- 
tail of a rreafure which in its effence 
was deteftable. He contended, 
that pubhe meetings for the dif- 
cuffion of public fubyeéts were not 
only lawful, but the very effence of 
the conftitution, and of the liberties 
which Englifhmen enjoyed. The 
mover of the bill had faid that thefe 
meetings were not tobe prevented, 


they were only to be regulated, 
“ Attend,” faid Mr. Fox, ‘to his 
regulation. I thought I knew the 
rights of man, and the rights of 
Englifhmen. | Here was a great cry 
of hear! hear!] What,” faid he, 
«is it a flip, do you fuppofe, and 
that the rights of man is a fentence 
without a meaning * Have’ men no 
natural rights? It fo, Englifhmen’s 
rights can have no exiftence. The 
rights of man, I fay, are eleary; man 
has natural rights; and he who de- 
nies it, is ignorant of the bafis of a 
free government; he is ignorant of 
the et principles of ours, for thefe 
rights are naturally connected with 
the beft parts of the hiftory of our 
country.” 

The people, he faid, had at- 
ways a right to difcuts their griev- 
ances, amd to petition, for redrefs, 
not only the houfes of parliament, 
but even the king himfeif; but now, 
it feems, they are not to do fo, un- 
lefs notice be given to'a magiftrate, 
that he may become a witnefs of 
their proceedings. This attendant 
magiftrate, this jealous witnefs, was 
empowered to arreft any perfon 
whom he in his wiftom thought 
had uttered any thing feditious. 
Not only fo; he had power to dif- 
folve the meeting at his own will. 
** Say, atonce,” faid Mr.-Fox, “that 
a free conftitution % no’ longer 
fuitable to us; conduét yourfelves 
at once as the fenators of Denmark 
did: lay down your freedom, and 
acknowledge and accept of defpo- 
tifm; but do not moek the wnder- 
ftandings and the feelings of man- 
kind, by teNing the world that you 
are free. .Can a meeting, under 
tach reftrictions as the bill requires, 
be called a meeting of free people? 
Is it poflidle that the feelings of the 
people of this country fhould be 
thus infulted? Isit poflible to make 
the people of this country believe, 
that 
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that this plan is any thing but a 
total annihilation of their liberty ?”” 

Mr. Fox then adverted to what 
had fallen from Mr. Pitt refpecting 
<¢ Mansfield’s Act,”’ and obferved, 
that from this the hon. gentleman 
thought himfelf authorized to bring 
in a bill to prevent the difcuffion of 
queftions on any day; and this was 
to be applicable to all places where 
money was to be taken, merely on 
an allegation that fuch queftion 
might produce mifchief. But this 
was not to be all—it was applica- 
ble, it feems, to places where no 
money was to be taken, becaufe in 
truth perfons might be admitted by 
means of tickets; and they muft not 
amount to a number beyond a cer- 
tain one which the minifter fhould 
be pleafed to infert in his bill, un- 
lefs duly licenfed by a magiftrate. 
He would atk again—Was this, or 
was it not, to “prevent all political 
difcuffion whatever ? 

*¢ Behold,” faid he, “the ftate of 
a free Englifhman! Before he can 
difcufs any topic which involves 
his liberty or his rights, he is to 
fend to a magiftrate, who is to at- 
tend the difcuthon—that magiftrate 
cannot prevent the meeting; but he 
can prevent the {peaking, becaufe 
he can allege that what is faid 
has a tendency to difturb the peace 
and tranquillity of this realm. He 
hoped the people would be alarmed 
at the danger their liberties were 
then in, and affembie, while they 
might, to difcufs the beft means of 
preferving them from the encroach- 
ments of the propofed bill, and 
{tate their abhorrence of the prin- 
ciple of this proceeding. Thole 
who did not take this ftep, he fhould 
pronounce traitors to their country. 
Suppofe, for a moment, that the 


only obje&t which the authors of 


this meature have in view, be to 
prevent a revolution ig this coun- 
s 
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try: if this were their real motive, 
how couldthey think to avoid fuch 
an evil by proceeding upon a plan 
which has no re{pect for the liber- 
ties of the people, no efteem for the 
experience to be derived from a pe- 


rufal of our hiftory ? Good God, 
Sir!” exclaimed Mr. Fex, “ I have 
feen and have heard of revolu- 
tions in different ftates: but they 
were not owing to the freedom of 
popular opinions, nor to the fa- 
cility of popular meetings; thev 
were owing to the very reverfe of 
thefe; therefore we ought to put 
ourfelves in a ftate as difterent from 
them as poflible. But, unfortu- 
nately, the prefent minifters are 
Jeading us into a fituation as nearly 
fimilar as they can to thofe in whic 
thefe revolutions happened ; parti- 
cularly to that which at this hour 
is mot interefting to us, the reiga 
of Charles the Firit.” 

Mr. kKox next adverted ta the 
Freach revolution, and defired Eng- 
lifamen to obferve, what brought 
about the revolution there; and 
they would find that it was not to 
be attributed to the facility of pub- 
lic meetings, but on the contrary to 
their lettres de cachet, and ether means 
which wére employed to prevent 
the public from manifefting their 
opinions on the affairs of govern - 
ment. We fhould, therefore, td 
avoid diftrefs fimilar to theirs, 
avoid the canfe that occafioned it. 
If the complaints of the people be 
unfounded, there can be nothing to 
fear; for the more vehemently and 
loudly they exprefs them, if they 
be groundlefs, the leds etle¢t will 
they ultimately produce; but if a 
ftop be put to this vent tor the 
ill-humour of the bady politic, 
there can be no alternative between 
abjeét fubmiffion and violent re- 
fiftance. Heconcluded by obferv- 
ing, that, if this bill was brought in, 
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he fhould think it his duty to move 
for a cali of the houfe. 

Mr. Stanley obferved, that if this 
bi.l paffed into a law, we were upon 
the eve of a revolution. He ex- 
prefled his ationifhment at the 
blindnefs of minifters in adopting 
fuch a meafure; men were not fo 
blind, he faid, if laws were properly 
adminiftered, and their happinefs 
even partially fecured, as to fly in 
the face of evil, and rifk all the 
danger and infecurity confequent 
upon public diforder, The cele- 
brated Montefquieu had aflerted 
that the fureft proof of a country’s 
verging on deftrudction was an enor- 
mous increafe of penal Jaws; on 
that ground alone, if there were not 
numerous others more powerful, 
he fhould oppofe the bill. The 
exifting laws were, he thought, 
every way fufficient to arm the 
magiftrate with proper power for 
the fuppreflion of illegal meetings. 
Mr. Stanley. confidered the prefent 
bill as a libel on the loyalty of Eng- 
lifimen, and concluded with de- 
claring bis affection for that confti- 
tution which he had been taught 
from his earlieft infancy to admire, 
and which he now feared was about 
to be fubverted; a meafure which 
would make him abhor the authors 
of it for the remainder of his life. 

Sir William Pulteney faid, gen- 
tlemen would do well to enquire 
whether the prefent meafure was 
likely to produce fuch an infringe- 
ment upon the privileges of the peo. 
ple as had been alleged, before they 
gene it a bad coloyr with the pub- 
ic. 

Sir William agreed that the 


meafure would militate againft li- 
berty, if it prevented free difcuffion: 
but he thought that the bill did not 
ga to fupprefs the liberty of the 
prefs, which was a mode of dif- 
cuffing all popular and political 
topics, fully adequate to all the pur- 

ofes of the community, and which 
+ fhould be forry to fee furren- 
dered. That alone was fufficient 
to ‘maintain the bleflings of the 
conftitution; and that could not 
exift in a republican form of go- 
vernment, in an abfolute govern- 
ment, or in avy form, of govern- 
ment which he knew, except a li- 
mited monarchy, fuch as we hap- 
pily enjoyed. In fuch inflamma- 
tory affemblies as thofe in queftion, 
where fedition was copioufly dealt 
out to the multitude, there ought 
to be fomething to fave the public 
mind from imbibi-g the infidious 
poifon. The great danger of fuch 
meetings was, that they only heard 
one fide of a queftion ; and their 
ignorance and want of information 
led them on to a¢tion, without con- 
fidering what ought to be faid on 
the other fide. 

The regulations of policy and 
law, he faid, ought to be fuited to 
circumftayces and times; at one 
time a people might be rafh, as in 
the prefent inftance; at another, 
fluggif; it was then the bufinefs 
of legiflators to apply their remedy 
to the occafion. He attempted ta 
fet Mr. Fox right in his affertion 
that fuch a meafure was never re- 
forted to in any free country. Even 
in America no meeting of the peo- 
ple could be held without the pre- 
fence of the magiftrate*. It was 


* We fufpefed this afertion to be erroneous, when it firfi reached out ears. We have 
fince yaade enquiry, and are informed, from good authority, that, in America, whoever 
pleates may call a mecting—as many as pleafe may meet, when, where, and as often as 
they choofe—to diteufs whatever fubjects they think proper—and that po magiftrate has the 
fmalion authority to interfere—unlefs the tacit implied authority which is vefied in every 
wagittrate ip every country—-to interpofe in cafe ef adts of violence, and outrageous 


breaches of the public pcace, 
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proper that fuch a power fhould be 
given to the magiftrate, to fet fuch 
affemblies to rights; if treafonable 
proceedings were the avowed in- 
tention of any bodies of men, trea- 
fon ought not to be tamely fuffered 
in this or any country. If the ma- 
giftrate exceeded his powers, he 
might be punifhed ; there was no 
fear that liberty would be furren- 
dered in a country where the juries 
were julges whether a publication 
was a libel or not. He gave his 
fupport to the bill, becaufe he 
thought it would remedy an evil, 
without infringing the rights and 
liberties of the people. 

Mr. N. B. Hathed expreffed his 
unwillingnefs to prefs forward to 
claim the notice of the houfe. But 
When a town was befieged, he faid, 
the moft peaceful inhabitant mutt 
come forward to handle the muf- 
quet or line the batterv; he had 
long contented himfelf in the filent 
enjoyment of the ineflimable privi- 
leges of a free-born Englifhman. 
He difagreed with the majority of 
the houfe with refpeét to the war: 
but there he ftopt. He approved 
of the firft proclamation, offering 
4 great reward for the apprehenfion 
of thofe who fo notorioufly infulted 
the king in his way to parliament. 
If any flagitious mifcreant had been 
feen to throw a ftone at the king’s 
carriage, the inveftigation ought to 
have been followed up with the ut- 
moft degree of exactnefs; but he 
appealed to the breaft of every 
gentleman in that houfe, whether, 
with this clue to a perfect know- 
ledge of the cafe, it would not have 
been more proper to have purfued 
that inveftigation upon the grounds 
of information upon oath, than 
to have turned fhorily round into 
a totally new path of refearch, and 
fhifted the fufpicion to a quite dif- 
ferent quarter. He owned, that 
wien he faw the third proclamation, 
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the obje& of their prefent difcuffion, 
he was furprifed and alarmed. Be- 
caufe a riotous and ftarving mob 
infulted his majefty, and appeared 
to aim at his life on a certain day,— 
a mob evidently exafperated by per- 
fonal fufferings, calling to the com- 
mon father of his people for peace 
and bread,—are their outrages to be 
attributed to a peaceable affembly 
of perfons, whofe behaviour was 
in every re{pect tranquil and exem- 
plary,—who, the day before, had 
been convened to deliberate on the 
means of legally reftoring their po- 
litical rights? There was not the 
flighteft fymptom, or the moft 
diftant hint infinuated, that thofe 
mean and defpicable perfons who 
infulted his majefty on the firft day 
of the feffions, had been feen at the 
peaceable meeting held near Co- 
penhasen houfe. He had no hefi- 
tation in declaring that the alarm, 
{o induftrioufly fpread in the latter 
end of 1792, againft the different 
focieties united for the purpofe of 
procuring a parliamentary reform, 
was very confiftent and natural to 
an adminiftration who were about 
to adopt the very meafures they had 
reprobated in their predeceffors. 
The calling out of the militia at a 
moft unufual feafon, of apprehend- 
ing fundry perfons, and feizing a 
voluminous mafs of papers, under 
the pretence that the conftitution 
was in danger, was admirably well 
calculated to annihilate the moit 
diftant hopes of thefe focieties in 
future, and commence a. reign of 
terror which no tucceeding oppo- 
fition would have been able to 
fhake. After’a long lapfe of time, 
the perfonsimprifoned were brought 
to trial: but, thank God, the inte- 
grity of a jury empanelled in the 
metropolis, in the very vortex of 
minifterial influence, duddenly di- 
fperfed the tremendous cloud, and 
kft nothing for minifters but the 
B 4 miferabbe 
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miferable fhift of the poffibility of 

n exifting confpiracy without con- 
‘fpirators! Finding themfelves foiled 
in this attempt to annihilate the 
focieties for procuring a parlia- 
mentary reform, minifters thought 
proper to change the mode of pro- 
ceeding, and by one blow to quath 
not only thefe exilting focieties, 
but even the poffibility of their ever 
exifting in future. Mr. Halhed 
concluded a fpeech of confiderable 
Jength with obferving, that every 
fentence of the proclamation was a 
mere aflumption of fact, without 
any proof whatever. 

Mr, Maurice Robinfon faid that 
he had heard that night from an 
hanourable baronet, a fophiftical 
explanation of the nature of the 
bill, more dangerous, becaufe more 
infidious, than the open avowal of 
the chancellor of the exchequer. 
Sy this bill the interefts af the fove- 
reign were oppofed to thofe of the 
people s whereas it had generally 

een held, that the fovereign was 
the third branch of the legiflature, 
and was bound to defend the de- 
mpcratical interefts as well as his 
own. He was not aftonifhed at the 
want of evidence to fupport the 
bold aflertions of minifters. The 
Romans, he obferved, felt no fur- 
prize when Caligula made his horfe 
a conful, becaufe his antecedent 
conduct would have juftified any 
extreme of defpotifm, however ab- 

furd: but he did not pretend that 
his horfe was a Roman fenator. 
Mr, Robinfon contended that the 
interference of a magiftrate, at a 
yublic meeting of peaceable fub- 
jects, would be an arbitrary mea- 
ture. He alfo alluded toa member 
of that houfe, who had propofed a 
bill to diminish the benefits arifing 
from a trial by jury in the city of 
London, He concluded with obferv- 
ing, that he could confider the biilin 
&O ather view than as an execra- 
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ble compound of oppreffion and 
folly. : 

Mr, Alderman Lufhington came 
forward to obviate an affertion which 
had been made refpeéting his at- 
tempting toleffenthe benefits arifin 
from the trial by jury, and faid, 
that when the matter was more fully 
difcuffed, it would appear whetheror 
not fuch an imputation was fairly 
charged upon him. He then advert- 
ed to the bill propafed by the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and faid, 
that, when he confidered the.daring 
infult which had been offered to 
his majefty, and the various fediti- 
ous and tumultuous meetings which 
had been held near the metropolis, 
he thought the ftrong meafures of 
the honourable gentleman necef- 
fary for the prefervation of the con- 
ftitution. If a negative was put to 
this bill, he would venture to fay, 
that not only every man in that 
houfe, but millions without the 
houfe, would lament the day when 
it was rejected. 

The alderman took notice of the 
expreflion of Mr, Fox relative to 
the rights of man, and obferved, 
that he had no doubt but the ho- 
nourable gentleman was aware of 
the rights of focial compact; he 
was perfuaded, he could not mean 
to allude to the rights of nature in 
oppofition to civilization and fub- 
ordination. He concluded with ob- 
ferving, that, if magiftrates inter- 
pofed the authority given them by 
the bill in an undue and uncontti- 
tutiqnal manner, there would be 
many found who were able and 
willing to bring them to juftice, 
and aflert the liberty of the people. 

Mr. Curwen declared his ab- 
horrence of the attempt which had 
been made that night to deprive the 
fubject of his beff and deareft pri- 
vilege. No man deprecated more 
than he did the idea of an ‘attack 
upon the fovereign, but if any thing, 
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in his judgment, could endanger the 
perfon of his majefty, it would be 
the propofed bill. Jt wastrue that 
the honourable gentleman who 
brought it into that houfe, had fuf- 
ficient caufe to fupprefs the voice 
of the people, becaufe he had fuf- 
fered from it. What was it that 
put a ftop to the Spanifh arma- 
ments? Not the majority of that 
houfe, but the voice of the people. 
What was it that put a ftop to the 
Ruffian war? The voice of the 
people. To preferve this voice in- 
violate, he would rifk his life and 
property ; and it was indifferent 
to him, if the bill fhould pafs, whe- 
ther the conftirution was deftroyed 
by defpotifm, or an infurreétion of 
the people. He faid this bill was 
fabricated enly for the convenience 
of minifters, who wifhed to put a 
{top to complaints again{ft them to 
the throne: after his majefty in his 
{peech had fpoken of the general 
moderation ana good behaviour of 
the people, both houfes of parlia- 
ment were called upon to pafs a 
bill which no minifter before pre- 
fumed to bring forward. He was 
affured that the country had only to 
be apprifed of its danger, and the 
bill would never pafs. 

Mr. Wilberforce approved of the 
general principle of the bill. For 
the three laft years, he faid, attempts 
had been made to poifon the minds 
of the people with thofe falfe prin- 
ciples of liberty which had pro- 
duced fuch extenfive mifchief in a 
neighbouring country ; it was not 
only French politics which were 
attempted to a introduced here, 
but French philofophy alfo ; in the 
numerous publications in which 
thofe doétrines were introduced, 
there was a marked contempt for 
every thing facred, an avowed op- 
pofition to the religion as well as 
to the conttitution of Great Britain. 
Leftures were given, and harangues 
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delivered, of the moft feditious and 
inflammatory nature. That all this 
had not been without effeci, was 
tco manifett from the daring infult 
offered to his majefty. He thought 
adminiftration deferved the thanks 
of the nation for taking meafures 
to prevent the like outrages in fu- 
ture. He did not regard the bill 
propofed by his right hon. friend as 
militating againft the right of dif- 
cuffing political queftions, and ex- 
prefling to parliament the national 
will; he rather thought that right 
would acquire new life and vigour, 
when thofe affemblies, at which 
public difcuftions took place, fhould 
be brought under proper regula- 
tions. He confefled, however, that 
it was not willingly that he reforted 
to this biJl; all that was left to him 
was a Choice of difficulties. 

Refpecting that part of the pro- 
pofed meafure which related to fe- 
ditious clubs and debating focieties, 
he thought there could hardly be 
two opinions, After fome obfer- 
yations upon what had fallen from 
Mr, Fox relative to clubs and foci- 
eties, Mr. Wilberforce faid he had 
always confidered it as the grand 
prefervative of the Britifh contti- 
tution, that there was a popular af- 
fembly, the houfe of commons, in 
which all popular grievances might 
be properly and freely difcuffed, to 
which the people might be encou- 
raged without fear to bring their 
complaints, where they would be 
fure to find able advocates for re- 
moving their grievances. 

It was with more concern than 
furprize, Mr. Sheridan faid, that he 
had heard the approbation of the 
laft fpeaker to the motion of that 
evening; but he thought that the 
right honourable gentleman who 
introduced the motion, had been 
ftruck dumb with thame from the 
{trong and irrefiftible arguments 
urged by Mr. Fox againft the na- 
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ture and dangeroys tendency of the 
billin queftion : aud he hoped they 
would have produced the aban- 
donment of his project. 

The honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft, agreed to the meafure, 
becaufe he was defirous of handing 
down the liberties we enjoy unim- 
paired to pofterity. He had unfor- 
tunately to remark, that the bill in 

ueftion was one of the firft to de- 
fhroy thofe Aberties. Mr. Sheridan 
remarked the evident contradi¢tions 
of minifters and their adherents 
re{peéting the loyalty of the people. 
Mr. Jenkinfon had afferted at the 
opening of the feflion, that one 
bleffed confequence of the war was, 
that # had eradicated French prin- 
ciples: it now appeared that this 
affertion was erroneous, and that, 
after a year of famine, and another 
approaching, thefe principles were 
more and more extended. He re- 
minded Mr. Alderman Lufhington, 
who had declaimed againft reform- 
ers, and protefted againft locking 
up his intellects in a {trong box in 
deference to his great grandfather, 
that he had once been an advocate 
for parliamentary reform ; and as he 
thought that at Copenhagen-houfe 
the attendance of a magiltrate was 
eflential, fo Mr. Sheridan thought 
that the attendance of the honour- 
able gentleman in future with the 
friends of the people, which was a 
name he had probably an averfion 
to now, would be of very grect ad- 
vantage, as they fhould not only 
have the attendance of a very -zeal- 
ous reformer, but a magiftrate in 
the fame perfon, only they might 
with to difpenfe with his bevy of 
conttables. 

Another gentleman (fir William 
Pulteney) had treated the fubject 
with levitv, by obferving, that in 
America it was ufual for a_magi- 
{trate to attend every public Affem- 
bly, by way of letting the people 








know both fides of the queftion, 
and fetting them to-rights. Hence 
it was clear, that in England his 
worfhip was not to’ be appointed to 
attend all public meetings fo much 
to take up the orators, as fo fake x 

their arguments. He hinted at the 
deprefled ftate of thofe inhabitants 
(Weitminfter for inflance), whofe 
difcuffions upon public grievances 
were liable to -be put an end to by 
magiltrates who were penfioners, 
and mere dependants of the mi- 
nifter. With regard to the affault 
upon his majefty, he believed'in his 
foul and confcience that al] the tu- 
mults had been raifed ty that immenfe 
army of fpies which had been dif- 
banded. He concluded by de- 
claring that he hoped the houfe 
would not fuffer fuch a libel as this 
bill to pafs; for if it were to pafs, 
he fhould think it unworthy to 
make ufe of that exclufive privilece 
which is allowed to the members of 
that houfe, to be the prattling repre- 
fentative of a dumb and enflaved 
veople. 

Mr. Martin faid he believed in 
his confcience that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had taken ad- 
vantage of what had happened, to 
roufe a f{pirit in the country to fup- 
port the intolerable meafures of his 
government. Every town in Eng- 
land was almoft full of foldiers ; he 
had a little time before paffed 
through Oxford, where he hoped to 
enjoy alittle repofe from the aétive 
{cenes of life; but he had heard 
there more drums, trumpets, and 
fifes, than college bells. He re- 
membered the day when no mem- 
ber of that houfe would dare to have 
propofed fuch a meafure as this of 
the chancellor of the exchequer. 

The billwas ttrenuoufly defended 
by the fecretary at war (Mr. Wind- 
ham). He had heard much of the 
liberties of this country being gone : 
but the affertions were fupported 
by 















bv very little reafoning. The ho- 
nourable gentlemen on the other 
fide of the houfe had long been too 
much in unifon with the public 
meetings referred to in the propofed 
bill: therefore it was not furprizing 
that they fhould both think the 
{fame upon the prefent occafion. It 
was not, however, from fuch opi- 
nions that the houfe was to form 
its ideas) No man could doubt 
that a number of men in this coun- 
try were engaged in defigns to fub- 
vert the conititution. Certain gen- 
tlemen exulted at that circumftance. 
If the law at prefent did not reach 
thofe focieties, it was fit that a law 
fhould be made for them, becaufe 
their principles went directly to de- 
{troy the conftitution. Whether 
certain doétrines had made a pro- 
grefs in the country, and whether 
they were attended with danger, 
or were likely to be fo, was the iffue 
between them, and on which he call- 
ed for judgment. He then adverted 
to the French revolution, and faid 
that the prefent rulers in France 
had endeavoured to exterminate all 
traces ofancientinftitutions, and had 
attempted ta make the world adopt 
new principles. Was therea coun- 
try in Europe fafe from the poifon 
of thefe principles ? It was evident 
there was a fet of men in this coun- 
try, who openly profefled an at- 
tachment to the French republic, 
who wifhed them fuccets, and only 
waited for an opportunity ta co- 
operate with them and join them. 
To fay that the war againft Frauce 
was not juft, was an outrage againtt 
the common fenfe of every man!!! 
He added that the progrefs of laws 
and crimes muft go band in hand. 
When new offences occur, new 
laws muft be enaéted to meet them. 
The only queftion was, whether 
this remedy was to be applied, or 
whether thofe focieties and their 
wicetings were to be permitted to 
Q 
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go an preaching fedition and trea. 
fon as much as they pleafed? They 


chad circulated hand-bills and pa- 


pers of a nature too fcandalous to 
be ftated. ‘They mentioned direé- 
ly the affaffination of the fovereign; 
and this was followed in a few days 
by an actual attack upon him. No 
government that ever exifted per- 
mitted fuch meetings; and as an 
argumentum ad hominem, the glorious 
fyilem of new French liberty did 
not admit them. 

Mr. Grey obferved that the de- 
cline and abjuration of vialent de- 
mocratic principles had on a former 
occafion been much dwelt on, as 
the happy etfect of the war; yet at 
that moment, the prevalence of 
thofe very principles was made the 
ground of the bill propofed by mi- 
nifters. It was argued in favour of 
the notion, that the {pirit of turbu- 
lence and difeontent was increafing 
in this country, and the bill intend- 
ed to be brought in by minifters 
was thought a neceflary meafure to 
fecure the conftitution from inva- 
fion. He allowed that difcontents 
did prevail in the nation; but if 
thofe difcontents were properly 
traced, they would be found to 
have originated from the corruption 
and folly of minifters, in plunging 
the country into an unjult war, 
which produced calamities they 
were unable to alleviate or redrefs. 
He next went into an examination 
of the propofed bill, and declared 
that he could not fee any connec - 
tion between the meeting at Co. 
penhagen-houfe, and the outrage 
which had been committed on his 
majefty’s perfon; fo far from it, 
he faid, he would rather incur the 
imputation of acting with thofe 
men to whom minifters alluded, 
thin fulfer the motion made that 
night to pafgwithout his moft mark- 
ed difapprobation; confidering ir, 
as he did, as an attempt to rob the 


people 
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ople of their deareft rights, and 
enflave the nation. As fome of the 
members on the minifterial fide of 
the houfe had alluded to the perfens 
who were acquitted in the trials tor 
high treafon, Mr. Grey took that 
opportunity of afferting that he ex- 
ulted in their acquittal; and confi- 
dered that Britifh liberty was in 
that inftance, by the conttiturional 
exertions of a jury, refcued from 
the moft flagitious and daring at- 
tack ever made upon it. He he- 
lieved minifters were deeply affeét- 
ed that thev had not fucceeded on 
that oceafion; but it appeared from 
the prefent motion, that they in- 
tended to fecure their fuccels on a 
future day. “ Are not the laws, 
as they now ftand,” exclaimed Mr. 
Grey, “ fufficient to prevent or 
fupprefs feditions meetings 2? What 
tumult occurred in confequence of 
the meeting at Copenhagen-houte ? 
The people aflembled and difperfed 
in the moft peaceable manner; and 
the fpeeches delivered there, of 
which fuch artful ufe has been 
made, did not excite the leaft com- 
motion.” After fome animadver- 
fions upon the harangue of Mr. 
Windham, Mr. Grey concluded by 
obferving that he would embrace 
every opportunity of oppoting this 
deteitable meafure. 

Mr. Buxton faid, four or five 
hundred people had affembled in his 
neighbourhood, who, he was confi- 
dent, had not an idea to amend but 
to overturn the conftitution. To 
eftect this, was clearly the obied of 
moft of thofe popular meetings. He 
would therefore give his fupport to 
the bill, but hoped it would be re- 
pealed when the neceflitv. of the 
times would no longer juftify it. 

Mr. Montague {poke a few words ; 
and Mr. Bouverie faid he would 
vote for bringing in the bill, but 
fould oppofe it in its future pro- 
preis. 
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The houfe then divided on the 
chancellor of the exchequer’s mos 
tion, 

Ayes - 214 

Noes’ - 42 

Majority 172 forbring- 
ing in the bill. 

Mr. Fox then urged the neceflity 
of a call of the houfe, previous to 
the ultimate decifion on a bill of fo 
much importance. He concluded 
with moving a call. 

Mr. fecretary Dundas had no ob- 
jeétion tq the call of the houfe 
upon this occafion, becaufe he was 
willing to own, that, unlefs it was 
obvious that the bill had the con- 
currence of the majority of the 
people of England, it ought not 
to be paffed into a law. That it 
would be found to have fuch con- 
currence, he had no doubt, daving 
Leen beheged in his office, for months 
pajl, with applications for fuch a bill; 
and it was by the advice of anum- 
ber of gentlemen, that minifters 
had at length brought it forward. 

The unguarded admiflion of the 
fecretary of ftate did not efcape the 
penetration of Mr. Sheridan, who 
faid, he could new charge mini- 
fters with the moft glaring incon- 
fiftency in this bufinefs; fince, in 
the firft inftance, they declared the 
outrage committed on the perfon of 
the king to be the ground-work 
of the meafure, and immediately 
afterwards admitted that they had 
fuch a bill in contempletion before 
the outrage took place. Mr. She- 
ridan, and the other members of 
oppofition who argued againft the 
two bills, clearly inferred from the 
above conceflion of Mr. Dundas, 
that this meafure was in contempla - 
tion of minifters ever fince the ac- 
quittal of Hardy and others for 
high treafon. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, 
after making a reply to the charge 
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of inconfiftency intimated by Mr. 
Sheridan, gave notice that the bill 
would be produced in a day or two ; 
that it would be read a firft and fe- 
cond time, and go through the 
committee before the call. 

Mr. Grey urged the right the 
people of England had to expect 
that a bill of fuch dreadful import 
flhould at leaft be difcuffed in a fall 
houfe; and aflured Mr. Pitt, that 
he fhould oppofe it in every legal 
way, both in that houfe and with- 
out. 

Mr. Maurice Robinfon joined 
Mr. Grey in faying that he hoped 
fime would be given at Jeaft to utter 
the laft bitter groans of expiring li- 
berty. | 

After fome obfervations from Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Sheridan, the houfe 
agreed to the motion for a call, 
which was fixed for that day fort- 
night. 

On the t1th of November, the 
bill for the fafety and prefervation 
of his majefty’s perfon and govern- 
ment againft treafonable and fedi- 
tious practices and attempts was 
read to the peers, in a committee 
of the whole houle. 

The preamble being poftponed, 
their lordfhips proceeded to fill up 
the blanks, and amend the chaufes 
of the bill, when the words, “ ma- 
licious or ilt-advifed {peaking,”’ were 
omitted on the motion of lord Gren- 
ville. 

The duke of Leeds moved to 
infert certain words of the ftatute 
of the 2sth Edward Third, which 
related to the charging of an overt 
act of treafon in the indi@iment, 
and declaring it neceflary for that 
act to be proved in evidence by two 
witnefles of the fame condition with 
the perfor indicted, previous to 

conviction. 

This amendment gave rife to-a 
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long and learned difcuffion,in which 
lord Thurlow, the lord chancellor, 
the earl of Lauderdale, and lord 
chief jufticee Kenyon, took part. 
The law of treafons was the prin- 
cipal fubje& of argument, which 
chiefly turned on the queftion, how 
far it was requifite to exprefs in the 
bill, that an overt aé&t fhould be 
charged in the indiétment for high 
treafon, and of the criminal extent 
of words. It was agreed, that 
mere loofe words did not conftitute 
an overt act of treafon; but that 
words, coupled with an action cor- 
roborative of the defign or menace 
to kill the king, expreffed in fuch 
words, was an overt att of treafon, 
and capable of being fo charged in 
an indictment for compafling the 
death of the king. 

The earl of Lauderdale fignified 
@ wifh to introduce a claufe in the 
bill, exempting from the penalties 
of this part of the propofed bill, the 
attempts to depofe his majeity from 
the kingdom of Corfica, or any do- 
minions gained fince the war; but, 
after fome converfation with lord 
Grenville and others, he withdrew 
his amendment. 

At length the duke of Leeds 
withdrew his amendment; and the 
lord chanceHor moved that the 
words, * or other overt a&,” fhould 
be inferted after the words, “ any 
printing, writing:” which wasagreed 
to. 

Upon the fecond claufe, the duke 
of Leeds moved, that, in the ex- 
preflion, “ eftablithed government 
and conftitution of this realm,” 
there fhould be omitted the words 
“‘ government and,”’ meaning after- 
wards, his grace faid, to move to 
infert the words, “ cortfifting of 
king, lords, and commons.” This 
amendment, he conceived, would 
prevent the mifconftru@ion which 

might 
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might arife from the vague and in- 
definite meaning of the word * go- 
vernment,”” 

Lord Grenville and the lord chan- 
cellor contended that the amend- 
ment of his grace would rather tend 
to create than to remove that con- 
fufion which it was intended to 
prevent, 

Lord Thurlow, on the contrary, 
aflerted that it was difficult to de- 
fine, with logical accuracy, the 
terms government and conflitution. 
While he reprobated every attempt 
to vilify or degrade the perfon of 
his majefty, he confidered the pe- 
nal enactment of this claufe as too 
fevere in many cafes to which it 
might be applied. Was it a mat- 
ter of fuch criminality, as that to 
which he had alluded, to fay that 
it was an abufe that twenty acres of 
land below Old Sarum Hill fhould 
fend two reprefentatives to parlia- 
ment? Yet, this might be repre- 
fented as tending to create a diflike 
of the eftablifhed conftitution, fince 
under it fuch a cafe exifted. He 
was decidedly of opinion, that the 
prefent laws of the country were 

fully adequate to the punifhment 
and reftraint of the crimes which 
this claufe of the bill was meant 
toembrace. New aéts, and fevere 
penalties, he thought little calcu- 
Jated to attain the objeé&t propoted. 
He was convinced in his own inind, 
and his opinion was confirmed by 
the authority of the ftatute-book, 
that fevere penal laws could never 
conduce to the fafety of a prince, 
or the prefervation of any conftitu- 
tion. His lordfhip expreffed his 
difapprobation of the whole of this 
claufe, as well as of the fucceeding 
one, which placed the power of 
profecution in the difcretion of the 
minifters. 

The lord chancellor expreffed his 
furprize at the opinion which the 


learned lord had expreffed. The 
magnitude of the crimes againft 
which this claufe was direéted muft 
be obvious to every lord who read 
ér heard of the publications which 
the prefs teemed with, arid whick 
were diftributed daily through the 
ftreets. In their confequences and 
utioft extent, they aimed at the fub- 
vetfion of every part of the confti- 
tution. They taught the people 
that royalty was an ufurpation of 
their tights, and an aliftocraey a 
nuifance to which they fhould not 
fubmit. They laboured to perfuade 
them that they had no political ex- 
iftence; that théy ought to affert 
their own importance; and me- 
naced the fame evils which this 
country once experienced, and of 
which a neighbouring nation af: 
forded a diftin& example. Were 
{uch enormities, which almed at 
the vitals of the conftitution, too 
rigoroufly punifhed by the penalties 
of this bill? 

Lord Mansfield fupported the 
opinion of the lord chancellor; and 
lord Lauderdale, in reply, afferted 
thar nothing he had heard had ef- 
faced the impreflion made on his 
mind by the excellent obfervations 
of the learned lord (Thurlow). In- 
ftead of meeting the arguments of 
his leatned friend, thé lord chan- 
cellor had painted, in glowing co- 
lours, the atrocious tendency of 
the publications in circulation, and 
had defcanted upon the evils which 
fuch principles had produced in 
France, as if the learnéd lord had 
been ignorant or infenfible of the 
criminality of the conduét of fuch 
men, and indifferent to the effects 
it might produce. The learned 
lord had argued upon the authority 
of the ftatute-book; and none of 
his pofitions had been contradi¢ted. 
Lord lauderdale faid, it was ealy 
tocouceive that there might be men 
at 
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at the head of affairs in this coun- 
try, who would be difpofed to pu- 
nifh, with an unrelenting feverity, 
the perfon who attacked one branch 
of the conftitution, while they 
would cherifh the libeller of the 
other. Some one might reprefent 
the monarchy as independent of the 
parliament. Such an offender might 
find his fafety from the punifhment 
of this bill in the fimilarity of his 
fentiments to thofe of the mini- 
fters, and might fecurely ftrike at 
the foundation of two parts of the 
conttitution, while he proved his 
zeal and attachment to the throne. 
A period might exift, when, as in 
the prefent days, the principles 
which placed his majefty on the 
throne would be detefted as the 
fymptoms of difaff=¢tion, while the 
advocates of prerogative might find 
their abettors in the bofom of the 
cabinet. 

The bifhop of Rochefter fpoke 
in favour of the claufe, and of every 
part of the bill; and lord Grenville 
attempted to refute the opinion of 
lord Thurlow. 

Lord Lauderdale, in defence of 
the opinion lord Thurlow had given 
of the bill, adverted to what had 
formerly fallen from a noble duke 
now high in office (the duke of 
Portifnd), namely, that much of the 
calamities and diltrefles under which 
the country fuffered, was owing to 
the mifconduct of the perfons now 
in office. 

The lord chancellor, after an 
apology for his own weaknefs in at- 
tempting to refute the opinion of 
the noble lord who had _ preceded 
him on the woolfack, faid, that in- 
ftead of difapproving of the claufe 
in which it is provided that no per- 
fon fhall be profecuted unlefs it be 
by order of the king or his council, 
he admired it; becaufe it removed 
the odjum froin attaching to any 
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particular individual, and made his 
majefiy’s fecretary of ftate, and the 
various perfons who compofed his 
council, refponfible for the iadict- 
ment of every perfon. So far, 
then, from its being an engine in 
the hands of government to acce- 
lerate any fummary procefs, it be- 
came a check upon the govern- 
ment, and retarded the profecu- 
tion. 

Lord Carnarvon hoped that this 
bill would not do away the autho- 
rity of the houfe of commons, to 
; re Ee PF ' 
impeach “any minifter who fhould 
malicioufly incite or ftir up the 
people to the hatred or diflike of 
his majefty or the conftitution. He 
underftood that the houfe of com- 
mons maintained this authority; 
but with what right, he was not 
able to determine; and therefore it 
was neceflary the bill thould be clear 
and explicit; he wifhed that to be 
explained; for there was as mnch 
mifchief to be apprehended from 
minifters as from other perfons, 

After fome further converfation, 
the following amendment was a- 
greed to, 

“ And if any perfon or perfons 
fhall, after being fo convicted, of- 
fend a fecond time, and be there- 
upen convicted, fuch perfon or per- 
fons may, on fuch fecond convic- 
tion, be adjudged, at the difcretion 
of the court before whom they may 
be fo convicted, either to be ba- 
nifhed this realm, or to be tranf- 
ported to fuch place as fhall be ap- 
pointed by his majelty. for the 
tran{portation of offenders, for fuch 
term as the court may appoint, not 
exceeding feven years.” 

The duke of Bedford faid he 
could not let this claufe pats with- 
out giving it his moft decided op- 
pofition. He looked upon it as a 
daring attack and flagitious outrage 
on the liberty of the fubjett, and 
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felt as 2 man that might incur the 
penalty in making this declaration. 
His grace adverted to fome words 
which had fallen from the bifhop 
of Rochefter relative to publica- 
tions on the fubject of parliamenta- 
ry reform. The learned prelate, in 
reply, obferved that common fpe- 
culative and philofophical difquifi- 
tions might be {till written and pub- 
lifhed, though he always thought 
they did more harm than good ; for 
the bill was merely dire&ted againft 
thofe idle and feditious public meet- 
ings for the difcuffion ofshe laws, 
where the people were not compe- 
tent to decide upon them. In fact; 


he did riot know what the ma/fs of 


the people in any country had to do with 
the laws but to obey them. 

The earl of Lauderdale and the 
duke of Bedford expreffed theirab- 
horrence of the affertion of the 
noble prelate ; and the former ob- 
ferved, that if he had been in 
Turkey, and heard fuch a declara- 
tion from the mouth of a mufti, he 
fhould have attributed it to his igno- 
vance; but to hear it from a Britith 
prelate, filled him with aftonifh- 
ment and indignation. 

The houfe divided on the claufe, 

Contents — 465 
Not contents 3 

After a fhort converfation, the 
houfe was refumed, and notice given 
that the report of the committee 
would be received the next day. 

On the 12th of November, upon 
reading the report of the committee 
upon the treafon and fedition bill, 
the duke of Leeds renewed his mo- 
tion of amendment for correcting 
the words, “ the eftablifhed go- 
vernment and conftitution of this 
realm,” which were fo equivocal 
and indefinite, that no certainty 
could be obtained as to the true 
meaning. At the requett, however, 
of the lord chancellor, his grace a- 





greed to defer his motion till thé 
third reading. 
~ On the following day, upon the 
third reading of this bill, the earl 
of Lauderdale obferved, that if the 
bill about to be paffed was adequate 
to fupprefs fedition in a country 
where a difpofition to overturn the 
laws was faid to have appeared, it 
would furely be fufficient where a 
very oppofite fpirit prevailed. He 
could not think it poffible that 
ftronger penalties were neceffary to 
fupprefs fedition in a Scotchman 
than in an Englifhman. He there- 
fore propofed that the following 
claufe fhould be added to the bill : 
“ Provided alfo, and be it ena¢t- 
ed, that this aét fhall extend to that 
ee of Great Britain called Scot- 
and, and that no profecution fhal! 
be there inftituted by indi€tment at 
common law, or otherwife, for any 
offence within the provifions of this 
act; otherwife than under this aét.”’ 
Lord Mansfield, and others of the 
court lords, oppofed this amend- 
ment of the éarl of Lauderdale ; 
and it was at length negatived 
without a divifion. | 
The duke of Bédford then rofe 
to make his final declaration againft 
the bill. He faid he felt fo great 
a depreffion of fpirits, and found 
himfelf fo overwhelmed wit anxi- 
ety of mind, when he contemplated 
the bill then before the houfe, that 
he was compelled by thofe fenfa- 
tions to oppofe it through all its 
ftages, and would endeavour, by 
one other effort, to imprefs their 
lordfhips with the fentiments he 
entertained on the fubjeét. His 
grace contended that this meafure 
as not merely an exténfion of the 
criminal law, but a ftab to the con- 
ftitution, and an attempt to ftriké 
at the foundation of the liberties 
of Englifhmen, He faid it was 
common for fome noble lords to 
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go to France for their examples ; 
nor would he there decline to meet 
them. He allowed the French re- 
volution to be both calamitous and 
fanguinary; but it was not pro- 
duced by the harangues of field 
reachers, or the difcuffions of 
political clubs: it was effected by 
the profligate manners of a licen- 
tious court, which fanétioned by 
its example, and extended by its 
influence, a contempt of morals 
and of decency; a corrupt and un- 
principled~fucceflion of minifters, 
who involved the nation in unjutt 
and unneceffary wars—who {quan- 
dered the refources, and irretriev- 
ably ruined the finances of a flou- 


rifhing nation—who ftretched the. 


feverity of the law beyond the fuf- 
ferance of human nature. It was 
by thefe caufes, that the old go- 
vernment of France forfeited the 
attachment and loft the fupport of 
the people. 

In this country, he faid, the per- 
fonal virtues of the monarch con- 
ftituted a marked difference: the 
@niable character of the king might 
banifh the licentious immorality of 
a French court; but in the confti- 
tution of the cabinet, and the mea- 
fures of corrupt and wicked mi- 
nifters (for corrupt he was war- 
ranted to call them, in confequence 
of their profufe and lavifh grants 
of public money) would be found 
the conduct that contributed to the 
fall of the French monarchy: a 
war undertaken, and obftinately 
profecuted, without a regard to the 
intereft or the wifhes of the people 
of this country; new places cre- 
ated, and rewards beftowed upon 
the partizans of their corrupt*fyf- 
tem. 

Before he concluded, the duke 
obferved, that if the laws in ex- 
iftence were adequate to the pu- 
niflament of fedition, and the fup- 
379%. 
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prefion of illegal meetings, mini- 


-fters were culpable for not employ- 


ing the means furnifhed by the con- 
ftitution for its proteétion, and 
could uot plead neceflity for the 
introduction and enactment of a 
law which would inevitably over- 
throw the deareft privileges of the 
people of England. 

Lord Grenville contended for the 
neceflity of the bill in queftion, and 
repeated nearly the fame arguinents 
which he had ufed upon introducing 
the bill into the houfe. He urged, 
that it did not create or conftitute 
any new treafons; itonly altered the 
punifhment applied to both under 
the exifting laws. Refpecting the 
old government of France, to 
which the duke of Bedford had al- 
luded, he agreed with him. The 
manners of the court were diffo- 
lute, and its conduct imprudent, 
and the beginning of the revo- 
lution was regarded in a favour- 
able point of view’by the people of 
this country, as it affordg) a pro- 
{pect of encreafing the felfcity of a 
great nation. But what brought 
on all the plunders, affaffinations, 
blood, and horror, which defolated 
France, was the fyftem of princi- 
ples maintained by clubs and pub- 
lic*meetings. Political affemblies, 
it was well known, had been held 
in England, which openly profeffed 
to imitate the clubs in France: 
Thefe clubs and focieties proceed- 
ed on the rights of man, as they 
were called; rights, which, as they 
explained them, were incompatible 
with the exiftence of law, order 
religion, or morality. : 

‘Lhe earl of Lauderdale, in a 
fpeech of confiderable ability, con 
tended, that, though minifters pre- 
tended that the fafety of the king’s 
perfon had induced them to offer 
the bill to their lordfhips, yet on 
the day he received the outrageous 
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infult in going to the houfe, thofe 
fame minifters fuffered him to re- 
turn without additional guards, or 
any precaution whatever to prevent 
a repetition of. the infult. The 
real motive of minifters in bringing 
forward this meafure, was to en- 
creafe their own power, and con- 
ceal, if poffible, the flame and con; 
fufion’ which they had brought 
upon themfelves by the madnefs 
with which they had profecuted 
the war, They knew, that, unlefs 
they could prevent the people from 
meeting and uttering their com- 
plaints, their own difgrace would 
follow; and-therefore, under the 
pretext ‘of providing for the fafety 
of the fovereign, they were en- 
deavouring to provide for their 
own. The earl of» Lauderdale 
concurred in moft of the arguments 
made ufe of by the duke of Bed- 
ford, and added fome juft animad- 
verfions upon the unconititutional 
expreflion which had a few days 
before fallen from the bifhop. of 
Rochefter, namely, that * the peo- 
ple had nothing to do with the laws 
but to obey them.”’ With refpea& 
to what had been urged by lord 
Grenville in defence of the bill, he 
ob{rved, that as to the free dif- 
cutlion of parliamentary proceed- 
‘ings, there never was a common 
turnpike bill brought into parlia- 
ment, without being difcuffed in 
fome mecting, more or lefs nuime- 
rous, according to its importance. 
If the privilege of political dif- 
cuffion be allowed on trivial and 
partial concerns, furely it ought 
to be permitted on fubjects of im- 
portance and general intereft. He 
obferved, that minifters had once 
exerted themfelves, through the 
medium of the courts, to try how 
far the law of treafon would go. 
Their mali ce, how ever, was difap- 
pointed by their ignorance; and 
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becaufe they could not bring their 
withes to meet the law, they now 
came forward to make the law 
meet their wifhes. He concluded 
with declaring, that he hoped that 
the fpirit of the people would fhew 
itfelf through every part of the 
nation, becaufe he was perfuaded 
that nothing elfe would fave the 
nation from ruin. 

The earl of Abingdon oppofed 
the bill in a defultory and ec. 
centric manner: he alluded to 
what had been faid of the earl 
of Clarendon by the earl of Mans- 
field and lord Grenville on a former 
night, and faid that lord Claren- 
don was a very fuperftitious per- 
fon, and believed in ghofts; and 
as a proof to his affertion, he took 
a book from his pocket, and quoted 
feveral pa(lages. 

Upon the queftion being put, 
that the bill do pafs, the houfe di- 
vided. Contents, 66; non-con+ 
tents, 7. 

A proteft againft the paffing of 
this bill was entered and figned 
Bedford, Derby, and Lauderdale. 

While the bills were thus warn 
ly difcuifed in both houfes of par- 
liament, the oppofition without 
doors was the moit fteady and fyfte- 
miatic. that perhaps was ever mani- 
felted to any public meéafure ; and, 
if we confider the immenfe force 
of influence which was wielded at 
this period by the minifter, and 

which was ftrenuoufly employed in 
fupport of this favourite fyftem, 
we ought rather to wonder at the 
{pirit and magnanimity which was 
difplayed by the people, than to be 
furprifed at the efforts which the 
partizans of adminiftration were 
enabled to make in their favour. 

On the rith of November, the 
Whig Club of England met at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, his 
grace the duke of Bedford in the 

chair. 
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chair. ‘They refolved, ‘ that they 
would give every aid to the civil 
magiftrate, in detecting and bring- 
ing to punifment the perfons con- 
cerned in the daring attack made 
upcesi his majefty in his paflage to 
parliament on the firft day of the 
feflion: that, lamenting as they did 
this nefarious a¢t, they faw with the 
utmoft concern that it had been 
ufed as a pretext for introducing 
into parliament a bill ftriking at the 
liberty of the prefs, and the free- 
dom of pablic difcuffion; in fub- 
ftance and etfeét, deltroying the 
right of the fubject to petition the 
branches of the legiflature for re- 
drefs of grievances, and utterly fub- 
verfive of the genuine principles of 
the conftitution, and for propofing 
another meafure calculated to pro- 
duce fimilar effects, by means ftill 
more exceptionable.—That it was 
highly expedient, that meetings of 
the peopie in their refpective di- 
{tricts fhouid be immediately called 
to contider this important fut jcct, 
and for the purpoie of petitioning 
parliament againtt the faid bill, or 
any other meafure which might 
tend to infringe the juft rights of 
the people of Great Britain.” 

This meeting was uncommonly 
ftrong. All the members of both 
houfes of parliament belonging to 
the club were prefent, to the num- 
ber of near fifty lords and members 
of the houfe of commons. 

The members of the Correfpond- 
ing Society (which had afforded the 
unfortunate excufe for thefe pro- 
ceedings), and others of the popu- 
lace, affembled on the 12th of No- 
vember in a field near Copenhagen 
houfe. ‘The infinuations of the 
minifter, as implicating the fociety 
in the attack on his majefty, were 
ludignantly repelled, and fatisfac- 
torily refuted. Anaddrefs, remon- 
{irance, and petition to his majefty, 
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was propofed, ftating in ftrong 
terms the negleét with which their 
former petitions had been treated, 
and imploring his majeity to exert 
his royal authority to maintain and 
areferve inviolate the rights and 
liberties of his fubjeéts, then about 
to be invaded by the two bills im- 
pending in parliament. A petition 
to the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
nearly to the fame purport, was 
alfo read, and lafily, one to the 
commons of Great Britain, tlating 
it to be the petition of nearly four 
hundred thoufand Britons, inhabi- 
tants of London and its environs, 
afflembled together in the open air, 
to exprefs their free fentiments, ac- 
cording to the,tenure of the bill 
of rights, on, the fubjeét of the 
threatened invafion of their confti- 
tutional liberties. Thefe. petitions 
being unanimouwfly agreed to, the 
meeting concluded and difperfed 
with the moft perfect order and 
decorunt, 

In the mean time, the affoci- 
ation againft republicans and level- 
lers, well known by the appellation 
ot Mr. Reeves’s Society, met at the 
Crown and Anchor, and agreed to 
an addrefs to his. majefty, highly 
approving of the meafures that had 
then been taken, and of the two 
bills impending in parliament. 
The example of the Whig Club was 
immediately followed by the livery 
of London, the eleétors of Weit- 
minfter, the freeholders of Middle- 
fex; and by feveral counties, and 
by almoft every confiderable town 
in the kingdom: wherever a meet- 
ing was publicly called, the decifion 
was almoft unanimous. On the 
contrary, counter-petitions were in 
feveral places clandeftinely hanced 
about, and figned by the immediate 
dependants of minifters, by the 
officers of the cuftoms and excife, 
the military, and even by fchool- 
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boys; for it is a notorious faé, that 
thefe pfeudo-petitions were intro- 
duced into many academies, and 
the fignatures of children not eleven 


years of age folicited, and in fome | 


inftances compelled. ‘The utmoft 
exertions of minifters could, how- 
ever, only procure 64 petitions 
(including thofe from military ‘bo- 
dies), which, with the utmoft lati- 
tude of conftruétion, could be in- 
terpreted into an approbation of 
their bills; while the petitions.de- 
cidedly in oppofition to them a- 
mounted to the number of nINeE- 
Ty-Four: the number of figna- 
tures to the latter were alfo 131,284, 
while thofe affixed to the former, 
including foldiers, excifemen, and 
ichool-bovs, did not exceed 29,922. 

The minifter was, however, not 
checked in his headlong career by 
the voice of the people: and a con- 
fiding majority in both houfes of 
parliament went cheerfully through 
their labour of dilapidating that 
fabric cemented by the blood of 
their anceftors. A meflage from 
the lords informed the houfe of 
commons on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, that their lordthips had pafled 
an act for the fafety and preferva- 
tion of his majefty from treafonable 
acts, and defired the concurrence 
of the commons in the fame. The 
chancellor of the exchequer, after 
other bufinefs, moved, that “ this 
att be read a firfttime.” 

This motion was carricd by 170 
againft 26. 

Upon the motion for a fecond 
reading of the bill, the houfe again 
divided. Aves 151, Noes 25. 

Lord Eardiey remarked, upon this 
occafion, on the impropriety of a 
public meeting having been held by 
fome of the eppofition on Sunday, 
on the fubject of the bills then 
pending in parliament, and ob- 
ferved, that, in this as well as in 





other refpe&s, he was forry to fee 
too great a refenblance to Freich 


‘principles. 


Mr. Sheridan obferved that he 
was by no means a perfon who wag 
apt to fail in refpe& for the faitp or 
proteffion of his country. The cafe 
was urgent; the object of the meet. 
ing was to prepare a hand-bill in 
order to-difcourage riot. 

Mr. Grey, Mr. Fox, Mr. Lamb. 
ton, and Mr. Sheridan, oppofed the 
bill, on the ground of wifhing to 
bring on firft the motion fpr a com- 
mittee to inquire into the circum- 
ftances of the late attack on his 
majefty. Several minifterial mem- 
bers urged the indecency of oppofs 
ing in the firft ftage a bill for the 
further fecurity of his majefty’s 
perfon, whofe life had been lately 
fo much in danger,—a bill, which 
was alfo recommended to them by 
the houie of lords. In reply to 
thefe obfervations, Mr. Sheridan 
remarked, that, if fuch a neceflity 
did exiit as juftified the bill in 
gueftion, then proof of that necef- 
fity was attainable, and ought to be 
given; for his part, he had heard of 
no fatisfactory proof for recurring 
to fo violent a meafure. Proofs 
were abfolutely neceflary ; and mi- 
nifters were bound to furnifli them, 
as the onas probandi clearly lay with 
them. Before the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus aét, minifters 
had condefcended to act with fome 
little decency—with fome delibe- 
ration—and had accordingly moved 
for the appointment of a committee 
of inquiry, upon the report of 
which committee they afterwards 
proceeded. If the report were ne- 
ceffary then, it was more indifpen- 
fable at prefent : for upon what pof- 
fible principle, faid Mr. Sheridan,/ 
could minifters call upon that 
houfe, to affent to the ftrong mea- 
fures which were then offered for 
con- 
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confideration, unlefs they eftablith- 
ed an abfolute necetlity for fuch 
meafures, and confirmed it by evi- 
dence? « He would not ftoop to the 
roclamation asa proof, for he con- 
fidered that proclamation as the de- 
claration of the miniiter. ‘There 
was then no authority for confent- 
ing to this bill. He was ‘inclined 
to think, that the prefent alarm had 
been created folely by minifters, for the 
accompli ifiment of their corrupt 
purpofes of libelling the country, 
as they had formerly done. He 
remembered, in the late trials for 
treafon, that he had the moft clear 
and diftin& proof, that the whole of 
the atrocious adts laid to the gharge of 
the prifoners, originated wi h the in - 
Jormers, reporters, and /pies, empley- 
ed on that occafion. Having had 
fome doubts as to the exiftence of 
the pretended confpiracies, he was 
refolved to fee fair play; and he 
only difcharged his duty as a mem- 
ber of parliament, and one of the 
guardians of the public welfare, in 
attending fome of thofe trials. 
About the fame time, intelligence 
was received of a third plot, whim- 
fically denominated the pop-gun 
plot, which had been inve {tigated 
by government, and in fome degree 
contirmed by their proceedings. 
This plot was publithed with every 
dreadful particular, and with ex. 
aggerated comments, in all the mi- 
nifterial papers. At length, this 
plot turned out to be fomething 
about a cantrjvance to affatlinate 
the king at one of the theatres, with 
a firange infirument which was never 
Jound, and by men who were after- 
wards releafed. Mr. Sheridan next 
alluded to an affertion made fome 
days before by Mr. Canning, that 
the dofrine of king-ki illing had 
been preached at Copenhagen- 
houfe. “ Now,” faid Mr. Sheri- 
dan, “if fuch doétrines had been 
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preached, profecutions mutt have 
been commenced, or elfe there mutt 
have been great neglect in the ma- 
giftrates and the executive govern- 
ment, and confequent!y we are au- 

thorifed to difbelieve it.” Hethen 
took notice of the immenfe meet- 
ing-which had taken place a few 
days before in the city of Weft- 
miniter, for the purp ofe of peti- 
tioning again{t the twe biils then 
before parliament; if this meeting, 
he ebferved, had been held before 
the meeting of parliament, he 
fhould not have been furprifed if it 
had been ufed as an argument for 
the neceflity of this bi ili, He con- 
cluded by moving, 

«© That a committee be a ppoint- 
ed to inquire into the exittence and 
extent of the danger of feditious 
meetings, as referred to in his 
majefty’s proclamation, and laid 
before the houfe by his majefty’s 
minifter, on the fourth of Novem- 
ber.” 

Mr. Powys contended, that the 
houfe had no need of fpecific evi- 
dence of the treafonable defigns of 
the meetings; the notoriety alone 
was enough to ju {tify the legiflature 
of the country in reforting to ttrong 
and decided regulations, to prevent 
the dangerous confequences of fuch 
inflammatory aflemblies as thofe of 
the Correfponding Society ufually 
were. Healluded toa publication 
which ®ad been handed abour at 
one of the late meetings held in the 
fields near London, to which the 
naine of Citizen Lee was annexed 
as printer, and urged this circum- 
ftance as a proof of the connexion 
between the doétrines preached at 
them, and the outrage committed 
upon the perfon of his m yelly on 
the firft day of the feftion. He 
f.id, there was nothing brought to 
difpre ve the defigns of the focie- 
ties: the cafe was this; their guilt 
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was of fuch a defcription, that it 
did not go fo far as to fubject the 
offenders to capital punifhment, as 
in cafes of treafon. Since, then, 
there was no exifting law to pnnifh 
their feditious practices, it became 
neceflary to the prefervation of the 
country, and the fafety of the go- 
vernment, that a new law fhould 
be made to ftop them. He con- 
tended, that the leaders of thofe 
meetings aimed at. more than a 
parliamentary reform ; they withed 
to overturn the government of the 
country: as a fign of this, they 
held out the French fy{tem as a 
model of imitation to Engiand. 
Their proceedings in Scotland, and 
their debates at Chalk Farm, futh- 
ciently juftified this charge. 

Mr. fekyl, on the contrary, urged 
the cafe of the notorious Titus Oates, 
when the minilters of Charles the fe- 
cond, for their own purposes, had en- 
couraged, or had framed, fimilar ma- 
chinations to thofe of the prefent 
adiminiftration. ‘That the /uppofed 
ploss were really the production of 
minifiers themfelves, was confirmed 
by the fupinenefs of the attorney- 
general, by whom no profecution 
was initituted, nor feemed to be de- 
figned. Such were the pretences 
on which the houfe were required 
to pals the two bills, one of which 
affiffinated the beft privileges of 
the conftitution; the other **vagged 
the mouths of Britifll fubjedéts.” 
He concluded with urging the ne- 
ceflity of profecutingan inquiry into 
the extent of the danger of feditious 
meetings. 

Mr. Curwen, Mr. Fox, and Mr. 
Sheridan, urged alfo the neceflity 
of going into an enquiry, and con- 
tended that the laws of this country 
were amply fuficient for the pur- 
pofe of fupprefling criminal at- 
tempts on the conftitution; and if 
they were not properly executed, 





it arofe from the fecret views of 
miniftersthemfelves. The country 
was then worn down by calamity 
and diftrefs, and experienced the 
bitter fruits of that confidence 
which had been fo liberally and 
fo unwifely repofed in the chan. 
cellor of the exchequer. Thev in. 
fifted upon having evidence before 
them on the prefent occafion; th 

would not truft the miniiter’s re. 
prefentations: his condu@ dif. 
played a uniform fyftem of delution 
and impofture. They obferved, 
that, at the opening of the feffion, 
minifters extolled the peaceable and 
loyal temper of the people, the 
overthrow of French principles, 
which the war had effected, and 
afterwards came to propofe laws for 
the fuppreffion of turbulence and 
fedition, the neceflity of which laws 
they defended upon events which 
happened prior to that period. Mr, 
Fox obferved, that, at the beginning 
of the feflion, he had congratulated 
himfelf, when he heard his majefty 
talk of the fpirit of order and fub- 
miffion to the laws, which, witha 
very few exceptions, had difcovered 
itfelf among his faithful fubjects, 
Coupling this declaration with the 
conduct of minifters, in allowing 
the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
to drop, he had flattered himfelf 
that minifters had renounced the 
Opinion, that the evil to be dreaded 
from certain principles would: be 
diminifhed by vigorous judicial pro- 
ceedings, and the profecution of the 
war with France. He did not, for 
his own part, think that the evil 
was in any degree diminifhed. Mr. 
Fox then made fome obfervations 
upon the different defcriptions of 
{pies employed by the minifter: 
firft, there were perfons who might 
by chance be privy to fome iuatel- 
ligence, which they might deem it 
effential for the interelts or Gin 
0 
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of the ftate to communicate; and 
thefe he denominated ufeful or 
meritorious fpies. But there were 
others who went certain lengths in 
order to acquire information, -and 
made certain facrifices, in order 
more completely to get into the 
fecrets of others: thefe he reckon- 
ed at leait doubtful. But. there 
were a third fort, who, in order to 
ferve their own vile purpofes, infi- 
nuated themfelves into the confi- 
dence of thofe whom they withed 
to betray, not only affected a fimi- 
larity of fentiment, but even /purred 
and goaded them on — prompted them 
to adopt more violent language, 
and more repreheatible propofi- 
tions, than they would otherwife 
have employed. Of fuch charac- 
ters, there were no words in the 
Englifh language which could fuf- 
ficiently mark his deteftation, Se- 
veral fpies of this defcription had 
appeared at the Old Bailey. Thefe 
fpies had been tound the moit 
furious in their fentiments, and 
the moft intemperate in their lan- 
guage. They had often been the 
exaggerated and falfifying report- 
ers of thofe proceedings of which 
they themfelyes had been the 
prime movers and contrivers. He 
then alluded to the trial of Mr. 
Walker of Manchetter, the pro- 
ceedings at which were of jucha 
nature, that they made his blood 
run cold whenever he read or 
thought of them. Mr. Walker 
indeed, was not put in peril of his 
life; for it required the oaths of two 
witneffes to bring him to condign 
punifhment; and, fortunately for 
human nature, a fecond Dunn was 
not tobe found. Yet, on the oath 
of this very man, a gentleman of 
the name of Paul had for fome time 
been kept in prifon. ‘Though Mr. 
Walker was liberated upon the 
conviction of the perjury of his ac- 
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cufer, yet he received no reparation 
from minifters, for havingbeen put 
in hazard of his character, his li- 
berty, and his fortune. It was 
furely the duty of government to 
make amends to the innocent indi- 
vidual, fubjeéted to the difgrace 
and hardfhips of confinement, from 
the negligence of minifters, or the 
depravity of their agents. Mr. Fox 
faid, he meant no perfonal reflec- 
tion, but he had no hefitation in 
faying, that, fince the commence- 
ment of the reign of his prefent 
mijefty, the freedom of the fubject 
had been confiderably diminithed. 
He then proceeded to refute the 
pretext for not going into an in- 
quiry, from the {yppofed urgency 
of danger. He concluded with al- 
luding to a {fpeech he had that day 
made to a meeting of the inhabi- 
tants of Weftminfter, confitting of 
thirty thoufand people, where he 
had been heard with unanimity and 
approbation ; fo yreat was the 
change that had taken place in their 
fentiments fince the commencement 
of the war. 

The attorney general and the 
chancellor of the exchequer urged, 
that the motion made then for an 
inquiry was totally unneceflary, and 
calculated to create delay. The 
former was perfuaded that the very 
exiftence of the country was at 
ftake, and dep¢nded upon the adop- 
tion of the meaiures then before 
parliament. He then went into a 
vindication of himfelf in the pro- 
fecytion of Hardy and others for 
high treafon.- particularly for not 
inditting them for mifdemeanors 
and feditious praétices—and declar- 
ed it as his firm opinion, that he 
could bring no other charge againtt 
the perfons accufed than he had 
brought!!! more efpecially as par- 
liament had ftated its proceedings, 
and had dectared that a confpiracy 
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had aétually exifted. . He vindicat- 
ed both the houfe of commons, the 
jury, and himfelf, with refpect to 
the acquittal of the prifoners, It 
was adimitted by the grand jury, that 
there was ground for an accufation 
for the crime of high treafon; it 
was therefore his duty to follow up 
the indiétment, and fubmit the 
whole of the matter to the jury for, 
their decifion. He next proceeded 
to the bill then before the houfe for 
preventing feditiousaffemblies. He 
faid, the queftion was, whether the 
fituation of this country was fuch, 
that a leffer evil fhould be adopted 
to prevent a greater. - He allowed 
the bill would extend the power of 
magiftrates; but argued, that the 
feditions meetings lately held, and 
the inflammatory fpeeches made at 
them, called aloud for the meafures 
about to be adopted to prevent them 
in future. He had feen two hand- 
bills, one entitled, “ The Rights 
of Kings,’”’ and the other, * Sum- 
mary of the Duties of Citizenfhip,”’ 
both written for the ufe of the 


members of the Correfponding So- 


ciety. The attorney general then 
gave it as his opinion, that it was 
impoflible for the laws of the coun- 
try, as they then ftood, effectually 
to reftrain the publication of fuch 
libels, and prevent fuch feditious 
meetings. Heagreed that the pro- 
poied laws would ia fome degree 
refirain other bodies of men, but 
contended that falus populi /uprema 
lex eft, 

Sir Francis Baflet fpoke in favour 
of the bill, and pointed out the ne- 
ceflity of pafling it into a law, 

The houfe at length divided. For 
the motion, againit it, 167. 

It is difficult, extremely difficult, 
to aflign one tolerable reafon for 
the minifter’s conduét in refifting 
this motion for inquiry. The at. 
tack on his majefty had been made 
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under circumftances which in fome 
erfons had excited fufpicion. An 
immente reward offered for the dif. 
covery of the offender, had proved 
ineffeétual; and the minifter, in 
the courfe of the debate, had been 
publicly compared with the mini- 
iters of Charles II. who were known 
and acknowledged to have fabri- 
cated plots and confpiracies to pro- 
mote their own finifter defigns. A 
man of fpirit, in fuch circum- 
ftances, would have called for in- 
quiry inftead of refifting it, as if 
he was afraid of truth, as if he 
fhrunk from inveftigation. On the 
other hand, by having the faéts in 
evidence before the houfe, the ar- 
guments of oppofition muft have 
been confined within much more 
limited boundaries. They muft have 
acknowledged the evil; and they 
could only have deliberated on the 
fimple queftion, whether the pro- 
pofed remedy was fuch as ought to 
be adopted confiftently with the 
principles of the conftitution. How 
mortifying muft it have been toa 
minifter to hear his character im- 
peached by the blackeft infinua- 
tions, which, in the records of par- 
liament, mutt defcend to pofterity, 
while a little inveftigation would, 
we doubt not, have placed it ina 
fair-point of view, and might 
eventually even. have led to the 
detection of the atrocious offend- 
er? 

Upon the fecond reading of the 
bill for the better preventing fedi- 
tious aflemblies on the 17th of No- 
vember, the folicitor general (fir 
John Mitford) arofe to explain 
and to point out the neceflity of 
the bills pafling intoa law. The 
facred freedom of fpeech, the pri- 
vilege of which was juftiy reckoned 
fo diftinguifhed a blefing of the 
Britith conftitution, had, he faid, 
been fhamefully and dangeroufly 

abufed. 
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abufed. The object of the bill was 
to prevent the perverfion of an int- 
portant right, and to fuperiede the 
neceflity of ftronger reftrictions 
upon it than the bill was meant to 
impofe. The fecond part of the bill 
was intended to remedy the abufe 
of debating in public meetings, 
to prevent private intereft from 
prompting difcuffions of public « 
grievances, and to put a ftop to 
that traffic by which an uncandid 
and unfair examination of abufes, 
a turbulent fpirit of difcontent had 
been raifed and encouraged, to ferve 
the peculiar purpofes of individu- 
als. His opinion was, that the pro- 
vifions in the bill ** were not fo 
extenfive in their operation as they 
ought to have been ;” and this was 
the only defect he could fee in it. 
The framers of the bill, however, 
had been guided by the beft of mo- 
tives. He argued ftrongly in fa- 
vour of the bill, on account of the 
liberty it allowed to call any num- 
ber of the people together to peti- 
tion for the removal of grievances, 
or any other legal purpofe, only 
with the precaution of giving pre- 
vious notice to a magiftrate. The 
attendance of a juftice of the peace, 
he contended, would rather aid and 
fupport the difcuflion of any mo- 
derate queftion than impede it; be- 
¢aufe, without fuch attendance, it 
would be eafier for any enemy to 
the bufinefs before the people to 
excite the rabble to difturb the 
meeting and breed a riot, than when 
fuch precaution was taken. How 
then could the bill be reprefentad 
as fubverfive of the beft privileges 
of the people of England, or as 
tabbing the principles of the con- 
ftitution? Mr. folicitor enlarged on 
the great impropriety “ of public 
tunctionaries being paid by the peo- 
ple,” which, he faid, had produced 
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all the anarchy. in France, and was 
a principle which the Brisy& confii- 
tution had long abandoned. He laid 
it down as a maxim, that all revo- 


‘lutions were. effected by minorities ; 


and that the active perfevering fpi- 
rit of a few would always triumph 
over. the peaceable difpofition of 
the many. After enlarging on the 
delinquency of Mr. Yorke, and all 
his ufual topics, he concluded a 
fpeech of confiderable length by 
afferting, that the exifting laws 
were undeniably defective, as they 
did not reach the focieties from 
which the evil originated; he there- 
fore {upported the fecond reading. 
Mr. Ertkine, in the beginning of 
his fpeech, referred particularly to 
what had juft been advanced by 
the folicitor general, who had af- 
ferted that the prefent bill was 
{trictly confonant to the principles 
of the conftitution. An aét of this 
defcription, faid Mr. Erfkine, was 
never thought of in the reign of 
Charles the second, after the horrors 
and confufion*of the former reign ; 
fuch an a¢t was never attempted in 
the reign of king William, when the 
government was newly eftablifi- 
ed, during a difputed fucceffion, 
or in the two rebellions that raged 
in the fubfequent reigns; it was an 
aé&t which even the prefent miniftry 
never thought of paiing, when 
they fufpended that grand palladium 
of Englith liberty, the Hadeas Cor 
pus a&t; nor when they had the re- 
ports of committees, ftating the 
exiftence of treafonabie plots, upon 
their table. The learned folicitor, 
he faid, defended the neceflity of 
paffing the prefent bill without any 
frefh reafons or new plots; inftead 
of adducing new evidence, he had 
trodden again the dud/ track that he 
had trodden fo frequently before, 
and had travelled back again to the 
meeting 
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meeting that had® been held near 
Sheffield, in which Mr. Yorke, it 
iad been afferted, made a fpeech 
highly feditious. In contradiction 
to the affertion of the folicitor ge- 
neral, that the right of the fubject 
to petition the king was not taken 
away by the propofed bill, Mr. 
Erfkine faid he would maintain po- 
fitively and diftinctly, that the bill, 
if it could be reduced to practice, 
would abfolutely deftroy the right 
of the fubjeé to petition. It was 
a maxim in law, when any thing 
was prohibited by law, the means 
by which fuch thing might be done 
were alfo prohibited. According 
to the enaétments of the bill, no 
fubje& was to be difcuffed which 
the magiftrates did not approve of ; 
thus thofe magiftrates ‘* who were 
appointed by, and removable at, 
the will of the crown ({uch as fhe- 
riffs, &c.) were to be judges of the 
mature of the petitions of the peo- 
ple.” The magiftrates, who repre- 
fented his majefty, he contended, 
would therefore never-permit the 
people to meet for the purpofe of 
petitioning againft aimeature of high 
prerogative, or in any cate where 
the king might be fuppofed not to 
confult the happinefs of the people. 
He would fay again and again, that 
* it was the right of the people to 
refift that government which exer- 
cifed tyranny.” It had been faid 
that bold language had been held at 
public meetings; it was certainly 
bold to fay that the people had a 
right to refift, and that they ought 
to rife; but there were fome occa- 
fions which rendered the boldeft 
language warrantable. 

With the fanétion of the fenti- 
ments of the venerable earl of Chat- 
ham, he would maintain that the 
people of England fhould defend 
their rights, if neceilary, by the lait 








extremity to which free men could 
refort. ** For my own part,” faid 
Mr. Erfkine, * 1 fha'l never ceafe 
to ftruggle in fupport of liberty. In 
no fGituation will I defert the caufe. 
1 was born a free man,” continued 
he, and folemnly appealing to his 
Creator, “I will never die a 
flave !” 

In the whole of the late proceed- 
ings and events, he obferved, one 
of the moft fatal circumftances had 
been, that the higher orders of the 
people feparated themfelves too 
much from the lower orders. This 
had been one of the caufes of the 
revolution in France. Under their 
arbitrary monarchs, there were li- 
terally but two claifes of the peo- 
ple; a pampered, profligate, proud 
nobility, and a low, miferable, and 
abject rabble; no intermediate clafs, 
no knowledge, no virtue. 

France hadanunreformedchurch, 
an unreformed ftate, a profligate 
defpotifm, and the moit profound 
fuperitition. He urged the neceflity 
of preferving the Britifth conftitu- 
tion pure, in order to prevent a re- 
volution. He defied the whole pro- 
feflion of the law to prove that the 
bill then before the houfe was con- 
fonant to the principles of the con- 
fiitution. The conftitution was 
abrogated and annulied by it. Our 
ancettors were content to wait till 
fome overt act appeared, which was 
the fubject of punifhment. But, 
under this bill, the determination 
of a magiftrate was to interfere be- 
tween the people and the affertion 
of their rights, and the, complaint 
of their grievances. Depend upon 
it, faid Mr. Erikine, the people of 
England wil? net and ought not to 
fubinit. 

Mr. Erfkine then read a para- 
graph from an addrefs to the jury at 
the Old Bailey upon the late trials for 
high 
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high treafon, which fhewed that 
no confpiracy had exifted, and that 
the opinion of the judge had not 
been as reprefented. The chief 
juftice fays— 

« All men may, nay, all men 
mutt, if they profefs the faculty of 
thinking, reafon upon every thing 
which fufficiently interefts them to 
become objects of their attention ; 
and, among the objects of the at- 
tention of free men, the principles 
of government, the conftitution of 
particular governments, and, above 
all, the conftitution of the govern- 
ment under which they live, will 
naturally engage their attention and 
provoke fpeculation. The power 
of communication of thoughts and 
opinions is the gift of God; and 
the freedom of it is the fource of 
all fcience, the firft fruits and the 
ultimate happinefs of fociety; and 
therefore it feems to follow, that 
human laws ought not to interpofe, 
nay, cannot interpofe, to prevent 
the communication of fentiments 
and opinions in voluntary affemblies 
of men.” 

Mr. Erfkine next commented 
upon the preamble and feveral 
claufes of the bill, and contended 
that it was in the power of any one 
man, by going to a meeting and 
fpeaking a few feditious words, 
whether appofite to the fubject or 
not, to afford a warrantable reafon 
for a juftice to diflolve the meet- 
ing; any {py (and magiftrates had 
their fpies) with half a crown in 
his pocket, might go, and, by ut- 
tering feditious expreflions, afford 
his paymafter the power of putting 
an end to all difcuffion, and to the 
meeting. He-faid the law of the 
land was fully adequate to all the 
purpofes of good government with- 
out the introduction of the prefent 
meafure. In any public meeting, 
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when a breach of the peace was 
committed, a magiftrate, by the 
exifting law,” was entitled to inter- 
fere; and, in his fupport, was au- 
thorized to raife the poff2 comitatiis, 
if necefflary; and alfo, by the Riot 
Aét, he had the power of difperfing 
tumultuous affemblies, 

He then alluded to fome fenti- 
ments which were formerly uttered 
by Mr. Burke when fpeaking of 
the American war, which he thought 
peculiarly applicable to the pi elene 
time. ‘That great man reprefented 
Englifhmen as contending for an 
imaginary power; * We begin,” 
{aid he, “to acquire the fpirit of 
domination, and to lofe the relifh 
of honeff equality. The principles 
of our forefathers become fufpect- 
ed to us, becaufe we fee them ani- 
mating the prefent oppofition of 
our children. The faults which 
grow out of the luxuriance of free- 
dom appear much more fhocking 
to us, than thofe vices which are 
generated from the ranknefs of fer- 
vitude.”’ 

It appears from hence, faid Mr. 
Erikine, that the word eguality is 
not a word of new coinage, and 
introduced into the dictionary only 
three years ago; but a word of long 
and ancient ufage, and ftamped 
with fuch an authority as that of 
Mr. Burke. It was his opinion, 
that the higher ranks did wrong in 
thus feceding from the lower. If 
the latter had fwerved from their 
duty, it would be better for the 
former to rally them round the 
principles of the conftitution, and 
lead them back to their duty, than 
thus to make, as it were, a feparate 
caufe againft. them. Let thofe 
higher ranks recolleé what muft b 
the certain confequence of a conte 
between them and the lower ranks. 
He contended, that, if the propofed 

meafures 
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meafures were adopted, it would 
indicate to France, that this coun- 
try was in a convulfed ftate; aud 
as we had expected better terms 
from them en account of their be- 
ing in aconvulfed ftate, fo they, on 
the fame ground, would be in- 
duced to expeét better terms from 
us, if they fuppofed England to be 
in a ftate of confufion. 

«¢ Good God !” faid Mr. Erfkine, 
“‘ becaufe aking, whofe morals mak 
him dear to every man in the na- 
tion, was going down to his parlia- 
ment during a war which had 
{natched the bread from the mouths 
of the poor,—becaufe, in the crowd 
that furrounded him, there was one 
man, mifcreant enough to offer an 
outrage to that king, for which aé& 
he might be punifhed by the fiatute 
of Edward the Third,—are the 
whole people of England, on that 
account, for the crime of one man, 
to be deprived of their moft valu- 
able rights and privileges ?”’ 

The learned advocate then went 
into a legal argument, to prove that 
the offences re-capitulated in the 
prefent bill might be punifhed by 
the exifting laws, and that thofe 
laws were amply fufficient.. The 
13th of Charles the Second was 
admitted to be the precedent of the 
bill, Under that act 100,000 per- 
fons might meet, and fign any pe- 
tition to the king or the parliament 
voluntarily ; but the act prevented 
perfons from hawking about peti- 
tions to perfons to fign, who might 
not know that any grievances ex- 
ifted. It alfo provided that not 
more than ten perfons fhould prefent 
any petition tothe king. {It autho- 


rifed magiftrates. to interfere when 

an overt a&t of tumult took place, 

or to require fecurity if danger to 

the peace was apprehended ; but it 

never prohibited a meeting to be 
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held. It did not forbid voluntary 
communication, but prohibited tu- 
multuous petitioning; whereas the 
bill then before the houfe prohi- 
bited. petitioning upon grievances 
which aétually exiited. He then 
alluded to a reform in parliament, 
and obferved that the language of 
Mr. Pitt once had been, ** that we 
had loft America by the corruption 
of an unreformed parliament; and 
that we fhould never have a wife 
and honourable adminifivetion, nor be 
freed from the evils of waneceffar 
war, nor the fatal efedis of the 
funding fyftem, till a radical reform 
was obtained.” But the fame right 
honourable gentleman was then at- 
tempting to brand with the imputa- 
tion of fedition all who employed 
the fame language which ke hinfelf 
had once held, or who exprefied 
their difcontent at the fatal meafures 
which in that {fpeech he had him- 
felf predicted. 

Mr. Anftruther rofe, and replied 
to feveral arguments made ute of 
by Mr. Erfkine, and ran over nearly 
the fame ground of reafoning as the 
folicitor general had done. Lord 
Mornington defended the fame fide 
of the queftion, in a declamation 
of contiderabie length, which, as 
uiual, confifted of tedious readings 
from a variety of pamphlets and po- 
litical publications. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that, when he 
had made his motion for a commit- 
tee of inquiry, he had foretold, 
that if the right honourable gentle- 
man oppofite would not fuffer him 
to obtain that committee of en- 
quiry, gentlemen would ftart up 
with lines and feraps of pamphlets, 
with paragraphs and hand-bills, in 
battle array, againft him; and he 
expected that they would bring up 
the rear with prints and cuts ftill 
more alarming and formidable. He 
ob- 





obferved that the arguments made 
ufe of by lord Mornington to prove 
the connection between the pro- 
ceedings of the London Corre- 
{ponding Society, and the outrage 
that had been offered to the perfon 
of the fovereign, neither dazzled 
his fight nor fatisfied his under- 
ftanding. In faét, he did not be- 
lieve there was any more con- 
nection between the two, than he 
could admit there was any connet- 
tion between the noble lord’s {peech 
and the queftion in debate. His 
lordfhip had affirmed, that a pam- 
phlet publithed by a certain Citizen 
Lee was foul treafon. “If itwas foul 
treafon,” faid Mr. Sheridan, * why 
did not the attorney general profe- 
cute Citizen Lee?” As tothe doc- 
trine of king-killing, he knew the 
majority of the people held it in 
univerfal deteftation ; but if a fool, 
2 madman, or a traitor, as ignorant 
as the minifters, believed fuch fen- 
timents were popular, was it to be 
deemed a fufficient proof of their 
exiftence ? 

Mr. fecretary Dundas defended 
thofe who had argued in favour of 
the bill, and urged the neceflity of 
its being paffed intoalaw. With 

regard to popular meetings, he ob- 
ferved that Mr. Fox had ftood for- 
ward more frequently than any 
other political character in appeals 
to the people. He had difplayed 
the moft extraordinary willingnefs 
to refort to them; fo that it fre- 
quently happened, that he was 
without the door of the houfe, ,at- 
tacking minifters with invective and 
afperity one half the day, where 
they had no means of defending 
themfelves*, and, during the other 


* Why had they not the fame means of defence, that Mr. Fox had of attack ? 
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half, combating them with the ut- 
moft inveteracy within thofe walls, 
At one time, in order to excite the 
indignation ‘of the people againft 
minifters for their provecution of 
the American war, the right ho. 
nourable gentleman had difplayed 
his oratorical talents on a flage e- 
rected for that purpofe in Weft- 
minfter Hall; with as little effec, 
however, as to the avowed purport 
of his defign at that.time, as there 
was ground to apprehend would be 
the cafe with refpeét to. his exer- 
tions on a late occafion. Yet it 
had happened that he was induced 
to connect himfelf with the politi- 
cal condudé of thofe-whom he had 
reprobated for fo many years with 
every poflible bitternefs and feve- 
rity. Immediately after he had 
withdrawn himfelf from the admi- 
niftration of the earl of Shelburne, 
he again appealed to his favourite 
popular meetings. 

Mr, Fox replied to thefe pointlefs 
invectives, that the honourable fe- 
cretary had forgotten the conduct 
which his own particular friend Mr. 
Pitt had adopted, and thofe eloquent 
{peeches he had at that time deli- 
vered, in which, harangues to the 
people were defcribed as * the beft 
and moft ufeful duty which repre- 
fentatives tn parliament could dif- 
charge to their gonftituents.’? In 
anfwer to the charge that he had in 
a perfonal manner attacked thofe 
who had no opportunity of appear- 
ing in their own defence, he had to 
fay, that it was the dtity of every 
man, and particularly of every 
member of parliament, when the 
conduct of the executive govern- 
ment was called in queftion, to re- 


We 
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prefent the characters and conduc 
of minifters in their true colours. 
With regard to the bill, he obferv- 
ed that its general principle was a 
blow at the outworks of the contti- 
tution, neither more nor lefs than 
a daring attempt to fubvert its ver 
foundation, the freedom of difcuf- 
fon. 

After a long and defultory de- 
bate, the houfe divided. For the 
fecond reading, 213; againit it, 43. 

On the roth of November, the 
order of the day for the fecond 
reading of the bill for the better 
fecuring of his majefty’s perfon, 
&c. being read, and the queftion 
being put, “ that this bill be now 
read a fecond time,” — 

Mr. Fox obferved on this occa- 
fion, that he fhould defer arguin 
againft the principle of the bill, till 
the queftion thould be put * that the 
{peaker do leave the chair ;” which 
he underftood was likely to take 
place on the Monday following ; 
hetook thiscourfeon account of the 
unavoidable abfence of feveral of 
his friends. 

Mr. William Smith faid he was 
unavoidably abfent on the difcuffion 
of meafures nearly conneéted with 
the bill then before the houfe ; but 
he thought it neceflary to obferve 
tpontheoecafion which then offered 
itfelf, that he felt himfelf compelled 
by every fentiment of duty to op- 
pofe the bill. He oppofed it on 
this ground, that it was one of thofe 
meatures that would be ineffectual 
with regard to the objects they pro- 
feffed to attain. With refpeét to 
fentiments of attachment to the 
Pa of his majefty, he agreed, 

e believed, with every member of 
that houfe. He thought the law, 
as it ftood then; fully fufticient for 
all the purpofes for which thefe 
bills were held forth; he fhould 





therefore oppofe them in all their 
ftages. 

hehoufe divided. For the quef- 
tion, 64; againft it, 22. 

A defultory debate took place on 
the 23d of November, on feveral 
petitions being prefented againft the 
bills. Mr. Sturt, on prefenting the 
petition of the Correfponding So- 
ciety, juftified that body againft 
* the afperfions” of lord Morning- 
ton; and, to counteract the effects 
of the readings with which that 
noble lord had entertained the houfe, 
Mr. Sturt produceda Sev pen writ~ 
ten by Mr. Reeves, chief juftice of 
Newfoundland, and prefident of 
the Crown and Anchor affociation, 
in which it was afferted, * that the 
government of England was.a mo- 
narchy; that the monarch was the an- 
cient /ock, from which have {prung 
thofe goodly dranches of the legifla- 
ture, the Jords and commons; that thele, 
however, were {till on/y branches, and 
that they might be lopped off, and the 
tree be a tree fiill, fhorn indeed of its 
honours, but not, like them, caft into the 
fire.” By a fubfequent decifion of 
the houfe, this pamphlet was voted 
to be a libel on the conftitution ; 
and the attorney general was order- 
ed to profecute the oftenfible au- 
thor. 

On the motion of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, the commitment 
of the bill for the fecurity of his 
majefty’s perfon was poftponed to 
the 25th of November, which was 
afterwards altered to the 30th. The 
debate which fucceeded on this 
motion was fhort but- intemperate. 
The bill was feverely attacked by 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Curwen, and Mr. 
Fox; and it was defended by Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Wilberforce, and the fe- 
Cretary at war; the latter of whom, 
in replying to Mr. Fox, made ufe of 
the remarkable expreffion, “ that he 

» would 








would find that minifters were de- 
termined to exert a vigour more 
than law:”’ an expreflion which, 
however, feemed to meet with the 
difapprobation of all parties. 

On the 2sth of November, Mr. 
Curwen rofe, agreeably to the no- 
tice he had given on a former day, 
to propofe to the houfe the delay 
of one week before they proceeded 
further with the two bills. He 
urged many reafons againit the bill 
for preventing feditious meetings 
paffing into a law; it would, in its 
effets, alter the whole counftitu- 
tion; popular opinion had reftrain- 
ed and counteracted the power and 
influence of corruption; if that 
was taken away, the ftruggle would 
be ineffectual. The -exiftence of 
the houfe of commons depended 
upon the united intereft of the 
whole body of the nation. That 
increafed corrupt influence of the 
crown, together with the torrent 
of honours which had of late inun- 
dated that houfe, and deprived the 
democratic part of the conftitution 
of fuch a weight of property, call- 
ed upon them, if they valued the 
conftitution, to cherifh every prop 
and fupport which could affift 
them to maintain their juit and ne- 
ceifary influence. He next alluded 
to an expreflion which had on a 
former day fallen from the fecre- 
tary at war, about employing a vi- 
gour beyond the law. What,” faid 
Mr. Curwen, ‘‘ did the honourable 
{ecretary mean? Is he fo little ac- 
quainted with the ftuff of which an 
Englith heart is compofed, that he 
can fuppofe thofe who have been 
the ornament of their country, who 
have flied their blood in its defence, 
would forget the love of liberty 
they fucked in from their mothers’ 
breafts, and become the inftru- 
ments of enflaving their fellow fub- 


jects?” Mr. Grant defended the bill 
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ay 


in a fpeech of confiderable length: 
to whom Mr, Fox replied with his 
ufual energy. 

The motion of Mr. Curwen to 
adjourn for a week was then nega- 
tived by 269 againft 70. 

The quettion then being put on 
the motion for the houfe refolving 
itfelf into a committee on the bill 
for preventing feditious meetings, 
the houfe again divided. Ayes, 273; 
noes, 73. 

The houfe having then refolved 
itfelf into a committee, the chair- 
man epee reer and obtain- 
ed leave to refume the difcuffion ona 
the 27th. 

Accordingly, on the 27th, the 
houfe went into a committee on the 
bill. The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer faid, that, as ufual, imme- 
diately after the bill had gonethrough 
the committee, it would bé printed, 
and that the further confideration 
would come forward on the Tuef- 
day following, and the third read- 
ing, he fuppofed, would be on the 
Thurfday. 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr, Lamb- 
ton, Mr. Whitbread, general Tarle- 
ton, general Macleod, and the reft 
of the minority, Mr. Sheridan ex- 
cepted, immediately rofe and left the 
houfe. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved in the 
committee, that he did not attend 
for the purpofe of propofing any 
alteration in the prefent hill, being 
perfuaded that no alteration, ex- 
cept that of negativing every claufe 
of it, would be of fervice to the 
public at large. 

On the third claufe, which ena&- 
ed, that if fifty perfons or more 
meet, and, after anorder to ditverfe, 
twelve fhall remain one hour, it 
was propofed by the folicitor general, 
to make it death without benefit of 
clergy. An amendment was moved, 


that fuch continuance fliould only 
be 
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be punifhed 2s a mifdemeanor. Mr. 
Wilberforce (much to his honour) 
ftrongly urged a more lenient pu- 
nifhment. -He implored the houfe 
not to adopt a claufe, of which, if 
carried into execution, he was per- 
fuaded all would repent. Mr. Stan- 
ley, Mr. Banks, and fir W. Dolben, 
humanely argued on the fame opi- 
nion; but fir Peter Burrel, and the 
folicitor general, contended for the 
fanguinary claufe. The committee 
divided. Ayes, 80; noes, 13. 
The committee then proceeded 
to fill up the blanks in the other 
claufes; and when the molt mate- 
rial claufe in the whole bill came 
under confideration, namely, that 
which was to empower the magi- 
ftrates to declare the afflembly un- 
lawful, upon any matter being pro- 
pounded that fhould appear to be 
unlawful, or tending to fedition, 
&c. the magiftrate was ordered in 
the firft inftance to feize and come 
mit the offender. The folicitor ge- 
neral propofed that the bill fhould 
continue in force for three years. 
Mr. Stanley propofed one year, 
which being objected to, he agreed 
to two years; which was refufed ; 
on which the committee divided. 
Ayes (for the term of three 


years), : 46. 
Noes (for the term of three 
vears), - 2. 


The bill then paffed the commit- 
tee, and the report was received 
immediately: the bill was ordered 
to be printed, and taken into con- 
fideration on the Tuefday following. 

The houfe refolved itfelt into a 
committee on the 30th of Novem- 
ber, to confider of the bill for the 
grea.*: fecurity of his majefiy’s per- 
fon, &c. and the quettion being 
put, “* That the fpeaker do now 
leave the chair,’ — 

Mr. Erikine obferved, that what- 


ever fecurity it was poflible to give 
to the perfon of the monarch, it 
was wife and politic to confer; but 
the bill then under confideration, 
while it diminifhed the fecurity of 
the fubjeét, gave no additional fe- 
curity to the perfon of the fove. 
reign. On the contrary, he feru- 
pled not to affert, that it tended to 
bring both the fafety of his perfon, 
and the authority of his govern- 
ment, into new and alarming perils. 
He took it for granted, that none 
would be difpofed to difpute the 
truth of the political axiom, that 
that government is the beft, which 
confers the greateft fecurity with 
the feweft reftraints; and that it 
was unwife to multiply penalties 
without the moft cogent reafons for 
the multiplication. There was alfo 
another axiom, which, he prefu- 
med, would command an univerfal 
affent, that it was always improper 
to repeal an antient law, till it be 
found, by experience and practice, 
to be inadequate to the purpofes 
for which it was inftituted. To 
prove the infufficiency of a law, 
it was not enough to fay that a 
new conjunéture had arifen, which 
required new legal reftrictions, with- 
out, in the firft place, proving that 
the exifting laws were inadequate 
to meet the emergency of this con- 
juncture, and that the law propofed 
to be inftituted was calculated to 
remedy the deficiency of the pre- 
fent ftatutes, and to anfwer the 
purpofe for which it was enacted. 
He next obferved, that the ftatute 
of Edward the Third embraced two 
objects of civil jurifprudence, the 
fafety of the king’s perfon, and the 
ftabilitv of the government. In the 
words of chief juftice Hale, that 
ftatute was made as a remedial law 
to remove former oppreflion, and to 
iccure the adminiitration of pure 
and 
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and impartial juftice. By that fta- 
tute, to compafs or imagine the 
death of the king was ftated to be 
high treafon. He faid, he could 
not think how any law could be 
made to plant a hedge by which 
the perfon of the fovereign could 
be more fecurely defended than by 
the words of that ftatute. The fe- 
cond part of the fame ftatute de- 
+ clared levying war againft the king, 
or —_ comfort and protection 
te his enemies, to be high treafon, 
But why did not our anceftors make 
‘‘ the compaffing to levy war” high 
treafon? The reafon was, that, in 
the benevolence of the principles 
by which they were actuated, they 
never overftepped the neceflity of 
the occafion. They knew that it 
was in the power of any malignant 
rufhan to attack the perfon of the 
king, and to endanger his fafety ; 
and therefore, in their ftatute, they 
made the very imagination of his 
death to be high treafon. . They 
did not wait for the execution of 
the deed; they ftruck at the inten- 
tion itfelf, as foon at leaft as it was 
difcovered. by any overt act. But 
they held out a confpiracy to levy 
war againft the king as only a mif- 
demeanor, becaufe it was a thou- 
fand to one that the confpiracy was 
too contemptible for notice; that 
it would be difcovered before it was 
ripe for execution: the crime of 
confpiracy was feated in the mind, 
and it was only from overt acts that 
a criminal intention could be thewn 
to exiit. Mr. Erikine then ftated 
the cafe of fir John Friend, who 
was indicted for high treafon: the 
overt act charged in his indi€tment 
was the raifing of troops in France 
to aid the caufe of the pretender. 
On this occafion, chief juitice Holt 
properly contended, that, in ordi- 
nary cafes, a confpiracy to levy war 
a was not an overt ac of 
179% 
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high treafon; but as the immediate 
object of this confpiracy was to lay 
violent hands Upon the perfoy of 
the king, it came under the fi 
claufe of the ftatute of Edward the 
Third, and conftituted an overt act 
of treafun. Sir John Friend on the 
contrary argued, that, though the 
troops were raifed at his inftance, 
and the purpofe for which they were 
raifed was to levy war againit the 
king, yet he refted his caufe upon 
the intention not having been car- 
ried into effeét, and interred from 
thence that he was innocent of the 
charge of high treafon. But tir 
John Friend’s objeétion could not 
bear him out; for chief juftice Holt, 
like an honeft man and a found 
lawyer, only ftated the facts as evi- 
dence of the defign, and left the 
jury to decide, whether the overgacts 
which were eftablifhed, were proofs 
of guilt in the perfon accufed, 
This being the law, Mr. Erfkine 
expreffed his furprize to hear it af- 
ferted that the bill then before the 
houfe made no alteration in the law 
of treafon. He contended that 
the legiflature was about to cut 
down the text on which all the ju- 
dicial conftructions ftood, and 
enaét, “that any confpiracy to levy 
war againft the government was to 
be deemed high treafon ;” and fo 
far did the -provifions of the pro- 
pofed bill extend, that even a con- 
{piracy to pull down all the bawdy 
houfes in the kingdom would con- 
fign the confpirators to the punith- 
ment of traitors. He afked the 
framers of the bill, if they had not 
embodied all the falfe conftruétions 
of the ftatute of Edward the Third, 
on purpofe to make them a ftand- 
ing law; and if an attempt to pull 
down a few turnpike gates might 
not fubjeét a man to the penalties 
of high treafon? He urged the in- 
juftice of impofing oppreflive laws 
D wpon 
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upon the nation, Gecaufe a folitary 
individual, in the malignity of his 

eart, or in the infftuation of en- 
ena had committed a defpe- 
rate outrage. © The bill compre- 
hended a variety of new treafons, 
and even. conftituted writing an 
overt act of treafon. He adverted 
to the claufe of the bill, ia which it 
was enacted, that to “exprefs, pub- 
lith, utter, or declare, any word, 
fentence, or other thimg or things, 
to incite or ftir up the people, &c.” 
was a mifdenseanor. He could not 

rceive from wience the framers 
of the bill. had borrowed this ex- 
prefion ; he had in vain fearched 
for it in the hittory of former ty- 
rants. 

The attorney general replied to 
Mr. Erfkine; and Mr. Fox pointed 
out dome ftrong objections to the 
bill: but the feries of arguments 
ufed by thefe members on this oc- 
cafion being very fimilar to thofe 
employed in the former ftages of 
the bill, it would be fuperfuous to 
repeat them. 

The honfe then divided upon 
the commitment of the bill. Ayes, 
203; noes, 40. | 

The houfe next refolved itfelf 
into a committee, Mr. Serjeant in 
the chair. Upon that part of the 
firft claufe of the bill, which ena&s 
that it fhall continue in force dur- 
mg the life of his majefty, and 
until the end of the firtt feflion of 
ee ge after his deceafe, Sir 

‘illiam Young faid, he thought 
the provifions of the billfo neceflary, 
hot only at this particular junéture, 
but as general regulations, that he 
fhould move to leave out the words 
“during the life of his majefty,” 
in order to make the bil! permanent, 
’ General M‘Leod.taid he would 
Ppropofe an amendinent, that, inftead 
otthe words during the natural 
hie of our wok gracious tovercion 


lord the king, whom Almighty God 
preferve and blefis with a long and 
profperons reign,” fhould be in. 
ferted ‘* during the life of our moft 
gracious minifter Mr. Pitt, whom 
Almighty God preferve and blefy 
with a long and profperous admi- 
niftration !” 

-.Mr. Barham condemned this le. 
vitv, as unfuitable to the folemnity 
of the occafion. He argued for a 
limited time, on the ground that the 
country at large would be better 
fatistied. 

Upon a divifion taking place, 
that the bill continue for the natu- 
ral life of the king, and until the 
end of the next feflion of parlia- 
ment after a demife of the crown, 
there appeared 129 votes for this 
period, and 6 in favour of its being 
renewed every three years. ! 

On the 4th of December, th 
order of the day being read for the 
houfe to take into confideration the 
report of the amendments made in 
the committee on the fame bill, all 
the gentlemen who had uniformly 
oppofed it retired from the houfe in 
a body. ‘The amendments were 
then gone through and agreed to 
by the houfe: after which the bill, 
with the amendments, was ordered 
to be engroffed, and read a third 
time on tne Thurfday following. 

Accordingly, on the roth of De- 
cember, the chancellor of the exe 
chequer moved the order of the day, 
for the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. Harrifon oppofed the third 
reading, on:two grounds: firft, whe- 
ther the aé& of Edward the Third 
was fufficiently ftrong to prevent 
the neceffity of any new law for the 
fafety of his majefty’s perfon? Se- 
condly, whether the laws a 
were fufficient to provide again 
and punifh any language or publi- 
cations that went. to the fubverfion 
of the government? He argued, 
that 
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that the prefent fhould rather be a 
declaratory att, ftating, that doubts 
had arifem concerning the con- 
ftruction of the high treafon ftatute 
of Edward the Third, than a new 

ermanent aét. He declared, that 
he was fully perfuaded in his own 
mind that the former laws were fuf- 
ficient. He called the bill a fatire 
on the crown, and a libel of the 


‘Jovalty of the people of Englarrd. 


‘Mr. feeretary Dundas contended, 
that if any good could come from 
felf-conftituted meetings, it would 
be by placing them under the eye 
of the legiflature. Indeed he had 
flattered himfelf, that “ after the 
trials of Hardy and others, the gootd 
fenfe of the nation would have 
checked their further progrefs.” 
But the meetings in St. George's 
fields, and at Copenhagen-houfe, 
had diffipated thefe hopes. 

Mr. Pitt, alderman Newnhan, fir 
William Pulteney, and Mr. Jen- 
kinfon, fpoxe in favour of the third 
reading. 

Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Weftern, Mr. 
Jekyll, and Mr. Fox, urged with 
additional energy fome of their 
former arguments againft the bill. 

The bill was then read a third 
time, and paffed. 

On the third of December the 
bill for preventing feditious meet- 
ings was read a third time in the 
commons. Mr. Hardinge on this 
occafion made a fpeech of confider- 
rable length in fupport of the bill. 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan con- 
tended againft its pafhng into a 
law; but the arguments urged by 
the gentlemen on both fides of the 
queftion being nearly the fame as 


‘thofe we have already noticed in 


the former debates on the fubject, 
would be to indulge in an unnecef- 
fary prolixity to repeat them here. 

On the fame day Mr. Pitt tock 
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up the bill to the houfe of fords, 
when it was read a firft time. 

On December gth, upon the fe- 
cond reading of the bill in the houfe 
of lords to prevent feditious meet- 
ings, lord Grenville rofe, ard 
reminded the houfe that he had 
on a former day jiiitroduced a bill 
for the better fecurity of his ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government, 
which had met with; their lordthips’ 
approbation. Butthat was onlv one 
of the meafurés which his majefty’s 
minifters thought proper to bring 
forward to guard the conftitution, 
and protect thediberiies of the coun- 
try. The other meafure was the 
prefent bill, which had been re- 
ceived from the other houfe, ‘and 
was then brought forward for their 
lordthips’ difcuffion. The prefent 
bill was to provide for what’ the 
other bill did not immediately re- 
gard, viz. to fecure thé lives, the 
property, and the Heppincry f the 
people of England, for which im- 
portant object it would be ‘fotind 
that the exifting laws did not futh- 
ciently pfovide. . Hislordthip then 
went over the o'd ground, in de- 
picting the tremendous evils which 
impended over this country from 
the correfponding fociety, and call- 
cl upon the houfe to apply the 
remedy which this fituation requir- 
ed. 

The earl of Derby, the marquis 
of Lanfdowne, and the earl of 
Moira, contended ftrongly againft 
the bill. They urged the right the 
people of this country had to free 
difcuffion. They contended that 
the power which would, by the 
bill, be invefted in magiftrates, of 
feizing and carrying to punifhment 
thofe who might be found in what 
were called unlawful affemblies, 
would be to punifi the offence 
without the cognizance of a jury; 
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in other words, would expofe the 
culprit to arbitrary punifhment: 
that the bill went to deftroy the bill 
‘of rights, and the principle of free- 
dom: that though minifters might 
teel a horrid gratification in the con- 
templation of the effeéts which 
their meafures might produce, they 
might triumph in their fuccefs, 
and it was the only triumph they 
had to boaft; but nobody would 
envy them. That they had done 
their duty in oppofing the bill; and 
whatever might be the confequence 
they would fay —— 


Vidivix caufa diis placuit, fed villa Catoni. 


Minifters alone were the deities, 
however, to whom the victory 
would be acceptable. That Being 
who had created man for freedom, 
could never be gratified in feeing 
the purpofes of his wifdom and 
oodnefs counteracted ; nor could 
e failto regard thofe with com- 
placency, who had honeftly en- 
gaged in the cauie of liberty and 
truth, Notice was taken by the earl 
of Moira of an expreffion which had 
fallen from lord Weftmoreland, 


who had faid, “ Send the people to 


the loom and the anvil, and there 
let them earn bread, inftead of 
wafting time at feditious meetings.” 
Lord Moira could not believe, he 
faid, that the Almighty made an 
part of mankind merely to Asse | 
und eat like beafts: he had endow- 
ed man with reafoning faculties, 
aud given him leave to ufe them. 
Lord Thurlow urged feveral 
grave and weighty arguments, to 
prove that the confequences which 
wad arifen from the propagation of 
jacobinical principles in France, 
afforded no juftification for the le- 
pillature of this country to ena& 
new laws, with a view to the pre- 
vention of fimilar effects here: he 
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thought the members of that houfe 
had nothing to do with what ha 
paffed in France. The bill was 
be objected againft, as eftablithing 
a bad precedent, under counte. 
nance of which a variety of Jed 
Jaws might creep into the ftate, and 
defile the pages of the ftatute-book, 
While he thought the exifting laws 
fufficient to fupprefs feditious af. 
femblies, he could not help re. 
marking the variety of mifcon. 
ceptions that had taken place re. 
fpeéting the bill, and in no particu. 
lar more than in the idea that jt 
trenched upon the right of the fub. 
je&t to difcufs public grievances, te 
petition, complain, or remon 

or otherwife addrefs the king, of 
either or both houfes of parliament, 
refpecting them. So far from tha 
being the cafe, the bill fet out with 
recognizing that principle in the 
plaineft and broadeft manner. His 
lordfhip pointed out the diftin@ion 
between the extent to which the 
provifions of the bill went, and that 
of the provifions of the aé& of 
Charles the Second, and the ag 
of George the Firit, commonly 
called the Riot A&. By the latter, 
the perfons aflembled for an un- 
lawful purpofe did not incur the 
penalty of death, unlefs they com 
tinued together riotoufly and tu- 
multuoufly for oue hour after the 
act had been read. By the prefent 
biil, if an aflembly met for the mere 
difcuffion of public topics, conti 
nyed together peaceably to the 
number of twelve or more for one 
hour after proclamation made, com- 
manding them to difperfe, they 
were guilty of felony without be 
nefit of clergy ; and the magiftrate 
was ordered to put them to death, 
or at leaft he incurred no penalty, 
if, upon refiftance, any of the pete 
fons fo continuing together lof 
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their lives. This was in his mind 
an infuperable objection to the 
bill; and he therefore voted a- 
gainft it. He was anfwered by 
the lord chancellor in a fpeech of 
confiderable length, but nearly upon 
the fame ground of argument made 
ufe of by the minifterial fide in the 
houfe di commons, when the fame 
bill was introduced into that houfe. 
Upon the queftion for the bill’s 
going into.a committee, there were 
contents, 109, non-contents, 21. 
On the 11th of December the 
houfe of lords went into a com- 
mittee upon the bill for preventing 
feditious afflemblies, In the limita- 
tion claufe, the duke of Norfolk 


moved that, inftead of * three: 


years,” the words “ one year” 
fhould be fubftituted. 

This amendment was fupported 
by lords Darnley, Scarborough, 
Radnor, and Romney; and op- 
pofed by lords Grenville, Spencer, 
and Mulgrave. Ona divifion, there 
appeared for the amendment, con- 
tents, 8, non-contents, 45. 

Upon the 14th of December the 
bill was read a third time in the 
houfe of lords and paffed. 

Thus we have given a very brief 
fketch of the interefting difcuffions 
which took place ou thefe extraor- 
dinary bills; for to have entered 
at length into the arguments em- 
ployed by the feveral fpeakers 
would have occupied nearly the 
whole portion of this work which 
is devoted to hiftorical detail *. 
That a meafure of this nature was 
in the contemplation of miniftry 
wre gy tte to the outrages on. his 
majefty, is evident, not only fram 
the unguarded declaration of Mr. 
Dundas, but from the general te- 
nour of the debates, and {till more 
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from the debates, which, in the pre- 
ceding feffion, took place upon the 
ftate trials. Yet it would be un- 
candid to impute to minifters a 
fettled plan to overthrow the con- 
ftitution ef England.—Their mea- 
fures, on the contrary, have never 
appeared in any inftance to have 
been formed upon any deep-laid de- 
fign, upon any thing like an ex- 
tended {vitem; they are to be con- 
fidered in general as temporary ex- 
pedients, and, according to their 
own favourite idea, adapted in all 
cafes to exifling circumpances, While 
we frankly concede thus much in 
their favour, it is not eafy to be- 
lieve that the terror excited in mi- 
niftry by a few infignificant me- 
chanics in the metropolis, under the 
name of a Correfponding Society, 
could be fo great as they affected to 
feel.— We cannot fuppofe them fo 
weak and ignorant; we muft do 
juftice to their underftandings, in 
fuppofing them actuated by different 
motives; and the fimpleft folution 
of their condu& in this inftance ap- 
pears to be this—They felt that 
they had rafhly and incautioufly in- 
volved the nation ina war which had 
difappointed all their projeéts, and 
battled all their hopes; they mufi 
have felt that the ftorms of public 
indignation were filently gathering, 
as taxes and mifery increafed; and 
a meafure of the naturé of thefe 
bills, aided by the increafe of the 
military force, they apprehended 
to be the moft certain rampart 
which they could raife for their 
own prote-tion. 

In the event there is reafon 
to believe they have been dif. 
appointed. The general outcry 
which was raifed throughout the 
nation againft this flagrant innova- 


* See the proceedings at length, with an accurate account of all the public mectinys, - 
ina “ Hifiory of Two Acts, &c.”” publithed in 1796. The prefatery ™ Remarks on the 
State of Parties, &c.’”’ prefixed to that work, is one of the beR and monk candid politi- 


Cal difquifitions that ever appeared, 
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tion on the ancient laws and coniti- 
tution. of the realm, could not fail 
to convince them that the meafure 
was impra¢ticable; and they pro- 
bably would have retracted, could 
they have done it with a becoming 
grace. The alterations which they 
admitted in the bills, the limitation 
in ane of them as to the time of its 
continuing in force, and the mo- 
derate tone aflumed by their fup- 
porters without doors, particularly 
by the affociated merchants and 
bankers of Loudon, leave little 
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room to doubt of this fact. A fil] 
ftronger circumftance is their hav. 
ing never yet dared to truft a jury 
with a fingle decifion upon thefe 
new aéts, though cafes have cer. 
taialy occurred in which indi@. 
ments might have been framed upon 
them. The acts remain, therefore, 
as was predicted (we think by lord 
Thurlow), a dead letter upon the 
ftatute-book ; and will undoubtedi 

be brufaed away as ufelefs lumber, 
on any change of adminiftration, 





CHAP. IE 
Abfra& of his Majefly’s Speech at the Opening, of the Sefion. Debates on 
the Addr: fi—I s the Commons—In the Lords, Commitzee on the high Price 
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ement entered into by feveral Members of 


both Houfes to reduce the Confumpticn of Wheat Flour in their Families, 
Motrien of Sir Fohn Sinclair for the Cultivation of wafte Lands, 


N the preceding chapter, the 
] meeting of parliament, on the 
2gth of Oétober, was noticed, as 
well as the extraordinary circum- 
ftances which attended his majefty’s 
progrefs to and from the houfe of 
Jords. The fpeech froin the throne 
opened by ftating his majefty’s fa- 
tisfaction that the general fituation 
of affairs, notwithftanding many 
events unfavourable to the common 
caufe, was materially improved. 
The French hadin Jtaly been driv- 
ea back, and were checked on the 
fide of Germany. ‘Their fucceffes, 
and the treaties of peace they had 
entered into, were fur from com- 
penfating the evils they futfered 
from the continuance of war; and 
the unparalleled embarraifinent and 
diftrefs of their internal fituation 


appeared to have produced in them 
an imprefion, that their only re- 
lief muft refult from peace anda 
fettled government. The crifis in 
which they now were, muft proba- 
bly produce confequences impor- 
tant to the interefts of Kurope. If 
this. crifis termicated in any thing 
affording a reafonable expectation 
offecurity in any treaty, the appear- 
ance of a difpofition to treat for 
peace on jult and fuitable terms 
would, his majefty added, be met 
on his part with an earneft defire 
to give it the fpeedieft effect. The 
acceleration of this defirable end 
required, however, that we fhould 
prove our ability to profecute the 
war, till we could conclude it ina 
peace fuited to the juftice of our 
caufe, and the fituation of the ene- 
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my. 710 this end the moft vigor- 
ous naval preparations were making 
for fecuring our fuperiority, and 
carrying on our exertions im the 
Welt Indies. The hoftilities com- 
mitted by the United Provinces 
had, his majefty obferved, obliged 
him to treat them as at war with this 
country. The northern fleet had 
received the moft active affiftance 
from the emprefs of Ruflia. Treaties 
of defenfive alliance had been en- 
tered into with the two imperial 
courts, and the American treaty of 
commerce had been exchanged. The 
commons were informed, that, “ fur- 
ther additions to the heavy burdens 
which had been unavoidably im- 
pofed on the people,” would be ne- 
ceilary. But this preflure would be 
alleviated by the flourifhing ftate of 
commerce and manufactures, and 
our expences being lefléned by the 
prefent circumftances of the war. 
The addrefs to both houfes of par- 
Jiament concluded witha fhort view 
of the meafures neceflary to be taken 
re{pecting the deticiency of grain. 
From the bufinefs which, imme- 
diately after the delivery of his ma- 
jeity’s fpeech, took place in the 
houfe of lords, refpecting the out- 
races he had that day received, the 
debate on the addrefs firft took 
place in the commons. The addrefs 
was moved by lord Daikeith, and 
feconded by the honourable Mr. 
Stewart. ‘Phefe gentlemen con- 
curred with the fpeech of his ma- 
jefty refpecting the improved fitu- 
ition of public affairs. “The ad- 
vantages gained by the enemy on 
the continent were, they conceived, 
pretty equally balanced by their 
lotfes in other quarters. Andthough, 
in the Weit Indies, our profperity 
had not been eminently conipicu- 
ous, yet the profpedt there was 
promifing; and in the Eaft Indies 
our tucceties bad been uniform and 
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important. The finances and the 
energy of France were {tated by Mr. 
Stewart to be nearly exhaufted; their 
expences fo enormous, as not long 
to be fupported ; and their means 
of raifing fupplies to the ditburfe- 
ments, exactly in the ratio of {fe- 
venty to one. The fyftem of terror 
he confidered as no longer exitting 
under the prefent government of 
France. Our laft campaign had not 
been indeed attended by dri/liant fuc- 
ce/s ; but our exertions had been ufe- 
ful in forcing the enemy to adopt un- 
juttifiable means for the fupport of 
an unjuftifiable fyftem, which ne- 
ceffarily tended to its own deftruc- 
tion, and to weaken them by the 
victories it enabled them to obtain! 
Their incapacity to injure was our 
beft guarantee; and to this point we 
were reducing them! He next def- 
canted, in mott extraordinary terms, 
upon the unimpaired fituation of 
our refources. Nowhere were our 
people deprived of the comforts of 
life by the effects of war! Monied 
men were ready to lend the fums 
neceflary for the exigencies of gos 
vernment. There were ftill many 
good objects of taxation for the pre- 
{ent year; and the exi/ting taxes, tos 
gether with the national debt, were 
in a fate of liquidation! While he 
lamented the defection of fome of 
our allics from the general caufe, 
fome argument might be ufed in 
their juftification; they had not 
made peace till France had aban- 
dened her fyftem of interference 
in foreign ftates.. Clofe to the 
irontiers of an enemy ow one hand, 
and with a fufpicious friend on the 
other, their exiflence was endan- 
gered. ‘Fhis had veen the fituation 
of Hanover: the different fituation 
of that country from this, requir- 
ed a different fyftem of policy. 
fortune, not the arms of France, 
had conquered Holland; and the 
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flow operation of the principles of 
the French in that country indi- 
cated their probable fhort poffeffion 
of it. 

The word /a:.s/aétion, which had 
occurred fo early in the fpeech from 
the throne, excited the furprize of 
Mr. Sheridan. As the fpeech of 
the minifter, he profeffed his in- 
tention to exercife his right, as a 
member of parliament, io examine 
it freely. To be fatisfed with every 
thing, was efteemed a mark of piety 
and chriftian refignatior ; certainly, 
then, minifters were the mo? pious 
men in the world. They were fa- 
tistied with the improvement of our 
fituation fince laft year. It was ftat- 
edthat a check had been received by 
the French in Italy; butit was for- 

otten that at that period the repub- 
fcans had not penetrated into Italy. 
It was likewife faid, though only 
on the authority of a French news- 
per, that the army on the Rhine, 

d been forced to retire. The ar- 
my, however, had not laft year 


‘croffed the Rhine, and now were 


ouly prevented from advancing to 
the Rane, and obliged to limit 
their progrefs on the German fide 
of the Rhine. The war with Hol- 
Jand might perhaps be confidered, 
by minifters, as an improvement 
of our fituation! The feceffions 
from the confederacy againft France, 
and the progrefs frem fcarcity, 
with which we were former! 

threatened, to an acknowledged fa- 
mine, might increafe the fatisfac- 
tion of the miniffer. From a re- 
view of the f{peeches made by his 
majefty at the opening of the two 
Jaft and of the prefent feffion, Mr, 
Sheridan inferred, that peace appear- 
ed more than everat a diftance. He 
ridiculed the idea of the affiftance 
to be expected from the fleet of the 
emmprefs, which came not to afford 





any cordial co-operation, but tg 
eat Englith meat, and to learn E 
lifh difcipline. If, as had been fate, 
general difcontent would produce 
fome change in the fituation of 
French affairs, and lead to a better 
order of things, the people of Eng. 
land were, by their fufferings and 
calamity, in a high road to its at. 
tainment. Mr. Sheridan next cen. 
fured the delay in the failing of the 
Wett India armament, ana tlie dif. 
aflers encountered by the emigrants 
in their expeditions to Noirmontier 
and Poitou. Britifli blood did not, 
indeed, flow in thefe expeditions; 
but Britihh honour bied at every 
pore. A defperate effort was, he 
obferved, to be made for faving 
the iflands. In Martinique there 
was only one regiment of effective 
men, though the nominal force was 
fix regiments. Hedoubted the 
licy of extending our Weft India 
pofleflions, as draining this country 
of what it could leaft {pare,— men, 
Fifteen thoufand troops had been 
landed in St. Domingo, of which 
one thoufand five hundred had been 
fent te Grenada; and of thefe, in 
four months, fourteen officers and 
four hundred men had been loft. 
They were packed in hofpitals, in 
the moft deplorable fituations; and, 
by unaccountable negligence in the 
different departments, were depriv- 
ed of the aid both of medicines 
and furgeons. From inattention in 
providing tran{ports, ninety inftead 
of forty were put on board each 
fhip. It was in vain, he faid, to 
connect the poffibility of negotia- 
tion with any new occurrences: 
this pretext fhewed that the objeé 
of the conteft was to reftore the de- 
{potifm of France. He called upon 
minifters to difcover, like the king 
of Pruffia, what government the 
French armies obeved, and to ne- 
gotiate 
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gotiate with that as he had done, 
as Spain had done, and as the elec- 
tor of Hanover had done. 

The declaration of Louis XVIII. 
was fuppofed to be penned in this 
country, with the concurrence and 
under the direétion of minitters. 
He thought thofe who advifed his 
majefty to fpill the blood of this 
country for the reftoration of de- 
fpotifm in France, were as great 
traitors to their country as the mi- 
nifter of Charles II. who advifed 
him to enter into the pay of that 
country. Leagues with the de- 
{potic monarchs of France expelled 
she houfe of Stuart from this coun- 
try: and indeed, could any league 
be more deftruétive to its interefts 
than one with the houfe of Bour- 
bon, which had ever been the in- 
veterate enemy of Great Britain, of 
its liberty, and its commerce? He 
could not, he faid, move any a- 
mehdment to an addrefs which he 
difapproved ix toto, but would f{e- 
cond one which embraced three 
points, firft, that the people 
fhould not be burthened with taxes 
to fupport the delufive views of 
minifters in the reftoration of the 
monarchy of France, or till fome 
form of government fhould be e- 
ftablifhed which they may not ima- 
gine incapable of maintaining the 
accuftomed relations of peace and 
amity—-that a ftriét inquiry fhould 
be inftituted into the conduc of 
minifters in the profecution of the 
war—and that the moft fpeedy ter- 
mination fhould be put to it, by 
declaring a willingnefs to treat 
with France. 

Mr. Jenkinfon confidered the 
prefent time as extremely improper 
for negotiation, and recapitulated 
the ufual arguments for the com- 
mencement of the war, the conduct 
of which was, he faid, to be de- 
tended by examining its effects 
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upon the fentiments of the people 
in the interior, or by the preffure 
of an external force effecting a 
change in their temper and incli- 
nations. The latter of thefe objects 
had fucceeded; and the principles 
of the new conftitution had fixed 
civil liberty upon much more rea- 
fonable foundations than it ftood at 
the commencement of the war. 
Should it be reduced to praétice, 
the objections to the fluctuatin 

nature of their government woul 
be removed. That we had fuc- 
ceeded in repelling thé dangers 
which threatened us, was certain. 
The /ucceffes of the war had excited 
various royalift infurrections ; and 
from thefe one of shree alternatives 
was to have been expected,—either 
that the enemy would have been 
unable to oppofe the allies,—that a 
counter revolution would have been 
effeéted,—or thatacivil war would 
have burft forth. Unfortunately, 
however, the fyftem of terror under 
Robefpierre took place: but that 
this gained ground in confequence 
of the war, he ftrenuoufly denied. 
It tended to abridge that fyfiem, 
and the miferies it produced in 
France. The determination of the 
French to retain Holland, was, he 
thought, an infuperable obflacle 
to an immediate peace; and the re- 
medy for her enormous acquifitions 
was to endeavour in another quar- 
ter to obtain fomething to change 
or to compenfate. A few months 
might place us in a fituation to 
treat with greater advantage. At 
the beginning of the war, he had 
equally wifhed and expeéted the 
reftoration of the emigrants, and 
of the monarchy of France; and 
this he thought, if attainable, a fair 
fubje&t of war, but believed it was 
not. In the courfe of his {peech, 
Mr. Jenkinfon entered into a de- 
tence of his former affertions re- 
ipecting 































been attacked by Mr. 


and di@ not think ‘the 
of therrench govern- 
ment fo’ chimerical: as had been 
inferred : the defeat of the fcheme 


t 


. 


General Tarleton .confidered the 
fpeech of his majefty, and the ar- 
hat en place upon: 

vasfar from fatisfa&tory. Little 
confolation arofe, he thought, to 
us, from the prevention of the'in- 
vafion of Italy. The cern 
employed againft Spain wou ; 
now Ee diretied againtt Katy. 
He cenfured~ his imperial majetty. 
for neglecting to fortify Luxem- 


burg. As a military man, he in- 
duiged very. faint: hopes of the 
Weft-Indiaexpedition, and thought 


it ‘as eafy to fubdue the united 
fiates.of America as St. Domingo. 
He pointedly blamed the conduct 
of.the expedition to Quiberon, and 
the miniiters, if they had any part 
iathe weaknefs and infamy:of that 
tranfaction. The prefent fearcity 
was attributed by the general ina 
great degree to the lofs which agri- 
caltural employments. fuftained 
from the millions of men who were 
now engaged in war, particularly in 
Brabant, onthe borders of the 
Rhine, and in the: fertile fields of 
Poland: Our latevallies, the king 
of Spain and prince of Hefle Caffel, 
had left us to ruin France by our- 
felves. To effe& this, we mutt ruin 
ourfelves,# Away, then,” faid the’ 

ral, “with faphi(try! away with 

fion! away/with alb the agents 
of 2 corrupt and profligate admi. 
niftration ‘A juftly incenfed ene- 
my would not probably give terms 
when we chofe sto demand them; 
perhaps might not even confent to 
the meafures.we propofe ; we mutt 
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« the march to: Paris,” 


adept a new fi ftem, appoint new 
mipifters, » codcadept au energy , 
fuitable to our | t. oy 


Mr. Fox cenfured the fpeech, 


and the minifters. by whom it way — 


written. «It was not, he faid, e., 
nough that they fhould for three 
vears perfift in a war for miferable 


- Speculation, add.oné hundred mil. 


lions ‘of debt to the capital, load, 
the people with four millions per 
annum ‘of permanent taxes, and: 
make them feel all the miferies of 
{carcity, but they muft be infulted 
by the fa//ehood of being told * their, 
fituation was: improyed.” How, 
improved? It-could not be thewn. 
from the fucceffes of the Auftrian 
army. After theloan voted to the 
emperor, aud the pretences. upon 
which it was granted, thé people 
were told that it was an improve. 
ment of their fituation, that the 
French had been recently obliged 
to retreat from pofts of which they 
were.not in poffeflion at the time 
of the guarantee. . Was it an im- 
provement, that they had extended 
their dominions beyond the Rhine, 
had got Manheim, and over-run the 
greater part of the Palatinate? Was 
it becanfe the French had not over- 
run Italy, that our fituation was 
improved? . Mr.: Fox . fpoke .in 
ftrong terms of the lofty difdain 
with which he had been treated. the 
preceding fefons, on occafion of 
his predictions refpeéting the fear- 
city of grain. When another gen- 
tleman (Mr. Hufley), ata later pe- 
ried, and upon certain information, 
ufed: the fame forcible diffuafive 
againft war, he was rebuked for a 
fuggeftion which was treated as 
unfounded in faét. Was the veri- 
fication of thofe warnings an. im-~ 
provement? The feffetings of 
the poor -he ftated to be extreme. 
Oh! but France was reduced to un- 
paralleled:giftrefs, and this was ovr 
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ort! He wonld not quarrel 
about words; but he mutt notice 
the ftrange logic, that the “ne 
of this country, were to be told that 
this un diftrefs . of the 


i 


had nothing to.do with it.” The 
jation of paper currency in 
France had been, he faid, the in- 
ceflant ftory with which the par- 
liament and the people had been 
deluded. from the beginning of the 
war, Two years ago, the affignats 
were faid te be at a difcount.of So 
per cent. and this appeared to be 
tantamount to extinction; but when, 
xperience and practice were re- 
garded, when the example of Ame- 
rica was referred to, an enlightened 
ftatefman would hefitate before he, 
refumed to delude his country by 
build upon fuch an hypothefis, 
focal France had added an- 
other leffon to that of America,, 
France, which was.reduced to fuch 
a fiate of weaknefs as,to be an aly 
prey,—-France, who in: June laft, 
was faid to be gafping in her laf 
agoniesy—France, fince the date of 
this expiring agony, ,had_ made the. 
moft brilliant campaign that, the 
hiftory of mankind,exbibited., Such 
agonies excited his fears: and furely 
no man of comnaon fenfe,, after 
fuch an iflue to this kindof reafon-, 
ing, would again. calculate upon: 
fuccefs’ from, the) depreciation, of , 
their paper. Another, argument, 
ufed. was, that. the- French were fo 
deftitute of provifions, as.to be. 
obliged to unload: the {hips at-Breft 
to tupply. Paris..with, bread... But, 
what muft be their feelings of a 
caufe in which they had. engaged, 
that could, under fuch a preflure of. 
fcarcity, roufe them. to fuch exer- 
tons?» From. a minute, invefti- 
gauon of the fpeech, Mr. Fox ob- 


ferved.that itheld-out to the coun-> 
i 





try.even, lefs hopes of peace t 
his. majefty’s {peech » Eee 
ear. At -no period of the revo. 
ution. might it not»have been e- 
qually faid, ‘that it would produce 
confequences highly important to 
the interefts of Europe,” . Mr. Fox 
noticed the annual attempts he had 
made to induce a negotiation, and 
defired to know whether our per- 
verfe continuance in the proud de- 
nial that it was a-proper time to.ne, 
otiate, had bettered our fituatian ? 
nthe contrary, he faid, the prac- 
ticability of peace upon fafe and » 
honourable terms had become more 
hope'efs,, He the gentle. 
man who admitted the reftoration 
of the emigrants and of the honfe 
of Bourbon to be hopelefs, and,that 
minifters were convinced that. it 
was prudent to calculate the value 
ef an objeé, and not to purfye it, 
however defirable, beyond the ra- 
tional hope of obtainment, fpoke 
from.authority. If the difatters of 
the, war had produced this con- 
viétion ia minifters, however he 
lamented, the calamity. which pro- 
duced.this reftoration to reafon, he 
fhould.think our fituation improv- 
ed, | The expedition to Quiberon 
was, he fuppofed, one caufe of this. 
conviction. Mr. Fox, with an un- 
common glow of expreflion and, 
energy of manner, reprobated, this 
ill-fated expedition, and. the favage, 
barbarity of denying to the falar 
and.dying Sombreuiltheconfolation . 
of publifhing jhis letter, , Yet, ia 
defiance of this leffon, he obferved, 
another expedition was framed to 
I'Ifle Dieu, which, if carried, into, 
effe& in the fame manner. as the 


firft, would have been, eqnally.dif- 
aftrous... He pointedly. natinnd the 
inconfiftency of mini in fum-, 
moning Belleifle to furrender in the , . 
name of Louis XVIH. Had Belle-. 
ifle or, Noirmontier yielded .to. this, 

: fummons, 














eae fummons, we muft have landed and 
taken pote fon of them in the 
name of Louis XVIII. and pled 

ourfelvesto reftore him to his ri 

which would have reduced us to the 
shermative of sbandonig the prince 
and his followers with infamy, or 


of ng his caufe with de- 
{pair, as this was a*hopelefs caufe. 
ridiculed with much force the 


ed by the toa 

rent fpeakers in the debate in fa- 
vour of the war. = were, he 
faid, theories sheng : 9 well 
for a literary or al difputant, 
and be amting In + magneton 
a : but for a man to under. 
he ‘he off of a ftatefman, and 
to bring fach theories into practice, 
was an outrage, not only upon com- 
mon fenfe, but upon moral duty. 
Mr. Fox commented upon the ex- 
treme folly of entering into a war 
yyy nions. He contended, 
» at every moment from the 
commencement of the war to the 
prefent time, minifters might have 
negotiated upon better terms with 
the French than they now could, 
and that oo relative et had 
been gradua in e. He 
pietnied out Lvauih lode when, 
according to the language held out 
by miniffers, it might have been 
re and confiftent to treat. 
et, when a motion was made for 
this purpofe on the 26th of Janu- 
ary laft, which it was not conve- 
nient direétly to oppofe, an amend- 
ment was moved, that they were 
ready to enter into a negotiation 
whenever a 
blithed capable of maintaining the 
accuftomed relations of amity and 
peace. Was negotiation offered 
when fuch a government ee 
Tt was that France did main- 
tain fuch relations, fince Pruffia, 
Spain, many of the ftates of Ger. 
many, and even the elector of Ha- 


ernment was efta- a 
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Mr. Fox ridiculed the idea of wait. 
ing to treat till there was fome ex. 
i of the new contftitution of - 
rance, fince experience had proved’ ' 
that neither the changes of men nor 
of conftitutions affected the engage. 
ments they had formed with foreign 
countries. It was, he faid, idle to 
talk of the theory of a conftitution | 
being a dependance for the ob- 
fervance of a treaty: if a rational 
treaty was made, and it was the inte. 
reft of the parties to keep it, that was 
the only true and wife dependance 
for the continuance of peace. The 
offer of negotiation, he thought, 
ought to come from us, as having 
made declarations which ftood in 
the way of negotiation. This was 
neither the time nor the place to 
fettle the terms of peace. The 
terms in every negotiation muf 
certainly depend upon the relative 
fituation of the parties: but he could 
not admit of the eternal evafion, 
that one year we were too high to 
treat, another year we were too 
low; and thus war was prolonged 
without one calculation, whet 
the expence of continuing it fur 
one year was not more than the 
difference of terms to be expected 
between a good and bad relative 
fituation. We were now left with 
one ally, and that ally muft be 
bribed to continue. Adverting to 
the apprehended fcarcity,. Mr. Fox 
faid it was an infult upon common 
fenfe to urge that war and military 
expeditions did not in: their nature 
8 vate fcarcity. The quantity 
of increafed confumption, without 
taking into account the quantities 
damaged and loft, was immenfe, 
Had: government, purfuing the ex- 
ample of France, unloaded the 
tranfports that were fent to Quibe- 
ron, they would have done more 
towards alleviating the {carcity err 
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agents im- 


aid, What, would you neg 

with men about to ftain their hands 
with the blood hate Sawere 
Yet, if-the prefent: {peech meant 
sap tind: it meant that with thefe 
men minifters would have no 


French were able to maintain the 
accuftomed relations of peace and 
amity .with other nations, prayed 
his majefty that fuch terms of peace 
fhould be offered to the French re- 
public as fhould be confiftent with 
the honour of the crown, and with 
the fecurity and interefts of the 


People. 
his amendment was confidered 
by the chancellor of the exchequer 
as merely the mockery of returning 
toa ftate of. fecurity and peace. 
He vindicated the firft propofition 
contained in his majefty’s fpeech. 
The period comprifed in this pro- 
paeeee contained, he faid, the {pace 
ween the opening of the latt 
feflion of parliament and the pre- 
fent moment ; and he expreffed his 
fatisfaétion in the prefent ftate of 
fecurity compared to that ten 
months ago. His grounds of fatis- 
faction were, he faid, that, adlowing 
for the viGories and advantages ob- 
tained by the enemy, and for all the 


calamities which had befallen this fi 


country or our allies, the houfe, from 
looking at the prefent principles of 
the war, muft obferve the grounds 
of his fatisfaGtion, and the ftate of 
Our improvement!! They could 
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not but ive the enemy's re- 
duced means of profecuting the 


war. Thev were now in a fitu- 


ation. to afford us fair profpeéts of 
pable of giving reafonable fec 
of engagements of a T 

a greater t 
and were moms difpofed toit. hele 
reduced means were demonftrable : 


‘at the commencement of the laft 


feffion the value of affignats was 
from 20 to 25 per cent. were 
now only one and a hal cent. 

were at prefent only one fix- 


teenth of their value ten months 


. The prodigality of their fyf- 
oom forced ap deletion be- 
tween 6 and 7 milliards, which was 
equal to 280 millions fterling; this _ 
was three or four times more than 
the amount of all the money in 
France in its richeft ftate, and 
which:its commerce wanted for its 
circulating medium. The French 
had, he faid, now affignats in cir- 
culation to the amaunt of 720 mil- 
lions fterling, and the number was 
till increafing; they had therefore 
to face another campaign under 
thefe circumftances; and, were the 
other powers of Europe to put them 
to the hard neceflity of trying the 
experiment, he believed that the 
prodigal refources of their fyftem 
could not be fupported without th® 
reftoration of the fyftem of terror. 
Mr. Pitt allowed the advantages de- 
rived by the enemy from the equi- 
vocal condué& of Prufhia, and the 
difbanding of the armies withdrawn 
from Spain. But it was to be. 3 
ferved, that, for every pound fter- 
ling formerly paid to each man in 
uch an army, fixteen pounds fter- 
ling muft be given at the beginning 
of the prefent year. urging 
a variety of arguments to prove the 
ruinous fituation of their refources, 
Mr. Pitt obferved that thefe. re- 
fources 








ution. . The temedies propofed in 
Frahce.for this en lefs 
wuinouss'and the loffes they fuftain- 
ed in commerce,and manufactures 
were enormous, He admitted the 
fuccefles of: the French on: the 
Rbine,y:the calamitous fate of ‘the 
supe di ops mr yo 
the enemy had: been 
the defenkive on the fide .of Italy; 
‘but ftill the internal fituatian of 
France:was moft wretched and de- 
plorable. Qn the; miichiefs . of 
currency he again expatiated— 
af the affignats were taken out of 
circulation, the French could not 
command the labour of their own 
dubje&ts.cither:for civil or military 
ions.» “Fo many perfons.em- 
ployed by the fate, they had been 
obliged to allot anumber of necef- 
fary articles in kind. They had 
alfo been compelled to add one fe- 
venth in money:to the daily pay of 
the foldiers, who thus received ten 
times.the amount of their pay in 
affignats,. When he confidered 
their total inability to carry on the 
war for another campaign, he could 
not doubt but the fituation of things 
@as materially improved ! ! ! 

There were, Mr. Pitt faid, many 
circumftancés in the prefent fitu- 
ation of France favourable to a dif- 

tion to treat for peace, though 
it was a queftion whether they were 
fufficient to make it advifable or 
practicable to treat. The prefent 
government of France was praifed 
very highly by him, compared with 
the preceding forms; but he ftill 
queftioned the ability of the French 
to carry it into execution. “ That 
canftitution,” faid Mr. Pitt, “in the 
form in which it has been decreed, 
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aay have been examined, and may 
have:been putin activity with fuch 
acquiefcence .of the nation, as to 
enable their reprefentatives.to {peak 
on behalfiof the people of France; 
and Ihave no-dithic ulty in faying, 


if: that»event fhould have taken ' 


place, front that time all objections 
to the form’ of: that ee 
and to the princi that 

verninent, G etibdions to ena 
as obftacies to iation, will be 
at an end. »Iuwill alfo: ftate,’ with 


on -the fame frankaels, that; fhould that 


be the termination, whether it will 
then lead to the iffue of competent 
fecurity, and a reafonable fatisfac- 
tion to ‘this country, muft depead 
on the terms. If, wander thofe cit- 
cumftances, by any precipitate and 

defire: for. peace, from 


any difpofition to ynder-rate our . 


real ftrength,‘ or'amy want of forti- 
tude ‘to ‘bear what I admit to be 
real difticulties;—if we fhould over- 
look the ten thoufand times more 
complicated diftrefs of the enemy, 
ne put-an end to the advantages 
they give us for obtaining: 

on juft and’ fuitable Sciehonadita 
would in my opinion be the moft 
fatal event that could poffibly: hap- 
pen.” : ; 

Mr. Pitt proceeded tog mention 
his regret, that, in confequence of 
the defertion of the allies, the iffue 
of the conteft would. be much lefs 
fatisfacétory than it would have been. 
Comparing the fituation of the 

ople of this country with that of 

rance, he enlarged upon the va- 
riety of advantages they enjoyed. 
He accufed the French of having 
failed in maintaining their neutrality 
in America, where Rene fubjeéts of 
France had endeavoured to excite a 
con{piracy, and had interpofed alfo 
with the republic of Geneva. Did 
it, he afked, follow, becaufe the 
French did not attack the king of 
Prutha 
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fia whem they were warmly en- 
ee againft their other enemies, 
they would have paid ~ fame 
sanele to a geheral peace 
wotild ‘then indulge>thofe pafions 
of refentment, antbition, or caprice, 


~ which a militar ie nvight 
fed tolbe fable.’ e.’ ° The two 


ptr ite of Great Britain and’ He- 
nover “could not “purfte” the. time 
line of _ okt théir different & 
fituatio ‘He deried —L he’ a 
made War! rivate apinid 
for the thal of fextirpatin : g them 
The reach’ Sonsene’ fs thet 
alone had the only lawful governs 
ment #°'if we Wad fubdued ‘the mas 
lipnity: “of that’ Opinion, we had vin! 
Ppp and i om 

1 greateft dangers.’ In vi- 
fion of the” houfe, there appeared 
for the #4drefs, ey for the amend- 
ment, 56. is he 

The atidrefetn ithe houfe of lords 
was «moved oi tife 30th,’ by lord 
Mowint Edgecumbewho expatiated 
upon ‘the improvements in our fitu- 
ation announ¢eed in ‘his ‘majefty’s 
ee + Phes fuperiority of oir 

navy “was fach, he obferved, that 
eved the aceeMiorof Holland would 
hot enable the French to act againft 
us. They had been fo miuch 
checked on’ the Rhine, and in 
Italy, that fittle was to be appre- 
hended there $ and the lofs of theif 
commerce and credit, with the de- 
preciation of their ‘affignats, made 
up fuch a fum of diftrefs, that thev 
could not much longer continue 
the conteft. The addrefs, which, 
as ufwal, was an echo of the fpeech, 
was feconded by lord Walfingham, 
who, among other topics, obferved 
that his majelty, * iifead of avail- 
ing hinfelf of the very depreffed 
ftate-of the enemy to’ carry on the 
war upon a fyirit of national ven- 
geance !”” with infinite mercy and 
Condefcenfion to the French, took 
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the ‘carlieft’ opporta of ’ pledg* 
ing hitrffelf to hake teeee a foo 
ag a fettled government fhould af 
ford a fair profpeét Of 'a fafe and 
hofteurable peace. “His ‘lord 
pointed out the evils*attendant 
oh a temporary and “patched up” 
peace, and thought’ it Certain thi 
proenes * tiot "be forthe intereft of 
‘'déefcription of mea to" profel 
the ‘war a thoméntJonger than 
ine: -Hecefity of the cafe*indifpent 
fably ‘called’ for } Yenft’ of all eoutd 
it be for che taterett of” — 
As, however) thé} rofeci: n-of thé 
War could Wet eae pieefent air 
penfed with, he*thought'the inter! 
efts of this County ulfarly 
Saint it’ in we ‘Wet Indies. ° 
~enforéed “the: necefiity ut 
jacking reprifals wpon thé ‘Dut 


= thought the tréatywith A 


t to give peculiar fatisfa@ion. 

he duke of Bedford: thou + 3 
when an addrefs was propofe 
be carried to the throne, rine it was 
confiftent with the Wignity of par- 
liament’ to’ adopt’ a | of its 
own rather'than that oF he’ ‘mis 
nifter. He fthould' therefore ‘re- 
commend language ‘very different 
from ‘that of the addrefs propofed: 
The inability of the French to'con 
tinue the conteft had been the Gon: 
ftant theme of minifters from the 
commencement of the wars ‘and” 
the ingenuity of admioiftration in 
contriving excufes for carrying it 
on, was admirable. Years ago, theif 
jordthips had been told that ‘the 
French could not hold out three 
monttis longer: but practice, oppols 
éd to theory, had proved, that, in 
pre ortion as minifters had affected 

epreciate their refources, theif 
vigtor had increafed. Theimproves 
ments, faid by minifters im’ the 
fpeech to have taken place finde 
the laft year, he {poke of as a grofs 
and palpable mifreprefentation. re 
di 











to hear it flated as a 


on our 
Te oe 


did not expec 
matter of tri 
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be the ” of 
people here in their prefeat 
fituation? His grace faid, 
ex fome hopes to have 
Been held out, when. we were told 
that France was come to.a crifis 
that would produce important events 
to Europe. Did minifters mean to 
infinvate that the prefent govern- 
ment of arenes was not ee a 
was capable of keeping the faith o 
erenties ? At this cone, they dared 
not attempt fo grofs a delufion on 
the underftandings of their lord- 
There never, indeed, was 
any thing foiid in the objection to 
their ability to preferve the faith of 
treaties and ueutralities, as was 
evident from repeated inftances. 
His e noticed the calamities 
already confequent upon the war, 
and the difatters of the laft cam- 
paign. In the expcdition to the 
Soait of France, befides the facrifice 
of many brave and illuftrious men, 
who bad often protefted againft the 
jee, but who had no alternative, 
quantities of ammunition and 
were wafted at a time when 
our poor were either ftarving or de- 


Pending on the precarious bounty 
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that dies, he thought none would fay — 
seg? emp a better footing ) 
than at ihe Unaioning of the war, 


of the riche. In the Wet Im 


What our loffes in men there w 
he was afraid to calculate. “All 
thefe cs together with the 


evil af fcarcity, his grace 
eens: with many others, to the 
onan and wickednefs of ad. 
iftration, but, in the opinion of 


ufferings, and to take the onl 
by which they can be fiebually 
relieved, —to give them peace. He 
concluded by moving, to entreat his 
majefty to review the ftate of af. 
fairs for the laft three years, the 
defertion of the allies, the pillage or 
infecurity of the Weft Indies, the 
difgracetul or abortive expeditions 
to France, and the unparalled CXe 
penditure of blood and treafure ;<<= 
that therefore the houfe entrea 

his majefty not ta aé&t on the opis 
nion that the French could aot pre- 
ferve the relations of peace and 
amity, but that his majefty would 
take immediate and decifive miea« 
fures for a negotiation for peace, 
without adverting to the govern- 
ment of France; and adding, that 


if the prefent government of France 


fhould refufe to treat, that houle 


would perfevere in a vigorous 
fecution of the war. : a 


Lord Grenville contended that - 
rticularized ia’ 


the circumftances 
his majefty’s {peech were real and 


folid improvements in the fituation of + 


this country! In addition to the 


checks received by the French on 
the fide of Italy and on the Rhine, 
our naval fuperiority had been more 
ftablithed fince the laft 

year 


decidedly e 


















any former period of 
bur hitery. Hielordthip ably et 
tered into the hiftory of paper cur- 
raicy and aflignats, to prove the im- 
poffibility of the French continuing 
their exertions, and cited the gpi- 
nion of general Montefquieu, who, 
in 2 memorial on the fubject, “had 
enforced the neceflity of withdraw- 
ing a great part from circulation, 
and otit of 13 milliards leaving only 

‘but fince that time the circu- 
fition had been increafed. Every 
writer on the fubjeét of paper cur- 
rency was, he faid, agreed, that fuch 
an enormous mafs, fo little propor- 
tioned to any folid capital, mu/f at 
length accom, tif the utter ruin of a 
jiate. By the exertions we had 
made, arid by the diitreffes we had 
caufed to be felt, the defire of peace 
had become general in France. 
The new conttitution there was, 
his lordthip faid, a miferable and 
imperfe& copy’of ours; but with 
all its defeéts, it was a valuable ac- 
quifition to this country, as it might 
lay the found tion of peace. His 
lordthip vindicated the fpeech of 
his majefty for exprefling no deter- 
inination to treat upon terms fhort 
of thofe which the country had a 
right to expect. He confidered the 
advice which the duke wifhed to 
prefent to his majefty as highly im- 
politic and extraordinary in the 
untried fituation of the French go- 
vernm-nt, and as juftified by no 
diftrefs, no preffure, no exigency. 
His lordthip afferted, the fcarcity 
was in no refpect owing to the 
war: much of it was, he faid, owing 
to the prefent unproduétive fitua- 
tion of the Netherlands. ‘The dif- 


after at Quiberon had not ‘occa- 

fioned it, as the grain which fell 

into the hands of the enemy con- 

fifted chiefly of the cargoes of fome 

of the American fhips which had 

been feized in their way to France, 
1796. 
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The bad fuccefs of that expedition 
was, he contended, folely to be a- 
feribed to the treachery ot emigrant. 
corps, which could not have been 

forefeen. | 
The + marquis of Lanfdowne 
pointedly ridiculed the fatisfaction 
enjoyed by minifters, on finding 
that'the prophecies he had formerly 
uttered in that houfe, on the con- 
duét of ‘our worthy allies, had been 
but half as bad in the accomplith- 
ment as they were egret Af- 
ter enumerating the viories’ of. 
the French, and detailing the de- 
fertion of the allies, he withed to be 
informed, how many years of fuch 
improvement the nation would be 
able to bear? ~ Judging_of the fu- 
ture by the paft, he had bur little 
confidence in minifters; butif their 
boafts of our improvement and 
femporary fuccefs were founded, 
this was, above all others, the moft 
favourable feafon for negotiation. 
The empire could only be faved, by 
peace ; and it was of the utmoft im- 
portance to preferve it entire. The 
old ftory of the French finances 
had again, he faid, been brought 
forward: he wifhed fome attention 
to be paid to the finances of this 
country. If thofe of France were 
not unlimited, the finances of 
Great Britain’ were not without 
bounds. “His lordfhip wifhed to 
know if the taxés of this year hag 
proved productive. Ifthey failed, 
all’ was over. Few people only 
could bear taxes to a certain ex- 
tent: a fewmore would weigh down 
the fcale. As to the Weft-India’ 
expedition, there was little chance 
of making an impreffion on &t. Do- 
mingo; and of this lord Chatham 
was fo fenfible, that in his feven 
years’ war he never would at- 
tempt it. The armament was, 
he underftood, the worft arranged 
and equippeg that had ever gone 
ki from 












. 
jts probable inefficacy, bis lordthip 
aiked, whether a worn-out ifland or 
two, if taken, were worth the price 
of fuch an armament? . The plan 
of the Ftench, in fending out fhip 
by fhip, was what our minifters 
fhould have followed. If the dif- 
cuffions in the French convention 
were to be depended upon, the 
French would not give up the Ne- 
therlands. for - Weft-India {ettle- 
ments, as they were powerful. e- 
nough nat only to retain their own 
iflands, but to invade ours; The 
language of the fpeech, though ra- 
ther more pacific than that of the 
preceding year, meant, he faid, no- 
thing more than a difplay of the 
dexterity of minifters in proceeding 
with the war.another year. The 
Jaft year every thing was to be 
achieved by a decifive and vigo- 
yous effort; now the new order of 
things in France was to be relied 
upon, With refpeft to the atli- 


gnats, it was plain the noble fecre." 


tary inclined to the old. exploded 
idea that money was the finew of 
war,—-an Wea contradicted by the 
beft. writers, ancient and modern, 
Livy told us of three things which 
conttituted the finews of war,—good 
foldiers, good commanders, and 

ood fortune; all’ of which the 

reach poffeffed in an eminent de- 
pss: is lordthip, repeated his 

rmer argument, that nothing in 
point of refources was beyond the 
reach of a revolutionary govern- 
ment, whereas regular govérnments 
had their limitations in this point ; 
and he trufted that what had hap- 
ors to the old government of 

rance would ferve as a warning to 
minifters, of the fatal confequences 
of improvidently exhaufting the 
revenues of this country. He ear- 
neflly recommended immediate ne- 
gotlation ; and, after an exhortation 
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to. as the only effectual rr, 
medy which could be applied ty 


the grievances under which the 
country » his lordthip de, 
clared that he fhould fupport the 
amendment. . 
The addrefs was fupported 
the earls of Darnley and Mansfie 
and the amendment by the duke ¢ 
Grafton. The earl of Lauderdale 
made a fpirited ge ray the 
ledges, the promifes, and the pro, 
f as, held ae by shinier? ah 
ormer year.  The»mighty thi 
to be accomplifhed for us byt 


-emperor in return for his loap, 


were forgotten ; what Spaio was ta 
do; what Sardinia ; what,the Ger 
man powers; all was forgottén; 
together with the panegyrics upon 
the bing of Pruffia and the con, 
ftancy and vigour ofall. our allies, 
But.the fecretary of ftate could, he 


faid, remember exactly how many: 


evils had been predicted ; and, bes 
caufe they had not, been fulfilled, 
our fituation was improyed. The 
fources of the fatisfaétion that was 
exprefied, he could not difcover, 
Difafter and defeat attended ws 
abroad, and the lamentable fcar- 
city of provifions at home was mof 


properly recommended by his mar: 


jefty to the confideration of the 
houfe.. Our naval fuperiority, fa 
much boafted of, fell far fhort of 
the ftatenent made by his majefty 
when he came to the throne: and 
whatever was our fuperiority, the 
little protection given’ to our trade 
did not prove that it had been dir 
rected with fufficient {kill and vb 
gour to make it ufeful. His lord: 
thip proceeded to ftate the condud 
of the allies, and the expedition t 
Quiberon, as very-little fatisfactory, 
and particularly cenfured the choige 
of M. De Puiflaye as comma 
ing officer. He had, he faid, 
fort of confidence in the equi voc 

: prosnil 
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promife which the prefent fpeech 
ve to the country ; it was: lefs 
favourable than the hopes held out 
in the fpeech at the clofe of the laft 
fefion, where there was an uncon- 
ditional pledge that minifters would 
treat in cafe of a change of fitu- 
ation, which was faid to be pro- 
bable; but now the pledge was 
clogged with a condition, that the 
French muft not only have a fit 
government, but muft be the: firft 
to. offer negotiation. The argu- 
ments drawn from the depreciation 
of the affignats, he thought nuga- 
tory. The cafe of America, and 
the laft campaign of the French, 
were in proof of this. Minifters 
pretended regard to the new French 
conftitution; but they ought not to 
be fanguine in the hopes they-de- 
rived from it. Their boafted con- 
ftitution of Corfica, which had com- 
bined fuch. various talents in its 
firft concoction, having been form- 
ed by the pope and a cardinal, 
and put into: execution by a ‘pref: 
byterian governor and an epifcopal 
fecretary, was an improvement on 
the Britith model: yet by the late 
proclamation, no part of the French 
republic was in more confufion 
than Corfica.. . Could we prevail 
upon the people of France to ac- 
cept of our minifters as their new 
directors, he fhould have fome con- 
fidence in one further ftruggle. 
Earl Spencer objeéted ftrongly 
to the amendment, as entirely re- 
linquifhing that indemnity-for the 
war, for which minifters had always 
contended, and which the people 
would confequently expeé from 
them. With refpeé& to the lofs of 
a part of our convoys, it would be 
wonderful, in a war like the pre- 
fent, if this was’not the cafe; and 
the greateit caufe of furprize was, 
that io few had been captured, con- 
figering that nearly the whole of 
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the maritime commerce was in our 
hands, whilft the enemy had fcarce- 


ly any. With refpect to the. Ja. 
maica fleet, it had been feparated 
from its Convoy on, the, 13th Sep+ 
tember, and came home fafe, ex4 
cept a {mall fquadron. The medis 
terranean fleet having failed, wag 
detained by contrary winds . fa 
long, that, though it left Gibraltar 
on the 24th of Canenban it was 
little to the weftward of St, Vin, 
cents on the 7th of Ofober, when 
a {mall f{quadron which had, failed 
from. Toulon, paffed through the 
ftraits of Gibraltar, and captured 4 
part, fome of which had 0 res 
taken. His lordthip appealed tq 
the knowledge of profefional men, 
whether it was poffible fo to block 
up the ports of an enemy, that.no 
fquadron could efcape. Had the 
fhips fent on the expedition to the 
coaft of France not been feng thir 
ther, they would not have, beep 
fent to the mediterranean. Of 
M. De Puiflaye, his lordthip, faid, 
he perfonally knew little; but he 
had been at the head of. a great 
party im France, whofe objec 
was’ the reftoration of monarchy 
all communication with it from 
this country had been through 
him ; and he was now at the-head 
of a confiderable party which was 
ready ‘to join, and did join, and was 
now acting with great effect} 

The lord chancellor fupported 
the addrefs, and the duke af Nor 
folk the amendipent, The duke 
of Bedford declined the privilege of 
replying at large to the arguments 
which had been adduced, The 
declaration of his majefty had not, 
he faid, been fufficiently precifes 
but that of the fecretary of ftate, if 
he had taken down his words cor- 
rectly, which he had foon after they 
were delivered, would fatisfy him. 
Thefe, his grace ftated, were, “ that 
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in cafe the conftitution now offered 
to the people of Frarice, and per- 
haps now , fhould be found 
likely to eftablith irfelf in fuch a 


as fhould fecure a government 
ely to preferve the relations of 
peace and wae his objeétions to 
freating with them woule be en- 
tirely removed.” 
7 Grenville. profeffed he ne- 
wet would hold ambiguous lan- 
guage, or deny what he had faid 
that houfe, and repeated his af- 
fertion {which in fubftance was 
the fame as the words taken down 
dy the’ duke of Bedford), but 
thought, that making the words of 
an individyal peér in the debate the 
in@ either of making or with- 
rawing a motion was fo unfair and 
atipertementary, that he could not 
to be ‘placed in fuch a fitu- 
ation. ‘His grace, in reply, pro- 
feffed it to be no part of his inten- 
tion! to be unfair or unparliamen- 
tary; that, not wifhing to clog mi- 
nifters, he was willing to withdraw 
his ‘amendment, upon feeing any 
eauife, plain and intelligible, avowed 
by minifters, though it might not 
go fo faras he wifhed.” He then 
withdrew the amendment, declar- 
ing, however, that he’could not 
agree to that part of the addrefs 
which expreffed fatisfaétion at the 
po, aA: {tate of affairs; and the 
addrefs, after the cuftomary'forms, 
was prefented to his majefty.» 

In the courfe ‘of the debate on 
the addrefs in both houfes, many 
arguments arofe refpeéting the fcar- 
city of corn, mentioned in the lat- 
ter part of his majefty’s {peech, 
Whe principal part°of thefe, how- 
ever, were again acducéd on the 
fubf quent bills which were intro. 
duced for tie remedy or afleviation 
of this grievance. 

On the’ acth of Oétober, the 
phancelor of the exchequer moved 
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i the commons for a committe 
for. the extenfion, during an 


twelvemonth, of the biil of the 


laft feifion, allowing the impor, 
tation of corn duty free. The con, 
fideration’ of the prefent high price 
of corn was again brought befor 
the houfe by the fame gentleman, 
Wov.°3. He would, he faid, iq 
the firit place, propofe fome alte. 
ration in the corn laws, and unde 
this head ‘meant to bring in a bj 
for amending the law relative to ‘i 
affize of bread. 1n this part of his 
fpeech Mr. Pitt ftrongly recom. 
mended the ufe of feveral fubfti, 
tutes for wheaten flour. A cof. 
derabie faving of wheat might be 
made by the {ubftitution of arti 
not applicable for food in the ma. 
nufaéture of ftarch. For this’ he 
propofed to bring in a bill, and alfa 
for preventing obftru@ion in the 
traniit of grain, &c. from one coum 
ty to another. 

Mr. Lechmere thought that the 
houfe could not prefcribeany actual 
remedy for this evil, without firk 
inveftigating the caufes; thefe he 
ftated tobe the monopoly of far 
and the yobding in corn. He withed 
Se to be erected over the 

ingdom, where corn might be fold 
as at market, and where the poor 
would shave the fame chance ia 
buying for themfelves, as the cori 
dealers, | 
‘The meafures propofed by the 
minifter were approved by Ms 
Fox, who feared, however, that we 
thould ‘not find an immediate ré 
medy for the grievance complained 
of; by a regulation in the affize of 
bread. The-* palatable and whole* 
fome bread” talked of, inftead of 
that hitherto ufed; was, he faid, to 
him as palatable, and miglit be a 
wholefome, as that made of the 
fineft wheat; but that was not fufs 
ficient for the poor, to whom if 
| pught 
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ht alfo to be wasritions. Another 
ade point to be confidered, 
was the nature of the fcarcity, 
This certainly did not entirely arife 
from the fittallnefs of the produce. 
Thofe articles in which no defect 
of produce. could be pleaded, as 
the product of dairies, bariey, &c. 
were {till extravagantly dear. He 
mentioned this, to prove that the 
eaufé of the fcarcity was a compli- 
cated one, anid therefore the re- 
medy to be applied ought to be ap- 
plied with extreme caution. He 
ttrongly recommended the continu 
ance of the prohibition upon diftil- 
leries. Many fpeculations had, he 


obferved, arifen upon the fac of paflag 


the increafed price of all articles of 
provifion. Many thought the price 
of labour too low; he was himfelf 
of that opinion, ard had long been 
fo. Such was, at prefent, the pro- 
portion between the price of la- 
bour and the price of provifions, 
that the poor were compelled, if 
they fubfifted, to fubfift om charity. 
He feared; however, that no legif- 
lative remedy covld be applied to 
this evil. He did not believe it 
poffible to raife the price of labour 
equal to the prefent price of provi- 
fions, and that it was equally im- 
poffible to reduce ‘the price of corn 
to an equality with the prefent price 
of labour. Mri Pitt fully agreed that 
the caufes of the fcarcity were va- 
rious and complicated, and that the 
fubject required proportionate fe- 
rious inveftigation. The fcarcity, 
he agreed; was not folely attribut- 
able to the deficiency of thé crop. 
With refpeé to the interference of 
government In the importation of 
coru, which had. been objected to 
in the courfe of the debate, no a- 
gents had; he afferted, been em- 
ployed at honie; and the only 
grounds for fuch'a charge were the 
purchafés made f6r the fupply ef 
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the ufual contraéts. That agerits 
had been employed to fupply our 
markets With forcigm corn, he ac-° 
knowledged; but he doubted. whe- 
ther this tended to check the f{pe+> 
culations of individuals. After @ 
converfation upon thefe> fubjects, 
Mr. Rvder moved for leaveto bring 
in a bill to alter the exilting laws 
relative to the price of bread, to 
prohibit the, mannfacture of ftarch 
from wheat or other articles of pro« 
vifion, and to lower the duties: 
upon its importation; for continu. 
ing the prohibition of diftiling 
from articles of gratn; and for re- 
moving all obftruétions to the free 
age of grain within the kings 

= which were carried mem. ¢ons 
n bringing. up the report of the 
fele. pn ref necting the high 
price of corn by Mr. Ryder, it ap- 
peared, from the fulleft information 
which the committee had beer able 
to procure, that, except in the ar- 
ticle of wheat, the crops had been 
abundant; fo that, by the proper 
mixture of different grains, a con- 
fiderable alleviation of the evils of 
the prefent fearcity might be made; 
and this was the more neceflary, as, 
from different caufes, the. price of 
grain in America, the Mediterras 
mean, and the northern parts of 
Europe, was exorbitantly dear, and 
an adequate fupply could not be 
depended upon. After full confi- 
deration on the beft means of ob- 
taining a fupply, the com#nitteé 
thought it beft to leave the trade 
perfectly open, and to grant a 
bounty upon the importation. This 
bounty was twenty fhillings upon 
every quarter, and fifteen thillings 
upon every barrel, imported from 
the Mediterranean, till 300,006 
quarters fhould be imported. The 
bounty upon corn imported from 
America was fixed at fifteen fhil- 
lings the quarter, and ten fillings 
EB 3 the 








the barrel, till 00,000 quarters 
- fhould be imported. Saee 
five fhillings a quarter, and 
poser or barrel, upon Indian corn 


or till 500,000 quarters fhould 
be Saseneh. Motions, founded 

thefe refolutions of the com- 
mittee, were afterwards put by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and 
carricd. 

As a further remedy for the 
grievance fo univerfally {uffered, 
and fo affliétive to the poor, fir W. 
Young brought in a bill for enabling 

eers of parifhes to extend re- 

lief to the poor at their own houfes. 

- On the 27th of November, Mr. 
Whitbread pointedly animadverted 
upon the peculiar hardfhips fuffered 
by labourers in the prefent feafon 
of fcarcity. Manufacturers, arti- 
fans, &c. frequently obliged their 
employers to make an advance “ 
wages proportionate to the price o 
the daw aries of life; but. the 
maximum of wages to the hulband- 
man, by an exifting ftatute, was 
appointed to be regulated by the 
magiftrate, but not the minimum. 
This aét was alfo fo defective, that 
it could not beenforced. On fhe 
oth December, the fame gentleman 
brought in a bill to enable juftices, 
at the quarter feflions, to regulate 
the price of labour: The argu- 
ments for this meafure he urged 
with hisufual humanity. The-bill 
was alfo fupported by Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Jekyll, Mr. Honywood, Mr. 
Lechmere, Mr. Noel Edwards, 
Mr. Martin, gen. Smith, and Mr. 
Haffey ; and oppofed. by Mr, Bur- 
don, Mr. Buxton, Mr. Vanfittart; 
and the chancellor cf the exche- 
quer who entered, in a very pro- 
lix, but unfatisfa@tory manner, into 
the expediency and policy of the 
meafure. He thought it much bet- 
ter for the houfe to confider the 
operation of general principles; to 
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‘reflect what remedy might be ade 


) more comprehenfive in its 
object, lefs exceptionable in its 
example, and lefs dangerous in its 
application. They fhould look to 
the inftances where interference had 


fhackled induftry, and where the : 
beft intentions had-often produced — 


the moft pernicious effects. It was, 


he obferved, the moft abfurd bi. 


gotry, in afferting the general prin- 
ciple, to conclude the exception; 
but trade, induftry, and barter, 


would always find their own level, — 
and be impeded by regulations 


which violate their natural-operat 
tion, and derange their proper ef- 
fect. Mr.: Pitt then adduced the 
poor laws and the law’ of fettle- 
ment, as proofs of regulations, which, 
however wife in their original in- 
ftitution, had contributed to the 
evils they were defigned to remedy: 
Much of the evils complained of 
might, he thought, be remedied by 
an extenfion in the,reformation of 
the poor laws, which had_ been 
lately begun. He wifhed for an 
opportunity of reftoring the origi- 
nal-purity of the poor laws, and of 
removing the corruptions by which 
they were obfcured. The great 
defect of the poor laws was, that 
they did not diftinguifh between 
thoie, who, from misfortunes, were 
unable to fupport their families, 
and thofe whofe poverty was the 
confequence of diffipation ; where 
as, the aid beftowed fhould be an 
honourable diftinétion, a matter of 


right, which the perfon could claim _ 


when he was unable to provide for 
all his children. But whatever was 
done was. infufficient, if, at the 
fame time; all applications for re~. 
lief were not difcouraged if unne- 
ceflary.. If the-neceflities of thofe 
who required relief could be reme- 
died by a fupply of labour, the 
moft important advantages won 
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be gained: He recommended giv- 
ing effect tothe operation of friend] y 
focieties, granting relief according 
to the number of children, pre- 
- venting removals at the caprice of 
ith officers, and the advancing 
of fmall capitals, which might be 
id in two or three years; and 
pointed out feveral means by which 
the object fo much wanted, a pure 
execution of the laws, might be 
obtained. After along converfa- 
tion, in which many important ar- 
uments were adduced on both 
fides of the queftion, Mr. Whir- 
bread’s motion paffed in the nega- 
tive. 

A fimilar fate attended the re- 
peated efforts made by Mr. Lech- 
mere to alleviate the prefent di- 
ftreffes of the poor. 

The arguments of the chancellor 
of the exchequer on this fubjeé& (if 
arguments they may be called) were 
evidently intended merely to get 


rid of a queftion which muft inter- 
eft every man who has any feeling’ 


of juftice and humanity. That the 
wages of the labourer fhould bear a 
proper proportion to the price of the 
neceffaries of life, isa matter of right, 
a principle of juftice, and in no re- 
{pect connetted with the confidera- 
tion of the poor laws, except in 
this, that if the wages of labourers 
were what they ought to be, the 
poor’s ratenwould be diminifhed to 
almoft a cipher. Indeed, in fucha 
ftate, none would have a claim on 


the benevolence of the public but. 


the aged and infirm; and even of 
thefe, many would be enabled to 
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lay up, in the days.of youth and 
health, a fupply fortheir latter years ; 
whereas, in the prefent ftate of 
things, it is evident that the labour- 
ing poor canpot gain a healthy fub- 
fiftence, itch lefs can they [dy up 
any thing for age or adverfity, 

The committee to confider of the 
high price of corn, in the mean time, 
entered intoan engagementto redtice 
the confumption of wheat in their 
families one third, by every pofhble 
expedient. This meafure, ‘which 
provided no legiflative remedy for. 
an evil of fuch, magnitude, was 

intedly animadverted upon by. 
ords Lauderdale, Lanfdowne, and. 
Thurlow, as “ filly, futile, and even 
ridiculous.” The engagement was, 
however, figned not only by the 
committee, but by feveral mem- 
bers of both houfes. 

Several important . regulations 
were, however, made by the com- 
mittee refpecting weights and feales, 
the tolls of millers, &c. which form- 
ed the bafis of fucceeding ads of 
parliament, About the fame time. 
fir John Sinclair brought forward a_ 
motion, founded ‘upon the refolu- 
tions of the board of agriculture, 
for the cultivation of the wafte 
lands. This was intended to pre- 
vent a recurrence of the diftrefs at 
prefent experienced, and the ne- 
ceffity of fuch meafures as had been 
lately adopted. In confequence,: 
therefore, it is fuppofed, of the re- 
commendation from the board, a 
confiderable number of inclofure 
bills paffed the houfe in the courfe 
of the feffion. / 
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CHAP. Ul 


Committee of Supply. Seamen and Marines voted. General M‘Leod’s Motieg 
refpetting the Military Force of the Cointry, Army Ejiimates. Debaie on 
thai Subse. General Smith's Mition for recommitting the Report of the 

Army Eftimates. Difcuffion on the Weft-India Expedition and the Barrack 
Syflem. General Smith's Motion relative to Barracks. Negatived, 


N the 4th of November lord 
Arden moved, in the com- 
mittee of fupply, that one hundred 
and ten thautand feamen fhould be 
employed for the fea fervice of the 
year 1796, including eighteen thou- 
fand marines; and that four pounds 
a man per month, for thirteen 
months, fhould be allowed; both 
of which were accordingly voted. 
On the 4th of December, the com- 
mittee granted a fum not exceed- 
ing 624,152]. 1s. otd. for the ordi- 
nary pay of the navy, including the 
marines, and 708,4j0o!. for build- 
ph ped repairing fhips of war. 
revious to the production of the 
army eftimates, general M‘Leod 
moved for returns of all the mili- 
tary force of the country. Before 
the houfe voted away the money of 
their conflituents, it was, he ob- 
ferved, their duty te inquire into 
its purpofes, its application, thenum- 
ber of men paid, and the allowance 
granted to each. It was, befides, 
the duty of the houfe to watch the 
conduct of minifters, and to fee 
their projects and powers for their 
execution; to know alfo the means 
employed for the proteétion of the 
country, and the manner in which 
the levies had been conducted. The 
houfe ought likewife to fee how 
a and expenenced officers had 
een neglected, and thet truft com- 
mitted to thofe who had neither age 
nor military fkill to difcharge it 
properly. This return the general 


wifhed to come up as far as Sep- 
tember, but was induced to change 
that part of his motion to Auguit, 
at the defire of the fecretary at war, 
who thought it highly improper to 
make pullic the actual ftate of the 
force to the prefent treme. Of the 
yeomanry, he ftated, there could be 
no return, as they had never re- 
ceived pay; but this part of his ar- 
gument was oppofed by general 
M‘Leod, as this defcription of per- 
fons had been furnifhed with arms, 
and therefore the returns might be 
made at the ordnance, or fome other 
ofice. This motion being agreed 
to, the general proceeded to make 
two others, firft, for a return of 
all the general, and ftaff officers, 
whether Britifh or foreign, who had 
been employed under the earl of 
Moira, with their pay, &c. and of 
thofe employed in the fervice of 
his majefty under the count d’Ar- 
tois, prince of Condé, or any 
French general, with an account of 
their feveral allowances: both of 
which were agreed to. 

Thearmy eitimates were referred 
to the committee of fupply, in 
which the fecretary at war obferv- 
ed that the whole fand force of the 
kingdom was comprehended under 
two articles, that of guards and gar- 
rifous, and that of colonies and 
plantatioms. The amount of the 
brit was, he faid, by withdrawing 
the army frqm the continent, re- 
duced to 49,219. In the colonies 
there 
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there was an increafe from 35,000 ‘The general refult was, that the 
to 77,868, owing to the augmenta- army, which was equal to every 
tion of the army in the Weft In- purpofe of defence, had been re- 
dies. Upon the whole, there was duced by 25,000, and formed a fav- 
areduétion to the amount of 28,000 ing to the public of 800,000]. Af. 
upon the eftablifhment of regular ter recapitulating the feveral arti- 
troops. The troops of every de- cles of force *, Mr. Windham mov- 
fcription, with the regular forces, ed his firft refolution, “ that 207,000 
amounted to 207,000. The Weft men be employed for the fervice of 
India ftaff was increafed; but it the current year.” 

comprehended the medical, ftaff. Several of the articles ftated by 











the 
* The militia amounted to —_ _ oun oa 42,000 
In the fencible infantry there had been a reduction of 1700 men. 
The whole amounted now to —_— _ _ —_ 13,000 
The fencible cavalry had received an augmentation of 4000 men, and amount- 
ed to _ — — _ _ 10,000 
The whole force, therefore, was as follows: 
Guards and garrifons a -— — - 49,219 
Force in the colonies and plantations — _ — 77,868 
Militia ad ay ~ on — 42,000 
Irith brigade _ — _ — _ 4,414 
The India army (which ‘was paid by the company) — — 10,000 
The fencible infantry -— — _ -— 15,000 
The fencible cavalry -- _— — _— 10,000 
206,501 
Or, taking it in round numbers, — — -- 207,000 





The other article of importance was the Weft India ftaff, in which was included the 
medical flaff. 

The general refult of the whole was, that the army to be kept on foot, in the enfuing 
year, waslefs than it had been latt year by 25,369 men; the faving that accrued in con- 
fequence, was £817,091, as would appear in the following tlatement, 

For 49,219 land forces for 1796, £,41,358,024. Qs. 9d. for their charge and cloathing. » 

£,.1,666,' UO for maintaining the forces in the plantations, Gibraltar, Corfica, and New 
South Wales, from the 25th of December, 1795, to 25th December, 1796. 

£,-40, 195. 45. 94, for diiference between the Englith and Irith eflablithment of fix rcgi- 
ments of foot, from December 24, 1795, to December 25, 1796. 

£,-560,000 for recruiting and contingencies for 1796. 

£,-120,000 for innkeepers, fur increafed fubfiNence on quartering for 1796, 

£,.103,640. 1s. SU. for general and ftaff officers for 1796. 

£'.9,259. 185. 6.4, for pay of general and itaff officers on an expedition under general 
Clark, for 1796. 
£127,779, 14s. 11d. to fupernumerary officers and others, from December 25, 1795, to 
Deceimnh r%5, 1795. 

(143,490. 155. 54. for paymafter-general, fecretary at war, &c. for 1796. 

£119,673. 18s 6.4. fur reduced officers of Jand forces and marines, tor 1796. 

{, 126. 1s. G4. for reduced troops of horte guards, for 1796. 

{1000 for oiticers late of the flates-general, for ] 796. 

, £000 on account of reduced officers of Brittth American forc Cs, for 1726. 

£, 7.909 for allowance to ditto, for 1796 

, JLT,I94. 145, 1d. for militia and feacible infantry, for 1 

J,-210,000 for continvencies fur ditto, for 1796. 


1) oo 4 ’ : ‘ oe i” ’ 
| edad ia l 1d, for civaliing tail ia tec 1. 2D. 


£476,656. 
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the fecretary at war were objected 
to by general Tarleton, who re- 
marked a confiderable variation 
from the ftatement given in the pre- 
ceding year,andthoughtthe eftimate 
much larger than might be expected 
in the prefent circumftances of 
the war. He particularly objected 
to the whole ftatement of the fen- 
cible cavalry, and the expences of 
the corps eftimated at 480,000l. and 
the increafed number of general and 
ftaff officers, the eftimate of which 
was 103,000], The charge of Ame- 
rican reduced officers was, he faid, 
equal to the former year, though 
this body of men was confiderably 
reduced. From the year 1792, to 
the end of 1794, the increafe of 
expence had, he faid, accumulated 
in the extraordinary ratio of from 
one million to eleven. 

The tondutt of minifters, in not 
furnifhing the Weft India troops 
with a proper fupply of medicines, 
was ftrongly animadverted upon by 

eral M‘Leod. They had, he 
ated, fent out only one fhip with 
medicines, which had been captur- 
ed by Victor Hughes, though we 
had twenty-fix men of war and 
fourteen floops in thofe feas. The 
general alfo defired an explanation 
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refpecting colonel! Beaumont's rei 
giment, the horfes for which were 
provided at the expence of 25), 
each; but, when the regiment wag 
afterwards difmounted and fent a. 
broad, were fold again for 81. per 
horfe. The fecretary at war and 
chancellor of the exchequer ftated 
in reply, that immediate exertions 
were ufed for repairing the calamity 
of the lofs of medical ftores, by the 
difpatch of medicines in all the firft 
(hips that had failed to that quar- 
ter; and that with refpeét to the 


horfes, they fhould enquire into that 


matter. General M‘Leod pointed- 
ly animadverted on the prodigality 
of minifters refpecting flaff off- 
cers, obferving, that fir C. Grey, 
during his fervices in the Weft In- 
dies, had only five generals under 
his command; whereas, the public 
were now called upon to provide 
for one thoufand field and ftaff offi- 
cers; there were thirty generals and 
field marfhals, fixty-two lieutenant- 
were two hundred colonels, and 
even hundred majors. The gene- 
ral further objected to the large 
army of fencible cavalry, which: 
could only aét in repelling a foreign 
invafion, or in maintaining internal 


tranquillity. With refpect to the 


£476,636. 10s. 8d. for fencible cavalry, for 1796. 
4,115,000 for certain aHowances to ditto, for 1796. 


4,875,483. 14s. 1d. for ordnance, for 1796, 


A279. 45, 4d. for ordnance fervice previous to the 31 December, 1793. 


£45,656. 05. 5d. for ditto in 1794. 


A 
4 
5,415 for ditto for Nova Scotia. 
4,530 for ditto for New Brunfwick. 

1,900 ditto for St. John’s ifland. 


f 


580 for chief jaftice of Bermudas. 
600 for ditto of Dominica. 


,-61,000 for ditto for fea fervice in 1794. 
762,046. 13s, 6d. for ditto for land ferviece in 1795. 
71,000 for civil eftablithment of Upper Canada, for 1796. 


18,000 for civil eftablithment for Cape Breton. 
1,252. 10s. for ditto for Newfoundland. 
4,200 for ditto of Bermuda ifand, above prefent falaries, 


5,241 for the civil eftablifiment of New South Wales, 


é 2,000,000 to pay off exchequer bills of laf year, 
4,-4,900,900 to pay off other exchequer bills. 











firft, fince our fleets had been fo 
triumphant, the idea of an invation 
had never entered the head of even 
an old woman... The fencible 
corps, he conceived, were in tact 
« no further neceflary than to fup- 
port the wickednefs of the minifter’s 
meafures againft the refitiance of 
the people.” Our regular cavalry 
coming from Germany made it 
additionaily unneceflary to keep up 
two bodies of thefe troops. The 
refolutions, though firongly object. 
ed to, were, however, all put and 
carried. 

When the report of the commit- 
tee of fupply on the army eftimates 
was brought up, general Smith fiat- 
ed that the fum of 750,000l. was 
brought to account as the favings 
in 1794 and 1795: he thought it 
therefore time to afk whether the 
houfe would agree to fuch eiti- 
mates without inquiring when¢e 
fuch favings fhould arife. ‘Che 
eftimate for army extraordinaries 
for the enfuing year was larger be- 
yondall comparifon than any former 
one. He ftrongly objected to the 
fencible corps, and to placing raw 
and unexperienced commanders 
over old oflicers, and thought ita 
proper object of inquiry how the 
emigrant corps were employed, and 
at what expence; in one regiment 
of only two hundred and feventy 
men, ninety ferjeants were enroll- 
ed. For various reafons conneéted 
with this fubjeét, the general mev- 
ed to re-conmmit the report for more 
minute examination, 

The tecretary at war objeéted to 
the re-commitment as ufelefs, fince 
every neceflary information might 
be obtained without this meafure. 
The cavairy, he contended, was 
not out of proportion to tite reft of 
the army. In the fencibles, the 
troop which had confifted of eighty 
was diminifhed to fifty-five men. 


a 
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With refpe& to the Lrifh brigade, 
concerning which the general wifh- 
ed to be informed, they were a body 
of troops lent to lreland, apd paid, 
in coniequence of an arrangement, 
by this country. They were troops 
raifed in Llreland, deftined tor gener 
ral fervice, and, fo far as they ex- 
ceeded five regiments, were to be 
paid by England. The nature of 
the fencible corps had, de contead- 
ed, been overiooked by the gene- 
ral; the men received no bounty, 
nor had the officers balf-pay and 
the other advantages afforded by 
the regular fervice. ‘The employe 
meht of men’ of large fortune, in 
their refpedtive counties, was more 
conducive to the pubiic fervice, as. 
they éafily procured’ men. The 
emigrant corps had, he aflerted, dome 
very effential fervice, and were now 
embarked forthe Weit Indies. The 
deficiency of men, in proportion te 
the officers, arofe from their hav+ 
ing been tormed during the heat of 
the campaign, and no provifion 
having been made for filling up 
thole who were A:lled off. 

Phe flatement made by Mr, 
Windham was oppoied, as incere 
rect, by general M‘Leod, who 
afferted that the mode ‘in. which 
troops had been raifed during this 
war was unconttitutional, and un- 
warrantably expenfive.., 1n contra- 
diction to the ftatement of the fe- 
cretary at war, and of Mr. Jenkin- 
fon, he ailerted his ability to prove, 
that, in the fencible Awd 1g a 
bounty had been given by govern- 
ment. The command of not only 
the tencible regiments, but of many 
upon the eitablifhment, had, he 
contended, been given to members 
of both houfes of parliament, “ for 
the difgraceful purpofe af patron- 
age and corruption.”’ Many of the 
officers were ftated by the general 
to be grolsly ignorant of their a 5 
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We had, he obferved, the enor- 
mous eftablifhment of 220,0c0 men, 
of which there was a motley force 
of fourteen or fifteen fpecies of 
troops. He confidered the fencible 
cavalry as retained “ to over-awe 
the people of this country.” The 
regin ents of this defciiption were 
more profitable than had been al- 
lowed, all the off. reckonings being 
pocketed by the commanders. On 
an average, every man enlifted 
within thefe two vears had, at the 
leaft, coft government 661. In ad- 
dition to this, the army was fo ruin- 
ed, that it would be impoflible, in ten 
or fifteen years, to bring it back to 
the ftate in which the minifler had 
found it. 

General Tarleton afferted, that, 
fo far from the cavalry being lefs 
numerous than on former occa- 
fions, as had been affirmed, there 
were not, even during the rebel- 
lions of this country, an equal num- 
ber. He ftrongly reprobated the 
levity of phrafeology made ufe of 
by the fecretary*at war re{pecting 
the fate of the unfortunate emi- 
grants. In addition to the other 
arguments again{ft maintaining fo 
large a body of fencible cavalry, he 
mentioned the immoderate quan- 
tity of fodder, &c. that would be 
confumed ; and that it would in- 
volve the nation in an expence of 
700,000l. He took a progref- 
five view of the army expenditure 
from 1792, when it amounted to 
1,814,000l. to the prefent year, when 
it was increafed to 11,470,0001. The 
Ordnance in 1793 was 448,000. and 
at prefent 1,913,000. fo that the ar- 
mv, for the prefent year, would coft 
the country 13,383.0001. The ge- 
neral pointedly animadverted upon 
the mifmanavement and negleé of 
minifters, and particularly blamed 
the delay in fending out the Wett- 
India feet — the ftate of inactivity 
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in which our troops were kept 63 
the continent, merely as a guard to 
Hanover, which ought to contri< 
bute to the expenee of troops des 
fending her own territories — and 
the unfortunate expedition to the 
coaft of France, which: was ijl- 
timed, and rhe commander, M. de 
Puiflaye, neither a man of character 
nor of military talents. By this ex. 
pedition a Britifh fleet was kept ufe. 
tefs, which if employed for the pros 
teétion of the Mediterranean, the 
fevere lofs lately fuftained in that 
quarter might have been prevented, 

Mr. Windham exculpated him. 
felf from any intentional levity in 
the phrafe * dilled of”, fo much 
pt by fome of the members, 
Mr. Sergent, lord Belgrave, and 
Mr. Dundas, entered into a juftifi- 
cation of the conduét of minifters, 
particularly of the duke of Rich- 
mond re{peéting the ordnance. The 
latter ftrongly controverted the 
pofitions that had been advanced 
re{fpecting the Weit-India fleet. 
That it ought to have failed ia 


-O&ober, he readily admitred; and in 


fact part was ready by the roth of 
that month, and the remainder by 
November. The failure of its 
failing was then owing to the wind. 
My. Grey ftrongly noticed the im- 
propriety of the whole fleet not 
having been ready to fail, not 
merely by the roth of October, but 
fo as to have cleared the Channel} 
by the acth of September. The 
neceility of fending out a great ar- 
mament to the Weft Indies muft; 
he obferved, have been known to 
minifters as long fince as laft June 
twelvernonths, when an account of 
the recapture of Guadaloupe was 
received. Before the charge of 
negle& could be removed from mi- 
nifters, they muft preve that the 
fleet was ready to fail before that 
{e2fon when fiorms and tempetts 
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erally prevailed. » From com- 
ing the rdduction of the army 
which had been ftated, and the 
eftimates of the prefent and pre- 
ceding year, he contended that a 
faving of 350,000]. ought to have 
been deduéted. The provifion for 
the ftaff, amounting to 103,642. 
was, he faid, unparalleled and enor- 
mous; and this he proved from the 
fatement of fums required for this 
urpofe under the adininiltration 
of lord Chatham and during the A- 
merican war, which had been repro- 
bated for its extravagance, but 
which fell infinitely fhort of th 
prefent fum. / 
Mr. Fox thought minifters, in 
juftificagion of themfelves, ought to 
call for an inquiry. The affertion, 
that the fleet was ready to fail by 
the 1ft of November, could not, he 
averred, be made good upon an in- 
quiry, He cenfured the firlt expe- 
dition to France, as wild and chi- 
merical; oa this expedition, how- 
ever, he confeiled there was fome 
room for difference of epinion ; 
but the fecond was planned and 
extcuted in contempt of the expe- 
rience to be collected and learned 
from the former. Jn the prefent 
feafon of fearcitv, he ftrongly ob- 
jected to maintaining fo large a 
body of cavalry, but thought it 
fhameful, when the country was in 
no danger of invafion, to keep up fo 
alarining and unprecedented an army 
in the kinedom, under pretence of 
the prefervation of domeftic peace: 
be ubferved, the civil power had al- 
ways been fufficient. He arraigned 
in {trong terms the commencement 
and conduct of the war; which, as 
ufual, was as ftrongly defended by 
Mr. Pitt, who farther aligned, asa 
reafon why the eftimates of the 
prefent year were calculated upon 
the fame fcale as thofe of the pre- 
ceding year, though that exceeded 
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the expence, that “ laft year there 
was a confiderable nuniber of non- 
effefives,” and therefore a faving of 
pay; but that tis year taere would 
no fuch deficiency be found in the 
reduced efablifhment.- He endea- 
voured to juitifv the jncreafed ex. 
pences of the ftaff; he mentioned 
the increafe in the militia, the fen. 
cible and the yeomanry corps, and 
the advantages refulting from fu. 
perior difcipline. He warmly con- 
troverted the opinion, that Crreat 
Britain ha! tor the laft twelvemonth 
prevented a general peace from 
taking place. Mr. Fox, onthe con- 
trary, in reply, ftated it as a prono- 
fition which he «ould prove and 
eftablifh as completely as any poli- 
tical propofition could reafonably 
be proved and eftablithed. The 
recommit nent was negatived; and 
the refolutions, after being read a 
fecond time, were agreed to, 

Upon the repo t being brought 
up, a difcuion again took place 
relpecting the Weit India expedi- 
tion. Mr. Grey remarked that the 
armament was fo far from being 
ready at the time mentioned by 
minifters (though they had con- 
tended, that, in order to make an 
impreifion, it fhould aét together), 
that the contingent from Ireland 
was not yet ready. The troops 
from that kingdom had, he afferted, 
been long encamped on Spice 
Ifland in the cove of Cork, where, 
from the dampnefs of the fituation 
and the detention, they had loft 
many men by difcafe, and had then 
1200 fick in the hofpital, On the 
28th November, they hid not 
tranfports fufficient for their em- 
barkation, by 2000 tons. A ftill 
further difcuffion took place re- 
fpecting the charge for the erection 
of barracks. he expence and 
unconfiitutional tendency of this 
meafure were very forcibly expofed 
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by Mr. M. A, Taylor, Mr. Courte- 
nay, Mr, Whitbread, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, Mr, Fox, Mr. W. Smith, and 
Mr. Martin; and the meafure was 
fupported by 
Pitt,and Mr. Dundas. In the pro- 
grefs of thisdebate, Mr. Whitbread 
moved fer amending’ the refolution, 
by omitting the fum expended for 
the ereétion of barracks; which was 
negatived by a divifion of 74 againft 
28. The whole of the debate 
ended by two motions from Mr. 
Grey and Mr, Sheridan, for papers 
relating to the expences of the 
officering of barracks; which were 
ordered. 
The papers thus moved for Dec. 
were not, however, brought 
forward till the 7th of March. 
On the 8th of April general Smith 
moved for a committee (o inquire 
into the amount of the expenditure 
in ereting barracks, to inveitigate 
the authority for this application of 
the public money, and to report the 
evidence, with their opinion, to the 
houfe.. The general prefaced this 
motion by a fpeech, in which he 
ftated tle expence of barracks at 
nearly £.1,400,000. The rcrea/ed 
patronage to ninifers was, he faid, 
the appointment of 46 barrack- 
mafters, a barrack-mafter general, 
and nineteen officers, with falaries 
amounting to £.11,000. The ge- 
neral pointed out inftances where 
“the -barrack-maiters had entered 
upon pay even beforg the erection 
of the barracks, perhaps even be- 
tore they were intended.” This, 
he contended, was unconftitutional, 
and a.grofs infringement of Mr. 
Burke’still> The barracks already 
erected were, he faid, capable of 
containing 34,000 troops, which 
was double the number of the 
ufual peace eftablifhment, Was 
tris a needle{s fquandering of the 
public money ? or was it to main- 


Mr. Windham, Mr.. 


“BRITISH AND 


tain a ftanding army, fufficient (tq 
ufe one of their own expreffions) 
to enable minifters to exerci/e a rigour 
beyond the law ? 

The fecretary at war allowed the 
expence to be very great, but 
thought the only queftion was, 
whether there was a comparative 
proportion between the magnitude 
of the expenditure and the im- 
portance of the objeét. In point 
of form, he allowed there had been 
a departure; but no public incon- 
venience arofe from it. The 
queftion, though it had not come 
regularly before ‘the houfe, had 
come in other forms. The amount 
of the expence of erecting barracks 
could not, he faid, have been pre- 
vioully afcertained. He ftrongly 
infifted upon the hardfhips from 
which innkeepers, &c. would be 
relieved by the erection of barracks, 
who, in fact, had no more right to 
be thus burthened than any other 
defcription of people. When this 
practice of billeting firft obtained 
ground, there was more proportion 
between the pay of the foldiers and 
the price of every neceffary of life; 
and therefore the fold’er was better 
able to pay for his fare. The ne- 
ceflity of getting inns for the fol- 
diers often made their route more 
troublefome and circuitous, and 
was confequently a further reafon 
for the erection of barracks. From 
this confideration, and the allow- 
ance which jt had been found ne- 
ceflary to make to innkeepers, he 
contended that barracks would be 
confiderabdly cheaper in time of war, 
and, he believed, alfo in time of 
peace. In the event of a peace, it 
was by no means neceflary to fill 
them with troops. On a general 
principle of detence, it might be 
neceflary to quarter troops where 
there were no inns; but, without 
fuch a precaution as the one then 
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under confideration, fome. parts of 
the kiugdom, fuch as the towns 
upon the eaft of Scotland, might be 
fable to. the depredations of any 
privateer. The accommodation 
above the peace eftablifiment, 
which he ftated at 3700 men, would 
only allow for the furplus of 1700, 
which were furely not fufficient to 
excite alarm.. The new fyftem 
was, he contended, greatly fuperior 
in.point of economy to the old; 
the new expences included a part 
of the expences formerly placed to 
the account of ordnance; a part 
likewife went to the governors of 
forts and garrifons. With refpect 
to the appointment of a barrack- 
mafter previous. to building the 
barracks, it was neceflary to have a 
matter to treat for the ground, and 
overfee the progrefs of erection. 
He ftated further, that much trou- 
bie and little emolument was at- 
tached to thofe offices, and that, 
therefore, gentlemen were continu- 
ally. refigning them, The ereétion 
of barracks was, he thought, fur- 
ther juftifiable from the prevalence 
of fedition, which rendered it. ne- 
ceflary to remove the foldiery from 
the danger of cbntamination: it 
wouldat once increafe the comforts 
and the obedience of the foldiery. 
After an elaborate vindication of 
the expreflion alludedgto in the 
{peech of the preceding fpeaker, 
Mr. Windham, as‘ might be expeét- 
ed, gave a direét negative to the 
motion, 

_ Mr. M. A, Taylor obferved that 
it had been infinuated, that fediti- 


ous papers had heen thrown into 


the quarters of the foldiers, in order 
to corrupt them; and_ therefore 
barracks were neceflary. But why 
might not thefe papers be thrown 
into the barracks? and why were 
hot perfons thus acting fubjeéted to 
tig punifhiments provided by Jaw ? 
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Could barracks, however, fecure 
the foidiery from thofe pernicious 
attacks? Did they never go a- 
broad, and fhare with their fellow- 
citizens the bleffings and contagion 
of fociety ?—Automaton troops of 
{uch difcipline might do for drill, 
but the beft fupport of government, 
andi the braveit defenders of the 
rights, liberties, religion, and pro- 
perty, of the kingdom, were thofe 
who had an intereft in all, and par- 
took of the comforts they afford, 
Having formerly declared his fen- 
timents refpecting the expediency 
and advantages of unttlas the cha- 
racters of the foldier and citizen, 
he would at prefent decline that 
fubject; but he was certain, had 
Lord North, in the American war, 
propofed fuch a fyftem, the prefent 
minifier would have been one of 
the moii {trenuous opponents of a 
meafure which he would not have 
hefitated to deem eminently weak 
and extravagant. He proceeded to 
notice the vaft extenfion of patron- 
age, and pointedly ridiculed the ap- 
pointment of a barrack-maiter at 
Lincoln, who, though he could not 
plead having feen military fervice, 
and though thefe offices were held 
forth by the fecretary at war as 
re'vards for men who deferved well 
from their country, yet certainly 
poflefled uncommon abilities, and 
was at once a good faddler, a good 
{portf{man, a good dancing-matter, 
and, at the fame time, mafter of the 
ceremonies at the Lincoln aflem- 
bly ! 

Theimprobability of placing the 
foldiery in fuch a fituation as to 
prevent their liftening to the voice 
of fedition, without fhutting them 
out from the principles of rational 
liberty, was forcibly ftated by Mr. 
Fox. God forbid that they fhould 
be taught difobedience! But was it 
not a plain propofition, that indif. 
criminate 


80 
crimioate obedience was not the 
duty of an Englifhman, whether 
foldier or citizen? If one fyftem 
was more corrupt and inimical to 
freedom than another, it was the 
fyftern of barracks. The canton- 
ment in barracks of the army of 
France was, he pointedly obferved, 
one principal caufe of the revo- 
Jution. To fpeak in terms of re- 
probation of thofe who held doc- 
trines hoftile to the conftitution, 
was a farce, while minifters were 
continually paffing aéts fubverfive 
of its acknowledged principles. 
Their manifeft breach of the ap- 
propriation act muft be frefh in 
every one’s recollection. Thefe 
deviations were juftified on the piea 
of neceflity: fome deviation from 
ftri& form was confefled; but no- 
thing, it was faid, had been done 
fubftantial'y prejudicial. This was 
the language of him who had a 
fan¢tified horror at every thing 
which wore the femblance of re- 
form,-—of him who trembled at the 
bare idea of making one ftep to- 
wards ii novation; yet he was the 
perfon who came forward to fay 
that forms might be difpenfed with. 
But what was this form to be dif- 
penfed with? Was it not to dif- 
penfe with a fundamental principle 
of the conftitution ? Was the houfe 
not callhd upon to difpenfe with 
that controul which it ought to 
have over the public treafure, and 
to fanétion expenccs to which it had 
never agreed? The conttitution 
afferted that money was not to be 
levied without the confent of par- 
fiameot. Had not that been done 
in the prefent inftance? When 
the queition of barracks was under 
the contemplation of government, 
fhould it not have been folemnly 
fubimitted to parliament, and ma- 
turely coniidered, and not brought 
before them for approbation after 
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all the expence had been incurred) 
Mr. Fox proceeded to notice an in, 
confiittency which had appeared iy 
the doctrines laid down that even. 
ing. Barracks were faid to have 
been erefted upon the fpur of the 
oceafion: this was the excufe for 
their erection; but yet it is affert- 
ed that it has beens long a matter 
of experience, that the military 
could not be properly accommo. 
dated in any other wav. The plan, 
he contended, had been long ig 
agitation, though minifters had not 
thought proper to bring it regu- 
larly before the houfe. It was tri- 
umphantly faid that our anceftors 
ave their occafional confent to 

fach a meafure ; but was there any, 
refemblance between fmall can- 
tonments partially taking place, and 
the feclufion of the whole army 
from the reft of their countrymen? 
—When this fubjeét had been 
brought before the houfe fome time 
ago, minifters got rid of it by the 
order of the day. Could this be 
called a folemn decifion of par- 
liament? That decifion gave no 
countenance whatever to the un- 
euthorifed expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. Many of the barrack- 
mafters were, he contended, fe- 
lected merely for election purpofes. 
Should the appointment of a com. 
mittee of inkguiry be refifted, how- 
ever, Mr. Fox faid, though he 
might expofe himfelf to invidious 
obfervations, he would fay that wé 
had but the mockery of a coniti- 
tution. If, indeed, minifters dif- 
reearded all fundamental princi- 
ples—if the houfe quietly tolerated 
their excefles—if the power ef raif- 
ing and applying money was exer- 
cifed, not by the houfe of com- 
mons, but by minifters, what was 
the conftitution but a farce and 
mockery ? The maintaining of a 
ftanding army in the country, - 
dif- 
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difolving the connection between 
the citizen and foldier, was, he ob- 
ferved, a matter of the greateft de- 
licacy and intricacy ; and it would 
have been decent, even for the fake 
of form, for minifters to have given 
the houfe an opportunity of exer- 
cifing its deliberative functions, be- 
fore a meafure was carried into 
execution, fo hoftile to the general 
freedom and happinefs of the na- 
tion. , 

Mr. Pitt denied that the fhutting 
up foldiers in barracks fecluded 
them from the fociety of their fel- 
low citizens; it only prevented them 
from fociety at a time when the ill- 
difpofed of the community might 
inftil into them fentiments of a 
tendency pernicious and hoftile to 
the conftitution. He contended, 
that the fyftem at prefent purfued 
had been fanétioned by the legif- 
lature, and that, inftead of intro- 
ducing a new fyftem, miniiters 
merely carried on an old one to a 
greater extent. If the principle, as 
had been ftated, was repugnant to 
parliament, the country, and the 
conttitution, would they not have 
taken iteps to ftop it!!! and cont- 
fequently, if they did not, their con- 
duct was to be conftrued into a 
tacit and implied approbation. The 
manner and procefs of erecting 
barracks could not furnifh any 4r- 
gument with refpe& to their no- 
velty. There did not appear the 
leatt want of wifdom in the {yftem, 
or mifmanagement in the execu- 
tion: w.th what propriety, then, 
Could the houfe inftitute an in- 
quiry? The affertion, that go- 
vernment had fio right to employ 
money in extraordinary fervices, 
was unfounded. The meafure, he 
contended, was only a prudent and 
neceifary extenfion of an old infti- 
tutions The fubftantial queftion 


tor confideration was, whether the 
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houfe would have foregone the exe 
pence incurred if the eftimate had 
been laid before them, and whether 
they would then refufe their aflent 
to extraordinaries fo beneficially 
employed ? 

The fyftem in queftion was op- 
pofed by Mr. W. Smith, as novel 
to the conftitution, highly expen- 
five, and only fit for the moft abio- 
lute and defpotic governments. It 
was further objected to with un- 
comiion humour by Mr. Courte- 
nay, who thought the fecretary at 
war had hot been treated with fuf- 
ficient candour and fairnefs. From 
an uncommon fpecies of ingenuous 
modefty (not always to be found in 
minifters) a moft confiderable and 
ample fund to fupply the expence 
of erecting barracks in every part 
of the kingdom, had been hitherto 
concealed. A new and moft} idi- 
cious order had juft been iffued 
from the ‘war office, that all the 
dung of the dragoon horfes, which, 
from time immemorial, had been 
a perguifite to the foldiers, was 
now to be fold, and the produce 
remitted to the war-othee, to be 
lodged in his majefty’s exchequér, 
and employed for the fervice of the 
{tate. In his ufual ftrain of irony, 
Mr. Courtenay continued to enter- 
tain the houfe, obferving, that the 
hon. fecretary, like Virgil, as de- 
{cribed by Mr. Addifon, ‘could fcat- 
ter his dung with a grace and ma- 
jefty;’ and the royal domains prin- 
cipally derived their rich and flou~ 
rifhing crops from the manure he 
beftowed upon them. He, with 
great tay f continued to compli- 
ment the fecretary at war for acting 
upon thofe enlightened motives 
which lord Chatham, Montefquieu, 
and Blackftone, had thought might 
be aftended with the moit danger- 
ous confequences to a free coun- 
try. He had no doubt, from the 
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joy expreffed by minifters in having 
the half-pay lift relieved by the op- 
portunity of providing for feveral 
meritorious officers, that out of the 
fifty-fix places to be beftowed, fifty 
at leaft had been given to gallant 
and veteran officers; and he fhould 
therefore move for a lift of the bar- 
rack-mafters, to prove to the coun- 
try their patriotifm in having no 
regard to election jobs and im- 
proper influence. ; 
Mr. Grey, after-reftating his af- 
fertions on a former night, which 
he contended were not difproved, 
wifhed to know what were to be 
looked upon as permanent barracks 
for a peace eftablifhment? If the 
new barracks were to hold 34,000 
troops, and the old 20,000, this 
would be 54,000 on a peace efta- 
blifhment. If the barracks were 
not to be filled with troops, how 
could it be proved that the cheap- 
eft way of quartering men was by 
keeping up barracks for many more 
than were wanted? With refpect 
to the expence of barracks, he 
noticed two accounts, one of 
£-243,000, the other of £.314,000, 
and wifhed to know, whether thefe 
were diftin@, or the leffer con- 
tained in the greater fum? whether 
the total was expended in the laft 
dive years, or all in 1795? Mr. 
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Steele, in reply, recapitulated the 
ftatement made, and faid, that when . 
the intended plan was completed, 
there would not be barracks for 
more than 25,000 men. He vindi- 
cated minifters from having mifap. 
plied the vote of credit, and faid, 
they had only aéted like former 
minifters in fimilar fituations. This 
juftification upon precedent was 
ridiculed by Mr. Grey, who, with 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan, con. 
tended that there was a palpable 
inconfiftency on the face of the 
accounts. In that upon the table, 
it was ftated that £.314,000 had 
been paid to the barrack-mattet 
general; and expended in the erec- 
tion of temporary barracks, on a 
warrant dated July 1795; white the 
account given in by minifters laf 
year, the title of which was “ An 
account of money Mlued to the bar- 
rack-matter general for the erection 
of temporary barracks, up to De- 
cember 31{t, 1795,” amounted only 
to £.243,000. A difference of 
£-73,000 therefore remained to be 
accounted for. Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Steele in reply faid, they delieved 
almoit all, if not the whole, was 
expended in 179§. @n a divifion 
of the houfe, the ayes were 24, 
noes 98. 





IV. 
Further 


NCOP RIN the Loan. 


Delate on the R eports 


Motion re[pePing the fictitious Hamby rvh Bils drawn by the Trea/ury. 


Debates on the Vote of Credit Bill] 


pofition to the Tax on Tobacco. 
up. 
abandoned by the Minifter. 


T avery early period in the 
teflion (Nov. 18th), the mi- 
nifter gave notice of his intention 


» te Cominens—-In the Lords. 


Op- 


’ fo the Horfe Duty. Tax on Callicoes given 
Debates on Collateral Succe/For Tax. 


lax on Landed Succejion 


of laying before the commons the 
utual motions with refpeét to the 
national expenditure and fupplies. 

The 









en a ae 


Comms ft et wr rw em Bt 


- —-— -— , © 


FOREIGN 


The budget, however, (as it is term. 
ed in the technical language of the 
houfe) was not opened till Dec. 7, 
when Mr. Pitt obferved that he 
was fully aware of the difficulties of 
calling the attention of the houfe 
to aview of the expences of the 
year at fo early a period, when 
manv of them muft be judged-of by 
eftimate, and of courfe muft be 
taken upon confidence. He called 
upon the committee, however, to 
recolleé the profpect of peace held 
out to them by his majefty’s fpeech; 
adding, that it was probable a fpee- 
dy termination to the war would 
be materially affifted by fhewing 
ourfelves prepared for either alter- 
native. He therefore thought it 


Navy—110,000 feamen 
Ordnance £624,152 1 


Extraordinaries 
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beft to open the general ftate of 
receipt and expenditure ; and he did 
this with the more confidence, in 
the perfuafion that the account 
would be a ériumph of the finances 
of Great Britain, and fully demon- 
ftrate her equal to every emer. 
gency! He was the-more induced 
to this, from obferving the totally 
exhautted ftate of the enemy, while 
Great Britain could - confidently 
look forward to ‘providing the 
means for carrying on the war dur- 
ing years if neceflary, without bur- 
thening the people or injuring 
trade!!! The whole of the fup- 
ply wanted, Mr. Bitt.ftated as fol- 
lows: 


£-5:770,000 


£-+708,400 “Oo © 





Army—guards, garrifons, &c. 
Chelfea, &c. &c. 


1,332,552 1 8 YS ae 
— 7,072,552 1 8 





6,194,452 th § 


Extraordinaries - - ~ - 2,646,990 1g 10 
Foreign corps s hie - 300,000 
Sardinian fubfidy - - 200,000 
Further extraordinari¢s computed at 350,000 
$50,000 o @ 
Ordnance “ : 1,744,471 8 f£ 
Mifcellaneous fervices, plantation eftimates, &c.&c. 360,616 8 5 
Vote of credit - . : 2,500,000 © oO 
Exchequer - - - 3,500,000 0 0 
Annual addition to finking fund - - 200,000 9 O 
eficiencies of grants - - 2,333,000 9 9O 
Ditto land and malt - . 350,000 © 9 


. 
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£-27,662,083 12 
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The ways and means Mr. Pitt ftated to be, 


Land tax ‘ : 
Mal: P 





£ 2,000,000 
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Growing produce of confolidated fund on 


sth Jan. 1796, computed at 


Money arifing from the fale of Dutch prizes 


impreit - 


Deduét from half year’s intereft on new ftock 


Exchequer bills : - 
Loan - 


The further furs to be provided 
forimthe courfe of the fetlion, were, 
he obferved, firft, the navy debt, 
which had increafed to five mil- 
lions. This was not, however, to 
be regretted, confidering the proud 
height to which our navy had rifen. 
This was chiefly to be afcribed to 
the purchafe of India fhips, and 
the employment of numerous tranf- 
ports. In the enfuing year he ex- 
pected a faving in this branch of 
at leaft two millions and a half. 
The army extraordinaries would, 
he thought, not exceed two millions 
atd a half. Another important 
fum to be attended to was the 
bounty upon corn to be imported. 
He did not think 1,000,000l1. was 
fo wide a fum as was likely to be 
called for. There was, however, 
he obferved, a fund to which the 
houfe might look with confidence, 
if they were difpofed to refer it to 
the public fervice. Upon an ave- 
rage of three years, the provifion 
made for the American loyalifts 
had produced 300,000!.; of the 
charge upon this fund = only 
250,0001. would be due after this 
vear. The permanent taxes, and 
the growing produce of the confo- 
lidated fund, were more than equal 
to the exifting charge uponit; and 
the taxes of laft year bade fair to 
come up to the fums at which they 
were taken, as they had already 
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25395,000 


1,000,000 
200,000 





3595,000 
360,000 





3523 5,000 
ra 3,500,000 
18,000,000 





£+27,485,000 


amounted to two-thirds. The taxes 
for the loan of 18,000,000l. for 
which he had contraéted, he fhould 
fubmit to the houfe, after premifing 
that the inteseft upon every rool, 
borrowed was 4l. 13s. 6d. to which 
was to be added the one per cent, 
wifely provided by parliament in 
aid of the fund for difcharging the 
national debt. ‘This made the in- 
tereft amount to the annual fum of 
1,111,500. and for this he fhould 
propofe taxes upon collateral lega- 
cies, an addition of 10 per cent. on 
the affeffed taxes, a tax upon horfes, 
a tax upon tobacco, a tax upon 
printed cottons and callicoes, a 
duty upon falt, and a reduétion of 
the bounty upon the export of re- 
fined fugar. With refpect to the 
tax on legacies, it had already been 
tried in Holland, and been found 
neither oppreflive, nor had it in 
any degree taken fromm induftry its 
ftimulus in the acquifition of wealth, 
Nor was the principle new in this 
country, where a tax upon legacies 
had exifted feveral years. He meant 
to propofe, therefore, 4 tax of two 
per cent. on all legacies above 4 
certain extent in the firft collateral 
degree, and alfo to extend to refi- 
duary legatees — three per cent. on 
firft coufins — four per cent. on fe- 
cond coufins—and fix per cent. on 
more remote relations, and on ftran- 
gers. -From the calculations re- 

{pecting 








'coceoese 


Kes 
for 


ild 
ng 
ol, 


ch 


nt, 
he 


n- 


ae 


es 





FOREIGN 


{pecting the amount of property in 
England, made in the beginning of 
the prefent century, the loweft a- 
mounted to 25,000,0001. Eftimating 
this rental at 28 vears’ purchafe, 
The landed property 

was - £ -700,000,000 
Perfonal property £.600,000,000 


Total - £-1,300,000,000 
From an infpeétion of the records 
of the courts of Canterbury and 
York, it appeared, that about one 
third of the perfonal property de- 
vifed by will went to collateral 
branches. Of landed property, the 
proportion was about one fifth; he 
would therefore take the medium, 
one fourth, upon which to form 
the probable ¢ftimate. From the 
calculation of property transferred 
by will, this tax would amount to 
294,0001. per ann. from this he 
would deduét the prefent tax upon 
legacies, amounting to 44,0001. per 
ann. and take the new tax at 
250,000]. 

With refpeét to the affeffed taxes, 
the amount was well afcertained ; 
the 10 per cent. to be laid upon 
them, he eftimated at 140,000. 
From this whole he meant to ex- 
empt horfes, as they were to make 
a feparate tax. On thefe animals 
kept for pleafure, it was his in- 
tention to double the taxes already 
paid, fo that 11. would be paid by 
a perfon who kept one horfe, and 
121. by thofe who had fix; the pro- 
duce of this he fhould eftimate at 
116,0001. He thould alfo propofe 
a tax of 2s. per horfe upon all hor- 
les kept for induftry ; and he fhould 
elumate the tax upon fuch horfes at 
t100,000!. The tax upon tobacco 





he thould propofe to be 4d per Ib. 
which would produce 170,000l. 
Upon printed goods he fhould pro- 
pote an additional tax of twopence 
ha.!penny per yard, which he efti- 
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mated at 136,000l. With refpect 
to falt, he only propofed a re-. 
gulation, which would produce 
32,0001. The reduction of the 
drawback upon refined fugar might 
be canfidered in precifely the fame 
predicament: he fhould propofe to 
reduce it one fourth, which would 
be a faving to the amount of 
180,000l. he total of thele tax. 
es amounted to 1,127,000l. 

The whole amount of the fum 
for which he eftimated the new 
taxes, would be 1,120,000]. ahd 
the fum for the payment of the in- 
tereft of theloan wasonly i,115,00cl. 
This was all that was neceflary to 
be faid, had nothing been advanced 
refpecting the terms on which the 
loan was borrowed. The intereft 
he had already ftated at 4]. 13s. 6d. 
per cent. to which the provifion for 
a reduction of the capital, in the 
proportion of one per cent. made 
the whole amount to fix per cent. 
In the fourth year of a war held 
out to be peculiarly difattrous and 
odious to the public, a loan of 18 
millions had been negotiated upon 
terms little more than four and a 
half per cent. This he ftated as 


prima facie evidence of our pro- 


fperity. He had, he faid, difcharged 
his full duty in obtaining terms as 
favourable as he thought ought to 
be obtained, with due regard to the 
real interefts of the public. With 
re{fpeét to his departure from the 
ufual mode of competition in mak- 
ing aloan, Mr. Pitt ftated that he 
had heard it fuggefted that the gen- 
tlemen concerned in the laft loan 
had a right toa preference in any 
future one, tillall the inftalments on 
the former loan were paid off. 
The pretenfions of the contractors 
for the lait loan had not till lately 
been formally notified to him. 
Thete pretenfions refted on the 
grounds that no inttance had oc- 

F 3 curred, 








56 


curred, when a new loan was con-. 


tra¢ted for, previous to thedifcharge 
of the payments upon the one pre- 
ceding, and that grat wconveni- 
ente would arile trom fuch 3 loan 
being at market before the divi- 
de s on the furip were paid off. 
Further, that whe, in negotiating 
the laft loan, they propofed paying 
the laft dividend on the 1ft of Fe- 
bruary 1796, he had pbjeéted to it 
on the probabiljty that a new loan 
might be wanted before the lait 
fcrip was paid. ‘They had there- 
fore concluded that he would not 
negotiate another loan previous to 
the former being paid off. Tie 
governor of the bank had con- 
firmed the reafonings of the con- 
tractors; and he could not, con- 
fiftently with public faith, without 
their confent, contraét for a new 
loan He was therefore bound 
either to wait for the expiration of 
the lait payment, or fo to aét, that 
the former contractors might not 
find themfelves aggrieved, The 
delay, he thought, would be highly 
prejudicial. ‘Taking, however, the 
alternative not to fo:¢ goa fair com. 
petition, and tlat the terms of the 
loan fhould be juft and wife, the 
former contractors were willing to 
enter into a competition of offers, 
on condition thev fhould have an 
option to take the lo in at one | alt 
per cent. kfs advantageous to the 
yu lic than the loweft terms oifered 
inv other contractor: and _ this 
r percent, amounted to 90,000h 
ne that this might prevent bid- 
Ing, al . 


dto fave the oublic 
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Quy diiadvantage, he | 
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eve ti is Gidelas | mpoetition., 
Mr. Boyd was wi'ling to take the 
loan on fiuch ter a he 


fhouid 
award, on the event of Mr. Mor- 


pan’s refus il to govern the terms by 
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the preient price of flock; and on 
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Mr. Morgan’s refufal, he had fixed 
them as advantageoufly for the 
country.as could be eftablithed with 
a view to policy and public credir, 
He had ftated to the contraé¢tor 
that an unfunded navy debt of five 
millions was likely to enfue in the 
next year, aml referved the free 
option and difcretion of this coun. 
try to enable the emperor to raifeg 
fum for carrying on the war. Thig 
amounting perhaps to three mil. 
hons, added to the navy debt, made 
the poffibility of raifing eight mil, 
lions in the enfuing year. Under 
thefe circumftances, Mr. Boyd acy 
cepted the following terms ; 

120 in the 3 per cent. confols, 

25 in the 3 per cent. reduced. 

And 6s. 6d. in the long annuities, 

The whole amofint for 100, 
104]. 5s. 3d. 

In the laft loan the difcount was 
ol. ss. in this it would be ¢s. more, 
arifing trom the difference of pay- 
ment on the 3d and 30th of this 
month. The loan of the former 
year had, he faid, been agreed to 
be favourable for tiie country; the 
terms of the loan this year were 
a quarter per cent. more favourable, 
Though larger by one half than the 
loans in the American war, which 
were at from sl. to 61. intereft, this 
was at little more than four anda 
half. It would not fuffer in com- 
parifon with loans in time of peace. 
On comparing it with the loan in 
1789 for the Spaniih armament, 1 
appeared to have been made on 
beiter terms. When he confidered 
that the new taxes kept pace with 
the fums at which they were efti- 
meted, and were fully adequate for 
the purpofes intended, and the 
numberlefs circumftances which 
proved the rifing credit of the 
country, and her full ability to 
carry on the arduous conteft in 
which the was engaged, he felt his 

heart 
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heart dilate with pride and fatis- 
faction ! ns 
Mr. W. Smith thought the point 
for difeuffion refpecting the loan 
was, whether there were fufhicient 
ounds for the exifting contraé, 
and whether the terms were fuch 
as the houfe ought to fanction. He 
was inftruéted by the petitioners 
againft, Mr. Pitt in the prefent in- 
flance, to ftate, that on the night 
preceding the 26th of November, 
when the contract with Mr. Boyd 
was figned, that gentleman’s me- 
morial had not been prefented: it 
therefore appeared, that, had every 
thing on ali, fides been ferr/y and 
liberally intended, the night before 
figning the contract would not have 
been the time for the firft plea of 
the memorial, when notice had been 
given of an open competition ter 
davs before, and a circular letter 
was written by the fecretary of 
ftate, in which a general invitation 
was given, without any mention of 
preference. The grounds tor pre- 
ference in Mr. Boyd’s memorial 
were, that he had a icafe of the 
monied intereft for one year, or at 
leaft, to the payment of the laft 
loan of 1795, which was computed 
to amount to 5,000,000]. and might 
be greatly injured by the inter- 
vention of another contract. This 
ftatement he was in fome meaiiue 
prepared to deny, and could prove, 
that only 1,400,000). remained in 
the market. Mr. Smith proceeded to 
contend that there was nearly ag 
much money lott by the prefent 
hegotiation on one part, as the 
477,0001. if it could have been 
loft, would have been on the other. 
Uf any preference were due, it was 
to Mr. Morgan, who, three vears 
ago, had made a loan of 12,090,000. 
when he objected to another loan, 
tull all the fhares were difpoted of ; 
and the loan was made on that 
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condition, This wasin February ; 
yet the May following another loan 
was entered into for the emperor, 
when the fhares of 12,000,co0l, 
were at difcount. That loan was 
the beft ever made for this country ; 
and it was therefore reafonable that 
thofe.who had fuffered on a former 
occafion fhould have had the right 
of preemption. A pre-engagement 
with the prefent contractors did not 
hold good in all its connedtions. 
Mr. Boyd had it again, with a dif- 
ferent lift of individuals. No fub- 
{criber. to the former loan had af- 
ferted a claim to the prefent, for 
which there was a very good rea- 
fon, fince that was worth from 12 
to 14 per cent. confequently they 
could have been no lofers. After 
fuch advantages, Mr. Smiththought 
it very unreafonable that they 
fhould have the pre-emption, to the 
exclufion of thofe who had loft by 
a former loan, aud to the great dif- 
advantage of the public. To call 
the terms offered a competition, 
was, he thought, a mere abufe of 
words. Had it been rejected by 
Mr. Boyd, that rejection would have 
proved its want of value; and any 
man who had taken it, with the 
addition of +o fillings per cent. 
would” have proved himfelf. an 
ideot. ‘Lhe public mind was fo 
much made up that Mr. Boyd was 
to have the loan, that bets were 
publicly offered upon it, Contrary 
to the common practice in making 
loans, Mr. Smith afferted that this 
had beea concluded with uncom- 
mon precipitation ; and Mr. Mor- 
gan had heard of it on ’change, 
when. he conceived the matter was 
ftill under deliberation. The mo. 
ney borrowed might, he contended, 
have been had at two per cent. 
lefs ; of which he was ready to pro- 
duce proof at the bar of the houfe. 
Four hundred thoufand pounds 

4 might, 





might, he faid, have been faved 
tothe public. The fliadow of com- 
petition bad only produced mif- 
chief, oceafioned by the minifter 
not waiting for the propofal of 
Mr. Boyd, but offering terms to 
him, and throwing him in fix per 
cent. when he might have had the 
money on better terms for the 
public, This was a fact unnecef- 
fary to prove. He knew, he faid, 
that this had not been tranfacted 
without confultation, but thought 
a confultation with the governor or 
deputy governor of the bank ex- 
tremely improper, as they were 
officially entitled to a confiderable 
thare of the loan, and could not be 
ftated as perfectly difinterefted in 
the bargain. ‘To fan¢tion the loan, 
tended, he faid, to prevent all fu- 
ture competition; and concluded a 
very able fpeech by moving, thar, 
after the firft refolution for granting 
18,000,0001. to his majetty, fhould 
be agreed to, the chairman fhould 
report progrefs, in order that when 
the houfe was refumed, he might 
move for an inquiry refpecting the 
loan. His propofal was, however, 
thrown out by a majority of 237 
againft 29. 

On reading the refolution for 
allowing the fubfcribers to the loan 
es. 6d. long anauities, Mr. Huffev 
movedan amendment, that, inftead 
of fx, the word foxr fhould be in- 
jerted; which, after fome debat 
was necatived without a diviion.# 

The bufinefs of the loan, how- 
ever, after being repeatedly ad- 
verted to and centured by Mr. Fox 
and feveral members of oppofition 


in the houfe, was again formally 

’ Yrivierhe ‘one } ' - se) 

wrought gorward by Mr. Smith on 

tae acsth of December, in a motion 

‘ >. 7 > . 

for a committee 
mimittee of Inquiry on this 


‘ » J _ } > 

segect. He particularly wifhed 
this, that buvers of a loan fhould 
RHOW, What, ia cale Of an extrava- 
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gant bargain, it would be fubjeé tg 
revifion, The defence made by 
the chancellor of the exchequer, 
though he was pledged not to bring 
a neav loan into the market till the 
laft inftalment on the laft year's 
was filled up, was, he thought, ex. 
traordinary, The pledge had en. 
tirely efcaped the chancellor’s me. 
mory, and refted wholly on the 
governor of the bank. It was he 
who had announced a competition, 
and it was upon his recolleétion of 
a precious pledge, that the compe, 
tition had been laid afide. If fueh 
a pledge really exifted, the minifter 
ought to have advifed with the 
houfe before he wantonly threw 
away 180,000]. of the public mo- 
ney. A fmaller loan might have 
been coutraéted for, till the former 
inftalments were paid up. Mr, 
Morgan had, he thought, fuffered 
perfonal injuftice. The intereft, 
he obferved, was faid to be 4l. 13s. 
6d. and it was therefore boafted 
that the bargain was good. Mr. 
Smith, however, entered into a cal- 
culation, to fhew that in faét the 
intereft amounted to 4]. 175. 6d, 
and that this difference upon fucha 
capital was immenfe. The bate 
gain for the.loan, he proceeded to 
remark, was concluded juit thirteen 
days before a meflage arrived ta 
that houfe from his majefty. This 
meflage informed them, that the 
crifis which was depending at the 
commencement of the feffon had 
led to fuch an order of things in 
France, as would induce his ma- 
jefty to meet any negotiation on 
their part for peace, with an earneft 
defire to give it the fulleft effect. 
Mr. Smith could not fee any cir- 
cumftances afteéting the relative 
fituation of that country to this, 
that rendered particudarly expedi- 
ent a meflage which had certainly 
had a very favourable operation 
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upon the loan, which, within three 
days after the conclufion of the 
bargain, bore a profit to the fub- 
fcribers of no lefs than 250,00c1. a 
profit little lefs than all the loans 
during the American war had 
brought to the contractors, though 
lord North was often reprobated 
for extravagance, and even in one 
inftance convicted of corruption. 
The average intereft of lord North’s 
loans did not exceed 45 per cent. 
thofe of the prefent chancellor, in 
a period of much greater profperity, 
were no lefs than 54. In the courfe 
of four years, fifty-one millions had 
been borrowed; and if the loan of 
eleven millions formerly contracted 
for by Mr. Morgan was thrown 
out of the account, the intereft 
paid by the country would be 
found to amount to 7 per cent. 
This loan was, he contended, ftill 
more reprehenfible from the fitu- 
ation of the country. Exclufive of 
this loan of eighteen millions, the 
national debt amounted to 388 
millions; the annual intereft of this 
debt to 10,640,000l. - During tlie 
lait nine years, a fum of about 
1§ millions 3 per cents. had been 
paid off, but 98 millions had been 
added. Since the year 1791, though 
the ways and means had been ftated 
to exceed the expenditure, the de- 
ficiency in that year was 430,000l. 
in 1792 ftill more; in 1793 
Sco,coo]l. and in the prefent year 
it amounted to a very large fum 
lideed. Add to this, that fince the 
year #784 five millions of taxes 
annually had been laid on. Should 
then any of the means of our pro- 
tperity fail, where would the taxes 
be found to pay fuch an enormous 
accumulation of debt? More mo- 
ney, he contended, was thrown 
away by the loan, than faved by 
the reduétion in the expenditure of 
tue public offices. 
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The inquiry was readjly agreed 
to by Mr. Pitt, who vindicated the 
governors of the bank from havin 
had any fha-e in the tranfaction Z 
the loan, except being witneffes to 
it. With refpeét to the obfervation 
of Mr. Smith, that the greater part 
of thofe who compofed the lift of 
Boyd and Co. were excluded from 
a large portion of their fubfcrip- 
tion, when it was known that fo 
confiderable a donus was attached to 
the loan, he averred, that neither in 
this nor any other loan did he know 
the manner in which it was diftri- 
buted. The queftion for confide- 
ration, he obferved, was, whether, 
under all the circumftances in 
which the loau was made, it was 
an improvident bargain. Ifa bet- 
ter loan could have been made, he 
muft fubmit to cenfure; but ‘the 
guilt to be imp::ted to him was not 
to be governed by the fum which 
the contraétors might profit by the 
loan, but upon circumttances ante- 
cedent to the prefent period, At 
the moment of contra¢t ng for the, 
loan, gentlemen confidered the 
whole fum which from a fortgnate 
concurrence had ultimately come to 
the fubferibers, as fo much mon 
abfolutely taken from the public g 
but the utmott lofs to them was the 
difference between the terms upon 
which the loan might have been had, 
and thofe which had been made. In 
all loans, fubfc:ibers had beenallow- 
ed to have ¢ per cent. but the whole 
profi: tothe fubfcribers, according to 
the arguments adduced, was to be 
confidered ssalofs tothepublic. Mr. 
Morgan had neither informed him 
of any thing refpeéting an imperial 
loan, nor of the ftate of the navy 
debt. Let it, however, be fup- 
pofed that the terms of Mr. Mor- 
gan, as they had been fince ftated, 
had been agreed to; this would not 
amount to any thing like the fupply 
° 
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of the public lofs which was faid 
to be fullained. After the meflage 
had been brought forward, many 
circumflances bad occurred, both 
in the fituation of this country and 
of Europe, which were not then 
known either by jthem or him. 
"The offer of gentlemen who now 
inveighed fo much agaipit him was 
not 10 or 12 per cent. but twe 
fhillings upon the long annuities, 
The whole effeéts of the loan, he 
contended, proved that the credit 
of the country was greater than in 
former loans; and it was reafona- 
ble at the time it was made to con- 
je@ture, what bringing 18 millions to 
market would have an immediate 
effe& to the amount of 2 per cent. 
With refpe& to the meflage from 
his majefty being brought forward 
at fuch a time as muft be advan- 
tageous to the loan, it was a {pecific 
event, arifing from the fentiments 
conveyed from the throne at- the 


openiag of the fefion: he thought 


it of great public importance that it 


fhould come at the time it did, 
How far it operated on the price of 
fiock, he fould not attempt to de- 
termine: but he could by no means 
agree that at conveyed a fenfe of an 
immediate peace. The rife in the 
fundsdid pot, he contended, proceed 
jyom the meflage, but from the pro- 
grefs ef the Auflrian arms, —the 
difference which had taken place in 
the affairs of Europe, —the rapidly 
macreating diftrefs. of the enemy 
from the almoft extinguithed ftate 
of their refources,—and the great 
change in the minds of the people. 
The reafon why better terms than 
two fhiilings upon the long annu- 
ity wer@not offered, was flated by 
Mé. Fox to arife from the houfe 
not having been acquainted with 
his majefty’s meflage one hour be- 
fore. The minifter bad laid great 
Yirefs on a fortnight’s expericace of 
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the affairs of France. “Had any 
thing happened which the minifter 
had not faid he had long forefeen? 
and was it not his general topic in 
favour of carrying onthe war? If 
fo, was it not criminal to avail him, 
felf of fuch. a meflage at fuch a 
time? Wf (Mr, Fox faid) he un. 
deritood the meffage, it was, that 
his majefly would negotiate when 
there appeared on the part of the 
French a reafonable difpofition for 
peace; and that then he would give 
fuch a difpofitien the {peediett ef. 
feét. The minifter had conveyed 
an idea that he did hot forefee the 
neceflity of the meflage on the 2sth 
Nove ber, when the loan was 
agreed for: how was that recon. 
cable with the. festiment deli- 
vered from the throne on the 29th 
October? as he faid that the mef- 
fage was only to follow up what 
was then exprefled on the governs 
mentof France. If he then fores 
faw the fituation of the enemy, did 
he not forefee it equally when he 
made the loan? The minifter, 
therefore, ought either to hav 
brought forward the meflage oat 
er, or have deferred the loan till 
the meflage had been produced. 
The minifter faid, he thought it 
important to convey the informa- 
tion at that time to the houfe, —al- 
luding to Mr. Grey’s intended mo- 
tien for a negotiation for peace, the 
notice for which had been given 
long previous to the 25th Novem 
ber, and was poftponed at the de- 
fire of the minifter, who withed 
previoufly to bring on the budget. 
The operations of the Auftrians 
upon the Rhine, and the diftrefles 
of the French, were well known 
before the loan was contracted; and 
the effect of this was trifling upon. 
the funds; but the effect of the 
meflage was great and inftantane- 
ous. The minifter had faid, no- 
body 
* 
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body. fufpetted him of corruption in 

this bufinefs. He did not know 

what the minifter had done in 

every refpe& upon this loan: but 

when he faw. a method followed 
which favoured the probability of 

corruption, by ‘urnithing an oppor- 

tunity of putting millions of the 

public money into the pockets of 
individuals, he did not lke to have 
it defended by mere affertion. Had 
any reafon been fhewn for making 
the loan fo early? Had any thing 
been urged by the minifter to in- 
duce ‘a belief that the reafon for 
negotiating was not as {trong in his 
mind long ago as at prefent? The 
loan, he contended, was not only 
in itfelf difgraceful, but it would 
have a bad effect in future; men. 
would fay there was no fafety in 
a public competition: it was true, 
acompetition wastalked of ; but the 
minifier might recollect fome pri- 
vate promife he had made to an in- 
dividual, and that, after they at- 
tended to bid, he might give an 
option to that individual to take it 
to himfelf. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved that they 
were two diftinét things, to fay that 
the minifter has vo part of the donws 
himfelf, and to fay that he has not 
contrived to make a diftribution of it 
to others. In 1983, lord John Ca- 
vendifli, who, it was clear, had been 
influenced by the pyreft motives, 
had been far from tenderly treated 
refpecting the loan he had made. 
He totally doubted the minifter’s 
ignorance of the fubaltern fub- 
icribers to the prefent loan, and 
wifhed tue houfe to call for a lift 
of the contraétors, and then for the 
fubordinate lifts of the bankers. 
The lord mayor, he obferved, was 
faid to have ewo millions of the 
loan; and he pointedly noticed 
the conduct of that magiftrate re- 
specting the meetings which re. 
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garded the two celebrated bills. 


He thought there was full right to 
fatten a /u/picton on the difridution 
of the loan. Could any man in the 
fhape of a politician, and circums 
ftanced like the minifter, affert 
that he did not, on the 2csth of 
November know that the French 
were already in pofleffion of fuch 
an order of things, or in the courfe 
of obtaining it, as could juftify a 
negotiation for peace? Mr. She- 
ridan proceeded to remark what he 
confidered as inconfiftentin the mi- 
hifter, who, on the opening of the 
budget, had declared the French 
inthe very gulph of bankruptcy, 
and yet came forward with another 
propofition, afferting that the or- 
der of things in that country was 
favourable to a treaty. Could it 
be thought that the minifter had 
made no eftimate on the probable 
duration of the prefent government 
of France, when he bargained for 
the loan? It might have been ex- 
pected from his declarations, that 
the prefent council of goo did not 
ele& themfelvei, and that fSur 
out of the five members of the 
council of ancients had not im- 
brued their hands in the blood of 
their fovereign. Yet the reverfe 
was the fact. Upon a review of 
the circumftances of the loan, there 
were, in his conception, grounds 
for fricus fufpicion, that if the mi- 
nifter had not been guilty of per- 
fonal corruption, he had, through the 
means of particular agents, ufed one 
of the moft pernicious fpecies of 
bribes that had ever been reforted to 
by the molt corrups government, 
The lord mayor atferted that he 
had never rnade a declaration in the 
common hall that he would op- 
pofe the bills. Out of 8000 of his 
conftiruents, a majority of 2000 
had indeed oppefed the bills, but 
thefe he could not conlider asa ma- 
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92 
fority of the whole. He declared 
‘ the face of God and that auguit 
affembly, that he knew nothing of 
the loan, “ till his hair-dreffer, an 
honef fellow, told him that the houfe 
with which he was connected got 
2,800,000!. of the loan.” God 
knows, he had no impure motives! 
much ftre(s was laid upon a onus, 
but would caf one take a loan 
without a Jonas ? 

The houfe, after much oppofi- 
tion, agreed to a clofe committ ee, 
which all members who pleated 
were allowed to attend. 

This committee, after fitting a 
confiderable time, and examining 
feveral witnefles, completed their 
report, which was brought up by 
Mr. W. Smith. After a fpeech re- 
markable for its force of argument 
and accuracy of detail, Mr. Smith 
moveG 1 ftring of vefdiuiions efta- 
blifiin, the principle of an open 
competition — that the loan was bad 
and improvident— and that the mi- 
nifter, in adjufting the terms, had 
been guilty of a ds parture from his 
own pring iples, and of a breach of 
his duty. Mr. Smith obferved, 
that 8 millions of the loan was di- 
vided amongft thofe gentlemen who 
had fup port ed the meafures of the 
minifter in Grocers’ Hall; and this 
vielded a clear profit of go,oocl. 
Mr. Bovd had, he faid, urged, that 
his claim to the loan was a right, 
founded in ruttice and the nature 
oF t! ungs, and recognifed by con- 
fiant practice and public opinion. 
How came it, then, that the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, who had 
fo long adminittered the finances, 
fhould hefitate about it? Inftead 
of five millions of the {crip remain- 
ing in the market at the time the 
loan was made, there was only 
t,g00,000]. In‘1794, Mr. Boyd 
had made a barg in for the loan” a 
month previous to the laft pay- 
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ments of Meffrs. Morgan and An, 
gerftein for the laft loan: what, 
then, was the opinion of Mr. Boyd 
and of the miniffer? Mr. Smith 
next argued, whether, had the 
claim of Mr. Boyd been well 
grounded, there was a neceflity to 
conclude the bargain during the 
time of his exclufive privilege.— 
This, from a review of the differ- 
ent means by which money might 
have been raifed for a fhort time, 
he contended was not the cafe; 
Mr. Morgan himfelf had offered to 
lend five millions. Mr. Smith ob- 
jected to the calculations of the 
minitter refpe&ting the terms of the 
loan; and coiitended that there 
was 120,000). more profit upon jt 
than he had itated. The preference 
given to the three per cents. in the 
bargain, was, he argued, extremely 
unfavourable for the public. The 
terms of the loan might certainly 
have been more advantageous; Mr, 
Morgan would have been content 
to take it at three fhillings, long 
annuity, lefs. In every way, whe. 
ther calculating by the unufual 
amount of the premium, by the 
ditference between the real and 
oftenfible intereft, or from Mr. 
Morgan’s offer, he eftimated the 
public lofs at near half a mil- 
lion. The king’s meffage had pro- 
duced a further profit of g00,000l, 
fterling. He feverely centured, as . 
difgrace eful to the country, the bills 
ante-dat ed from Hambur gh, butdraw n 
on unftamped paper in London, 
on the Treafury, by Mr. W. Bovd. 
When, he faid, "he confidered the 
amount of the late loans, the liqui- 
dation of the national debt, which 
had been theoretically held out, ap- 
peared to be praétically impoffible, 
We had lately added to the mafs no 
lefs than fifty- two millions fterling. 
Mr. Smith further remarked, with 
great ability, the bad etfeets to a 

coms 











(ny 
lat, 
vd 
ith 
he 
ell 


lt Ee i i 


FOREIGN 


commercial country in taking mo- 
ney out of trade to employ it in 
money fpeculations. 

The conduét of the chancellor of 
the exchequer was fupported, in a 
{peech of confiderable length, by 

Ir. Sylvefter Douglas, and by Mr. 
Steele. It was again arraigned 
by Mr. Francis. Mr. Pitt, in a 
very adroit fpeech, obferved that 
he thought himfelf fully warranted 
in affuming the benefit of the opi- 
nion of the committee, which, af- 
ter a laboured inveftigation, had 
decided that there was no diftribu- 
tion of the loan for the purpofe of 
corrupt influence. It had, he ob- 
ferved, been indireétly infinuated, 
that, with undue partiality, he had 
contrived to enrich Mr. Bovd at 
the expence of the public ; and for 
this purpofe frequent allufions had 
been made to the Hamburgh bills. 
In every loan, he faid, parliament 
inferted a claufe, holding out a 
premium for the prompt payment 
of thefubfcription, as the money 
might probably be wanted before 
the inftalments became due. Go- 
vernment, therefore, had entered 
into a negotiation with a monied 
houfe to advance fuch fums as were 
wanted for the fervice. The aid 
of parliament could not be had 
without calling it together at great 
inconvenience. In confequence of 
this, treafury warrants were offer- 
ed; but Mr. Boyd faid, bills of ex- 
change were a more mercantile 
commodity; and, to avoid the ex- 
pence of ftamps, they were dated 
at Hamburgh to make them foreign 
bills of exchange. In all this there 
Was nothing unwarrantable, or 
which gave Mr. Boyd an exclufive 
right to diétate the terms of a fu- 
ture loan. ‘The bills were merely 
2 lecurity from government for the 
jums: whether on ftamped or un- 
ftamped paper, they were equally 
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valid. The mode of executin 
them was dictated by the neceffary 
regard to fecrecy. The fervice rev- 
dered to government by this tranf- 
action was by no means of fuch 
magnitude as to give Mr. Boyd 
a itrong claim upon it; nor did 
that gentleman think fo; and was 
it likely, he aiked, under the prefling 
neceility he was in of making large 
demands of money that he thould 
add eight or ten per cent. to the 
public burdens? Mr. Pitt remark- 
ed upon feveral inconfftencies he 
thought had arifen in the evidence 
of Mr. Morgan to the committee. 
Had he determined to throw the 
loan at all events into the hands of 
Mr. Boyd, would he have delibe- 
rately announced his intention of 
competition, and invited competi- 
tors? How could Mr. Morgan con- 
tend that he had fuftainedinjuryfrom 
having prepared his property to qua- 
lify himfelf to be a bidder, when he 
itated, that till the 22d of Novem- 
ber he never began to doubt that 
there would be a competition? It 
had, he obferved, been proved, 
that he teftified ftrong prejudice, 
and great reluctance to depart from 
the fyltem of competition, and 
did not agree to it tll it was 
brought forward in an uncontro- 
vertible wav. No exprefs condi- 
tion indeed fubfifted: but were there 
not other confiderations equally 
binding to the obfervance of a 
claim founded in juftice and ho- 
nour? He had promifed the cons 
tractors for the loan of 1795, that 
there fhould be no payment on 
any new loan before February 
17g6: he was therefore bound to 
aét as he had done, and was con- 
firmed in its propriety from a re- 
ference to what had been done in 
fimilar circumftances. He warmly 
vindicated the terms of the loan, 
and thought much credit was due 
to 
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to thofe efforts by which govern- 
ment had been able to contract for 
fo large a loan in the fourth year 
of the war, and upon termé fupe- 
rior to what had been obtained 
in former vears. The king's mef- 
fage was not in his mind when 
the bargain was made; nor, if it 
had, could he poflibly have fore- 
feen the rife of ftocks: nor could it 
have arifen from the meffage, which 
only intimated, that the time was 
arrived to which his majefty had 
alluded in his fpeech to parliament. 
There were other collateral caufes 
for the rife, as the Auttrian viéto- 
ries, and the increafed dittrefles of 
the enemy. The profits vpog the 
loan, he averred, amounted to no- 
thing like the fum ftated. . 
Mr. Fox faid that ftill he mutt 
accufe the chancellor of the exclie- 
quer with having made an impro- 
vident bargain; and he had been 
aftonifhed to hear him ftate it as a 
mere peecadille. Was improvidence 
in him to this exteni a mere pecca- 
dillo? “ Improvidence (faid he) in 
a minifter of finance is no {mall 
crime: and when I fee this tmpro- 
vidence accompanied by fuch cir- 
cumflances as ‘the prefent, I can- 
not conceal my fufpicions ; though, 
when I cannot prove, [ will not 
allege.” He did not conceive the 
loan to have been ufed as an i:- 
ftrument of corruption in that 
houfe: there was certainly no occa- 
fon toincreafe the majority; if it was 
made a fubjeét of influence, it mitt 
de an influenee of another kind. 
it was not, however, neceilary to 
coupl® corruption with improvi- 
dénee, to criminate a chancellor 
of the exchequer: and if there was 
any fpecies of improvidence which 
it was proper to check, it was that 
which tended to procure to the 
minifter, from great and powerful 
men, @ great and powerful fup- 


port which he cannot conftitatiog: 
ally poffefs. However innocent 
the minifter, the loan was divided 
among mén from whom he might 
devive more folid advantage thay 
from a few votes in that houfe, 
Mr. Fox next adverted to the prin- 
ciple of competition in tranf &in 
loans. Let it, faid he, never be for. 
gotten, that in*1793, when hé 
made the moft extravagant bargaiq 
that ever was made by any minif- 
ter, he juftified his conduct folely 
on the ground of competition, 
With refpect to the queftion, what 
motive the minifter could: poffibly 
have? were he unable to difcery 
the motive, he muft demur to fuck 
2 queftion. To afcertain the mos 
tive, it was important to confider 
with attention the period and man- 
ner in which the chancellor of the 
exchequer firft attended tothe claim 
of Mr. Boyd. The year before 
laft, a loan was bargained for by the 
minifter. The following May, 
when it was thought advifable to 
fend a loan to the emperor, the 
former contractors objected to 
its falling into other hands, fo that 
the queftion was by no means new. 
During that vear there was anothe? 
loan; but no agreement was ftated 
declaring the point on either fidé. 
Jt was material’ for the honour of 
the minifter’s character, to tell 
when he had the firft notice of 
Mr, Boyd’s claim. Mr. Fox points 
ed out feveral apparent inconfif- 
tencies in this point between the 
account given by the minifter, and 
by Mr. Boyd. If Mr. Boyd's claim 
was juft, it ought to have been af- 
certained; if it was not, the mi- 
nifter had broken his faith with the 
public. Was it nothing, after hav- 
tng madé a pofitive promife to pre- 
fer an individual, to give notice to 
the governor of the bank of a 
public competition, in which the 
minifter 
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miniiter knew at ‘the “time he 
could not perfevere, and: which he 
had been obliged to abandon ? The 
evidence given by the governor of 
the bank, went, he faid, directly 
to invalidate the claim of Mr. 
Bovd; and this opinion was fortified 
by faa and juftice. Asto the reluc- 
tance of the minifter to accede to 
the claim of Mr. Boyd, —reluctance 
was, he obferved, often a.veil to 
conceal the commiffion of aéts 
which ought not to have been 
committed,. Reluctance was fome- 
times put on to fave appearances. 
Of this coynefs in the minifter, 
“this {weet, reluctant, amorous 
delay,” the reluctance appeared to 
be of the doubtful kind. The qua- 
lified competition talked of by the 
minifter, after the manner in which 
the loan had been made, could de- 
ferve no other character than a 
mere mockery. If that fyftem had 
any folid advantages, why was it 
abandoned ? The motive which ac- 
tuated the hafty tranfactions of the 
loan, was, he thought, the Ham- 
burgh bills. If this was not allowed 
to be a means of corruption, it 
certainly had fome reference td 
what had taken place in September, 
when Mr. Boyd raifed 2,500,000l. 
for government upon treafury bills 
bearing a fiGitious date from Ham- 
burgh, though drawn here. This 
tranfaction was reprobated by Mr. 
Fox, on the authofity of the go- 
vernor of the bank, as extremely 
difcreditable to government, and as 
difpraceful to thofe who fet -it‘on 
foot; by impofing a fidtitiots fe- 
curity, it did injuftice both to the 
drawer and indorfer.. From a train 
of reafoning deduced from the ad- 
vantages derived by the minifter 
from Mr. Bovd in this bufinefs, Mr. 
Fox ayain thought the relation e- 
ftablifed between that tranfaction 
aad the negotiation of the loan. 
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The mode of negotiating a prefent 
fepply till after the holidays, could 
not, it had been objected, have 
béen explained to France, nor have 
iven her that idea of our financier’s 
faperiotity which fhe meft neceffa- 
rily have formed from fuch a high- 
ly-creditable tranfaGion as raifing 
money by fdvitioxs Hamburgh bills, 
How falfe and how ridiculous ar 
argument! With refpeé to the 
eaufes, independent of the king’s 
meffage, for the rife of ftocks, the 
Auftrian victories were, he faid, 
known before the 25th of Novem- 
ber: and, fince that time, had the 
French finances decayed fo rapidly 
that even the moft fanguine cals 
culator found his calculations far 
fhort of the truth? This language 
was the more furprifing, as eight 
months ago they were defcribed 
as in the agonies of death, “ in the 
very gulph of bankruptcy.” Thefe 
were, he faid, childiff and comtempti- 
ble pretences, to veil the’ fufpicious 
condutt of the minifter. 

The report of the committee 
was pointedly cenfured by Mr. 
Sheridan. The examination, he 
faid, had been chiefly in the hands 
of the friends of the minifter, who, 
he did ‘not think, could plume him- 
felf on the refult of an inquiry 
conduéted by perfons notorioufly 
dependent on his own political cha- 
raéter. The loan, he ftill thought, 
had been ufed as a means of ex- 
tending political influence. Nay, 
the houfe, he faid, had witnefled 
enough to bear out that affertion. 
The lord mavor had obligingly 
come forward to correét the mon- 
ftrows error he had fallen into of 
ftating that his banking-houfe had 
been favoured with only two mil- 
lions of the loan; whereas, accords 
ing to the worthy magiftrate’s better 
knowledge, the fum was not two 
millions, but two millions — 
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hundred thoufand pounds. To the 
accommodation fecured by go- 
vernment in the Hamburgh bills, 
he afcribed the preference fhewn 
to Mr. Boyd in the loan. Sucha 
tranfaction as that of the Ham- 
burgh bills had been declared, by 
the governor of the bank, of a na- 
ture fo bad, that, if it had taken place 
in the dealings of a private mer- 
chant, it would have been deemed 
a difgrace to his houfe, If the ruin 
of the French finances brought 
that country into a more negotia- 
able ftate, “ he, muft congratulate 
the minifter on having brought 
Great Britain into a {tate peculiarly 
fitted for negotiation.” 

Mr. Smith, in reply to what had 
been advanced, infitted upon the 
abandonment of competition. The 
point which had been conceded to 
the claim of Mr. Boyd, was certain- 
ly, he obferved, of great magnitude 
and importance ; and the miniiter 
was defirous to have it underftood 
that he had received fuch conviion 
on the fubjeé as enabled him, with 
propriety, to make fuch a facrifice. 

vow, he defired it might be care- 
fully obferved, that after all the 
converfations and reprefentations 
which had wrought this unwilling 
conviction, the minifter had re- 
peatedly {poken of that claim in 
fuch terms as thefe; as a circum- 
ftance which had but recently come 
to his knowledge, but which * was 
entitled to_/ome degree of attention.” 
Would he then i that an impref- 
fion on his mind, fo lightly fpoken 
of when warm and exiiting in its 
full force, to perfons too who were 
entitled to the ftrongeft reafons 
he could produce, and whom he 
muft be lees of convincing, 
could be the real, fole, and fuffcient 
motive to induce him to furrender, 
and to yufiyy him in /urrendering, 
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the acknowledged benefits of coats 
petition, and in concluding fuck 
a bargain as had been made? In 
conclufion, the refolutions which 
had been brought up by Mr. Smith, 
and which confifted of thirty-nine; 
were negatived; and two refolutions 
moved by Mr. Douglas ware paffed, 
approving the conduét of the chan« 
cellor of the exchequer. 

The affair of the Hamburgh bills, 
which had been fo frequently al. 
luded to in the debates refpecting 
the loan, produced, February a9, 
three refolutions from Mr Jekyll, 
the rft. ftating the faét that 700,009}, 
were drawn in London in Septem. 
ber 1795, on the treafury, in the 
name of W. Boyd, jun. bearing 
a fictitious date at Hamburgh, feve. 
ral weeks preceding the time when, 
with the privity of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, they were drawn 
in London ; and that the faid Boyd 
was not engaged in bufinefs in 
Hamburgh. —2. That the faid fum 
was paid to the paymafter general 
by order of the treafury, in direé 
breach of an act of parliament of 
the 23d of George II]. and that 
the bank of England could have 
refuled to difcount the notes as 
illegal: —and, 3d, that the faid 
tranfaction was illegal and uncon- 
ftitutional, andhad broughtthe pubs 
lic credit into difrepute and fuf- 
picion. 

The motion was preceded by 2 
{fpeech from Mr. Jekyll, in which 
he obferved upon the fecrecy of this 
tranfaétion. Secrecy, he faid, was 
the concomitant mark and badge of 
fraud. How the minifter came to 
be in want of fo much money fo 
early in September, and why he 
was not upon fuch terms with the 
directors of the bank as to obtain 
the money from them by way of 
anticipation, was not indeed the 

gueftion; 
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Queftion : but that he was not, ap- 
from the evidence “of Mr. 

oyd, who fuggefted the mode by 
which government might be fup- 
plied. Mr. Boyd had ftated, too, 
that he expeéted no remuneration 
for this fervice to government. This, 
however, had not been the opinion 
of Mefirs. Gilés, Mellith, and Mor- 
n. The firft particularly under- 
that a preference was to be 
given to Mr. Boyd in the loan. It 
was the opinion alfo of thefe gen- 
tlemeh, that the mode in which 
Mr: Boyd affifted government in 
thefe bills, would have difcredited 
any ptivate mercaztile houfe, and 
fhaken the credit of any private in- 
dividtial. Another feature of fraud 
and collujion in the bills, was, that 
they were without ftamps, though 
inland bills of éxchange. It was 
an axiom, legally adimittéd, that an 
appearance of fraud like this would 
vitiate any tranfa@tidn aé initio; and 
the moment that a caufe had come 
into court refpeéting thefe bills, 
when this defedt was ifcovered the 
whole would have beet: Completely 
annihilated, the parties nonfuited, 
and the bills, with the right of ac- 
tion, fallen to the ground. Here were 
three {pecies of prefumptive fraad, 
—the fecrecy of the tranfaétion, the 
antedating of the bills,.and the draw- 
ing ofthem onunftamped paper. Had 
they, indeed, been drawn at Ham- 
burgh, no ftamp was neceffary; this, 
therefore, was glaring fraud. Had 
the holder of the bills been afked, 
where was the drawer? he muft ci- 
ther difgrace the paper and difcredft 
himfelf, orhe tuft affert a fraudulent 
falfehood. “ The ftatute which this 
tranfaction violated, was paffed to 
Prevent embexalement, 2nd to inter- 
pofe the bank as a falutary check 
upon the paymafter general.” This 
had been grofsly evaded. When a 


a a fimilar to this, In the 
1796. 
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cafe of the Livérpool and Man- 
chefter bills, had come before the 
lords, a very ferious doubt was en- 
tertained whether they did not, as 
mount to forgery, and whether the 
parties concerned in the indorfe- 
ment ought not to be hanged. “ If 
fuch was the cafe when the indorfé- 
ment only was fictitious, what was 
the cafe when the drawer and the 
place were both fifitious, the bills 
drawn on unftamped paper, and 
antedated?”” What would be the 
fituation of the bill- holders, had the 
bank refufed to difcount them? 
and what confidence could be 
placed in a minifter who reforted to 
fuch means, and who, in a war 
like the prefent, might be frequent- 
ly driven to the fame fyftem’? Who 
could tell, when a bill was offered, 
whether it was a fair bill from the 
treafury, or a fictitious one from 
Boyd? The minifter had, he faid, 
on a former evening, contended 
that there was no fraud, becaufe 
there were’ fufficient affets. Had 
there not, he afked, a whole month 
elapfed after the laft payment of 
the loan of 1795, and beiore thefe 
bills were due? The bills were 
drawn September the :oth; and for- 
tunately fome of them ran to the 
3d of February before they became 
due. What was the actual cafe? 
If no new loan had been bargaitied 
for before December :oth when 
the firft clafs of thefe bills Became 
payabie, an action migit have lain 
againft the accepter, the drawer, 
and the indorfer of thefe bills; 
but it fortunately occurs, that, on 
the very day when they were due, 
the depofit of 10 per cent. of 
the new loan is made, and thus 
Boyd pays himfelf oat of his own 
fund. The fund was then lef- 
fened by the prompt payments; 
and towards the latter end ef the 


year the payments came in fact, or 
G the 
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the funds at that period would not 
have been half the value of the 
bills. Mr. Jekyll cenfured the 
want of forefight in the minifter, in 
not making the loan of 1795 nine- 
teen inftead of eighteen millions; 
which would have precluded the 
neceflity of fhaking the public cre- 
dit by coming in the middle of 
fummer for another million. The 
excufe for this had been, that, as 
parliament was not then fitting, 
and as it was neceffary to be fecret 
left the enemy fhould be apprized 
of the preffure of our circumftances, 
he was compelled to recur to this 
expedient. What would the ene- 
my fay now, but that the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer has been fo 
diftreffed for money, as to raife it, 
in concert with one Boyd, dy forging 
bills, and that he had been guilty 
not only of /raud, but of a direct 
vialation of an act of parliament? 
Mr. Charles Long objeéted to 
the refolutions, and ftated the tranf- 
action which they were defigned to 
reprobate. In Auguft 1794, money 
was wanted for the. public fervice, 
jn anticipation of certain portions 
of the payments on the loan and 
lottery remaining unpaid,and which 
became due in November, Decem- 
ber, and January. In confequence 
of this, application was made to 
Mr. Boyd, who, through a rela- 
tion, his agent at Hamburgh, agreed 
to accommodate government. Se- 
crecy was neceffary to prevent a 
fearcitv of money. Before this 
bufinefs took place, Mr. W. Boyd 
arrived in London; and the exigence 
of affairs did not allow of fending 
to Hamburgh in convenient time 
tor a remittance of fuch bills as 
were wanted. The only irregu- 
larity was in antedating the bills, 
and dating them from Hamburgh ; 
had they been drawn in Hamburgh, 
and {ent to London, they would 


have been perfectly regular. Thete 
was no fraud, he contended, in any 
part.of the tranfaction. From the 
account of monies paid into the ey. 
chequer, he afferted that there was 
more than, fufficient to dife 

the 700,o00l. without anticipati 
the new loan. If, in compl ing 
with the orders of the lords of the 
treafury to pay this fum into the 
hands of the paymafter general, he 
had offended againft the letter of an 
act of parliament, he had not of. 
fended againft the fpirit of it. He 
knew there was no balance left ip 
the hands of the paymafter general, 
but fhe regular mode was to pay it 
in his name. The engagement a 
bout the loan between the chancel. 
lor of the exchequerand Mr. Boyd 
he perfeétly recollected. 

Sir W. Pulteney vindicated the 
whole of the tranfaction. The fum 
wanted was, he thought, far fromex- 
traordinary, and was much better 
raifed in the mode in which this 
bufinefs was tranfacted, than by 
convening parliament at fo unufual 
atime. With refpec to the mode 
in which it was raifed, bills of ex- 
change were preferable to bonds or 
treafury warrants, which could not 
be readily transferred. It was cer 
tainly right that the minifter fhould 
give Mr. Boyd whatever fecurity he 
liked beft; and furely there was no 
crime in raifing money by anticipa- 
tion from the bank, or from a pris 
vate banker; confequently there 
could be no fraud. The 5 
cent. intereft required-by Mr, Boyd 
was, he thought, very reafonable. 
This was not, he faid, as had been 
advanced, a new thing. In 1773 
the bank of England agreed to ad- 
vance 60,0001. on the Sonded of 4 
Welt India eftate: the bank then 
never difcounted bills for more thaa 
two months. Bills in this caf 
(Walton and Ellifou) were —_ | 
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at two months. They were all 


rported to be drawn at 
xian ‘ but the bank knew the 


drawer conftantly lived in London, 
The bills were, however, renewed 
every two months, and the bank 
continued to difcount them fortwo 

ears. As to the bills being drawn 
on unftamped paper, had they been 
ftamped, government muft have 
been paid. It was only faving go- 
vernment the trouble of paying 
with one hand, and receiving wit 
the other. 

Mr. Grey afked what was the a- 
mount of the deficiency fo lightly 
treated ? and what were the circum- 
ftances attending this tranfaétion? 
When the budget was opened in 
February, eighteen millions, a fum 
exceeding any former loan, were 
borrowed to provide for the efti- 
mates of the year; the land and 
malt-tax, a vote of credit for two 
millions and a half, and the loan on 
exchequer bills, were put into the 
hands of the executive government. 
In September, money was wanted 
to carry on the war; yet the wor- 
thy baronet wondered that the mi- 
nifter had erred fo little in his cal- 
culation. The money raifed by 
thefe bills was faid to be merely the 
anticipation of fums to be paid in 
apn the loan at the ufual period 
of inftalment; yet in Augutft fifteen 
millions eight hundred thoufand 
pounds of the loan had been paid 
up; a fum fully equal to what 
could reafonably have been expe¢t- 
ed. The houfe ought to recolleé& 
what was the conftitutional object 
of the vote of credit, the exche- 
quer bills, and the prompt pay- 
ment of the loan. If the minifter 
erred fo egregioufly as to require 
freth fupplies before half the year 
had elapfed,—if he raifed money by 
anticipation, in a way wholly un- 
known, and at a rate of intereft 
altogether unfanctioned by parlia- 
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ment,—he violated the laws of the 
land, to which he was amenable. A 
difcount of three per cent. was al- 
lowed for the prompt payment of 
the loan. On the advance of Mr. 
Boyd, § per cent. was given. Mi- 
nifters had then violated the laws of 
the land, the very aé of puarlia- 
ment by which the loan was made, 
by giving a rate of intereft for the 
anticipation, for which a difcount 
of 3 per cent. was allowed by act 
of parliament. This, too, might 
be in addition to the legal dif- 
count. This advance was ob. 
tained from Mr. Boyd, the con- 
tractor for the loan; and the pub- 
lic might be paying 8 per cent. on 
the latt payment, while he advanced, 
for the accommodation of govern- 
ment, what was a to be paid as 
part of theloan. | While 8 per cent. 
was gained by Mr. Boyd, the dif- 
count allowed by parliament could 
have no effeé, while the fuperiot 
inducement of 5 i cent, was pre. 
fented to with-hold it. Suppofing a 
change of miniftry, and certain 
fervices fecured by the aét of ap- 
propriation had required the fupply 
of the money, how would the bills 
have been paid when they became’ 
due? Would another chancellor of 
the exchequer have been authorized 
to divert the money in the treafury 
to the payment of bil!s antedated, 
drawn really in London, though 
affluming to be at Hamburgh, im- 
pofed upon perfons ignorant of the 
truth, who would not have been 
able to recover payment? The cafe 
of Walton and Ellifon was, he faid, 
by no meansin point. He wifhed, 
as had been ftated, that the enemy, 
from finding an individual was able 
to fupply the exigencies of govern 
ment, might be infpired with a fa- 
vourable idea of our finances; but 
as a member of parliament, he was 
not bound to acquiefee in any thing 
irregular or illegal, becaufe it was 

Ga faid 








2 
166 
_ 
faid that he woifld difclofe our_re- 
fources to the enemy. The expe- 
dient of antedating the bills from 
Hamburgh was, he faid, by no 
freans adopted on account of Mr. 
Boyd, jun, having arrived here, nor 
was fuggefted by it, as there was 
no intention, no. arrangement, to 
draw bills from Hamburgh pre- 
vious to that event. As tothe mat- 
ter being confiftent with the fpirit 
though not with the letter of the 
law, minifters were bound to act 
according to that letter; and, if they 
found it inefficient, to apply fora 
legillative remedy. It was, how. 
ever, irregular, and inconfiitent 
with the {pirit of the act; fora fum 
of 2,000,000. had. been paid to the 
bank for the paymatfter general's de- 
partment, and nat fent to the ac- 
comptant general's office. 

The attorney general thought 
the bills were to be looked upon as 
paper that bound the government 
to have them duly honoured, and 
that the holders would be entitled 
to recover from any new admini- 
ftration, The folicitor general, how- 
ever, who perfectly approved the 
tranfaction, doubted whether any 
aciion could be brought by the 
holder of fuch bills, Mr. Jekyll 
pointedly ridiculed this inconfif- 
tency; and obferved that the bills 
were not only fictitious, but that 
the law provided no remedy re- 
fpecting them. The previous quef- 
tion, which had been moved by 
Mr. Long, was carried by a majo- 
rity of 85. On the fecond refolu- 
tion, the ayes were 8, noes 108. 

During the time employed in the 
bufinets of the loan and the Ham- 
burgh bills, the third reading of the 
vote of credit bill for 2,<s00,ce0l. 
was oppofed by Mr. Grey, who 
obdlerved that the intention of fuch 
a vote was to enable the King, dur- 
ing the recefs of parliaments, to de- 
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fray any extraordinary expence 
which may not have been prov} 
for by the yearly eftimates ; but tha 
the application of this fum to de 
previoutly contracted deftroyed 
intention, and was a dangerous in. 
novation on the haufe of commons, 
From the year.1756, no vote 
credit had paffed till a few days 
previous to the clofe of the feffion, 
From the early period at which this 
appeared, and from the anfwer 
iven on a former day (by Mr, 
Rafe) that delay would be attended 
with danger, he fufpected the houfe 
was not called upon for profpec. 
tive but paft fervices. In the 
war of 1750, and that with Ame. 
rica, one million only had been de. 
mandéd on a vote of credit. By 
granting money in this random way, 
the houfe, he. obferved, deprived 
itfelf of its peculiar prerogative to 
guard the public purfe. If the fup- 
plies were inadequate for the pur- 
pofes they were defigned for, let 
minifters ftate the iiniahts in a 
formal and conftitutional manner, 
Minifters, he averred, could not de- 
fend the bill either on grounds 
of expediency or conftitutional du- 
tv; he fhould therefore move for 
deferring the third reading to that 
day three weeks.” 3 
It was contended by the chaneel- 
lor gf the exchequer, that the vote 
of credit was given for fuch extra. 
ordinary expences as attend the | 
war. He allowed the vote com — 
monty paffed at the time that had | 
been ftated; but when extraord> | 
naries could be forefeen, it wa 
more proper to ftate them in the 
committee of ways and means; 2 
it was found more agreeable to efta | 
bliffied precedent, than to wait tit | 
the clofe of the feffion. The prefem | 
mode certainly afforded parliament 
the beft opportunity for inveftige | 
tion. It was certainly the leaft ob 
jectionadle 
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‘eftionable mode, to find taxes to 
defray the fums yearly expended, 
and not leave them a dead load on 
the enfuing year; he had therefore 
differed from the mode which had 
lately obtained, and ftated the vote 
of credit for 2,500,000l. in the 
budget. It might be applied or not, 
as wanted, while it conftituted a 
floating capital. This was better 
than leaving it to increafe the un- 
funded debt to be afterwards pro- 
vided for; it was alfo the moft 
ceconomical, as it was better to 
take the vote for both the ordinary 
and extraordinary fervice together, 
and fink them in one common fund, 
that the money of one fervice might 
not be idle, and the furplus be paid 
out of the vote of credit. Thus, 
with refpect both to the principle 
and cealcaion the prefent mode 
was the leaft objectionable. 

It was obferved by Mr. Fox, that 
the chancellor of the exchequer had 
confounded what was feparate and 
diftin@. He confidered a vote of 
credit, in a committee of fupply, 
as more eligible ; but objected to it 
under one pretence, while he ap- 
plied itto others. He did not him- 
felf fee how a vote of credit and 
the eftimate could be blended with- 
out confufion. The queftion was, 
whetherany unforefeenexigence had 
occurred, and if fuch could not be 
provided for during the aflembling 
Of parliament. If none had, why 
depart from the eftablifhed rule? 
it any had, why not ftate it to the 
houfe? As to the advantages refult- 
ing from the new mode which had 
been introduced, he mutt ftop im /i- 
mine, and obferve, that in a vote of 
credit the money is nog iffued till it 
is wanted; and that, for the current 
expences of the year, the money 
purpofely provided by eftimate is 
ceady, It might be thought, from 
the vregt defire of regularity €x- 
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prefled, none of. the departments 
were even in arrear. The ord- 
nance, the navy, the civil lift, 
were all, however, in arrear; and 
there were ftaff officers, who, fince 
1793, had not received a fhillin 
A vote of credit was, he contend- 
ed, never applied to the deficiency 
of eftimates; and therefore the pre- 
fent vote was not confiftent with the 
laws of the country. Mr. Sheridan 
noticed, that the objection was made 
tothe extent of the vote, andappealed 
to the preamble of the bill to thew 
that the money ought merely to be 
applied to the fupply of future exi- 
gencies, when parliament was not 
affembled. Mr. Grey’s motion 
was, however, negatived; and the 
third reading of the bill carried by 
a majority of 77. 

On the order of the day for the 
vote of credit billin the houle of 
lords, it was oppofed by the earl of 
Lauderdale, who ftrongly infifted 
upon the danger and unconiftitu- 
tional tendency of the prefent pro- 
ceeding. He thould, he faid, move 
for difcharging this order, and hav- 
ing it renewed for a more diftant 
period of the prefent feffion. No 
inconvenience could arife from the 
delay ; or, if it did, it muft be ow- 
ing to the unwarrantable manner in 
which minifters were to apply it to 
fervices already performed, and not 
included in the prdper eftimates. 
This anticipation of the refources 
of the country was not only a grofs 
violation of the law, but a palpable 
fraud attempted to be pafled on the 
houfe. The vote of credit for the 
lait year had been, as he would 
pledge himfelf to prove, imme- 
diately converted to ufes which ac- 
counted for the fubfequent di- 
ftrefles of government, and the de- 
mand for money that arofe from the 
vote being diverted from its proper 
application, and was the original 

G4 caufe 
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caufe of the preffure that followed. 
Of the fums then voted, a great 
part had been immediately paid into 
the offices of the paymatters of the 
forces and the navy. The confe- 
quence of this application was, that 
minifters had been forced to raife 
money by the moft difgraceful 
means. His lordfhip inveighed 
with much force againft the mea- 
fure of the Hamburgh bills, and 
ftated that treafury warrants had 
been ufed as a means of procuring 
fupplies; that the refponfibility of 
individuals was added to fatisfy the 
perfons by whom they were held ; 
that the tranfport board — an office 
unknown to the conftitution— had 
been in the practice of drawing 
bills, which were paid in confe- 
quence of the private order of Mr. 
Rofe; and money had alfo been 
raifed by the pitiful expedient of 
felling the neutral captured veffels, 
while the owners were paid by navy 
bills. 

Lord Grenyille referred to the 
preamble to the bill, and to the ex- 
ample of former wars, to prove 
that votes of credit were applied to 
the extraordinary expences incurred 
during the war; and defended the 
‘ny: meafure by arguments fimi- 

ar to thofe advanced by the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. His lord- 
fhip vindicated the meafure of the 
Hamburgh bills, on the ground of 
keeping up the general credit and 
refources of the country, and pre- 
venting the enemy from being ac- 
quainted with any temporary incon- 
venience. Much extraneous mat- 
ter arofe on this occafion; but after 
a debate of fome continuance be- 
tween the earl of Lauderdale, and 
the earls of Mansfield and Hawkef- 
bury, and lord Grenville, the mo- 
tion was negatived without a divi- 


fion ; and the bill went through the 
committee, | 
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The third reading of the bill ig 
the houfe of lords was again fore, 
bly oppofed by the duke of Graf, 
toh, the earls of Suffolk and Lay, 
derdale, and lord Thurlow, who 
concurred in the idea of the mea. 
fure being unconftitutional, ang 
dreaded its mifchievous confe. 
quences, 

The duke of Grafton obferved, 
that, had fuch a meafure been prac. 
tifed by minifters in the good times 
of the conftitution, it would im. 
mediately have been followed by 
a bill of indemnity fora proceedin 
fo repugnant to the principles oft 
conftitujion. The means employ. 
ed by minifters for raifing mon 
were at once, his grace faid, dit 
graceful and illegal; and if fuch 
meafures were fanétioned, the con. 
ftitutional duties of the houfe of 
commons would be violated, anda 

art of the executive government 
draw to itfelf prerogatives which 
the conftitution did not allow it to 
exercife. Upon putting the quef- 
tion, it paffed, without a divifion, 
in the affirmative. On the follow- 
ing day the earl of Lauderdale en- 
tered a {pirited proteft againft the 
meafure. 

In the mean time, feveral of the 
new-laid taxes met with confidera- 
ble oppofition. On the report of 
the committee on the tobacco bill, 
Mr. Huffey objeéted to this tax on 
account of its being raifed from 
the lower claffes of the people. Mr. 
Courtenay, general Smith, and Mr. 
Sheridan, objected to it on the fame 
account, as depriving the — 
almoft their only luxury. Gene 
Tarleton brought up feveral claufes 
for fupplying non-commiffioned of- 
ficers and foldiers, while on board 
tran{ports, with this article, duty 
free; which paffed. The horfe duty 
bill underwent fomealterations; and 
all working horfes under thirteen 

hands 
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hands high were exempted from the 
tax. Horfes ufed in the yeomanry 
cavalrv, frecholders living on free- 
holds from rol. to rl. avear, and 
rfons holding farms of 7ol. or 
eholds of 351. per annum, were 
alfo exempted. Thetax on printed 
cottons and callicoes was given up. 
That on collateral fuccetlion was 
ftrongly oppofed by Mr. Sheridan ; 
and the report of the budget under- 
went further oppofition in its fuc- 
ceflive ftages. f r. alderman Newn- 
ham remarked the inquifitorial pow- 
er which the fucceffion bill mutt ne- 
ceffarily veftin certain perfons. Eve- 
ry circumftance relative to private 
roperty was expofed to public in- 
ipetion, which would particularly 
ubjeét commercial men to great in- 
conveniences. It was a tax on tlre 
bounty due toillegitimate children, 
to a well-tried friend or domeftic, 
to the value of 6 per cent. It ren- 
dered the office of an executor 
fo complex and troublefome, that 
none fhould venture to become one 
without an attorney at his elbow. 
Mr. Newnham further objected to 
dividing the landed property into 
one bill, and the perfonal into an- 
other. After a variety of obferva- 
tions on the evil tendency of the 
bill, he moved for its being taken 
into confideration that day four 
months; which was feconded by 
Mr. Rafhleigh. 

Mr. Fox thought the hjll intro- 
duced a mode of taxation wholly 
inapplicable to the ftate of this 
country. By this tax every {pecies 
of commercial property muft be 
laid open. This was totally im- 
poflible; and it was therefore im- 
practicable, by any regulation, to 
obviate the objeétion to this tax; 
in order to pay a tax ad valorem, 
the value muft be afcertained, 
and the ftate of the commercial pro- 
Perty known to the world. Many 
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commercial poffeffions depended 
upon a balance of debts and credits: 
the nature of thefe debts mult be 
neceffarily expofed. A man might 
lofe on one branch, and gain on 
another; and many were the in- 
{tances in which injuitice, though 
it was not intended, was infeparable 
from the operation of the bill, 
In fome cafes the propeity bee 
— might be of fuch a nature, 
that it would not be poflible to af- 
certain its value. If by good for- 
tune a man fhould extend the bufi- . 
nefs bequeathed him, he muft an- 
nually pay a proportion of the in- 
creafed advantages. In many other 
inftances there was no poflibility of 
eftimating the value of property 
under this bill. In fome cafes it 
would producea fcene of confufion 
and intolerable vexation. Admit- 
ting the principle of this tax to be 
juft, he could fee no reafon why, 
at a future time, it fhould not be 
extended to lineal as well as colla- 
teral fucceffion. As far as it ope- 
rated on property in the funds, it 
was, he thought, * a direét breach 
of faith in the government;"* and 
a breach of faith which, in time, 
would fwallow up a confiderable 
part of the debt due to the proprie- 
tors of ftock. As to that part of 
the bill which refpeéted the fuc- 
ceffion to entailed eftates, the tax, 
he obferved, was to be calculated 
upon the life eftate, which, he con- 
tended, could not equitably be put 
in practice. If, by any mode of 
calculation, it was eftimated that a 
man fhould live a certain number 
of years, and he died much fooner, 
it would then be found that he had 
paid more than a fair prvrorie- 
All this, however, was, he thought, 
fubordinate to that grand objection, 
that, to levy the tax ad valorem, a 
dangerous fyitem of difcovery mutt 


be adopted. 
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The folicitor general obferved 
that the principle of the bill. was 
previoufly recognized by the law al- 
ready in force, and every objection 
to the prefent bill bore equally a- 

ainft that. To afcertain the va- 
7 of lives, the affefiment was 
taken as low as poflible; the tax 
pas to be taken in four different 
payments, fo that if the perfon did 
not live till the laft, the tax would 
not be collected. The duty of an 
executor was, he contended, made 
eafier by this tax, as a line was 
“ chalked out” for him. It had a 
fuperior advantage to other taxes, 
as it took nothing from what a man 
had really in potleffion. A variety 
of other advantages were pointed 
out by the Jearmed gentleman. It 
appeared ftrange to him, that the 
tax fhould be confidered as inju- 
rious from its occafioning the pub- 
licity of private property, when, he 
faid, in other countries it was fup- 
pofed to ftrergthen credit. In Ja- 
maica, an executor was bound to 
render an annual account of the 
property, and was liable to heavy 
penalties for concealing it. 

Mr. Grey thought that whatever 
might be the policy of that coun- 
try, it would be extremely preju- 
dicial to the commercial credit of 
this. In this country, where large ca- 
pitals were embarked in commerce, 
if two or three collateral fucceflions 
were to take place in a fhort time, 
would not the fubtraétion of 6 per 
cent. make 2 heavy impreflion, and 
take from actual employment of ca- 
pital? Mr. Grey ftrongly fupported 
the arguments of Mr. Fox, which, 
he thought, had been by no means 
anfwered. 

The attorney general, ina fpeech 
of great legal ability, ftated, that, 
with refpect to this bill affordin 
no exception in the cafe of illegi- 
timate children, this was precifely 
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the cafe with other aéts of parlig, 
ment, and was both moral and poli, 
tic. This a¢t, however, in cafe the 
teftator ftated the legatee to be his 
child, provided that it fhould eg, 
joy the exception in favour of 
lineal defcent. Several occafions 
of difpute between the executors 
and legatee were, he ftated, re. 
moved by this bill, and tevyeral 


‘doubtful cafes afcertained. Ac. 


cording to the exifting laws, there 
were he cafes in which, if any 
difpute arofe, the books and pris 
vate concerns of individuals might 
not be exaniined. 

The bill was ftrongly oppofed 
by Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Francis, 
and general Smith, and fupported 
by Mr, Pitt. It pafled by a ma- 
jority of 78 in the houfe of come 
mons; but was again {piritedly at. 
tacked in the houfe of ‘lords by 
lord Lauderdale, who confidered it, 
when coupled with the landed pro- 
perty bill, as tending to {weep all 


the property of the kingdom into 


the hands of government. Theis 
effects would be the moft ane 
the members of that houfe, a houfe 
of hereditary members. In time, 
his lordthip faid, it muft {wallow 
up the fortunes of their lordflips' 
collateral heirs, who might fucceed 
to their titles. Had fuch a tax 
exifted in the laft century, none 
there would have poffeffed fufficient 
property to fupport their rank and 
character. In the cafe of the duke 
of Norfolk, 600,0001. would have 
been taken from his family. Taxes 
on legacies had, indeed, been im- 
pofed; but it was never thought 
that minifters would extend the 
principle fo far as to impower 
themfelves to feize the whole ca- 
pital of the kingdom, and impo- 
verifhi noble families till they were 
likely to become convenient tools 
to the minifter. His lordfhip no- 

ticed 
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iced the unequal operation of this 
bill in the ‘ARance of a military 
man, who could only fell an an- 
nuity left him at four years’ pur- 
ewe whereas, thofe who were 
lefs expofed to hardfhips, lefs active 
in the defence of their country, 
might difpofe of it for thirty-one 
years’ purchafe; vetthey would pay 
the fame tax. It the collateral pro- 
perty of all other defcriptions of 
men was thus to be affeéted, his 
lordthip thought that of the church 
fhould not be exempted ; but that 
all churchmen, upon tranflation or 
refentation to a living, fhould, for 
our years, be obliged to give up a 
roportion of their annual income. 

he tax was impoiitic, upon the 
eftablifhed maxim that it was leaft 
injurious to the community to tax 
confumption and notcapital. Taxes 
upon productive capital, he obferv- 
ed, tended to withdraw it from the 
fupport of induftry, and diminith- 
ed that wealth on which circulation 
depended, and whence national 
profperity was derived. Our ene- 
mies would, he thought, have a 
very unfavourable idea of our re- 
fources, from our adoption of fuch 
unheard and untried meafures. 
The arguments of lord Lauderdale 
were oppofed by lord Grenville and 
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the bifhop of Rochefter, who ob- 
ferved that churchmen paid taxes 
in the fame proportion with other 
fen: and the bill paffed, 

The bill for a tax upon the fuc- 
ceffion to real eftates met with 
ftill fronger oppofition. Mr, Rath. 
leigh, Mr. Newnham, Mr. Crewe, 


Jord G. Cavendifh, fir W. Pulte- 


ney, Mr. Baftard, lord Sheffield, 
Mr. M. Robinfon, general Smith, 
Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Buller, fir A. 
Fergufon, Mr. Francis, Mr. She- 
ridan, and Mr. Fox, ftrenuoufly 
oppofed it; it was fupported by 
the attorney and folicitor general, 
the fecretary at war, Mr. M. Mon- 
tague, Mr. H. Brown, and the 
chancellor of the exchequer. On 
a motion from Mr. Sheridan for 
poftponing the third reading for 
three months, the majority againtt 
the motion was only one. Mr. 
Pitt then moved for its being again 
read the following day; when the 
ayes and noes being equal, the 
fpeaker gave a cafting vote for the 
motion. The bill, however, ap- 
Goering fo thoroughly obnoxious, 

r. Pitt abandoned the meafure, 
by moving the next day for defer- 
ring the third reading to that day 
three months. 





CHAP. V. 


Meffage from the King relative to Peace. Debates on that Subjed. In the 
Houfe of Commons. In the Houfe of Lords. Mr. Grey’s Motion for Peace 
—Rejeted. Maroon War.. General Macleod’s Motion on that Subje&. 
Mr. Sheridan's Motion for Papers relative tothe Weft India Expedition. 
Suceeyive Debates on this Subject. Motion relative to M. Sombreuil, and 


the Quiberon Expedition. 


Ane from his majef- 
A ty*, relative to his difpo- 
fition to meet-any negotiation on 


the part of the enemy, witha defire 
to give it the fpeedieft effect in 
producing a peace, was read by the 


* The fame which was referred to during the debates on the loan. 


ipeaker 
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fpeaker on the 8th December, pre- 
vious to the re of the budget. 
On the following day, Mr. Pitt 
moved an addrefs in reply. He 
obferved that the fentiments ex- 
preffed in the meflage were con- 
formable to thofe delivered from 
the throne at the commencement 
of the feffion, with a view to the 
formation of a government in 
France, with which a fecure and 
honourable peace might be con- 
cluded. He renewed thofe fenti- 
ments as applicable to the prefent 
French government, the recent 
fucceffes of our allies, and the em- 
barraffment of the enemy’s finances. 

Mr. Sheridan withed to know 
what had occurred, in the {pace of 
five weeks at moft, of fo important 
a nature as to occxfion fuch an al- 
teration of fentiment in the mini- 
fter. In faét, however, he had 
only one week for this change : 
otherwife why not have declared 
it before the fettlement for the 


loan, which would have faved the 


nation two millions? Mr. Sheri- 
dan thought this change of opinion 
could not be fincere, but intended 
to defeat the motion for peace, of 
which Mr. Grey had given previous 
notice. This very government, 
Mr. Sheridan faid, which the mi- 
nifter ftated on the opening of 
the budget to be “ not only on 
the verge but in the gulph of 
bankruptcy, and rapidly approach. 
ing to what muft inevitably over- 
throw or deftroy it;” this very go- 
vernment was now reprefented to 
the houfe not only as a form of 
government with which we may 
fafely negotiate, but as capable of 
maintaining a fecure aud perma- 
nent peace. Would the minifter 
fay. he was more reconciled to 
thofe who exercifed the fundtions 
of government? Of the execu- 
tive directory, four out of five 
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had voted for the death of the king, 
Thefe had been defcribed as men 
who brought on the war, and with 

whom no fettled order of thin 
could take place. The revocation 
of the decree refpeéting internied. 
dling with other governments had 
long fince taken place. That de. 
cree, he obferved, had in fact been 
a retaliation upon the coalition of 
kings againft their own govern. 
meut. This, however, he did not, 
he faid, juftify. What was the 
time when the French government 
was thought fit to be treated with? 
when the rulers of it adopted the 
fyftem of felf-election,—took all 
power into their own hands, — and 
treated with contempt the rights, 
opinions, and interefts of the peo- 
ple? Yet then gentlemen ex. 
claimed, this was fomething like a 
regular government; foimethin 
was now got refembling the Britifh 
conftitution : and indeed, the way 
in which they chofe to exprefs their 
attachment to it, was by their eager. 
nefs to retain its abufes. All this 
looked as if the minifter had fome 
fubterfuge. Mr. Sheridan further 
ftrongly infifted on the propriety 
and neceflity of not confidering any 
= form of government in 
rance as neceffary for peace, 
whenever it could be effeéted on 
fuitable terms; and moved an 
amendment, which in fubftance 
went to exprefs the concern of the 
houfe, that any thing in the inter- 
nal affairs of France fhould have 
induced his majefty to a difpo- 
fition unfavourable to meeting 2 
negotiation for peace with the ence. 
my; that if the prefent circum- 
{tances in France only were ad- 
mitted as a ground for negotiation, 
any change might be confidered as 
a ground for difeontinuing any 
treaty which was begun; and there- 
fore the houfe prayed to have this 
principle 















principle entirely difclaimed, and 
that the form of government in 
France might be no bar to negott- 
ation, whenever a peace could be 
fafely effected; and that his ma- 
jefty would be pleafed to order an 
mmediate negotiation to com- 
ence. 
i The amendment was oppofed by 
Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. M. Ro- 
binfon. In reply to the former, 
Mr. Grey obferved, that none could 
wifh that peace, however defirable, 
fhould be procured even at the rifk 
of inglorious fubmiffion, or that 
fuch a relaxation fhould take place 
in the conduct of the war as to 
revent our exacting thofe terms 
which the king of England was 
entitled to afk. The government 
which the French had chofen, was, 
however, in faét, the fame in prin- 
ciple with the one with which this 
country went to war—that which 
minifters had declared fo odious 
and dangerous, that we could only 
find fafety in its utter deftruéction. 
We had, he faid, firft engaged in 
war with the Briffotines; the fuc- 
ceffors of that party were at prefent 
in power, more moderate indeed, 
but precifely acting upon the fame 
principles, The only difference 
was, they had a council of ancients 
inftead of a committee, and a coun- 
cil of five hundred inftead of a 
national convention, France, he 
obferved, was ftilla republic, one 
and indivifible; and he wifhed to 
know how minifters reconciled the 
condu& of declaring at one time 
that nothing but the deftruétion of 
certain principles could prepare the 
way for peace, and at another tak- 
ing advantage of a very flight va- 
riation of circumftances, to follow 
the line of conduct fo often recom- 
mended to them in vain. At that 
time, Mr. Grey ftated, feveral con- 
tinental powers had concluded trea- 
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ties with the French, which had 
never been violated. He further 
obferved, that we had been baffled 
every where but at fea —had fpent 
above 50 millions fterling — and 
added above 80 millions to the na- 
tional debt. He thought there was 
a part both of the meflage and ad- 
drefs fo equivocal, that he wifhed 
minifters to be tied down really to 
Negotiate by the terms of the 
amendment, which declared the go- 
vernment of France no bar to this 
bufinefs, 

Mr. Pitt obferved that the amend- 
ment went much further than the 
addrefs: it required minifters to 
enter into immediate negotiation, 
whether they faw a proper difpo- 
fition on the part of the enemy or 
not. He denied that our having 
entered into the war was an ag- 
greflion on our part, or that mi- 
nitters had ever afferted that the 
reftoration of monarchy there was 
a fine qua non. From the change 
which had taken place in the 
French government,—from the 
change which had arifen in the 
mode of calling forth its fupplies,— ° 
and, above all, the change in the 
temper and fentiments of the peo- 
ple,— there was a hope that peace 
might be concluded with them at 
this time, which had not exifted at 
any other period of the war, The 
new contftitution, in its formation, 
admitted the falfehood of the doc- 
trine of perfeét equality. They 
admitted of artificial diftinétions, 
which faftened and kept together 
the mafs of fociety. They had laid 
hold of one of the elements which 
contribute to form:a focial {tate for 
man—a mixed form of govern- 
ment :—and their prefent legiflative 
fyftem, however long it might en- 
dure, was conftituted on a prin- 
ciple very different from that of 
pure democracy. The fubject ze 

the 


re 


the decayed finances of France had 
already been fufficiently difcuffed ; 
in addition to what had. been faid, 
he would only call the attention of 
the houfe to the dying confeffion of 
their ofd government, and to the 
infant aéts of the new. Mr. Pitt 
obferved that the Britifh character 
in war had never been more ex- 
alted than in the prefent. What 
had been done in Holland and Ger- 
many? We had gained the three 
moft important points; Martinique, 
Cape Nicola Mole, the Cape of 
Good Hope. If the amendment, 
and the advice of its:promoters, was 
adopted, the difcretion of govern- 
ment would be entirely taken 
away, and the refponfibility dou- 
bled. 

The prefent meafure was confi- 
dered by Mr. Fox as a total retrac- 
tion of allthecharges which had been 
made againft himfelf: for he had 
from the firft maintained the very 
dofrine delivered in his majefty’s 
meiige. The amendment, he con- 
tended, fo far from exceeding, did 
not go to the extent of the meflage: 
it only declared that there were 
no impediments to treating, in the 
form of the government in France. 
In fupporting the amendment, he 
was far from arguing againft the 
addrefs: he was, in fa&, fupporting 
it by what gave it meaning and 
force. The meffage, he faid, ex- 
singed declared that the French 

ad now adopted fuch a form of 
government. that Great Britain 
might fafely treat with them. If 
that was the cafe, what poflible 
objection could there be to a de- 
claration that we would treat with 
them? The fitnefs of that country 
to maintain the relations of peace 
and amity was evident to the whole 
world, and would have been fo to 
the minifter, had he been fincere in 
June lait, when he moved av amend- 
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ment to the motion for a pacific, 
tion, which he called a conditional 
declaration that we were difpofed 
to treat with France whenever there 
was a government capable of main, 
taining thofe relations. With this 
glaring fact before their eyes, would 
the houfe again lea¥Wit in the power 
of minifters to juggle with words? 
Would they not think it prudent 
to bind them down to a {pecific aq 
upon their own words ? If they did 
not, what confidence could they 
have in the prefent declaration 
more than in the paft? Mr. Fox 
inted out many evafions which 
might otherwife occur. The mi. 
nifters, he faid, had perfuaded the 
houfe to leave them open, and had 
neglected the time upon which 
other ftatefmen had wifely feized, 
and happily improved. The gen. 
tlemen with whom he acted, never 
did contend that the French con- 
ftitution was well framed ; and they 
utterly detefted the atrocities that 
had been committed there; they 
had only afferted the capacity of 
that country to maintain faith with 
foreign nations. He thought the 
prefent government no more capa- 
ble of this than any of its predecef- 
fors. The Briflotine party main- 
tained the treaties of their prede- 
ceffors. The execrable tyrant, Ro- 
befpiere, had obferved, with equal 
fidelity, the treaties made with 
Briffot. His fucceffors were equal: 
ly fteady in the external fyftem 
which had been adopted. Confi- 
dering the treaties which minifters 
had made, with whom they had 
made them, and-what aéts of aban- 
doned tyranny they had not dif- 
countenanced, it was not worthy 
the manly character of the Britifh 
nation to abet them in their refif- 
tance toa treaty with France. Mr. 
Fox expatiated with his ufual abi- 
lay on what he conceived the ab- 
furdity 











fardity of confidering Franceasnow 
capable of maintaining the relations 
with foreign powers becaufe their 
diftrefs was fo great that this very 
ftable government was on the point 
of annihilation. If their diftrefs 
was a reafon for treating with them, 
had they not this diftrefs a year aG0> 
when the minifters ftated the de- 
preciation of affignats at eighty per 
ceit? He pointedly ridiculed the 
idea of confidering the prefent ru- 
lers of France as objects of perfeét 
confidence becaufe they had two 
houfes of legiflation inftead of one: 
There was, he faid, fomething fo 
whimfical, and fo unworthy of 
ftatefnen, in that mode of reafon- 
ing, that he would not ftop to an- 
fwer it. Was the Jacobin govern- 
ment deftroyed * Was the govern- 
ment founded on the rights of 
man at an end? Had the declara- 
tion of November 19, 1792, been 
more abandoned than it was two 
years ago? Why had minifters not 
treated before ?—Becaufe they ob- 
jected to treat exprefsly with a go- 
vernment founded on the rights of 
man. He would not, he faid, af- 
fert that the minifter had gone the 
length of afferting that the war 
would be bellum ad internecionem : 
but he ufed a quotation which left 
this impreffion upon his memory ; 
this was, 

——— “ Potuit qua plurima virtus 

Fife, fuit. Tcto certatum eft corftore regni,”” 

Mr. Fox proceeded to afk how 
far we had attained the objects of 
the war. The firft was our obliga- 
tion to defend the States General 
and prevent the opening of the 
Scheldt. Minifters now fpoke of 
treating with France poffeffed of 
Holland. We had then failed for 
Holland. What had we done for 
Auftria, Spain, and Pruffia? From 
a review of the tranfactions of the 
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war, he contended that it had been 
highly difaftrons. On every ac- 
count Mr. Fox thonght it neceffary 
to bind minifters to make peace. 
It was a vulgar opinion, and the 
moft vulgar of epinions; that it 
was conftantly difadvantageous to 
oO gh at war to be the firft to 
offer terms of peace: the experi- 
ence of hiftory proved the very re- 
verfe: and were peace offered to 
the French on reafonable terins, it 
would not be in the power of the 
directory or the council of an- 
cients, nor the two houfes joined, 
to refufe the terms. The people 
would force them to agree to them, 
It had been faid that the prefent 
meffage might have been expected 
from the fpetch at ‘the opening of 
the feflion. The fpeech from the 
throne had, however, produced no 
imprefion on the funds. The 
meflage produced on that day a 
rife in the funds, of five or fix per 
cent, . 

Mr. Dundas faid that nothing 
had fallen from the minifter tending 
to prove that it was Contrary to the 
intereit or honour of a country to 
make advances for peace. There 
were, indeed, fo many indireé& ways 
of founding each other’s intentions, 
that it was frequently difficult to 
difcover which party made the firft 
offer. The argument had only 
gone to prove the injuftice of put- 
ting the executive power under the 
neceflity of making peace, and 
making minifters refponfible for 
the terms. He entered into an ar- 
gument to fhew the difficulty of 
this fituation, and the impraética- 
bilitv of fuccefs. Minifters in fuch 
a fituation ought to be left unfet- 
tered. If this argument was juft, 
and he thought it incontrovertible, 
it mu ft apply againft the amend- 
ment, which bound the hands rod 

t 





the executive power, and laid the 
country at the mercy of France,— 
Mr. Dundas went over the ufual 
ground of argument, to flew that 
the agzreflion was not on our 
fide, and that the war was not Car- 
ried on for the reftoration of the 
ancient defpotifm. When the mo- 
tion for peace was made the pre- 
ceding year, the fucceffes of the 
French were much greater than at 
prefent. The whole eaftern coaft 
of the kingdom was in a panic, 
on account of the refources of 
Holland being gained to France. 
Would it then have been politic 
to negotiate? Could we then even 
have obtained tolerable terms? 
France would have retained her 
power, and, what was {till worfe, 
would have retained her pride.— 
The obje&t of Great Britain was, 
fo to reduce the power of France, 
as to give a probability of a per- 
manent peace; and would it be 
contended that their power was in 
any degree in the fame ftate as at 
the period alluded to? Taking into 
confideration the objects for which 
we had contended, and the nature 
of the enemy, this had been a moft 
fuccefsful war! So far from being 
true was the affertion that from 
the diftraéted ftate of the French 
they muft have been anxious for 
peace laft year, this was the firft 
period when their language or fen- 
timents had fhewn the leaft of a 
pacific difpofition. Mr. Dundas 
faid he thought it neceffary to re- 
mind the houfe that the meffage 
only held out our readinefs to ne- 
gotiate upon honourable terms, and 
vindicated the fincerity of min‘fters 
in the meflages they hatl produced. 
The laft, he faid, could not have 
appeared at a more fuitable time 
than after the fwpplies had been 
granted for carrving on the war 
another year, as the enemy might 
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now be apprifed of our prepara. 
tion for either alternative. After 
a few obfervations from gene. 
ral Smith in favour of the amend. 
ment, and a fhort reply from Mr, 
Sheridan, the amendment was ne. 
gatived without a divifion, and the 
addrefs carried. 

The meffave was brought downto 
the houfeof lords by lord Grenville, 
December goth, who on the follow. 
ing day moved an addrefs, exactly 
fimilar to that in the commons, 
which, after a fhort debate, was 
agreed to. 

Very foon after the recefs, Mr, 
Grey obferved in the houfe of 
lcommons, that, from the meffage 
delivered from his majefty, a gene- 
ral expectation of returning peace 
had been excited, and a general 
defire of knowing whether it was 
ftill at a diftance, or whether we 
were ftill to profecute the war. As 
the chancellor of the exchequer re- 
plied that he did not think it in- 
cumbent upon him to anfwer fuch 
a queftion at prefent, Mr. Grey 
proceeded to give notice of his in- 
tended motion for peace, which he 
introduced to the houfe on 1¢th 
February. He obferved, that, con- 
trary to the hopes that had been 
formed, no negotiation for peace 
had taken place, but that minifters 
appeared determined to profecute 
the conteft to extremity ; that 
they had totally changed the lan- 
guage with which they fet out: it 
was no longer the prefervation of 
focial order, the fafety of regular 
government,-or the extirpation of 
doétrines hoftile to tranquillity ;— 
the expedient was now recurred 
to of deluding the people with the 
hopes of peace, while they were de- 
termined to perfevere in the fyftem 
ef warfare. Mr. Grey took a re- 
view of our embarkation in the 
war, and contended that the confe- 

. quences 
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yences which followed were thofe 
we had reafon to expect. A con- 
federacy deftitute of union, of ob- 


jet, and concert, and with feparate 


views to the individual intereft of 
each, could not be fuccefsful. He 
took areview of the difafters which 
had arifen in the different cam- 
paigns, and the repeated motions 
which had been fubmitted to the 
houfe for the purpofe of promot- 
ing a negotiation with the enemy, 
From the defertion of feveral allies, 
we were now, he obferved, likely 
to have the whole weight of the war 
thrown upon our own fhoulders. 
Another campaign was about to 
take place, and the emperor was to 
have another loan. In_ bringing 
forward his prefent motion, Mr. 
Grey obferved, the queftion ap- 
peared difembarraffed of many to- 
pics which it formerly involved. 
The French were no longer heard 
of as the avowed enemies of God 
and man: we had now no objec- 
tion to contemplate them as a re- 
public one and indivifible, founded 
on the bafis of liberty, equality, fra- 
ternity, and the rights of man. The 
arguments. refpecting the decay of 
their finances were now no longer 
adduced as a reafon why minifters 
fhould not negotiate. He by no 
means pretended to affert but that 
every thing mult depend upon the 
terms to be propofed and accepted; 
but had any advances in negotiation 
heen made? He fhould, he faid, 
he told to rely on the wifdom of 
minifters, and the gracious difpofi- 
tion of his majefty, which, through 
his minifters, he had lately com- 
municated to that houfe and to 
the country; but he was no friend 
to a blind confidence jn minifters 
who had fo repeatedly fewn them- 
felves unworthy of it. 1f minifters 
meantto prove themfelves fincere 
6 
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in their defire for peace, they ought 
to make direct propofals. It might 
be faid this was humiliating. When 
a nation was fuccetsful in war, it 
was generous to wave the advan- 
tage, and affume the language of 
moderation to the enemy: when 


they were equal, overtures of peace 


were equally honourable. But if we 
were engaged in a war eminently 
difaftrous, misfortune fhould teach 
us humility, and fubmiffion to an 
alternative which our folly had 
rendered inevitable. By exprefs 
declaration from this country, 
France was not to be treated with; 
and this pofition had never been 
retracted. It was, therefore, de- 
ferving of inquiry, ‘whether the 
meflage was a virtual acknowledge- 
ment, and whether fomething more 
explicit was required. The ob- 
noxious principles of the French 
had been formally difclaimed; and 
we ought unequivocally to ac- 
knowledge the republic, and with 
this bring forward our propofals. 
Mr. Grey declared, that he was fo 
little difpofed to fetter the opera- 
tions of minifters in any real en- 
deavours to obtain peace, that, if 
he could have any affurance that 
they were negotiating, he would 
gladly withdraw his motion. He 
concluded with moving for an ad- 
drefs to his majefty, praying him 
to communicate to the executive 
government of the French republic 
his readinefs to meet any difpoti- 
tion to .negotiate, with an earneft 
defire to give it the fpecdieft etfect. 

Mr. Pict fiid, that, however he 
might be difpofed to favour that 
obje&t which the motion appeared 
principally to have in view, he 
could not concede to the grounds 
on which it had been followed up. 
The fate of the country was far 


different from that held owt; aod 
no 
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no temporary reverfe in the for- 
tune of war, no internal preffure in 
our domeftic fituation, had yet pro- 
duced that humiliation. Mr. Pitt 
contended that our fucceffes had 
been fuch as to obviate any ob- 
ftacle to negotiation on the fcore of 
national honour ; and therefore the 
difficulties which formerly exifted, 
and which had been formerly urged 
by thofe with whom he acted, were 
certainly leffened. The progrefs of 
meafures which were neceffary in 
fuch a fituation of affairs, could, 
however, only be left fafely to the 
conduét of the executive govern- 
ment. If the houfe was of opinion 
this could not be done with fafety, 
the proper mode was to addrefs 
his majefty to remove his minifers; 
but by applying to take it into 
their own hands, they deprived the 
country of every chance of fuc- 
cefsful negotiation, It was his 
with, Mr. Pitt faid, to do juftice 
to his own conduét and thefe with 
whom he aded; but it was diffi- 
cult to fay much upon ftate affairs 
without breaking in upon that 
principle which guided every dif- 
creet minifler on fubjects of this 
nature. !t was particularly fo in 
the prefent fituation of affairs, 
when it would be ruinous to do 
any thing which could poffibly 
raife any fufpicion, or create any 
difunion amongft our allies, who, 
if they remained entire, might give 
honourable and lafting peace to 
Europe. After enlarging upon the 
necetlity and importance of pre- 
ferving this union entire, Mr, Pitt 
obferved, that it was important for 
the fupporters of the motion, to 
confider whether the meafures 
which they might wifh to recom- 
mend were fuch as might oblige 
the Country to give up the chance 
ef a fuccefsful peace altogether, 
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or to make it on terms inconfif, 
tent with the honour of the nation, 
If the motion was adopted, the pro. 
{pect of peace mutt either be entire. 
ly given up, or pea: e muft be made 
on terms inconfiftent with our ho. 
nour. An honourable peace might be 
had by perfeverance in the vigorous 
conduét we had hitherto purfued, 
This, he faid, he knew from the ftate. 
ment they had themfelves given of 
their almoft exhaufted means for 
carrying on the war. Since his 
majefty’s meflage had been deli. 
vered to the houfe, minifters had 
taken every meafure, confiftent 
with the interefis of the count 
and of her allies, to enable his ma. 
jefty to take any opportunity either 
to meet overtures for negotiation, 
or to make fuch as might be found 
moft expedient: the only point to be 
confidered was the profpect of ob. 
taining jutt and honourable terms, 
Meafures had been taken toafcertain 
thefe points; which, if ‘the enemy 
was é, 
negotiation. Whether that would 
lead to peace, muft depend upon 
whether the exhaufted ftate of the 
enemy led them to form that nego- 
tiation with a view to peace, very 
different, as to the terms, from any 
which their public declarations had 
for a long time paft indicated: if 
this was not the cafe, a f{peedv 
peace was impoflible. He could 
not, he faid, hold out a profpect 
of immediate peace; but it would 
not be the fault of minifters if the 
period was remote. It refted, how- 
ever, not only with us, but with 
the enemy, whether negotiation 
would lead to peace. According 
to report, what they held out as the 
boon of peace, was, thet they were 
ready to give peace, becaufe the 
Englifh government afked it: that 
is, we were to fue for it, and = 
ou 


ncere, muft lead to a fpeedy 
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don all for which our anceftors 
had fought; abandon our allies, 
and the fafety of all Europe, and 
facrifice to France every thing that 
is dear to us. -If the motion was 
adopted, he could not fay what 
overtures we fhould or fhould not 
receive; but while we fhewed con- 
fidence in our refources, he did 
not fear that the meafures which 
were in train, might prove effec- 
tual. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that whe- 
ther the feafon for negotiation was 
advantageous or not, when com- 
pared with thofe which had occur- 
red in paft periods, it was certainly 
fo, when compared with any which 
might be expeéted in future, how- 
ever numerous our victories, or un- 
precedented our fuccefs. In juf- 
tification of the meafures which he 
had formerly propofed, he would 
afk whether we were in a fituation 
now in which more honourable 
terms of peace might be expected 
than when the enemy were driven 
out of the Dutch provinces? — 
routed in every battle in Flan- 
ders?—compelled to retreat with- 
in their own territory ? — when 
Valenciennes was taken ?— when 
2 confiderable impreflion was made 
upon them by the emperor in the 
north, and by Spain in the fouth ? 
-—and when they had not one inch 
of ground beyond Old France ?— 
We were then told we were to wait 
for peace till the misfortunes of 
the foe fhould lay him proftrate at 
our feet! — On other occafions, 
Mr. Fox obferved, that he had 
withed for a pacific negotiation 
when the country was far more ad- 
vantageoufly fituated than at pre- 
fent. He ftrongly recommended 
our adoption of the conduét held 
out by them in abjuring fentiments 


eee to other countries, by 
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declaring our departure from the 
fyitem of fuch interference in their 
affairs as fhould tend to reftore the 
ancient monarchy. — Till we had 
done this, we had not gone fo far 
as France towards a negotiation. — 
We were, he obferved, told, that 
the meffage from his majefty was 
the natural confequence of his 
fpeech at the opening of the feflion. 
Six weeks might be confidered as 
having elapfed fince the commu- 
nication to the houfe, that the 
French had a government with 
which we might treat: but in 
that time nothing ‘had been done 
that was worth the public notice. 
This had happened, not in the 
middle of a campaign, but during 
an armiftice, when even parliament 
was not fitting; for the meflage 
was communicated upon the eve of 
along adjournment when the exe- 
cutive government had more op- 
portunity to expedite a treaty. He 
could not but wifh to know 
why no fteps had been taken ? 
If the profeffions of the minifter 
were true, he could not, he faid, 
fee what rendered an explanation 
of the proceedings of government 
a fubjeét of fuch particular deli- 
cacy in the prefent war. If he 
would allow that he was engaged 
in a clandeftine negotiation, of the 
benefits of which he would deprive 
the allies, and of which he would 
confequently keep them ignorant, 
then fome motive for his conduc 
might be conceived: but, if he was 
really acting in concert with them, 
where cree 2 be the harm, though 
he were to lay all the papers that 
paffed upon the fubjeét before the 
houfe? Mr. Fox remarked, that, lat 
year, when the loan was granted to 
the emperor, it was objected that we 
did not bind him to perfevere in the 


profecution ofthe war longer than he 
H thought 
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thought fit; and the anfwer was, 
that if he was bound to profecute 
the war, we muft come ourfelves 
under the fame reftriction. We 
were now told we could not make 

ace without our allies. The ma- 
nifeftation of a fincere defire to 
make peace would, he contended, 
be highly popular in this country, 
and grateful to all Europe: and 
could it be thought that we fhould 
make worfe terms of peace with 
France becaufe they know our de- 
fire to be fincere? Was it not, on 
the contrary, to be feared, that the 
mutual alienation of affection, and 
the mutual diftruft which has fub- 
fitted between the two countries, 
would create more difficulties in the 
way of negotiation, than even the 
terms that might be propofed. In 
former wars, the obftructions to 
pacification had uniformly arifen 
more from the temper of the ad- 
verfe countries than the fpecific 
terms brought upon the tapis. This 
was obvioufly the cafe in the glo- 
rious war of the fucceffion. Such 
had been the afperity difplayed on 
both fides in the prefent conteft,that 
the temper of governments would 
occafion a difhiculty no lefs formi- 
dable than any which might arife 
in the difcuffion of terms ; and this 
difficulty, Mr. Fox thought, would 
not be removed by fome parts of 
the minifter’s fpeech. It might 
be faid that the conduct of the di- 
reCtory was fimilar to our own; 
but this conduéct did not juftify 
ours. The affertion, that the mo- 
tion would fo cramp and humiliate 
government as torender an honour- 
wble negotiation impoffible, had 
been fo often made that it had loft 
its force. When it was propof- 
ed to declare the government of 
France in a negotiable fituation, 
the propofition was fcornfully re- 


jected; and now this very declan. — 
tion was made at the commence. _ 
ment of a negotiation. As to the 
royal prerogative of making peace 
when and how his majefty pleafes, 
none could doubt it; but none, og 
the other hand, could doubt the 
prerogative of the commons, of 
England to advife his majefty both 
on the time and the terms of paci- 
fication... It was faid by lord North, 
in the American war, that it was 
the height of indiforetion in the 
parliament to interfere with the 
prerogative of the king in making 
peace. This argument was wifely 
rejected; and by the declaratiog 
of parliament, the hon. gentleman 
and his affociates were enabled at 
that time to conclude a_ peace, 
There were, he obferved, certain 
bugbears which had ever been 
held out by minifters to parliament, 
and which had been difpofed of 
according to its good fenfe at the 
time. Fortunately for the people, 
their conftituents had not always 
paid that attention to them which 
on fuperficial obfervation they feem 
to claim. However wild the fenti. 
ments of the directory of France 
might be concerning peace, thefe 
fentiments ought not to deter us 
trom offering terms. Let us meet 
their demands with reafonable overs 
tures, which would have a greatet 
effect than the moft ftrenuots res 
fiftance, in relaxing their exertions. 
He knew, he faid, reafon had lit- 
tle effe& in the government of 
mankind, and that juftice and mo- 
deration often yielded to power? 
and lawlefs might. Poland was 
one example of this; but there 
were examples of a contrary na 
ture. —One of thefe was, when @ 
war was meditated againft Rutha, 
by England, at fea, and Pruffia by 
land, which was entirely fubdued 
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by reafon and moderation. ‘ Let 
us, Mr. Fox faid, manifeft to the 
world a {pirit of moderation, and 
this night addrefs his majeity to 
commence a negotiation with the 
republic of France. I fay, republic, 
for there is more in names than we 
can imagine.” He noticed the 
reat care with which minifters 
ufed the term French rulers, per- 
fons exercifing the goverment of 
France, &c. and that they had fent 
an ambaflador to the court of Louis 
XVIIIth. Could they imagine, after 
fuch infults, they fhould be treated 
with, without a previous acknow- 
ledgement? He argued, that the 
motion was calculated to ferve mi- 
nifters in forming a negotiation. 
With refpect to the relative fitua- 
tion of Great Britain, Mr. Fox 
did not wifh to fpeak. He was lit- 
tle inclined to defpondence : but if 
any thing could make him defpond, 
it would be that {pecies of reafon- 
ing, when, after being told of the 
increafed national debt, the taxes, 
&c. he was defired to look at the 
ruined finances of France for com- 
fort, which were quickly hurrying 
that power to the precipice of de- 
{truction ; fo that in proportion as 
the enemy retreated from the com- 
mon aby{s which would {wallow 
both up, we were encouraged to 
be under no apprehenfions for our 
own fafety. The French might be 
in more diftrefs than the people of 
this country: but it appeared to 
him poor comfort to the afflicted, 
to hear that their enemies would 
fall before them. Were we to fuc- 
ceed in the moft romantic hopes 
of eftablifhing a government in 
France, it would not indemnify us 
for the evils of wor which we had 
¢xperienced ‘already, and which, 
if peace was at that hour to be 
made, we muft feel, day after 
day, year after Year, nay, 2ge at- 
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ter age. Allowing; however, all 
that could be urged, could any man 
be bold enongh not to wifh peace 
becaufe the finances of France were 
more deranged than our own? 
Rather than continue the war fot 
another campaign, independent of 
moral reafons, he would not give 
up honour, dignity, or liberty, but 
he would give up every queftion 
of etiquette, of ambition, or na- 
tional vanity. He wifhed not, he 
faid, for a difhonourable peace, 
or a peace on any other terms than 
fuch as were worthy the charac- 
ter and fituation of the country ; 
but fuch he entirely thought might 
be obtained. On the divifion of 
the houfe, there appeared for the 
motion so, againft it 189. 

Ina few days after the above dif- 
cuffion, viz. onthe 26thof Febru- 
ary, general M‘Leod addrefled the 
houfe of commons refpecting a let- 
ter which had appeared in a morn- 
ing paper, itating that there had 
been an importation from Cuba to 
Jamaica of roo blood-hounds, at- 
tended by 20 Spanith chaffeurs, for 
the purpofe of hunting the Maroon 
rebels; and that they had proceeded 
into the woods, where, it was the opi- 
nion of the inhabitants, they would 
produce the defired effect. ‘The cir- 
cumitance, he obferved, muft re- 
call to the remembrance of the 
houfe the atrocities formerly com- 
mitted by the Spaniards in the 
iland of Cuba, where they hunt- 
ed down the original ty ep of 
the land. He fincerely hoped the 

overnment of Jamaica had not 
Pent to Cuba for thefe means of ex- 
terminating the Maroons, the pro- 
prietors of a part of the foil; but 
thought, for the credit of the na- 
tion, that parliament was interefted 
in difcovering the truth of the nar- 
ration. 

Mr, Pitt faid that nothing could 
Hz be 
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bie more foreign from the ideas of 
minifters, than carrying on war in 
fuch a mode. Mr. Yorke, how- 
ever, obferved that the ufe of blood- 
hounds, in difcovering the haunts 
of murderers, &c. was nothing 
new; and that the Maroons maffa- 
cred, without mercy, every enemy 
that fell in their way. It was there- 
fore very poffible they had been in- 
troduced for the purpofe of facili- 
tating the detection of thefe mif- 
creants, who, from their know- 
ledge of the country, could eafily 
conceal themfelves from common 
purfuit. 

On the 21ft of March, general 
M‘Leod brought forward a mo- 
tion on this fubjeét. He produced 
an original letter ftating the tranf- 
action *, and obferved that the firft 
queftion that prefented itfelf upon 
it was, who were the Maroons? 
the refult of which was, that they 
were men, freemen, and the de- 
fcendants of freemen. The fecond 
was, what were thefe blood-hounds? 
the refult of which would be, that 
they were dogs which the Spaniards 
had found of great ufe upon their 
difcovery of Mexico, for the pur- 


‘ pote of extermination. But could 


the parliament of Great Britain 
wink at enorimities like thefe ? It had 


been, the general faid, ufual in Cabg 
for the Spaniards to feed the d 

with human flefh, to make them 
unnaturally ferocious. It had beey 
common among them to {plit g 
child in two, or cut up an Indian 
in quarters, to feaft their dogs, 
Would the houfe of commons fit 
carelefs, while 50 coupie of blood. 
hounds were imported from Cuba, 
and 20 chafieurs, to purfue the 
fame bloody and inhuman fport? 
And who were the fport{men? 
Britifh fubjects, Britith foldiers, and 
Britifh officers! “Phere was, at the 
fame time, Po account of our war 
with the Maroons. We knew not 
what provocation they had given; 
But allowing the war was in de- 
fence of our rights, yet we had no 
right torefort to unjuftifiable means 
in its profecution. We had no 
right to purfue them with blood. 
hounds into their inmoft recefles; 
and he had authority to ftate, thar 
it was not merely in their fallying 
forth and incurfions we ufed fuch 
refiftance. After urging every ar: 
gument againft this infamous prac- 
tice, drawn both from the laws of 
war and the principles of morality, 
he adverted to the dreadful proba- 
bility of retaliation. It was not 
he faid; his intention to move for 


* “ Strance might the idea appear, but’tis a fa, we have imported from Cuba one hun- 
dred blood-hounds, attended by twenty Spanifh chaffeurs; and they laft Friday proceeded 
into the woods to hunt and deftroy the enemy. It is the opinion of people in general, 
they will have the defired effet. Query, What effe@ will it have on Mr. Wilberforce? 
I fuppofe he thrinks at the idea of hunting huinan fieth and blood, as he is pleafed to 
fivle them, with blood-hounds. We all with him prefent.. We had fevere duty during 


Chrifinas holidays, in keeping guard in and about this town, that being the critical 
juncture to obferve the difpofitions of the flaves; but I am happy to fay, they are unis 
verfally well affected, and I never faw a quicter Chrifiimas; there’ is very little to be 
dreaded from them. One-half Kingtton is in Trefawny ; have been there thitfe three 
months myfelf; have bees in one expedition againft the Maroons, in Charleftown: they 
immediately lay down their arms. In addition to a number of fine fellows that have 
lon their lives, i, has cofi the country above half a million fince the commencement of 
this unfortunate war, You would fearcely credit that 500 of thefe fellows could fo long 
Fithfand upwards of 5000 troops, which are the umber againfi them; they get into the 
Mhterior parts of the mountains, and ‘tis impoflible to get at them. I fuppofe you are 
almog tired of reading; if not, I am almof tired ef writing ; fo will conclude this fub* 
Jeet by withing a {peedy extirpation to them,” . 
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any cenfure on any commander or 
oficer, but merely for official pa- 

rs. The general concluded by 
moving for an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, praying that he would give 
directions for laying before the 
houfe whatever has been received 
refpecting the mode of carrying on 
war againft the Maroons. 

The motion was oppofed by Mr. 
.Dundas, who ftated that no infor- 
mation had reached miniflers that 
thefe dogs were ufed for the pur- 

fe of carrying on the war. He 

ad never heard that the Maroon 
war had originated with us; he had, 
indeed, heard they were ina ftate 
of infurrection againft the govern- 
ment and people of Jamaica with- 
out the fmalleft provocation. In 
the war, the inhabitants of Jamaica 
fuffered dreadfully from theMaroons, 
who, living in almoft inacceflible 
places on the heights, defcended in 
the dead of night, and after having 
maffacred whole multitudes, retired 
where the whole force of the ifland 
had been found inadequate to dif- 
lodge them. In this fituation the 
planters were obliged to be conti- 
nually under arms; and finding 
many of their troops deftroyed by 
efforts to fupprefs them, though 
their numbers did not exceed 400 
men, it was natural to adopt fuch 
practical means as appeared moft 
likely to crufh the infurreétion. 
The ufe made of thefe blood- 
hounds in Cuba was, he faid, merely 
to prevent negroes from running 
away, or to difcover the way they 
had taken. The grounds for the 
motion were, he contended, too 
imperfect to induce the houfe to 
acquiefce in the propofition. How 
far it could refolve on the propriety 
orimpropriety of the meafure which 
had been reforted to, was another 
quettion. If the complaint was 
true, the neceflary meafures would 
Certainly be taken to remove the 
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evil; and from the mere rumour 
which had been received, minifters 
had fent off difpatches exprefling 
their difapprobation of the mea- 
fure, if any fuch had occurred, 

The character of the governor 
of Jamaica (lord Balcarras) was 
vindicated by Mr. Barham, who 
ftated the Maroon war to have ori- 
ginated from the mild punifhment 
inflicted upon one of thefe people, 
for a crime which, in this country, 
would have been punifhed with 
death. Mr. M. Robinfon thought 
the letter infufficient ground forthe 
motion, had not the defence of Mr. 
Dundas admitted the fact of blood- 
hounds being empioyed in the war. 
The {mall number of Maroons, he 
obferved, was an additional reafon 
againft the introduction of a means 
of war abhorrent to human na- 
ture. 

Mr. Sheridan expatiated upon 
the horrors of this addition to 
the neceflary calamities of war, 
He proieffed himfelf forry to hear 
that the Maroon war was a war 
of extermination; which he un- 
derftood was the cafe, as it was 
ftated that Jamaica could not be 
fafe till the Maroons were dettroy- 
ed. Was it not ftrange, that the 
whole force of the ifland was in- 
adequate to this end, without the 
introduétion of fuch abominable 
means? They had been driven to 
arms by opprefhon, the breach of 
treaty, and in vindication of their 
rights. One gentleman (Mr. Bar- 
ham) had afferted that they were 
not to be treated as Maroons, but as 
rebels. Was, then, the refiftance 
of an independent nation, with 
whom this country. had figned a fo- 
lemn treaty which it afterwards vio- 
lated, to be confidered as a {tate of 
rebellion? The tendency of tuch 
meafures was to drive them, by 
cruelty, to nourith fuch a reflection 
of their wrongs, as would render 
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them in fiffure incapable of pre- 
ferving amity towards this country. 
Would it be faid that the Maroons, 
when in habits of intercourfe with 
the planters, were either ufelefs or 
intraétable? The flight punith- 
ment alluded to, had been that 
of publicly whipping through the 
town a poor Maroon, charged 
with ftealing a pig. Such was the 
pride of this independent people, 
they preferred death to an ignom!- 
nious punifhment. Nor had we @ 
right to try him, “ as, by an expre/s 
fRipulation in the treaty with this 
people, they were to be tried by a 
tribunal of theirown.” Complaints 
were made by the Maroon chiefs of 
this violation: we refufed redrefs ; 
and thus, he faid, the war had 
originated. 

Mr. Courtenay obferved that this 
meafure appeared to have been de- 
fended, though indireétly. One 
gentlemen had hoped no improper 
ufe would be made of the blood- 
hounds. What proper ufe could 
they be of againft men? Would 
they be inflructed not to hurt the 
men when they caught them? 
Fox-hounds, when fet on, would 
tear a man to pieces. As a poor 
woman, with her child in herarms, 
had ftood upon the beach in Ja- 
maica, fome of the blood-hounds 
had faftened upon her, and could 
not be taken away till they were 
pierced with a bavonet. Such 
were the animals of which it was 
hoped no saproper ufe would be 
made! In confideration of the af- 
furance given by Mr, Dundas, ge- 
neral M:Leod, after afferting that 
he would never abandon this fub- 
yet till he was fatisfied that govern- 
ment had really difpatched orders 
for terminating a practice fo inju- 
rious to the Britif name, confented 
to withdraw his motion. In the 
courte of debate, thecharacter of the 


governor of Jamaica received from 
all parties great encomiums. : 
On the 13th of April, Mr. She. 
ridan moved for feveral papers re, 
lative to the Weft India expedition, 
the production of which was ob. 
jected to by the chancellor of the 
exchequer. The debate was re, 
fumed Apri] 21ft, when Mr. She. 
ridan obferved, that no reafon had 
been offered for their non-produc. 
tion, This, he contended, was 
part of the plan of minitlers; it 
was calculated to conceal their blun. 
ders, and to hide theirincapacity, and 
was a practice unknown to former 
parliaments —a practice which muk 

effectually preclude any inqui 
into the conduét of adminiftration, 
The minifter had, he obferved, lat 
year regretted the latenefs of the 
feafon, which prevented him from 
entering into the merits of the war 
in the Weft Indies; and had de- 
clared his conviction, that it would 
redound to the credit of minifters, 
How was it then, that the motion 
was now oppofed? No man in that 
houfe, Mr. Sheridan faid, would, 
he was certain, affert that no blame 
was imputable to thefe who had 
the conduét of the war, or of the 
Weft India expedition. After the 
conquefts of firC. Grey, what had 
been the treatment .he received? 
From the hour of his “departure to 
his return, not one detachment, he 
believed nota fingle man, had been 
fent him. If, by this neglect, we 
had loft the greateft part of our 
conquetts ; if, by the delay of equip- 
ments in 1794, men had been kept 
in floating peft-houfes till they pe- 
rifhed with difeafe, was it, or was 
it not, a ground for inquiry But 
how was this to be obtained with- 
outdocuments? He would, he faid, 
undertake to prove that much blame 
was imputable to minifters in the 
expedition under admiral Chriftiaa, 
| and, 
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and, if the houfe would go into the 
inquiry, that all our failures and dif- 
ces were attributable to the fame 
caufe. After fir John Jervis left 
the Weft Indies, he had intelli- 
ence that feveral of the officers had 
ved in fuch a way as demanded 
an inquiry into their conduct. 
None had, however, been inftitut- 
ed; for minifters feared recrimina- 
tion. In the cafe of admiral Corn- 
wailis, they had not, however, been 
fo tender; by the curious fentence 
of the court by which he was tried, 
he was right and wrong; blame 
was imputable to him, but no cen. 
fure merited, After inftancing fe- 
veral proofs of mifconduét, Mr. 
Sheridan moved for a return of the 
men loft by fatigue and difeafe in 
the Weft India expedition. This, 
he faid, would convince the houfe 
how much the drain from the three 
kingdoms muft injure population, 
and weaken the country. The 
troops fent out were fo dread- 
fully negleéted, as to be deftitute 
even of thoes and ftockings; and 
in this fituation, with bleeding feet, 
had to encounter the burning fands. 
He next moved for an account of 
the number of men withdrawn 
from the Weft India expedition, 
for that of Quiberon.— Another for 
the correfpondence ef the Weit In- 
dia expedition with minifters rela- 
tive to neceflary reinforcements.— 
An account of the reinforcements 
which had arrived in the Weft In- 
dies -of the number fent to St. 
Domingo, and what for—and of 
the number of menand ftaff officers 
employed under the earl of Moira 
in 1794 and 1795. The objec of 
this was, he faid, to inquire why 
this armament was not fent to the 
relief of the iflands. Why was 
fuch an armament kept idle and un- 
employed, the ridicule and con- 
tempt of the country? To its 
leader no blame could attach. He, 
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Mr. Sheridan faid, was, he under. 
ftood, ready to prove at the bar of 
the houfe that the difgrace of the 
expedition was aloneattributable to 
the imbecility of minifters. His 
next motion would, he faid, be for 
an account of the number of men 
and officers loft fince the return of 
fir C. Grey, fpecifying the lofs of 
each regiment, and an account of 
all the ftores and the number of 
fhipsemployed. While gaudy, ex- 
penfive, and inactive camps were 
difplayed at home, the troops in the 
Weft Indies had been cruelly neg- 
leéted, and had been faved only 
by the difeafes amongft the troops 
of the enemy. Of our troops, the 
2gth regiment had, he faid, loft 
400: and in June, the hofpitals 
of Martinique weve crouded by 
Britith officers and foldiers,. who 
were in want not only of medicine, 
but even of bandages for their 
wounds. It was, he faid, a well- 
known faét, that 90 or 100 men, 
who had been put into a tranfport 
to be brought home, had, upon 
fome difpute about freighting, been 
relanded upon the beach, covered 
with wounds, and many without 
limbs, where they were left for a 
night to the mercy of the elements; 
and only feven or eight furvived. 
When fuch grounds for inquiry 
exifted, how could it be refufed by 
the houfe? His next motion fhould, 
he faid, be for accounts of the 
number who had died in the ports 
of Plymouth, Southampton, and 
Portfmouth; and for copies of let- 
ters from the mayor of Portfmouth, 

colonel Lennox, and other officers. 
This would inform the houfe, that 

troops in thofe places had daily ex- 

pired through fatigue. When, on 


a former night, he had urged the 


fhocking neglect of leaving troops 
ftowed in fhips for feven months, 
a prey to difeaie and death, many 
dead bodies thrown overboard, and 
tl 4 others 























others carrie] through the ftreets 
without coffins, the minifter had 
held his information cheap, .and 
prefumed to deny the fact. Ithad, 
however, been authenticated by fe- 
veral officers on board; and the 
mayor of Plymouth had frequently 
remonftrated with government on 
this account. Mr. Sheridan’s next 
motion was for the produétion of 
extracts of letters from general A- 
bercrombie and admiral Chriftian, 
with an account of the tranfport 
board, and the number of flips 
foundered or miffing, To this he 
added a motion for a copy of his 
majefty’s proclamation, tranfmitted 
to fir Adam Williamfon, ‘which 
threw light upon the with-holding 
of reinforcements fromthe Weft In- 
dies, as it ftated that his majefty dif- 
dained ufing force, exprefled his 
feelings for the diftrefles of the peo- 
ple, and wifhed to be confidered 
not as a conqueror, ‘but as an e- 
mancipator, when he pleafed to 
eftablifh martial law in the ifland. 
If the papers for which he moved 
were produced, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
he would prove to the houfe a mott 
folemn charge of mifconduct on 
the part of minifters, who, if they 
felt bold on the occafion, ought to 
exult in the opportunity prefented 
for vindicating their characters. 
Mr. Dundas remarked the fingu- 
lar predicament in which minitters 
were placed, by motions for a va- 
riety of papers, which, from their 
public duty, thev could not indif- 
criminately lay before the public ; 
yet were they to be charged with a 
with to cheek difcuflion by their 
non-production. He contradicted 
having, in a former feflion, pledged 
himfelf to a general inquiry; but 
whatever were the fneers he might 
meet with, he could affure the houfe, 
that a day fhou!d come when the 
Weft India bufinefs, with his ma- 





BRITISH AND 





iaweingnents ween it could be 
with public fafety. He point 
cenfured Mr. Sheridan be nen 
fo long delayed his motions, whe 
on the firft day of the feffions, he 
had talked in a lofty ftyle of the 
grofs mifmanagement of the war jp 
the Weit Indies, and yet had not til] 
that time thought of moving for 
papers on which toproceed. Four 
regiments from Cork, under gene, 
ral White, had, he ftated, arrived 
in the Weft Indies previous to the 
departure of fir C. Grey. Nor 
could fir Charles think thofe iflands 
defencelefs, fince he had difpatch, 
ed thefe regiments to St. Domingo, 
He withed for time to confider the 
motions, that minifters might judge 
what they could, and what th 
could not, affent to; for which they 
would, at a future time, affign theig 
reafons. This propofal was acy 
ceded to by Mr. Sheridan, whoex- 
plained, that the delay which had 
taken place in this bufinefs arofe 
from his exped¢tation that the whole 
conduc of minifters would have 
been fubjected to inquiry, and from 
the force failing under admiral 
Chriftian, when it might have beeg 
objected that it was improper to 
call for papers which might difclofe 
what it was right to conceal. Still, 
he obferved, no attempt had beeg 
made to fhew that the communica 
tions he called for were inconfiftent 
with public fafety. If, he faid, fig 
C. Grey had fent off fo large a re- 
inforcement for the fecurity of the 
ifland without the inftruétions of 
minifters, or the expectation of a 
larger reinforcement, a heavy re 
fponfibility attached to him. Te 
account for this, he fhould think it 
neceflary to move, “ that fir C. 
Grey be directed to attend at the 
bar of the houfe.” 

Mr. Dundas explained, thet 


jeftv’s permiffion, fhould be 
in 
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did not fay fir C. Grey might not 
expect other reinforcements, or that 
he thought the Weft Indies would 
be fafe without them after he came 
away. The former ftatement of Mr. 
Dundas was, however, confidered 
by Mr. Fox as having been intend- 
ed to convey the idea which had 
been adopted —he thought inquiry 
additionally neceffary for the cha- 
racter of firC.Grey. An altercation 
arofe upon this occafion, in which 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr, Fran- 
cis, and general Tarleton, vindi- 
cated the conduct of fir C. Grey, 
which they thought arraigned by 
what had fallen from Mr. Dundas, 
who, with Mr. Pitt, paid the highett 
compliments to that gallant com- 
mander. Mr Grey, who had been 
abfent during the debate, declared 
it the earneft with of the honour- 
able perfon alluded to,to have every 
inquiry inftituted which could re- 
fpect any tranfaétion in which he 
was concerned, as far as was con- 
fiftent with the public intereft, and 
begged that no inference might be 
drawn from any fuppofed opinion 
of that perfon which was not war- 
ranted by papers explaining the prin- 
ciples upon which he had a¢ted. 
The debate, which had been ad- 
journed, re-commenced April 28th, 
when, after the firft motion had 
been read, Mr. Dundas entered into 
a very extended defence of the con- 
dué& of miniflers. Of the fmall 
force we had in 1793 (the confe- 
quence of our reduced peace efta- 
blifhment) and which did not quite 
amount to :7,000 men, four regi 
ments were difpatched ta the Weft 
Indies; and from the firft appear- 
ance of hoftilities, fuch orders were 
given as enabled us to re-capture 
almoft the whole of our pofleffions 
in that quarter. Tobago, St. Pierre, 
and Miquelon, were foon re-taken ; 
and, indeed, the whole of the Weft 











HISTORY, 12} 
Indies, fo far from being neglected, 
firft obtained the protection of gos 
vernment. In the fummer of 1793, 
it was propofed that fir C, Grey 
and fir J. Jervis fhould embark with 
19,0co men; that force was, how- 
ever, diminifhed to 6000; but, joined 
to the force already there, compofed 
11,000 effective men. With this di- 
minution of force, it was impoffible, 
he obferved, to effcé all that might 
have been otherwife effected; but 
the higheft praifes were due to fir C, 
Grey for the fervices he performed. 
On the reafoning of fome gentlemen, 
he faid, it could not be denied that 
cenfure was to be inferred. If their 
arguinent was good, the condué 
of that gallant officer was wrong ; 
but he denied both thefe propofi- 
tions, and contended direétly the re- 
verfe, that fir C. Grey was right, and 
the cenfure of his condué wrong, 
The event of that expedition was the 
capture of Martinique, St. Lucie, 
and Guadaloupe. Thefe firC, Grey 
had no uneafinefs about retaining. 
In fending the four regiments to 
St. Domingo, he was folely govern- 
ed by his own difcretion; and it 
was certainly a ferviceable mea- 
fure ; but all its confequences were 
to be attributed to that officer, who, 
by that very ftep, plainly evinced 
his belief of the fecurity of the 
iflands, After the expedition had 
failed, fir C. Grey received no in- 
timation of any further reinforce- 
ment than of one or two regiments, 
which, in faét, had arrived; for 
two of the four fent from Cork 
were deftined for the Leeward 
Iflands, the other two for St. Do- 
mingo; he had, however, the power 
of detaining the whole for the Lee- 
ward Ifland fervice. On the con- 
trary, he had fent away two regi- 
ments deftined by government to 
that part of the Weft ladies; which 
plainly indicated his opinion of 

their 




















122 BRITISH AND 


their fecurity. At that time fir C. 
Grey meditated an attack on Cay- 
enne, and for that purpofe detain- 
ed the 35th regiment; but after- 
wards, thinking his force infuffi- 
cient, fent it to join the three at St. 


Domingo. All that government 
had done to determine fir Charles 
to this meafure, was an intimation, 
that, if circumftances allowed it, 
it might be expedient to fend the 
four regiments to St. Domingo; 
but even this letter was pot fent 
from England till June, and firC. 
Grey had difpatched the regiments 
in May, which proved him totally 
uninfluenced. With refpect to 
what had been ftated of fir C. 
Grey’s demand for a_ reintorce- 
ment, that demand was not made 
tilllong after, when our attempt to 
difpoffefs the enemy of their fitua- 
tion in Guadaloupe had been inef- 
feftual. Sir Charles's letter bore 
date July rith; that the Weft In- 
dies, therefore, werg fafe fo late as 
June, was deducible not only from 
thefe faéts, but from the character 
of firC. Grey, who would not other- 
wife have thought of returning 
home. Previous to his departure 
home, which his health demanded, 
he had vifited and infpeéted all the 
iflands, and was as far as St. Kitt’s 
on his return, when he was inform- 
ed that the enemy had taken poffef- 
fion of part of Guadaloupe. With 
the utmoft gallantry he had divefted 
himfelf of every perfonal confi- 
deration, and returned to a conteft 
which, though unfortunately un- 
fucce{Sful, was concerted with vi- 
gour, and carried into effec with 
the utmoft courage and refolution. 
Tt was not till after the unfortunate 
even at Point au Pierre that any ap- 
plication had been made for rein- 
forceiments. In Auguft and Septem- 
ber 1794, 6000 were demanded by 
colonels Dundas and Coote, 1200 





or 2000 of which were immediate} 
required. Two thoufand three hun, 
dred were difpatched from Gibraltar 
who reached the Weft Indies in No. 
veinber,and furtherequipments were 
fet on foot here. At this time the 
whole of the forces in Great Britain 
amounted only to 17,475, including 
the fick; thenumber of effectivemen 
now was fomewhat under 17,009, 
By the 29th of May he had fent ou 
to the Leeward Iflands and to S$. 
Domingo a force amounting tg 
15,500 men. After this exertion, 
he argued the little probability 
there was that every meafure had 
not been taken to expedite their 
failing, They were at firft ftopped 
by contrary winds, and were after. 
wards blocked up by the Breft fleet; 
which neceflarily delayed their fail. 
ing till February 1795. Under all 
the complicated claims to which 
government had to attend, he left 
it to the candour of the houfe, whe- 
ther the attention paid to the Weft 
Indies deferved the imputation of 
neglect. The laft reinforcement 
confiderably exceeded the demand 
of fir C. Grey, though it arrived too 
late to enter upon any confiderable 
plan of operation in 1795, which, 
combined with the almoft unpre- 
cedented ficknefs of the climate, 
occafioned our debility, the cap+ 
ture of Guadaloupe and St. Lu- 
cia, and the infurreétion in St. 
Vincent’s and Grenada. Let it be 
recollected, too, that this demand 
for troops was not wholly for the 
defence of the Leeward Iflands; it 
was with a view to offenfive opera- 
tions, including, further, the con- 
queft of St. Domingo. The ap- 
plication confequently did not im- 
ply an infecurity tantamount to the 
force required. The capture of 
Tobago was, he contended, to be 
in a great meafure attributed to the 


‘eager willtes of government to ex- 
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eend protection to every part of the 
Weft Indies that had been connect- 
ed with us. As to the late arma- 
ment under general Abercrombie 
and admiral Chriftian, the expedi- 
tion was to confift of two diftinét 
bodies, one of 15,000, the other of 
12,000men. Thecelerity with which 
this armament was equipped, was, 
Mr. Dundas ftated, a matter of afto- 
nifhment. There were at that 
time 32 old regiments, and 47 new, 
making 31,154 men; but thefe 
were fo irregular in their combina- 
tion, that a new regulation was 
obliged to take place in the whole 
army. Not one regiment was in a 
proper ftate for foreign fervice; and 
from 114 regiments, by draught- 
ing and incorporation, they were 
reduced to 90. In the procels of 
the new arrangement, regiments 
were relieved by fencibles in Jer- 
fey, Guernfey, Ireland, &c. the 
corps to be incorporated brought 
together; and after all, the force was 
to be equipped for diftant and ar- 
duous fervice. The expedition re- 
quired, befides, the equipment of a 
large fquadron of men of war, and 
100,000 tons of fhipping for tranf- 
oe when the tran{port board 

ad only 40,000 at command ; pro- 
vifions were extremely dear, fea- 
men extremely fearce. To alle- 
viate the difficulties, recourfe had 
been had to the Eaft and Weft In- 
dia fleets juftarrived; without which 
the plan could not have been car- 
ried into execution. But as time 
was neceflary for unloading thefe 
fhips, a great and unavoidable de- 
lay enfued. Amidft every difti- 
culty, he would, however, appeal 
to the candour of any unprejudiced 


perfon, whether more zeal and ac- | 


tivity could have been manifefted. 
The ordnance office had alfo been 
called upon, and had made unpar- 
alleled exertions ; and when to all 
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this was added the equipment of 
each regiment, the completion of 
the medical ftaff, and hofpital fhips, 
fome idea might be conceived of 
the magnitude of this expedition, 
which not only included the two 
armies of 27,000, but a corps of 
1,000 German riflemen, and ano- 
ther of foreigners employed under 
the command of the deke of York 
on the continent, of nearly 6,000, 
but neceffaries for the Weit Indian 
army of Europeans and Creoles 
confifting of 3,000 militia, and 
6,000 blacks. lively expedient, he 
afferted, had been devifed for the 
comfort and accommodation of the 
troops on board fhip, and for the 
fuccefs of the expedition; in con- 
firmation of which, Mr. Dundas 
read fome letters from fir Ralph A- 
bercrombie; and to refute what had 
in former debates been ftated re- 
{pecting the inattention fhewn to- 
wards the accommodation of the 
troops fent to the Weft Indies from 
Cork, he read a letter from gene- 
ral Wright. Of all the thips which 
had failed under admiral Chriftian, 
four only were miffing; 67 had 
fafely arrived at Barbadoes, con- 
taining above 7,090 regular troops, 
artillery, &c. and only 400 were in 
a fickly ftate. Of thofe who had 
been obliged to return to port, a ftill 
more favourable account had been 
received. The facts were, he faid, 
fo different from what they had 
been reprefented, that he was anxi- 
ous to lay the correfpondence which 
he had had with the tranfport 
board upon the fubjeét, before the 
houfe. The laft charge of which 
government need be apprehentfive, 
was, that of neglecting the Weft 
Indies. One expedition had been 


fent there, while a force was col- 
le&ting againft the French in the 
Eaft Indies; another, while that 
was in agitation, which had fince 

been 
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been fo fuccefsful againft the Cape 
of Good Hope, which we now 
poffeffed, and he hoped ever fhould, 
and that xo man would ever dare 
to give it up. He was, he faid, 
ready to confent to fome of the 
propofitions which had been made, 
and even to bring forward others as 
fupplementary to them. 

Mr. Grey thought it would have 
been more regular to have produced 
the documents before entering upon 
fo wide a field of difcuffion. He 
rofe, he faid, merely on account of 
the allufion which had been made 
to the opinions of aperfon whom it 
was his duty to refpe¢t and honour, 
He wifhed, before any argument 
was founded upon the opinion of 
that perfon, every document which 
could explain its nature, and the 
circumftances in which it was given, 
fhould be produced, The opinion 

iven by fir C. Grey refpecting the 
hay of the Leeward Iflands, he 
was authorized by him to fay, had 
been given in the confidence that no 
force could get out ofany of the ports 
of France to the Weft Indies till 
the promifed reinforcement arriv- 
ed. In exercifing the difcretion 
allowed him to difpatch the regi- 
ments to Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
fir Charles had underftood that he 
was complying with the wifhes of 
adminiftration. Of the reinforce- 
ment demanded, though it was 
required in June, none had arrived 
till November; and this he ftated at 
the defire of his honoured rela- 
tion. 

Mr. Sheridan deprecated the idea 
of reafoning on official papers not 
regularly before the houle, for the 


authenticity of which the honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas) would 
have credit, and which he had ufed 
in this wav to make that impreffion 
upon the houfe which would refit 
the effect of any future confideration 


of the fubje& more regularly intro, 
duced. The papers, he faid, had bee, 
gone through before they were oq 
the table; the defence was prior tg 
the accufation; andthe exculpatory 
proof preceded the trial. Theap. 
peal to official papers, however, in, 
ftead of acquitting minifters, con. 
vinced him that the utmoft crimi, 
nality was attached to them. Af. 
ter a fpeech of four hours and a 
half, not one thing had been faid 
which had fhaken the foundatiog 
on which he wifhed to inftitute ay 
inquiry. He heard, with alarm for 
the future, that our late peace efta. 
blifhment had’ occafioned our dif. 
aiters in the Weft Indies. Mr, 
Sheridan obferved that he had ne 
ver heard a commander more highly 
complimented in words than fir C, 
Grey; but it was remarkable that 
he was the only commander whe 
had not, by the advice of mini- 
fters, received fome fignal mark 
of royal favour, When the troops 
deftined for the Weft Indies were 
difpatched ynder lord Moira,. it 
was now faid the ftate of the coun- 
try required the facrifice, and de- 
manded the preference of an im- 
portant to a lefs important fervice, 
At the time, however, that this de- 
tachment was made, it was con 
tended that it would not cripple the 
exertions in the Leeward Iflands; 
that only one or two regiments had 
been promifed ; and that, beyond 
this, fir C, Grey could not look for 
any reinforcements. Minifters were 
not, however, to be acquitted upon 
this miferable quibble; the quan- 
tity of reinforcement was not to be 
meafured by. what fir C. Grey had 
thought neceffary in the commences 
ment of his career, but by the ne- 
ceflity of maintaining the brilliant 
advantages he had obtained. As to 
criminating fir C. Grey by afhrm- 
ing that the detachments to Ja 
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mica and Barbadoes were dangerous 
to the fafetv of the Leeward Lilands, 
that bufinefs had been well explain- 
ed; but without fuch motives as fir 
Charles had aéted upon, his con- 
duct would have deferved blame. 
Had the attack on Guadaloupe been 
made by troops in the Weft Indies, 
when the commander pronounced 
the iflands in a ftate of fafety,; fault 
might have been imputed to him ; 
but if the contrary was the cafe, 
the argument refolved itfelf into a 
mere quibble, and the guilt de- 
volved upon minifters. If the fail- 
ing of the French fleet were ad- 
mitted to be an event which could 
not be prevented, yet the difafters 
in the Weft Indies were imputable 
to minifters in another view. Not 
only the reinforcements did not ar- 
rive, but the troops were deftitute 
of cloathing, and overwhelmed 
with fatigue. This he could prove: 
yet the inquiry was refifted. It 
was ftated that in Auguft 1794 
news arrived of the difatter which 
befel Guadaloupe, aecompanied by 
a requifition for6,006 mea. If an 
inquiry was inftituted, it would be 
found that this was owing to a 
want of troops, and a want of ne- 
ceffaries for the troopsthere already. 
The demand, howevgr, met mini- 
fters unprepared. Only 17,0c0 troops 
were in the kingdom, of which 
3,000 were deftined for marine fer- 
vice. How came that fervice to 
have been previoully neglected ? 
Of the 9,000 fent out, why were 
they not, according to the advice 
of fir C. Grey, fent out in detach- 
ments? Or was it to be fuftained, in 
excufe for the delay, that we had not 
a fleet which could meet the French 
fleet at fea? As well might it be 
faid, that, (hould the French land an 
army in ireland when our fleet was 
‘A port, no blame would be impu- 
aie to. government, Great care 
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might have been taken of the health 
of the troops; but Mr. Sheridan 
rfifted in declaring that every day 
immenfe numbers were thrown o- 
verboard, who died of ficknefs and 
difeafe occafioned by neglect: where 
the blame lay, would be difcovered 
on inquiry. He ftated the great in- 
confiftency of its having been faid, 
that out of the 31,000 regular troops 
in England, it would not have been 
fafe to fend a large force on foreign 
fervice; yet when the militia and 
fencible corps were increafed, it 
was reprefented that this force 
would futhice for the internal de- 
fence of the country, and enable 
us to apply our army to foreign 
fervice. ‘The declaration made re- 
fpecting the Cape, was, he thought, 
very comfortable rews to the ftadt- 
holder; it amounted, however, he 
thought, to a declaration that mi- 
nifters did not with for the re-eftae 
biifhment of what was called the 
regular government of Holland, 
but were fatisfied with the pre- 
fent republican anarchy. A fcheme 
was at laft formed for fending 27,000 
men to the Weft Indies; but they, 
were difficult to be procured. The - 
moft difgraceful mode of defence had 
been adopted that ever appeared 
before a Britifh houfe of commons. 
There was conveyed a mighty army 
upon paper; but, when it came to 
be reviewed, it was good for no- 
thing. He had feen this motley 
afllembly at Southampton, confifting 
of children, feeble old men, and 
boys at their head. Such was the 
confequence of converting the 
army into a job. Was it ‘no 
guilt to delude the country with 
{uch mockeries? Mr. Sheridan re- 
prefented, ina very ludicrous light, 
the difficulties ftated to have at- 
tended the expedition; unfortu- 
nately, he faid, the difficulties al- 
ways got the better; and incredible 
dilafters 
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difafters had uniformly attended 
thefe incredible exertions. Nota 
week before the 1oth of Novem- 
ber, admiral Jervis had failed with a 
wind which would have carried the 
whole expedition to the Weft In- 
dies. The expeditions of the 
French were, he faid, carried on in 
a different manner; and there were 
times in this country when the de- 
lay would not have been borne. It 
was, he declared, his intention to 
perfift in his obje&; if the papers 
were granted, to move for an in- 
uiry, which, if agreed to, he fhould 
follow by a refolution expreflive of 
the ftrongeft cenfure of minitters. 
The unfairnefs of quoting the o- 
pinion of fir C. Grey, without pro- 
ducing the documents on which it 
was founded, was pointedly infitt- 
ed upon by Mr. Fox. Of the force 
which went out from France, fir 
C. Grey could have no knowledge ; 
minifters might, and therefore the 
rounds of their opinion refped- 
ing the Weft Indies muft be eifen- 
tially different. The more this bu- 
finefs was confidered, the more 
ground, he thought, there was for 
an inquiry. Mr. Sheridan’s mo- 
tions for “* accounts of the number 
of men deftined for the expedition 
to the Weft Indies under fir C. 
Grey in 1793,”—for “ accounts of 
the number withdrawn from that 
fervice to form an expedition againft 
the coaft of France under lord 
Moira,”—and, “ of the numbers 
who, after the conqueft of Marti- 
nique, St. Lucie, and Guadaloupe, 
were detached to St. Domingo,” 
were put and carried. The motion 
for laying before the houfe the dif- 
ferent applications made, for rein- 
forcements was withdrawn, on Mr, 
Dundas undertaking ta give what 
information could be given. That 
“ for returns of the reinforcements 
which arrived, {pecifving the diftri- 





bution of the force, and the dates 
of their arrival,” was agreed to, 
Mr. Sheridan’s next motion for “ay 
account of the appointment of fr 
J. B. Warren, and of general Doyle 
to the expedition of Quiberon, with 
that of the regiments ferving wader 
him, was negatived on the oppofis 
tion of Mr. Pitt. Mr. Sheridan 
then moved for * extracts of the 
letters from admiral Chriftian and 
general Abercrombie ref{peéting the 
delay of the expedition ;” which 
was ftrongly objeéted to by Mr; 
Dundas and Mr. Pitt, as conneéted 
with official information which it 
was not proper to publifh; and 
the motion, after a very {pirited 
converfation, was negatived; as 
was that “for a return of the 
number of fhips foundered or 
miffing, and the number of men 
loft or miffing, belonging to the ex- 
pedition under general Abercrom- 
bie.” The next motion “ for a 
return of the ftaff officers ferving 
under lord Moira in 1794 and 
1795,” was withdrawn, on Mr, 
Dundas offering to give the fub- 
ftance of the information in another 
form. The motion “ for a copy 
of the inftruétions to fir J. B. War- 
ren relative to the expedition to 
Quiberon,” was negatived, as alfo 
that “ for an account of the num- 
ber of men who died on_ board 
tran{ports at Plymouth, Portfmouth, 
Southampton, &c. deftined for the 
Weft Indies in 1795 and 1796.” Mr. 
Sheridan then moved “ for copies 
or extracts of theletters from ofhcers 
commanding the tranfports, from 
the mayor of Portfmouth, or from 
lord G. Lennox,” which was nega- 
tived. The remainder of Mr. She- 
ridan’s motions were all agreed to, 
except that for the correfpondence of 
the ordnance and tranfport boards. 
Mr. Dundas then moved for a long 
lift of letters in 1 794 and 1795; “a 
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fir C. Grey, fir J. Jervis, and other 
naval and military commanders in 
the Weft Indies; which were ordered. 
Whilft the bufinefs of the Welt 
India expedition was in agitation, 
eneral Tarleton moved for a copy 
ofa letter from count de Sombreuil 
to the fecretary at war, relative to 
the unfortunate expedition to Qui- 
beron, and referred to in a letter to 
fir J.B. Warren, The fecretary at 
war lamented that this anticipated 
his intention of giving the wifhed- 
for information to the houfe. That 
he had not done this fooner, he in- 
timated, was owing to its having 
been loft; indeed, he had a re- 
mote recollection that he had de- 
ftroyed it. Of this, however, he 
was certain, that it did not contain 
any of the important matter flated 
by gentlemen ; but for his own fa- 
tisfaction and juftification, he could 
have wifhed to produce it. The 
one and only letter he had received 
from monf, Sombreuil was more of 
a private than public nature, and 
contained not a word refpecting 
the nature of the expedition, the 
command of the army, or any go- 
vernment fecrets. The letter had 
at laft been found, and he pledged 
himfelf for its production ; but its 
contents were {5 entirely of a pri- 
vate nature, that they fully juftified 
his oppofition to the motion. 
It was contended by Mr. Sheri- 
dan, that the count muft have con- 
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fidered the letter as of a public na- 
ture, and exculpatory of his cha- 
racter, from the letter of that un- 
fortunate gentleman to fir J. B. 
Warren, in which he had wited 
that Mr. Windham would publith 
his letter. The motion was got rid 
of by one for the order of the day, 
which was moved by Mr, Pitt. The 
fubject was, however, refumed by 
Mr. Sheridan, April 18, who again 
moved for the production of the 
paper which had before been re- 
fufed. The houfe, he faid, might 
judge of his aftonifhment, after its 
refulal, to fee it publifhed in a 
daily paper: and of its authenticity 
he had no doubt. After what had 
been advanced refpeéting the 
privacy of its nature, what could 
be more aftonifhing than to find it 
related principally to matters of 
public moment? This letter, he 
faid, did not convey any paltry re- 
crimination upon the perfons whe 
advifed and conduéted that unfortu- 
nateexpedition, but contained foun. 
dation féra charge of the moft marks 
ed criminality, the ftrongeft grounds 
of condemnation upon minifters for 
fending out theexpedition under cir- 
cumftancesthe moft grofs, inhuman, 
and treacherous. After reading the 
two letters * to the houfe, Mr. She- 
ridan obferved the relation between 
them, that the latter difplayed all the 
charatteriftics of a great mind; it 
contained no reproaches; it merely 

referred 





* From the Count pz SomBreutt te the Right Honourable Witt1am WINDHAM, dated 
On board the John, Portfnouth Road, July 8, 1795. 


« STR, 


- The thort flay which T nade at London not having permitted me the honour of 
fecing you more than once, and my fudden departure having prevented me from - 
verfing with you on feveral points of importance to me, in my prefent fituation, I have 
futticient confidence in your fagacity, to be convineed that 1 Mel! find fuch infructions as 
Will ferve me fore guide, and enable me to fupport the refponfibility attached to my 
condudt, as well towards you as towards the troups under my command. 

“ A full convi@iion of the neceffity of fubordination, joined to a zealous devotion to 
the caufe in which I have embarked, indace.me to fly with precipitation at the firt Gg- 
bal I receive, and never allow me to urge the fmalleft objefion. I fay nothing of the 
dcretion which a government has a right to expect frem thot & employs; Lhave long 
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eferred to the remarks made by the dalous manner in which thee 
count in the former letter, that he dition to the coaft of France wa 
was difpatched with troops upon conduéted, Mr. Sheridan 

an expedition, of whofe deftination, moved for copies of the letters tg 
command, fubfiftence, andammu- be prefented to the houfe; which 
nition, he was ignorant. There was feconded by general Smith, 
were only two lines which related = The fecretary at war, in af 
toa beautiful and accomplifhed wo- of fuch warmth as produced the in. 
man to whom. his affeétions had terference of the fpeaker, faid that 
been pledged, and who had fince the only motive which he coulé 
been reported to be difordered in conceive the count de Sombreuil 
her underftanding. After ftating had in his laft letter for referring to 
the cruelty and reproach of aban- the expreffions in his former, was 
doning fuch a man, and that the that, harrafled and confounded a 
letters threw light upon the fcan- he was in his laft fatal moments, he 


fince given fuflicient proofs of minc; and I have reafon to believe, that they are 
fuch as will enable me to obtain, at leaft, thofe marks of confidence which are duets 
my fituation. , 

“ [have the honour to obferve to you, fir, that Iam going with troops, of whofe 
deftination I know nothing but by public report; neither am I’ acquainted with their 
means of fubfitence, nor, in the fmalleit degree, with the rules by which I am to regu 
late my conduct. What will be neceffary, with regard to ammunition, with which] ag 
not, to my knowledge, provided, and with regard to the fupport of thofe with, whomI 
am to act; the means by which I am to carry on my correfpondence with you in a diflant 
fituaticn, and from whom I am, in all cafes, to receive orders; thefe are points @ 
which i requeft you to give me fuch inftru€ions as will ferve as a bafis for my condud. 

J bed the honour alfo to requeft that you would let me have an officer from the de 
partmen: of injpeciion, Ut you fend me fuch a perfon, pray chufe a man who fpeaks both 
languages, that he may, on occafion, affift me in the tranflation of your letters; and that 
your orders may only be known to an officer chofen by government. I have the honou 
to be, with refped, 

“ Your very humble fervant, 


‘“ COUNT CHARLES DE SOMBREUIL” 


From.the Count pe Somereuit. fo the Right Honourakle WiLLi1AM WINDHAM, dated 
Arai, July the 2d, 1795, received by the Hands of his Servant, <vko remained with 
him till the Hour of his Death. 

« SIR, 

The letter which I have written to fir John Warren will give you every informa 
tion in my power to afford, as well on my prefent fituation, as on pat events; I will net 
remind you 0 * letter which L.wrote you from Portfmouth, as you doubtlefs feel the 
force of the remarks which T there made: you muft be fenfible how much my heart bas 
to foffer in thefe lafi moments; independently of the regret which I experience for the 
fate of my companions, you know what facrifices an order fo prompt obliged me to 
make. 

** T requet you, firy to be fo kind as to give to the bearer, a faithful man, and whe 
has never abandoned me (and whom the loffes I have fuftiained incapacitate me from 
gewarding) the fum of five hundred Louis, to be thared with my other fervant. This 
requeft will not appear indifcreet, as 1 have loft feveral government fecuritics to a greater 
amount. 


“ | alfo recommend to you, fir, the two perfons about when I fpoke to you, before 
I left London. 


“ T have the horour to he, fir, 
* Your very humble fervant, 


« COUNT CHARLES DE SOMBREUIL 


referred 


“ To Mr, Winouam, Secretary at War,” 


. 








referred him rather to what was 

fing in his mind, than to what 
- had committed to paper} there 
was, however, no knowing what 
he meant, nor did he perhaps know 
himfelf. The fubfidiary letter cer- 
tainly had a reference to fome 

inful circumftances interefting to 
fis private feelings, and referred 
to the uncertain fituation in which 
he was going. The count was de- 
firous that the nature of his com- 
mand fhould be afcertained; and 
that was the object of the letter; 
but in a public. view it had, he 
contended, no importance what- 
ever. He ftated, that fo far from 
having fent away this gallant man 
upon fhort notice, he had, upon 
knowing of his intended marriage, 
advifed him to defer his departure, 
partly hoping that the expedition 
might be delayed, partly from the 
conviction, that, fhould he be ab- 
fent on that expedition, he would 
be ready and ardent for any other. 
But to this the heroic gallantry of 
the count would not liften. As he 
was only going to carry out a body 
of troops from the Elbe, he would 
know at the place of deftination 
what he was to do, as all fubordi- 
nate officers do; and that would be 
futticient. The letter did not, he af- 
ferted, juftify the accufation brought 
againft him; and he charged gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the 
houfe with having fuppofed it loft, 
when they fo earneftly moved for 
us production. This charge was, 
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however, folemnly denied by Mr. 
Fox. 

General Smith contended that the 
letter concerned tite public fervice, 
and only that, excepting the cha- 
racter of count de Sombreuil, who, 
anxious for the juftification of his 
condué, had made the publication 
of it his dying requeft. The gene- 
ral expatiated upon the. ignorance 
under which the count had aéted, 
and contended, that, had he known 
that thie command was to be trufted 
to Puifflaye, a man whom, many of- 
ficers would think it a difgrace to 
ferve under, he never would have 


gone upon this fhameful expedition. 


he defire which the count had 
evinced to vindicate himfelf from 
having had a fharein the 5 
was alfo infifted upon by Mr. Fox, 
who confidered the emigrants as the 
chief advifers of it; but thought 
their fituation no excufe foe the 
raffinefs and folly of it, which was 
degrading to the underitandings of 
Britifh minifters. He thought the 
fecretary at war was bound to pub- 
lifh the letter to which the count 


‘referred, as exculpatory of his being 


concerned in planning this calami- 
tous expedition; and that if the 
Quiberon expedition fhould be- 
come the object of a general dif- 
cuffion, this paper would throw 
confiderable light upon the fubje¢t. 
After fome further debate upon this 
motion, it was evaded by the order 
of the day, which was again mov- 
ed for by Mr. Pitt. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Piffin in the Moufe of Lords on the general Condu& of Adminifrratig 
r. Grey's Motion in the Commons for the Impeachment of Migifters. Debate 


on the Sardinian Subfidy. 


Lord Guildford's Motion on the Condud of 


Minifters. Mr. Fox’s Motion on the fame SubjeG. 


N the feeond of May the mar- 
quis of Lanfdowne, who had 
previoufly moved for feveral go- 
vernment papers, entered into a 
difcuffion in the houfe of lords on 
the conduét of adminiftration. His 
lordfhip faid, that, from the impro- 
bability of every exertion he could 
make’ producing a change of fy- 
ftem, he had hefitated whether he 
fhould ever again trouble the 
houfe; but that he had been de- 
terred by the neceflity he fhould 
then have felt himfelf under of ex- 
plaining the grounds on which he 
acted, and had been influenced by 
eircumftances which, if difclofed, 
might tend to raife difcontent, 
which he profeffed himfelf anxious 
to avoid. On the 16th December 
1779, and onthe Sth February 1780, 
his lordfhip faid, he had propofed 
two motions, in order to fuggeft 
that fyftem of public operations 
with which it was his wifh that the 
refolutions then to be brought for- 
ward fhould be followed. Jn this 
fyftem he had been fupported by 
many of the prefent adminiftration, 
who appeared to have fince aban- 
doned it. His with, therefore, was 
to atford them an opportunity of 
thewing whether they flill adhered 
to their former refolution, “ that 
the influence of the crown was en- 
creafed, is encreafing, and ought to 
be diminifhed ;” or, if they had 
apoftatized, that the public fhould 
be in poffefion of documents upon 
which to form an impartial eftimate 
of their character. It was not, he 


- 


faid, his with to draw the attentiog 
of the houfe to all the papers on the 
table: the firft to which he thoul 
dire&t their attention was that fo — 
the confolidation of the differen 
boards into one: this would hav 
abolifhed fifteen out of twenty-five 
places, and occafioned a confider. 
able diminution of influence. This, 
therefore, it was his great furpri 

to fee, had never been aGed wu 
The next paper to which he fhould 
call their attention, was the othr. © 
port concerning the pay of thear — 
my : this was juitly ftated in ther. — 


‘port tobeafcene of compofitionan © 


decompofition, of fraud, ambiguity, | 
and myftery. Why there thouldl: 
complex and feparate accounts fr § 
agency, cloathing, fubfiftence, &e. | 
&c. which could only ferve toa. © 
cumulate expences upon the coum | 
try, his lordfhip faid, he could net 
fee, except it was as a pretext fof 
fupporting a parcel of idle clerks 
by the fweat of a deferving fol | 
diery, and to enable minifters u 
detected to apply the public money 
to purpofes different from its om 
ginal deftination, The next ® 
port, his lordfhip faid, to which 
would advert, was the rith, rel 
ing to the unfunded debt, the ob 
ject of which was to acquaint the 
people with the real extent of i 
burthens they incurred in the cow 

of a war, and to provide ag anf the 
debt encreafing more rapidly tht 
the means of payment. Thisreg® 
lation had, however, been negl 
by the prefent minifters, or 
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tyth report, refpecting the patent 
oficers of the cuftoms, they were 
divided into claffes of illegal, ufe- 
lefs, thofe who exercifed their 
truft by A and fuch as 
may be confolidated. To abolith 
thefe offices, was the intention of 
one of his refolutions.. In the port 
of London there were, he faid, 61 
in number, enjoying falaries to the 
amount of 26,000. a year. In the 
outports there were 157 perfons of 
the fame defcription,. with falaries 
to the amount of 40,0001. His 
lordihip ftated feveral abufes which 
exifted in thefe offices, and faid 
that in many cafes one perfon held 
two or three offices, which were 
intended as checks upon.one an- 
other. Why the bill for the reform 
of patent offices had been fuffered 
to fleep, he.could not tell: In cir- 
cumftances like the prefent, it was 
of the utmoft importance to in- 
veitioate and reform every abufe. 
Much reform, his lordfhip thought, 
might be made in the mint, and re- 
{pecting the crown lands, The 
fy {tem of barracks, and the army in 
all its departments, his lordthip con- 
fidered as proofs of the encreafed 
and encreafing influence of the 
crown, The commiffioners of ac- 
counts had reprefented the extraor- 
dinaries of the army likewife as 
an evil which called for remedy 
in the loudeft terms, Minifters 
might fay, that in the,papers.on the 
table, there was no, inftance of 
money loofely, extravagantly, or 
corruptly f{quandered;. but they 
were, in fact, fo myfterioufly drawa 
out, that it was impoflible to under- 
ftaud them: upon the prefent fy- 
item, any thing might be deemed 
extraordinaries. A great many fums 
Were entered under the general 
title for the public fervice, and 
ditto ditto very frequently recur- 
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red; the accounts, on the whole, 
inftead of being arranged and pro- 
duced on the firft day of the feflion, 
were obfcure and kept back till 
they were reluctantly torn from 
minifters at that late period. 
Another article in the long lift of 
abufes was, his lordfhip ftated, the 
appointment of a third fecretary of 
ftate. But, however minifters had 
neglected the fuggeftions of the 
committee relative to the abolition 
of old offices and boards, they had 
fcrupuloufly complied with their 
ideas refpecting new ones. - Of 
thefe, the tranfport-board, the trea- 
fury-board,. and the - victualling- 
board, were, he conceived, ufelets 
and unneceflary ; as one active man 
would do more bufinefs than a 
board. After enumerating feveral 
abufes, his lordthip obferved, that 
time would fail him for mentioning 
all which had been introduced and 
fanctigned by the prefent admini- 
{tration;, and he was tired with in- 
{pecting the red book, that regifter 
of corruption. Yetall this had taken 
place under the conduét of two noble 
lords, who came into office abetting 
the principle that the influence of 
the crown had encreafed,. was en- 
creafing, and ought to be dimi- 
nifhed. His lordthip further de- 
precated the patronage obtained by 


-the Indja bill—that of government 


police in the city of Weftmintter-— 
and, above all, the unlimited credit 
upon the bank, which, from, its 
magnitude, was fufficient to fwal- 
low up the reft. This, his lordihip 
obferved, had been voted to the 
minifter in a bill repealing a. falu- 
tary ftatute of William and Mary, 
which reftri¢ted the credit of go- 
veroment upon the bank,and which 
would unnoticed have pafled the 
houfe, but for the vigilance of the 
earl of Lauderdale. By the repeal 
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$432 
of this aét, the bank might ftretch 
their credit to government at plea- 
fure, and the minifter, without con- 
fent of parliament, had an ample 
refource within his reach. His 
lordfhip profeffed that it was not 
his intention at that time to enter 
into any queftion of finance, as the 
papers were too voluminous to be 
gone through at a fitting; they 
opened, he faid, however, a more 
dreadful picture of our fituation 
than it was poflible almoft for the 
imagination to conceive. The mar- 
quis concluded by moving, that, 
perceiving no effectual fleps taken 
to realize thofe meafures of reform 
for which minifters at their en- 
trance into office ftood pledged, or 
thofe recommended by commif- 
fioners appointed by parlrament, 
it was neceffary to inquire into fo 
extraordinary an omiffion, as well 
as whether any new offices have 
been created ?— whether any old 
falaries had been encreafed on flight 

retences ? — whether any falaries 
fad been granted for fpecial pur- 
pofes, and continued when the 
reafon for them ceafed? — whether 
any warrant for benefici:l grants 
had been directed ? — and, on the 
whole, whether the public expences 
had encreafed beyond the fupplies 
annually granted by parliament? 
His lordfhip proceeded to cenfure 
the war as bloody and profufe be- 
yond example, and our fituation on 
the whole as cailing for the moft 
accurate inveftigation; and con- 
‘cluded with moving for an inquiry 
into the feveral abuies which he 
had pointed out. 

Lord Grenville, in reply, faid 
that he never could affent to the 
principal points which had been 
adduced; fince, costrary to what 
had been ftated, feveral bills for 
reform had been brought- in, and 
teceived the fanétien of parliament. 


falutary reform. 
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Though thefe reforms might be 
thought neceflary by the commift 
fioners at the time, they might not, 
he obferved, apply to the prefent og 
future times. With refpeét to con. 
folidating fome of the public offices 
of revenue, if he was confulted, he 
fhould fay the plan was impra@i. 
cable, from the large encreafe of 
the revenue; nor were there an 

men whofe’ abilities and alacri 

entitled them more to public re. 
ward.- As to the army extraord. 
naries, many regulations had been 
made by Mr. Burke and colonel 
Barré, which had afforded muth 
With refpe& to 
what had been urged refpecting the 


‘myfterious mode of negotiating 


loans, amd the lottery had’ been 
mentioned as one bad part of them, 
thts was the firft adminiftration in 
which the lottery formed no part of 
thofe loans. It was next faid, that 
the unfunded debt ought to beaf- 
certained. Formerly, the navy, 
ordnance, and unfunded debt, ufed 
to lie over; but lately they had been 
laid upon the table of the houfe of 
commons within the year. As to 
patent offices, he obferved, they 
were held by legal: tenure, and 
could not be withdrawn without 
reafonable compenfation ; whith 
would be a ‘more confiderable e 
pence to the public than the conti 
nuance of the patentees in offte. 
Such as could, would be abolifhed 
on their becoming vacant; and none 
but one had'been renewed, "His 
lordilip: warmly commended m- 
nifters for the care ‘they had taken 
in auditing the public account. 
With refpeA to the crown lands 
very much had been done by th 


‘perfon to whom they were ¢ 


trufted. Excepting thefe, the con 
folidation of the revenue 

and the arrangements in a -ne@ 
coinage, recommended in the ® 
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orts, all the other objects had oc- 
cupied the attention and been de- 
cided upon by parliament. With 
regard to barracks, the old fyftem 
allowed barracks for 20,000 men 
in time of peace, and the new 
for only 15,000. The extraordi- 
naries of the army had occupied 
the attention of the committee of 
1780, and they had ftated that the 
unfunded debt fhould be afcertain- 
ed when it could be done; but 
very frequently in war it could 
not, particularly in the articles of 
provitions and ftores; therefore a 
{peedy audit of accounts, recom- 
mended by the commiilioners, was 
the moft effential ftep that could be 
taken, As to the appointment of 
a third fecretary of ftate, it had 
been attended with great public 
utility, and he doubted not future 
advantages refulting from it! The 
tranfport board was, he contended, 
abfolutely neceffary in time of war, 
India he had always thought of the 
utmoft importance: and he hoped 
the queftion, whether it was to be 
maintained or given up, would ne- 
ver be ftarted. His lordfhip de- 
fended the Weftminfter police bill, 
and faid that the minifter poffeffed 
no power of defiring the bank to 
advance any fum wanted, as the 
governor and direétors had a dif- 
Cretionary power, 

The earl of Lauderdale forcibly 
feconded the arguments of the mar- 
quis of Lanfdowne. He admitted 
that fame reforms had taken place 
in the pay-oflice, but faid great 
abufes ftill exifted. There was a 
claufe in a fubfequent a& of par- 
liament, that all money iffued 


from the treafury to the paymatter . 
general fhould be paid into the ba 

of England on his account: yet 
600,0001. had been lately iffued by 
the firttlord of the treafury tothepay- 
miafter of the forces,and it was treat- 
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ed as a trivial overfight. He thought 
any defence of the: loans lately 
made, a libel upon thofe by whom 
they were made. His lordfhip ri- 
diculed the improvements faid to 
have taken place refpecting the un- 
funded debt under the prefent ad- 
miniitration. Exchequer bills had, 
he faid, been iffued at § per cent. 
intereft this vear; and he wifhed to 
know how thé¢y could be fuffered 
to run to fuch difcredit, that twen- 
tv-five fhillings fhould be given to 
difcount one for five days only. If 
fuch improvements had taken place, 
the houfe fhould not have been told 
of 12,000,000]. of navy debt float- 
ing fince December, and extraordi- 
naries befides to be provided to the 
amount of two millions for the 
army, and four forthe navy, His 
lordfhip conceived the affertions 
made by Jord Grenville, refpeéting 
barracks, to be entirely erroneous, 
and contended, from the ftatements 
on the table, that the whole amount 
of men for whom they were ere¢t- 
ed, was more than 31,0003 and ex- 
clufive of Guernfey and Jerfey, 
for Great Britain alone 24,000. He 
pointedly ridiculed the reafon given 
for a third fecretary of ftate, the 
encreafed bufinefs refulting from 
the war. If this axiom was adopt- 
ed, the pay-ofhce muft be neglected, 
and the vaft concerns of India, 
fince thefe places were held by an- 
other fecretary of ftate. The tranf- 
port board was, he contended, 
highly expenfive, and no improve- 
ment in point pf difpatch. 

Lord Auckland entered into a 
very elaborate ftatement of the dif 
ference of our profperity in the 
years 1783 and 1795, to prove the 
creat advantages on the fide of the 
latter! To evince this, his lordfhip 
produced comparative accounts of 
the 3 per cent. confols. and India 
ftock, and of the different value of 
I3 the 
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the imports and exports; of the re- 
venues of the Eaft India company 
above theif charges, and of their 
fales; of Britith thips entered in- 
wards, or cleared outwards; of the 
total number of fhips belonging to 
the Britifh empire; of the perma- 
nent taxes, the navy debt, and the 
bank advances; of the floating 
debt, and the finkigg fund. His 
lordthip clofed his comparative ac- 
count, by ftating the amount of re- 
venue (including the land and malt 
tax) delowthe computed expenditure 
on a peace eftablifhment of fifteen 
millions in 1783, 2,000,oop1. and the 
fame ahove the computed expendi- 
ture, on a fimilar peace eftablith- 
ment, with the addition of in- 
creafed charges for the debt incur- 
red by the prefent war, 1795, 
3,400,000]. Comparing this excefs 
with the deficiency of 1783, the 
difference of revenue in our fa- 
vour at prefent, would, he obferv- 
ed, amount to 5,400,c00l. The 
motion was further refifted by earl 
Spencer, lord Hawkeibury, and the 
lord chancellor; and fupported by 
the ear!s of Moira and Lauderdale, 
the latter of whom objerved, that 
as the noble mover of the motion 
had declined at prefent entering into 
our financial fituation, he fliould 
not then reply to the ftatement 
which had heen produced; but 
pledged himfelf to prove, that, in- 
itead of an eftimate fo flattering, a 
very gloomy deficiency would be 
found, and gave notice of a motion 
grounded upon the papers then 
upon the tadle. Lord Guildford, 
at the fame time, gave notice of a 
motion upon the ftate ofthe nation. 
On a divifion of the houfe, there 
ajpeard for the marquis of Lanf. 
downe's motion, 12, againft it, 104. 

A very weighty and well fup- 
ported accufation was brought a. 
gaigit minifers in houfe of 


+} 
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commons, on the 6th of May, 
Mr. Grey, on which he grounded 
a motion for their impeachment, 
In a very able exordium, he ob, 
ferved that the power of the purfe 
was the beft fecurity for the liber. 
ties of the people; and this the 
houfe could not allow to be jp, 
croached upon, without betrayj 
a moft facred truft, and viola. 
ing a moft valuable privilege, 
This duty was ftill] more important 
from the magnitude of expence 
which they had to fuperintend. It 
was, he ftated, his intention to 
confine his motion to three plaig 
and fimple confiderations, 1ft. that 
minifters had violated the ex 
ftipulations of the appropriation 
act, by applying grants to other 
fervices than thofe for which they 
were voted; zdly, that they had 
prefented falfe accounts to the 
houfe to conceal this infrattion; 
and, gdly, that they had violated 
another law for regulating the of- 
fice of paymatter general of the 
forces. He defired the houfe to at- 
tend, that there was an act paffed 
every feflions, after the grants for 
the year were made, appropriating 
certain fums to certain purpoles 
refpecting the different articles in 
the army. By a paper on the table, 
he would, however, flew that this 
act had in many inftances been V]0+ 
lated. By an account laid before 
the houfe, April: 21ft, it appeared 
that the money iffued for ey 
the army, was not fo applied; a 
that there was due to feveral C0» 
lonels, &c. -644,1061. 7s. 6d. far 
net off-reckonings and cloatht 
forthe years 1794 and 1796; am 
the fum of 146,gool. 12s. 4d. 0 
general and ftaff-officers for 1793s 
1794, and 1795; and the fum of 
3453131. 13s. 3d. to governors 3 
lieutenant-governors for 1794 @ 
1795; though thefe fums were e* 


prefsly 
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efsly appropriated by act of par- 
nse He It alfo appeared that the 
fum of 31,0561. os. 3d. due to the 
general and ftaff officers for 1794, 
was paid out of the grants for 1796. 
If the neceflity for fuch a glaring 
violation of law exifted, miniiters 
were bound to come to parliament 
for an act of indemnity as {peedily 
as poflible, and to ftate the reafons 
for fuch a neceflity. On the con- 
trary, however, how had they act- 
ed? They had endeavoured to con- 
ceal the infraction of the law by a 
falfe account, and thus encreafed 
inftead of diminifhing the crime. In 
1711, by arefolution of the houfe of 
commons, a practice of this nature 
was reprobated as an invafion of the 
rights of the houfe; but had it been 
otherwife, precedent could cer- 
tainly be of no avail, as the act of 
appropriation was irreconcileable 
with the authority of a practice it, 
was exprefsly intended to prevent. 
Admitting even that extraordina- 
ries were unavoidable, they were to 
be qualified by the degrees in which 
they were neceflary. Might not 
the minifter, with a vote of credit 
amounting to 2,500,000l. have made 
fuch an eftimate for the demands 
of public fervice as would leave little 
to be anfwered by extraordinary ex- 
pences? In the wide and conti- 
nental war in the reign of queen 
Anne, and conducted by a perfon 
not diftinguifhed for economy, the 
extraordinaries fcarcely exceeded 
200,0001. A perfon of high credit 
(Mr. Hatfell) had, in his book of 
precedents, obferved, that during 
the American war nothing could 
exceed the negligence of the houfe 
m1 not limiting the fums charged 
as extraordinaries ; and ftill 8 


authority cenfured the practice, 
* ) © > 

namely the committee appointed 
to inveftigate the public accounts, 
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The praétice of charging extrava- 
gant fums on this head had been 
alfo arraigned by the prefent mini- 
fter with the utmoft feverity at the 
end of the American war: yet his 
own extravagance far furpaffed that, 
It was faid, he obferved, that mo- 
ney muft fometimes be taken from 
the eftimated, fervices, to be ap- 
plied to urgent fervices; but this 
juftification went only thus far, 
that when money was fo divert. 
ed, it was neceflary to come for- 
ward and apply, to the arrears ine 
curred, the extraordinaries of the 
next year. In the prefent inftance, 
however, the deviation had not 
been fo far atoned for. By papers 
upon the table, it appeared, that to 
Auguft 21ft, 1796, for the quarter 
preceding, eight millions of the 
grants of the current year had been 
expended, and ftill thefe arrears re- 
mained due. Every argument in 
favour of this infraction of an act 
purpofely made to reftrain the mi- 
nifter equally applied in 1782, 
when the meafure was fo ftrongly 
condemned by him. The defence 
of minifters for the mifapplication 
of the fums appropriated by par- 
liament, was not he faid, valid wpom 
their own principles: he therefore 
fubmitted tothe houfe fix refolutions 
founded upon the reafonings and 
faéts he had already adduced. The 
next part of his refolutions, Mr. 
Grey faid, regarded the applica- 
tion of fums for the fervice of 1796, 
to the arrears of fervices in 1794 

and 1795. A refolution was pafled 

in 1784, the fubftance of which 

was, * that, fhould a diffolution 

of parliament take place before the 

pafling of the aét of appropriation, 

the houfe refolved, that any minifter 

mifapplying the funds then granted, 

fhould be guilty of a high mifde- 
meanor,” The application of the 
] 4 grants 
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grants of 1796 to retrofpective fer- 
vices fell under this refolution, and 
had been followed up with ftill 
further violations of the law. Mr. 
Grey's 7th refolution, therefore, 
was founded upon thefe obferva- 
tions, and he proceeded to call the 
attention of the houfe to the act 
patied in 1782, in purfuance of a 
pian ot reform, for regulating the 
office of pavmafter-general of the 
forces. This, he obferved, had 
been repealed from fome defecé& in 
its conftruétion, and a new one 

affled under the prefent minifter, 
yotended to remedy the evilsarifing 
from balances remaining in the 
hands of the paymatter-general, 
and to fecure the regular payment 
of the army. This had been open- 
Jy violated. In the firft account 
of the application of the vote of 
credit of 1796, the fum of 430,000l. 
was iflued to the paymafter-gene- 
ral, of which a balance of 83,300). 
was actually now in his hands, con- 
trary to the aflurance which had on 
a former night been given to the 
houfe. With regard to the accu- 
mulation of balance in the hands of 
the pavmafter-general, the 2¢t pro- 
vided that the fumsfor the cloathing 
of the army fhould be iffued peri- 
odicaily; but by the account on 
the table, from midfummer 1794 to 
December 1795, no money had 
been iffved for this fervice; and 
part of the arrears were difcharged 
from the fupplies for the current 
year; yet no attempt had been made 
to account for the application of 
the (um originally diverted. Upon 
thele facts Mr. Grey grounded tour 
more rejoluiions, and proceeded 
to conhder the difpofition paper. 
This document, he obterved, had 
originated in the extravagant reien 
of Charles HI. and had been effa- 
blithed at the Revolution as a real 
account for the information of par- 
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liament, how the fupplies were 
employed. This paper he now 
arraigned as completely falfe. It 
ftated, that the fums voted for the 
army, &c. had been iffued and 
applied, where none had been iffued, 
and when that branch of the fer. 
vice was ftill in arrear, It might 
be faid, this was only a form, and 
that under this form the paymafter. 
general received from the treafu 

the fums required. But would the 
houfe fuffer the minifter to apply 
the public money as he thought 
proper, in defiance of folemn enaé- 
ments of the legiflature? On thefe 
topics, four other refolutions were 
founded by Mr. Grey, amountin 
in all to 15, the laft of which ftat 

that ‘*in the inftances mentioned, 
his majefty’s minifters had been 
guilty of prefenting falfe accounts, 
calculated to miflead the judgment 


.of the houfe, of a flagrant violation 


of various acts of parliament, and 
ef a grofs mifapplication of the 
public money.” 

Mr. Pitt obferved, that the firft 
refolution ftated, that at all times, 
and under all circumftances, it was 
the indifpenfable duty of the houfe 
vigilantly to fuperintend the ex- 
penditure of the public money, and 
to inquire into the application of 
the grants. That it was the duty 
of parliament ftrily to enforce 
the application of it to the letter of 
the aét, required, he faid, a retro- 
{pective authority, which the houfe 
had not the means of enforcing. 
The act of appropriation, he agreed, 
applied, in binding and fpecific 
terms, to the regulation of the pay- 
ment of the navy and army fer- 
vices. He admitted, alfo, that mi- 
niiters did not attend to the minute 
fub-divifions mentioned in the at 
of appropriation ; they only gene- 
rally took care that no more fhould 
be iflued for the army out of the 
fupplicg 
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lies during the year, than the 
ae of she dat for which cre- 
dit had been given. It fhould be 
sifo recolleéted, that the act had 
been precifely in the fame form 
fince the reign of GeorgeI. But 
admitting the breaches of the act 
in certain inftances, did it follow 
that minifters deferved the impu- 
tation of criminality, and the cen. 
fure of the houfe? It was certainly 
eafy to make a charge upon a de- 
viation from the letter of an act: 
but it was right in the firft place to 
afk, whether the deviation was or 
was not neceflary ? whether it was 
unprecedented or founded on prac- 
tice? and whether it was clandef- 
tine, and done with an intent to 
deceive, or fanétioned by the deci- 
fions of the houfe? Extraordina- 
ries were allowed by all to be ne- 
ceflary, and certainly never more fo 
than in a war like the prefent. How 
were they to be paid for but by 
with-holding fome of the payments 
of the fervices regularly voted? 
This was the whole of the fubjeé, 
as far as principle was concerned, 
Since the reigns of William and 
of Anne, nay even in times of 
ce, there had not been one year 

in which extraordinaries had not 
been paid, and the appropriation 
a& confequently violated. Confi- 
dering the variety of operations to 
which the views of minifters muft 
be directed in a war like the pre- 
fent, and the neceflary changes 
which muft take place, it would ill 
accord with the public fervice to 
bind them down to the ftriét letter 
of the act. "So much for guards, 
rrifons, &c.”” paffed when it was 
impoflible to judge precifely of the 
Proper limitations. He was willing 
to allow, that the practice formerly 
exifted in fums far fhort of the 
prefent, but not fo {mall as had been 
tated. In the reign of queen Anne, 
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between 300,000 and 400,000l. had 
been incurred ; and the difference 
of the value of money then and now 
ought to be confidered. Extraor- 
dinaries were alfo incurred in the 
years 1740 and 1741, in the Ger- 
man and in the American wars. 
In the adminiftration of Mr. Pel- 
ham, the expences were paid in a 
way different from the aét of appro- 
priation. In that of lord Wil- 
mington, 1743, a cenfure was 
moved againii the practice, which 
was negatived by a great majority. 
If any cenfure lay in this cafe, it 
was againft parliament, not againft 
minifters, who merely carried into 
effect practices for the fervice of 
the country which had been fanc- 
tioned by parliament, not only in 
the above inftances, nor even only 
tacitly and indirectly, but by the 
report of the committee in 1782, 
which ftated the practice of extra- 
ordinaries as a grievance to the 
houfe. Even the aét of appropri- 
ation itfelf afforded a vindication 
of the practice, fince part of it was 
to make good feveral millions of 
extraordinaries. The practice was 
further recognized by the pay-oftice 
act, and by a tranfaction in 1782, 
when the houfe thought it neceflary 
to vote a fum upon the army ac- 
count, to give the paymafter a 
credit, to entitle the minifter during 
the recefs to referve it on account 
of extraordinaries, and to encreafe 
the credit of the army beyond what 
was given for the regular fervice. 
He admitted that the fuccefsful 
aud undeniable defence was the 
neceflity of the cafe: yet, there 
were different ways in which the 
practice of extraordinaries had been 
recognized. In 1786 and 1791, 
fo far was parliament from fhutting 
their eves to the extraordinaries, 
that, in each of thefe committees, 


there was an eftimate of their pro- 
bable 
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bable amount —the one of 260,0001. 
the other of 280,o00l. arifing out 
of them, and not provided for by 
parliament; but not one word 
againft the principle. The prefent 
minifters, he contended, not only 
adopted in this inftance every be- 
neficial inftitution of Mr. Gren- 
ville, but the meafures of “colonel 
Barre. One of the charges againft 
himfelf, he obferved, was, that he 
had conftantly propofed a vote of 
credit to a greater amount than had 
been hitherto voted: what was that 
but a compliance with the regu- 
lations of colonel Barre, to endea- 
vour, as there was forefeen a ne- 
ceflity for extraordinaries to a large 
amount, to eftimate the probable 
amount? Bills of exchange, as they 
were guided by the local regu- 
lations of the places they were 
drawn at, could not be eftimated 
with precifion. Confequently, the 
charge of not propofing full efti- 
mates amounted only to having 
failed where no man in his fenfes 
could pretend to accuracy. That 
nothing was kept back from the 
public, he argued, from the vote of 
eredii, which he had preffed to an 
unexampled extent. Had he gone 
bevond a probable eftimate, there 
muft have been a dead fund pro- 
vided, greatly to the injury of the 
public. He lamented, that, partly 
from the flu€luation in the prices 
of diflerent articles,— partly from 
the impoflibility of forefeeing many 
neceflary expences, —and partly 
from the errors in his calculation,— 
large ang heavy extraordinaries 
were {till left. From feveral cir. 
cumitances befides the greater ex- 
tent of the prefent war compared 
with the American, and the in- 
creafed dearne(s of provifions, there 
was, he contended, a balance in 
favour of the prefent war, and 
sgaintt the American, of 4,500,cccl, 
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incurred in extraordinaries. The 
total amount of the deficiency of 
the navy and army, and of the 
unprovided of the ordnance, a. 
mounted in the three years of sthe 
refent war to fixteen or feven-. 
een millions; and in the American 
war the deficiency amounted to 
23,000,0001. With refpect to the 
iffuing of bills by the paymatter- 
general, the warrant was ftridly 
conformable to the letter and f{pirit 
of the act of parliament. The 
bank was to keep open a cath ac. 
count with the paymafter-general ; 
and it was generally underftood 
that the bank would not charge 
itfelf with any thing but cath. 
When, therefore, the exchequer 
bills were iffued by warrant, and 
came into the bank, they acquaint- 
ed the paymafter that they could 
not receive them as cafh; the bills 
were therefore difpofed of by him, 
not out of choice, but neceflity. 
Since that, the bank had agreed to 
receive them as cath. It had, he 
obferved, been objeéted, that when 
the memorials for payment were 
prefented, the treafury had not, 
according to the ftatute, complied 
with the demand. At that time, 
however, there was no money in 
the treafury, nor was it poflible to 
make a punctual provifion for fums 
which could not be previoufly af- 
certained, and at a time which 
could not exaétly be forefeen, 
without taking from the eftablifh- 
ment, or the fums voted on efti- 
mate, thofe fums which it became 
abfolutely indifpenfable to apply 
for that purpofe. It feemed but 


juft upon confideration, that if any 


clafs were compelled to fuffer any 
temporary inconvenience, it fhould 
fall upon thofe beft able to fupport 
it. Officers on the ftaff could not 
be fuppofed to want thofe fums 
which were abfolutely -neceflary 

fot 
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for the other claffes. It was, Mr. 
Pitt further ftated, impoffible to 
afcertain or meet the public ex- 

ces by ways and means, however 
sm as the houfe had neither the 
wer nor judgment to form an 
eftimate of their amount, — to fay 
what would be the {tate of the con- 
folidated fund, — what the bank 
would to advance, — or what 
the loan would produce. Was it, 
then, any reproach to the treafury 
not to forefee impoflibilities ; — to 
afcertain ways and means which 
were in their nature unafcertain- 
able? The application of the vote 
of credit to paft fervices was, he 
contended, juft and neceflary. 
Was it meant, he afked, that the 
army money was not to be ufed 
' for extraordinaries, and that the ex- 
chequer bills were to be paid to a 
great lofs for the purpofe of coming 
within the aét of parliament ? This, 
he contended, would be a material 
difadvantage to the public. He 
vindicated the difpofition paper, as 
not being in the leaft more liable 
to the charge of deceiving parlia- 
ment than any paper of the fame 
nature fince the acceffion. It had, 
he ftated, been laid upon the table, 
as amere matter of courfe. It was 
an account of the fums expended 
for the public fervice in 1795 to 
March 1796. It was liable to be 
taken in two fenfes: firft, with re- 
gard to the items refpectively ap- 
plied, and a diftin& ftatement of 
the various heads of fervice, fuch 
as navy, ordnance, &c. and it was 
true it took notice of every item 
of expence, and drew a total of the 
whole, under the column of fums 
granted, and then gave the fums 


granted, and the fums paid; but in 
the prefent inftance, inftead of any 
fums being annexed to the item:, 


there were onl 
blanks, only oppofite perfect 
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Mr. Fox contended; that wiyo: 
ever had heard the defence fet up 
without hearing the accucation, 
muft have thought that the latter 
was again{ft having incurred any 
extraordinaries atall; not that they 
had been incurred improvidently, 
or had been with-held improperly 
from the houfe; or, when incurred 
and provided for, the money voted 
for them had not been applied to 
their difcharge. Arguing gene- 
rally, it was, no+doubt, certain, 
that when neceflity demanded, the 
act of appropriation muft be dif- 
penfed with ; and this fort of ar- 
gument would apply to any other 
law ; inevitable neceflity being an 
anfwer to every thing. The cafe 
which had been alluded to, and 
which was debated in 1743 of 
1744, when the houfe had inquir- 
ed into the difpofition of 40,000l. 
only proved, that 145 members 
of the houfe thought that the 
flighteft deviation from the appro- 
priation was deferving of eenfure. 
But the accufation here was, not 
that the payment of a particular 
bill fhould not be made when it 
became neceflary for the fervice, 
but that the extraordinaries had 
been long with-held from the houfe. 
There was, he contended, a mate- 
rial difference between the fituation 
of minifters in the American war 
and now; it was then totally im- 
poflible to put an end to extraordi- 
naries. So far, however, was what 
had been advanced (viz. that the 
whole of our extraordinariesin three 
vears amounted only to 4,000,0001. ) 
from being true, that they exceeded 
this even in the prefent year. In 
the calculation that had been made 
to prove that the extraordinaries 
of the American war were greater 
than the prefent, deductions, Mr, 
Fox faid, had been made, which 


had not been allowed in the ealcu- 
lations 
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lations for lord North; and in iifuf- 
tration of this he ftated the tums. 
The great matter to be explained, he 
obferved, was, why were the fums, 
voted by the honfe for extraordina- 
ry purpofes, not applied to their ori- 
ginal deftination? Why were they 
delayedafterthey were provided jor! 
W hy was the payment forthe cloat h- 
ing of the army fo long delayed? 
That the money fo voted was ap- 
plied neceflarily to other purpotes, 
was no reafon for delaying the pay- 
ment one hour after the vote for 
the next fupply which included all 
thefe allowances, and made up ail 
thefe deficiencies. ‘The miniiter 
anfwered this, he faid, by the 
avowal of a fyftem which tended 
to bring our finances into the 
greateft confufion, that new votes 
for old demands fhould, at the dif- 
cretion of the executive govern- 
ment, be applied to the difcharge 
of ftill newer demands; fo that, 
to the uncertainty of the application 
of money there would be no end. 
The minifter ought in future to de- 
clare, that though he called for 
money for a defcribed purpofe, 
he meant to apply it to ano- 
ther. He heartily withed for a 
fyfiem, by which they might un- 
derftand what was doing, and, if 
neceflary, that the houfe might 
vote occafionally fo much for the 
deticiency of fupply of each pre- 
ceding year. It would not be a 
more fubftantial violation of the 
law than the prefent pradtice, and 
certainly would be more intelligible 
tothe public. Without fome alte. 
ration in the fyltem, neither the 
houfe of commons nor the public 
could ever know that moncy was 
applied to the purpotes to which 
the law deftined at. The pay- 
mafter’s aét, he mutt, he faid, Gill 
contend, had been pofitively and 
uanecefarily violated. Ifthe bank 
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would not receive exchequer bills, 
why did not government iffue mo. 
ney in another way for the purpofe 
for which thefe bills were iffued>? 
Had no arrangement been made 
with the bank, to what a fituation 
would. they have been reduced! 
Mr. Fox very ably argued againg 
the infraction of the appropriation 
act, and ridiculed the idea of the 
conditions of it being ftated as im- 
poflible to be obferved by the very 
perfon who had had a flare in 
framing it. The act feermed ta be 
left asa monument of the inefFcacy 
of parliament —a monument of the 
motives of a man who merely in- 
tended to gain a little popularity, 
Mr. Fox animadverted with much 
force upon the fatal impretlions 
left upon the minds of the people 
by meafures of this nature. He 
feverely cenfured the infringement 
of the payimafter’s act, relpecting 
which he atierted no excufe could 
be offered, as there was no prece- 
dent for the breach. It was, there- 
fore, according even to the ftate- 
ment of miniiters, knowingly and 
unneceflarily fet afide, and viri ally 
made a fheet of waile paper. Mr. 
Steele vindicated the proceedings 
of minifters, and propofed the pre- 
vious queftion; which was carried 
by a majority of 173. Ayes 209, 
noes 38. 

Previous to the above difc uffion, 
the report of the committee of 
fupply upon the refolution for 
granting a fubfidy of 200,000l. to 
his Sardinian majefty, was prefent- 
ed to the houfe, on the 3d of May. 
Mr. Fox obferved, that, from ama- 
terial change of circumttances, this 
fubfidy did not ftand upon the fame 
ground as formerly, It was then 
underftood that he was to co-ope- 
rate with the allies againft France: 
—he had now manifefted a defire 
for peace. If it was our obje@ te 
induce 














induce him to continue the war, 
we ought to know whether he con- 
ceived himfelf bound not to make 
ée without our confent. If he 
was not bound, it was then a 
yeftion how far minifters had con- 
Laied to his attempt to procure a 
feparate peace. It was further ne- 
ceflary to have a previous know- 
ledge, whether he would not becom- 
pelledtofucha meafure,and the more 
from the unfortunate experience in 
other fulifidiary treaties. Mr, Pitt 
thought the houfe bound to accede 
to the meafure, both in point of 
prudence and -honour, from the 
uniform honour and fidelity of the 
Sardinian monarch. He denied 
that this monarch had ever mani- 
fefted a defire' for a feparate peace, 
and affirmed that he had merely.ina 
moment of impending danger {tated 
tothe enemy that he would enter into 
an armiftice in conjunction with 
the emperor, but upon no.other 
conditions. To: this, however, the 
emperor had not acceded;. and the 
negotiation finifhed.. During this 
intercourfe, Mr. ‘Pitt ftated, the 
enemy had acquainted his Sardi- 
nian majefty that they would make 
a feparate peace with him, pro- 
vided he would cede their. con- 
quefts in his dominions, and unite 
with them.. This, however; with 
a magnanimity which could)never 
be too highly praifed, he had re- 
fufed. 

Mr. Francis obferved that it 
was not neceflary to confider how 
Sardinia had aéted four months 
ago, but what her fituation and 
ar mode of acting now was. 

pon the recent fuccefles of the 
French in Lombardy, muft the 
mode of action of his Sardinian 
‘majetty be founded. If the deter- 
minations of his Sardinian majefty 
were founded, as had been {tated, 
Upon the preffure of the enemy, it 
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was réafonable to concluie that he 
would confider the emergency, 
more than his magnanimity. He 
ridiculed the idea of contiding in 
the magnanimity of the king. of 
Sardinia in fuch an exigence, and 
appealed to hiftory for the cha- 
racter of the houfe of Savoy, which 
had changed fides as often as its 
intereit or inclination prevailed. 

It was remarked by the fecretary 
at war, and by Mr. Pitt, that the 
vote of the prefent evening only 
enabled his majefty to grant the 
iubfidy if neceflary; and the fecond 
reading was agreed to without a 
divifion. 

Ina fucceeding debate onthis fub- 
ject, Mr. Jekyll, after noticing the 
rapid fuccetles of the Frenchin Italy, 
inquired whether the money voted 
as a fubfidy to the king of Sardinia 
was to be paid to him on that fcore. 
He thought it idle to call that a fub- 
fidy, of which co-operation was 
not the fruit.. If the money voted 
by parliament was an eleemofynary 
gift, the houfe ought to know it; 
and the people who were drained of 
fuch immenfe fums for foreign 
princes, who had one by one de- 
derted them, fhould know in what 
manner this was to be applied. 
Mr. Pitt, in reply, ftated that it 
could not be fuppofed, whatever 
was the final ftate of events, that 
the fubfidy would be continued 
after the feceffion of his Sardinian 
inajefty ; but, upon being: further 
prefied by Mr. Jekyll to ftate 
whether the fubfidy would be 
with-held till the reports refpeéting 
the king of Sardinia were authenti- 
cated, declined a reply, and moved 
for the order of the day. 

On the roth of May, a very im- 
portant motion was brought for- 
ward in both honfes of parliament, 
refpefting a change of fyitem in 
regard to external politics. That 
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in the houfe of lords was moved 
by the earl of Guildford, who 
noticed the public embarrafiment 
in confequence of the war, and the 
manner in which it had been con- 
duéted, and the duty and neceflity 
of attending to the conduct of mi- 
nifters, The fyitem which had 
produced fo much mifery to the 
country, ought, he obferved, to be 
completely done away, and a new 
ene adopted, before any benefit 
could be expeéted. Little hopes 
of profperity could indeed arife, 
till minifters were perfuaded they 
ought to undo all they had done, 
and retraét every ftep they had 
taken in this abjurd and ruinous 
conteft. While it was agreed that 
peace was neceflary to our exiftence, 
it was melancholy that we had fo 
little chance of obtaining one that 
was fafe and honourable, while the 
fame men were allowed to purfue 
the fame fyftem. Having, the laft 


feflion, attempted unfuccefsfully to 


¢onvince the houfe of this, he la- 
mented the neceflity of advancing 
ftale and hackneyed topics, fuch 
as the conduét of the war, — the in- 
curring it when it might have been 
avoided, by the treatment of M. 
Chauvelin, — the negiect to make 
peace after retaking the greatft 
partof Auftrian Flanders, and when 
we had Valenciennes in our own 
hands. His lordthip ably difcuffed 
thefe topics, — the ditferent pretexts 
for entering into the war,—and the 
lofs to the country of 50,000 lives 
and above 50 millions of money. 
The exiftence of ‘a republic in 
France was, he faid, urged as in- 
confiftent with the fafety of Britain. 
When Holland was proteéted, and 
the Netherlands reftored, furely 
every proper aid was granted that 
Great Britain pretended to interfere 
for. . But wild thoughts, and heated 
imaginations, had then led minifters 
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to think of not making peace tiff 
they reached the gates of Paris, 
The defeats and difgraces that en. 
fued were well known, -- the proud 
confederacy againft France diffoly. 
ed,—and whether we were duped by 
our allies, or whether we deceived 
them, was ftill a queftion. His lord. 
fhip reprobated the encouragement 

iven by this country to the war in 

a Vendée, and its fatal effeéts 
upon the Weft-India expedition. 
If the change of governnitnt ia 
France was to prevent peace, he 
thought this prevention might laft 
for ever. He took a review of the 
effects of the war on our internal 
fituation, — the legal reftriétions to 
which it had given rife in the 
Habeas Corpus and Alien bills, — the 
dreadful effect of the war on our 
finances already,-——the fatal con- 
fequence of the expences of another 
campaign, —- and. the injury to 
trade. He cenfured the long delay 
between his majeity’s meflage and 
any attemipt to treat for peace, and 
the mode of treating with Mr. 
Barthelemi as an awkward attempt. 


‘The whole, he faid, fhewed that it 


had been the latent motive of mi- 
nifters all along to decejve parlia- 
ment, and delude Europe. The 
refources of the country were, he 
thought, confolatory, but they 
might certainly be pudhed too far; 
and warned minifters’ of the great 
evils of an unlimited export of 
money. His lordfhip concluded 
by detiring his motion to be read, 
which was for an addrefs to his 
majefty, ftating the opinion of the 
houfe refpeéting, the conduct of 
minifters in. the prefent war, .and 
aicribing the embarraffinents of the 
nationto thelr mifmanagement; and 
urging the probability of their conti- 
nuance and encreafe, if the fame 
prineiple fhould ftill prevail in the 
Britifh councils — reminding his 

mayjefty 
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mnajeft f the unparalleled pro- 
(purity of the country at the com- 
mencement of the war, and ad- 
yerting to the dignity and advan- 
tage w ich might have refulted to 
the nation from mediating between 
inftead of joining the belligerent 
powers. The addrefs proceeded 
to notice the flimfy pretexts 
which had been pleaded by mi- 
nifters for entering into the war ; 
their entire rejection of every pro- 

1 for an amicable adjuftment 
of differences by négotiation ; and 
in anfwer to. the plea, that the 
French were the firft to de- 
clare war, remarked that it was 
impoflible to deny, that the power 
which fhuts up the channel of ne- 
gotiation muft be the real aggrefior 
in war; and to this bar to negotl- 
ation, the rupture which followed 
might be attributed, — that the pre- 
tences under which minifters 
then haughtily refufed to commu- 
nicate, have fince been expofed by 
their {ubmitting to a fimilar inter- 
courfewith the French government, 
—that the mifguided policy which 
had rendered the war inevitable, 
appeared to have actuated minifters 
to continue it at all hazards, — and 
that their obftinacy in its continu- 
ance was not more remarkable than 
their verfatility in the pretexts for 
, Us juftification, The ftrength, the 
‘weaknefs, the fucceffes, the mif- 
chances of the enemy, or of the 
allies, had been all urged as motives 
for continuing the war. The ori- 
ginal objects attained, new ones 
were inftituted, — the overtures 
“Inade by the enemy, even when the 
circumitances of France were emi- 
nently favourable to his majefty and 
the’allies, were reje&ted unheard, 
though there was every reafon to 
hope that a negotiation, if then com- 
menced, might have terminated in 
aa honourable peace. — It fur- 
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ther infifted that’ miniftets had 
perfifted in a war which could 
fearce have any remaining objec& 
but that of impofing upom France 
a government dilapproved by the 
inhabitants of that country; yet, 
unable to frame a wife fyitem of 
policy, they rejected the advan- 
tages that belonged to their own 
unfortunate fcheme. Their defiga 
to interpofe in the internal govera- 
ment of France was #00 manifett not 
to provoke the national zeal of that 
people; but their projects were too 


€quivocal to attract the confidence, 


or procure the co-operation of even 
the difatteéted French.—That the 
houfe begged leave to reprefent to 
his majefty, that many opportunities 
for 2 favourable pacification had 
been loft by minifters, and that 
from this negle&t (of which the 
addre{s produced feveral inftances) 


the progrefs of hoftilities had ouly 
ferved to eftablith the evils which 


might have been avoided by nego- 
tiation, but°which were now con- 


‘firmed by the events of war, and 


for the prevention of which it was 
avowedly undertakens— That the 
houfe had felt the fincereft fatis- 
faction from the meflage which tad 
given them the hopes of a negoti- 
ation for peace; but now experi- 


-enced great forrow fram obferving, 


that three months had elapfed be- 
fore any overtures had been made 
tothis effeét; and that, when taken, 
minifters, fo far from conciliating 
the French, ftudioufly avoided eve- 
ry acknowledgment of the repub- 
licy and the minifler through whom, 
the overture was made, was in- 
ftruéted to declare that he had tio 
authority- to enter into any dif- 
cuflion of the terms of the propofed 
treaty. —That the manner in which 
it was broken off afforded a vety 
unfavourable comment on the re- 
luctance of miniflers to-eater into 
at, 
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it, and was calculated to make a 
bad impreflion refpecting their fin- 
cerity on the people of France; that, 
on a review of many inftances of 
profs mifconduét, proceeding from 
the fame pernicious principles, the 
houfe thought itfelf bound in duty 
to-his majefty, and their conftitu- 


ents, to declare that they faw no. 


rational hope of redeeming the af- 
fairs of the kingdom, but by the 
adoption of a fyftem radically dif- 
ferent from that which had pro- 
duced the prefent calamities. The 
addrefs concluded with a very fpi- 
rited philippic againft the conduc 
of minifters. 

The motion was warmly objeét- 
ed to, not only on account of the 
nature of the bufinefs, but of the 
great variety of matter it contain- 
ed, by the lords Sydnev, Carlifle, 
Carnarvon, and Mulgrave. Lord 
Hawke(lburv vont at, kt the ar- 
guments in favour of the war being 
unavoidable on our part, and pro- 
voked by the wanton aggreflion of 
the enemy. He denied that any dif- 
pofition to make peace had been 
fhewn on the part of France after 
the furrender of Valenciennes ; he 
dwelt upon the folicitude fhewn by 
the French directory to avoid the 
title of king in their anfwer to the 
ambaflador of the Spanifh monarch. 
With refpeé& to the negotiation 
which had been fo much repro- 
bated, he faid, the only poffible way 
of negotiating under fuch circum- 
ftances was, to authorize Mr. Wick- 
ham merely to put the only quef- 
tions which could be put toa pow- 
erful enemy: “ Are you willing to 
treat for peace on fair and honour- 
able terms? and what are the terms? 
Will you confent to a congrefs for 
the negotiation of the pacificatory 
terms ‘and “ Is there any other 
mode you like better?” Mr. Bar- 
thelemi was, his lordfhip ftated, a 
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man of fuch refined addrefs, {5 wey 
fitted for the diplomatic art, that he 
would have wormed out of Mr. 
Wickham all his purpofes without 
in the leaft committing himfelf, and 
it would have been made a handle 
againft negotiating. The anfwer of 
the directory clearly evinced they 
had no real defire for peace: the 
only way left, therefore, was a vi- 
gorous profecution of the war. 

The duke of Grafton fupported 
the motion; reprobated the prin- 
ciple and conduét of the war, and 
thought peace would not be ob- 
tained under the prefent admini- 
ftration, as they had manifeftl 
wifhed the utter deftruction of the 
French republic; and therefore, 
were they even to obtain peace, the 
people would not be brought to be- 
lieve otherwife than that it might 
have been concluded on more ad- 
vantageous terms by lefs obnoxious 
men. His grace adverted to the 
clofe of the American war, when 
theattorneyand folicitor general had 
fet a precedent for unfaying what 
had been faid, and undoing what 
had been done, when the retrac- 
tion was of -ufe to the country. 
He lamented the ftrides, which he 
thought endangered the conititu- 
tion and the monarchy itfelf; the 
introduction of a military govern- 
ment, which threatened annihila- 
tion to the liberties of the people; 
and the arbitrary controul that mi- 
nifters had obtained by the pre- 
veation of remonftrances to the 
throne. 

The motion was further refifted 
by the lord prefident, and earl Fitz- 
william, and replied to, in an ani- 
mated f{peech, by lord Grenville. 
He regarded it, he faid, in the light 
ofa pamphlet, intended not to con- 
fine its operation to that houfe, but 
meant for the public. His lordfhip 
juftified the war in every ftage, and 

vindicated 
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vindicated the conduct of minifters 
jn every point on which they were 


arraigned. The conduct of the 
French, rendered war unavoid- 
able ; and, with ref{pect to conclud- 
ing peace when Holland and the 
Netherlands were fafe, that was un- 
der the tyranny of Robefpierre. 
He difclaimed the idea of our only 
fafety confiiting in a ded/um ad inter- 
necionens, but thought the deftruction 
of the republic an event favourable 
to the interefts of both countries: 
this was not, however, neceffary to 
apeace. His lordfhip noticed the 
fluctuations in the French govern- 
ment, which prevented a confidence 
in their ftability even at prefent, 
and dwelt upon the difhonour of 
making any terms feparate from 
our allies. Mr. Wickham was, 
his lordfhip faid, certainly not au- 
thorized to negotiate, nor was there 
an.initance of a perfon thus autho- 
rized inthe firftinitance. Hecon- 
tended for the entire ability of the 
prefent minifters to conclude a 
peace: the parallel, refpecting un- 
faying what had been faid, was 
carried further than it would go; 
and the anfwer given by Mr. Bar- 
thelemi to the note of Mr. Wick- 
ham, difcovered that the prefent 
Orators of the republit retained the 
ambitious preteniions of their pre- 
deceffors, The intention of mi- 
nifters to re-eltablifh the old French 
monarchy was denied by the earl 
of Mansfield, who, however, 
thought that meafure not only juf- 
tihable in this country, but the 
mott calculated for the happiuels 
of France and of all lurope. 

Phe motion was ably vindicated 
by the marquis of ‘Lanfdowne, 
who avowed that he had frequently 
witnelled a variety of motions open 
to the fame objections. No inter- 
ett peculiarly Britifh, his lordfhip 
Said 


1798, 


» Called upon us to continue the 
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war, fince we were already in pof- 
{efion of nearly all that Britith 
avidity could defire; and what 
was there upon the continent to 
induce us to perfevere? ‘ The 
good faith of our allies, and the 
punctual difcharge of our engage- 
ments,” was a language that coft 
us many millions, for which we 
had little or no return. National 
honour could not indeed be main- 
tained too high: but what‘fecurity 
of reciprocity had we? His lord- 
fhip entered into a review Of the 
fituation of Auttria, to fhew the 
probability of the emperor being 
compelled to a_ ieparate » peace. 
Perfeverance in war was, indeed, 
likely to be ruinous both to that 
country and this. Another motive 
ftated by his lordfhip for the ne- 
cefity of peace, was, thatif both 
were driven to extremities, the re- 
lative fituation of the two coun- 
tries would be, that the price of 
labour in the one would pr bably 
be free from impofition, and, in the 
other, loaded with fuch a mafs of 
taxes, as muft ruin comparatively 
both trade and manufactures. The 
principles that the war had been 
intended to prevent the diffe- 
mination of, were, his lordfhip 
contended, much more widely dit- 
fufed by that very meafure, and, 
in fact, were in no place more the 
objects of general attention, if re- 
port might be relied on, than in the 
eleétorate of Hanover. With re- 
fpe& to the practicability of ob- 
taining peace, he ftrongly fuf- 
pected that there muft have been 
many openings, not probably in the 
way of official queftions and an- 
{wers, which might certainly have 
led to fo defirable an event, had 
they met with a corref{ponding in 

clination on our part. That this 
inclination had, as was ftated, been 


manifefted by the note of Mr. 


A Wick 
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Wickham to M. Barthelemi, he 
did not agree to; and, in contra- 
dition to this being ‘the general 
mode of negotiation, he quoted the 
negotiations which ended in the 
peace of 1763 and of 1782, both 
of which were -conduéted in a 
mode diametrically oppofite. It 
was difficult to judge of the fince- 
rity of men, and painful to doubt 
it; but, placing himfelf in the 
fituation of the French, he fhould 
not have thought minifters fincere : 
and this might account for their 
an{wer. 

Lord Lauderdale ob wages 
the war had complete ny failed in 
the two objeéts for which it was 
declared to be ilitadlcn, nthe 
fafety of our allies, and the pre- 
vention of French principles. 
He infifted much upon the equi- 
vocal appearance of the late 
negotiation, and obferved, that 
if the republic of France had 
evinced an enmity to monarchical 
government by avoiding the men- 
tion of the word king, the govern- 
ment of England h; id with equal 
care, in the late pretended negoti- 
ation, avoided any recognition of 
the republic, or even the mention 
of itsname. In inveigzhing againtt 
minifters, his lordthip r verely ani- 
macdverted upon th vile treatment of 
admiral Cornwallis. The court 
martial agalnft him he confidered 
as capricioufly and unneceflarily 
held, and the acquittal of the admi- 
ral as a difgrace to the board of 

His lordthip pointedly 


that 


adm ay 
ridiculed the idea of minifters hav- 
ing quietly abandoned their old 
ground of objection to negotiate on 
the {core of the rapid fucceffion of 
rulers in France, artd the inflabiliry 
of that government, and havi) 
exprefied a defire to treat w' 
of the duration of fre mon: 
refpect to the leneth of the 
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to which minifters objefed, for 
that they might thank themfelves, 
It was a long and black c atalogue 
of their abfurdities ; and the mat ters 
to which it pointed were too im- 
portant to be abridged. 

The lord chancellor {trongly ob. 
jected to the motion, and thought 
it would have been more confiftent 
with common fenfe, and anfwered 
party purpofes perhaps more effec. 
tually, to have petitioned his ma- 
jefty to change minifters fo inca- 
pable and incorrigibly obftinate. 
His lordthip ftrongly infifted upon 
the advantages we had gained in 
the war, and the flourifhing ftate 
of ourerefources' The motion 
went, he obierved, to condemn 
that very conduét, and thote very 
meafures, to the propriety of w hich 
the houfe had fo often affented, 
This was for their lordfhips to pafs 
a vote of cenfure on themfelves. 
On a divifion of the houfe, there 
appeared, for the queftion 10, 
againft it 110. 

The fame motion, which had 
been introduced into the houfe of 
lords by the earl of Guildford, was 
brought forward on the fame day 
bv Mr. Fox in the houfe of com. 
mons. He be gan by ftating, that, 
after the difapointments he had 
incurred in his different endeavours 
to ftop the deftruétive career of 
minifters, he fhould not again have 
addreffed the houf fe, except in eXx- 
prefiing his folemn proteft againft 
the meafures purfued, had not fe- 
veral events occurred during the 
lait year, to alter the fentiments of 
thofe by whom he was oppofed. 


Phe event of the greateft importance 


ras the ation at Bafle, by the 
vent of whic h it was afcertained 
t there was no immediate pro- 
of peace, and that it was not 
In the power of thofe ¢ sntrufted 
with the adminiftration of public 


113 '» 


ne gt Ot} 


la 


pect 











FOREIGN 


gffairs, to obtain terms from the 
enemy which they could offer to 
the nation. It could not, there- 
fore, be difputed, that our fituation 
was worfe than when, whether by 
conqueft or conceflion, we had a 
profpect of peace. Of the circum- 
ftances, Mr. Fox faid, which redu- 
ced us to this fituation, he pro- 
pofed to enter into a detail. What- 
ever might be urged concerning its 
not being our bufinefs to inquire 
into the caufes of the evil, but to 
difcover and epply the remedy, he 
would contend that the true way 
of getting out of difficulty, was to 
review the caufes by which f was 
produced, and thence to form plans 
for our deliverance. The corol- 
lary of this propofition was, that 
the houfe fhould retrace the fteps 
taken in the prefent and 
fee, whether much of its fatality 
was not to be afcribed to our own 
{yftem He propoted to look re- 
trofpectively inftead of profpective- 
ly. Mr. Fox, in defence of his de- 
fire to inquire whether the prin- 
ciples aéted upon had not been 
fundamentally wrong, quoted the 
argument of Demofthenes ; when, 
{peaking of the Athenians, he 
Compared their calamities with the 
mifmanagement of their rulers, and 
contended that their misfortunes 
fo tar from being a caufe of de- 
Apair, were a ground of hope, 
‘Tf, ’ faid he, “ they had fallen into 
thefe misfortunes by natural and 
irremediable caufes, there might 
be reafon for defpair; but if they 
are the fruits of mifconduét, it may 
be poflible by wifdom and pru- 
dence to repair the evil.” This 
argument, he thought, applied 
exactly to us, and there was 
Sone “J prefumption that the 
vears had Bread fituation in. four 
. vee Deen owing to the con- 
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duct of thofe who had the charge 
of public affairs. . 
Mr. Fox then reverted to our 
fituation at the opening of the 
budget in 1792, three years after 
the French revolution, whem the 
minifter {tated to the houfe every 
circumftance which could prove 
the utmoft national profperity. He 
then (faid Mr. Fox) admitted, that 
fifteen years of peace was, perhaps, 
rathr too much to expect, but 
we had as rational hopes of conti- 
nued tranquillity as had ever ex- 
ifted in the hiftory of modern times. 
This was full two years after the 
firft revolution; —- after the national 
affembly had compelled the king to 
come to Paris, which wa’ {aid to 
be his goal; —after the national 
affembly had annihilated the titles, 
and deftroved the feudal tenures of 
the nobility ; after it had confif- 
cated the church lands, banifhed 
and compelled 


oath contrary 





part of the clergy, 
the reft to take an ’ 
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their confciences. Even aft 
ficht of the king, all 


~~ 


{tances were infuficient to cloud 
profpect Oo} p rhaps a fifteen 
vears’ peace. That minitters fur- 
ther faw no probability of a rup- 
ture, from our 
not at firft taking any part in the 
difputes between France and Au- 
ftria, by whom hoftilities had then 
commenced, and from the meafure 
of funding the four per cents. 
Thus ended the feffion of 1792; 
in the fummer vacation of that 
year, a republic was fubftituted for 
a monarchy in France; an act 
which, however unjuft and impo- 
litic in thofe by whom it was per- 
petrated, Great Britain as a nation 
had certainly no concern with. 
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All the events that could be fup- 
to have influence by ex- 
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ample upon the conftitution of 
Er gland, had already happened. 
To the changes that had taken 
place, thofe already ftated jacobin 
principles were in full force prior 
to this event. If then the princi- 


ples eftablifhed before the roth of 


Auguft were calculated to give mi- 
nifters confidence in the continu- 
ance of tranquillity, the change of 
that day could not deftroy it. Mr. 
Fox ridiculed the concern expretled 
for the monarchy of France, whofe 
reftlefs ambition had occafioned the 
public debt and the national bur- 
dens of this country. He thought 
there was a time, before the war 
broke out with Au(tria, when this 
country might have exercifed with 
effet the dignified office of a medi- 
ator, to which it was called by 
the events of the preceding year. 
The event to which he principally 
referred, Mr Fox faid, was the trea- 
ty of Pilnitz, by which Ruffia and 
Pruflia avowed their intention of 
interfering in the internal affairs of 
France, if they were fupported by 
the other European: powers: this 
certainly was an agegreffion againtt 
France. This treaty was, he be- 
lieved, only a menace which the 
parties did not mean to carry into 
etfeat; but that did not alter its ef- 
fect upon France. ‘This Mr. Fox 
inferred from the fituation of the dif- 
ferent courts of Europe, which were 
focircumftancedthat notwoofthem 
could aét but by general confent. 
The dreadful maflacres of Paris, 
which Mr. Fox very feelingly de. 
plored, did not, however, he con- 
tended, make any d fference in our 
reloth tuation: they exa@ly re- 
fem ted maffacres informer px riods, 
np which Gre 
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in April; would it not then haye 
been wife in this country to have 
mediated between the two powers 
and prevented the invafion? The 
more the aggrandifement of France 
was to be dreaded, the greater was 
the reafon for exercifing the office 
of a mediator before the war com. 
menced. Soon after this, Mr, Fox 
faid, the recall of lord Gower from 
Paris took away every means of ex. 
planation and conciliation; mon. 
feur Chauvelin was indeed permit- 
ted to continue here, but in a dubi- 
ous character, and not treated ina 
way to favour conciliation, which 
brought him tothe immediate caufes 
of the war: thefe, Mr. Fox faid, 
had generally been reduced to three; 
firft, the way in which certain indi- 
viduals belonging to the corre- 
{ponding fociety were received bythe 
French government: fecondly, the 
decree of the 19th of November: 
and thirdly, the claims fet up againf 
the monopoly held by the Dutch 
of the navigation of the Scheldt. 
Refpeéting the firft, no complaint 
was made, no diflatisfaction ftated. 
Refpecting the decree, was it ever 
complained of ? was its revocation, 
or any explanation of it, ever de- 
manded? This was a circumftance 
fo nearly connected with the exift- 
ence of government, that he knew 
not how to feparate them. A refu- 
fal was made to recognife the go- 
vernment of France; and then all 
conciliation was at an end. The 
moment that all means of explana- 
tion were withdrawn by the recall of 
lord Gower, a virtual declaration of 
war was made; yet, through M. 
Chauvelin, the French had manifet- 
eda ftrong defire for explanation. All 
writers on the laws of » ar, Mr. Fox 
faid, agreed that an infult, an oute 
rage, or even an agegreilon, was 
not «legitimate caufe of war, unicts 
an explanation is refufed. Was 
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there, he afked, a man who believ- 
ed that if a negotiation had been 
entered into upon the opening of the 
Scheldt, matters might not have been 
arranged ? the Dutch did not, how- 
ever, at the time, think the Scheldt 
worth difputing about, and, in faét, 
fo little cared tor the ailiftance we 
forced upon them, that Holland 
was not conquered by the arms of 
France, but by the Dutch them- 
felves. It wasa reafon given againit 
recognifing the French republic, 
that it would offend our allics; 
would, Mr. Fox afked, our ally of 
Pruffia after fwallowing fo much of 
the treafure of this country, have 
deferted us one day fooner? Had 
we recoguifed it, we might equally 
at this time have availed ourfelves 
of the afliftance of Auttria. 

Mr. Fox next proceeded to a 
comprehen(ive ftatement of the dif- 
ferent tranfactions of the war. Soon 
after our taking the field, the French 
were driven from Auftria, and Hol- 
land was fafe, and M. Maret was 
fent to this country with propofals 
for peace. Thefe were, however, 
refufed, becaufe minifters had de- 
ferted the fvitem of neutrality, and 
no longer confining their views to 
the fafety of their allies, but infa- 
tuated with fuccefs, began to feek 
indemnity. Mr. Fox pointedly 
cenfured the want of a determined 
obrect, which had appeared on our 
fide in the war; and the contra- 
Gictory circumftances which this 
had occafioned. The emperor was 
taking towns in Alface in the name 
of the king of Ilungary, while we 
were taking Valenciennes for the 
emperor, proclaiming the conftitu- 
tion of i grat Toulon, inthe name 
of Louis XVII. and taking poffef- 
fion of Martinique, and fummon- 
ing Dunkirk for the king of Great 
Britain, Mr. Fox ftated the horria 
treatment received by M, La Fay- 
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ette, the friend of the very monarch 
for whom minifters profeffed to 
have taken up arms, and the inhof- 
pitality practifed to M. Lameth: 
the behaviour of the allies to Du- 
mouriez was, he ftated, equally im- 
politic. It had, he obferved, been 
ftated that the fole object of Great 
Britain was to procure a juft and 
honourable peace, and that this was 
the object of the confideration of 
the allies. Why was not that ob- 
ject attempted before the defertion 
of Pruffiaand Spain? Their feceflion 
might eafily have been forefeen, and 
ought to have been provided againft. 
Mr. Fox entered with his ufual abi- 
lity into the power of the French to 
preferve peace, but ridiculed the 
plea of not feeking it till the efta- 
blifhment of a regular government, 
when they had f{ ttled themfelves in 
a permanent government, afcer- 
tained the extent and boundaries of 
their conquefts, and given to the 
territory of other nations the very 
inherent quality of their own de- 
partment. He very ably argued 
againit what had fo frequently been 
advanced refpecting the decayed re- 
fources of France. Whatever had 
been faid, at this time they appear- 
ed irrefiftible. Mr. Fox cenfured 
the delay which had arifen between 
the ipeech from the throne and any 
attempt at negotiation. The time 
for it was, he obferved, favourable, 
as it was in the interval of a cam- 
paign. ‘The delay did not however 
feem to have arifen from a with to 
confult with the allies, fince it did 
not appear that they either fanc- 
tioned or difapproved the negoti- 
ation. He could not, he faid, on 
the whole face of the tranfaétion, 
putting himfelf in the place of the 
French, have thought minifters fin- 
cere. The pretence fet up by the 
French, that they cannot give up 
any territories which have been cone 
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folidated with the republic, was, he 
thought, unjuft; but it was a cir- 
cumitance that dou bled his indig- 
nation againft minifters who had 
broughit us into this lamentable §tu- 
ation. A complete change of his 
majefty’s councils was, he thought, 
ne: eflary, and to bring the coun- 
fellors to fee the errors of their patt 
conduét. Should the pret fent mi- 
nilters prove an exce pul ion to the 
rule that no miniiter who commen- 
ced and carried on a war ever 
made an advantageous peace, they 
fhould fiew a conviction of their 
patt errors, and renounce the prin- 
ciples on which they have acted, be- 
fore they can hope to put an end 
with honour and fafety to a war fo 
conducted. We had, he fiuid, com- 
pletely tailed in all the objects for 
wh ich it was undertaken. Holland 
was lott, the king of France exiled, 
and the power and aggrandifement 
of the republic greater than ever, 
Of our allies, the king of Pruflia 
has been injured the lealt; Spain 
had been forced to make peace ; 
and Sardinia, the verv pattern of 
fidelitv, proves aifo to be an exam- 
ple of misfortune. Ruffia had in- 
deed futtered not! it ws her ob} eét 
was fo plunder Po land, in whi ch 
fhe had been collaterally fupported 
by England. This, he obferved, 
was a mortal blow to another pro- 
feffed olbjeét in the war, the preter- 
vation of the balance of power. If 
the country was now to be faved, it 
was, he faid, neceflary to retrace 
our fteps: all other remedies were 
mere pommeives, and he therefore 
recommended a complete change 
of {vftem. 

It was obferved by the chancellor 
ofthe exchequer, that, whatever was 
Our prefent tituation, “ it was cer- 
ta nly wiler not to fix our attention 
on the fav,’ but to look to wu hat 
cau and itll remains to be done. 
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With refpeét to the origin of the 
war, Mr. Pitt infifted upon the 
aggreflion lying on the fide of the 
French, and that this was the gene. 
ral op:nion of all candid and im pars 
tialmen. Initead of the retrofpects 
which had been entered into, it 
would have been more becoming in 
a friend to his country to have 
point: d out the hne of condué 
which it would be right to purfue; 
not that he withed, Mr, Pitt faid, 
to evade a retrofpect, but becaufe 
he felt it of more importance to call 
the attention of the houfe to the 
actual flate of things which appear. 
ed to have been entirely overlook- 
ed. The concluiion to which the 
{fpeech juft delivered went, was to 
record a confeflion and retraCation 
of our paft errors, that we are em- 
barked in a conteft in which we 
wantonly and unjuftly engaged, 
though the defence was in faét fuch 
as our deareft intereits called for, 
and fuch as a regard to juftice and 
to every moral principle legitimated 
and fanétified. Would the houte 
then refcind al! the refolutions it 
had come to fince the commence. 
ment of the war? Every proper 
meature for the attainment of peace 
mutt, he ftated, have been put in 
practice by him, not only from 
inotives of public duty, but of 
the perfonal eafe, and to "effect the 
favourite objeét he had in view, 
that of redeeming the public debt, 
and the 4 per cents, With re- 
{pect to our having with-held from 

propoting a mediation, the at- 
tempt would have been hazardous, 
and would on ly havee xpoted us to 
difficulties and dit putes, if we were 
determined, as we ought to be, 
to enforce that mediation on the 
parties who refufed to admit it. 
What, he afked, was the great ule 
intended to be made of peace if to 
procured? Was it fit that we 
fhould 











fhould go to war to prevent the 

rtition of Poland, which, how- 
ever wrong, certainly had no ef- 
fet in deftroying the balance of 
Europe ? The attempt to prevent 
the partition of Turkey, which at 
that time was fo much inveighed 
againft, was, lie faid, to prevent 
the partition of Poland. Revert- 
ing to the provocations from France, 
Mr. Pitt noticed the offentive de- 
cree of the roth of November, and 
the welcome reception met with in 
France by feditious perfons from 
this country. The whole conduct 
of the French towards the people of 
Holland was, he contended, in di- 
rect oppofition to their former de- 
clarations. The allowed continu. 
ance of M. Chauvelin here as long 
as the king had a fhadow of power, 
and the communication afterwards 
between the Britif minifter at the 
Hague and general Dumouriez, af- 
forded many opportunities for con- 
ciliation, which were neglected by 
them, and fucceeded by an open de- 
claration of war. With refpect to 
what had been urged of our averfe- 
nefs to treat for peace under both 
profperous and adverfe circumitan- 
ces, he would afk whether it was rea- 
lonable, when a juft hope was enter- 
tained of increafing our advantages, 
to rifk the opportunity which thofe 
advantages would procure of making 
oetter terms; or was it reafonable, 
when we experienced great and de- 
plorable misfortunes, to entertain a 
jut apprehenfionof obtaining a per- 
manent and honourable peace, on fair 
conditions ? Heallowed we had met 
with ferious and bitter misfortunes 
in the war, but we had, he contended, 
gained confiderably by a continu- 
ance inthe conteft, by the exhauftion 
of the trade and the finances of the 
enemy, by the capture o} her foretzn 
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ject of the war, he denied that a 
reftoration of the abufes of the old 
government in France formed any 
part of the plan of minifters, though 
they certainly wifhed to have one to 
treat with, in which there fhould be 
no jacobin principles. It would 
certainly, be ftated, have been very 
imprudent in minifters to have fued 
for peace after the campaign of 
1794, the unfortunate event of 
which turned againft us upon as 
narrow a point as, he believed, ever 
occurred. Inftead of minifters giv- 
ing way to alarm at this period, 
they had fent out expeditions to 
capture the Dutch fettlements, 
which we might either reftore to 
the ftadtholder if he was reftored, 
or retain fgr ourfelves, Had 
erms been then offered, would 
they have been better than at pre- 
fent? It would certainly have been 
advantageous to have prevailed 
upon Spain and Pruffia to continue 
the war ulfthe enemy was brought 
to terms: but before any blame 
could attach to minifters upon this 
ground, it would be neceffary to 
fhew, that, prior to their defection, 
terms were propofed to us which 
we rejected. The cabinet of Great 
Britain had certainly no fhare in 
the treatment of M. La Favette, 
nor were minifters warranted in in- 
terfering with our allies on the fub- 
jet. Without entering into an 
extended detail of the comparative 
fituation of the Englith and French 
finances, Mr. Pitt {tated that the 
derangement of the French armies 
at the latter end of the laft cam- 
paign, the exhaufted ftate of their 
magazines and ftores, and their ule 
timate retreat before the allied pow- 
ers, furnifhed a convincing proof 
that the rapid decline of their fi- 
nances. began to affect in the great- 
elt degree their military operations. 
With refpeét to the argument 
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drawn from the diftance of time 
between his majefty’s fpeech and 
the fubfequent declaration to par- 
liament, relative to a want of fin- 
cerity in the meffage delivered to 
the French minitler at Balle, neither 
the meflage nor declaration profeti- 
ed any intention in the Britifh go- 
vernment to be the firft in making 
pacific prope ‘als. Neither could any 
argument of this nature be drawn 
from our not having acted in con- 
cert with the allies refpecting the 
propofals for negotiation. A re ady 
intercourie could not at that time 
be held with them: but this tk p 
not taken without previous 
ation. Asto noacknow- 

nt being made of the repud- 

was a circuinftance which 

nich did not thiak necetiary, 

the da ¢iorv ‘had an{wered 


) 


note without adverting to it. 

ey mutt, indeed, wave been a- 
ire that the propofal to treat im- 
pi«tarecognition, Denmark had 
not recognized it ull the prefent 
veer. To have propoted terms to 
the enemy befdre the aflurance of 
their willinenefs to treat, would, 
he thought, have been ab‘urd. <As 
to not having empoweied the mi- 
nifter at Balle to neyotiate, was it 
ever known tliat the perfon em- 
plovea to found the dilpotition of a 
beiligerent party was confidered 
usa proper minifter tor ditcufling 
all the relative interefts, and con- 
cluding atreaty? Mr. Pit ttrongly 
infifted upon feverai other topics, 
to prove the fincerity of miniiters 
inthe negotiation. So far from the 
enemys rifing n their demands on 
account of their belief of the infin- 
ceritvy of minifters, Mr. Pitt obfer- 
ved, that if they really believed this, 
their nolicy would have lain in 
making juft and moderate demands, 


which, of reye&ed, would prove thar 
want of candour, and that appetite 


for war, which had been attributed 
to minifters With re{fpeét to the 
abrupt clofe of the negotiation, ang 
the open communication of the re. 
fult, the terms propofed by the 
enemy cut fhort all further treaty, 
and the communication of the re. 
fult would have at lea(t the import- 
ant confequence of dividing the 
opinions of France, and uniting 
thofe of England. 3 
Mr. Fox, in reply, afked whether 
the infimous partition of Poland 
was, in any re{pedt, to be compared 
with the circumftances of Turkey, 
at the moment fpoken of: the 
Turks, after unprovoked aggref. 
fion, were humbled by the power 
of the emprets; and he had, he faid, 
then reprobated the idea of the ar. 
rogant interference of this country, 
to prevent her from obtaining a juft 
indemnification. The principle ad- 
vanced, that, no matter for the in. 
juitice, fince the balance of power 
remains the fame, was, he faid, 
terrible. The effecét of the motion 
was not, he contended, humiliating 
for the country, but for minitters. 
He thought, that if the minifter 
would reafon trom efteé& to caufe, 
he would find that the French fi- 
nances were not deranged to the de- 
gree fuppofed, or that they were 
now re-eftablifhed. The defence 
which had been fet up of the fin- 
cerity of minitiers, was, he con- 
tended, the beft detence of the 
conduct of the French. Was it to 
be expected that any regard would 
be paid to a man who had no au- 
thority from the allies with whom 
we were connected, no authority to 
make {pecific propofals? or would 
the correfpondence with Mr. Wick- 
ham, which was of a private na- 
ture, Or any private communication, 
have been publifhed, had the defire 
of pacification been fincere? He 
ftill confidered the recognition # 
tne 
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the French republic as of the laft 
importance, and much more necef- 
{ary as a preliminary of peace than 
the conditional recognition of Ame- 
rica daring the laft war, since the 
French had beftowed upon the vari- 
ous republics of Genoa, Venice, &c. 
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their titles of magnific, doge, &c. &c. 
they had been on better terms with 
thofe ftates. They had therefore 
felt from his condu&, that the mi- 
nifter had no ferious inclination for 
peace. Ona divifion for the mo- 
tion, the ayes were 42, noes 216, 
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Finances. Mr. Grey’s Motion on that Subjeé. Mr. Piit’s fecond Budget. 
Debates on the new Tax Bills. Difeuffion on the Finances in the Houje of 
Peers, 6y Lords Meira, Grenville, ce. The Earl of Lauderdale’s Speech 


and Motion on the fame Subject. 
Slave Trade. 


Difcujion on the Game Laws. The 


Bill for rendering permanent the Wejiminfter Police Efta- 


blijiment. Bill mt oduced for the Relief of the Quakers. Curates’ A&A. 
Bill for Relief of infolvent. Debtors thrown out. Colonel Cawthorne ex- 
peled the Heufe. Disolution of the Parliament. Its Charadéter, 


N the courfe of the feflion, the 

ftate of the national finances was 
very amply difculled; and feveral 
alarming faéts were brought before 
theeve of the public. Melancholy 
experience has fince given a fanc- 
tion to fome obfervations which 
were at firft efteemed as the unfub- 
ftantial vifions of fpeculative men ; 
there is, however, much reafon to 
fear that the fubjeét has not even 
vet been fufficiently invettigated, 
and that from this {mall but black 
and portentous cloud in the politi- 
cal atmofphere, a ftorm will rife, 
which eventually may overwhelm 
in ruins the conftitution and the 
empire of Britain. 

As early as the rgth of February, 
Mr. Grey moved in the houfe of 
commons for papers relative to 
the finances ; and, on the roth of 
March, brought forward a motion 
on the fubject. He obferved that 
it was of the utmoft importance to 
the houfe to know the real fituation 
of the country ; whether we conti- 
hued to profecute the prefent ruin- 
us war, or looked forwards to 
that molt defirable event, a fpeedy 


peace: was that event even arrived, 
the moft rigid economy was necef- 
fary tous. in order tofecure the 1er- 
manency of peace, a very large naval 
force would be neceflary, not only 
as France would probably attend 
with great diligence to the im- 
provement of her marine, but as 
Ruflia, ever active, ambitious, and 
increafing, had inceflant views of 
aggrandifement. On taking the efti- 
mate of the three preceding years of 
the war, we had added 77 millions 
to the capital of our funded debt; 
to provide fer the intereft of which, 
taxes, in addition to thole already 
laid on, muft be :mpofed to the 
amount of 2,600,0001. This debt, 
compared with the fervice perform- 
ed while it was accumulating, was 
fo enormous as to demand the {cru- 
pulous inveftigation of the houfe, 
rhe prefent war, either in extent 

or importange, was far from equal 
to that under king William.—Our 
religion and conftitution were then 
at fiake; our all was then equally 
in peril; and our exertions to pre- 
ferve it equally varied and exten- 

five. * Let us,” he faid, “ compare 

the 
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the prefent expences with what was 
then expended, and with the ex- 
pences of the American war; and it 
will appearthat the preientexpences 
exceed thofe to a degree that will 
aftonifh the houfe, though the pro- 
fufion prevailing at that time is 
well known.” He proceeded to 
fhew that. we were in that war 
matched with nearly all Europe, 
befides the vaft and diftant conti- 
nent of America. There we had 
an army of 49,000 men, whilit 
we fupported a vigorous war in the 
Eaft and Wett Indies, and at Gi- 
braltar braved the united forces of 
France and Spain, Set in fix 


Vears 


, 


of that war, conducfed as it was 
with acknowledged prod al vy and 
lavifth profufien, we had incurred 


only a debt of tixty-three milhens. 
He might, he faid, be ¢ ld, that.a 
war like the prefent c: lled for creat 
expences; and this he 
fuch expences calicd for a com- 


panion between the fervi and 
amount of the debt, with thote of 
ee ae 

former wars. [in the laft three 


’ : } _~ aon } . fi, . : 
years there wad peen  tpedl by if} 


round pumberstoav )j i ¢ fuhon' 
incurred a debt tor the navy of 
fftecen ditions {co iundred t/ and 
pounds; for the army, /evenicen mil- 
lions fix hundred thoufand pounds; for 
the ordnance, é: tudione fx hun- 
aved thouland f Se hefe tums 
were all vated 1 pon et the 
real expence % n greatcr. 
In addition to t! enormous funs 
of monev had 1¢ | <withe 
eu é ; f ; limon. "| t 
hrit article to v ' e called toe 
attention ef the houfe was the navy. 
ln 1782, the ipeech from the 
throne, for which the pretent mi- 


niite?, as he then held his prefent 
ituation, mult be confidered as 
ib] e delire, that an 
eflablifhmen uid be made with 


‘ > Aus rs: | ; ’ 
Ts he ‘|! til . & Wi, Willa :) tial! 


improve the mode of payment; ang 
recommends to their attention the 
navy and the ordnance, the dif. 
count upon navy bills having 

ed ies ruinous expedient. The 
had been confirmed in 1783, 
when the minifter had atked for 3 
loan of four millions cight hundred 
thoufond pounds; and taid he had 
mace ample provifion for an ex. 
tenfive fcale of expence. 

At the beginning of this war the 
minifter had pledged himfelf, as far 
as he was able, to keep down the 
extraordinaries of the navy, and 
to previ nt the acc umnulation of un- 
funded debt, as it had been {uffer- 


+ ¢ tLe» . . > 
ea To accumuiate ip preceding wars, 


By the accounts on the table, the 


e ¢ , ' 

. . + - | , ] é on oe 

navv deot was ttated ar 10,7 33.c ool, 
tr +! ; > et } | 


to s muit be added other fums, 
and it would appear that the excefs 
of expenditure bevond the votes 
would amount to  13,700,0c0b. 
With all this, Mr, Grev contend. 
ed, that the Bririfh trade had been 
more inbyect to depredation in-the 
prefent conteft than in any other; 


and that, with relpect to the army, 
we were not in a better {1ruation. 
‘he extraordinary expence for tas 
branch of fervice, above the efti- 
mate, exceeded 9,000,c00i. and 


the vote of credit was more than 
double that of anv former period: 
the whole fum expended under this 
head, not fpecifically votad for that 
faid, in rea- 


mtv, fo upw rds of I OC 0, ool. 


eS 


s¢ . > . ‘ ] } . 
purpoie, anounced, Ne 


over which parliament had no con- 
troul ; for the items had not been 
previoufly fubinitted to it. This fyf- 
tem, he obferved, ha 

ly reprobated 


been ftrong- 
under lord North, 
and that in a committee of which 
the preient minifler was a member. 
THe was ready to admit that the in- 
creafedexpences of wars would be in 
proportion to the increaf 


expenc 


on othe 


* ’ s . 
; but no advance had taken 
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place which could juttify the differ- 
ence of expenditure between this 
and former wars. In the war of king 
William, which lafted nine years, 
the amount was _1,200,000l. la 
queen Ann’s war, which laited ele- 
ven years, it was 2,000,000l. tO- 
ether they did nor amount to one 
half of the extraordinaries of the 
orefeut year. Yet even in Wil- 
fam’ ) thine, a je alous houle of com- 
mons had ‘invettigat ed public ex- 
pences. And what was our com- 
fort under this expence? not 
even a fingle victory. Nor was 
it true that there was vatt differ- 
ence in the neceflary expences: 
many then were precifely the 
fame as now, and many now 
were added which were unnecef- 
fary. The extraordinaries and the 
votes of credit in the years 1778, 
779 and 1780, did not amount to 
within 3,200,0001. of the prefent. 
Let us compare too the fervices 
performed in the American war 
andnow. We had then an army 
of 40,000 men acting offenfively: 
we aed vigoroufly in the W eft 
Indies: our fuccefs at Gibraltar 
was brilliant. What were the vic- 
tories of our armies laft/ year? We 
hada continental army which came 
home without achieving any thing, 
We had an army at Ifle Dieu and 
Quiberon: in the Weft Indies had 
we an army even to aét upon the 
defenfive? In the ordnance, we 
are told, there had been a great 
reform and redudtion of expence: 
tor this fervice 2,608,000l. was vot- 
ed on eftimate ; sad from the ac- 
counts, the extraordinaries amount- 
ed to 2,964,000]. To this defici- 
ency every obfervation made upon 
the army and navy would ; apply 
with equal propriety. This an. 


of increafing public expenditure 
was unconftitutional, condemned 
hye ae , . 
ey parliament, recommended in 
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the king’s fpeech to be altered, and 


’ condemned by the minifter, by his 


repeated promifes that he neve 
would yield to fuch a fyftem; yet 
this fyftem, fo reproached and cons 
deroned, was increafed every year 
by that very minifter. The total 
of {ums expended without the con, 
fent of parliament, he ftated at 
31,280,000l. and with the fums 
voted by parliament amounted te 
66,800,000l. funded in the three 
and four per cents. and {pent ig 
three years in the preient war of 
difcomfiture, defeat, and difgrace. 
Befides the unconftitutional mode 
of obtaining money without the 
content of parliament, already men- 
tioned, there were other unconiti- 
tutional practices on the part of the 
executive government: a principal 
one was the erection of barracks. 
It was alarming enough to raife 
money for any purpofe without the 
confent of parliament; but when 
that practice was growing into a 
habit, and made ufe of to invade the 
rights and privileges of the people, 
it was not only a breach of duty ia 
a minifter to incur fuch expence, 
but a ftill greater breach of duty in 
that houfe to fuffer it, Since 1799, 

1,100,000l, had been expended for 
barracks. This was, however, not 
the whole; and he had confequent- 
ly atked for the expence intended 
to be incurred, and a fomething 
to that effec had been laid before 
the houfe; and he wifhed to know 
whether a greater infult could be 
offered to it than that of calling 
upon them for 227,8s5ol. more to 
be advanced on this account? Af- 
ter recapitulating what had beea 
advanced ona former occalion re- 
fpecting barracks, Mr. Grey ob- 
ferved, that the opinions of our 
beft writers were clearly againft 
their erection, and that thev were 


with propriety termed by judge 
Black- 
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Blackftone “ inland fortreffes.’’ — 
With refpe& both to national eco- 
nomy and national liberty, they 
were in the higheft degree repre- 
henfible. The conduct of govern- 
ment in the tranfport fervice was 
feverely cenfured by Mr. Grey. 
Comprtrollers, he ftated, had been 
appointed, to go through a part of 
the fatigue of office; a new board 
was inflituted for this purpofe, in 
which he had been informed there 
were five commiflioners, at 1oool. 
per annumeach. The debt of the 
navy, on account of the tranfport 
fervice, he ftated at 2,444,000. 
This, in lord North’s admmi- 
ftration, had been thought an extra- 
vagant eftimate for building 70 
fhips of the line. Yet our trade, 
notwitifianding thefe enormous 
charges, had been ill protected; 
and when complaints had been 
ynade, they were fent from ofhce to 
office, till thofe who complained dif- 
covered they could have no redrets, 
Admiral Chriftian was deprived of 
the means of failing in the begin- 
ning of October, for want of rea- 
dinefs in the ordnance tran{ports. 
He applied to the fecretary at war 
—he was referred to the tran{port- 
office—and then to another depart- 
ment. The minifter, he obferved, 
had on a former night wnwarily 
admitted that the 

this year was 


vote of credit of 


to be confidered 
applicable, in common with other 
votes for fpecific purpofes, to the 


current fervice of the year. This, 
he contended, was a mifapplication 
and violation of a vote of credit, 
which was intended to fupply un- 
forefeen fervices. There was (till, 
however, a more forcible objection 
to the conduét of minifters in raif- 
Ing money. It arofe out of 
the contents of papers, which 
ftated the amount of fums ad- 
vanced from time te time by the 
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bank, and outftanding. Mone» 
advanced to government by the 
bank might undoubtedly, he faid, 
receive a parliamentary fanéion: 
but it was a mode of raifing money, 
which had from time to time been 
limited by the juft and conitity. 
tional jealoufy of parliament. When 
pariiament recognized the eftablith. 
ment of the bank, they did fo 
upon public principles,and purely 
for the {ike of publicWtility. No 
maxim was better underftood ip 
the houfe, than “ that no advance 
fall be made to government by the 
bank in anticipation of the reve. 
nue.” This prevented the minifter 
from having a command of money 
Without the confent of parliament, 
and provided that a fufficiency 
fhould always remain in the bank 
to anfwer thofe commercial deal- 
ings for the fake of which it was 
inftituted. TThefe falutary provi- 
fions had never been fo much in- 
fringed ay by the prefent minifter; 
and his praétice had been greatly 
diftreffing to the commercial part 
of the country. He ferioufly be- 
lieved this to be the caufe of the 
inability of the bank to affift as ufual 
the commercial credit. December 
the 31 ft, 1792, they were in advance 
to government 11,643,0ocol. and 
were in advance alfo upon two 
votes of credit. The fums ftated 
had been advanced on bills of ex- 
change from the treafury, autho- 
rized by a late aét of parliamemt. 
This praétice had been provided 
againft by the aé&t of Will. and Mary; 
but when a bill upon a vote of credit 
a few feilions ago pafled through the 
houfe, a claufe was fomehow or 
other furreptitioufly introduced, to 
do away the falutary effects of 
that aét. This was, he contend- 
ed, an unconftitutional mode of 
raifing money, and noticed, that 
laft year a loan of unufual magni- 
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tude had been raifed; — that in 

September the minilfer had entered 

into a negotiation which, in a mer- 

cantile houfe, would have been con- 

fidered as an act of bankruptcy ;— 

‘a Oétober had been obliged to 

meet parliament for a new loan ;— 

and in February had demanded a 

vote of credit to pay off arrears. 

While the minifter contended that 

there were oniy five millions of the 
navy debt to be funded, ten mil- 

lions of it were actually floating, 
fven millions of which ought at 
leaftto have been funded. The vote 
of credit of 2,500,000]. ought to have 
been provided for. ‘The intereft alfo 
on exchequer bills was 260,000l. and 

for the management of the bank in 
the loan 329,000l. The ftoppage of 
the diffilleries could not belefs than 
600,000l. together with what was 
to be taken from grants for 1796. 
The whole would amount to 
14,§00,000l. which was the leaft 
we could expect of fervice remain- 
ing to be provided for. Inftead 
ef what was conttitutional and 
what was expected, it weuld be 
found upon inguiry, that money 
was voted and not applied to the 
fervices for which it was {pecifically 
voted; nay, the provifions of an 
act of parliament had been in- 
tringed. The difpotition paper did 
not give the houfe an account it 
could depend upon. The money 
for payingand cloathing the militia, 
Which had been voted, and ought 
to have been iffved at Midfummer 
1794, Was now in arrear. He un-, 
derftood, that Soool. a year was 
paid to one agent for money ad- 
vanced to government, and that 
money was due to ftaff-officers tor 
duty on the continent. After a 
feries of accurate details, Mr. Grey 
contended that our peace eftablith- 
ment could not be lefs than 
22,000,000]. a year;— that our 
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prefent income could not poffibly 
produce more than 19,500,000l, — 
that, therefore, fhould our debt be 
no further increafed, we fhould 
have to provide annually by taxes 
2,500,000l. more than we pay al- 
ready. Mr. Grey called upon the 
houfe, by the moft powerful argu- 
ments, to enter into the inquiry he 
was about to propofe, and to 
“dread the overgrowing influence 
of a miniiter, whofe conduct was 
hoftile to the principles of our con- 
ftitution, and whofe influence it 
was their duty to deftroy, 

Non hydra fee corpore firmior 

Vinci dolentem crevit in Her culem.’* 


He concluded by moving that the 
whole houfe fhould refolve itfelf 
into a committee, to inguire into 
the {tate of the nation. 

Mr. Jenkinfon contended, in re- 
ply, that the prefent pofture of 
affairs afiorded no ground for fuch 
an inquiry, and that, without fuch 
as were peculiarly ftrong and fub- 
itantial, there were many objeétions 
to one being iaitituted. With re- 
{pect to the comparative expence 
with other wars, every war was 
more expenfive than the war pre- 
ceding it; and, according to the 
wealth, profperity, and extent of 
the nation, this was an inevitable 
confequence. If, at prefent, the 
prices of provifions, &c. were nearly 
doubled to individuals, muft they 
not be equally fo to government ? 
Muft not our expences and exer. 
tions alfo keep pace with thofe of 
the enemy? Ifthe war was juft 
and neceffarvy, — which he fhould 
always maintain, fince it had been 
fanctioned by parliament, —then he 
did not fee why the expence of the 
war, which was alfo fanétioned by 
parliament, fhould be a fufficient 
ground for inquiry!!! The ftate- 
mens of Mr. Grey refpeéting the 

American 
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American war were, he contended, 
erroneots, and the expences of 
France exceeded ours by feveral 
millions. The four laft years. of 
that war, the money borrowed, to- 
gether with the unfunded debt, 
amounted to 64,500,000l. and efti- 
mating the expences of the prefent 


war dt 51,000, ool. there was 4 
balance in favour of the prefer 
argument, Of 13,500,0001. The re. 
venues of the country were ftated 
by Mr. Jenkinfon as in the mof 
flourithing ftate: and, with re{pee 
to its commerce, he faid, 


The exports, taking the three laft years of peace, the 
greateft period of commerce the count ry ever knew 


before, the average of each year was - £L 
The average of the laft three years of the prefent war, 
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So that the exports of the war exceeded thofe of the beft 


years of peace, annually, 


- : 1,868,000 


Exports of the average of the three beft years of peace as 


before, : é 


Average of the three laft years war, 


The excefs of the war over peace, 


The money borrowed during 
this war, in proportion to that 
borrowed in the American war, 
was at an advantage of one and a 
half per cent. in favour of this 
country. At the clofe of the peace 
of Aix la Chapelle, the funded debt 
was eighty millions; at the end of 
the next war it was 140 millions ; 
which, if the prefent plan of fund- 
ing ove per cent. had been in prac- 
tice, would not have been in exift- 
ence at this time. This appropri- 
ation of a million annually was cal- 
culated to preferve individual li- 
berty, the conftirution, and the very 
exiftence of the country; and the 
plan of paying off the national 
debt produced a faving to the 
pation fufficient to pay the inter- 
ett of the debt incurred in the 
profecution of this juft and necef- 
fary war. The funded fyftem 
adopted by the preient minitter 
would certainly leave a balance in 
our favour, however great might 
be the expences of the war. The 
excruons of minifters, he contend- 
ed, were fully proportioned tc their 


- - 19,286,000 
> 2\ 2,964,333 
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expences. In the American war 
there were 314 fhips in commif- 
fion; now there were 365, and 
thofe larger; and our troops, 
amounting to 217,206, were tt 
more confiderable than in any for- 
mer war; our exertions were greater 
than lead ever before been expe- 
rienced, and the expence of fub- 
fidies not at all too much, confi- 
dering the benefit to be derived 
from them. There was, indeed, a 
large unfunded debt ; but that was 
provided for in the wavs and 
means of the vear. Confidering 
the different quarters in which the 
war was carried on, it was impof- 
fible to prefent more fatisfactory 
eltimates: this, and the compli- 
cation of eftimates, fully juftitied 
raifing fums without the authority 
of parliament! Mr. Jenkinfon 
firongly defended the iyftem of 
barracks, as proper to be carried to 
its utmolt extent. With refpect to 
what we had gained in the war, he 
adverted to the diftreffed ftate of 
the French navy, the ap con 
in the Laft ladies, the Cape of 
Good 
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Good Hope, the Dutch fettlements, 
St. Domingo, Martinique, and 
Corfica. He contended, that, in- 
ftead of our having degenerated 
from the conftitutional jealouty of 
our anceftors, a larger confiden 
had been given to minifters under 
George I. and II. than at preient. 
A million and a half had been 
raifed for fecret-fervice-money for 
ten years, and no proceedings paffed 
upon it; and atte: wards, when 
parliament required an account of 
it, the minifters advifed the king to 
refule it. Mr. Jenkinfon con- 
cluded by moving the order ot 
the day. 

The arguments of Mr. Grey were 
ably feconded by Mr. Curwen, 
who infifted upon the propriety of 
an inquiry into the expenditure of 
public money for the fatistaction of 


rr 
~ \ 


the public at large, by whom that 
money was raifed. The acqui- 
fitions to the country, which had 


been fo much infitted upon, he 
was far from confidering as 
vantageous to us,as he w as entirely 
of opinion that colonization tended 
to weaken a country, and would 
finally terminate in ruin. The 
refult of an inquiry into the waite 
of men and money in our different 
expeditions, would fully prove that 
thefe had been no advantage to the 
country. After entering at large 
into what appeared to him to have 
been the mifconduét of minifters, 
he thought, that, fhould they perfit, 
they would compel the people to 
fpeak for themfelves, not from any 
love of French principles, but from 
the burthens under which thev 
groaned. The Inquiry was further 
fupported by Mr. M. Robinfon and 
Mr. Martin. It was oppofed by 
Mr. Steele, Mr. M. Montague, and 
mice e Turner, who elegantly 

, (hat tf was not our buf- 
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fpoil our own trade by crying 
Mr. Steele admitted 
that the expences had éxceeded the 
e{timates, though not to the extent 
which had been ftated. The navy 
eftimates, in the three years of the 
war, .were about 15,000,000l. the 
debt, during the fame period, was 
about 12.000, l. but this could 
not be faid to be incurred without 
parliamentary fanétton. The fum 
ufually allowed se man, fince the 
; for fome time, 
in peace, been found fut- 
The minifter, therefore, 
firit year of the war, had 
ftated this debt, and had fince con- 
ed to do fo, together with the 
means for difchareing it. The 
whole of it, except one million and 
a half, had already been provided 
for; andthe houte, by its proceed- 
ings upon this ftatement, had fully 
fanSioned the tranfaction. The 
real amount of the extraordinaries 
of the army was, he contended, 
only 7,500,0c001. Whatever. dit- 
regard to the appropriation act had 
been charged to the prefent mi- 
niiter, the fame praétice had been 
conftantly in ufe in 1782, and for 
years antecedent to the pafling of 
that aét. The provifion of the 
pretent year, for tie re-payment of 
2,600,0001. to the army fervice of 
1795, with the addition of the fur- 
ther extraordinaries to be voted, he 
was ready to pledge himfelf, would 
be more than fufficient to pay the 
army without leaving fixpence in 
arrear. Large arrears had indeed 
been due to the {taff; but there only 
remained rgool. unpaid for 1793, 
and 16,0001. for 1794. Though 
he admitted it had aot been ufual 
to pafs a vote of credit fo early, yet 
it had been applied fix Months pre- 

In regard to 
had been ex- 
nore was 
necellary 


revolution, had not 
ever) ; 
ficient. 


atter elie 
eistwa ‘ 


vious to the grant. 
barracks, 610,000l. 
perided, and 150,000l. 
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neceflary for their completion; in 
this were included beer, forage, &c. 
Of the fix millions iflued tor the 
difcharge of the unfunded debt, 
five millions and a half were in cir- 
culation before the war. On com- 
parifon of this with any former 
war except 1778, there would, he 
faid, be found little difference in 
the expence, 

Mr. Grey, in reply, enforced his 
former arguments, and thought 
much of what had been urged was 
irrelevant to the fubje&t. With re- 
{pect to the provilion faid to be 
made for the navy debt, he ob- 
ferved that there had been no ex- 
planation in what it conifted. \ No 
permanent taxes had been prov ided. 
The lottery, he obferved, was a 
fund in its nature fo unfixed, that 
it could not be reyarded as avail- 
able for more than incidental claims 
and emergencies. This fum of 
tive millions was, therefore, he con- 
tended, a part of the unfunded navy 
debt, and his ttatement perfedtly 
accurate. With refpeét to the 
army, the ftatements, he admitted, 
were nearly juft; but there was a 
faving of 1,500,0001. which, ap- 
plied co the army debt, formed a 
dedudtion from it to that extent. 
Admitting this as a proper deduc- 
tion, there remained a debt of 
feven miilions and a half, coule- 
quently an excefs of two millions 
and a halt above the debt tn the 
American war. But this deduction 
could not be made; for, were the 
arrears paid, the debt would be ac- 
cording to his ftatement. A vote 
of credit was not, as had been 
fiated, an authority to raife a {um 
which might be applied at the dit- 
cretion of minifters. The act itated 
that it was for the enfuing year, 
and for profpective unprovided fer- 
Vices; nor would he admit of a 
contruction which violated both 
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the letter and fpirit of the a@. 
An application contrary to the 
enactment of a bill was a fraud and 
afalfehood. The act of appropri. 
ation exprefsly directed the appli- 
cation of fums to particular feryj. 
ces, to which miniiters paid no 
refpe&. A refolution of the houfe, 
May isth, 1711, ftrongly expreff. 
ed difapprobation of 60001. havin 
been taken from the navy fund by 
the minitier, to fupply the army; 
and ftated fuch a diverfion of the 
public money as leflening the cre. 
dit of the navy. What ought, 
then, to be the diffatisfaction of the 
houfe, to behold a fyftem of uni- 
form violation ot every a& of 
appropriation, and to an extent the 
mott alarming? Other aéts were 
alfo violated. From the difpofition 
paper, it appeared that certain fums 
had been iffued tor particular fer- 
vices, while it was notorious thofe 
very iervices were unpaid. This 
was the cafe with the money for 
cloathing the army, in which a 
balance of 16,o00l. was due from 
midfummer 1794. With refpet 
to the bank, nothing had been faid. 
iis original ftatement refpeéting 
barracks was, he contended, juft; 
and 22 millions of permanent re- 
venue would be neceffary to pro- 
vide for the intereft of the national 
debt with the accumulated expen- 
ces occafioned by the war. Ona 
divifion for the order of the day, 
moved by Mr. Jenkinfon, the ayes 
were 207, noes 45. 
Notwithitanding the ruinous 
fate in which the finances of the 
country were evidently involved, 
in the mont) of April two {trange 
though not unexpected political 
phenomena prefented themfelvesy 
to alarm the thinking part of the 
Rritith fenate ; thefe wera fecond 
budget, and a fecond loan, in the 


fame icflion, 
The 
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The chancellor of the exchequer 
on the 18th of that month brought 
forward his fecond budget. He pro- 

ed that meafure, he faid, with a 
confiderable portion of anxiety and 
folicitude; and after revolving it in 
his mind with care and deliberation, 
he approached it with a fincere and 
rooted confidence in the refources 
of the country, which he believed 
to be fufficiently pom to dif- 
appoint the proud and prefumptu- 
uspituleas which sprawee had 
founded upon a contrary fuppofi- 
tion. He divided the general dif- 
cufion which he fubmitted to the 
confideration of the houfe of com- 
mons, into three diftiné&t heads :— 

Firft, the fubftitution of fuch new 


— and means as he fhould fug- . 


in lieu of thofe propofed be- 

re Chriftmas, which, after due in- 

quiry, he had thought it policy to 
relinquith : 

Second, the ftatement of fuch 
fervices as had not been forefeen in 
providing for the fervices of the 
year, and in propofing to the com- 
mittee the means of meeting thofe 
fervices : 

Third, the meafures that he 
thought it would be advifable to 
adopt, in order to remove the di- 
ftrefs occafioned by the temporary 
demand for money, and in order to 
give facility to commercial credit. 

Under the firft head Mr. Pitt ob- 
ferved, that, in ftating the waygand 
means in December, he had men- 
tioned his intentions of providing 
taxes for a calculated yearly re- 
venue of 1,120,000l1. of which 
£.135,000 was to arife from a-cer- 
taim tax on printed cottons and ca- 
licoes; Dut it had been fince thought 
advifable to withdraw it. As a fub- 
ftitute to the amount of the greateft 
-~ of the deficiency oceafioned 
ed the withdrawing of this tax, 

a propofe a tax on dogs; 
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a meafure firft brought forward by 
Mr. Dent, which he calculated to 
produce 100,000]. a year. This 
fum, deduéted from the amount of 
the deficiency arifing from his re- 
linquifhing the propofed tax on 
printed cottons, left 35,0001. for 
which he propofed to provide after 
the following manner: The duty 
on hats had been found to decline 
yearly in its produce fince its firft 
inftitution, on account of the faci- 
lity of evading it. He therefore 
propofed a mode of colleéting it, as 
fimple as it was likely to be effec- 
tual, which was, that, inftead of 
being collected by a ftamped paper, 
which was eafily feparated from the 
hat, it fhould be colleéted 7 “ 
ftamp upon the lining of the hat, 
in a way which would make it im- 
poflible for the wearer not to know 
whether he had or had not paid the 
duty. This regulation he eftimated 
to produce 40,0001. per annum 
more than the old mode of colleé&- 
ing that duty; which, added to the 
dog tax, would produce 140,000l. 
This fum was more than fufficient, 
he obferved, to fupply the defici- 
ency occafioned by abandoning the 
tax on cottons. 

For the fake of uniformity, we 
fhall here ftate the remaining tax 
which the minifter this day propof- 
ed, viz. anew duty on wine, He 
contended, that, fuppofing the new 
duty which he was about to impofe 
fiould contribute towards the di- 
minution in the confumption of 
wine, it would naturally lead to an 
increafe in the confumption of otaer 
liquors, which might be more bene- 
ficial to the country in other re- 
{peéts, and perhaps equally pre- 
duétive to the revenue. As to the 
danger of a decreafe in the con- 
fumption, he felt no anxiety on 
that account, hecaufe he found that 
the laft tax, inftéad of operating to 

L pro- 
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promote that decreafe, had, on the 
contrary, been attended with an in- 
creafed confumption of that article. 
He propofed to the houfe a tax 
which would make an addition of 
fixpence a bottle to the confumer. 
This would amount to 2ol. per 
tun, exactly the fame as the former 
tax, and would produce annually 
600,0001. As he withed for a 
fum of ready money to pay the 
bank their fhare of the navy debt, 
&c. he fhould make it attach, like 
the former tax, immediately on 
the vender according to his ftock 
in hand, which he calculated to 
produce between 350,000l. ant 
360,0001. From goo,coeol. to 
1,000,0001. would therefore be 
the produce of the prefent year to- 
wards the fum permanently necet. 
fary to defray the fum borrowed ; 
a confiderable portion would not 
be paid in the prefent year, parti- 
cularly on extraordinaries ; , there 
would therefore be a large furplus 


of cafh in the prefent year, appli- 
cable to the purpofes hereafter to 
be mentioned, 

Upon the fubject of a /carcity of 
money, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer allowed there had exifted an 
inconvenience frem the increafed 


demand, This fcarcity, he con- 
tended, was rather the refult of the 
increafed commerce of the country 
than of its decreafe, and of the po- 
verty of the nation. One of the 
caufes of the prefent temporary 
fearcity was the fupport of our fo- 
reign allies, and our army extraor- 
dinaries: but there were other cauf- 
es not connected with the difficulties 
of the country, but connected with 
its large growing refources and rich 
increaling profperity !!! It was a 
well known fact to deep and acute 
pekticians, that the circulating me- 
dium of a country mutt bear a cer- 
‘alk proportion to the extent of 
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active capital, and to the extent of 
commercial fpeculation. The re. 
medy he propoted for this fcarcity 
of cath, was the funding of the yp. 
funded debt, becaufe, under fuch 
circumftances as the prefent, there 
would naturally be a confiderable 
demand for difcount at the b 
and the large unfunded debt would 
make it impoflible in the bank to 
fupply the merchants fo much in 
advance, as they might do if the 
debt were funded. He therefore pro. 
pofed the funding of 3,500,000, 
of exchequer bills, for which an 
additional intereft of two and a half 
per cent. would be to be provid. 
ed, and alfo to find cafh for the 
500,000. of navy bills held by the 
bank. The feven millions anda 
half, which he propofed to raife, 
would be applicable to aiffift the 
bank, whilft it provided for the 
ditferent fervices incurring and, in- 
curred. He obferved that the two 
objects of providing for the remain- 
ing fervice exifling or forefeen, 
and for giving that relief neceflary 
from the general ftate of credit, 
would produce an increafe of 
intereft of the annual fum of 
575,0001. a year. It was therefore 
important, for the purpofe of raif- 
ing the juft hopes of this country, 
and of diminifhing the hopes of our 
cnemies, that we fhould fhew that 
our refources were equal to meet 
the fervice and all the exigencies of 
the prefent year. 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
alfo ftated to the committee the in- 
creafed charges inthe army, ordnance, 
and navy, which it might be neceflary 
to provide for, and which had oc- 
curred fince the ftatement of the 
budget at Chriftmas; as alfo the 
fervices which were not at that me 
toreieen, and the mode which he 
meant to propofe for defraying 


them, The 
at 
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That mode, he faid, was con- 
pefted with another object, viz. 
that of giving relief to the general 


“ate of credit in the country, and 


to the demand for accommodation 
in the commercial world. The 
meafure was to take out of the mar- 
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ket a great proportion, of the paper 
conftituting the unfunded debt, and 
by that means to relieve-the bank 
from the advances which they had 
made, fo as to enable them ¢o allot 
a larger fum of money to:commer- 
cial difcounts, the 


Charges-to be provided for, and which had occurred fince the ftatement 


of the firft budget. e208 


Of fervices not provided for under the head of army ex- 
_traordinaries, which had occurred fince the 31ft of De- 





. cember : - - £535,000 
Of ordnance - - - 200,000 
The additional fum required for building barracks, efti- 
. mated at - - - 267,00o 
The fum for fecret fervice, above the fum included in the 

laft eftimate, and including relief for the clergy of 

France - .- - 100,000 
And the fum which, in the laft ftatement, the ways and 

means were fhort of the fupply - - 177,000 
Thefe fervices made together - . 1,279,000 
To which he added a fim which he felt would be necef- 

fary to make good the further army extraordinaries up 

to the end of the year 1796 - - 1,221,000 
Making, in all, of new fervices above the ftatement opened 

in the month of December laft for the fervices of the 

Current year, the fum of - - £+2,500,000 


He next proceeded to the provi- 
fion which it was neceflary to make 
for the funding of fuch parts of the 
increafe of the navy Soke durin 
the war, as had not been Sranided 
for in the courfe of the preceding 
years, and not to leave any which 
had not been provided for of that 
debt incurred fince the commence- 
ment of the war, or rather fince 
the firft of December 1791. 

The fum for which inteteft was 
found in the courfe of the year 
‘795, amounted to 3,694,000. 

ecaufe it had been the cuftom al- 
Ways to make provifion in the pre- 





ceding year as far as may be calcu- 
lated ; to that muft now be added 
1,640,0001. of navy debt already 
incurred. 

He next ftated what debt it might 
be found neceffary to incur, fup- 
pofing the war to continue to the 
31ft of December 1796. He had 
mentioned it before Chriftimas as 
likely to amount to 2,500,000. 
but as that debt had ftretched out 
by the operation of unforefeen 
caufes to the amount of above 
1,600,000]. more thay was then 
expected, the other additional ex- 
peaces of the prefeat year he etti- 

La mated 
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mated at 1,600,0001. which, in 
addition to the amt are aang 
of 2,500,000l. wou uce ana- 
vy debe, up to the 31ft of Decem- 
per 1796, of 4,000,000 ; and he 
further that though He 

had ftated a farther increaft. of 
extraordinaries ame army b ihe 
amouat of 1,2 , un- 
der all the cirewmfances Safed: 
increafe of 1. fhould be 

u edly incurred, he ed 
to i the committee that there 
were refources to provide for the 
whole amount. 

. He next obferved, that, as it be- 
came neceflary, under the prefent 
circumftances, to diminifh the un- 
funded debt, by taking 3,500,000!. 
in exchequer bills out of the market, 
it became alfo neceflary to borrow 
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that fum. Intereft for this fum, to 
the amount of three and a half per 
cent. had been provided already; 
but in order to fund this debt, it 
was neceflary to provide two anda 
half per cent. to make up the def. 
ciency of the intereft; this two and 
a half per cent. upon 3,500,000), 
would amount to 87, Sool. 

There was one more contingent 
fervice which he mentioned as 
likely to occur in the prefeat year: 
this was a probable allowance of 
1,000,000 for bounties on corn to 
be imported. He told the commit- 
tee that he had no doubt but that 
we might now look annually to the 
Eaft Indiacompany for the 500,000l. 
which had been fet down as the 
eftimated participation of the pub- 
lic in their profits. 


From the foregoing heads, the fum to be permanently charged upon the 
country was as follows : 


The intereft of the fum of 2,500,0col. of fervices added 
to thofe in his former ftatement, including the one per 


cent, towards the finking fund, was 
The difference of the intereft on the navy 


Intereft on the 4,000,000l. of navy debt - 


- £+150,000 
debt unfunded 

m 98,400 
240,000 


The difference of the intereft on the fum of 3,500,000l. of 


exc 


vided for them - 


Making all together the annual fum to be provided for by 
taxes, of - a 


uer bills above the rate of intereft already pro- 


° 79500 


$75:99° 





And the amount of the money to be raifed by loan in order to make 
the operation immediate for the benefit of the commercial world, and 
to be appropriated in the manner which he had ftated, was this: 


The amount of the extraordinary fervices for the year 


1796, was 


The fum of exchequer bills to be bought from the bank, 


or from the market, was 


The fum of navy bills to be bought from the bank was 
And the fum to be repaid the bank for the advance they 


2,500,000. 


. 35 500,000 
500,000 


had made in exchequer bills, on the fecurity of the con- 


folidated fund, was 


- I yO00,000 


——, 





Making together the fum to be borrowed bya new loan, of £-7,500,008 
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.. The-chancellor of the exchequer 


to the committee the terms 
upon which he had been enabled 
to raife fo large a {um of money as 
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this fecond loan of fevén millions 
and a half. Thefe were as fol: 
low: 


120 00 3 per cent. confols. at 671. amounting to 80 8 @ 
f 2500 3 percent. reduced at 661. - - é 16 10 © 


5 6 Long annuities, which at 184 years’ pur- 


chafe, amounted to 


By this bargain, he faid, the donus 
was only 11. 19s. gd. the leaft, he 
believed, that had ever been given 
for any loan in this country. 

To this was to be added half the 
ufual difcount, in confequence of 
the more rapid payment of inftal- 
ments, which were all to be com- 
~— in half a year from the pre- 
ent time. The amount of the 
difcount, which might be ftated at 
the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, 
or at the rate of about 11. 7s. be- 
ing added to the furplus, above the 
ftate of the funds, made, in the 
whole, a donus of 31. 6s. od. He 
contended that the facility with 
which this money was raifed de- 
monftrated the flourifhing ftate of 
our refources, and the confidence 
of the monied men. He faid, the 
imports and exports in the moft 
flourifhing year of peace in this 
country, in 1792, amounted to 
29,509,000]. and in the year 1796, 
the third year of the war, they 
amounted to 27,270,0001, This, 
he faid, went beyond the theore- 
tical fpeculations of tlemen on 
the other fide of the houfe, and 
{poke the true ftate of the count 
to Europe and to the whole world. 
He pointed out the finking fund 
as an increafing fum of gradual 
liquidation, which would fave to 
the country a perpetual tax of 
4:900,000l. for the expence of this 
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war, and convert it into an annu- 
ity that muft be redeemed in 40 or 
so years. Hecould not, he faid, re- 
fift the impulfe he felt to fhew that 
nothing fhould difcourage us from 
perfevering in a war whofe end was fo 
laudable, and which involved our 
deareft and moft complicated in+ 
— He a a mean to allude 
to a late tranfaction, the propofal 
of Mr. Wickham to the direo $ 
but he was convinced, from 
abject manner in which the re- 
fources of this country had been 
ftated by gentlemen, that the ene- 
my confidered themfelves warrant- 
ed in keeping up their haughty 
tone, in diétating terms. to th 
country. He pointed out the ru- 
ined ftate of the finances of France, 
and concluded by exclaiming, 
«“ The ultimate iffue of the conteft 
muft be glorious, if we are not want- 
ing to ourfelves! We fhall, by the 
blefling of providence, deliver ourt- 
felves from the worft of dan 
and at the fame time tranfmit fo 
pofterity a moft ufeful leffon, that 
a bankrupt, turbulent, and lawlefs 
nation, cannot meafure itfelf with 
the f{pontaneous and well-regulat.- 
ed condu& of a free and loyal 
country!!!” - 
The: fubjeé& of the fecond bud- 
et produced a long and ardent de- 
ate. Mr. Grey took the lead on 
the oppofition fide of the houfe. 
L 3 He 
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He faid, that if Mr. Pitt had come 
forward to ftate that by a diminution 
of the expence of the public fer- 
vice, an alleviation of the public 
burdens was become practicyble, 
jnftead of koming forward with a 
budget for the third time in the 
{pace of fourteen .months, then he 
might, with fome degree of juftice, 
have affimed the air of triumph 
with which that evening he had fo 
vainly attempted to cover his in- 
ability and mifcondué&. On that 
day of humiliation to the country, 
the houfe had fome reafon to ex- 
pect a confeflion of contrition be- 
coming his:fituation. He ‘had been 
obliged, however, to confefs, if 
not in words, at leaft virtually and 
in effet; that formerly he. had not 
fairly. and candidly uvfolded the true 
ftate of affairs; = to avow to that 
houfe of commons. which had dif- 
miffed, without inquiry, every pro- 
fition that had 6 en ftated, every 
aét that had been maintained upon 


the fubject of finance, that it was 
now neceffary to adopt. fame mea- 
fure taxremedy the mifchiefs which 


the folly of his conduét had occa- 
fioned, and to acquiefce in the 
exiftence of evils, ,which, but for 
the prudent conduct of others, 
might have produced the moft fa- 
tal confequences. ° ., 

The bank, by withdrawing their 
difequats, had forced him to the de- 
clarations he had juft made, which 
ought to convince the houfe of their 
error; ins having repofed fnch im- 
plicit confidence in his former ftate- 
ments. Mr. Grey then obferved, 
that. in fome inftances the argu- 
‘ments.of the chancellor of ithe ex- 
chequer, refpe&ting the floerithing 
ftare »f our commerce, were fi'lla- 
cious. dt was-no uacomnion prac- 
tice, to prevent miftakes, ‘for mer- 
chants.to enter the goods which 
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they export, oftener than once; and 
when it was taken into confiderg. 
tion, alfo, that the anount of the 
exports was confiderably incresfeq 
by the expenditure of the war itfelf 
his reafoning upon this head would 
not prove fo fatisfactory as the 
houfe at firft might be apt to con. 
clude. But, howevér that might be, 
an increafed commerce afforded ng 
excufe for an increafed extrava. 
gance; nor would it ever fuper. 
fede the. neceflity impofed ton 
that houfe of iuquiring into the 
amount and the fairnefs of the 
burden to which their conftituents 
were fubjected. 

Mr. Grey then proceeded to také 
notice of the expences incurred 
fince the opening of the budget} 
and the means which had beei 
propofed for defraving then. With 


regard to the tax on dogs, as a fubs 


ftitute-for one on cottons, if it 
would produce 100,00c! a vear, he 
had no objection to its taking effcé. 
He was ftruck with furprife at the 
eftimates for unprovided fervices, 
which had occurred fince the laf 
budget. The additional extraor- 
diaries of the army were eftimated 
at 53¢,000l1. the demands for the 
ordnance at 200.0001. the exs 
pence of barracks at 267,000. 
the deficiency of the civil lift, a 
rifing from fums applied to. feeret 
fervices, at 100,000]. and ; the 
eftimated deficiency of taxes at 
177,0001.. amounting in all to 
1,279,000]. Im February 1795, 
he faid, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. received a loan of -unpar- 
alleled) extent. In September he 
was obliged to have recourie to 
new and nufual modes of ‘raifing 
money.’ In! December he : came 
forward With:a budget, im which he 


‘aflured the*houfe and’ the country 


that.-he had, made abundant prove 
ion 
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Gon for all the expences of the en- 
fding year. Sinee that time no un- 
fedefoen neceffities had arifen, no 
new demands had occurred, to juf- 
tify thepimpofition -of freth burdens 
upon the people. Mr. Grey then 
went into an examination of the 
farement which-Mn, Pitt had given 
of the unfurided debt, in which he 

ited out much fallacy anderror. 

1794, he faid, there was funded 
about 1,s00,0001. and in 1796, 
4,600,000!.. and on the 3rft of 
December laft, there remained due 
fornavy fervice, 12,335,000l. in- 
cluding 10,3¢0,000l. incurred in 
the courfe of the laft year: fo that 
though the taxes proved as produc- 
tive as was expedted, there would 
be deft wnprovided for, inftead of 
1,640,000l, near’ 7,000,000]. ‘This 
event, however, -refted upon the 
feppofition of the taxes anfwerin 
the minifter’s expectation ; whick 
was much to be doubted. He urged 
that the expeétations of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer upon the 
produce of the wine tax were un- 
warrantably high; he thought that 
as much wine would not be con- 
fumed as before. 

He next called upon the com- 
mittee to go into an inquiry into 
the ftate of the finances, and faid, 
that if the honourable gentleman, 
inftead of fine fpeeches, would only 
furnith him with a few papers, he 
would pledge himfelf to fhew, not- 
withftanding the enormous loan of 
twenty-five millions which had 
seen voted, that he had not pro- 
vided intereft for the outitanding 
debt. He then re-ftated what he 
tiad obferved on’a former ocCafion 
reipecting a peace eftablithment, 
which might now be eftimated 
at twenty-two millions. “ Now 
det us confider for'd inoment,” faid 
Mr. Grey, “ the means we ‘have 
to lupport this eftablithtnent, “The 


{ 


FOREIGN HISTORY. 


167 


tet produce of tHe’ taxes laft year 
amounted to 1517 35,876 which, 
together with the land and malt, ef- 
timated at about 3,000,00!. will 
make out a ftanding annual reve- 
nue of 19,000,000]. ftill leaving 
2,500,000l. a year to be provid 
for by annual permanent taxes.”—~ 
He deprecated comparifons between 
the fituation of this country and 
that of France, as infallibly leadin 
to error, aS a means which had de- 
luded: the people of this conntry 
into a conteft, conducted’ without 
ability, and not to be terminated by 
the prefent minifters with honour, 
He concluded with pledging him- 
felf to the houfe, if they would go 
into a‘committee of inquiry, to 
prove that the intereft of the public 
debt, to a great amount, fi r¢- 
mained unprovided for. 

The chancellor of the exchequer 
replied to feveral of the obierva- 
tions made by Mr. Grey. The 
latter had afferted that the navy 
debt incurred in 1795 amounted to 
near 10,000,0001. Mr. Pitt main- 
tained, that inftead of fuch increafe 
the fums incurred for that period 
amounted only to 6,@00,000l. the 
intereft of which had been pro- 
vided for. The navy debt for 1796, 
the miniftercalculated at 4,000,000L, 
but Mr. Grey eftimated it at double 
that fum. This was a propofitioh 
to which Mr. Pitt could not agree; 
but allowed there might be /ome 
variation in the navy debt, more or 
lefs, not, however, to an amount 
fo great as 4,090,000l, He called 
the attention of the houfe to the 
prohibition of the diftilleries, which 
occafioned a falling ‘off, on an a- 
‘verage, of one-third of the duties; 
but this accidentaldefatcation would 
‘be retrieved ; and the duties, on the 
fair average of four years previous 
to the laft year, were ita progreffive 
tate of improvement Mr.’ Pitt 

: La con- 
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concluded with entering into a de- 
"tail to thew that Mr. Grey had mif- 
_ calculated the probable peace efta- 
blifhment, and vaguely afferted that 
there were refources fufficient, to 
anfwer all future demands which 
could be forefeen. . 
Mr. Fox fupported, with his 
ufual ability, the fame fide of the 
qneftion as Mr. Grey, and agreed 
with the generality of the excep- 
tions taken by him to the ftate- 
ments of the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. He faid that much vehe- 
mence of language had been em- 
ployed upon Ne occafions to 
fhew to that houfe the de(perate 
fituation of the French finances. 
The minifter had exclaimed, “‘ Hear 
what the French fay themfelves, 
and fee whether they are not in 
their laft agony !’’ The houfe had 
been told * that the French were 
not on the verge but in the 
ulph of bankruptcy.”’ God for- 
bid, faid Mr, ia that we 
fhould fight a country under the 
hape, and no other, that fuch a 
country was jn the guiph of bank- 
ruptcy: nothing could be obtained 
from fuch a conteft. By fuch 
folly we had added to the capital 
of our enormous debt from thirty 
to forty millions in the courfe of 
little more than a year. Thefe 
very people of France who were in 
the gulph of bankruptcy a long 
time ago, had made it neceflary for 
the minifter to borrow 7,000,000). 
more in the courfe of one feffion 
than he faid he had accafion for 
when he brought forward the fum- 
mary of the public expenditure. 
Mr. Fox took notice alfo of the 
arrears which government had in- 
curred in various branches of the 
public fervice. He underftood, that, 
even in the fmalleft penGons, go- 
vernment were in arrear. Even 


the miferable pittance which was 
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allowed to the French emi 

who exifted from day to day u 
that pittance,and whom we bad 
fo {candaloufly deluded, was nes 
punétually paid. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham rofe, 
not to oppofe any part of the mis 
nifter’s {peech, but to make fome 
obfervations upon the loan. | 
was to all intents and pu 
and contrary to the approved fyf, 
tem, a flut up and clofe loan; , 
competition had been, to his owa 
knowledge, offered by fifteen or fix- 
teen refpectable houfes in the city; 
and they had received no anfwer, 
nor any reafon why their offers 
were not attended to. Mcfirs. Boyd 
and Benfield feemed to have g 
fort of claim from the terms of 
the former loan; but while they 
infifted on this claim for themfelves, 
they denied it to others who had 
been fubfcribers to the former 
loan; thus refufing to perfons 
equally entitled what they claimed 
to themfelves. 

Mr. Grey approved of what had 
fallen from the alderman; and, to 
ufe a fafhionable phrafe, he fhould 
like to know when the Loan Levis 
athan was to be {fatisfied, or how 
long he was to have loans upon his 
own terms. Mr. Grey here al- 
luded once more to the difference 
between Mr, Pitt and him, on the 
amount of the peace eftablifiment, 
the navy debt, and the mifappli- 
cation of money, contending that 
his ftatements were eftablifhed by 


facts, and the right honourable gen- 


tleman’s only refted on fpeculation, 


He infifled, that, when money was 
voted by parliament for any fpeci 
fied purpofe, it was a grofs violation 
of law to appropriate it to an 


other; and the perfon who did 
ought to be fubje& to an impeach 
ment. 
Mr, Sheridan concurred in the 
obier- 
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obfervations made upon the ftate of 
the finances by Mr. Grey, and 
contended, that, upon the event of 
a peace, new taxes would be necef- 
fary for more than three millions; 
eed inftead of the ufual peace efta- 
blihment of feventeen millions, 
he could prove, did not the latenefs 
of the hour prevent him, that our 
future peace eftablifhment would 
amount to no lefs a fum than twen- 
ty-three millions. 

General Smith afferted that the 
Eaft-India company would not be 
able to pay annually the fum of 

00,0001. He alfo pointed out the 

irit of difobedience, and difcon- 
tent which had been‘ generated in 
the army in the Eaft-Jadies by our 
late regulations. 

Mr. fecretary Dundas faid, that, 
when the Eaft-India finances came 
under difcuffian, the general would 
have a fair opportunity of ftating 
the inability under which he fup- 

fed the Eaft-India company to 

bour, He denied the other infi- 
nuations thrown out refpeéting the 
difpofition of the army in that 
country. 

The refolutions were at leneth 
put, and agreed to without a’ divi- 
tion, and the report ordered ta be 
received on the following day. 

On the rgthof April, previous to 
the report of the cammittee of 
ways and means being brought 
up, Mr. Grey rofe to alk fome 
explanations from the paymafter 
of the forces refpeéting the ex- 
— of temporary barracks. He 

ound it ftated that 314,000l, had 
been employed entirely in this fer- 
vice, in Great Britain, Guernfey, 
and Jerfey. And yet he faw a kind 
of diftinétion drawn in the accounts 

ween barracks and tem 
- —_ a “ the eftimates 

uerniecy and Jerfey put at 
64,0001, and agreeable to the fort of 
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diflin&ion alluded to, only about 
soool. had been ftated as the ex- 
pence of temporary barracks. In . 
the fame way in England, out of 
250,000]. expended, he only found 
g,500l. put under the head of tem- 
porary barracks. Theexcefs muit 
therefore have gone in fupport of 
permanentbarracks. He faid hecould 
not reft fatisfied with the official 
returns made to the houfe, Forty- 
eight thoufand pounds had been fub- 
mitted in February laft, as the ex- 
tra-expences from June 1792 to 
December 1795; and afterwards 
an account was brought forward, 
amounting to 243,0001. as the ac- 
tual extra-expence of 1796. 

To thefe obfervations Mr. Steel 
replied, that out of 314,000l. given 
in eftimates, 246,cool. had been 
expended in temporary barracks in 
England, together with 4o0ol. of 
contingent expences, In Guerns 
fey and Jerfey, for the fame article, 
64,0001. amounting in the whole 
to the fum eftimated. Thefe ac- 
counts were furnifhed in confe- 
quence of his orders to the barrack- 
mafter ; and he could not further 
account for their inaccuracy,though 
he was ready to confefs his own be- 
lief that they were fair and accu- 
rate. He obferved that he might, 
confiftently with his place, decline 
giving any anfwer ta the queftions 
which had been put to him, if he 
did not feel himfelf called spon 
from refpeét to the character of 
minifters, Mr. Grey faid that ano- 
ther day he fhould have occafion to 
go at large into the bufinefs. 

Mr. Hobart then brought up the 
report of the committee of ways 
and means; and, upon the firft 
refolution being put, Mr. William 
Smith ftated that he intended to 
have made fome wemae ts 
the terms of the loan the ~ ing 

i but was prevented by 
nights ” length 


£70 
dength:6f time occupied by other 
entlemen. He argued that the 
arn for the old loan, for fo it 
was to be diftinguifhed, although 
fo recently contracted for, was half 
a million unfavourable to the pub- 
lic, inafmuch as three per cent, more 
was given to the contractors than 
another gentleman would have tak- 
en it at, and the domes upon it was 
exactly 3 per cent. more than upon 
this fecond loan. It was neceffary 
to inquire under what circumftan. 
ces both the loans. were_bargained 
for, that:the profit fhould be fo 
much more at one time than ano- 
ther. If the parties who pwwchafe 
a loan give lefs for one in April 
than they did in the preceding De- 
cember, it.was neceflary to account 
for it. A premium of feven. per 
¢ent. came out in the market upon 
the loan bargained for m Decem- 
ber, without any rife in-:the funds, 
It was true, the chancellor of the 
exchequer had given the market a 
temporary rife, by bringing down 
the king's meffage immediately after 
the loan was contraéted for; but 
this favourable hope! was of fhort 
duration; and atthe time the new 
loan was made, the hope, which 
had been afloat ever fince, was en- 
tirely deftroyed by the anfwer of 
the directory refpecting peace. 
Mr. Smith ufed many ftrong and 
urgent arguments, to prove that a 
better bargain upon the old joan 
might have been: made; that. if 
minifters had gone to open com- 
petition upon the old loan, they 
might have had.it taken off their 
hands by the very fame contra¢tors, 
on the identical terms they had 
taken this laft loan. 

Mr. Pitt faid Ke was extremely 
happy to find: that the merit of the 
prefent loan received the appro- 
dation of fo nice a critic; and there- 


fore, fince they were unanimoys, he 
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concluded, the beft way would fe 
to put their unanimity into 
tice, and pafs the refolution. Re 
fpecting the terms of the forme 
loan, he was guided in his judg. 
ment by a general view of the cin 
cumflances. exifting at the time, 
Thofe circumftances were fuch as 
induced him to give the contra@or: 
a higher donus. upon the loan of 
December. He was aware of the 
referve of unfunded debt, and had 
fome idea of an imperial loan, 
whence he had expeéted a fall in 
the ftocks from one and a half té 
two per cent. which certainly would 
have been the cafe, if his majefty’s 
meflage had not arrived at the time 
it did, and of which ‘he had then 
no apprehenfion. This made the 
difference ‘between that loan of 
eighteen millions, and the prefent 
one of feven and ahalf. If he had 
known beforehand that the ftocks 
had: fhewn a tendency to rife, hé 
dhould certainly. have made thé 
premium lefs. 
Mr. Francis noticed in pointed 
terms the two aéts of parliament 
which had been paffed in that 
feffion, to enable government to 
iffue 3,500,000l. exchequer bills, to 
replace the fame-amount held by 
the bank. ‘It is now,” faid he, 
“found neceffary to relieve the bank 
from this load ; and money is raifed 
by the prefent loan to pay off thé 
3,500,000]. exchequer bills, which 
the bank hold. This, then, makes 
the iffue of that fum in exchequer 
bills, according to the two former 
acts of parliament, unnecelluty for 
that purpofe.” He then contend- 
ed that as thofe acts, being made 
this feffion, could not be repealed, 
the minifter might {till iffue this 
fum in exchequer bills, for fervices 
which were not in the .contem- 
plation of that houfe,. He there 


fore hinted at -a_pagliamentary x 
{iraint 
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int over the ble exercife of 
eens. Ge aifo urged 
the dangerous tendency of fuch a 

wer in the hands of the minifter, 

r. Pitt, ia repiv, faid, that to re- 
move all fufpicion, a claufe might 
be inferted in the prefent loan bill, 
or a refolution moved toa fimilar 
effet... The frit refolution pafled. 

The other refolutions of the 
ecmmittee were.then read; and 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Rofe, and Mr. Ho- 
bart, ordered to.prepare and, bring 
in bills upoa the fame. 

- On the arft of April, the bill for 
i,» ‘ 

the better regulation of hats was 
read a firft time, and ordered to be 
read a fecond time the next day. 

' The houfe on the 26th refolved 
it/elf into a committee on this bill; 
and it was determined, that, after 
the sth of April 1797, every perfon 
wearing a hat with the lining un- 
flamped ‘hould be liable to a pe- 
nalty. A claufe was brought up, 
by which the owner of a hat is 
compelled to prove that his hat 

id the duty. 

Several debates took place in the 
commons upon the dog-tax bill, in 
the courfe of which, Mr. Sheridan, 
in a ftrain of the moft poignant 
wit and irony, amufed thé houfe 
for a confiderable time upon this 
fubjedt. 

Mr. Rofe, on the 2¢th of April, 
obferved, there was an irregularity 
in the wine-duty bill, which would 
perhaps render it neceflary to with- 
draw it, and to introduce a new 
bill, A claufe refpecting auétio- 
necrs felling wine had been by 
miftake jnferted in the bill, with- 
out, the. confent of the houfe. 
He. had intended, to have obviated 
this by inferting a new claufe; but 
as the neceflary form was not ob- 
ferved, he moyed for leave to 


withdraw the bill. The bill was 
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withdrawn, and a new one otdered 
to be brought in. 

On the ¢th of May, previoufly. 
to the houfe refolving itfelf into # 
committee on the above bill, Mr. 
Grey {aid he fhould mention fome 
particulars which had come to his 
knowledge, refpeéting the condu& 
of revenue officers, in the mode of 
colle&ting the additional duty on 
wine. He conceived there was no 
authority whatever of fufficient 
power legally to enforce the pay~ 
ment of duties about to be levied 
by an aét of parliament, until fuch 
at had paffed into a law; yet he 
was informed, and from good au- 
thority, that upon the arrival at 
Leith of the thip Peggy, belonging 
to. Mr. Murray, laden with Spanifh 
wines, the additional duty. upon 
one ton of Port had been demanded 
and paid. He mentioned a fimilar 
circumftance which had happened 
at Briflol. He thought fuch cafes 
demanded the ferious attention of 
the houfe, as they were certainly 
unjuftifiable in the higheft degree. 
Though it might be right for bills 
to have a retrofpective view in 
fome inftances, it was neverthelefs 
highly dangerous to the principles 
of the conflitution, and the liberty 
of the fubjeét, for that retrofpection 
to operate previous to the bill bein 
pafied. He faid he had obferved, 
with deep concern, the latitude in 
which minifters had indulged'them- 
{elves of late, in difpenfing with the 
laws of their country ; and it .cer- 
tainly was the incumbent duty of 
the houfe of commons to watch 
their condu& with a jealous eye, 
Thefe obfervations brought ona 
converfation between Mr. Sheridan 
and the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, in which the former obferved, 
that when the bill went into a 
committee, he thould propofe two 

amend- 
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amendments, one for taking the 
ftock of private perfons, and’ the 
other for inferting in the blank, for 
the commencement of the operation 
of the tax, the 17th of July. The 
houfe then went into a committee 
on the bill, when, upon the quef- 
tion being put, that the tax thould 
commence on 17th of April, 1796, 
Mr. Sheridan af re it, and moved 
the amendment he had mentioned ; 
but it was negatived;: after which 
the original date (17th of April) was 
pai to and inferted. ‘The other 
aufes then paffed the committee. 

On the 11th of May the chancel- 
lor of the exchequer brought up a 
¢laufe, which had been fuggetted by 
Mr. Sheridan on a former day, that 
all wines paying duty, and import- 
ed into Great Britain after the 17th 
of April lait, up to the firft day of 
Auguft, fhould pay the fame by in- 
ftalments ; and he moved that this 
claufe fhould be added to the bill as 
a rider; which was agreed to, 

The three new tax bills which 
the minifler brought forward in 
confequence of his fecond budget, 
were all pafled into liws without 
any further alteration, a few days 
before the conclufion of the feffion. 

The obfervations of lord Auck- 
land, as ftated in the preceding chap- 
ter, provoked in the houfe of peers 
a ftill more fevere and extenfive in- 
a into the ftate of the finances 
than the fubje& had undergone in 


the commons. On the roth of May 
the earl of Moira, recurring to the 
comparifon inftituted by 
land between the public circum- 
flances in ee 1983;—4, and 


Auck. 


t795—6, fta that from exami- 
nation he had been confirmed in his 
origina] idea, that the noble lord 
was either erroneous in his data, 
or faife in his dedu@tions. In the 


ebfence of his lordihip, he was ab- 
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] to refer to a copy of the 
ree printed by his "autheiieg 
There could, he contended, be no 
fair comparifon drawn between the 
finanees and retources of the coun. 
try in 1783—4, and the year 179¢; 
the fituation and circumftances of ~ 
which were widely different. Did 
any man fuppofe that the peace 
eftablifhment at the end of the war 
would be brought within the com. 
a of fifteen millions? It certain. 
y would not. His lordfhip, after 
entering into an elaborate examina- 
tion of the articles of finance and 
refources, proceeded to the confj- 
deration of the ftatement made b 
lord Auckland, with which he had 
clofed his comparative account, 
“ Amount of revenue (including 
the land and malt) de/ow the com: 
puted expenditure on a peace efta- 
blifhment of 15 millions — 1783, 
2,000,000]. 

“ Ditto, above the computed ex- 
penditure ona fimilar peace eftablith- 
ment, with the addition of increafed 
charges for the debt incurred by the 
prefent war—1795, 3,400,000l. 

“ Comparing the excefs of 1796 
with the deficiency of 1783, the dif- 
ference of refource in favour of the 
latter period would be 5,400,000l.” 

The words below and adove, his 
lordthip faid, was what he did not 
underitand. He dwelt with much 
force upon the importance of par- 
liament continually examining the 
ftate of the finances, and afked for 
an explanation of what had appear- 
ed to him fo unfatisfactory. 

Lord Grenville profeffed the ut- 
moft readinefs at all times to enter 
into a difcuffion which could only 
prove the profperity of our finances 
and the profpeé of that profperity. 
The ftatements, he averred, were 
founded on indifputable data, and 
the inferences from them ao 

a 
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iuft. He reverted to the 
a Lred in 1791, to exa- 
mine the public accounts; and the 
of that committee was, that 
the amount of the permanent tax- 
es, independent of the land and 
malt, would be annually thirteen 
millions and a half; and this had 
fince been confirmed by faéts. In 
the courfe of the laft three years, 
his lordthip faid, the amount of the 
ent taxes, independent of 
the land and malt, amounted on an 
average to thirteen millions feven 
hundred and fixty-four thoufand a 
year; the old taxes had, his lord- 
thip ftated, reached the fum at which 
they were eftimated, and in many 
inftances had exceeded their efti- 
mates. 

The earl of Moira referred to the 
papers on the table, to prove that 
the permanent taxes, including land 
and malt, amounted to eighteen 
millions and a half, The annual 
expenditure of the peace eftablith- 
ment, as ftated by the committee 
of 1791, was fifteen millions and a 
half: to this was t be added two 
millions and a half, the intereft of 
money borrowed in the prefent war 
upto April sth, 1795; fo that the 
excefs was only half a million, and 
there was no provifion made for the 
anual million appropriated to the 
extinction of the national debt, and 
two hundred thoufand pounds a- 
bove that fum; to which was to be 
added 800,000l. for the feven mil- 
lions which the minifter borrowed 
in his fupplementary budget. There 
was manifeftly then a deficit of 
1,500,000l. and he could prove a 
daily decreafe in the different 
branches of the revenue, particu- 
larly the cuftoms, He thought the 
minifter had aéted prudently. in 
keeping back the 500,000l. from the 
Eaft India company, and the lotte- 
ty, which was eftimated at 300,0001, 


FOREIGN HISTORY. 






173 


As to the firft, he was not certain 
the company had yet paid a fhil- 
ling, or would be able this year 
the fecond bartered the morals o 
the people for revenue. The ftate- 
ments of lord Moira were combated 
by lords Hawkefbury and Coven- 
we and fupported by the marquis 
of Lanfdowne and the earl of Lan- 
derdale, the latter’ of: whom gave 
notice of a further inveftigation of 
the fubjeét, which he had only de- 
ferred till the committee of fupply 
was clofed, that the whole expendi-- 
ture of the year might be known. 

On the 13th.of May, in purfu- 
ance of this notice, the earl of Lau- 
derdale addreffed the lords in a 
fpeech of the greateft ability and 
the niceft financial calculation 
ever fubmitted to that houfe. The 
war expenditure of the laft year 
amounted, his lordfhip obferved, 
nearly equal to the whole im- 
ports and exports in 1787, viz. to 
the fum of 31,867,4381. Since the 
commencement of the war, taxes 
had been laid upon various articles, 
on which, for the fake of revenue, 
the duties had been lowered, a- 
mounting to the fum of 1,952,000l. 
His lordthip mentioned the fatal ef- 
feéts of derangement in finance 
upon the intefior policy of every 
pryeramseat the fhare which it 
iad in the fall of Rome; and its 
recent effeéts in the French revo- 
lution. Unhappily for this country, 
the money voted by eftimate in the 
three lait years of the war, had fae 
exceeded what was voted in the 
fame period in the war with: Ameri- 
ca, France, Spain, and Holland ; and 
the votes of credit and extraordina- 
ries had been carried to a ftill greats. 
er excefs, In three years, end», 
ing 1780, the war expence was 
27,164,000l, In three years, includ- 
ing 1795». the expence voted byt 

eftimate was above 35,514,000l. ‘ 
e 
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The money voted on eftimate was, 
In 1778, £-7,816,807 
1779, 8,997,097 
1780, 10,346,113 


Total £.27,:60,617 








‘The money voted on eftimate was, 
In 17935 £+7:757:960 
1794, 11,854,822 
1795» 1559925717 
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Total £.35,514,601 





The refult of this, his lordfhip 
obferved, was that the total a- 
mount of uneftimated expence in 
the three laft years had rifen to an 
excets of more than twelve millions. 
‘The expences of the American war, 
to the year 1780, amounted to fifty- 
three millions: but we have now to 
regret that in the prefent we have 
created an addition to our funded 
debt, of ninety-three millions, and 
loaded the people with the addi- 
tional fum of 4,500,000l. annually. 
Under fuch circumftances he had 
been aftonifhed to fee a confoling 
ftatement comparing the years 
8796—6, and 17$3—4. His lord- 
fhip contended that thefe calcula- 
tions were not fairly taken at cor- 
reiponding pericds, but as beit 
fuited the purpofes of delufion. 
With refpeét to the arguments de- 
duced trom the increate of exports 
and imports, he thought from the 
prefent circumftances of the coun- 
trv, and the reduced ftate of the 
enemy, that it was only a tenipo- 
rary augmentation. Nor did it 
prove any thing with regard to the 
probabie ftate of the revenue. Their 
total value in 1795 « xceeded that of 
b791 by 7,000,000]. vet the re- 
venne had fallen (hort in 1795 


boo,ccol, The eftimaies refpecting 


Money without eftimate was, 
In 1778, £-4,864,:192 
1779, 6,709,874 
2780, 7,480,738 
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Total £.19,174,804 


Money without eftimate was, 
In 1793, £-5,622,272 
1794, 10,485,548 
179$» —-1$9279,919 





Total £.31,386,730 


the importation of cotton wool, 
the exports to India, and a com- 
parifon of the permanent taxes, 
were, his lordthip {tated, erroneous. 
The ettimates of the navy debt 
were, he contended, taken at an 
unfair point of time (Dec. 1783, 
and May, 17°96). Had the com- 
parifon been made between the na- 
vy debt outitanding Dec, 1783, and 
Dec. 1795, the houle would have 
feen, that if at the former period it 
was 16,500,900l. it amounted at the 
latter to 13,800,001. and the pro- 
bable amount at the end of 1796 
would be 13,q00,000l. In co.npar- 
ing the bank advances to the public 
In the years 1793 and 1796, the 
eftimate, he obferved, had recurred 
to a-private account; had it been 
confined to the public account, it 
would have fhewn that the advances 
on the rath of September 1795 a- 
mounted to 11.800,0001 ; Dec. Q 
1795, to 12,200,000!; and on the 
311t Dec. to 11,600,000! ; In every 
inffance exceeding the advances In 
1783; in ttating which, it had not 
been explained whether the navy 
bills at that time in poffeffion of the 
bank were included, If they were, 
to make the comparifon with apy 
degree of fairnefs, there ought to b¢ 
a turther fum added to the balances 
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equal to the value of navy 
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bills ; that time in pofleffion of the 


ftatement of the un- 
funded debt was, his lordfhip faid, 
totally uvintelligible. It was re- 
wrefented as amounting, in January 
1794, to 27,000,000l. — May ad, 
1790, as nothing. What then 
was become of the balance of 
11,000,0001. due to the bank, which 
had antecedently been ftated? Had 
the fame month in 1796 been fe- 
je&ed for the comparifon, which 
had been chofen in 1784, the in- 
creafed amount of January 1790, 
above January 1784, on the ar- 
ticles of navy debt, bank advances, 
arrears tothe army, and the deficien- 
cy of the confolidated fund, appear- 
ed, fromtheaccounts on the table, to 
exceed by 500,000l. the total of the 
outftanding unfunded debt, which 
was after the conclufion of a fix 
years’ war of notorious and repro- 
bated extravagance. With retpe& 
to the next article which had becu 
dwelt upon, the finking fund, in 
1783 the houfe, he obferved, was 
told there was no finking fund; 
in 1794 it was ftated as amounting 
to 2,500,000]. If, at either pe- 
riod, a finking fund was talked of 
as holding out a furplus, it could 
only tend to deceive. At both 
periods there was in fact a thing 
called a finking fund; but, inftead 
of poflelling any furplus in 1783, 
there was a loan of 12,000,c00). 
in 1796 a loan of 2§,500,000l. — 
The moft important point which 
had been ftated, the coinparative 
amount of revenue above and delow 
the expenditure in 1783 and 1795, 
derived its importance from the 
fact which had been advanced, that, 
were we now to experience the 
bleilings of peace, there would be 
au actual furplus of 3,400,000. 
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His lordfhip cenfured, in the firft 
place, the farm. of the propofition 
reld forth for the firft time, that the 
produce of the finking fund is to be 
deemed a furplus diipofable at the 
will of parliament, inftead of being 
confidered as forming a part of the 
nevteifary expenditure. He difagreed 
alfo with the preimifes on which the 
propolition proceeded, as he thought 
nothing could be more calculated to 
delude, than to ffate to the country 
that there was a ‘probability our 
peace expenditure fhould only a- 
mount to 15,000!000!. “Phe com- 
mittee of 1786 reported that the 
peace eftablithment, including the 
finking fund, would be 1 5,478,000). 
and that this would not be got upon 
nll i7gi, eight years after the war. 
In 1791, another committee declar- 
ed they did not conceive a peace etia- 
blifhinent could coft lefs than about 
16,000,000]. annually. The ave- 
rage expences from 1786 to 1791, 
as ftited by the committee, was 
16,816,98sl. Was it then pro- 
bable, with the increafed half-pay 
of the army and navy, the bar- 
racks, and the numerous protufe 
new arrangements, that there would 
not be an additional expenditure of 
at leaft 5oo0,oco!l. annuallv? His 
lordfhip proceeded to controvert 
the favourable ftatemenits made on 
a former evening by the fecretary 
of ftate. Rejecting an appeal to 
averages, which he contended was 
a lefs accurate mode of calculation 
than in ettimating the produét of 
a future year, it would be to fup- 
pofe, that, as the fame caufe exitts, 
a fimilar diminution might proe 
bably take place. His lordfhip 
then produced the following ftate- 
ment of what he conceived the pro- 
bable amouut of the taxes. 
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Total receipt of the taxes, if the diminution in confe- 


quence of the war is as great during the prefent year 


as it was during the laft - : £12,623, 683 
To which may be added a fhare of the 53d week =—s = 32,000 
Included in the new taxes what was formerly produced 

by taxes on bills and receipts - : ° 128,009 
Old duties on paper, included in the new taxes ° 70,000 
Bounties paid to feamen out of thecuftoms - - 120,000 
Land and malt as eftimated by the committee ° 2,558,000 
Total probable receipt of revenue, exclufive of the taxes 

laid on during the war - : . - — £-155531,583. 


His lordfhip ftated that the loweft 
eftirnate which he could with juf- 
tice make of the peace eftablith- 
ment was what it actually prov- 
ed on an average of five years, 
16,8 16,9851. To this mutt be add- 
ed 200,0001. annually voted for the 
finking fund, and at leaft 500,0001. 


additional peace eftablifhment. The 


annual peace expenditure then be- 
ing 17,500,000l. and the annual re- 
ceipt only 15,500,000l. there muft 
be a deficiency of 2,000,000l. To 
this too mutt be added the further 
deficiency in the taxes, which his 
lordthip entered into a calculation 
to prove muft be s00,000l. Ten 
millions more would, he ftated, be 
found neceffary even in the event 
of a fpeedy peace: and this, if bor- 
rowed at the fame intereft with 
the loans of the year, would create 
a further deficiency of 600,000l. 
making in all an alarming defici- 
ency to the amount of 3,119,0001. 
A very large {um even of the pre- 
fent diminifhed receipt would, he 
contended, be deficient in the event 
of a peace; as much of what was 
raifed arofe from the expences in- 
curred by the war. This he was juf- 
tified in believing from the experi- 
ence thatthe revenue dimiuiftied on 
withdrawing the expenditure of the 
American war, far above a million 


9 





annually, Should it now diminih 
in a fimilar proportion, it would, 
at the leaft, create a deficiency 
of 4,600,0001. Should the prefent 
calamitous conteft, however, be 
protracted another year, there 
would be a further burden of 
nearly 2,000,000]. But in the moft 
favourable mode of confidering 
the fubjeét, the conclufion was, he 
faid, ftill inevitable, that there 
would be an annual deficiency of 
nearly two millions. His lordthip 
concluded by moving the firft of 
fifteen refolutions founded upon 
the calculations he had detailed to 
the houfe. 

Lord Auckland ftated, that it was 
not from any difrefpect that he 
muft decline examining the po- 
fitions juft laid down, The at- 
tempt would be both tedious and 
unneceffary; he fhould therefore 
confine himfelf to a defence of the 
ftatements he had formerly made. 
The reafon he had not taken the 
2d of May 1783, inftead of Jan. 
7, 1784, was, that he was com- 
paring our fituation in war with 
that of the country at the end of 
1783, when a general pacificatjgn 
had taken place. Refpecting ‘the 
India ftock, the period which had 
been propofed by the noble lord 
would have made very little ditfe- 
rence; 
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rence; and therefore a great ftrefs 
had been Jaid on the increafed di- 
yidend in 1784: but if the increafe 
had not refted on the folid ground 
of increafing profperity, 1 would, 
tn the end, have only depreffed in- 
ftead of raifing the ftock. As to 
the increafe of the exports and 
imports having not occafioned a 
portionace increafe of revenue, 
the net produce of our revenue 
was no criterion of the extent of 
our foreign trade: but it was an 
important faét, that, in 1783, the 
value of Britifh manufa@tures ex- 
rted was 10,409,000l. and in 
1995, it had rifen to 16,326,o00!. 
The ftatement of the noble earl 
madé the importation of cotton 
wool for the ufe of our manufac- 
tures to be four times as great_as 
in the firft years of the peace. As 
a general proof. of his ftatement 
of the finances being exaét, lord 
Auckland obferved that it was in 
the recollection of the houfe, that 
the annnal amount of the perma- 
nent taxes, on a three years’ average, 
tothe sth of June, 1796, accord- 
ing to the papers before parliament, 
had been 13,729,000!. and with 
the addition of one-fixth of a 53d 
week, which was 31,cool. amounted 
t0 13,761,0001. Deduéting for the 
taxes impofed from 1784 to 1792, 
and for other changes and improve- 
ments in the revenue during that 
period, 1,400,0901. the remainder 
Was 13,061,600! With refpeét to 
the navy debt being given from 
May and not from December, it 
Was the exprefs purpofe of the com- 
Parative view to exhibit our actual 
fituation, and to fhew our refources 
fuch as enabled us, in this advanc- 
ed period of the war. to srovide fo 
g . ¥ . ; } ¢ r 
000,0001. of navy debt. and to 
reduce it as low as in a time of 


Piles the fame mannerthe bank 
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debt had been ftated at 6,090,000! 
and not at 11,0 0,000l. becaute 
provifion had lately been made bY 
parliament for finding 5,000,000l, 
of what was then due. [t would, 
his lordfhip contended, be range 
to fay that the produce of the fink- 
ing fund was not difpolable by par- 
liament. Leaving this, however, 
it would be found on infpection 
that the ftatement had afferted 
that the annual million, fet apart 
in 1786, was to he inviolably ap- 
plied to the redu€tion of the debt 
till che accumulation fhail amount 
to 4,000,000l. a year, when there 
will revert to the difpotal of parlia- 
ment, taxes equal to whatever part 
of the national, debt may be re- 
purchafed by the application of 
4,002,000l. a year. Retpecting the 
peace eftablifhment, his tordthip 
faid, the ftatement would prove that 
he had obferved it might eventually 
exceed the fuppofed amount: but 
that the return of peace is likely to 
increafe the revenue,and at any raté, 
that the computation of a furs 
plus revenue of 3,400,000l. would 
give near 1,000,000l. a year: In 
the details of the peace e(tablith- 
ment which the houfe had jut 
heard, fums were included, to the 
amount of feveral millions, which 
did not come within any defcrip- 
tion of a regular peace eftablifit- 
ment. The data on which the cal- 
culation for the 3,400,000l. had been 
doubted by the noble earl, to 
think that the revenue ought to be 
eftimated, not on an average of 
years, but from the third year of a 
war, was a fufficient refutation of its 
validity. ‘Taking the taxe$ to an- 
fwer the charge created by the war, 
according to their eftimate, which 
was 4,500,0 sol. of that fum about 
750,00Cl. was applicable for re- 
deeming the principal, and formed 
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what might be called the fecond 


finking fund. The annual profit 
of the lottery, and the payment 
from the Eatt-India company, 


Net produce of permanent taxes to 


were alfo included. Subjec& to thes 
explanations, the ftatement in quef. 
tion had been formed as follows. 


Jan. 5, 1794, - £+135941,000 
Jan. 5, 1795, - 1 3,802,000 
Jan. 5, 1796, - 13,455,000 

£ -41,198,000 


—_—_—_—- ——. 


In ftating the laft year’s account, an addition had been made beyond 
the amount, which appeared in the accounts laid before parliament, of 
about 300,000l. for bounties to feamen, for the fifty-third week; for 
the produce of repealed taxes; and for fome fmaller particulars. 


The average of the fum above ftated will be about - £.13,730,000 
The land and malt . : 3 b 2,$;8,0¢0 
Annual profit by lottery ° A : 260,000 
Eaft-India payment ° i ) P 560,000 
Accumulated profit of the firft inking fund : - 800,000 
Amount of the fecond finking fund . ; 750,000 


Deducting from the above, 
15,000,cool. as a fuppofed peace 
expenditure, there would remain a 
higher fum than had been given in 
the flatement of the ad of May, of 
which, as has been already explain- 
ed, above 2,800,000!1, was confi- 
dered as applicable to the difcharge 
of the debt. Had the account been 
taken, as it might, on a peace 
average, the amount would have 
been 450,000. higher. His lord- 
dip ended by ftating that every 
caifting account of our revenue 
and retources, the dourifhing ftate 
of our agriculture, commerce, and 
manutactures, and every apparent 
evidence of internal profperity, 
gave a confolatory and cheerful] 
picture of the fituation and pro- 
tpects of the Britis empire. 

The earl of Moira entered into 
feveral calculations, which lup- 
ported the ftatements of the ear] 





Total, £.18,588,000 


-_—_— 


of Lauderdale ; and obferved, that 
if he was accurate, the expences 
of the country certainly exceeded 
the revenue. It was not, his lord- 
fhip faid, his intention to prefent a 
gloomy picture of our refources: 
he knew them to be folid and fub- 
ftantial ; but every thing depended 
upon ceconomy and prudent mar 
a pares 

ord Hawkefbury objected to 
taking the laft year into a compari- 
fon with the others, on account of 
feveral circumftantes which operat- 
ed to diminifh the annual produce 
tion of the permanent revenue; fuch 
as the diftillers and the malt brew- 
ers ceafing to work, from the high 
price of grain, and the diftrefs of 
the poorer fort of the community 
from the fame caufe. To thefe the 
drawback upon fugars might be 
added: and of all the new taxes of 
1794 and 1795, few except the tax 


upon 























goon winé were immediately pro- 
doaive. The amount of the taxes 
afd’ the eftimate were, he ftated, 
tothe firft veat fiearl¥ equal ; in the 
fecond, thé produce exceeded the e- 
imate ; atid what they might prove 
inthe prefent, could not be afcer- 
tained. What would be the peace 
eftablifhment at the end of the war, 
muft entirely depend on the fecu- 
rity and permanency of the treaty; 
but whatever it was, the finking 
find would ftill continue to be 
paid, together with the intereft of 
,g06,000l. at four percent. fFlis 
fhip drew a very flattering pic- 
turelof the revenue and refources’ 
of the country; that one per cent. 
lefs'was paid «for intereft than in 
former wars; that in 1792 only 
twenty-nitie Advigation bills were 
pifled; and laft year there were 
forty-feven ; but one hundred and 
nine inclofure bills in 1792, and 
nit yeartwo huddred and feventeen. 
Our commerce had gone to an un- 
paralleled extent, and, though de- 
ftroyed with Holland, had increafed 
with Germany, and laft year a- 
mounted to fix millions. ° 
The refolutions and ftatements 
of the earl of Lauderdale were ap- 
proved and enforced by the mar- 
quisof Lanfdowne, and oppofed by 
lord Grenville. Lord Lauderdale, 
mm reply, commented upon the 
Ratements which had been niadt of 
the revenue and expenditure, which 
had materially differed in the con- 
clufion. He conténded, that the ex- 
penditure of the laft yearof the war, 
from the Papers on the table, was 
much greater than minifters al- 


wed, in the navy, army, and ex- 
Waordinary eftimatés; and parti- 
cularly confidered the arrears and 
€xtraordinaries of the ordnance as 
a novelty; as the'noble duke who 
lately prefided there had left his 
€ without any extraordinaries 
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to be brought againtt it. On put- 
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been moved by lord Hawkefbury, 
it was carried without a divifion. 

The fubjeét of the gamé laws, 

which underwent Confiderable in- 
veftigation in both the houfes of 
parliainént, was introduced to the 
notice of the houfe of commons, 
February 16, by Mr. Coke of Nor-, 
folk, who moved for leave to bring, 
in a bill to arhend thé game aét. 
The principal objec of this bill 
was to defer the comimencement of 
the feafon for fhooting partridges 
till the 14th of September, in order 
to prevent injury to the farmers ; 
which was carried. Mr. Curwen 
brought forwatd a frorion for the 
total repeal of all the game laws ; 
upon which the fubject was warm- 
ly agitated in thé hoafé of com-_ 
thons, and the motion thrown out 
by a confiderable majority, Little 
worthy of remark occurred, how- 
ever, in the debaté, excepting the 
extraordinary and truly Jacobinical 
obfervation of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, that “ property was the 
creature of law.” 

On the 18th of February, Mr. 
Wilberforce again moved for the 
abolition of the flave trade, and. 
prefaced the motiori by a fpeech of 
great length, and replete with every 
argument calculated to fupport the 
humane meafure he propofed. He 
obferved that the 1ft of January 
1796 was the period allotted by the 
houfe for the abolition of this in- 
famous traffic ; — that this time had 
however elapfed, and this ue- 
teftable bufinefs proceeded with 
undiminithed fpirit. Independent 
of juftice and hunfanity, it was, he 
obferved, further incumbent upon 
the legiflature to terminate the 
trade, on account of the prefer- 
vation of our Weft-India iflands. 
Had the abolition-act paffed fooner, 
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the enemy, he faid, would never 
have obtained fuch firm hold in 
Guadaloupe, Grenada, and St. Vin- 
cent’s. ¢ motion was oppofed 
by general Tarleton, Sir W.Younge, 
ate Dundas, and a very confider- 
able number of gentlemen. It 
was ably fupported by the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, Mr, Smith, 
Mr. ferjeant Adair, &c, and in a 
very animated and eloquent {pecch 
by Mr. Fox. In all its various 
ftages, the meafure called forth the 
whole of the talents of the houfe, 
cither in attack or defence; but 
the arguments adduced have been 
fo frequently before the public 
during the repeated difcuflions up- 
on this fubject, as to render any 
further detail of them unneceflary, 
The real friends to humanity wil 
learn with concern, that the narrow 
views of intereft and policy pre- 
vailed over every confileration of 
religion and juftice. On the con- 
fideration of the reports, general 
Tarleton moved to poftpone con- 
fidering the flave-trade abolition 
bill for four months; and the bill 
was loft by a majority of four. 
On reading the flave-carrying bill, 
Mr, Wilberforce atteinpted to in- 
troduce a regulation of flaves in 
proportion to the tonnage; but, 
upon a divifion being called for, 
and the houfe being at different 
times counted out, the number of 
members were found inadequate to 
compofe a houle; and the motion 
was confequently thrown out, 
During this feflion a bill was 
Brought into the honfe for render- 
ing permanent the Weftmintter 
police eftablifhment; which, after 
much dilcuflon, was negatived; 
and an amendment, moved by the 
chancellor of t! exch quer, to 
comtinue & for. hve vears, was 
adopted. Mr. ferieant Adair pre. 
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the quakers, and moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for their relief, as 
to the imprifonment of their per. 
fons for tythes, and for maki 
their folemn affirmation evidence ig 
criminal as well as in civil cafes, 
The bill was ably fupported by 
My.. Adair, by Mr. Wilberforce, 
Mr. Francis, Mr. Martin, Mr, Pit, 
Mr. Lechmere, and Mr. Wigley, 
aud pafied the houfe of commons, 
but was thrown out by the lords, 
A bill for the relief of curates 
met with confiderable oppofition 
in the houfe of commons, from its 
being confidered as a money bill, 
which had originated in. the upper 
houfe. This objeéion was, how- 
ever, removed, by recurring toa 
variety of cafes, in which the lords 
exercifed the right of introducing 
claufes for payment of money; 
and the prefent bill certainly did 
not attempt to levy any new im- 
paft,.but merely enacted a new dif- 
tribution of fums already applied 
by parliament to particular pure 
pofes, The bill therefore paffed. 
The earl of Moira, in the courfe 
of the féffions, brought ina bill for 
mitigating the rigours experienced 
by debtors; which was. ftrongly 
oppofed by the law lords, and 
thrown out. On the 2d of May, 
colonel Cawthorne entered into a 
very elaborate defence of his con- 
duct, relative to the charges ad- 
vanced againft him by a late court- 
martial. It was then moved by 
general Smith, that, being found 
guilty of feveral of the charges, he 
thould be expelled the houfes 
which was fecoended by Mr. Pier 
point, jun. Mr. Wigley withed 
the houfe to paufe, and entered inte 
a very able vindication of colonel 
Cawthorne; who was, however, at 
length, formally expelled. 
On the igth of May the fefhon 
was cCloied, as ufual, by 2 {peech 
from 
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from the throne, which the reader 
; lic P: *. and 
will find in our Public Papers *; an 
on the follawing day the parliament 
was diflolved by proclamation. 
Thus terminated a parliament, 
concerning whofe conduct a more 
impartial and a more unanimous 
verdit may be expected trom 
fterity, than from the prefent 
e. If we look to the advantages 
eich, in the courfe of their poli- 
tical exiftence, they conferred on 
their conftituents, —if we inquire 
by what new and beneficial laws 
they improved the fyftem of Britifh 
jurifprudence, or ameliorated the 
condition of their fellow-fubjeéts, — 
we mult confine our applanfes to 
two objets —the bill introduced 
by Mr. Fox, which irrevocably 
vefted in ajury the whole queftion 
on trials for libel; and the decifion 
in the fame feflfon (1792) for the 
abolition of the deteftable flave- 
trade in 1796; a decifion, which 
they afterwards wanted the virtue 
to enforce. Perhaps no feature in 
the charaéter of this parliament 
was fo marked and prominent as 
its devotion to party; perhaps the 
fpirie of independence f was never 
fo little confpicuous in the con- 
dué& of any public body. From 
its firft affembling, the individual 
members were ranked and arranged 
under their refpective leaders, with 
an order and difcipline almoft as 
regular as in a military eftablifh- 
ment; and, when a certain num- 
ber of thofe leaders negotiated 
with the minifter for a change of 
principles, they were enabled to 
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contra& for the fervices of their 
dependants with the precifion of a 
Heflian envoy, or a Swifs com- 
mandant. Hence the violence, 
the precipitation of their meafures, 
more analogous to the rath coun- 
féls of a defpotic ftate, than to the 
temperate determinations, the gra- 
dual and tardy compliances of a 
deliberating popular affembly. It 
would ill become us (who, as pri- 
vate men, can have little communi- 
cation with the individuals who 
compofed this auguft body, and 
conteuently are lefs acquainted 
with their private fentiments) ‘to 
infinnate, with Mr. -Burke, that 
their votes were fometimes at va- 
riance with their opinions. We 
are rather dif{pofed to conclude 
that the majority of them had ‘re- 
ally no opinion of their own, but 
modeftly affigned the direétion .of 
their faculties to other men: and 
the appellation with which they 
were fliomatized, of a confiding 
parliament, will perhaps defcend 
to pofterity as the characteriftic de- 
{cription of this particular body of 
reprefentatives. If, however, we 
fhould be difpofed to acquit them 
of intentional mifconducé and of 
actual corruption, we fhall at leaft 
have long to lament their unfortu- 
nate miftakes. In the thort {pace 
of four years, they nearly doubled 
the national burthens, which were 
alréadv enormous, and left their 
fucceflors involved in a conteft, the 
iffue of which it is impoffible clear- 
ly to forefee, but which cannot, on 
the whole, be fortunate or happy. 


+ We mean by independence the fpirit of judging and acting individually for them- 


felves, independent of party views, 
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CHAP. YVIIl. 


France.— Preparations for the Campaign of 1796. Revolt of the Chiefs of 


the Vendée. Proclamation of Stofet. Death of the rebel Chiefs, and finaj 
Submiffion of the infurgent Departments, Opening of the Campaign in Italy, 
Command of the Army given to Buonaparte. Attack of the combined Armies. 
Vifory of the French at the Battle of Monte Notte, Battle of Millefim, 
Brave Defence of the Piedmontefe General Rovera. Defeat of the Aujtrians 
with the Lefi of ten thoufand Men. Surprize and Repulfe of tre French 
at Dego by Marfiai Beaulieu, Ceva taken by the French. Retreat of 
Count Colli acro/s ihe Stura towards Turin. Defeat of the Piedmontefe 
Army at ( hera/co. Suf,enfion of Arms demanded by the K ing of Sardinia, 
Peace concluded letween the French Republic and his Sardinian Majefty at 
Paris. Conditions of the Treaty, Refiedtions on the Trea:y. Obdfervations 
on the Mede of conduciing the War. Evacuation of Piedmont by Marfal 
Beaulicy. Peoff-fion of the Piedmontgfe Fortreffes by the French. Prepa- 
rations made by Beauiteu to prevent the Paffage of the Poat Valenza. Paj- 
fage of the Po by the Frengh at Placentia. Defeat of the Aufirians at 
Fombio, Repulfe of the Auftrians at Codogno, Death of General Laharpe, 
Armiftice folicited by the Dukes of Parma aad Medena, Defeat of ihe 
Auftrians at the Bridge of Lodi. Congueft of Lombardy. Caxfes of the 
Difcontents between the French Republic and the United States of America, 
General Wafhington's intercepted Letter to Mr, Morris. Reprefentaticns 
made to the French Diredlory to preveut an immediate Rupture. Rife and 
Progre/s of the Difcontents in Holland, Negotiations of the difcontented 
Party with the French Government. Affembly of the Dutch Convention, 
State of Partics. Declaration of War againf{E Englauid. Propojition; 
made at Bafle by the Englift Ambaffador for opening a Nexotiat.on with 
France. Remonflrances of the French Diref&lory wiih the Canton of Bofle 


Envey Extraordinary fent from Bajfle to Paris. 


Appointment of a Miniter 


of the Police. Troubles in the South of France, Infurre€ion in the Departs 
ment of the Nievre. Proclamation of the Direfory. Facobin Societies jut 
wp. Severe Laws enadied againfi’ them, Revolt of the Legion of the 


Police. Con/piracy of Babeuf, 
Clergy. La: 


Wis the contending pow- 


‘ers on the Rhine were col- 
Iefting their forces to open the 
campaign of 1796 as foon as the 
time limited for the armiftice fhould 
expire, —and the French army in 
Italy, which poffefled only a few 
pofts on the fhores of the Medi- 
terrancan, between Nice and Ge. 
Oa, WAS recruiting its flattered 


>. 


forces to attempt once more the 


: 
mh ee 
conqueft of Piedmont, — the civil 


war in the weftero departments of 


Troubles occafoned by the reofrafay 
wy ve/pecting the Divifion of the Eftates of Emigrants. 


France drew near to aclofe. This 
war had proved more hoftile to the 
eftablifhment of the republic than 
the combinations of all its foreign 
enemies. The fertile country of 
the Vendée, where nature had 
poured forth its riches in fuch pro- 
fufion, but which the horrors. of 
this terrible confli&t had fo long 
covered with ruin and defolation, 
had enjoyed but for a moment the 
pertpective of happier days. The 
chiefs of the rovyalifts, who had 

made 





made their formal fubmiffion to the 
republic, and who had been ad- 
mitted to the privilege of treating 
with the government as with a 
foreign power, again feduced the 
inhabitants of thofe departments 
from their allegiance; and the exe- 
cutive power found that it was 
indifpenfably neceflary to rid it- 
(elf of this domeftic enemy, before 
it entered on the operations of the 
campaign. The zeal of the direc- 

was ably feconded by — 
Hoche, to whom the tafk of termi- 
nating this war was entrufted, and 
who had already given ample proofs 
of courage and ability. 

This conteft, which had hitherto 
been carried on with addrefs and 
intelligence on the fide of the in- 
furgents, now degenerated into a 
war of rapine and plunder. The 
chiefs of the Vendée, whofe aim 
was the reftoration of royalty, had 
felt the neceflity of good order and 
difcipline while that object was 
thought attainable, and had con- 
dudted their troops with the addrefs 
and prudence necefiary to its fuc- 
cefs; but perceiving that the paci- 
fication lately concluded with the 
republic had alienated the minds 
of the great mafs of the people in 
the infurgent countries from at- 
tempting to plunge themfelves a 
fecond time into the horrors from 
which they had jult efcaped, they 
let loofe the remainder of their 
bands to indifcriminate pillage and 
murder. The Vendéan had now 
returned to his peaceful occupa- 
tions; the interchanges of com- 
merce had taken place with the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring 
departments, and the defolated 





communes began to feel the com- 
forts of reguiar government, when 
this hew irruption took place. 
Stoflet, who had previoufly inti- 
Mated to his confidents that the 
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pacification entered into with the 
republic was a neceflary meafure 
in order to renew the war with 
vigour, again iffued proclamations, 
calling the people to arms, and affur- 
ing them that the intention of the 
republic in making peace was only 
to deliver them over individually 
to deftruction. Although this. in- 
vitation was difregarded by the 
people in general, ftill the influence 
of the chiefs encouraged numbers 
to revolt; and the plunderers being 
now releafed from every reftraint, 
not only the weftern departments, 
which had been already the fcene: 
of war, were again defolated, but 
the departments nearer to the feat 
of government became alfo the 
theatre of pillage and terror. 

‘) his confliét was, however, but 
of fhort duration ; for, after feveral 
defeats of the various rebel armies, 
and the capture and death of their 
leaders Charette and Stoflet (29th 
March), the remainder of the in- 
furgents, comprehended under the 
names of Chouans and Vendéans, 
harafled on every fide, fubmitted 
to the forces of the republic, or to 
the magiltracies of the different 
communes; and peace was finally 
reftored to thefe defolated depart- 
ments. 

The campaign opened in the 
fouth on the gthof April. During 
the three former campaigns, the 
French had attempted in vain to 
pierce through Piedmont into Italy. 
That country of mountains feemed 
to oppofe an infurmountable barrier 
to their progrefs. The republican 
armies had hitherto only {caled the 
van-guard of the Alps, from whence 
alfo they had been driven, after 
having viewed, in perfpective, the 
immenfe dithculties they had to 
encounter before they could fuc- 
ceed in achieving the conqueft of 
Italy. The French had poffeffion 
M4 of 
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of the coaft from Nice to Genoa; Italy having received confiderable 
but the paffage into Italy was reinforcements, was entrufted tg 


blockaded by the Aufirian and the command of general Buona. 


Sardinian armies, who had appa- parte, a young othcer, of whofe mi. 
réntly taken the noft effective mea- litary fill no meution had been 
fares to’ prevent the further pro- hitherto made during the courfe of 
grefs of the eneiny. The army of the revolution *. 


The 


® The following account of Ruonaparte has appeared in a refpectable periodical pub. 
lication, and there is reafon to believe it autheatic. 

«“ This exttaordinary man, born in the town of Ajaccio, in Corfica, in 17467, is the fon 
of Charles Buonaparte, and Letitia Raniolini His father, who was alfo a native of 
Ajaccio, was bred to the civil law, at Rome, and took part with the celebrated Paoli, ia 
the ever-memorable fraggle made by a handtul of brave iflanders, aguinfi the tyrannical 
efforts of Louis XV. and the Machiavelian fchemes of his minifier, Choileul. 

“1 am affured, by a near relation ol the family, that he not only laid afide the gown 
upon this oecahon, but actually carried 2 muiket as a private centinel. 

“ On the conquefi of the ifend, he wilhed to retire with the gallant chieftain who had 
fo nobly fruggled for its independence; but he was prevented by his uncle, a canon, 
who exercifed a parental authority over him. 

“Jn 3715, a deputation from the three eftates was fent to wait on the king of France; 
and, on this oceafion, Charles Buonaparte was felecled to reprefent the nobles He was 
foow after promoted to the office of frocuratcre reale of Ajaceio, where his anccitors, fup. 

fed to have been originally trom Tufcany, had been fettled nearly two hundred years, 

“ Thefamily of the elder Buonaparte was numerous, for he had feven children ; tourfons, 
and three daughters It was his good fortune, however, to be cherifhed by the French; 
and both he and his family lived in the greateft intimacy with M. de Marbauf, the go- 


vernor, who reerived a revenue of 60,000 livres a year, on condition of doing nothing! ~ 


An intendant was paid nearly as much ; and a fwarm of hungry leeches, engeudered ia 
the corruption of the court of Verfailles, at one and the fame time fucked the blood of 


the Corficans, and drained the treafure of the mother country; in fhort, like the con- 


quefls of more recent times, the fubjugation df that ifland feems to have been achieved 
ior no other purpofe than to gratify avarice, and fatiate rapacity. 

“On the death of his friend Charies Buonaparte, M. de Marbeuf continued to patroe 
nize his family, and placed his fecond fon Nupoleone, the fubject of thefe memoirs, at 
the Peale Militaire, or Military Academy. The advantages refulting from this teminary, 


which has produced more great men than any other in Europe, were not loft on young 
Kuonaperte; he there applied himfelf, with equal afliduity and addrets, to mathematics, 


end fudied the art of war as a regularfeieme Born in the midi of a republican firug- 


gic in lugnative lana, it Was his good fortune to burd into manhood at the moment when 
the country of his choice thook off the chains with which the had been manacied fer ceae 


Wires Lhere was alfo fomething in bis manners and habits that announced him equal 
fo the ftuation for which he feems to have been defiined: inflead of iinitating the trivoe 
ity of the age, his mind Was continually occupied bw ufeful fu ies; and froin the Lives 
of Platareh, a volume of which he always carried in his pocket, he learned, at an early 
agc, to copy the manners, and emulate the actions, ot antiquity. 
“With Uiis difpofition, it is but littl: wonder that he 
profefion of arms. We accordingly find him, whilk 
eandidate fo: 


ihould have dedicated his life to the 
yet a boy, prefenting himfelf asa 
acommifiion in the artillery; and his fucceis equalled the expeations of 
bis triends, for he was the twelfth on the iff, Qut of the thirty-4x who proved viclorious 
in the conten. in confequence of this ewent, he became a lieutenant in the French 
Bry, ana ferved as fuch, during two or three years, in the regimeat of La Fere. 

“in PT9O0, ceneral Paoli repaired to France, wl , 


’ cre hewas honoured with a civic crown, 
i, who had ferved under him at St. Fiorenzt, 


ore a, ¥ here Buonaparte, WoW a captain, was 


ona there embraced the ton of his old } 

wm 108. ‘They met again foon after, in ( 

Clevied lieuwtenaat-colonel of a cer: 
“On the fecond ex pevitic 

and baded 


rps es Corgan national guards in adivity. 
= Peviti gent Sard. Biay he embarked with hiscountrymemy 
ia the litle Wand of Madaleza, which 


1hitec oute 


be took pedietlion of in the name of 
the 
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firft a€tion of the prefent der general Beaulieu, and driven 
campaign took place near Savona, back to his lines near Savona. 
» the fhores of the Mediterranean, Prefuming on their fuccefs, the 
ee which the French general oc- Auftrian troops advanced, in hopes 
c ied a poit called Voltri, fix of cutting off the retreat of the 
leagues diftant from Genoa. Here diviion which they had repulfed ; 
he was attacked by the troops ua- but Buonaparte, who had ee 
lis 


the French republic; but, finding the troops that had been got together for this expedi- 

tion neither poileded organizaion nor difcipline, he returned to the port of Ajaccio, 
s had tet out. 

—, mean time, a fcheme was formed for the annexation of Cor&ca to the crown of 

England ; and the cabinet, in on evil hour, acceded to a propofition which, while it dimi- 

nithed the wealth, has contributed but little cither to the honour or advantage of this 

country. d 

“ Buonaparte had a dificult part to act on this occafion; he was perfonally attached to 
Paiquale Paoli; he refented the treatment he expericneed during the reign of the tere 
rorids, and had actually drawn up, with his own hand, the remonttrance tranf{mitted by 
the municipality of Ajaccio againft{ the decree declaring the general an enemy to the 
commonwealth. Indeed, he was fuppofed to be fo intimately connected with him, that 
awarrant was actually ifued by Lacombe de St. Michel, and the twe other commiflioners of 
the convention, to arreil young Buonaparte. Notwithflanding this, he was determined 
to remain feithful to his engagements; and [earning that the Englith fleet in the Medi- 
terrancan had failed for the purpofe of feizing his native ifland, he embarked, along 
with his family, for the continent, and fettled within cighteen leagues of Toulon, 

“That town, the fecoad fea-port in France, was at this moment in the potietiion of the 
Englith, having been jufi feized upon by admiral lord Hood, who had fubfituted the Bri. 
tith crois in the place of the three-coloured flag, The military talents of the young Cor- 
fiean were well known to Salicetti, who introduced him to Barras, now one of the direce 
tory, to whom he afforded indubitable proof of the fincerity of his profefiions, at a period 
when fuip¥eion was juttified by the moft ferious and frequent defections. He was accord. 
ingly advanced from the rank of chef de brigade, to that of general of artillery, and di- 
reded, under general Dugommier, the attacks of the various redoubts that furrounded 
and itreagthened this important port, in which Collot d’Herbois foon after declared 
"* It is almof need- 
leis to acid, that the « nergy of the French troops, added to the fcientific arrangements of 
the engineers, overcame the zeal and refiftance of the moticy garrifon, and refiored the 
key of the Mediterranean to France. 

“It may be necefiary, however, to remark, that Buonaparte, in 175, took an a@ive part 
againft general Paoli and the Englith; for, in the courfe of that year, he appeared with a 
fmall armament before Ajaccio, the town and citadel of which he fummoned in the name 
of the republic; but be met with a formidable enemy in his own coulin, the brave captain 
Maficria, who commanded a corps of Coriicans during the fiege of Gibraltar, and had 
learned the management of red-hot fhot under lord Heathfield. 

. “The conqueh of Toulon contributed not a little to raife the credit of Buonaparte; and 
it proved equally advantageous to his friend Barras. That dé puty had been alfo bred a 
military man, and was employed by his colleagues on all great emergencies. One of thefe 
foon occurred; this was the commotion among the fections of Paris, known by the name 
of the Infurrection of Vendemiaire. On this oceafion, he took care to be furrounded by 
able mena, among whom was yvencral Buonaparte, whom he had invefied with the come 
wand of the artillery at the fiege of Toulon. It was to another Corfican, however, that 
he confided the tuperintendance of the army: this was Gentili, who had juft acquired a 
Great reputation by his gallaut defence of Baflia. On trial, however, it was immediat ly 
difeovercd that the deatnets of Gentili was an invincible obftacle to fuccefs, as he could 
heither hear nor attend to the multiplied and complicated reports of the aides de camft, 
who were continually bringing hin meffages, or addrefling him relative to the fituation of 
ya *nemy. Luckily for the convention, Napoleone Buonaparte was, at this critical and 
decifive moment, appointed his fucceffor; and it is to the mafierly ditpofitions made by 
#48 that the riumph of the reprefentative body is te be principally aferibed, tis bat 
jufiice 


“that he had found the gailev-flaves alone faithful to the republic 
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this retreat, had ftrengthened his was abfolutely neceffary to Cutting 
pofts on the flanks of the Auftrians, off the retreat of the divifion of the 
who were advancing, but who had French whom they had previoufly 
been held in check by the forces defeated; and as it appeared pro. 
which occupied the poft of Monte- bable that the Auftrians would re. 
Notte, lying between VoltriandSa- new the attack with their whole 
vona. The pofleffion of this poit force, Buonaparte fent a divifion 


under 


jufice to add that the moderation difplayed on this oecafion is perhaps unequalled in the 
hiflory of the civil wars of modern times. 

« A nobler field now opened for the exertions of Buonaparte; for he was foon after invefted 
with the chief comueand of the French army in Italy, which, under his direction, prepared 
to open the campaign of 1796. In the fpring of that year, we find the Auftro-Sardinim 
army defeated within forty miles of Turin; 14,000 were either killed or taken prifoners 
on this occafion, and the cannon and camp cquipage feized on by the victors. The army 
of Lombardy was alfo doomed to experience a mott humiliating defeat, although led on 
by a cautious veteran, Beaulieu, in perfon: this was attributed folely to the tkiliul man. 
cuvres of the commander in chief, feconded by the attive exertions of generals Laharpe, 
Maifena, and Servona. The Aufirian general Provera was taken prifoner in a third en- 
gwagement; in confequence of which, forty feld-pieces, with the horfes, mules, and artil- 
lery waggons, &c. were captured by the French, 2500 of the allies killed, and 8000 made 
pnfoners. La thort, the battles of Milleimo, Dego, Mondovi, Monte Lerino, and Moate- 
Notte, were decilive of the tate of Sardinia; for the aged and fuperititious monarch then 
jeated on the throne, found himfelf reduced to the humiliating fituation of relinquifhing 
Savoy and Nice,/and fubferibing to fuch terms as were granted by a geaerous conqueror, 
who could have driven him from his throne, and obliged him to fpend the thort remainder 
ol a wretched life in extic, and perhaps in poverty. 

* The battle of Lodi, fought oa the 218 Floreal (May 10th) nearly completed the over- 
throw of the Auftrian power in Italy, and added greatly to the reputation of the French 
arms. On this occafon,a battalion of grenadiers bore down all before them, and reached 
the bridge of Lodi, fhouting “ Long live the republic!”’ but the dreadful fire kept up by 
the cuemy having Ropped their progrefs, generals Berthicr, MafYena, Cervoni, &c. rufhed 
forward: even their prefence would have proved ineffectual, had it not been for the intre- 
picts of Buonaparte, who, foatching a flandard from the hand of a fubaltern, like Cafar 
on a Gnilar occaton, placed himfelt in front, and, animating his foldiers by his actions and 
xeficulations (for his voice was drowned in the noife of the cannon and muiquetry), vice 
tory opce more arranged herfelf under the Gallic banners. 

“ In confequence of this fiynal defeat, or rather feries of defeats, Beaulieu was obliged 
to yield the palm to a younger rival, for he felt himfelf reduced to the neceflity of re- 
treating among the mountains of Ty rol: on whieh the French took poffefion of the 
greater part of Lombardy, and acquired aionithing refources, and immenfe magazines. 

* After crofling the Mincio, in the face of the Auftrians, the republican army entered 
Verona, «hick fo lately had afforded an afylum to one of the titular kings of France, and 
ferred on Pavia. Here a new and more dreadful enemy attempted to top the progrefs of 

It was fuperfiition, clothed in cowls and furplices, brandifhing a poniard 
in one hand, and a crucifix in the other: but the fpeecdy puniihment of the priefts and 
therr adherents put au end to the infurrection, and thus faved Buonaparte and his army 
fron a more inminent danger than they had as yet experienced, and from which no 
Freneh army that has hitherto croffed the Alps has been exeinpt. 

“At length, Mantua alone remained in poffefiion of the Aufrians, and this alfo 
vas foon inveited by the victors, who, at the fame time, made inroads into the Ty- 


rol, and, by the battle of Roveredo and the potielion of Trent, became masters of 
the pailes that led to Vienwa. 


ti cc onqgvuerors, 


sn the mean time the gallant Warmfer determined to thut himfelf up, with the remaine- 
de: of his difpinited troops, in Mantua; and the Auftrians made one more grand efert, 
by moans of general Alvinay, to refcue bis befieged army, and regain their ancient pre- 
penderance in Italy. But the battle of \rcola completely difappointed their expectations ; 
and ata of Mantua at onc aad the fame time concluded the campaign, aud their 
bedleGod, 


“ta 








’ 
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eral Maffena, to take ad- fent round by Buonaparte, appeared 
vantage of the night, and gain the on their left and rear. Unable to 
! vt the Auftrian army. withftand this fhock, the Auftrian 
Pe seral Beaulieu, having rein- army was thrown into confutfion, 
forced his army, began the attack and, being completely routed, was 
at break of day. The fuccefs was purfued by the French to Cairo. 
various, and the victory remained ‘Their lofs amounted to three thou- 
undecided, until the edivifion un- fand five hundred men, of whom 
der general Maffena, who had been two thoufand were prifoners. 


& In the winter of 1796, general Buonaparte was united to Madame Beauharnois, a beaus 
tiful Freach woman, who had experienced a variety of perfecutions during the time of 
Robdefpierre. Her former hutband had attained the rank ot gencral in the ferv ice of the 

blic, and had always conducted himftelf as a friend of we Wek On that memorable day, 
when Louis XVI. and his family repaired to Paris, M. de Beauharnois fat as prefident of 
the national affembly, and exhibited great dignity of demeanour ; notwithfianding this, he 
fell a vidim to the terrorifis, who, joining the narrow ideas of fectarifis to the ferocious 
character peculiar to themfelves, perfecated all whofe opinions were not exactly conforms 
able to their own flandard. M. Barras, at length, luckily for her, extended his protces 
tion to the widow, who is now the wife of his triend. 

“The campaignof 1797 opened under the mof aufpicious cireumfisnces for France, as 
well as Spain, who was now in alliance with her; Sardinia acted a fubordinate part ander 
her controu!; Tufeany obeyed her requifitions ; Naples had concluded a feparate peace, 
and Roaie was at her mercy. In this fituation, the eyes of the court of Vienna, and in- 
deed of all Lurope, were turned to the archduke Charlies, who was faid to inherit the mi- 
Jitary talents of the houfe of Lorraine. It was accordingly determined that this young 
prince thould be appointed mmander in chief, and that the hero of Keh! thould oppofe 
the hero of Italy. The contefi, however, was not long between birth and genius; betweena 
young man of illuttrious extraction, farrounded by fatterers, and educated in the corrupting 
circle of a court, and a hardy Corfican, brought up amidf perils, breathing the fpirit of the 
ancieut republics; acquainted with afl the machinery of modern wartare, direAing every 
thing undey his own eye,— whole mifiress was the commonwealth, and whofe companion 
was Plutarch ! 

“ The war on the continent may at length be faid to be at anend. An emperor and a 
pope humbled; the imperial crown reduced to nearly an empty name, and the pontifical 
one held at the will of the conqueror; — two kings fubjeeted —one to humiliation, and the 


other to unconditional fubmiflien ; —Cortica refiored to France without an effort—anda 
new and formidable republic erected in that country, which has beheld the overthrow of 
five armies appertaining to its ancient matter; fuch is the fummary of the political efforts 


end wartial achievements ofa general, Who has as yet fearcely attamed the thirticith veur 
of his ae. 

* As to his perfon, Buonaparte is Of fmall flature, but admirably proportioned. He is of 
a fpare habit ot body, vet robuft, and calculated to undergo the greatefi fatigues. His 
complexion, like that of al! the males of fouthern climates, is olive; his eyes blue, his chin 
prominent, the lower part of his face thin, aud his forehead fyuare and projecting, The 
darge whole length Italian print, publithed in London by Sefiolini, exhibits a good like- 
nels; but the befi portrait ever taken of him was at Verona, in confequence of the folicita- 
tions of an Englith artift, who applied to him for this purpofe, by means of a letter from 
“ relation, DOW in London ; 


he In refpect to his mind, he pt Teles uncomimon attainments. He converfes freely, and 
Sithout pedantry, on ail fubjecs, and writes and fpeaks with fluency and ¢logucace, 
Above allthings, he has attempted, and in a great meature obtained, the maftery over his 
pafions. He is abfemious at his meals, aud was never feen, in the flighteR degree, intox- 
cated ; he potfeffes many friends, but has no ininions ; and preferves an inviolable feereey, 
by means of a rigorous filenee, far better than other men do by a loquacious hypoerily. 

“ Hismother, the beautiful Letitia Buonaparte, is fillalive, as are alfohis twofifiers. They 
were lately taken prifoners by an Englith armed veffel, during their paffage from Fence to 
Rorlca; but by this tune they are undoubtedly restored to their country and their friends.” 
Montuly MAGAZIN® 
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The victory at Monte-Notte was 
immediately followed by one yet 
more fignal and decifive, at the 
village of Miilefimo. Buonaparte 
taking advantage of the diforder 
of the Auftrians, pufhed forward 
and gained pofleffion of Cairo, a 
poft on the Bormida, which com- 
manded the roads leading to Turin, 
and into Lombardy. ‘The Auttri- 
ans retreating along the mountains 
to the left of this river, halted at Mil- 
lefimo ; the defiles leading to which 
village were forced by general An- 
gereau onthe rith of April,w hofur- 
roundedadivifion of fitteen hundred 

renadicys, commanded by the Au- 
rian general Provera; but th!s ofh- 
cer, inftead of furrendering, threw 
himfelfintothe ruins of an old caitle 
on the fummit of mount Coffaria, 
where he threw up intrenchments. 

After a fevere cannonade of te- 
veral hours, a general attack was 
made in four columns on this poft, 
in which the French were repulfed, 
with the lofs of two of the generals 
who commanded the aflault: and 
Provera keeping firm in his pofi- 
tion, ftopped the progrefs of the 
French army for five days, and 
gave time for the Auitrians to re- 
cover their diforder, and recruit 
their forces. On the fifth day, the 
two armies prepared for a general 
actien. Angercau, who command- 
ed the left wing of the French 
army, ftill held Provera blockaded 
in the ruins of the caftle. The 
Auftrians and Picdmontefe,  at- 
tempting to force the centre, were 
repulfed with great lofs; and their 
lett wing, which was flanked by 
the village of Dego, where they 
were ftrongly entrenched, was 
turned by general Maitlena. Ge- 


neral Laharpe, in the mean time, 


pathng the Bormida with his divi- 
fion in clofe columns, fucceeded 
in turning the right flank of the left 





wing of the Auftrian army; “ 


while the divifion under gen 
Cervoni marched directly towards 
the centre, general Royer, with 
third divifion, threw hiinfelf in thei 
rear, to endeavour to cut off thels 
retreat. The Auftrians loft Up. 
wards of ten thoufand men in this 
a&ion, of whom eight thoufand 
were prifoners, with thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, and fifteen pair 
of colours; and general Proy 
with his garrifon, furrendered them. 
felves prifoners of war. 

On the following day, whilft the 
French were indulging themfelves 
ia fecurity after the faticues of the 
battle, they were furprifed at the 
village of Dego by general Beaulieu, 
at the head of feven thoufand mea, 
whom he had rallied. The Au 
firians difludged the Vrench from 
this poft, and repulfed them three 
feveral times, with general Maflena 
at their head, in their attempt to 
retake it. General Cauile, whilft 
rallying his divifion, was mortal 
wounded. The day had far ad- 
vanced before its fate was decided. 
The Auftrians maintained their poe 
fitions with obftinate valour; but, 
prefled by the French troops who 
had been rallied by Buonaparte, 
they were at length compelled to 
retreat, after lofing two thoufand 
men, of whom fourteen hundred 
were made prifoners. 

After the victory at Dego, the 
Piedmontefe army evacuated the 
pott of Montefimo; in confequence 
of which Angereau was enabled to 
effect a junction with the divifion 
that had penetrated acrofs the 
mountains from Oneglia, and after- 
wards marched on to attack the 
enemy’s intrenched camp before 
Ceva, of which, after a flight re- 
fiftance, he gained poffeffion, 3 
well as of the town. The Pied- 
moutefe, in retreating towards 
Tuna, 
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: taken advantageous po- 
a age confiuence of the 
rivers Cunaglia and Taoaro, on 
the banks of which they bad placed 
batteries, fo as to render their flank 
ynaflailable; and, afflembling the 
weight of their forces on the right, 
bad forced the left of the French 
army to retreat; when, general 
Maffena having crofled the ‘ianaro 
near Ceva during the night of 
the 2oth of April, aud marched 
along its banks to the village of 
Lozengo, and Buonaparte having 
made difpofitions to march forwards 
to Mondovi, the Piedmontefe gene- 
ral, count Colli, apprehending the 
ifue of a conteft where he might 
eafily be furrounded, and his re- 
treat cut off, withdrew during the 
nigbt to that place. At break of 
day, the French attacked him at the 
entrance of the village of Vico; 
the redoubt which covered the 
ceatre of the Piedmontefe army 
was taken, and Mondovi itfelf on 
the fame day, upon the further re- 
treat of the Piedmontefe, fell into 
the hands of the French. The 
Sardinian troops paffed the Stura, 
between Coni and Cherafco, ex- 
tending their line to each of thofe 
towns; while the Piedmontefe ge- 
neral eftablifhed his head-quarters 
at Foffano, a {mall town lying be- 
tween both. The attack was ge- 
beral along the river. Cherafco, 
ftrong by its pofition, and rendered 
ftill more fo by its works, was eva- 
Cuated, Foflano furrendered, and 
general Angereau took pgfleflion of 
the town of Alba. 

_ The Piedmontefe finding it now 
impofhble to withftand the force 
of the republicans, retreated fur- 
ther towards Turin, from whence 
the French were now diftant but 
twenty-four miles; general Ange- 
Fea was alfo about to pafs the 

4naro on the right flank of the 
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retreating army. Thus fituated, 
with no profpec&t of effective de- 
fence for the capital, count Coili, 
on the 23d of April, propofed a 
fufpenfion of arms, while his Sar- 
dinian majefty fhould fend his mi- 
nifter to Genoa to treat for peace 
with the ambatlador of.the repub- 
lic. The conditions of the fuf- 
enfion of arms’ were diétated by 
Restaabiades and the march of ‘the 
French troops to the walls of 
Turin was prevented only by this 
timely fubmiiiion. 

Having put the French into pof- 
feffion of the fortreffes ftipulated 
by the armiftice*, his Sardinian ma- 
jefty fent his minifters to Paris, who 
concluded a treaty of peace with 
the republic on the 17th of May. 
As Piedmont lay altogether at the 
mercy of the conquerors, the king 
was compelled to fubmit to what- 
ever conditions were propofed. By 
this treatv, he agreed to withdraw 
himfelf in the moft unequivocal 
manner from every alliance, offen- 
five or detenfive, formed with any: 
of the powers in the coalition againtt 
the French republic; to renounce,’ 
both for himfelf and his fucceffors 
for ever, all tile to Savoy, Nice, 
and the country now forming the 
department of the maritime Alps; 
to determine the limits of the re- 
fpective countries by new demar- 
cations advantageous to the repub- 
lic; and to grant a full and entire 
amnefty to all thofe of his fubjects 
who had been or were profecuted 
for their political opinions. In ad- 
dition to the places ftipulated in the 
armiftice, which were to be put into 
the pofleffion of the French, his 
Sardinian majefty confirmed tb them. 
by this treaty the pofleflion of other 
fortrefles both on the frontiers of 
France and Lombardy ; the fortifi- 
cations of two of which on the 
frontiers of France, Sufa and Bru- 


* Coni, Aleffandria, and Tortona. 
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netta, were to be Jemolithed at his 
own expence, under the direction 
ef commiflaries appointed by the 
direétory; binding himfelf neither 
to eftablifh nor repair any fortifi- 
cation on this part of the frontier. 
By this article the French enfured 
what they claimed by another arti- 
cle of the treaty, the free paffage of 
their troops at all times into Italy. 
To fill up the meafure of his hu- 
miliation, the king engaged to apo- 


logize by his minifter, for the con- 


duct obferved towards the late am- 
baflador of France, and to difavow 
the infult which was thus offered 
to the republic. 

This melancholy reverfe of for- 
tune, in fo fhort a fpace of time, 
excited the fympathy even of his 
enemies: and it required the confi- 
deration that he had been the mott 

ertinacious enemy of the revo- 
haideaen the moft obftinate in refuf- 
jag terms of accommodation,—had 
oppofed the ftrongett barrier to the 
entrance of the French into Ita- 
ly during three campaigns, — and 
though in reality a feeble advertary, 
had enjoyed by bis pofition the 
aivantages of an enemy the nioft 
formidable, and had fued for peace 
only when the enemy was under 
the walls of his capital, and his 
whole country at their difpotal,—in 
order to reconcile thefe hard con- 
ditions with that boafted generofity 
which is faid to be the characteriftic 
of republics. 

The patlage of the Alps, by fuch 
apparently inadequate means, in the 
face of fo formidable an enemy, 
bas juftly been a fubject of afto- 
nilhment and admiration. The 
pian which Buonaparte had con. 
ceived with all that temerity of 
genius which belongs to the new 
mode of French military ta@ics, of 
dividing the Auftrian and Pied- 
montele armi¢s in the very centre 


of the enemy’s country, and in poz 
fitions which were judged impresz 
nable, was executed with equal ing 
telligence and intrepidity. —In this 
arduous eaterprize, Buonaparte was 
ably feconded by the zcal of hig 
generals, each of whom led on his 
re{pective divifion with that addrefg 
and precifion which could alone 
have enfured fuccefs in awar among 
the Alps. The battles of Monte. 
Notte, and Millefimo, — the previ- 
ous movements and fkirmithes,— 
the detail of the various manceuvres 
of the army,——the junction of 
diftant columns, — and the good’ 
pofitions chofen among this chaos 
of mountains by thefe young and 
comparatively. inexperienced com- 
nanders, are worthy of fixing the 
attention of the beft iniftru&ed mi- 
litary men. But what will not fail 
to claim the gratitade of their fel- 
low-citizens and the admiration of 
patteritvy, was the generous manner 
in which thefe generals devoted 
their lives, by marching at the 
head of their columns to almoft 
certain deftruétion, and thus in- 
{piring their foldiers with that con- 
tempr of danger and of death, which 
raited them into heroes, and carried 
them even bevond the bounds 
which thefe generals, whiltt living; 
had marked out for their courage. 
The cities ceded to the French 
were Coni, Aleffandria, and Tor- 
tona, to which marfhal. Beauliet, 
alter his defeat at Dego, and his 
feparation from the Piedmontete 
army, hed retreated in‘ order t0 
cover the Milanefe from the further 
incurfions of the French. Con- 
{trained to evacuate thefe fortrefles, 
he paffed the Po at Valenza, and 
laboured with great diligence’ to 
defend the paflages of that river, 48 
well as thofe of the Gogna and the 
Teffino, as he judged from the con- 
vention made by the French gene 
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ral with the king of Sardinia for the 
delivery of Valenza, that the paf- 
of the French would be effect- 
that route. Buonaparte fa- 
youred this miftake, by making a 
variety of feigned preparations and 
military evolutions, and while the 
Auftrian general was waiting his at- 
tack on the left of the Po, pafled on 
to Caftel St. Gioamei, on the right 
fide of the river, with a detachment 
of his army; and had advanced 
twenty leagues into Lombardy be- 
fore his march was difcovered, 
Marfhal Beaulieu, on perceiving his 
error, advanced with rapid marches 
along the Po, in the hope of arriv- 
ing in fufficient time to prevent 
the paflage, whenever Buonaparte 
fhould attempt to effect it. But he 
arrived too late. The French general 
had reached Placentia early in the 
morning of the 7th of May, the day 
after his departure from before Va- 
lenza; and having feized on the 
beats, barges, and rafts, in the vici- 
nity of the place, the whole of the ar- 
my effected the paflage in the courfe 
of the day. Apprifed that a confider- 
able divifion of Auftrians were ap- 
proaching in order to oppofe the 
palisge, Buonaparte marched with 
the forces that had already paffed 
the river, and met them at the vil- 
lage of Fombio, where they had 
intrenched themfelves with twenty 
pieces of cannon. After a vigo- 
rous refiftance, the Auftrians re- 
treated with lofs. 

In the mean while another body 
of Auftrians were advancing to fup- 
port the diviffon which had been 
pofted at Fombio, and had reached 
the head-quarters of general Laharpe 
atCodogno, A flight action took 
place, in which the Auftrians were 
repulted ; but the French army ex- 
pericnced avery fevere lofs in the 
death of their general, who had di- 
iinguithed himfelf with fo much 
8 
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bravery at Monte-Notte, and Mille- 
fimo, and who had in 1791 been 
condemned to death as an inhabi- 
tant of the Pays de Vaud, by the 
magiftracy of Berne, for his attach- 
ment to the French revolution, 
General Berthier arrived in the in- 
terval, and purfued the enemy to 
Cafal, of which he took poflefon. 
The dukes of Parma and Mode- 
na, on whofe territory the French 
had entered, and who did not ex- 
pe&t fo f{peedy an attack, were 
compelled to demand a fufpenfion 
of arms, which was granted on con- 
dition of the pxyment of ten mil- 
lions of livres to replenifh the ex- 
hautted magazines of the army ; and 
of contributing to the national mu- 
feum of Paris a certain number of 
the moft celebrated paintings, at the 
choice of the general, or commitli- 
oners named for that purpofe; and 
finally, fending ambafladors to Paris 
to treat for peace with the directory. 
The Auitrians, defeated at Fom- 
bio, had made good their retreat to 
Lodi, on the river Addi, where mar- 
‘flral Beaulieu had concentrated his 
forces.Ontheapproach oftheFrench, 
they had abandoned the town with fo 
much precipitation that they had 
not time to deftroy the bridge, which 
was, however, defended by a con- 
fiderable artillery ; and the imperial 
troops weredrawn upin line of battle 
to prevent the paffage. (10th May) 
A fevere cannonade took place for 
fome hours: but the thew of refift- 
ance made by the Aulftrians appeared 
fo.formidable, that the French gene- 
rals were for fome time undecided 
with refpect to the manner of the 
attack. T'opafs the bridge in the face 
of the Auttrian army pofted fo ad- 
vantageonfiv, was incurring certata 
defiruCion to numbers; and there- 
fore in the deliberation which took 
place between the French generals, 
the majority were of opinion ye 
the 
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the paffage fhould be attempted at 

ces at fome diftance, both above 
and below the town, where the 
refiftance would be confiderably 
weakened, if not rendered ineffec- 
tive. Buonaparte, however, full of 
confidence in his foldiers, and feel- 
ing that delay was more injurious to 
his plan of operations than the lofs 
to be incurred by marching up to 
the batteries of the Auftrians, gave 

remptory orders that the attack 
fhould be made by the bridge. Ac- 
cordingly, before day-break, the 
army prepared for the enterprife, 
and a columnof carabincers, fol- 
lowed by the battalion of grenadiers, 
patied half-waythe bridge deforet hey 
were perceived by the Auftrians. 
A general difcharge dettroyed about 
feven hundred; the advanced body 
of the column was {truck with ter- 
ror, and {topped fhort ; but animated 
by the cries of * Vive la republi- 
que!”’ from the genera's, who faw 
@he dancer, and who threw them- 
felves at their head, they rufhed 
forwards with impetuofity, feized 
the Auftrian artillery, brokethrough 
the lines, and throwing the whole 
into diforder, ended the conteft 
by difperfing the imperial troops. 
While one part of the republican 
forces purfued Beaulieu towards 
Mantna, the reft entered Milan on 
the 18th May, without further re- 
fiftance; and the French armies 
gained poffeflion of the whole of 
Lombardy. 

While France by the fuccefs of 
her arms was lefleni ng the number 
of her enemies in Europe, the found 
her influence decreafing in the 
United States of America. Thou: gh 
little was to have been expected 
from national gratitude, it was fup- 

ofed that national honour would 
Ses prevented the American go- 
vernment from feizing the oppor- 
tunity when the French re; public 
6 


was ftruggling for her political ex. 
iftence, to throw itfelf into the arms 
of her moft Botent enemy. Tt was 
therefore with equal furprife and 
indignation that the French govern. 
ment heard of the conclufion of the 
treaty which was formed by Mr, 
Jay, between that country and En 
land, the tenor of which was ;, 
evidently i in Oppofition to treaties 
already exifting between America 
and France, that it was concluded 
that an open breach between the 
two nations muft have been the im. 
mediate confequence. 

For fome time paft, the condué 
of the American adminiftration to. 
wards the republic had been diftant 
and ceremonious ; nor did the recall 
and difgrace of M. Genet, the 
French ambatflador, whofe perfonal 
altercations with the prefident had 
led the French government to make 
this aét of folemn reparation, effet 
any change in its favour. There is 
no doudt that the conduét of M. 
Genet was contrary to that fpirit of 

moderation which ; perfon in his 
official ftation ought to have ob- 
ferved ; but the peculiar fituation of 
the French republic thould have led 
the American government to make 
great allowances, efpecially when 
the fy tem of the propaganae, W hich, 
it is faid, was attempted to be in- 
troduced, by order of the committees 
of the revolutionary regime, into 
America, had been formally dif- 
claimed by thofe who afterw ards 
held the reins of power. 

A momentary gleam of reconcili- 
ation had been thrown acrofs this 
fhade of difcontent by the arrival of 
a new ambaflador, Mr. Monroe, 
from America; whofe political 
ate s were know n to be direét- 
y oppofite to thofe of his predecef- 
for, Mr. Morris: and the language 
of American fraternity and congra- 
tulation was once more heard at - 

ar 





t 
a 
t 
‘ 
I 
( 
' 
' 
| 











tir of the national convention. But 
the negotiation for a treaty of com- 
merce with England foon taught 
the French what value they had to 
affix to thefe new profeffions of na- 
tional amity, and what confidence 
was to be repofed in the benevo- 
lence of a government, the ftandard 
of whofe attachment, it was faid, 
was to be known o. ly by that of its 
avarice. The treaty itfelf was lefs 
heeded in France than the difpofi- 
tions which led to its formation. It 
was obferved, that certain articles 
in this treaty not only infringed on 
the treaty concluded between the 
United States and the French na- 
tion in 1778, but were direct vi- 
olations of it. In that treaty, for 
inftance, the United States formally 

uaranteed to the French their co- 
Facies in the Weft Indies, in cafe of 
attack; in the prefent, even fup- 
0 of provifious fent to thofe co- 

nies are ftated to be illegal com- 
merce. 

It was expected that a treaty fo 
hoftile to the intereft of France, and 
fo contrary even to that fpirit of 
neutrality which it was the obvious 
intereit of the American govern- 
ment to obferve, would not have 
been fanétioned by the American 
legiflature. Notwithftanding the 
predominancy of Britifh influence 
inthe fenate, and tie disfavour of 
the prefident towards French prin- 
ciples, were well under{tood to exift, 
yet it was fuppofed that the change 
which had taken place in the fitu- 
ation of France and that of Europe 
fince the negotiation had been open- 
7 hee have led the American 
tee ure to refufe its ratification. 
re ta it was evident from the 

ion of the congrefs, what was 
ra fentiment in America 
scat. this treaty, the French 
overnmem heard with indig vation 
3=96. 
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of thislegalized preference thewn ta 
the Englifh intereft. 

An intercepted letter from the 
prefideut of the United States, ad. 
dreffed to Mr. Morris, who was 
lately the American ambaffador in 
France, and who then officiated as 
fecret agent of the American go- 
vernment in London, had already 
difcoveréd to the directory the hof- 
tile views of the government of the 
United States. This letter, dated 
from Phiiadelphia, the 22d Decem- 
ber, 1795, was a deiaiked anfwer to 
various. letters of Mr. Morris re- 
fpecting thé pending negotiation. 
The prefident complained highly of 
the haughty conduét of the Fnglith 
adminiftration, and of the arbitrary 
meafures which they had purfued, 
and which they were continuing to 
purfue, with refpect to American 
navigation. He requéfted Mr. 
Morris to repteferit to the minifter 
not only the injuftice, but the im- 
poticy of this condué, particular! 
at a moment when it was fo muc 
the intereft of England to conciliate 
the minds of the inhabitants of the 
United States to the acceptance of 
the treaty. He detailed the efforts 
he had made, and the difficulties he 
had undergone, to overcome the 
wayward difpofition of his country- 
men towards French polities, the 
abettors of which were the chief 
opponents of the treat, in queftion, 
which, however, he faid, had the 
approbation and fardtion of the 
gteater and more re{pectable part of 
the community. H's main objet, 
he obferved, tne only obje& which 
ought to be continually kepi in 
view, was peace, which he was 
moft anxious to préferve: and if 
America was happy endughto keep 
herfelf out of EBuropean — 
flie might, from the increafe of her 
trade, trom fecuring the monopoly 
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of being the carrier of the world, 
Vie, in twenty ycars, with the molt 
formidable pow rsof Europe. 
This letter, faved trom the wreck 
of the Bolton packet, which had 
foundered on the coaft of Fra: Icey 
wns confid 
dence of the difpofitions of the 


decilive evi- 


eTeu 
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American government towaras the 
rench republic; of the intrigucs 
; . 
carried on with the Englifh; and 


naturally awakened thcie feelings 
of refentment which arife from a 
fen{ ol yur heightened b) ine 
grat ttude; and excited ilfo a ce ire 
of diiplaying that refentment. \ a- 
nous were the repretentation made 
to the exccut C payer of Franceto 
calot the inc lene 


1oOn VW ‘ Mich ai the te 
) h. 1 routed it w: 
tie ation § had rouled, as 


alleged on the one hand, that the 
attempt: made by the late commit- 
sof government to revolution)z 
Aracbcite, had not been forzotten ; 
that the Fenalifh party, taking ad- 
Vantage of the in pruacnce oO the 


agents of the French re] ublic, had 
acquired an undue preponderance 
in the countels of the executive 
power of the Uniied States; that 
this alienation was only temporary 
arifing on the one hand from the 


dread of the Eng ifly, 


1 | , 
On the otter 


from the pow lef {tate of the 
| 4 } repul t t t ] | ad , 
tt whom thev co » In Cale O] 
necd, h pe for » alli! e: that 
it was Very pr le the on 
of the treatv would refuted by 
the congrefs; and that t! ral 
aithke of t inhabitants of the 
i ‘ t Wy ie} ( j- 
neck: {ly or 1. 
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probable the enfuing election for 
the prefidenthhip would produ, - 
fuch changes in American polig: ics 
as might prove more be nefici: il te 
the interefts of France than the moft 


brilliant and decided fuccefs of her 
arms. 
Thefe and other reprefentations 
counteracted thc eff cts of the Gif. 
covery made by the prefident’s le. 
ter. The directory determined on 
continuing the fe mblance of fri end. 
fhip V ith. the United States, and 
contented itfelf with following g the 
fame conduét with re [pect to ‘the eir 
veflels bound to England, as Eng. 
land had done, throughout the war, 
with re{pect to 
bound to France. 
While fuch was the 
France with refpect to one republic, 
her intereils with another appeared 
not lefs on the 
public: in Holland had tak- 
en me — to inture the fuccefs 
of the French arms 
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decline lhe re- 
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In that country 
nthe cam pag mn Of 1793, had not 
Jumouriez s precipitate retre: and 
us fuble quent detection, not only 
crufhed their efforts, but endanger- 
ed their lives. Early in the cam- 
paign of 1994, they 
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informed the 
commilioners from the conventio 

ittended the northern armies, 
of tl clr fituation, and of the im- 
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Having inftituted popular focieties 
+ 


throvg! nout the coun RY the cliefs 


form ‘d themfelves 1: 

cominittecs, of which one wWaS ap- 
0111 d to correfpond with the 
Pench gov ernment a! nad its agents, 
while the tak of the other was to 
watch the motions of the governs 
ment at nome, to samme egy its 


9 two central 


> 


operat ions, and Contribute, as far as 

their influence exte nded, to prepare 
the mafs of the nation fora general 
reclamation of its rights. 

The infurrection was to take place 
at Amfterdam: and although the 
fuccefs of the French arms in the 
Low Countries had filled Holland 
with the ret reating armies of the 
ftadtholder, and of England, it 


ie committees 


, sa) 
fav OUrauGLe 


was de ermined by t 
to take advant wie ¢ ol the 
events which the brilliant fuccetles 
of the French at Fleurus, and on 

e Me ile, pave them, 
themfelves openly both in the capi- 
tal and in the General 
Michegru, who was nade acquainted 
with this refolut ion, Informed them 
by letter (on the 6th of Septem- 
, ding to the inttruc- 
ceived from the Come 
mittees of government, he fhould 
attack J few days the armies that 
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part of the French, had alfo thrown 
them off their guard; and their plan 
of infurrection, which had hitherto 
been kept fecret by a vait multitude, 
came to thie knowled: re of govern- 
ment. 

The ftadtholder, alarmed at the 
nature and extent of the conipiracy, 
Was too weak topunifh, or too timid 
to atcempt it: and the only act of 
violence committed was the arrett 
of {ix citizens, who, our readers will 
re colle t,in difobedie nceota proclas 
mation, prefented a petition againtt 
the refolution adopted by the go- 
vernment of inundating the coun- 
try on the approach of the French 
armies. ‘The forming of a revolu- 


tionary afmy on theeaitern frontiers, 


to be commande: l by Dutch otheers 
then in the French 1 i ice. amon 


‘ 


other rorects ot iiurrection, Was 
French commitlon- 
Dutch na- 
ho, though the plan was dif- 
cult and dangerous, retolved to put 
it into execution, and fent a depu- 
the means with the 
French generis. Thole deputies 
on their arrival found the; plan alt )- 
gether handoned, : nd 1 > Fren 
COIN hi MC Td difpott 1 to receive 


! 
‘ 

‘er a rr) 
then) rather as vane 


propot dl bythe 
i , 

ers, and approved by the 

triots, w 


tation, to concert 


uithed enemies 
brethren 

fion ot Holland, fa- 

cilitated by the feverity of the fea- 

fon, which had pens the rivers 
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and the inundations, the Dutch, who 
444 re . } SS eelea ! 
had ex e@richced he Little couflider- 


ation was to by roel from the 
agents of the French government, 
applied unmediately to the go- 
vernment itfelf, and pr tented a 
long chain of ev:dence to prove how 
nec dary t eirco oper tion withthe 
for the tub- 


itadte 


French arms had been 
vertion of the power of the 
Hom thev had cone 
fidered themfelves, equally with 


France, as being at war, and had 














os 


alle 


2* \ tue* 


4 


$25 


196 


afed the moft effective means in 
their power to aflure the triumph of 
the principles of liberty in their 
ewn country, which they prefumed 
was alfo the objet of the French. 
The moderation, with which the 
Dutch republicans acted towards 
their opponents, gave additional 
luftre to the unremitting perfeve- 
rance with which they conducted, 
and the courage by which they ef- 
feéted, their revolution. Except the 
grand pentionary, who was impri- 
{( nel, no one was punifled or per- 
fecuted for his previous conduct or 
opinions ; and thofe even, who had 
been moft actively engaged in plun- 
dering and profecuting the patriots 
after their ineffectual attempt in 
1787, were fuffered to remain in 
eace. 

Whaterer may be the futare de- 
ftiny of Holland under the efta- 
blifment of a free and liberal go- 
vernment, refeated from the influ- 
ence of England, and the opprettion 
of Pruffia; her fituation at prefent, 
in having the former country for 
her enemy, and France exacting 
fupplies in every qua:ter, as her 
friend, is embarraffing and critical. 
The treaty between the two repub- 
lics was efteemed by a great party 
in Holland rather as the re quifitions 
of a conqueror than the conditions 
of an ally ; and tbe levies which the 
French government has made on 
the properties of thofe who were 
moft attached to their intercits, and 
the heavy contributions which they 
have raifed, have led the Dutch to 
pauie in their prognoftications of 
the future. They may perhaps 
doubt, whether, inthe winding up of 
this eventtul drama, when the time 
thall come that all the prefent dif- 
cordancies fhail be hufhed into 
peace, and the lotles or advantages 
produced by this widely extended 


CUuteit hau be tettled accord, to 
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the refpective powers or claims of 
each belligerent country,—Holland, 
whofe independence has hitherto 
been an avowed or fecret article jg 
every treaty which the French re. 
public has concluded, will have to 
boaft of her alliance; — whether, in. 
ftead of obtaining the bleffings of 
liberty, they have only thifted their 
fetters for a more brilliant depen. 
dence; or, if their freedom be even. 
tually eftablifhed, whether it be not 
attained by facrifices that fhall great. 
ly diminith its value, by treaties with 
their friends or concefflions to their 
enemies, which fhall contraé& the 
limits of their empire or the boun. 
daries of their induftry, and bring 
down their country from that high 
commercial rank which it has hi- 
therto held among the nations of 
Europe. 

After long contefts between the 
various parties refpecting the con- 
vocation of a conventional affem- 
bly, the two provinces of Frifeland 
and Zeeland, which had been moft 
averfe to the propofition, affented 
to the with of the majority; and the 
national affembly was inftalled on 
the firit of March 1796. The citi- 
zens of the United Provinces were 
formed into two great divifions ; the 
one compofed of the proprietor, the 
merchant, the capitalift, and all 
thofe who were generally ranked in 
the claffes of the rich; which divi- 
fion was fora general revolution ; 
the other, comprehending all the 
claffes of the poor and dependent, 
flattered and fupported by the party 
of the ftadtholder, were averie to 
any confiderable change. Thefe 
great divijons were afterwards fub- 
divided into various prrts; and the 
primary affemblies were compofed 
of citizens of very oppofite ways oi 
thinking. While fou.e were attacn 
ed to theancient government by ti 
ftatesy with certain reformation’ 
and 
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and others wifhed fora total change, 
piany propofed to adopt at once 
the French conftitution, as it was 
already prepared ; and a great num- 
ber, confifting of what in France 
had been called jacobins, and who 
had acquired the exaggerated and 
anarchical ideas of that fect, ar- 
dently defired a conftitution {till 
more popular. The partiians of 
the ftadtholderate were very few, 
or at leaft, thought it prudent to 
difemble their opinions. One of 
the firft aéts of the aflembly was 
a declaration of war again{ft Eng- 
land, which power had then de- 
rived the republic of almoft all 
its colonies both in the Ea and 
Weft Indies. 

The Englifh cabinet (on the 8th 
March), by the agency of its am- 
baffader to the Helvetic ftates, had 
communicated to the government 
of France a feries of propofiuions 
relative to a general pacification. 
The apparent motive of this com- 
munication was to afcertain whether 
there was any difpofition in France 
to open a negotiation with his 
Britannic _maietty and his allies, 
for the eftablifhment of a general 
peace on juft and equitable condi- 
tions; and whether, for this purpofe, 
it would be agreed to appojnt a con- 
erefs to arrange the terms; whether 
France would fignify what her in- 
tentions were with ref{pect to the 
bafis of a general pacification; or 
whether fhe had any other mode to 
propofe whereby that end could be 
attained 
_ Lhe direftory, anxious to evince 
Rs difpofitions for peace, without 
Roticing the difrefpectful manner 
im which this communication was 
made, anfwered that it was its 
fincere defire to make peace, and 
detailed the conditions en which 
® was prepared to offer it; of 
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which one wasindifpenfable, name- 
ly, that of retaining the provinces 
in the Low Countries, which by the 
conftitutional aét had been united 
to the French republic. 

Thefe propofitions, as might have 
been forefeen, were immediately de- 
clared by the Englifh miniftry to be 
utterly inadnauffible; while on the 
other hand the French government 
felt ittelf humbled in having been 
made the dupe of the application,and 
having in confequence of it com- 
mitted the dignity of the republic. 

The fituation of France at this 
period was fuch, as to enable the 
government to take a review of the 
hottile difpofitions which many of 
the Swifs cantons had evinced to- 
wards it at the commencement of 
the war; and which were continue 
ed tll they were awed into refpect 
by the fplendour of French vic- 
tories. The directory, therefore, 
with the defign of recalling to the 
remembrance of the Swiis their 
paft condudt, rather than from any 
ferious apprehenfions entertained 
of the danger, demanded, on the 
26th March, from the magiftracy 
of Bafle, as being the neareft can- 
ton, and that which lay between 
the army of the empire and that of 
the republic, an explanation con- 
cerning certain planus fuppofed to 
have been formed by the coalefced 
powers, of violating the neutrality. 
It was afferted, that, with the aid of 
feveral of the citizens of various 
cantons of Switzerland, and with 
the connivance of the government 
of Bafle, the Auftrians had pro- 
jected the invafion of the depart- 
ments which formerly compofed 
the province of Franche-Comte, 
by pafling over that narrow poig 
tion of the territory of Bafle which 
divides France from the imperial 
dominions in the Frickthal, and 
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lies along the Rhone, from Batle 
to Schaffnauten. 

The manner of conveying the 
fentiments of the directory to the 
eaverament of Balle, which was 
only by way of extract trom their 
r ters, as as humisi ing as tiie 
accuiation. The magiftrates thew- 
ir anfwer how much they 
felr this contemy ! 


pt, anc, after re- 


ty the noveitv of the mode 
0! 1); ition, denied the ¢ marge, 
and complained of the hoftile man- 
per in | chy at was made; at the 


declaring, In reply to 
tne infinuation of the French vO? 


<>? 
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verninengt, f at. ee if they were not 


futiiciently ftrong to defend their 


own territory, the dircet ry mutt 
take n eafure: to yoiure the fatety 
of the French republic,” that they 
accepted the refpon roility impolt- 
ed on them by the [French go- 

Ee and that thev could 
not only depend on the inhabitants 


iton, but on thote 


verninend 


of their own ¢ 


of the whole Heivetic contedera- 


his exp! ination 


caufed further umbrage; and the 
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rectory made. another 


rceimnon- 
= formandino nancial emal 
france, demanding a more formal 
excoul + n from the ch irye. i iil 
i¢ 1) nonttran: wore to for- 
midable a treated 
otherwite than with the mott ieri- 
ous attention. Accordinely it w 


ak 


tons to fend 


r afpect to be 
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an ambaflador to Paris. to confer 

: \. uly 
MV entrufte! to Mr.e Ochs. the 
chancellor of Baile, whote known 


beees , 
Vouuon Wa 
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mifhion fucce!sful Che prop 


planations took place betwi 


envoy and the French government, 


and ended in a further confirma- 


tion of amity between the two re 
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publi: De 

Although the public trang 


ms 


' thre in mediat 
government, who had 
venth minilter, with 
the min fier of the pol 
of France was delivered u; 
moft dreadful diforders. Ty 


- stFf } ‘ 
COUNTS had been Noll tre yuently 


the theatre of violence and D.00d~ 


fhed trom the 


-' 


beginning of the 

revolution, and during the rejen 

of terror had felt the moft fatal 
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effects or Jad obinical 


isa 
‘The § lac.ere of Avi On, the fue 
fillades at lvon , and the ci - 
mithon of the revoiu 10 ary (Tie 
bunal at Oranee, make a memoras 
ble part OF the hiifory of toat fan- 


guinary period. ihe authors of 
thefe maflacres had been delivered 
up to puntfhmenc; but the fame 
juftice had not been exercifed on 
all who had commanded or per- 


petrated thofe revolutionary mur- 
ders. ; 
The maflacres at Toulon after 
the evacuation of that place by the 
Eenelith and Span thy APiliie Ys Navi 4 
had more the appearance of natle 
onal punith n but 
tle inveftioated. The two mi- 
honaries who had been fent t 


volutionize in the interval of 


recapture of Toulon and the fall 
> } ’ : »e* ore }) - 
of Robefpierre, were Barras, fince a 


member of the direétory, and Fre- 
ron, a der utv of the nation | con- 
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According to the returns 
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Mace OV thete miihonaries to tue 
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Conhituents, the camniittes 
icly at that period, Tie 


murders Committed under their di- 
rection equalled in atrocity, if not 
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tive colleagues ; fincé, accordin7 to 
the corre {por ndence of Freron, pub- 
lithed afterwards by a member of 
that committee, he appears to have 
celebrated the mafficre of the twen- 
ty-two deputies of the Gironde par- 
ty, by a public fettival at Toulon, 
where he boafts of difpatching the 
inhabitants at the rate of two hun- 
dred a day. 

The perpetration of fo many 
crimes required a multitude of 
agents: and when the reign of ja- 
cobin terror ceafed, the inhabitants 
of thofe countries in the fouth 
where its atrocity had been moft 
feverely felt, revenged the nume- 
rous victims it had made by the de- 
ftruétion of thofe who had becn 
the immediate inftruments of its 
fury. This rea¢tion againt jaco- 
binifm, which in many places had 
gone to the full extent of juftice, 
was checked by the moderation 
and author: ty of tho ife members oft 
the national convention who had 
been fent to tranquillize the coun- 
try, and who had themfelves been 
protcribed under the decemviral 
regime. Inthe number of thefe 
pertons were Iinard and Jourdan, 
who, while they repreffed the re- 
Viv) ing tury of th e parti- 
al fion of a mo- 
mentarv revolt which at that time 
took piace at ‘Toulon, checked alfo 


I eal 
the popul ir ver v¢ 2 


racobins, 


iy Or) the oc( 4 


nee which fome- 
times rofe too high oaintt them. 
, The wife and conciliatory mea- 
bures adopted by thofe commif- 
honers, had almol healed the wide 
inds infi@ed on the country by 
thete he he ited parties, when the ja- 
Codin faétion. im me fiately after the 
revoitof Veademiaire, fent Freron, 
as c ommif] ary cener cal of the exe 
Cut ‘ power, once Merge into the 
1 uthern departme tts. His arrival 
Was again the fienal of the return 


f terror, Clothed with the fu- 
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prene aut! ority, he broke the dee 
partrental adminiftritions named 
by the people, aid filled the va- 
cancies with men covered with 
crimes and blood. He inftituted 
anew popular focietie volutior - 
ary comunittees, and central com- 
Mifhions at Marfeilles, - the aus 
thority of which thofe municipa- 

lities in. the departments were 
broken, the fentimerits of “ whofe 
menibers were no onformity 
to their own. 

Alihough the conffitution was 
now in aétivity, the decrees of 
Freron, in decided contradiction to 
its fpirit and letter, had all the 
force of laws; nor was it until 
that unhappy c untry had groaned 
four months under this revolution- 
ary résimen, w hie h had {pread uni- 
verfal terror and defolat’ on, that 
the directory yielded to the repeat- 
ed reclamations of the opprefled ' 
rar ata , and intimated to Fre- 
ron, that he was no longer a por- 
tion of the executive power, 

Freron was in no hafte to diveft 
himtelf of his proconfular authos 
rity; nor was it till the directory 
had peremptorily ordered one of its 
commiffioners in the fouth to noti« 
fy its difpleafure to him, that he af 
lengt! 1 returned hs Paris. The dify 
tractad ftate of the fouth called 
for the immediate interpofition of 
government: s the leviflature, on the 
motion of the two former miffion- 
ATIES, Falls and ae ordered 
(24th March) a commiflion to be 
inftitut ed to in qui re se » the caufe 
of the troubles, and take a review 
of the provifionary and contradice 
tory laws by which the admini- 
{tr ations were regulated, 

As this commiffion was invefted 
with authority to collect evidence, 
the refult of which would lead, as 
the mover obferved, to in \portaes 
difcoveries, and tear off the veil 
N 4 whieh 
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which had concealed fo many hor- 
rors, aQ atempt to rnder the 
members of it {yfpeéted, and fruf- 
trate their labours, was made by a 
denuncja ion of a terrorift-com- 


mureim the fourth. This denun. 


ciation was fent to the counfel un- 
der the equ'vocal fanétion of Bar- 
ras, who dilavowed it gas foon as 
the alfembly in a fecret committee 
had declared the acc: fation to be 
calumnatous and ill-founded. 

The failure of this proje& did 
not difcourage the jacobin party 
from creating new obftacles to the 
report; and tie interefts of the fac- 
tion were fo much inplicated in 
thefe tranfactions, and fome per- 
fons high in office, as has been ob- 
ferved, were fo immediately con- 
cerned, that the council, under 
pretence of difcouraging thefe par- 
ty feuds and pertona] animoiities 
which had fomcetimes divided the 
convention, diffglved the commil- 
fion, on the motion of a jacobin 
deputy, and ordered the examina- 
tion of the caufes of the difcon- 
tents on which the report was pro- 
pofed, to be continued by the di- 
re“ ory Without making anv re- 

or tothe councils, the directory 
procecied to take fuch meafures as 
fhould reftore tranquillity to the 
fouth, and it appears that thefe 
meafures were atteuded with bene- 
ficial encéts. 

An infurreétion that broke outin 
the departkient oftoe Nievre, where 
the infurgents, under the title cf 
the Company of the King and of 
Jefus, had taken poffefion of the 
town of Sancerre, was likewife 
fuppreffed ; bur although the dj.- 
re&orv ‘had endeavoured to’ hold 
the balance between the different 
parti¢és who conterded for fupe- 
yior,ty in dire@ting the Mate or in- 
fuencing the meafures of govern- 
ment, i acquired the confidence of 


neither part’, The jacobing, jg 
particular, who boafted that the 
diieétory was of their formation 
and who bad hitherto filled almo 
exclufively the places under go, 
vernment, were enraged at feejy 
the return of moderate and hy. 
mane orinciples, and themfelves 
pointed our, with the fanétien of 
the government, as objects of pub. 
lic aninadverfion, it not of punith. 
meat. 

The dire&tory had avowed bya 
public refolution, that its conf. 
dence had fometimes been betray. 
ed, and its views fruftrated, by the 
now ination of unworthy individu. 
als to othces of truft; and invited 
the citizens to give information 
againft all fuch perfons. The ja- 
cobins were alarmed at this defec- 
tion, as they eftemed it, of the di- 
rectory from their party; and this 
alarm was converted into purpofes 
of vengeance, when their aflem. 
blies were difperfed by order of 
government, and their places of 
meeting fhut up. 

The direétory had now declared 
hoftiliiies ay int this implacable 
faction, whofe boldnefs increafed 
in proportion to the refiftance they 
encountered. Further meatures of 
feverity. were exercifed againf 
them, fuch as laws to punifh with 
death feditious afflemblics, provo- 
cations to the re-eftablifhment of 
royalty, or of the conftitution of 
Robefpierre; and the pouce was 
ordered to remove from Paris fuch 
members of the former convene 
tin. and members of revolu:ionary 
committees and tribunals, as were 
held to be the chiefs of this fac- 
tion, 

Moft of the jacobins who were 
placed in offices immediately un- 
ger government, were difcharged ; 
and the police and municipalities 
of Paris, where they had had thg 

| afcendency, 
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afcendency, underwent a fevere 
fcrutiny. This fpirit of infubor- 
dination was not confined to the 
civil departments ; the military 
force of Paris was found likewife 
to be tainted with jacoinifm. The 
diretory, with the authority of the 
councils, broke the divifion known 
by the name of the | gion of po- 
lice, part of which refuted to obey 
the orders, and declared themfelves 
in open revol:. 

It had long been the aim of the 
jacobins to sain the mil-tary torce 
of Paris to their tide; tor which 

urpofe every mote of fedudtion 
fad been put in practice ; and this 
part of their plan would not have 
been unactendcd with fuccefs, had 
not the vigilance of government 
defeated it by {fpeedy interpofition. 
The jacobins, perceiving that their 
caufe was rather injured than pro- 
moted by thefe partial movements, 
and that the hand of government 
was firengthened againft them, 
conceived at lenoth a more daring 
project, which was that of fub- 
verting the whole government, and 
introducing once more the revo- 
lutionary regime, 

For the {pace of fix weeks, con- 
fufed rumours ran through the city 
of Paris, of a projeéted infurrec- 
tion of the jacobins ; but the Pari- 
fans, familiarized to the terms of 
infurreétion and revolt, and be- 
lievins that the law lately patfed 
againit the groupes would preferve 
the city againft any farther attempts 
of the terrorifts, paid little atten- 
tion to thefe reports. The govern- 
ment, however, did not remain in 
the fame incautious fecurity. Ap- 
prized early of the horrible con- 
{piracy which was forming, and 
which may be called the lait agony 
of expiring Jacobinifm, the execu- 
Uve directory had watched its pro- 
iels, and was employed in taking 
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meafures to counteract its defigns. 
The firft of thefe meafures was the 
demand made to the legifiative bo- 
dy, of a decree againft the af- 
fembling of the groupes, as we 
have before related; the fecond 
was the ordering, what was called 
the legion of police, to leave Pa- 
ris. ‘This legion confifted of ten 
thoufand men, borfe and foot, 
who, in the affair of Vendemiaire, 
had been feleéted from different di- 
vilions of the army, to come to 
Paris, and defend the conventi- 
onal caufe. Thofe foldiers hav- 
ing gained the victory over the 
fections, had been at frft flattered 
and cherifhed by the government, 
and afterwards corrupted by the 
Ecentioufnefs of the capital, and 
feduced in great numbers by the 
jacobins, but above ail, by the in- 
cendiary appeals which were fre- 
quently addrefled to them by the a- 
polile of anarchy, Gracchus Babeuf, 

The directory, aware of the dan- 
ger which might refuit from this 
powerful re-inforcement to the ja- 
cobins, ordered the legion of po- 
lice to join their refpective corps 
upon the frontiers. The foldiers 
refufed to obey. Fortunately, the 
jacobin confpiracy was not yet 
ripe to take advantage of this mus 
tiny, which was fupprefled by the 
arrival of a fufficient number of 
troops from the camp near Paris ; 
fome of the battalions fubmitted 
and were pardoned; the reft were 
broken, and fent, firongly guarded, 
to their refpective communes. 

The government were partly led 
to the difcovery of this jacobin 
plot, by the unguarded exprefhons 
which had been ufed by one of 
the confpirators, Drouet, the poft- 
mafter at Varennes, who had ar- 
refted Lewis the Sixteenth, and had 
in confequence been chofen a le- 
giflator, without any other quali- 
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fication for the office than the proo! 
which he had thus given, of His 
datred ot kings, Vrouet Guitline- 


guifhed himfelf ia the early days,ot 


terror, by fome, ipeccnes in which 
he called ior bi mud a id Pilsgee, 
with a degree. of vigour which 


! 


evinced him to be a fit colle eure 


gt _ 

ot Kob IpPirre and. ais afllociares 
; ’ ’ 

He was, Nowever, 1UaGenly iopped 

Min GIS revol wanaryv: career, Ocing 


taken. prifoner by ‘the Aultrian 
near Tournay, where he had bs 
te nt ona ini ee Dre Her W2as CXe 
changed with the Otacr deputies, 
for the daughter of Jyewis the Six. 
Secnth, 2s it riMeriy Tial le i id 

turneddto i ris: a tort oj] po wiae 


ritv attcneca thole perions who 
} 4 


had futfered a jong Captivity for 
; ‘ ; 
bie repubiie, ana Prauets } iil- 
weonary Di jk s of * Sovon - 
gauds,” and “ Verfons du fing, 
were thougnt of no mere. 

ooon atter his retucn, he went 
nt vi rtment to: ive 
tac CoO rati ymns ot h iri¢ . 
and thie wore COI] oted OF adljcon- 


tented MacobviIr Lhote ii i pcre 
a ded Drouet that it would be 


' 5 % > 
ly iv ¢ rious for him to ailit in 


abe if \ li C4 { wut 1 ( t y WSs 
, } ' f1,; . a a 
ret ‘ ( balihy the ac CEacia 


conttiution of i793, which \ 
the contiitution of Rybefpierre. 
Drouet folemniv atlured hi 
pamions at parting, that they fi oul 
fee him no more til the 
tion of 179% was reftored. San 
friends of lhbertv and order int 
department, who hada knowled 

of ther defie: $, aj prized the ex- 
ecutive directory of what had pail- 
ed; and in contequence of this in- 
formation, Drouet’s mvtions we 
Carefully watched, But alt! 


De | (ost — . 
thie praat Was thus KC wi to 





AND 


ftacles to its being countersAgs 
he contpirators were ; 


. Weil ex. 
perienced in ail th, 


Ways Of re. 
volt, and were too warv to te 
ealiiy traced in their er “at tb 
much lets to be {ei, and 7 
} loned. Ti if con tees af 


en a Se ee ° 
every Oayv in oiferent ee 


~ 


Dbitations, and in qaifierent Quarters 
of the town 3 and the agents of the 
. é: { 

} OLice, em lo. ed to Gilcc ver “nd 


. a 
irreit t . baving been chofer 
— eS au 
by NMertin of Douav from thar 


t 4 
~uch 
inclined 
to league with than punith the 
conipirators. “The government 


very Clals OF men, there w 


4 ' — as . ‘ 
realion to ki ar, were more 


were probably of opinion, that, in 
the preient exisencv, a filter mi- 

° j police might he found 
vy; he was ac. 
cording!y removed to another of. 
hee, and was fucceeded by Cochon, 
a member of the council of elders, 

d aman of talents and integri- 
tv. dtis iaid at Paris, that Merlin 
of Douav quiited his oftice in the 
police without informing his fue- 
( r of the jacobin contpiracy. 
Cochon, however, was foon ap- 
pri fat; but having no conh- 
dence in the agents whom Merlin 
had left him, and from whom he 
received fuch vague accounts of 
what was patting ag were altogether 
infuticient for his purpote, he had 
recourie to a fort of counter-po- 
icv, and entrufted the purtuit of 
the conf{pirators to two brothers, 
who had been emploved twenty 
vears by Sartine, and who under- 
took the prefent affair on condi- 
tion of being allowed to chute ther 
own emiflaries. 

The cont{pirators were now pur- 
fred with vigour, and their haunts 
were difcovered; but they fo often 
changed their place ot rendezvous, 
that fevcral attempts were made to 
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feize them wi itho fuccefs. On 
the night of the gth of May, con- 
fderable bodies of cava aly were 
fationed in the netg paurhor | of 
che Luxembourg ana the i ulile- 
ries; and the P ont Neuf was flrong- 
ly ‘eepsant And, ow the m ornin g 
of the i of the di- 
rectors and ‘of the ‘leg iilative body 
was tripiec d; the ftreets were pa- 
trolled, and the gardens of the Lux- 
were (hut. On the fame 


od 


‘wal 
, the guard 


embourg 

w& . r = } — ee 
day the council of hve hundred 
received a meflage from the execu- 


tive dire ctory, informing ly them thi if 
a horrible confpiracy was prep vared 
to forth the fellowing morn- 
j la that the de- 


sede 


whet ee 


r 
at breal a O81 


ne gays; that cix 
o » 
fen of the confpirators was to 
' 
mi raer ‘ C c at \ a LN ¢ al it cOF) , { 1@ 


~ +t = i " } 
memDers of e two councils, the 

] . P } ! 
field-oticers, the conftitute utho- 

“¢ ; aye 
ritic of iS. an to deliver up the 


city to pl € and maitacre; that 
the government, intor f the 
plac e eee the conipirators ere 


ate: mM 


bled. ha 
Was bie d toaddw ith reyvret, 
of tue number was Droute 


feized them, and 
that 
of 


lic 


De ae os ‘ 

ther own colleagues. Among the 
perions re{ted with Drouet, was 
Laignelot, an ex-deputy of tue na- 
Ses ) —_ 6s 2.00 ne | ‘i ! 

MsVilal COUVCILON, Wii D Dheaks cetiha 
‘ 1 ! ~ 

member of the Committee of ceneral 


fafety int! day re,and 


if Robe! 


i 

was Cé ated jot ng been on 
milion with Lequinio at Roc icrort, 
Who not onlv caufed n V porions 

‘ sail 9 a - | 
tO ike rutentertained the 
CxCcutll CT a t ie. a | } atriot 
Who deterve we OF his country. 
« 
\? cn a] ~ ¢ ; »*? o ee } 
Lai ) wild a ] il of le ‘ I * aud 


4 profeffed atl 
were 
mem ders 


cit ; — [nie others 
Ricard, both 
the nati 


ional COMVeh.-~ 


! 
{les and 


iT | - 1] 
ton, and well knownast rroritts;— 
at 
Yerrd } ) 
Babeut, once the aflociate of Marat, 
vr AR. . 1 ! 
RiVing 1} Vite ii ‘ t! le oft-* (orace 
Chus Rabe 
ra » (he tFroune oF the 


peo} iS ‘—Roflignol, ahéex- t general 
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of the Vendée, renowned for the 
horrors he had committed in that 
Jofeph le 
Bon; — Julien, a young a 
at twenty-two years 
been the confidential a 

be{pierre, and lad led mu! 
of innocent perfons to the | 


country ;—-a fecretar’ Vv ol 
MALL WIOS 
had 
gent of Ra- 

tudes 
atfold, 


Ui ot} , 
> 


aneng whom were the tamily of 
Gaudet :—thefe aflatlins, with tome 
others, were ie zed, ana feveral 


perlon S engag red in the 
were 


thele 


con{piracy 
afterwards arrefted. 

was Amar, a noted t 
who was a member of the 
mittee of general tafety in days 
yefpierre, and framed the act 


of 


Among 
: ’ 
rr { 
rrorift, 
Coine 
hae 
of Ro! 
againit the 
he ited ina 
the Kue Poul vie near 


houls 
1 - » ep see a se ler sitf he 
the verv ipot where he himieif had 
1) 
; and 


of acculauion party 


¢ 
9 avr 
v eh ail 


ie Gironde; 


re, 


arrefted Rabaut St. Ruenne 


dragged him to the fealtoid. Va- 
yh and Robe rt Li det ely ip d. 
It appears from the papers which 


to the 


, or the 


were fent by the directory 


( ouncil Ol {i\ S hundred, tha 


various pians ot ¢ con{pi tracy which 
have convulfed the French repuv- 
lic, none bi; G Vecii more completes 
lv organized, Or more diri ¢ taan 
this. A directory, a municipality 
ot | aris, revol tionary Comm} tees, 


2 national cons 1, COMMU ees 
of pubic fatery io. veneraltates 
tv, were lob e y formed, 


and were to; ar 
lutionary manner till the eftab 
nt n of > 
‘Two pri ited pr rclaniati 
found in the apartm 
con{pirators were 1 


vO- 
ith. 
Le 
ns were 
where tl 


of 


me of the confttitu 


iit ye 


{feized, one 


which was to be circulated in Paris 
during the infirrection, and the 
other to be fent into the part. 
ments, beginning with thefe words, 
—* The tyrants are no more.” 
Orders were ready to feize the 
repolit irles of aritis, t ire idurv, 
the telegraphs, and ail thi . OIC 
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eftablifhments in and near Paris. 
According to one declaration, all 
foreigners were to furrender them. 
felves at a place appointed, on pain 
of being inftantly put to death; 
according to another, they were to 
be muidered without se 
formality. The foldiers from the 
neighbouring camp were to be in- 
vited to come into the town in 
{mall bands, without officers, and 
without colours, and were to be 
paid, upon their arrival, the price 
of their horfes, &c. The perfons 
who were to compofe the new le- 
giflative body, were fixty-eight of 
the ex-conventional members, who 
had not been re-elected, a deputy 
from each department, and proba- 
bly a few mountaineers of the pre- 
{ent legiflative body. 

The fignal for the infurrection 
would have been involuntarily 
given through the whole extent of 
the city by the police itfelf; being 
the found of the bell which is every 
morning rung in each fection at the 
time appointed for cleanfing the 
fireets. At that found the confpi- 
rators were to form theinfelves in- 
to bands of tour or five perfons, 
to enter the houfes which they had 
marked, and thab thofe whom they 
had deftined to perifh; then join- 
ing their forces at a place of gene- 
ral rendezvous, they were to march 
in confiderable numbers upon the 
directory, who had no other de- 
fence than the conftitutional guard, 
reinforced by one battalion of in- 
fantry, and a finall body of horfe. 

The aim of the con{piracy was 
to overthrow the covernment alto- 
gcther; but at appears that there 
were two plans, one known to all 
the confpirators, and the other only 
to a {mall number; and thofe latter 
had formed what they called an in- 
furrectional fecret direory of pub. 
dic talety, coniifting of four perions, 


who intended, when the infurrec. 
tion was over, to facrifice many of 
their aifociates who were not initi. 
ated in their fecret projects, and tg 
fpare fome perfons who now ap. 
pear to have been involved jn a 
common profcription. This vag 
machine of ilies Was orga. 
nized with fo much ingenuity, that 
the agents were not to know each 
other; fo that if one was unfaith. 
ful, or difcovered and feized, it 
was only neceflary to affaflinate his 
immediate fuperior in order to con- 
ceal effectually all traces of the 
confpiracy from the government. 
The names of the fecret direory 
were to remain unknown; and they 
were to iffue their orders by means 
of a feal, without any fignatures. 
Many of their papers, which were 
read in general committees of the 
council of five hundred, were found 
hid in a wall, 

There is no doubt, but, had the 
confpirators prevailed, Paris would 
have become a fcene of horrors be- 
yond any which it has yet experi- 
enced in the courfe of a fanguinary 
revolution. But there are many 
reafons to believe that thefe affai- 
fins might have failed in their en- 
terprize, even if they had been ful- 
fered to make the attempt. They 
had not, as in the infurreé¢tion of 
the 31ft of May, 1793, the coniti- 
tuted authorities on their fide; and 
though they might have committed 
many murders, it is not probable 
that they would have been able to 
accomplifh the maflacre of all the 
perfons in power, refiding in dif 
ferent quarters of a great city; and 
every good citizen would have in- 
tantly rallied around thofe who 
furvived. Some of the foldiers had 
been feduced; but it is believed 
that the greater part would have 
refifted the confpirators; and all 
the ficld-officers were — 

ne 
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the government. Incalculable mif- 
chiefs, however, were prevent- 
ed by the failure of this exe- 
crable plan of ferocious madnets, 
which, had it fucceeded, would 
have completed the ruin of the 
country, would have deftroyed all 
that is left of eftimable citizens, 
and all that it ‘till pofleffes of 
wealth and of refources. . For al- 
though they certainly would not 
have fucceeded in eftablifhing the 
conftitution of 1793, a few hours 
of fuccefs would have futhced for 
pillage and maflacre. This defpe- 
rate enterprife appears indeed to 
have been lefs a project of revolu- 
tion or of conquelt, than of exter- 
mination; and one idea publifhed 
in the papers of the confpirators, 
that of engaging the people to com- 
mit fuch crimes as would make it 
impoflible for them to retrograde, 
feems worthy of the infernal re- 
gions. Had the defigns of thefe 
mifcreants indeed not been baffled, 
there would have been the war of 
pillage againft property; of famine, 
which would have been without 
remedy, againft fubfiftence ; and of 
the moft hideous and bioody ty- 
ranny againtt freedom. 

Babeuf, one of the moft aétive 
leaders of this confpiracy, acknow- 
ledged himfelf to be the writer of 
the treafonable papers found in his 
apartment. When interrogated by 
the minifter ot the police, he re- 
plied with the moft undaunted 
firmnefs; and when afked who 
were his accomplices, he aniwered, 
that they little knew him who be- 
lieved he was capable of denounc- 
ing his friends. Babeuf from his 
dungeon continued for fome time to 
treat with the executive dire¢tory 
as one fovereign power with an- 
Other. He addrefed to thein a let- 
ter of four pages, in which he tells 
them that the holy :afurrection pro- 





HISTORY. 205 
jected would not be prevented, me. 
naces them with death if they did 
not retract all they had publithed 
re{pecting it, and promiles them, 
if they behaved in a becoming man- 
ner, five places in the future exe- 
cutive council, 

The trial of thefe confpirators 
was delayed for a confiderable time, 
partly through the flow and lenient 
forms which the conftitution had 
yrefcribed in fuch cafes, and part- 
* we fulpeét, through motives of 
policy. In the mean time Drouet 
(through fome connivance of the 
executive power or its agents, as 
is generally fuppoted) effected his 
efcape; but Babeuf and Darthe have 
been condemned to death by the 
high criminal court at Vendome, 
appointed to try the conf{pirators. 

The difcovery of this con!piracy 
produced, as might be expected, the 
moft general fatisfaction throughout 
France, except among the royalitts 
and the jacobins. When the point ia 
queftion is that of overthrowing 
the republican government, tiofe 
two extremes are found to meet, 
this being alike the aim of both 
parties. After the difcovery of the 
plot, the jacobins endeavoured to 
circulate the opinion that it was 
framed by the rovalifts; but this 
agertion gained no credit, fince 
the perfons arrefted were renown- 
ed chiefs of the terrorift faction, 
whole fanguinary principles are but 
too weil aicertained. It is not, 
however, improbable tat fome 
emiffaries of foreign powers might 
infinuate themfelves into the coua- 
cils of the jacobins, and impel them 
to thofe ierocious outrayes, which, 
after producing a fcene of the moft 
horrible carnyse, and deitroying 
confiderable numbcrs of the repub- 
licans, might probably end by the 
weaticd people ing for relief 
In monarchy from fuct 
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evils. But although the royalifts are 


ready to take advanta of that 
hideous anarchy which the jaco- 
bins would renew, there is cer- 
tainly not, as fome would infinu- 
ate, any c¢ alition between the two 
pal y On the contrary, in one 
of the papers of the late con- 
ipiracy, ‘s found an expres order 
i¢ royalilts to ds ith, 
The tacobins at only for the n- 
elves, and fee] only to etta! lifh 
ble {i ftem. It is 


j 

their own execs \ 

the general obfervation, that the 

farlur rf . plot adds weig! tto the 
power ; their latt pro- 

yecte Lonfurr ftion, therefore, real- 


lv ferved to give new {t: netn to 


«tt . or Tl} - np , 

the government, by infpiring new 

conhdence in it adiminiitration, 
: 

ihe ¢ vas then catit Lhe execu- 


ermrpryt le I iit rom 
oe} > .* . \¢ . 
Ww cr) 1 ‘ cad } \ \ pr C- 
; ] , ‘; } . ‘ . 
’ ’ ‘ t 
tien ' h ectors 
fnow 1 bv everv motive oj 
: v Ne ‘ sear ; Vi ‘ every 
’ ) 
’ \ Vil to cruth 
’ , ; ‘ 
; 
‘ ; ai ‘ \ ( I = 
' 
? r 
‘ ! { }‘¢ 


hy ren 
i to | 
‘ ’ ? I ‘ ’ { hi 
, ‘ ’ 
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‘ ! rea, ul m 
‘4 ‘ " , Mine | 
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c fu tion Phe 
T th ntamn the 
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«| ind eve rovalitts 
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that fea of blood on which tha 
veffel of the flate h dd been nearls 
fhipwrecked at the verv mo | 
when it reached an harboor. 

This jacobinical conf{piracy | 
int d (covered. the parti ial in 


4 iufe 
rections which took |: ce in {Ome 
of the fouthern cepartments and 


one of the newly -acquired denar 
ments in the north, which were 
fomented by the fanatical Clergy 
and return ze a Se , were like 
wil ilipated. f 


A 
the refractory pr iefts b ad been fuc. 


i op nce o 


. ‘ 1? " | > > 
Cefsfully exercifed in checking the 
*; — f 


operations of governm« ‘nt in vari- 


us m - bu tin none more than 


preve ting the fale of national 
ands, by preaching that the pur- 
chafers would incur, by that act, 
the pains ot eternal damnation, 
The legiflature had been in fre- 


quent deliberation refpedling the 


— —-* ~ 
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mee portion or the pa- 
ternal inheritance of which the na- 
tion became the heir bv the em: 
rration of the natural fucceflors. 
‘hh incil of elders had alread: 
rejected a refolution fent up by the 
council of five hundred, which pro- 


pofed the immediate divifion of 


- 
~ 


the property during the life of the 
poflefior. The difcuffion on this 
Queition had been conducted with 

uch heat on either fide; one pare 
ty cont ring the divifion ol the 


i 
LEO a SO a= 
jest ernai eliate during 1 ¢ life-time 


, * ’ | . ae 
ai: White the other ai- 
ic} ui lt tO : C ¢ nformah| le to the 
ruies Of nerlee? ruttie and equity. 


On the retec¢tion of the ref lution 


lor a torced divition. the « yyncil 
( Ve | mcred formed yiother res 
folution (May gth), which lets the 
! oval f the feqr ration upo! 

| eftates belonging to parents 


whofe children had emigrated, at 
t | of fuch as cholfe to aflent 


Le Siw saris . hae 
to the ammediate furrender of that 


pp“ > 


rat 
con 
we 
of ( 








to which’ the nation was en- 
ritied by law. Thote who did not 
confent to the immediate divi ton, 
were to remain under the weight 
of tue fequeftration. ‘This reguia- 
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tion, though eflentially the fime in 
principle with the former, was op- 
pofed with great vigour; but was 
at leneth approved by rhe council 
of elders, and pailed into a law. 
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and fo formidable were the addi- 
tions made to its original itrength 
on the fide which was oppofed to 
the French, that no hope of fuccefs 
was entertained until the commu- 
nication could be cut off on the 
German fide. 

The firtt operations of the French 
were fuccefstul: while the army of 
the Rhine and Mofelle, and the 
rivht wing of the army of the Sam- 
bre and Meufe. attacked the Au- 
ftrians in tie Palatinate, the left 
wing o tiis laft army, pofted at 
Duffeldorf, afcending the right fide 
of the Rhine, attacked the Auftri- 
ans who were potted on the banks 
of the Sieg es ift), a river 
which empties itfclf into the Khine, 
nearly oppofite to Coloyne. The 
vigtory gained at the pailage of the 
Seg was foilowed by another {till 
moredecilive at Altenkirchen (June 
ath), a village a few miles diftant 
from the Sieg on the road to Mentz; 
where the imperial troops, under 
the prince of Wirtemberg, were 
ftrongly pofted to prevent the dan- 
gerous progrefs of the republicans 
in that direction. 

The imperial troops, after hav- 
ing fuffered conficerable lols, were 
compelled to retreat acrofs the 
Lahn, a river emptying itfeif into 
the Rhine, above the fortrefs of 
Ebrenbrei'flein; and ftill turther on 
the road to Mentz. The French 
had croffed this river in purtuit of 
the retresting army, and had in- 
vefted this fortrefs, which was a 
place of uncommon ftrength; when 
the archduke, perceiving the dan- 
ger of futfering the republicans to 
advance further in the rear of the 
armv, found it nece(farv to change 

. . b 
his mode of defence, and concert 
another plan of operations. 

bor thi purpote, tbout the Sth 
of June, he withdrew the greater 
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the Hundfdruck, where he had het 
in check the army of the Rhine 
and Mofelle, under Moreau; md 
leaving Mentz and Manhei ,whick 
he had hitherto covered with the 
moft confiderable part of his torces, 
with a futticient number to repel 
any fudden attacks, marched acroQ 
the Rhine with fuch reinforce. 
ments as rendered the Auftrian ay. 
my on the right fide, which had 
been hitherto retreating, gteatly 
fuperior to the affailants. This 
well-concerted {chemé was con. 
firued, by the French generals and 
cominiflioners belonging to the ar. 
my in the Palatinate, into a flight, 
But the army on the right fide, 
which had hitherto been purfuing 
the Auftrians towards Mentz, and 
which were now advanced within 
a fhort diftance of this town, foon 
felt the effeéts of thefe operations; 
fince, before Jourdan, who had fore- 
feen this manoeuvre, could gain 
time, from the badnefs of the roads, 
and the length of the march, to 
rengthen the army, the Auftrians 
attacked it with great fury, and 
compelled it, with confide: able lofs, 
to take its former pofition, whence 
they had begun their operations. 
The army of the Sambre and Meufe 
retired within the lines of Duffel. 
dorf, and that of the Khine and 
Mofelle repaffed the Rhine at Neu- 
wied. The evacuation of the Pa- 
latinate by the Auftrians, who were 
now employed in purfuit of the 
retrealing armies of the French on 
the right fide of the river, left the 
army of the Rhine and the Mofelle, 
which had taken poffeflion of the 
territory abandoned by the impe- 
rialifts, once more in prefence 0 
Mentz and Manheim, without the 
potibility of gaining any advantage 

by its pofition. 
This fecond defeat before Mentts 
though lefs fatal than the lofs fui 
tained 
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tained in the lat campaign, “con- 
vinced the French of the impracti- 
cability oftheir project, and led them 
to form a. new plan of operations, 
which embraced a greater objet, 


and which was more confonant . 


with their lately adopted mode of 
military tactics, and their adventu- 
rous and enterprifing fpirit. While, 
therefore the divifion of the impe- 
rial forces which had been left to 
cover the Rhine, and the garrifons 
of Mentz and Manheim, fuppoled 
themfelves to be holding in check 
the French forces under general 
Moreau; this general keeping up 
the femblance of hoftilities, and 
feigning preparations of making fe- 
rious attacks in that quarter, drew 
off his troops with the utmoft fe- 
crecy, and by forced marches ar- 
rived at Strafbourg, before the Au- 
ftrians knew that he had changed 
his pofition. | 
(June 24th.) The obje& of this 
expedition was to effect the paflage 
of the Rhine oppofite to this city, 
and to gain pofleflion of the fort of 
Kehl, a poft of confiderable im- 
portance on the German fide. Mo- 
reiu had taken meafures to make 
this attack in different places; but 
the fudden increafe of the river 
prevented him from putting his 
Cefign into execution, as fome of 
the iflands of which the river in 
that quarter is full, and by which 
he had hoped to effeét the paflage, 
were Covered with water; and the 
reft, which were defended by the 
\uftrians, were thus rendered more 
difficult of accefs. He had taken 
the neceflary precautions to cun- 
com his intentions of attack from 
the enemy, as the leaft fufpicion of 
his Project would have fruftrated 
SE MtIOR 5 but this unexpected 
ONacle obliged him o fupply by 
Courage what he had hoped to have 


eetted by addrefs, Having made 
17g , 
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preparations for the paffage during 
the night, and finding it impoffible 
to effect a landing immediately on 
the oppofite fide of the river, from 
the rapidity of the current, he be- 
gan his attack on the iflands in the 
middle of the river; of which he 
gained poffeflion without much re- 
fiftance, and feized on the bridges 
communicating with the main land, 
which fuch of the Auftrians as had 
efcaped had not time to deftroy in 
their flight. Although the French 
troops had made good their land- 
ing, they found themfelves without 
cavalry or artillery, fince it was 
impoflible to tranfport either to the 
oppofite fide. The rapidityof the 
current prevented the eftablifiment 
of any bridge; and the only re- 
fource left, was that of tending 
back the boats by which the tirft 
party had effected their landing, to 
bring over the remainder of the 
army. 

The reinforcements, which now 
arrived, not only refcued the French 
from their perilous fituation, but 
enabled them, though unprovided 
with artillery, except the few pieces 
they had juft taken in the iflands, 
to attempt the fortrefs. The firft 
redoubts were attacked with defpe- 
rate fury, the Auftrians being bu- 
ried under heaps of ftones by the 
affailants. The artillery taken in 
the firft redoubts ferved to force 
the fucceflive ones; and the Au- 
{trian general, finding further re- 
fifttance fruitlefs,faved the remain- 
dér of his troops by abandoning 
the fortrefs to the French. The 
achievement of this bold and ha- 
zardous enterprife not only opened 
the Brifgaw to the French; butas the 
divifion under general Wurmfer 
had been greatly weakened by de- 
taching a confiderable force to the 
afliftance of the Aufirian army in 
Italy, this — independent 


of 
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of other advantages that might be 
expected to refult from it, was fit- 
ted to make a powerful diverfion 
in prince Charles’s army, and al- 
low the army of the Sambre and 
Meufe under Jourdan to begin its 
offenfive operations. 

The difperfion of the Auftrian 
army in Italy, of which a part took 
refuge in Mantua, and the reft, 
rs lb by the French, had gained 
the mountains of the Tyrol, the 
chain of A!ps which feparate Italy 
from Germany, gave the French 
general beifure to carry on his va- 
rious enterprifes againft the refpec- 
tive ftates of Italy. The garrifon 
of the fortrefs of Milan, finding 
further refiftance ineffeétual, and 
having no profpeét of relief, fur- 
rendered themfeives prifoners of 
war. A detachment took poffef- 
fion of Leghorn on the 28th of 
June, though belonging to a neu- 
tra! power, on the pretext of dif- 
lodging the Englift, whofe proper- 
ty was confifcated to the ufe of the 
republic; while the main army en- 
tered the territory of the pope, and 
without refiftance took potleflion 
of the cities of Bologna, Ferrara, 
and Urbino. This expedition, which 
gave the French the command of 
the poffeflionssof the holy fee, a 
larmed in fo great adegree the king 
ot Naples, that he requefted an ar- 
nviftice, which was granted to him 
as well as to the pope. 


The conditions impoted on the 
Neapolitans were chiefly thofe of 
withdrawing their troops from the 
fupport of the coalition, and their 
veils from the Englith fquadron 


in the Mediterranean; thofe im- 


pofed on the pope were moore cir- 
cumftantial and 


more rigorous. 


Among other contributions levied 
in Italy on the conquered fates 
pwers Say 


that of turnithing pictures was got 


the leaft confiderable. The fates 
of Parma and Modena had been 
highly taxed in, this article; and} 
was not to be expected that the ea. 
pital of the arts, the great repofitory 
of what is richeft and moft curious 
in the labours of the chifel and the 
pencil, would efcape the attentionof 
thefe victorious dilettanti. The prin. 
cipal conditions therefore impofed 
onthe pope were heavy contributions 
on the monuments of the fine arts, 
His holimefs, by thefe articles, was 
alfo compelled to fet at liberty thofe 
perfons who were at that time con. 
fined for their political condu& or 
opinions; to renounce the friend- 
fhip of his former allies, and to thut 
his ports againft them ; to furrender 
to the French the cities of which 
they already had poffeffion, as well 
as the citadel of Ancona, which 
gave them the command of the 
Adriatic ; to pay twenty-one mil- 
lions of French money, indepen- 
dent of the contributions to be levied 
on the cities of which the French 
had already taken poffeffion ; and to 


-deliver one hundred pictures, butts, 


vaies, or ftatues, at the option of 
commiflioners who fhould be fent 
to Rome for that purpofe ; amongtt 
which ftatues were expretsly named 
thofe of Junius and Marcus Bru- 
tus, both of which were in the Ca- 
pitol; and alfo five hundred manu- 
feripts to be feleéted by the faid 
commiffion. The laft articles ot 
this treaty, and fimilar ones which 
had beenconcluded with the fates 
of Parina and Modem, excited 
much difcontent among the profef- 
fors and amateurs of the fine arts at 
Paris. While the national pride 


wis flattered with the profpect of 


fecing that city become the centre 
of all that was moft rare and excel. 
lent in Europe, feveral artifts of ce 
lebrity petitioned the directory to 

reconides 
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teconfider that part of the condi- 
tions of the peace, and the armi- 
ftice, which refpected the transfer of 
thefe monuments, and to reflect 
whether the arts themfelves would 
not be greatly injured by fuch tranf- 
lation. The directory, however 
they might have admired the liberal 
and difititerefted {pirit of thefe art- 
ifts, did not appear convinced by 
their redfoning, aud concluded on 
their Art determination of placing 
thofe celebrated monuments in the 
alleries of the national mufeum at 
Baris, 

The paffage effected by general 
Moreau acrofs the Khine, produced 
allthe advantages which he had ex- 
pected from that expedition. After 
having driven the imperialifts from 
the fortrefs of Kehl, and tranfport- 
ed thither his cavalry and artillery 
acrofs the Rhine by means of a 
bridge which he had conftruéted, 
he difpatched his troops in different 
divitions to fcour the country, and 
fucceeded iti driving the Autfirians 
from the various pofts and camps 
which they occupied inthis quarter; 
and by thefe means prevented the 
Junion of the detachments fent by 
general Wurmfer from Manheim, 
with the army of emigrants under 
the prince of Condé, who were fta- 
honed along the Upper Rhine. 

Phe army under general Wurm- 
fer having been confiderably weak- 
ened by the detachments fent to 
Teintorce that of Italy, found irfelf 
infutficient to withftand the impe- 
tuolity of this irrupsion, for which 
ho preparatioris had been made; as 
én attack in this quarter was alto- 
gether Unexpected. The archduke 
Charles was therefore obliged to 
difcontinue his purfuit of the French 
ack a Rhine, and leaving 
with fach —— | W artenfleben, 
Silene . — as he deemed fuf- 

) prevent the army under 
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Jourdan which he had hitherto beert 
purfuing, from paffing hattily on 
his reat, marched with confiderable 
reinforcemeuts to the aid of Wurm- 
fer, in order to check the progrefg 
of the French in the Brifgaw. Mo- 
reau, apprifed of this match, faw 
the indifpenfab'e necetlity of attack- 
ing the imperialitts before their re- 
inforcements fhould arrive. A ge- 
neral engagement accordingly took 
place on the 28th of June at Ren- 
chen, a village rear Philipfoburg, 
on the road to Manheim, in which 
the French gained 4 complete vic- 
tory. A divifion of the army under 
oeneral Laroche at the fame time 
fucceeded ini diflodeine the troops 
of the prince of Wirtemburg from 
Mount Kniebis, and the various 
fortreiizs on the iim mente and lof- 
fy ridge of mountains which d™ 
vide the circlé of Suabia, under the 
hame of the Swartzen Wald, or 
Black Foret. The battle of Ren- 
chen was followed on the 6h of 
July by that of Radftadt, atown {till 
further on the toad towards Min- 
heim. As the imperial army had 
been confiderably reinforced by de- 
tachments from that of the Lower 
Rhine under prince Charles, it 
was enabled to make a more obfti- 
nate refiftaice. The comba', which 
be an foon after dav-break, and 
which had be¢n di pute? ont bottt 
fides with alternate adventage and 
lofs, ended in favour of the french; 
the Auftriaris leaving them in pof- 
feflion of the fi ld of bittle 

The imperigiifts, driven from 
Radftadt, had taken very advanta- 
gcous pofitions near the vill Be of 
kttingen; where, having received 
reinforcements, they again awaited 
the atte koftlie French. Moreau, 
who was anprifed that he kad to 
contend with the whole of the ime 
perial troops, except thofe which 
prince Charles had left on the Low- 
: Qa u 
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er Rhine to check the progre {fs of 
the army under Jourdan, ftrength- 
ened his forces by calling in various 
divifions from the different potts 
they occupied in the country of 
which he had already taken poffef- 
fion, It appeared trom the difpo- 
fitions made by the Auftrians, that 
this battle was deftined to decide 
the conteft for the fuperjority on 
the Rhine. Already had geveral 
Jourdan repalled the Lahn, afer 
ineffectual reditance on the part of 
general Wartenfleben, and was now 
before the gates of Frankfort. The 
garrifons ot Mentz and other for- 
trefles on the Rhine were ineffec- 
tual to ttop the march of the French, 
who were now about to pafs in their 
rear acrofsthe Mein; and the {pace 
agcupied by the imperial arnues be- 


came everv day more narrowed by 
“ 


thie approximation of the republican 


armies both onthe northern and the 
fouthern fide. 

(gth July.) The battle of Ettin- 
gen was fought on both fides with 
defperate valour. The Auftrian 
general, con{cious that on its event 
hung the tate of the Rhine, encou- 
raged his troops to repel the fury of 
the atliulants four feveral times with 
effect from the heights of Rolen- 
foibe, which was the 
ot attack: nor was it unnul the 
French (¢ xaiperated by 
at thefe fuce eflive deteats ond C 
ing the held flrewed wi their 


aga had recourte to the |! ivonet, 
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try lying on the right fide of thas 
river, from the borders of Holland 
to the confines of Switzerland. 
The atfair of Babeuf had noy 
counterbalanced the events of Vey. 
demiaire ; and the clamour againg 
rovalifm was loft in the more recent 
dread of revolutionary government. 
The tribunals, before whom at this 
period (26th May) the aéors ig 
the maflacres of September, 1792, 
were arraigned, and to whom thofe 
who had been condemned to death 
par contusmace, On the everts of 
Vendemiaire, now appealed for a 
reveriion of their outlawry, miftook 
the nature of this general tendency 
to pardon, and acquitted with al. 
moft equal facility the criminal 


who had dyed his hands in blood, 


and the citizen whofe detettation of 
what he deemed tyranny, ha 
him to infurre€ftion. Some o 
murderers were indeed put to death; 
others were imprifoned; but the 
creat mats, who had -been, as it ap- 
peared, only the agents of men who 
had fuflicient influence, if not to 
{creen themfelves from obfervatioa, 
to efcape at leaft from punifhment, 
were acquitted. ‘This act of nae 
tional juttice fell very fhort of pub- 
lic expectation ; the people were 
much diffatisfied with thete dec 
fons. The maffacre of September 
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ecl- 


was a national crime, which ce- 
Mialae 7 large exp ations: every man 


felt himielf perfon ily intere {ted in 
avenging thofe inhuman murcers; 
or was that defire effaced by the 
pte of four years, and ali the i. 
tervening horrors, 
W hile the indulgent ‘uries of one 
rty acquitted thete murderers of 


evil intentions, the juries of tn 


—- oe 


other exercifed the fame candouft 


towards thofe who had been mot 
active in fomenting the inturrection 
of Vendemiaire. The events of that 
memorable period have had too cons 
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fiderable an influence not only on 
France, but alfo on the w hole of 
Europe, not to intere (tus in iny ef- 
tigating its caufes. The nomentary 
afcendency which it gave to the ja- 
cobin faction in the legiilature, dur- 
ing the period of the election of the 
executive power, 1€ 15 well known, 
caufed the choice to fall on men, 
fone of whom were known only 
for their predileftion in favour of 
the principles and practice of revo- 
lutionary governinent, while thofe 
whom the veice of the people 
marked out as obje&s of their de- 
cided preference fcarcely efcaped 
profeription. , 

The remonftrances of the fec- 

tions againft the two laws by which 
two-thirds of the late convention 
were conftituted members of the 
prefent legiflature without the elec- 
tion of the people, were founded 
inthe principles of juft and honour- 
able refiftance to what. they con- 
fidered as an ufurpation of their 
rights; and much good might have 
been expected from the wife and 
temperate oppofitien which firit 
evinced itfelf againft thefe decrees. 
The eloquent and forcible reafon- 
ings of the enlightened part of the 
citizens of Paris had penetrated in- 
to the departments ; and, had the 
fections continued that firm and 
peaceable demeanor which at firft 
characterized their aflemblies, there 
is little doubt that the acceptance 
of the conftitution would have 
been a companied by the rejection 
o# thele two laws,: which were 
udged to be hoftile both to its 
letter and {pirit. 
j The revolt which took place on 
the trth and rath of Vendemi ire, 
aad Which, on the 13th, ended in 
the total defeat of the jnfurcen: 
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individuals who prefided at their 
affemblies, and fanétioned their 
proceedings, were innocent of cri- 
minal defigns azaintt the liberty of 
the country, or the fafety of the 
republic, was therefore founded ia 
juflice. 

It has already been intimated, 
that in this infurreétion, as in moit 
others, the royalift party had a 
confiderable fhare, ' The impru- 
dence or vanity of their chiefs led 
them to this confeflion; but the 
primary authors of this revolt, 
though they have not efcaped ani- 
madverfion, have had the prudence 
or dexterity to avoid punifiment, 
The fections, whofe motives were 
in general pure and well-founded, 
were in fome cates led by men 
whofe views extended further than 
to a redrets of the grievances com- 
plained of, and who hoped, in the 
indignation which had been ex- 
cited againft the convention, to 
have tound the means of railing 
their own power on the ruins of 
that of the aflembly. Thefe men 
had no more the intention of over- 
throwing the republic by this in- 
furrection on the 13th of Vende- 
miaire, than Robefpierre had the 
project of eftablifhing royalty by 
the infurrection of the 31{t of May: 
their project went no farther than 
the ambition of this demagogue at 
that period, namely, fubftituung 
their own power in the place of 
that of the con 

In order to cffeét their purpofe, 
they had proje&ted the imprifon. 
ment of the aflembly in the church 
of the Quatre-Nations, after hav- 
ing fecured their perfons, which 
they entertained little doubt of 
beiny able toaccomnplith; fince the 
regular troops were jidyved too in- 


Nrion. 


confiderable to make any ettestive 
refiftance to the arme Citizens ot 
Paris, and itreng hopes were In- 
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dulged of their concurrence. As 
the imprifonment of the conven- 
tion, which was to be followed by 
their trial, would neceffarily caufe 
an interregnum, cominittees of the 
feétions were to be appointed dur- 
ing the inrerval, and take the 
charge of t-e government, till the 
convocation of a new allembly. 
The national guard of Paris was 
immediately Ae placed uncer the 
direétion of a {ubaltern, who was 
to give way tothe nomination of 
the chief who fhould be called to 
fill this important ftation. The 
perfon who was to exercife this 
truft, was an officer who, our read- 
ers will recolleét, had been con- 
{picuoufly employed in the fervice 
ot the republic, of the name of 
Miranda. 

General Miranda was a native of 
the Caraccas, and had begun his 
military career in the Spanith colo- 
nies, during the war between Eng- 
land and America When the 
courts of England and. Spain were 
onthe pont of coming to a rup- 
ture relative to the iruly abfurd 
affair of Nootka Sound, he pre- 
fented a plan of invafion of South 
America, for which, it is faid, he 
was rewarded with a confiderable 
fum of money from the Englith 
minifter, btt was refufed further 
employment. Beitug at Paris, at 
the epoch of the fubverfion of the 
French monarchy, in Auguti 1792, 
he was recommended to the notice 
of the executive power, who offered 


him a commiflion in the armies of 


the republic; and he was foon 
raifed to the rank of general, uncer 
the command ot Duniouriez. Upon 
the def étion of that general, he 
was tried as his accomplice, and 
honeurably acquitted. Being fu- 
fnefted, however, to be a partizan 
of the Gironde, he was confined in 
paiion dusing the ufurpation of 


Robefpierre, and was fet at }j 
fix months after the death of tha 
tyrant. 

As he was a man of talents, and 
hac been upon the lift ot profcrip. 
tion, he was noticed by that party 
who were likely to take the lead jy 
the government, Although his in. 
fluence was not fiutticient to raife 
him to anv elevated poft, his am. 
bition woull not permit him to 
accept of any fubaitern employ. 
ment. In his military career, he 
had been diftinguifed only by his 
misfortunes; and as he had no ex- 
pectation of rivalling the glories of 
other generals, he turned his views 
to civil employment. With the 
expectation of raifing himfelf un- 
der the new conftitution to the 
higheft offices of the ttate, he paid 
fedulous court to the chiefs of each 
party ; and though he was appa- 
rently attached to the friends of the 
Gironde, he cultivated with unre. 
mitting diligence the acquaintance 
of thofe who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves as principals in the Ja- 
cobinical profcription againft that 
party ; of Freron, who inftituted a 
feftival to celebrate their execution, 
amidft the maflacres of Toulon, and 
others, who, in addition to thefe 
late crimes, had diftinguifhed them- 
felves as leaders in the bloody {cenes 
of September. 

The proje& of the commiffion 
appointed to frame the conftitu- 
tion, propofing that the executive 
power fhould be compofed of five 
members, difconcerted his views, 
which were expreffed in a pam- 
phlet he publifhed at that period, 
where he propofed the limitation 
of the number to two, of whi h he 
believed himfelf fecure of being 
one; but the laws of the sth and 
13th of Fruétidor, which were 
made the fupplement to the conti: 
tution, propofing the eet 
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two-thirds of the convention to the 
new legiflature, proved the de- 
Schon of all his hopes. ; 
As the fections were now in 
open oppofition to the convention 
on account of thefe laws, and pre- 
fented the only means of arriving 
at power, he bec ame a fectionary ; 
and, without joining in their re- 
monttrances, or hazarding his ap- 
arance at any of their atlemt blies, 
afociated himfelf with thofe of the 
chiefs who appeared mott earneft 
in their oppofition, and either 
planned himfelf, or joined as a 
principal in the project of fubduing 
by farce that power which they 
had defpaired of overthrowing by 
their arguments. As the event of 
the conte appeared to him more 
uncertain than it did to the other 
chiefs, and as he was to be the 
perfon invited to take the lead after 
the victory, he thought it moft pru- 
dent to retire from Baris during the 
conteft. Having withdrawn from 
the danger, he returned only to 
witnefs the utter defeat of his party, 
aod inftead of a call to the fupreme 
command, found himfelf i implicat ed 
in fome affairs foreivn to the con- 
fpiracy, and was ordered by the 
convention to be arrefted. He 
faved hit mfelt by flight from this 
decree, which was foon repealed ; 
but, a fhort time after, notwith- 
ftanding the proteftations of his 
innocence of any fare ip the in- 
furretion, his declarations of ten 
ing appeared at no fection, figned 
no  infiarre tionary -papers, and hav- 
ing been abfent from Paris during 
the combat, the directory, who had 
probably gained fome evidence of 
the in trizue, t hough not fufficient 
to bring him to trial, tirft threw 
him into prifon, and afi Me is 
paffed a d ecree, order} ne him to be 
conducted by the police to the 
frontiers, and banithed the repub- 
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lic. Miranda had the dexterity to 
elude the vigilance of his keepers 
at the moment of the execution of 
this unconftitutional decree; fince, 
either as an adventurer, which he 
was now vaguely accufed of being, 
or asa foreigner, the ufual title of 
profcription under the reign of 
terror, his refidence in France, and 
his having ferved in the armies of 
the republic, entitled him to the 
protection of the laws, of the vie- 
lation of which ng proof was fub- 
ftantiated againft him, 

The directory, havi ing taken the 
precautions they thought neceflary 
againit any further atte mpts of the 
party, without having repealed the 

act of banifhment, futfered Miranda 
to remain undifturbed at Paris. 

This infurre ion, which has pro- 
duced fuch important effects, and 
which has been attributed fuccef- 
fively to the royahf{t and jacobin 
factions, was in fact owing folely 
to the overweening ambition or 
extravagant vanity of a few indi- 
viduals, who were aided in the 
execution of this plan by, both 
parties; each of which, had they 
completely fucceeded, would have 
overlooked or facrificed thofe wh 
had been the original promoters of 
the revolt. 

The affairs of finance chiefly 
occupied at this period the attentiog 
of the government. The rapid de- 
cline of the credit of the aifignats 
had rendered that paper altogether 
ufelefs; and, as gold and filver 
were not in circulation, it had been 
judged expedient to employ fome 
other means to replace this depre ci- 
ated currency. To thisend, a law 
paffed on th € gsth of March, to 
{ell the remainder of the national 
domains at the eftimate which was 
made in 1790, and which was at 
the rate of about twenty-two vears’ 
purchate; for which domains the 
() 4 nator 
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nation was to reccive in payment a 
new paper fabrication, under the 
name of mandats ¢ and which was 
to be iffued to the amount of two 
milli 
livres, of which part was deftined 
to withdraw the afi spats from Cir- 
culation at the rate of thirty for 
one, and the public lands rem: ain- 
ing unfold were to be mortgaged 
for the remainder, The pay ments 
— the pul chafe of th ofe national 

ymains were to be made by in- 
fale and it was hoped, as 
the mortgage could be foreclofed 
at any period, that this new paper 
would lofe but little of its original 
value. The directory, in a metf- 
fage to the council, declared its 
alarms, in cafe of being difap- 
pointed is operation ; the 
produce of thef national domains 
was the only refource lett to the 
to carry on the war, and 
even to pay Whe expences of the 
campaign that was then about to 
comme.ice, 


as 
mafweoyy 


This metlace was con- 
ceived in terms {fo ftrong, that 
thofe wiio were uninitruéted in the 
mancueres and politics of the 
French cabinet concluded that the 
republic was literally on the lait 
plank, agreeably to the igure which 
the directory had The 

Englith minitter, others, 
was the dupe of this art fice, w 
was only meant to quicken the 
lepiflature to a more prompt and 
ht , eral di fpofal of the public trea- 
fure 
truce 


c nploy ved. 
among 


hich 


- but which he received as t! 


ic 
and faithful contetlion of in- 


ability and ruin, and quot ea the 


ecrd:ace of the direfory's meffa; 


a 
SS 


as a conclufive and undeniable 
authority for the fact. 

The credit of the French go- 
vernment had indeed been fo that. 
tered of late in their financial tran 
actions, and fo many had been 
ruined by is operations, that no 
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ards, four hundred millions of 





plan, however profitable in its pro. 
mifes, was likely to meet with fup. 
port ; fince the continual changes 
mad e to fuit the prefling wants of 
e {tate defeated the beft found 
arrangements, and ufually ended in 
the ruin of the {peculator. Among 
the expedients + ade ufe of by the 
gov ernment, had been that of j 
{uing a paper called veil 
which were orders on the treafury 
at certain epochs tor hard mon ey, 
and which had been paid to the 
creditors of the government. This 
paper, w hich lived but a very thort 
time, formed a kind of financial 
interregnum between the aflignat 
and the mandat, and was finally 
aiforbed in the latter, at a very 
depreciated value. he mandat at 
its birth loft one fourth of its 
value, and foon after four fifths, 
As it was declared to be equal ta 
hard money by the legiflature, the 
national domains which it 


repre- 
fented were 


fought with extreme 
avidity ; and the nation: il property 
was about to be difpoted of fora 
tenth part of its reak value, fince 
the mandat, which was the leg 
payment for thofe domains, conti- 
nued to be depreciated in that pros 
portion. The | giflature, in order 
tO prevent this «ac predation, 

con pelled to violate its engage- 
ments wit h the pur hae TS, by firit 
ordering t 


legal 


was 


made 
origi- 
by which ope- 
a gre at number of man- 

dats would be taken out of cir- 
culation, it was expeéted that t heir 
value wi nuld contiderab ly augin ent. 
This decree pr duced Little effect; 

the credit of paper money was toa 
i ik to be ico ‘ by any expe- 


© payn ents o be 
at periods earlier A -sey thofe 
nally agreed on 


ration, aS 


‘ 
af Aull 


i; ~* - ; ? ad tte 
cients; and the oiflat Ue, alter 
timpering with Be, r orig! nal en- 


= 
gogements towards the pubic oy 
new regulations, were at length 


Aa 
forces 
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forced to apply 2 .more hag al 
remedy, by ordering the latt pay- 
ment, Sohich was one fourth of the 
al purch: ife, to be made in 


origin 
and this regulation c ‘m= 


money ; : 
a great num ber to take back 
pe! lled a g 


the pay yments t hey had aut 
i ade in mandats, which were now 
fi)! further depreciated, 

Thefe meafures le ft the remain- 
der of the purchafeérs no great pro- 
{pects of gain from their fpecu- 
lations, fince the pri ice of patri- 
monial land was in general lower 
than that of national property, of- 
fered at the cay} rate by the 
nation; but asthe lofs fell fc or the 
mott part on men who had by dif 
horourable traffic taken advantag: 
of the public diftrefs, this arbitrary 
at of the legiflature was much 
applauded; and the mandats, not- 
withttanding t! ec ¥ ariety O01! mie ifures 
taken to fupport their credit, foon 
partook of the fate of A, tity other 
paper money. 

The finances, which had been 
the leaft of the embarraflments of 
the French government while the 
- lence of the public ke pt pace 
vith the fa ility of making paper 
i ber ame now the mon {e- 
rious obj: ‘t of its conhderation ; 
that contidence being totally loft, 
and the treafury in a ftate of ex- 
treme penury. An arbitrary con- 
tribution had been levicd on the 
moft opulent claffes under the name 
of aforced loan, which was ordered 
to be paid in hard cafh, or in paper 
at the courfe of exchange. This 
contribution had no fixed prin- 
ciple, but depend d on the judg- 
me neha ned of the property of the 
individual by the public admini- 
firations, ae hin m; ny ¢ cafes was 
hig! ily op} rr e; butas few taxes 
had been iid for tie of four 
vears, tie whole of the fum levied 
Fil 
i very fhort of what was juilly 
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due to the government; and as the 
weight of this contribution fell on 
thofe who had enriched themfelves 
during the revolution, the illegality 
of the mode was fubinitted to by 
the public without much com- 
plaint, in confideration of the ge- 
neral juftice of the act. The com- 
mittee of finance now prefented 
general ftate of the public revenue, 
by which it appeared that the ex- 
penditure during the year amounted 
to one thoufand. millions of livres, 
and the ordinary annual revenue 
amounted to five hundred millions, 
For the rémaining five hundred, 
various refources were pointed out, 
fuchas thelevy of new taxes,and the 
fale of national lands in the new! 
united provinces of the Nether- 
lands, where religious orders ofevee 
ry kind were at this time fuy ppreffed, 
as they had been in France. It 
appeared that the receipt would ex. 
ceed the expenditure of the current 
year; but as the means of pro- 
viding thefe extraordinaries were 
but temporary, feveral modes of 
making various retrenchments in 
the expences were pointed out, and 
a plan of fevere economy was en- 
joined in place of the wild pro- 
tufion which the fytftem of paper 
money had introduced, 

The negotiations forpeace, which 
had been for fome time carried on 
at Paris between the executive di- 
rectory and the pope, were fud- 
denly interrupted by the precipi- 
tate retreat of the necotiators on 
the part of his holinefs, who were 
ordered to leave France by a man- 
date of the directory, iffued to the 
minifter of police. The ambaf- 
fador of the king of Sardinia was 
ordered alfo at i fume time to 
quit the republic: but the mode in 
which this order was conveyed to 
him was lefs revolting. 

Th ¢ papal commitlion ershadlong 

delayed 
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delayed entering into any definitive 
arrangement ref{pecti ng the object 
of their embaffv, in expectation of 
hearing fuch tidings of the fuccefs 
of the Av ftrian arms in Italy, as 
would render the conditions more 
advar itageous to the holy fee. 
White general Wurmfer was on 
his march with detachments from 
the armv in Germany, thefe am- 
baffladors pretended that they were 
unprovided with fufficient powers 
to treat definitively ; nor was it till 
intelligence arrived of freth victo- 
rics on the part of the French 
that they were found tuthcicat ly 
inftruéted to conclude the treats 
to which the dire@tory would now 
no longer liften. The difmiflion 
of the Sardinian ambaffador arofe 
only from flight murmurs which he 
had vented on hearing of the march 
of the German forces to the relicf 

f Tialv, mingled with regrets that 
hi 5 matter had con claded a peace 
fo unfavourable to his Med carey 
when every thing promifed the 
means, had he protracted the defi- 
nitive treaty, of procuring better 
conditions than thofe which had 
been fo feverely impofed. 

The minifter of the duke of 
Tuk any had fome months before 
received a fimilar order from the 
directory. Count Carletti had 
flrew 1 fome folicitude forthe yvouny 

rincefs, the daughter of Lewis the 

Vith, on her departure from 
France; which was thought a fuf- 
flcient overt a@t of ditatteétion to 
yurtify the government in ordering 
him to quit the republic. The 
real charge brought againft him 
was the peculiar activity with 
which he ferved the interefts of the 
combined powers, by making him- 
felt the channel of the fecrets of 
fete, of which he became pof- 
fetied by the confidence 
apparent attacainent to the repub- 
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which his 














lic infpired in the members of Bo 
veroment. Whether the minifter 
deferved this imputation, or whe. 
ther it was fome perfonal diflike 
or caprice of the governing powers, 
is uncertain; and we can on! v fay, 
that the duke, on his return, con. 
foled him for the difgrace, by un. 
equivocal marks of attention and 
favour. 
he refentment of the executive 
directory was not confined to the 
ambafladors of the Italian ftates, 
The ambaflador from the court of 
Sweden, Monf. Renhaufen, was dif. 
miffed from Paris in the fame dif- 
graceful manner as the envoys of 
th e pope. This court, which, from 
the death of the late kine, and 
during the war, had town dif- 
politions not unfavourable to the 
French republic, had now thrown 
itfelf, either from fear or policy, 
under the influence of the court 
of Peterfburg. It has, however, 
been infinuated that this meafure 
arofe from refentment: for the 
_— dy promifed by the commit. 
ee of public fafety, had been paid 
in draug! its on the Dutch re- 
public, which the latter had not 
duly honoured, and which the 
French government knew, at the 
time of giving them, would not be 
paid. Baron Stael, the former am- 
bafladar, whofe political opinions 
were fuppofed to be more tav our- 
able to the republic than was con- 
fifient with the views of the em- 
prefs of ug was about to be 
replaced by Renhaufen, who 
was known in ghee to be warmly 
attached to the intereft of that 
court, 

The direétory had already ex- 
pretfed its difapprobation of this 
exchange, when a note was com- 
municated, ftating, that if the new 
ambaflador was not received, the 
Swedath court would ufe reprifals 

towaru 















FOREIGN HISTORY. 219 





towards the envoy of the French voy was likewife ordered to Isave 
republic (sth Anguft). The anfwer the court of Stockholm; the direc- 


‘ven by the directory was ex- tory confidering that the dignity of 
the French naion was committed 
in retaining any friendfhip for a 
court which was now become a 
dependant on a power in open 
hoftility with the repuolic. 


refive of their friendfhip to the 
wedith nation, but enjoined the 
minifter of police in Paris to order 
that M. Renhaufen fhould inftantly 
quit the capital. he French en- 
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Arrival of General Warmfer in Italy. Repulfe of the French. Siege of 
Mantua vaifed. The Pope takes Pofiffion of Feirara. Defeat of the 
Auftrian Army on the Mincio. Defedtion of the Poli/k Sildiers from the 
Imper.al Army. Conduct of the Milancfe during the Conte. The Frenck 
Army under Moreau in Poffeffin of the whole Circle of Suabia. The Army 
ander Jourdan im Poffejion of the Circle of Franconia, Peace concluded bee. 
tween the French Republic and the Princes of Wirtemberg and Baden, 
Alliance offenfive and defenhive formed betcveen the French Republic and 
Spain. New Treaties between the French Republic and Prufia. Secret 
Articles of thofe Treaties. Seizure of Nuremberg by the King of Pruffia, 
Further Projects of that Prince defeated hy the Retrea. of ‘fourdan's Army, 








Caufes of that Retreat. Moreau advances into Bavaria. Attack on 
Fourdan'’s Army. Rapid Retreat of this Army to the Banks of the Lower 
Rhine. Critical Situation of General Moreau. Advances to Munich, levies 
Contributions on the EleGor of Bavaria, and concludes an Armiflice with 


him. = Proje& of Moreau to recall th. 


» Archduke from the Purfuit of Jourdan. 


Failure of that Proje. Retreat of Moreau from Bavaria. Vidtory gained 
by him over the Aufirian Army. Surrounded by imminent Dangers. Cuts 


his Way throuch the Pages of the 


Black Fore/?. Repafjes the Rhine at 


Brifac and Huningue. RefleGions on the Benefits refulting to the French 
from the Invafton of Germany. Conjefural Benefits refulting to the Aujri- 
ans. Evacuation of Nurembere by the King of Prufia. Rifle Tio ison the 


Condi of this Monarch. Defeat 


of the Auftrians before Roveredo, and 


March of the French Army to Trent. Defeat of Wurmpfer at Bajane. 


MGC iM Alantua. 


ee deftruction or difperfion of 
t 


Wurmfer takes Refi 


he imperial army in Iralv 


under Beaulieu, which had given to 
Buonaparte the means of conquer- 
ing the whole of the northern part 
of that country, was now repaired 
by the arrival of a new army com- 
pofed of the flower of the German 
troops ferving on the Rhine, under 
tae direGtion of general Wurmfer. 


On his approach, the hopes of the 
Italian powers who had not made 
their definitive arrangements with 
the French republic, began to re- 
vive, as they cherifhed the expec. 
tation that he was about to become 
the deliverer of Italy from the 

Gallic yoke. 
The firft fuccefs of the Auftri- 
ans fortified this illufion of the 
Italian 































































































































































































































I i what ren ned of the forces 
under (hal Beaulieu at Trent 
a Roveredo, eral Wurmfer, 
V ne thre ! 1 ma ick on 
t e ime of; tine ri iC. arav, 
marched along the Adige with the 
whole body of | is forces, and fud 
ce uv, On the 2 th of July, fell 
Wpoii thre DO : ote ” » on the lake 


of Guarana, and that of Corora, 


by tw CCil this | Ké and the eer. 


which pofts covered the city of 


Mantua. The lofs of t 
portant pofitions .was immediately 
tollowed bv the 
Mantua, froin the fiege of which 
place the Srench were driven in 
great diforder, and with a confider 
able lofs of artillery and ftorcs. 
The Autirians, emboldened by their 
fuccefs, after taking poile mn of 
ilo, whofe garrifon withdrew to 
Peiciiern, i fie dot Bretcuia os they 
were ordered, feized on this lacey 
place, together with the magazines 
of the republic, aad their hofpitals, 
and thereby cut off the communi- 
C: cation of the French army witl 
lan. 
The pope, on the news of this 
Wccets, tent his vice sdaas ife to fake 
poticthon of Ferrara, which the 
French had now scceeiliel. not- 
withitanding the remonttrances of 
4\27/44TA the Spanith rmbaflador 
who reprefent doth tie} as a 
direct violation of the armiltice 
veen his holinefs and the re- 
made his 
ublic entry without oppofiuon ; 
hut when he fubftituted the Ps) al 
arms tor thote of the republic, the 
eitizens of Ferrara ih al- 


and replaced thofe of 


I 
pu lic. The Vice-les 
I 
' 


Lhe pofition of tl French w: 


Lithion 
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ere . . >a i . Po Oe. . 
sVCTTV LO Act Wilts tac Autthians On) 


deliverance oft 
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the one fide, W UrMicr wag mp 


E : = > DUS. 
luing buonaparte on the oth, 

French general, i eer of 
b i lurrounde a UGC) vith. 
drew his forces from Ve t and 
Ore! ali ma AG R j ya 
forced march torew | felf, with 
t! WiIOdic ¢ aii rryyve, we Other 
1; ot! \7 ') 1. ' , cf 

’ ' . 

feion oj clas | en brauche 
tovetne: forces eT rye » the 
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ve >Were COIMDPCil i io 7 bea ne 
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4 am! . ic \ I Keak t LI¢ ! qm! . 
_ . - wy i . ‘ hye 1? 
More I poticiuon OF the country 


uind Mantua; the fiece of which 


ee nee 

pac’, from tue tofs of their heavy 
are ery, Peeve t re ° 1?) i ti 
eaibia icry uae ‘ WU AA &VWiil Cie \o 
turn Sas » a blockade. This vice 
ti TV 18 La} to nav - cole ine ill- 


erat ahs 


“> 
Owilg to the pro int fuomilaona 
Gael ‘tion of Various Cle 


Humber Of priiaoners was verv gr 
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# : Son , 
Vilons, who were 1 irs Orlgle 
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esl fo xy the more unequi- 
ther defeat of the 
Pretich, whi fe retreat was al firit ut 
off, would have re vlered 1e Auttri- 
ans complete e matters of Lombardy. 

The fuccefies of the arMues ot 
the republic on the Rhine cor- 
refponded with thofe in Italy. 
The battle of Kttingen, as has been 
already obferved, deterniined prince 
Charles to retreat into Germany. 


+ 


Moreau, aiter taking potteti in of 


Fribourg in the Brifgaw, and Stut- 
gard (i$th July), & Lie Cal 
duchy of Wirtember 
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the‘e powers, juft efcaped from a 
firugele in which they had been in 
a manner compelled to throw 
themfelves on the mercy of the 
evemy, would have readily min- 
gled again in the conteft in any 
fhape; but the influence of the 
republic was at this period as pre- 
dominant in various cabinets of 
Evrope, as its arms had been vic- 
torious againft their refpective for- 
ces; and Pruffia and Spain did not 
fatisfy themfelves by withdrawing 
their armies from their former al- 
lics, but entered into new and ftri& 
alliances with the French repubitc. 
While the emperor was daily 
lofing fome part of his poffethons 
by the progrefs of the French arms, 
the king of Prutlia was en ploved in 
taking advantage of his reverfes by 
feizing on independent ftates, which 
had hitherto been fecure un?’er 
the imperial proteétion, and the 
laws of the empire. The fuburbs 
of the city of Nuremberg were 
Claimed by him, under fome ob- 
folete title of upwards of two hun- 
dred years’ date; and troops were 
fent by him to enforce the demand, 
The fuccefs of the French arms 
had haftened the negotiation car- 
rying on between the court of Ber- 
Jin and the republic, and as the 
humiliation of the houfe of Auttria 
was a primary contideration with 
this court, its friencfhip towards 
Franc c kept pace Ww ithtie victories 
gained over the imperial armies. 
The conditions of the new treaty 
with Prutha not rendered 
public, as the tulfilment of them 
depended on circumitances. Spain 


openiy declared her frie: lihip for 


were 


the French republic; aad the con- 
dit'ons of an alliance offeniive and 
dctentive were arranged between 
the duke of Alcudia ad MM, Pe- 
rig n, an Codor of the French 


‘4 


— ; . , ‘ 
re) sale at tak court 01 
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St. Idefonfo on the rgth of Auguf, 
which were ratified on the ath of 
September in the ufual forms, by 


the French government. By thi 
treaty, the contraéting powers en. 
gaged to guarantee to each other 
their refpective pofleffions ; bur she 
moft prominent part of te treaty js 
the eighteenth article, in which it 
is exprefsly ftipulated, that as Eng. 
land is the only power againg 
which Spain has caufe of com. 
plaint, the operations of the prefent 
alliance fhou'ld be confined folely 
to that power. The fecrecy ob. 
ferved with regard to the Pruffian 
treaty was not fo inviolable, as not 
to fu ffe r the knowledge of {ome of 
its important articles to efcape, 
Among thefe was the gua autee of 
their republic to the Dutch by the 
Proffian government, to the perpe- 
tual exclufion of the ftadtholder; 
an article of which the Spaniti 
cabinet thought it neceffary to be 
well afflured, before it admitted 
Hollaad into the alliance which it 
was about to form with the re- 
public of France. 

Whatever might have been the 
projects of the king of Pruflta while 
the French armies were advancing 
vi¢torioufy into Germany, — and 
thofe imputed to him were nothing 
lefs than the breaking up of the 
Germanic conftitution it he could 
not find the means of placing him- 
{eif at its head, the fudden and 
unexpected reverfes of the French, 
who were now in the centre of 
Bavaria, and on the frontiers of 
Bohemia, compeiled him to change 
his plan, or at leaft to fufpend the 
execution of it, The expulfion of 
thofe armies from Ger- 
and the memorable and 
well-conducted retreat of the other, 
form too interefting a topic, not 
only in the hiftory of the campaigns 
but alfo in that of the revolution, 


ut 
tv 


One of 
mnanv, 








to permit it to be pafled over with- 
out noticing the caufes which pro- 
duced thofe reverfes, when every 
appearance promifed the approach- 
ing annihilation of the Auftrian 

wer, and the univerfal triumph 
of the French republic in that 
country, and of the principles on 
which it was founded. 

During the whole courfe of the 
war, it was underftood that the pro- 

refs of liberty in Germany had 
a fo extenfive, and the love of it 
fo rivetted in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, that the French armies had only 
to penetrate through the Auftrian 
lines, and crofs the river, not to 
conquer enemies, but to embrace 
brethren in all the countries, border- 
{ng on the eaftern fide of the Rhine, 
where this infurrectionary {pirit had 
moft obtained. 

The only motive, it was aflerted, 
which reftrained the inhabitants of 
the circle of Suabia from operating 
a revolution in their government, 
was the dread of the Auitrian forces, 
which had been in continued pof- 
feffion of that country during the 
whole courfe of the war. he ir- 
ruption of the French was therefore 
regarded by confiderable number 
of the inhabitants of that country, 
as the harbinger of liberty; and 
even thofe who felt no difpofition 
for change, obferved with pleafure 
the progrefs of the French aris, as 
itrefcued them from the inconve- 
hiencies of Auftrian requifitioas, 
and removed the theatre of war 
from their borders. But whatever 
mi tht have been their expectations, 
the ivftem of revolutio zing was 
heither in the plan of the campaign, 
bor at that period in the difpofitions 
Inde- 
pendent of otuer motives, a more 
Urgent feeling than that of frater- 
Aization Compelled them to adopta 
aac of couduct fo diferent from 
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OF the French government, 
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every idea which had been enter- 
tained of the profeffors of repub- 
lican principles, that the aftonithed 
and indignant Germans were driven 
to figh for their accultomed chains, 
and regret their deliverance from 
their Auftrian tvrants. The fober 
and fyftematic claims of their 
princes to ‘carry on the war againit 
France, though they had been felt 
by the people to be burdenfome, 
were not grievous; and though 
they expected that contributions 
would be raifed by the French, they 
cherifhed the expeétation that if re- 
publican generofity did not entirelv 
exempt them from the tax, the mode 
of levying it would be fo managed, 
that the great mats of contributions 
fhould fall on the rich and the cler- 
gy. From the profeifions of refpect 
towards the people, and the predi- 
le&tion which they heard the French 
government paid to their rights, 
this expectation was not unreafon- 
abie. 

The French commanders, or 
commilflaries, whofe care it ought 
principally to have been that the 
people under fuch circumttances 
fliould be as tittle aggrieved as pofs 
fibie, were folicitous only that the 
fums demanded fhould be raifed; 
and as the mode of levying was lefe 
to the willof the refpective vovern- 
ments, the levies, as might be ex- 
pected, were made in the ordinary 
mode of raifing taxes; fo that the 
noble aad priett pa'd but flight por- 
tions of the co.utribution, and the 
people as ufual, were compelled to 
furnifh almoft the whole. To the 
refenatment occafioned by this im- 
provident conduct of the commande 
ers in chief, maft be added the pri- 
vate depredations and plunder of 
the inferior officers, and foidiers, 
who, nding their fuperiors tranft- 
grefing with impunity, indulged 
the difpofitioa natural to military 
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men, flufhed with victory, unre- 
ftrained by difcipline, and meeting 
with no refiftance. Though the 
love of plunder actuated numbers, 
it has been obferved, in excufe for 
the conduét of general Jourdan, 
that the requifitions made by him 
to the direftory for fupplies of every 
kind, had been fo entirely unheed- 
ed, that he was compelled to admit 
of thefe irregularities in his army, 
in order to follaw up the advan- 
tages which he was daily gaining 
over theenemy. Otherecarfes have 
been alleged for this conduet of the 
French troops in Germany, and for 
the fanétion given by the govern- 
ment to the fvitem of contribution. 
At this pe riod the directory was ne- 
gotiating both with the courts of 
Profia and Spain; and it was the 
intere(t of the French government, 
whillt treating with thefe powers, 
to fhew as moderate a difpofition 
as pothible, in fpreading the revo- 
g the fubjects 
of other ftates. If the entrance of 
the French into the dominions of 
the Grerman princes had been fol- 
lowed by a call on the inhabita ints 
to ailert their liberties, it is prol 

ble that thev w vould not only have 
ducceeded in exciting a eeneral 1 

volt, but that Ta ot r con bellied: 


lutronars {pirit amon 


’ 
would have been dealt out, as inthe 
cafe of Holland. But this condu& 
muft have given confiderable um- 
brave to the courts with whom they 


were treating, fince the motives to 
} 


infurrection which they muft has 

held forth amoneft the fubiects of 
the different princes in Germ any, 
could not but be equally app licable 


1 whom they 
were sbout to form fer teralliances. 
lrom whatever caufe it 


to thofe powers wit! 


wm os certain that the French ablie- 
, ” . } ’ . 

ted from them the minds of the in- 

habitants of thofe countries whi 


they conquered; who, inftead of 


proces ded, 


H AND 


deliverers, confidered therh 2s ft 
allies of their ancient governors 
and even as averav ating the burde Pk 
under which they were already de. 
{tined to bend. 

The army of the Sambre an 
Meufe, as has been ol oe had 
poifeifed themfelves of the count iy 
lying on each fide the Mein ns the 
had made themfelves matters af 
Franconia and the ftates adjac ent, 
and were advancing, though wit h 
meafured fteps, as they met every 
where with obftinate refiftance, to- 
wards Ratifbon; whilft Moreau, 
who had marched along the Da. 
nube, and had taken ee fuce 
ceflively of Ulm, Donawerth, and 
other towns fituuted on it banks 
paffed the Lech on the 24th of Au- 
euft, near Augtburg, where he was 
oppofed with great vigou t by t! 
Aut trians, whom he d lefeated, and 
triumphantly entered the circle of 
Bavaria. During this period the 
Auftrian armies had _ received 
confiderable reinforcements, w bilff 
thofe of the French were neceffarily 
weakened from the immenfe traés 
of country W hich they had con- 
quered, and which they were com- 
elled to gu arte The archduke 


C| = who had been pr rfu ed ins 
t 
| 


--- 


~ ae f 
oma vaniaby Moreau, having placed 


: army in advantageou : politiond 

long the Danube, and on the right 
of the river Ihm, which divides 
the dominions of the cleéor of 
Bavaria from the hereditary pofe 
eflions of the houfe of Auftria, 
fent off in the mean time confider- 
able reinforcements to the army of 
Wartenfleben, which was already 
equal in number to the army under 
Jourdan, who was then in purfuit 
of the Auftrians, and who had ar- 
rived within a day’s march of Ra- 
tifbon. ; 

The right wing of the French ar- 
my under the command of general 


Be: nadotte 
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fernadotte was, of the 22d Auguft, 


edly attacked by forces fo 
— that it was compelled, in 
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was the more likely to happen fince 
the army of the Sambre and Meufe 
had been repulfed to a diftance fo 


order to avoid being furrounded, to remote as to be incapable of making 


fall back on the main body; and 
g himfelf in a coun- . 
could expect no re- 
fources, and expofed to imminent 
danger by having general Warten- 
fleben in front, and the archduke 
Charles on his flank, ordered the 
whole of the army to retreat; which 


Jourdan findin 
try where he 


was effected not without fome dif- tre of Germany. 


ficulty and lofs; owing iefs to the 


any effective diverfiom; and the 

arrifons of Mentz, Manheim, and 

hilipfburg, which the French ar- 
mies had left behind them, in the 
full confidence of being able to take 
them at-letfure, lay between that 
army and the army of the Rhine and 
Mofelle, now infulated in the cen# 


While the Auftrians were purfu- 


courage of the Auftrian foldiers ing the army of the Sambre and 


than to the vengeance of the pea- 
fantry, and other inhabitants of the 
countries they had to repafs, who 
touk advantage of the diftrefs of the 
French, to retaliate for the injuries 


Meufe towards the Rhine, general 
Moreau puthed on his conquetts to 
the banks of the Her without much 
réfiftance, aS it did not enter inte 
the plan of the Auftrian generals to 


they had received. This rege make much oppofition to him in# 


of the people was expreffed in fo 
general found it impoffible to rably 


his troops, who, loaded alfo with 
the fruits of their rapine, were more 
fedulous to efcape with their fpoils, 


lofing their treafure together with 


their lives. 


The Auftrians alfo hung of the 
fear and the flinks of the French fo 
clofely that no refpite was athowed 
fhem; nor did Jourdan think his 
army in fafety, till, repaffing Bam- 
berg and Wurtzbourg, he gained 
the banks of the Lower Rhine by 
nearer marches through Wetziar, 
and halted only at the pofts from 
whence he had commenced his ex- 


pedition. 


By this retfeat of the army of the 
Sambre and Meufe, the fituation of 
that of the Rhine and Mofelle; un- 


der general Moreau, was rendered never provided. 


extremely critical ; as his left flank 
Hine uncovered, and the Auftrian 
orces, falling into his rear, had the 
means of cutting off his communi- 
Cations with Fr Thi 

i ranee, This event 


3796, » 


that quarter. He took, therefore, 
ferocious a manner, that the French quiet pofleffion of the capital of 
avert on the 27th of Auguft, and 

made the ufual requifitions of mo- 
ney and ftores, including pictures 
from the elector, znd entered into 
than to incur any further rifk of preliminary freaties with him for a 
fafpenfion of arms preparatory to 

peace, whicli the eleétor engaged, by 
an article in the treaty of armiftices 
to negotiate with the dire€tory at 
Paris. Moreau had conceived hopes 
either that Jourdan’s army would 
refume the attack; or that his far- 
ther advances towards Vienna.would 
force the archduke to retutn; but 

the defeat of Fourdan’s arary was fo 

complete, that all hopes of their 

further refiftance were retinquithed, 

“and Moreau was coiipellked to con- 
centrate his forces inorder to guard 

againft new dangers for which, as 

he had never célculatedy he had 

General Moreau, 


in order to make a more effectual 
diverfion for the army under gene- 
ral Jourdan, had detached a conf. 
derable body from his main forces 
towarts N ve inorder to fall 
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on the rear of the archduke’s army, 
and cut off his communications and 
fupplies. The main army was to 
have been ftationed at Neuburg 
on the Danube, in order to prevent 
the advance of the imperialifts 
whom he left on the banks of the 
Thm, The Auftrian general how- 
ever, aware of this movement, im- 
mediately fent off a confiderable di- 
vifion acrofs the Danube, whilft the 
forces which kept the paffes of the 
Tyrol mountains advanced to an- 
noy the rear of the French army. 
The attempt made by the detach- 
ment which had marched towards 
Nuremberg, therefore, did not fuc- 
ceed, as the archduke had given or- 
ders that the line of communication 
fhould be kept up farther to the 
north, by the route of Egra and Bam- 
berg. Moreau therefore, canvinced 
that no afhftance was likely to be re- 
ceived from the army of the Sambre 
and Meufe, but perceiving on the 
contrary that the archduke had de- 
tached a part of the forces under his 
cominand, together with portions 
of the garrifons of Manheim and 
Philipfourg towards his own line 
of communication with the Khine, 
found it indifpenfably neceflary for 
the fafety of his army to concen- 
trate his forces, and effeét a retreat. 

He accordingly fucceeded in 
withdrawing histroops without lof. 
from the eleftorate of Ravarfa ; and 
repafiing the Leck, which divides 
this country frona the circle of Sua- 
bia, placed his army between ihe 
Danube at the Ulm, and the lake of 
Conttance. Preffed on his flank and 
his rear, Moreau, in order to extri- 
cate himfelf, found it nec flary to 
give battle to general Lafowr, who 
was marching clofe upon him. The 
event was fuceefsful ; he gained a 
complete vidtory on the 3d of Odo- 
ber, over the Aurian army, and 
made five thoufand prifoners. This 
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victory, howeves, though hi 
important in the critical pofition jg, 
which Morcau was placed, was not 
fufficient to difengage the army from 
the dangers with which it wag far. 
rounded; fince the Auftrian gene. 
rals had fucceeded in cutting off 
the communication with the Rhing 
by feizing on all the paffages in the 
Black Foreft, through which Mo. 
reau had to retreat, and in gaining 
poffefion of the Villes Forefticres, 
or frontier towns, which lay on the 
Rhine, ard which bounded the 
Swifs territory. 

Thefe politions taken by the 
German troops, in which they 
were aided by the peafants of the 
country, had ta infulated the 
army ot the Rhine and the Mofelle; 
fo that the difficulty of its final re 
treat was now rendered extreme, 
Twenty four thoufand Auftrians, 
under the command of the generals 
Nauendorf and Petrafch, were fta- 
tioned in its front, as it was now 
retreating ; while general Latour, 
recovered from his defeat, and hav- 
ing received reinforcements, pur- 
fued it clofely in its rear. 

As the paffes by the Villes Foref- 
ticres were the leaft ftrongly guard- 
ed, Moreau fent off his fick and 
wounded, and alfo his baggage, 
undera flrong efcort, by that road; 
while with the main body of his ar- 
my he kept in check the enemy 
with whom he was continually in 
action, till be arrived at the pafles 
of the Black Foreft. The part of 
the Black Fore(t through which he 
judged it n oft expedient to effect 
his pailaze, was that part called the 
Valley of Hell, through which for 
many leagues the mountains rife fo 
boldiy, that fcarcely a fpace is left 
between them for fifty men to march 
in front. This defile, formidable 
by nature, was defended by what 
was judsed a fulficient number of 
troops 
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¢roops clofe it up; but the cen- 
tre of ae army ruthing on, forced 
the paflage, while the right and 
left kept in check the Auftrian 
forces on the flank and rear. By 
this defperate meafure Moreau ¢x- 
tricated himfelf from the imminent 
danger which threatened him, and 
brought his army, with compara- 
tively little lufs, to Friburg; not 
only making good his retreat 
through a hoftile country of three 
hundred miles in extent, but giv- 
ing daily battle to the enemy even 
while fufhed with victory, making 
the aflailants prifoners to the a- 
mount of feveral thoufands, and 
taking from them both colours and 
eannon. The arch-duke Charles 
having united further detachments 
from bis army to thofe already op- 
pofed to Moreau, this general was 
at length compelled to abandon the 
Brifgaw, and fend back his army 
acrofs the Khire, which he ac- 
eomplifhed at Brifach, and Hunin- 
ue, retaining neverthelefs poflef- 
Bn of the batteries which had been 
erected on the banks oppofite to 
this laft fortrefs, and alfo leaving a 
ftrong garrifon in the fortrefs of 
Kehl, oo whence he had com- 
menced his irruption into Germany. 

Thus ended the expedition into 
the imperial territory; (and, al- 
though the repulfe of the French 
overthrew the gigantic plans of 
conqueft, which, in the delirium 
of fuccefs, the French nation had 
begun to form, the invafion was 
yet productive of effential fervice 
to the republic, by detaching al- 
moft the whole of the German 
princes from the coalition; whiltt, 
in the prefent ftate of the finances, 
the army fubiitting at the expence 
of the euemy during fo confider- 
able a part of the campaign, was an 


object of no inconfiderable im- 
portance, 
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But that which olitweighed every 
other confideration, was the pow- 
erful diverfion which this invafion 
into Germany operated in favour 
of the conqueft of Italy. As the 
Milanefe was the only reafonable 
objet of conquell, all the operas 
tions in Germany, however dan- 
gerous or romantic, effected this 
Important purpofe, and facilitated 
the progrefs and glorious enter- 
prife of Buonaparte. Had, however, 
a better underftanding between the 
commanders of the refpeCtive ar- 
mies taken place, and led to ac- 
tions more general and decifive, 
and had fortune, hitherto lavith ia 
her favours towards the ‘French, 
confolidated their great and rapid 
fucceffes, the three grmies under 
Jourdan, Moreau, and Buonaparte, 
might have formed a junétion in 
the heart of the hereditary ftates of 
the houfe of Auftria, and decided 
the fate of Germany. 

Tie retreat of general Moreau 
has been juftly the obje& of uni- 
verfal admiration. The previous 
retreat of the armies under prince 
Charles has fome claim alfo to 
the regard of pofteritv. It may be 
faid, that, although the arch-duke 
faw the ill-fuccefs which had at- 
tended the plan of leaving ftrong 
garrifons behind the enemy when 
the combined armies were driven 
out of the French tergitory in the 
campaign of 1794, he neverthe- 


Jefs retmforced, under circumftan- 


ces nearly fimilar, thofe of Mentz, 
Manheim, and Philipfburg, before 
he made his retreat into Germany. 
Leaving this great mafs of force 
behind him in perfeét fecurity, he 
divided and difperfed that of the 
enemy by drawing them on with- 
out lofs or inconvenience to h'm- 
felf. He acquired ttrength by his 
approach to the frontier of the 
bereditary ftates, in proportion as 
Ps the 
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the French loft it by their diftance 
from their own; till at length, 
feizing the favourable moment, and 
concentrating his renovated forces, 
he turned on the invader thus pre- 
vioufly weakened, whom a rapid 
flight alone faved from utter de- 
ftruction; and returning to the 
ftrong pofts he had left on the 
Rhine, he drove the French armies 
from their former conquefts in the 
Palatinate, and forced them to feek 
refuge within the fortrefles of their 
ancient territory. ; 

The hiftorian may alfo add moral 
and political confiderations to thefe 
military combinations. The fpirit 
of the Germans beat high for li- 
berty, and their enthufrafm for the 
French was ardent. It was expe- 
dient to awaken them from this 
delufion : and though the experi- 
ment was expenfive and danger- 
ous, the only certain and effectual 
method to lead the people to an 
abhorrence of French principles, 
was to bring them and the objet 
of their wifhes to nearer contact. 
It is not, however, probable that 
either fuch moral or military con- 
fiderations were the motives of the 
retreat of the imperial armies ; fince 
the expedition of Moreau acrofs 
the Rhine at Kebl, and the weak- 
ening of the imperial army by 
fending detachments from it into 
Jtaly, are caufes amply fufficient to 
explain the etfe&. Such, notwith- 
ftanding, were the advantages which 
cefulted to the caufe of the com- 
bined powers, by the ill conduct 
of the Freie! » which indeed prov- 
ed more fatal to their interefts in 
Germany thaw all the faccefles of 
the Aultrian arms. 

The king of Pruffia fomnd it ex- 
pedient alfo to moderate his pre- 
tenfions with refpect to the terri- 
tory of which he had lately taken 


podicilon. He withdrew his troops 
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and his claims from the cities of 
Nuremberg, Wendtheim, and Wit. 
femberg, declaring that he could 
not accept the re-union of thefe 
ftates to the Pruflian crown, with. 
out the free confent of the inha. 
bitants, and the permiffion of the 
empire, neither of which he was 
likely to obtain. Had he Joined 
his forces to thofe of the French, 
who had given him the means of 
poffeffing himfelf of thofe places at 
the time when his afliftance might 
have determined the fate of the 
houfe of Auftria, and either have 
put him at the head of the empire, 
or diffolved the union altogether, 
he might have retained thofe ufur- 
pations, and added others in the 
fame {pirit of rapacity and in- 
juftice, by which he had been al 
ready influenced. The fpeedy re- 
turn of this monarch to founder 
principles of political rectitude may 
without difficulty be attributed to 
the fucceffes of the Auftrian ar- 
mies ; though it is faid, alfo, that he 
was partly influenced by remon- 
ftrances from the court of Peterf- 
burch, which was to hima conftant 
object of awe and apprehenfion. 
Though the defeat of general 
Wurmfer before Mantua had con- 
fiderably weakened his army, yet 
the reinforcements he received by 
the Tyrol, kept bim in a refpect- 
able ftate of refiftance againft the 
paflage of the French armies by 
thefe mountains, into Germany. 
Buonaparte, leaving a fufficient 
number of forces to keep up the 
blockade of Mantua, marched along * 
the Adige, to attack the Au/trian 
army who were ftrongly intrenched 
at Mori, and who occupied the 
pafles of St. Marco. After a fevere 
conteft, (4th September) thefe 
pafles were taken by the French, 
and the Auftrians were compelled 
te evacuate the city of we 
white 








which had long been their chief de- 
and take refuge in Trent. In 
order to cover this city, the Auftri- 
ans had rallied at the pafs of Cal- 
iano, and had taken pofitions which 
appeared impregnable. The ad- 
drefs and courage of the 4ivifion 
under general Maffena furmounted 
this obftacle; and after a long and 
obftinate conflict, in which the 
French made fix thoufand prifon- 
ers, and took twenty pieces of can- 
non, this general victorioufly en- 
tered the city of Trent, while ge- 
neral Wurmfer, drawing off the 
remainder of his forces to the right 
towards Baflano, affembled the 
greater part of them in the valley 
of Brenta. 

By this maneeuvre, the Auftrian 
commander hoped to have engaged 
Buonaparte to have continued his 
march into the Tyrol, which ap- 
peared to be his, object, and to 
which there was no longer any op- 

fition; while by rapid marches 
Re was enabled, from the pofition 
he had taken, to fall into the rear 
of the French army, and by cutting 
it off from the divifion left to form 
the blockade of Mantua, had hop- 
ed, with the affiftance of the garri- 
ion, to defeat this divifion, and 
prevent the retreat of the French 
general, 

Buonaparte, however, inftead of 
continuing his march from Trent 
into the Tyrol, aware of the de- 
fign of Warmier, turned fhort to 
the right, and followed him ciefely 
tothe valley of Brenta. Purtying 
his-march along the river of this 
ame, he defeated the Aufirians (8th 
Septem ber) fucceilively at Primo 
Balo, at Covolo, at Cifinong, aud 
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laftly at Baffano, where Wurmfer 
had eftablified his head quarters, 
Perceiving himfelf then vigoroufly 
purfued, Wurmfer had no alterna. 
tive but to retreat towards Triefte, 
by which he muft have abandoned 
Mantua to its fate, or make good his 
march to that place, and reinforce 
the garrifon with the wrecks of his 
army. This latter plan feemed to 
him the moft praéticable; he accord- 
ingly prefented himfelf before Vero~ 
na, where he attempted to pafs the 
Adige; but general Kilmaine, whom 
Buonaparte had left in that city, 
oppofed his progrefs; and he was 
therefore compelled to feek a paf- 
fage at Porto Legnano, which he 
fortunately effeéted. It was Buona- 
parte’s intention to have prevent. 
ed him from penetrating to Man- 
tua, and he had taken meafures to 
furround him and compel him to 
furrender ; but Wurmfer’s marches 
were fo rapid that this plan could 
not be pt in execution. He met 
with refiftance in his march, at 
Cerea, Cattellano, and Due Caftelli; 
but as he had to contend with ine 
terior forces, he fucceeded in mak.~ 
ing good his way to Mantua, where 
the French attacking and obtain. 
ing, after great flaughter, the pofts 
of Favorito and St. George in the 
fuburbs of the city, and not havin 
artillery to form a fiege, turned the 
whole into a blockade. In this at- 
tack it is computed that the im- 
periaifts loft twenty thoufand 
men; and this was the third army 
which had been deftroyed in the 
courfe of this campaign, in at- 
tempting to reduce Lombardy once 
inore under the Auftrian yoke, 
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Troubles in the South of France. Balenf and his Accomplices ordered to be 


tried Ly the high National Court. 


th. Facobins on the Camp of Grenelle. 


Drouet efcapes from Prifon, Attack 
Trial of the Infurgents by a 


Military Commifion. Caufes of the Diforders ix various Departments of the 


Republic. 
maire. Amenduent of that Law. 
and the Clergy in France. 


State of the Church in Holland. 


General Amnejiy propofed. Difcuffion om the Law of 3d Bry 
State o 


of Geneva. State of the Church 


State of Lite. 


vature in France. Report of the Direfory refpecting the Ljlands of the 


Mauritius. 


State of St. Domingo. 


Hiftery of the Revolt in Grenada. 


Reduiion of St. Lucia, of St. Vincents. The Maroon war in Famaica, 


ARSEILLES, which had 

been fo often during the re- 
volution the feat of political dif- 
cord, prefented (on the nineteenth 
of July) fcenes of diforder which 
threatened the fubverfion of go- 
vernment, and the renewal of the 
reign of terror. 

e period when the citizens 
affembled for the annual choice of 
their magiftrates, was that chofen 
by the jacobins to raife this fedi- 
tion. Marfeilles at once re‘embled 
a city taken by form, and deliver- 
ed over to the pillage of a fero- 
cious foldiery. Bands of affaffins 
ran through the ftreets, with their 
necks and arms bare, armed with 
fabres, ftilettos, and clubs, exclaim. 
ing, Long live the moun‘ain! lon 
live the conttitution of 1793!" and 
having divided them felves into dif. 
ferent bands, they took pofleffion 
of the halls where the feétions af. 
fembled, overthrew the urns which 
contained the ballots of the citizens, 
drove the prefidents and fecretaries 
of the affemblies from their places, 
and killed thofe who marie re fift- 
ance. The commiffary of the di- 
rectory at Marfeilles excuf d thofe 
acts fo the gavernment as quarrels 
between the royaliits and republi- 
Gaus; but the council of five hun- 


dred inftituted an inquiry into the 
faéts, and expofed . perfidy of 
the agent of government, and hav. 
ing annulled the eleétions, ordered 
the directory to fill up the vacan- 
cies provifionally until proper mea- 
fures fhould be taken for the fecu- 
rity and tranquillity of the city, 
Although the jacobins were mot 
frequently guilty of thefe exceffes, 
the public tranquillity was often 
difturbed by the partifans of royal- 
ty, and by fanatics, who, under the 
title of Societies of the Sun, and 
of Jefus, retaliated with great {e- 
verity, and often with cruelty, oo 
the agents of terrorifm, by whom, 
in the days of revolutionary govern- 
ment, they had been feverely per- 
fecuted. The rage of thete dif. 
ferent faGtions againft each other 
had been fupprefied or fomented 
according to the political opinions 
of thofe who had been {ent on mil- 
fion to examine into and remove 
thefe evils; but the pacification 
was in general of fhort duration, 
Thefe infurre&ions were confined 
chicfly to the fouth, where the paf- 
fions, perhaps, acquire energy from 
the influence of the climate. The 


general tranquillity of the ftate was 
little difturbed by thefe partial dif- 
orders; and in this is difcovered 
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the advantage of great republics 
ever thofe of {mall extent; fince 
in France infurrection may be ex- 
cited, or rebellion may rage over a 
fretch of country equal to the ex- 
tent of many leffer governments, 
without producing any fenfible ef- 
fe& on the great mafs; the revolt 
at the extremity is crufhed by tie 
weight of power concentred in 
the feat of empire, an‘ put mm mMmo- 
tion againft it; while, in fmatller 
fates, the whole is infurrection, 
and the parties torment and lace- 
rate each other, till the diforder ends 
in complete anarchy or fervitude, 
' The jacobins, defeated at Mar- 
feilles, where a kind of military 
government was now inftituted in 
order to preferve more effectually 
the public 1 eace, made foon after 
another attempt for the fulverfion 
of the government at Paris itfelf, 
more violent and extravagant than 
that of Babeuf. 
‘As a reprefentative of the peo- 
le had been engaged in that con- 
Rbics, the forms enjoined by the 
conftitution for his arraignment 
had retained him, as wei! as his 
accomplices, in Paris tll the two 
councils had decreed his accufa- 
tion. After Drouet had undergone 
the neceflary examinations, and had 
been ordered to take his trial, he 
found means to make his efcape 
from the Abbey prifon where he 
was confined. This evafion was 
generally underftood to have keen 
an act of the jacobinical party in 
the government, who were fup- 
pofed to be well acquainted with 
the progrefs of this confpiracy. | 
Little inquiry was made into the 
aifair, fince it was generally agreed 
that the trial of a man who was 
uppofed to have rendered fervice 
to the cowntry by the arreft of the 
late king in his dight from Paris, and 
WhO Was jut returned from a-long 


} 
HISTORY, 234 
imprifonment with the Auftrian 
would bring fcandal on the republic. 

Although the evafion of Drouet 
rendered the affembly of a national 
court unneceiffary, it was determin- 
ed that the trial of his accomplices 
fhould be carried on in the fame 
forms as if he was prefent. This 
confpiracy, which, for its extent 
and its views, may rank with any 
recorded in hiftory, became juftly 
an object of national attention. The 
examination of the papers of the 
confpirators, which formed a col- 
lection as curious as it was terrible, 
prefented fuc details and ramifi. 
cations of treafon, as deterred the 
government from making them ime 
inediately public: nor was it till 
fome time had elapfed, and the pub- 
lication became unavoidable, that 
the depth of this confpiracy was 
difcevered. 

Though the fubverfion of the 
government was the ultimate end 
of the majority of the confpirators, 
the three parties who formed the 
general body were divided on the 
means by which it was to be effect- 
ed. The firft of thefe parties was 
that over which Babeuf himfelf 
prefided, and whofe adherents were 
Antonelle, Pelletier, Germain, 
D’Arthe, &c. This divifion was for 
afgenera] maffacre of all who held 
any authority, or who were gullt 
of being rich; and this divifion 
was the moft powerful, the beft 
condued, and the beft organjzed; 
but ic did not appear to have the 
means, without a coalition of the 
different parties, for accomplifhing 
its ends. The fecond divilfion was 
compofed of ex-conventionals,—of 
thofe who had been members of 
the committees of public and ge- 
neral fafety, under the regimen of 
terror,—fuch as Vadier, Amar, Lai- 
gnelot, Lindet, and others. Thefe 
ex-deputies, prefuming on their own 
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experience ja government, were 
averfe to fo wide a diffemination 
of power as would neceffarily fol- 
low, if the partifans of general maf- 
facre were to gain the afcendency ; 
and therefore they contended that 
the purpofes of this revolution 
would be fully anfwered, if the 
government was put into the hands 
of thofe who had conduéted the 
,infurreétions of Germinal and Prai- 
rial, in 1793, of thofe who had 
been fent prifoners to the fortrefs 
of Ham, and thofe deputies of the 
convention who had been rejeéted 
at the laft election. Of this party 
Babeuf fpoke with great contempt: 


and it is probable that they would 
have divig d, had not a coalition 


been found indifpenfably neceflary 
to attain. the common end. Drouet, 
it feems, was the point of contact 
between thefe difcordant parties, 
the compounder and amalgamizer 
of their crimes, the reconciler of 
their differences, and the propofer 
of the conditions of the treaty which 
confolidated their union. 


Both thefe parties, notwithftand- 


ing their reciprocal hatred, joined 
their difcordant forces, and both 
were overlooked by the third par- 


ty, of whom Babeuf {poke with 
refpect, and whofe alliance he held 


in greater confideration than thofe 


with whom he was already leagued. 


Whoever in the government were 
the fubaltern agents, the direétor, 
Barras, appears to have been ac- 
—— with the proceedings of 
t 


e con{pirators; and jn a conver- 


fation which he held at the direéto- 
rial palace with Germain, one of 
the moft faithful adherents of Ba- 
beuf, it is faid he hinted at various 
revolutionary meafures, fuch as pil- 
laying the thops and warehoufes, 
as beft fitted to effe& the end they 
had in view. : 


Jt does pot appear that any of 
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the high authorities mingled 
immediately in the plot, but o 
held themfelves in readinefs to take 
advantage of the diforder. Amon 
the papers of the confp 
found lifts of thofe who, though not 
engaged in the confpiracy, enjoyed 
(according to their different talen 
as propounced patriots) the conf. 
dence of the chiefs. Some were 
ticularly marked outas fteady meng. 
for revolutionary execution, which 
was followed by the long {croll of 
thofe to be murdered ; others were 
defignated for adminiftrators, finan, 
ciers, and other employments; {o 
that not only was the fuccefs of this 
new revolution enfured, but almog 
all the places under the fucceeding 
government filled up. 

When Babeuf, with the other 
confpirators, was transferred to the 
city of Vendome, where the high 
national court was appointed to af, 
femble, the fubaltern agents of the 
confpiracy, who were not difcoe 
vered or taken, jn order to favour 
the efcape of their accomplices at 
the moment of their leaving prifon, 
attempted to excite an infurredtion 
by firing petards, expofing whitg 
cockades, white colours, and other 
enfigns of royalty, fo as to make 
their own manecuyres wear the ap- 
peecenes of a royalift confpiracy, 

his ridiculous plot was initantly 
difcovered, the agents having been 
detected in the very fact. The bad 
fuccefs of one plan did not dif- 
courage the jacobins from under+ 
taking others. On the contrary, 
finding that no inquiries were made 
to difcover the authars of this at- 
tempt, they imagined themielves 
fufficiently ftrong to undertake an 
operation of a bolder and more de- 
cifive nature. 

Since the attack of the fections 
of Paris on the 13th of Vende- 
miaire, varjous bodies of troops hae 
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been conftantly ftationed in and 
near Paris, under the immediate di- 
retion of the government. Many 
of thefe foldiers, who had been em- 
ed, in conjunction with the ja- 
cobins, againft the citizens who had 
armed themfeives on that fatal day, 
did not forget the fraternity which 
had then vowed to each other, 
and of which the jacobins were 
careful to cherifh the remembrance. 
The greater part of the regiment 
called the legion of police had 
been difbanded on account of their 
jacobin connections; but, as the 
friendfhip of the military was a 
int of effential importance, the 
ders of the jacobin party did not 
fail to pay their court affiduoufly 
to their fucceflors. 

The camp of Grenelle, a plain 
on the fouthern fide of the Seine, 
between Paris and the hills of Meu- 
don, ftill contained numbers whom 
the jacobin leaders confidered as 
their firm adherents. Emboldened 
by the aflurances of thofe foldiers 
whom they had gained over to their 
party, they formed the defperate 
enterprize of attacking the govern- 
ment with the ailfiftance of the 
camp. 

Thefe defperadoes accordingly 
aflembled at a taveru, to the num- 
ber of five or fix hundred, art the 
village of Vaugirard; and though 
their intention of vifiting the camp 
was difcovered, and confequently 
the neceflary precautions taken both 
by the minifter of police and the 
general, they entered it at mid- 
night, crying, “ Long live the con- 
ftitution of 1793!—Down with the 
councils!—Down with the five tv- 
rants!” blaving entered the camp, 
they invited the foldiers to frater- 
nife, to get rid of their chiefs, and 
march under their banners to glory 
and empire. As the aé¢t of rebellion 
¥4 Dow completed, the foldigrs 
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did not delay to execute the punith. 
ment. The moft forward of the 
infurgents were immediately put 
to the fword, or fhot; and the re- 
mainder, not expecting to meet 
with fo hoftile a reception, fled in 
all directions. ‘lhe greater part 
made their efcape: one wed ot 
and thirty-two were taken prifon- 
ers, and were afterwards tried b 

a military commifion, Of thefe 
the greater number were releafed ; 
the reit, having been for the moit 
part members of revolutionary 
committees, were Condemnea to 
death, or banifhment, according to 
their former refpective characters; 
as the crime of infurreétion was 
clear and {pecific, of which all were 
equally guilty. Whis infurrectioa 
differed from common infurrec- 
tions, only by the apparent inace- 
quacy of the means to the magai- 
tude of the defign. 

The project of thefe defperate 
and infatuated men was to put to 
death the majority of the directo 
ry, and the greater part of the two 
councils, inciuding the feventy- 
three deputies profcribed und>r the 
revolutionary regimen and the new- 
ly-eleted third, the ftaff of Paris, 
and all the minifters, except Mer- 
lin, the minifter of juftice, who was 
underftood by them to favour their 
revolutionary defigns. 

At the head of this confpiracy 
were three ex-reprefentatives of ‘he 
peopie, and three ex-generals, who 
were executed, and it is generall 
believed that Drouet himfelf was 
in the number of the infurgents, 
This defperate attempt had the fa. 
lutary effect of awakening the exe- 
cutive power to greater vigilance 
againft the remains of the jacobini- 
cal party, fince it became evident 
that their own exiftence was en- 
dangered by the culpable indul- 
gence they had exercifed towards 
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men covered with blood and crimes; 
many of whom they had admitted 
to offices of truft and power, and 
whom, till lately, they had affected 
to treat with diftinguifhed marks of 
affsétion. 

This infurreétion took place at 
the moment when the legiflature 
was employed in deliberating on 
the formation of a law of general! 
amnefty, which fhould annul ail 
proceedings inftituted for revolu- 
tionary crimes, commitred from the 
roth of July 1789, to the 4th of 
Brumaire, the fourth year (1796), 
except thofe of emigrants, and o- 
thers, comprehended in the law of 
the 3d of Brumaire, the day pre- 
ceding the putting in force the 
conftitution, 

The reign of terror, which inun- 
dated France with crimes, was the 
fource of other crimes which were 
committed to avenge the former. 
That tyranny had been fo univer- 
fal,-that there was fcarcely an in- 
dividual who had not felt its influ- 
ence; and the language of patiion 
and party fpoke fo loud before the 
tribunals, that the voice of juftice 
could fearcely be heard. Various 
meafures had been adopted to in- 
troduce impartiality in judicial pro- 
ceedings after the fubverfion of the 
jacobin government; but thofe who 
were accufed, though transferred 
from the fcene of their crimes, 
found in every_quarter, and even 
in the perfons of the judges, who 
ought to have been the impartial 
arbiters of their fate, either the ac- 
complices of their guilt, or their de- 
termined enemies. The revolution- 
ary committee of Nantes, who, un- 
der the proconfulate of Carriere, 
had perpetrated musders of every 
defcription, were declared by the 
tribunal of Paris, before whom thev 
were fent, to have commitred thofe 
horrors without crirainal intentions; 


) 


and nothing in general was within 
ing but a knowledve of the jury, te 
decide what would be the fate of 
any perfon aceufed. It was this 
uncertainty in the adminittratio 

of juftice, which led the inhabitants 
of the fouthern departments to de. 
fpife the tardy and erring vengeance 
of the laws, to take the execution 
into their own hands, to violate the 
fanctuary of the prifons at Mar. 
feilles, to arm the timid maid with 
the dagger that at mid-day ftruck 
the heart of the terrorift judge whe 
had been the affaffin of her father, 
and which gave a latitude to paffion 
and political rancour, often beyond 
the bounds of the moft vindiétive 
retaliation. This popular venge. 
ance was, however, not only exer. 
cifed againft the guilty, but it was 
made the pretext of infurrectiony 
againft the government, by infti- 
tuting focieties whofe principles 
were not fo much direed againk 
the deftruétion of its abufes, as 
againft the exiftence of the repub- 
lic itfelf. The law of the ath of 
Brumaire, which was alfo one of 
the effeéts of the infurrection at 
Paris in Vendemiaire, not only 
{topped all proceedings againft the 
agents of the terrorift regimen, ' but 
alfo fet at liberty thofe who had 
been fentenced to various punith- 
ments for crimes legally and fully 
proved. This law was the fignal 
of jacobin re-aétion throughout 
the republic ; and the fouth became 
again the theatre of outrage and 
tyranny. From hence arofe thefe 
diforders at Lyons and Marfcilles, 
which became the fubjeéts of dif- 
cuffion in the legiflature, who now 
hoped to end thefe dreadful cala- 
mities by pouring the river of am- 
nefly into the burning gulf. 

The report of the commifion 
propofing this general amnefty was 
the fudject of a long and eloquent 
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debate, which turned principally 
on the right which the legiflature 
had of granting an amnefty, if the 
moment were favourable 
that purpofe, and to what points 
it ought to extend. Phe debate, 
which had been adjourned in order 
to afford time to the committee to 
amend the refolutions, was refumed 
four days after with great warmth, 
and ended in the introduction of 
another queftion, which was a pro- 
fition to repeal the famous law 
of the 3d of Brumaire, which, ex- 
cluded from all public offices, unt 
thepeace, the relations of emigrants, 
and thofe who had figned papers 
tending to infurrection, by whom 
were meant the fectionaries of Ven- 
demiaire. 

For fome time paft, the party 
which, during the convention, was 
known under the name of the Coré- 
droit, or of the Gironde, had been 
firengthened by the party of the 
new third. The difcovery of the 
confpiracy of the jacobins on the 
a2d of Floreal, called the confpi- 
racy of Babeuf, had weakened the 
influence of the jacobin faction, 
and increafed that of the moderate 
party, which again received new 
ftrength from the attack of the ja- 
cobins on the camp of Grenelle. 
At length the government became 
convinced that there was no fafety 
but in crufhing the remains of that 
daitng fet, 

The party in the legiflature who 
were diftinguifhed for the mode- 
ration of their political opinions, 
thought the prefent moment favour- 
able for obtaining a total repeal of 
the law of the third of Brumaire, 
which was regarded by them not 
only as a monument of jrcobin trie 
umph after the events of Vendemi- 
aire, but alfo as derogatory to the 
principles of the conititution. Al. 
though the niotion made for its re- 


peal was warmly fupported, nothin 
farther could be obtained at chat 


time than referring the examination 
of the law to a commiffion whic 
fhould weigh and compare its ads 
vantages and inconveniencies with 
relpedh to the prefent political tem. 
per of the republic. . 

The decifion of the legiflature on 
this point was regarded by all par. 
ties as ope of tie moft important 
that had come before the aflfemtly, 
fince it involved the iaterefts of 
fuch a variety and mafs of indivi- 
duals, and not only engaged deeply 
the parties in the houfe, but excited 
a kind of political fermentation 
without. While the moderate par- 
ty oppofed the law becaufe they 
thought its exiftence incompatible 
with the conftitution, others con- 
fidered its repeal as atieAing the 
exiftence of the republic, by the 
admiffion of royalifts and counter- 
revolutionifts into every office of 
truft; and declared their belief, that, 
if the law were repealed, the firft act 
of the next leziflature would be that 
of placing a king upon the throne, 

The decifion of the commifiion 
was in favour of the maintenance 
of the law to its full extent, with 
the exception of that article which 
excluded thofe who had given their 
fignatures to infurrectionary papers; 
which referred to the perfons who 
had been aétive in their oppofition 
to the laws for the re-eleétion of 
the two thirds of the convention, 
caljJed the laws of the gth and + 3th 
of Fructidor. The commiffion, 
in its report, profeffed to have con- 
fidered this law in three principal 
points of view; with refpedt to its 
own tendency, and its coanection 
with the conftitutiqn; in its rela- 
tions to the amnefty granted to the 
partifans of the terrorift faction, 
and alfo with regard to the propo- 
fition which had beea made of ex- 
tending 
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tending it fo as to exclude the ob- 
je&ts af this amnefty from public 
offices, equally with the relations 
of emigrants. After defcanting on 
thefe various topics, the commif- 
fion concluded that the law was in 
firi& conformity to the conftitu- 
tion, that the extending of it to a 
wider circle was unneceflary and 
impolitic, and that the whole fliould 
remain unrepealed, fave that article 
of the decree which excludes thofe 
who had figned tigre al 

Neverthelefs, as the decifion 
to be made on the {ybject of thie 
law was confidered by both par- 
fies, though iu different views, to 
be effentially conneéted with the 
liberties and exiftence of the re- 
public, it was refolved that it fhould 
undergo the forms enjoined by the 
conftitution, and be read at the in- 
tervals appointed by law. 

The difcuffion lafted feveral days. 
On one fide it was reprefented that 
the convention had a right to enact 
this law, fince, although the coniti- 
tution was accepted by the people, 
it was not at that period put into exe- 
cution; that if in the interval fuch 
circumftances occurred as tended to 
deftroy both the conftitution and 
the republic, fuch as the events of 
the 13th of Vendemiaire, the con- 
vention, the only regulator of the 
ftate, would have been inexcufable, 
had it not provided againft a danger 
which the people, in accepting the 
conftitution, could not have fore- 
feen, and againft which, therefore, 
the conftitution could not provide ; 
that the forming of this law was 
therefore a caic of abfolute expe- 
diency; that if a certain clafs were 
for a fliort time fufpended from 
the exercife of their rights, this 
fufpenfion was effentially connect- 
ed with the public fafety, which 
required that public offices theuld 
mot be left to men unwerthy of 


fijling them; that under this de, 
fcription might reafonably be jg, 
cluded thofe who, if not enj 

had been reputed fuch, an thofe 
alfo who were connected with them 
by tes of confanguinity ; tha 
during the exiftence of this lay 
no difaftrous effeéts had refulted 
from it; the armies were not dif. 
organized ; public offices were not 
vacant; the republic became more 
and more confolidated; that the 
application of the law to the rela. 
tions of emigrants was prudent and 
jutt; fince, were they appointed to 
fill a of authority, they would 
probably have to decide on the fors 
tune, the life. the honour of a fon, 
a brother, or a father, and be ex. 
pofed to the wretched alternative of 
wounding their deareft affeétions, 
or of betraying their duty to their 
country; that it was prudent at 
leaft to fufpend the rights of thofe 
who were only fufpedted of emi- 
gration, fince the fufpenfion, were 
they innocent, would be but tem. 
porary, and they were only placed 
in the fituation of thofe whom the 
conftitution excluded from the en- 
joyment of citizenfhip, becaufe the 
term of refidence indicated by the 
law was not accomplifhed ; that the 
council were not called on to make 
the law, but only to ftop its execu- 
tion; that if the law were repeal- 
ed, it would open the way for emi- 
grants, and their relations, to fill 
the moft important offices ; that its 
duration was limited; that the le 
giflature had not hefitated, on the 
2ift of Floreal, when the confpt- 
racy of the jacobins was difcover- 
ed, to frame a law which was aa 
equal violation of the conftitution; 
and that if the conftitution was ¥I- 
olated by the difpofitions of the law 
of Brumaire before it was put lato 
execution, that violation, admit- 
ting it to be fuch, was virtually 


juftibed 
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fultified by the principle eftablifh- 
ed in enacting the law of Floreal, 
or rather was an exemplification of 
the old maxim, that the public fafe- 
ty was at all times the fupreme 
law. 4 

On the other fide it was con- 
tended, that as the law owed its 
origin to a moment of perturbation 
1 jacobin re-action, {o it bore 
the marks, and poffeffed the fpirit, 
of revolutionary government; that 
if it was prudent to exclude the 
relations of emigrants, the law 
fhould diftinguith between the re- 
lations of thofe who had abandon- 
ed France from their hatred to the 
revolution, and of thofe who had 
fied fubfequent to the reign of ty- 
ranny, in order to avoid profcrip- 
tion and death, and who were’ not 
yet reftored to their rights; that if 
the law ought to be preferved, it 
ought to be extended to thofe whofe 
crimes had efcaped punifiment by 
means of the general pardon, znd 
who, having been the plunderers 
and even the aflaflins of the peo- 
ple, ought not to fit as their judges 
or magiftrates ; that the time chofen 
for the formation of the law ought 
to render it void and of no effect; 
that the convention was then, as 
heretofore, under the influence of 
terror; that the conititution was 
threatened to be fet afide, or total- 
ly fuppreffed ; that many of the re- 
prefentatives of the people were 
put into arreft, that others were 
about to be placed on the lift of 
profcription, and that the enacting 
Of this law was a compromife with 
the jacobin party in order to avoid 
the commitlion of greater evils. It 
Was contended that the conftitu- 
thon havi: g been accepted, the con- 
vention had no right to frame a 
law contradictory both to its letter 
and fpirit; that the law was there- 
fore an ufurpation of the fovercign 


HISTORY. 437 





authority, which had juft been ex! 
ercifed by the people, and was there. 
fore a tyrannical ac, and a vidlgs 
tion of their rights; that the lay 
was alfo effeatially unjult; for, as 
all crimes are perfonal, a great por- 
tion of the people were punithed 
for the crimes of others, and a con. 
fiderable gh were treated with 
this injuftice, from having-previ- 
oufly experienced a fill greater in- 
juftice, in having their names or 
the names of their relations perfi- 
dioufly infcribed on the emigrant 
lift by the agents of terror; while, 
far from abandoning the republic, 
they were at the time in the dun- 
geons of their tyrants, 

It was obferved that the law was 
in manifeft violation of the rights 
of the people, in fo much as it ex 
cluded them, under pretence of 
public fafety, from the election of 

erfons who miglit become the ob- 
jects of their choice; which princi- 
ple, under fimilar pretences, might 
be extended to the whole nation ; 
that the pretence of its being a 
meafure of public, fafety was the 
revival of that jargon which had if- 
fued from the peftiferous Jips of the 
moniters who had commited, under 
its fan¢tion, every poflible crime, 
from the inftitution of that tyranny 
which they called revolutionary go- 
vernment, to the organization of 
that fcene of murders which the 
called a revolutionary tribunal. It 
was infifted, that the conftitution 
having amply provided for the 
yublic fafety, every meafure that 
infringed that conititution was an 
aét of tyranny, and the fufpenfion 
of only one ot its difpofitions wasa 
violation of the whale. 

Although this law was to be made 
void at the general peace, it wag 
fuggefted that its maintenanee might 
be deemed of fulficient importange 
by the party who prepefed it, to 
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perpetuate the war; that the period 
of its termination was in any cafe 
uncertain; and making the confti- 
tution fubfervient to uncertaincies 
of any kind was virtually annihi- 
lating it; that the affumption that 
this exclufion was no punifhment 
or degradation, was fophiftical and 
falle, fince every difpontion which 
deprived a citizen of his rights, un- 
lets in perfegt harmony with the 
conftitution, was fuch; thar the 
law itfelf was abrogated the moment 
the conftitution was put into adti- 
vity ; that juftifying the difpofitions 
of this law by that of the twenty- 
fecond of Floreal, was only juftily- 
ing one abufe by another; that 
though it was contended that the law 
was expedient to prevent thofe who 
were fuppofed to be hoftile to the 
conftitution from becoming mem- 
bers of the legiflature, one individual 
only had been found after the moft 
diligent refearch, to whom the law 
applied ; but that the law, from its 
being ineffective, was not the lefs 
dangerous ; fince, whether it were 
impotent, and therefore ridiculous, 
or forcible, and therefore defpotic, 
it was an ufurpation of the will of 
the people, and a diregt infringe- 
ment of their rights. 

The council, atter confiderable 
agitation and tuimu't, decided in fa. 
vour of the report of the commif- 
fion by a majority of forty-four. 
A debate on the cliufes of the 
report then took place, and an 
amendment was propofed, to in- 
elude in the provifions of this law 
thofe partifans of the terrorift fac- 
tion, who were the objects of the 
amnefty, the chiets of the Vendeé- 
ans, and the rebels in the weftern 
departments who had been pardon- 
ed. This amendment was violently 
oppofed by many of the original 
framerfof the law of the third of 
Brumaire, who thought they had 


7 


yielded fufficiently in affenting te 
the removal of the penalties of this 
law from the fubferibers of infyr. 
rectiohary papers, which had been 
agreed to in the difcuffion of the 
feport; but the majority, on the 
principle of impartiality, decided 
that thefe amendments fhould alf 
make part of the law. 

Thus amended, the law was fent 
up ta the council of elders. Ac. 
cording to the conftitution, this 
council has fimply the right of ap. 
probation or rejection of laws, 
without any power of making a 
mendments to any law, fince the 
right of initiation is referved to that 
of the five hundred. 

The report, which was fent to 
a committee, a$ it had been in the 
other council, was in favour of the 
amendment. But, notwithftandin 
the ample difcuffion which had tak- 
en place in the other houfe, the 
debate lafted feveral days. To the 
arguments already urged, were add. 
ed others arifing from new circums 
{tances and new information. The 
council, reduced to the alternative 
of adopting the refolution, and 
thereby confecrating in fome mea- 
fure the law of the third of Brumaire 
to which the great majority were 
decidedly averfe, and that of rejea- 
ing the refolution, in whieh cafe 
the law, without amendment, would 
remain in all its original, odious, 
and perfecuting colours, decided in 
favour of the refolutions fent up by 
the council of five hundred. This 
law, which involved fo many dif- 
ferent interefts, excited fo many 
fears, and kindled fo many paflions, 
had been the fubject of difcuffion 
in the legiflature upwards of five 
inenths. 

It the party who ate 0 the 

t 


repeal of the law did not fucceed to 


the tuil extent of their wifhes, ot 
accomplithed fome points whic 
were 
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deemed of no flight impor- 

If the relations ef emigrants 

were Mill excluded from places of 
rroft, the ageots of terroriim were 
compelled to abandon thofe to 
which they had been chofen; and 
h the direétory had the un- 
coutrouled nomination by the con- 
fiitution to all places belonging ‘to 
the executive power, their choice 
was now fo far reftrained that they 
could neither elect nor keep in of- 
fce thofe who had found refuge 
from punifament in the general par- 


The freedom with which the 
French government had treated the 
minifters of Sardinia, Sweden, and 
the pope, againft which powers they 
had jut grounds of complaint, was 
now exercifed, without any appa- 
rent motives, againit the minifter of 
Geneva. This republic, from the 
beginning of the revolution, had 
been forward in manifefting its 
friendly difpofitions towards France. 
In return for this fraternal adhe- 
rence, the party known in France 
by the name of the jacobin party, 
foon after the change of the mo- 
narchical government in 1792, had 
attempted to violate its indepen- 
dance, by ordering general Mentef- 
quiou to take pofleilion of its terri- 
tory, at the hazard of coming to an 
open rupture with the Swifs cantons 
towhich it wasallied. But although 
they were favoured in this attempt 
by a correfponding jacobin party io 
Geneva, their order was difobeved, 
aad the general, our readers will 
recollect, faved himtelf from pro- 
{cription by fight into Switzerland, 
where he refided during the reign 
of terror, 

As this plan had not fucceeded, 
and the reign of jacobinifin was 
eflailifhed in France, the jacobins 
of Geneva, tinder the proteétion of 
tae Freach minifter, inftituted a fi- 
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milar fyftem of government, and 
revolutionary committees. 

vague titles of fufpected perfons, 
and fufillades, defoiated. for a thore 
time this little republic. The events 
of. the tenth of Thermidor, which 
overthrew that fanguinary regimen 
in France, put an end to the la, 
bours of its imitators in Geneva ; 
and conftitutional regulations were 
formed, which promifed the return 
of order and profperity. The re- 
public of Geneva, relying on the 
me ay 3 of the French republic, 
to the fortunes of which it had 
fhewnthe moitconftant attachment, 
enjdined monfieur Reybaz, its mi- 
niiter, to requeft from the directory 
that the fame protection which it 
gave to the Dutch republic in mak- 
ing the acknowledgment of its in- 
dependence a part of the conditions 
with thole powers with whom it 
concluded treaties of peace, might 
be extended to that of Geneva, fince 
fuch acknowledgment was an ob- 
je&t of importance, and even of 
neceflity, with reipe‘t to their 
neighbour the king of Sardinia, and 
might prove ferviceable to them 
with the ptinces of the German 


empire. 

Phis was a requeft which might 
have been granted by France with- 
out inconvenience, and would have 
been admitted by the refpective 
powers without difhiculty. The 
French government had, however, 
other views, and the minifter of 
foreign affairs hinted to M. Rey- 
baz, that it was probable the ree 
public of Geneva might find it 
more advifable and more accordant 
to its future tranquillity and intereft 
to renounce its independeacy, and 
become an integral part of the 
French republic. M. Reybaz, who 
had no inftructions from his go- 
vernment to liften to overtures of 
this nature, could give no fatisfac- 
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tory reply to the mifliter on this 
fubjec&t ; who therefore obtained an 
order from the directory to requett 
from the republic of Geneva the 
recall of their ambaflador, and the 
fending of another, who fliould be 
poffeffed of pure: principles of pa- 
triotifm, and with whom he fhould 
not find the fame difficulties that he 
had found with M. Reybaz. The 
Genevan government, without tak- 
ing any «pparent notice of the in- 
finuation, fent another ambaffador: 
but as both the repugnance of that 
government to the defired union, 
arid the charaéter of the new envoy, 
were previoully known to the mi- 
nifler, the ambaffador was not ad- 
mitted; and the government of 
Geneva foon after experienced an- 
other fhock from the diforders and 
violences committed by the jacobin 
rty, in the murder of two indi- 
viduals who had been tried for fome 
political offence ; which was appa- 
rently meant as an indication to the 
inhabitants that a Te-union with 
France was the only effectual mode 
of infuring order and tranquillity. 
This miferable and machiavelian 
licy excited general indignation 
in France. Befide the outrage 
committed againft the rights of 
an independant nation, and the in- 
fraétion of all thofe principles on 
which the French republic had 
founded its own exiftence, the at- 
tempt was impolitic, as the danger 
of the precedent would neceflarily 
alarm the cantons of Switzerland 
for their own independency, and 
the benefit refulting to France 
could in no way counterbalance 
the numerous evils which would re- 
fult from this unton with Geneva. 
The friends to the independence 
of this rm public reprete nted, that if 
the French government ye rfifted in 
attempung to enforce this incor- 
poration, the Genevar, from thmt 
sy 
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general attachment which crag 


man feels for his coun 
which every native of Geneva in 
articular cherifhes for thofe 
inftitutions under which he has 
been educated, and which had 
taught him, from his earlieR in. 
fancy, the bleflings of indepen. 
dence, (fo much the more dear FY} 
the narrow cirele in which the 
had been exercifed gives him 9 
more pofitive and appropriate ides 
of his liberties and his rights), would 
feel that the enjoyment of French 
liberty, although it might make 
him the citizen of a greater com. 
munity, would fo far diminith his 
perfonal importance, that it would 
wear to him the femblance of de 
pendence and flavery. It was obs 
ferved, that, although the real I. 
berty of the individual under the 
laws of the French republic might 
not be leflened, the prejudices of the 
Genevan wotild lead him to aban- 
don a place where he had been ac. 
cuftomed to confider himfelf fo ef- 
fential a part of the fovereignty, and 
to carry to other countries that in- 
duftry which had made Geneva, for 
certain manufactures, the mart of 
Europe, and which had levied com- 
mercial contributions in the remo- 
teft parts of the world; which had 
excited the fame fpirit of induftry 
in the furrounding departments of 
France, and which gave the mot 
profitable means of exiftence to the 
peafants of the regions of Geneva 
and Mont Blanc, whofe inhabitants 
were excluded from any operations 
of external Jabour by the fnows in 
which they were buried during the 
rigours of their tedious winter. 
When, in addition to thefe minof 
confiderationus, it was remembered 
that, by the enforcement of this 
union, the French government 
would deftroy that fair fabric which 
they had reared in their maxims of 
port 
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political morality, in their affuran- that they fhould be banifhed fron: 
tes of religious veneration for the the republic; which decree was fent 
fights and liberties of others; it was up to be debated in the council of 
that the incorporation, if it elders: but events of more imme. 
was even offered, would be rejeéted, diate importance intervening; the 
from principles Yoth of prudence committee to whont it was referred, 
and magnanimity. had delayed making their report on 
The union was ro longer infifted the decree of the five hundred, nears 
on, but the difpofition to accom. ly three months. 
ith this objet was not immédi- Although fufficient time had e. 
ately changed ; for the difmiflal of lapfed to calm the effervefcence 
M. Keybaz and his fucceffor was which this queftion had excited, the 
followed by the rejection of a third report, when made, did not prove 
end a fourth ambaflador, attended more favourable to this unfortunate 
with circumitances of indignity, as clafs of men, fince it tended to 
the perfons named by the govern. confirm the refolutions adopted by 
nent of Geheva, and rejeted bythat theother council. It has been ob- 
of France, were not futfered to re- ferved by Rouffeau, that if govern. 
fide in Paris. The Genevans, with- ments were regulated by mere phi- 
out taking public notice of this lofophers, they would become moré 
condué& which they had not the* intolerant than priefts; and though 
power to refent, continued to labour much of the intolerance which had 
at the formation of a conftitution as been exercifed towards the clergy 
a free and fovereign ftate ; and took during the revolution, may poflibly 
meafures té reprefs that feditious find fome excufe in the rancorous 
and anarchical {pirit which the ja- hatred which many of the order had 
cobinical party in the French go- perfeveringly manifetted againft the 
vernment was fufpected to have eftablifhment of liberty, the pro- 
encouraged. greflive fpirit of perfecution; of 
_No queftion during the revolu- which they have been the victims, 
tion had been more agitated than is juftly a fubject of reprehenfion. 
that which concetned the political As the conftitution, by decreeing 
and civil ftate of the clergy. The that the ftate eftablifhes perfect li- 
convention, not fatisfied withhaving berty of worfhip, and pays for the 
entirely deftroyed the civil eftablith: fupport of none, had irrevocably 
ment of religions had infliéted the determined the fate of the church in 
mott ignoniinious penalties on fuch France, and of its minifters, — and 
of the minifters as had not taken the as the means by which this event 
baths prefcribed by the laws; A had been accomplifhed; make an 
cs clergyman, under the re-  itmportant part of the hiftory of the 
gimen of terror, was an infallible revolution,—it may not be inexpe- 
obje& of profcription; and nothing dient to prefent our teaders =a a 
More than the identity of his perfon fhort retrofpect of the manner in 
was neceffary to fend him to imme- which this important change was ef- 
diate execution. Numbers of this fected. The firfl declaration of the 
Cription were ftill confined in  conttituent aflembly that the eftates 
various places of reclufion in the ofthe clergy were the property of the 
Pe The council of five hun- nation, and that the minifters of the 
(onthe feventeenth of Floreal), church were the fervants of the 
ater a long difcuffion, had decreed ftate, equally with civil funétion- 
1796. Q. aries, 
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aries, led the legiflature to require 
from the bifhops and newly-elected 
vicars an oath, in conformity to an 
article in the civil conftitution of the 
clergy (decreed on the twenty-te- 
cond of July 1790), “to watch 
over the people intrufied to their 
care, — to be faithful to the nation, 
the jaw, and the king,—and to 
fupport with all their 1iiluence the 
conttitution decreed by the affem- 
bly, and accepted by the king.” 
"This oath was extended, on the 
twenty fixth of September follow- 
ing, to ecclefiaftics of every de- 
fcription, to profeffors of femina- 
rics and colleges; and to every pubs 
hic funétionary of the church, with- 
out diftin¢tion. Thofe who re- 
fufed it were held to have vacated 
their offices, but were de- 
clared to be in rebellien to the law : 
but fuch as having taken the oath 


} ” 7 " ' , ° 
fhould refule to obey the rules it 


none 


enromed, were not oniv to be de- 
prived of their office, but to lofe 
their right of citizenfhhip. This 
decree was extended, on the fifth of 
f cbruary, nty-fecond of 
March, and the feventeenth of 
April I=O1, to < haplain: pita! 


the twe 


of hoiptta's 
and prifons, and to all who were 
concerned in) public initruction, 
who were he 


d to be in tne cials oi 


public tunétionaries, and who were 


enjoined to take the fame oath of 


lidelity and attachment. 
7 ’ } et oe q ’ 
Hence be gan the divilion of the 


\- 
re, 


clergy into conf{litutional and non- 
urnng prieits. As the latter had 
in eeneralb regarded the interference 


of the ftate with the 
the church as a facrilegious viola- 
fron of religion, thev chofe rather 
to reben their fundctio ws, than vield 
an oly dience W hich they declared 
to be rebellion tothe church and 
toheaven. This confcientious clafs 
but as the clafs 
was equally numerous whe could 


Was Verv nimerous: 


concerns of 





BRITISH AND 


reconcile civil liberty and Come 
fcience, the refignations were {oon 
filled up by. ecclefiaftics attached 
to the revolution, and who had 
taken the prefcribed oaths 

The multitude of priefts wh 
were at once deprived of their 
offices tor refufing to take the oath, 
naturally reprefented this feverity 
as a perfecution for confcience. 
fake; and the regulations which 
were afterwards paffed, prohisitin 
them from ofliciating in holy off. 
ces under any circumftances, add. 
ed to the effervetcence already ex. 
cited. Their flocks in a great 
meafure partook of the fpirit of 
their paftors; and the weftern de- 
partments of France, where the 
clergy had always had the moft ex. 
tenfive influence, became the refuge 
of the difcontented, where they ems 
ploved themfelves in fowing very 
plentifully the feeds of revolt, which 
{von broke out into open rebellion, 
under the name of the infurrection 
of the Vendece. Theiegiflative aff m- 
bly had attempted at different pe- 
riods to employ coercive meatures 
againft the non-jurors: but the in- 
fluence of the court, who fecretly 
protected them, had hitherto pre- 
vented any difcuffions on the fub- 
yeét. The evil, however, became 
fo obvious, that at length, in May 
1792, certain penal laws were de- 
creed againft them by the leyifla- 
ture, which the king refufed to 
{fanction. This refufal is recorded 
as one of the leading caufes of the 
abolition of monarchy in France; 
which event took place on the roth 
of Auguft 1792. 

On the 14th of Auguft the le- 
giflature deereed, that every French- 
nan receiving penfion or falary 
from the ftate thould be held to 
have abdicated his office; uf, 10 4 
week after the publication of the 
law, he did not take an oath to 

maitr 
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maintain Liberty and Equality, or 
to die in their defence. But, as 
this law did not affect the non- 
: juring clergy, it was decreed, on 
the 26th of Auguft 1792, that 
every pricit who had refuled to 
take the coniftitutional oith, or 
who, having taken it, had retracted, 
fhould depart within a certain time 
from the French territory, under 

in of imprifonment to thofe who 
fhould remain or return. 

The fame decree fubjected to the 
fame penalties all other ecclefiaftics 
who, although not required to take 
the oaths, had, by any overt aéis, 
fomented or occafioned difturban- 
ces which fhould have come to the 
knowledge of the adminiftrative 
bodies; and fuch alfo, whofe ba- 
nifiment fhould be required by 
any fix citizens inhabiting the fame 
department. The fick and aged, 
who were difabled from complying 
with the law, were to be contined 
in fome houfe fet apart for the pur- 
pofe, under the care of the muni. 
cipality; and thofe who were ba- 
nithed from the territory, were en- 
joined by another law, iffued the 
i7th September in the fame year, 
hot to inhabit any country then at 
war with France. 

Thefe ferocious regulations, the 
forming of which had been pre- 
ceded by numberlefs arrefts and 
imprifonments, were proclaimed on 
the mangled carcafes of the unfor- 
tunate victims who, in various parts 
of the republic, fell a facrifice to 
the favage and inhuman fury of 
Mat party known in France by the 
hame of Septembri/. urs, Or men of 
the fecond of September. 

_ The national convention, who 
lucceeded the legiflative body, had 
been too much occupied in the 
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firft months of its feffion to con. 
tinue this work of perfecution; but 
as foon as the jacobin party had 
gained a certain confiftence, the 
priefts were agaia brought forward, 
Having taken the conftitutional 
oath to defend the nation, the law, 
and the king, was now no mark of 
civifm; it was therefore decreed, 
on the twenty-firft and twenty third 
of April 1793, that all ecclefiaftics 
of every defcription, regular or fe- 
cular, who fhould not have taken 
the oaths decreed on the fourteenth 
and fifteenth Aupult 1792, to main- 
tain liberty and equality, fhould be 
tranfported without delay to Guia- 
na; the penalties of which were ex- 
tended, as in the preceding cafe, 
avainft thofe whom fix citizens of 
the fame canton fhould accufe of 
incivifm *. ‘The pain of death was 
decreed againi{t thofe who fhould 
return; but the aged and infirm 
were fimply kept ia confinement. 

The fuccefs of the jacobin con- 
fpirators on the thirty-firft of May 
1793, completed the deftruction of 
the civil eftablifliment of religion in 
France. Conftitutional and uncon- 
ftitutional worfhip wereat oncecone- 
founded ia the fame profcription; 
the void made by the abolition of 
the Roman catholic religion was at- 
tempted to be filled by what thefe 
new fanatics called “ the worthip 
of reafon;” and atheifm received 
the public homage and honours 
due to the Supreme Being. 

The non-juring priefts being 
now virtually dutlawed, and revo- 
lutionary tribunals in full activity, 
the convention made no further 
regulations till the thirtieth of Ven- 
demiaire, fecond year (October 
1793), when the penalty of death 
was confirmed againit the priefts 
and evineed the ignorance 
nt 
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who fhould return from banith- 
ment, and was decreed againft thofe 
alfo who thould evade the law by 
remaining In France, as well as 
thofe on whom fhould be found 
any cowntet-revolutionary infignia. 
Certain penalties were alfo decreed 
againit thofe who fhould harbour 
priefts who were fubject to any of 
the above regulations, which, by a 
law of the twenty-fecond of Germi- 
nal, April 1794, was pronounced 
to be tranfportation, if fuch con- 
cealment had taken place after the 
promulgation of the law of the 
thirtieth of Vendemiaire; but, from 
the publication of the prefent, the 
perfon by whom they were con- 
cealed was to fuffer death, as an 
accomplice; which punilhment, by 
the fame decree, was inflicted on 
the aged and infirm who fhould be 
found without the walls of their 
prifons. 

The events of the ninth of Ther- 
midor (27th July, 1794), which 
overthrew the jacobinical regimen, 
fufpended the execution of thefe 
barbarous regu!stions, and favoured 
the return of the people to the 
practice and duties of religious 
worfhip. Fhe national conven- 
tion, whatever might be its wifh to 
prevent the refurrection of the ca- 
tholic faith, faw that oppofition 
fave it vigour. On the third of 
Ventofe, the third year (February, 
1795), the convention decreed pe- 
nalnes againft thofe who fhould 
difturb the citizens inthe exercife of 
their religion; butadded that the re- 
public protected no exclufive mode 
of worfhip, nor falaried its mini- 
iters, and chat every law contrary 
to the ipirit of the above decree 
was repealed. On the eleventh of 
Prairial following (May 1795), the 
convention authorifed the ditferent 
communes to make ufe of churches 
nyt fold, for the purpofes of wor. 


/ 






fhip; and fubjeéted the minifters 
to a declaration only, before the 
municipality, of their fubmiffion to 
the laws. his wife return to tole. 
ration in the government diffufed 
general fatisfaction, and facilitated 
the peace with the infurgent wef. 
ern depattments : and although a 
decree of the twenty-fixth of Frac. 
tidor (Auguft, 1795) enjoined the 
committees of public fafety to exe. 
cute the regulations againft the 
priefts who had returned from ba. 
nifhment, it determined the mode 
of reftoring their eftates to the fa. 
milies of thofe who had been be- 
nifhed. The recommendation made 
by the convention was foftened a 
few days after into another law, 
which only fubjected refractory 
priefts to fines, and fuch only 
who, having accepted civil public 

funétions, did not abdicate them. 
By thefe latter regulations, all 
the former were repealed; and 
foon after, the conftitution was 
framed, declaring that vo one could 
be difturbed in the exercife of re- 
ligious worlhip, provided he con- 
tormed to the laws. The only con- 
dition impofed on thofe who bee 
came paftors of a church, was the 
acknowledgment of the fove- 
reignty of the people, and obe- 
dience to the laws of the republic. 
It was therefore left to the choice 
of the individual, whether he would 
comply with the conditions; but 
the revival of penalties, which had 
been abrogated by the conftitution, 
againft priefts who filled no offices, 
and who therefore were not liable 
to punifiment, was rightly confi- 
dered by the council of elders as 
an ac of intolerance, injuftice, and 
tvranny. Notwithftanding the re- 
prefentations made by the com- 
mittee of the koftile fpirit of the 
remaining refractory clergy, whofe 
numbers were now confiderably 
diminifhed, 





diminifhed, of their exhortations to 
rebellion, their denunciations a- 

inft the purchafers of national 
-oecerly and a variety of other 
counter-revolutionary proceedings, 
the truth of which there was no 
reafon to doubt, as the proofs were 
multiplied, the council of elders 
fon the fixth September) rejected 
ynanimoufly the refolution of the 
council of five hundred, ordering 
thofe priefts to be banifhed, and 
left them to the ordinary punifh- 
ments of the law. Meanwhile, the 
nonjuring priefts continued to exer- 
cife the profeffion, and found 
every where devotees, who confi- 
dered them as the only fure guides 
in the road of falvation, and the 
conforming clergy as apoftates from 
the faith. A great divifion arofe in 
France between thefe different fec- 
taries: but as the government took 
no part in the difpute, the public 
tranquillity was not difturbed. On 
the one fide, many of the non-con- 
forming clergy mingled with their 
zeal for the ancient faith a propor- 
tionate degree of zeal againft the 
new government; whilft the con- 
forming clergy attempted to.recon- 
cile the Roman catholic faith with 
the fpirit and letter of republican- 
ifm. This latter clafs having col- 
lected together the remainder of 
their forces, which the late perfe- 
cution exercifed againfl the whole 
order had fcattered in wide direc- 
tions, had early in the fpring at- 
tempted to give confiftence to their 
proceedings by holding a fynod, 
which, if it had not the weight ofa 
coungil, fhould be the temporary 
guide in matters of belief for thofe, 
who, loft amidft the fubverfions 
and divifions which had taken place 
in the church, were ignorant what 
rules to follow, and what authori- 
hes to obey, Encouraged by the 
return of erder, although the perfe- 
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cution againft the priefthood had 

not altogether ceafed, a few con- 

ftitutional bithops, in the {pring of 
£795, aflemb to examine the 
ftate of the defolated church, and 
take meafures for the re-eftablith- 
ment of ecclefiaftical difcipline, 
and the reftoration of public wor- 
fhip. Lamenting the perfecutions 
to which the church had been fub- 
jected during the late reign’ of ter- 
ror, and which perfecution the 

confidered as the moft violent it 
had undergone fince its origin, they 
beheld, in the final - feparation 
which had taken place between the 
church and the ftate, the means of 
deftroying thofe abufes and evils to 
which this incorporation had given 
rife; and regarded the prefent ara 
of the revolution as affording a 
favourable opportunity of reftoring 
religion to its original purity and 
{plendour, delivered from political 
influence, and having no other re- 
lation with government but the 
recgprocal interchange of fubmifli- 
on, fidelity, and attachment, for juf- 
tice, fafety, and protection. 

But, left the unity of the church 
fhould be broken by innovations in 
difcipline, or the introduétion of 
new doétrines in matters of faith, 
thefe conftitutional bifhops pub- 
lifhed a circular letter or provifion- 
ary code, as a guide for the faithful, 
till the times fhould become favour- 
able for a more avowed and regular 
mode of proceeding. This ae. 
tation of their faith differed but 
little from the maxims which had 
hitherto been adopted by the Gal- 
lican church; the pope was ad- 
mitted to be its vifible head; and 
the whole of the do¢trines taught 
by the apoftolic and Roman church, 
defined by the acumenical coun- 
cils, and explained by Bofluet, were 
adopted as the ftandard of catholic 
belief. In the government of the 
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church, the authority of epifco- 
pacy was the corner-tlone, as being 


of divine original, and the bond of 


union among the different churches, 
as the primacy of the holv ice was 


the common centre of catholiciim ; 


and as this hierarchy was recog- 
nized to be eftablithed by divine 
right, independent or congregati- 
onal aflemblies were exprefsiy con- 
demned. 

After laying down the articles of 
faith with refpeét to doctrine and 
difcipline, they proceeded to the 
examination of the conduét of the 
clergy who had fallen off from the 
faith during the ftorm of perfecu- 
tion. Various were the modes in 
which the crime of apoftafy had 
difcovered itfelf: and fuch were 
formally expelled from the church 
as unwortby of exerciiing any of 
its functions, who bad protaned the 
body of Tefus Chriit, the holy 
i ripture s, the holy oils, the images 
which were the obrects of the vene- 
ration of the faithful; who ehad 
joined in or fanétioned the facri- 
legious blafy hemies of the enemies 
of religion, who had given in their 
difmifhon during the } rfec ution, 
or declared that they renounced 
their funétions: and fuch as had 
contracted marriage, even though 
thev fhould renounce the t ; 

This enevelical letter concluded 
by recommending c 


f 
‘ . 


tam =6oprovi- 


; 


Tr ars rey lations wl } reipect LO 
thie ceneral adn init ron of the 
church, referring to a iccond letter 
in which thefe ree ath ms were to 
be more fully CX; ined. The fe- 
cond encyclical letter appeared at 
the clole of the year, and contained 


a come lete and wei arranged code 


Of all that ¢ e¢ted the dodtrine 
and difcipiine of the catholic 
( } Phe interval between the 
p Cation « the! iw | { } ! 
be led up thefe pious i 
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learned ecclefiaftics in analyfing the 
coctrines of their religion, and ep. 
deavouring to reduce them to their 
primitive Hmplicity. Though fay 
from attaining this end, their Js. 
bours were attended with profit; 
for in their refearches they difco. 
vered and avowed as primary ay. 
ticles of belief, that the govern. 
ment of the Chriftian republic jg 
{piritual; that its diftinétive cha. 
racter is charity,—that the obe. 
dience it demands is conformable 
tq reafon,—that its f{pirit is ab. 
horrent of defpotifm,—and that jt 
was confided in common to all the 
apoliles. The authority of the 
church, according to the fyftem of 
thefe reformers, refides in the bod 
of bifhops; and, although the 
bifhop of Rome holds the firft place 
in this community, his titles or 
claims of being the univerfal bi- 
hop or bifhop of bifhops, have no 
foundation in truth. The per. 
fecution which had awakened the 
zeal and quickened the faith of the 
believer, had taught him other prin- 
ciples, which the narrow maxits 
of his church had never admitted 
inta his creed. Animated by the 
enlarged principles which had been 
eltablithed by the revolution beYore 
it became fullied by crimes, the 
Philofophic catholic had attempted 
to amalgamate them with the prin- 
Ciples of his faith; and, whilft he 
{till adhered to the doétrines of an 
intolerant church, he profeffed the 
noft unqualified and unbounded 
entiments of toleration. Hence, 
or the firft time, dogwe fee, in the 
oiiicial addrets of the bifhops of 
the French catholic church, the 
names of Grotius, Clarke, Newton, 
and Addifon, mingled, as defenders 
of the truths of religion, with Paf- 
cal, Maitlillon, Bofluet, and Fene- 
lon: anathe teflimony of Voltaire, 
under the title of the philofopher of 
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Ferney, brought to prove - dif 
ingenvoufnefs ot the accufation 
made bv infidelity againft religion, 
that its doctri res tend to {tifle rea- 
fon, that ray of divinity In man. 

Thefe paitoral regulations and 
inftruétions were not all de livered 
in the fame fpirit of tolerance and 
meeknefs. With all the d:ference 
which thefe learned ecclefiattics 

id to the laws, they declared 
fome of them to be in direct oppo- 
fition to the maxims of the church; 
whilft the comminatory parts of 
their circular briefs included many 
asunworthy of catholiccommunion, 
who had finned with all the enthu- 
Gaim of religion and virtue. The 
marriage of pric {ts, and the laws re- 
fpeAing divorce, were fubjects of 
the fevereft reprebenfion; and the 
crime ot Jaici/m, they afleried, bore 
the double character of error and 
facrilece. 

As marriage is one of the facra- 
ments of the Roman church, they 
were to be excufed, or rather com- 
mended, for protefting againit the 
laws which permitted divorce ; 
efpecially as the abufe of thefe laws 
had greatly enlarged the field of 
vice and immorality; but the ful- 
minations iffued againit Jdaicifin, 
which they defined to be the ufur- 
— prieftly offices, bore ftrong- 
y the mark of prieftly domination, 
This crime of laicifm was frequent 
in France, and was an evidence of 
teal for religion, which ought to 
have excited the approbation of 
thele ecclefiaftics, rather than have 
provoked their cenfure. 

_ The laymen who were the ob- 
jects of this prieftly anathema were 
thofe who prefided at the religious 
allemblies of the people, where no 
ecciehailic was to be found; who 
read to them the offices of the 
ch ireh, and in fome cafes admi- 
Mitered the facraments; but moit 
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commonly fubftituted for this part 
of the fervice the expofition of the 
crofs. ‘Thefe lay-aflemblies were 
common In various parts of the 
republic; and the people, rejoicing 
in the return of thefe means of con. 
folation, and landmarks of piety, 
the weekly celebration of divine 
worfhip, bad not difcerned, or had 
overlooked, the facrilege of the 
minifter in favour of the fervice he 
rendered; and fo indifferent were 
they refpecting the qualification of 
their paftors, or rather fo far had 
they fhaken off their prejudices, 
that abfence from religious duties, 
On account of the quality of the 
officiater, was confidered as the 
fymptom of being a bad citizen. 
Thefe circular letters. which were 
fiyned by thirty-four bifliops, were 
only provifional, tll the convo- 
cation of a general council, which 
fhould definitively decide on the 
future regulations both of doctrine 
and difcipline in the church. The 
convocation of fuch a council has, 
however, been ceferred; nor does 
it appear to enter into the views of 
the French government to admit 
afleinblies of ecclefiaftics, whofe 
regulations, though they would not 
have the jorce ot laws, might, if 
they were in contradiction to the 
eftablifhed laws of the 
have an undue 
people. 

A number of ecclefiaftics, who 
had afiembsed in the month of 
March at Verfailles for the pur- 
pofe of holding a fynod, were di- 
fperfed by an order from the exe- 
cutive power, as forming an affoci- 
ation hottiie to the peace and good 
order of toe republic; fince which 
no publ ec affembly of divines has 
been held. This controul, exer- 
cifed by government over the dif- 
ferent fectaries, does not relax their 
The conforming ch 


zeal, g 
O.4 


republic, 
influence on the 


vy have 
Oe 


tlie 





















































iy tt as —“-" 
. ~ - 
” 2 
- sn 
rs 
< * 
Se - - 


4 
¥. 











48 


conferred on their ge 
brethren the title of difenters; an 
as thofe of the laity who are dif- 
affected to the republican form of 
government, have no way more de- 
cifive of fhewing their averfion, 
than that of attending the religious 
pftices of thofe whofe religious dif- 
fent is the certain indication of their 
political difaffeétion, the clafs of 
diflenters attached to the doétrines 
of the church, untainted with re- 
volutionary mixtures, and of thofe 
who are become devatees from con- 
tradition, is very numerous. In 
return for this appellation, the dif- 
fenters apply the epithets of intrud- 
ers, wolyes, heretics, and even pro- 
teftants, to the conformifts; and 
this intolerance is carried fo far, 
that the penitent who forfakes thofe 
errors is not admitted into the fold 
of the faithful till he has undergone 
the ceremonies of exorcifm; and 
the diflenting prieft fometimes af- 
fures repofe to the fowl of the dead 
by the exhumation and re-burial of 
the hody, which, though in ap- 
pearance it be quietly inurned by 
he conforming {chiimatic, is not 
lieved to be at reft. 

Fram amidft the ftorm of thefe 
facerdotal diflenfions, it is evident 
that a fairer religion is about to 
arife. The reformation of religion 
in France appears ftrangly impreg- 
nated with the fpirit of republican- 
iim. Pattoral letters are pyblith- 
ed by bithops, in which chriftianity 
is reprejented as being the original 
declaration of the rights of man, 
and the unian of the throne and 
the altar is reprefented as the moft 
anti-chrittian of political or reii- 
gious inititutions. At the head of 
thete reformers is Gregoire, the 
dithop of Blois, known Dr his elo- 
quent defence of the Jews -before 
the revolution, and who, amidft the 
general Apoitafy under the reign of 
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terror, ftood fingle in the nati 
convention againft the to 
atheiftical sonicdgtion, The — 
vernment, without being indiffe, 
rent, ftands aloof from the conteft: 
and this wife neutrality, while it 
weakens the virulence of the fa, 
natic whofe zeal was kept alive by 
mapa will leave a fair field 
or that free inquiry which leads to 
the difcovery of truth, 

It was not in France alone that 
the religious eftablifhment funk in 
the vortex of revolution. The 
Dutch republic, impatient of the 
yoke, without waiting for the 
fanétion af a conftitutional law, 
rathly, in our opinion, abolithed 
their national church, and dec 
that henceforth the ftate thould 
defray the expence of no form of 
worfhip, and fhoyld pay none of 
its minifters, except ipdgemnities to 
fuch as might fuffer by the prefeng 
refarm. 

The revolution in the catholic 
religion in France may be attri, 
buted to the united efforts of Jan- 
fenifm and infidelity ; for it is dif- 
ficult to decide, whether it is to the 
difciples of the bifhop of Ypres, who 
had been at all times the moft ftre- 
nuous defenders of the liberties of 
the Gallican church, or to the 
fectaries of the {ceptic philofophy, 
who treated the arguments of the 
contending parties with equal con- 
tempt, that the honour or blame 
belongs of undermining the na- 
tional religious eftablifliment. 

Whatever may have been tho 
fpecial or concurrent caufes of the 
overthrow of the cathalic eftablith- 
ment, this reyolutign in the pro- 
teftant church of Holland was 
chiefly effeéted by tlie profcribed 
feét who embraced the Socinian 
doétrine; who, being in general 
men of learning, and friends of 
civil liberty, had acquired fuch ag 

a afcendancy 








gm ene eo? em, HF OO 





FOREIGN 


ncy in the political con. 
of helt country, as afforded 
the means of laying a foun- 

‘on of the prefent revolution, 
a csctting - it the fabric of 
their prefent inde endence. As it 
was the only religious fect in Hoi- 

d not tolerated by the ffate, it 
was fupported by thofe who che- 
sithed its principles of oppofition to 

vernment, without formally be- 
coming converts to its religious 
fyftem; and by the influence of 
this religious fect, known hitherto 
jn Europe only b their tracts of 
controverfial divinity publifhed 

riodically by the philofophical 
eftablifhment at Haerlem, the poli- 
tical fyftem of Holland has heen 
totally changed. 

While the attention of the maft 
refpetable part of the clergy in 
France was directed tothe reforming 
and re-eftablifhing a religion, which 
had been firft corrupted, and af- 
terwards fupprefled, the men of let- 
ters were itill more actively engaged 
in the promption of {cience and the 
improvement of literature. The 
great national inftiiution which we 
announced in our laft valume has 
already commenced its operatians. 
At the firft public aflembly, which 
took place on the fourth of April, 
1796, the members of the executive 
directory, defirous of giving {plen- 
dour and importance to this lite- 
rary folemnity, went in their cof- 
tumé of ceremony, and accom- 
panied by all the minifters, and 
with a confiderable efcart. The 
ambafladors and minifters of Spain, 
pweden, Denmark, Pruffia, Pat 
cany, Holland, the United States, 
Genoa, Geneva, &c. were alfo pre- 
fent, and a’ place of honour was 
affigned for them before the eftrade 
of the direétory. 


At this memorable affembly, 
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which may be confidered as the 
epocha of the revival of letters in 
France, all the men of literature, 
all the artifts who had furvived the 
ftorms of the revolution, and ¢. 
{caped the fury of the jacobin Van- 
dals, were prefent. Fifteen hun- 
dred {peétators, aflembled in that 
fine hall of the Louvre, known b 
the name of the hall of antiques, of 
which the architeéture is not infe- 
rior to the temples of antiquity, and 
which is decorated with the ftatues 
of the ilhuftrious men of France, 
formed altogether a fpectacle warthy 
of a great nation, rifing from amidit 
its ruins with asmuch pomp and ma- 
jefty as if it had felt no calamities, 
The prefident of the executive 
directory made a fpeech of infta}- 
lation, in which he declared, that 
it was the ftedfaft purpofe of the 
government to revive the drooping 
arts, and to fhield them, and liber- 
ty, from all the attacks of ferocious 
anarchy. ‘This harangue was re- 
ceived with the loudeft acclama- 
tions. Every heart fwelled with 
emotion, every eye melted with 
tears, at the fad recollection of the 
vaft, combined with the foothing 
ont of the prefent. Dufaulx, the 
prefident of the national inftitution, 
replied, that every member of that 
fociety felt the moft ardent defire 
to concur towards the profperity of 
the republican government, and 
would aim, in giving luftre to their 
own names, to give luftre to their 
country: that the republic of let- 
ters exifted before the other, — that 
its {pirit could be neither enfeebled 
por fubdued, — and that, amidit 
thofe whom it animated, the love 
of glory would be ever the fupport 
of liberty. This academy includes 
all the branches of natural and ex- 
perimental philofophy, and_ tlie 
belles lettres. Science and litera- 
ture 
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ture are again cultivated in France 
with enthufiaftic ardour, and will, 
we hope, under the aufpices of li- 
bertv, attain a higher degree of 
perfection, than they ever acquired 
beneath the voke of defpotitm. 
The commifioners of the execu- 
tive power who had been fentte the 
Mauritius, returned about the be- 
ginning of October with the report 
that the inhabitants of thote iflands 
not only refufed to fubmit to the 
decree of the convention paffed the 
fixteenth of Pluviofe, in the fecond 
vear of the republic, for the aboli- 
tion of negro flavery, and to admit 
the fifteenth article of the rights of 
man prefixed to the conftitution, de- 
claring, * that no man could fell him- 
Self, or be fold ; and that his perfon is 
mol an alienable property 2- but that 
they had for ibly feized on their 
rfons, and put them on board a 
veilel which had orders to tranfport 
them to the Philippine iflands; the 
veflel however, they added, inftead of 
following its de{tination, aftertouch- 
ing at Madagafcar for provifions, 
had brought them into Rochelle. 
The legiflature, without entering 
into the fubject of the report, re- 
ferred the examination of its con- 
tents to a committee. The planters 
mw the mean time had not delay ed 
to make known their fituation to 
their friends in Paris. who publicly 
difowned moft of the faéts ftated 
jn thre report, and demied thot the 
deliberations of the colonial atfem. 
bly were tainted with any princi- 
ples ol difolbe cience to the law. 
On the contrary, 1% was alleged 
that the planters, admitting the 
principle of the decree, which they 
did not confder as a pofitive low, 
had {ent it to a committee to pro- 
pore tuch reguiations in its execu. 
tion as fhould obviate the evils 
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diate adoption of the decre 
full extent, and which the 
perfuaded would neceff: 


© to ity 
CY Were 
. - UY brip 
on the ruin of thefe colonies, a¢ B 
had efteéted the deftruGion Of the 


Weft India iflands; an even; fo 
much the more to be deprecated 
by the mother-country, as it would 
inevitably throw thefe iflands jntg 
the poffeilion of the Eng] th, who 
having the fole dominion of the 
Indian feas, would have the meang 
of excluding France from any fy. 
ture intercourte with that part of 
the globe ; whiltt, by making a juft 
reprefentation of the actual ftate of 
the colonies to the legiflature, and 
obtaining fuch regulations as their 
fituation required, the decree might 
be eventually put into execution, 
confiftent with the profperity of 
the iflands, and be made even fyb. 
fervient to their improvement, 
The report of the dreadful cala. 
mities which had deftroyed nearly 
two-thirds of the population of St, 
Domingo, and which had convert. 
ed many parts of that fertile region 
into a defert, which had changed 
the defponding flave into the re- 
morfelefs tyrant, covered with blood 
and fpoils, inftead of the chains of 
his oppreffors ; all thefe internal 
evils, the mingled refult of colonial 
obduracy and jacobinical reforma- 
tion, aggravated by the diforders 
which that colony was futfering 
from the ravages of a foreign ene 
my, led the directory and the legif- 
lature to reflect, that although the 
fyitem of the entire abolition of 
negro flavery was founded on the 
principles of eternal juftice, the in- 
cautious application of thofe prin- 
ciples might, as experience had 
taught, become the fource of in- 
calculable mifchiefs. They there 
fore wifely fufpended all meatures 
refpecting the Mauritius, the aflem- 
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tes of which colonies foon after 
fent a formal juftificatory caged 
rial, denying fome parts i the ace 
cufation made againit them, and 
extenuating others. They repre- 
fented that though they fhould not 
attain at once the full eftablifhment 
of liberty, they fhould reach it f- 
nally without convulfions ; that for 
years palit the traffic of flaves had 
been forbidden; that two or three 
thoufand were annually fet at liber- 
ty; and that the refractory flaves, 
or thofe who were notorious for their 
immorality, were fent out of the 
colonies. They difplayed the de- 
ftructive tendency of an immediate 
application of the laws to their full 
extent; and concluded by dec laring 
their unalterable attachment to the 
republican form of government, and 
their determination of yielding obe- 
dience to its conftitution and laws. 

(O&ober 20th.) The directory 
foon after communicated to the 
council the report made to them 
by the commiffioners who4:ad been 
fent early in the fpring to St. Do- 
mingo, According to this report, 
the defolation which had over{pread 
this colony durirg five years of 
maflacre and anarchy, had now 
ceafed; the Africans, wo had re- 
newed their outraces from the ap- 
[seve that thev were about to 
e reduced to their former fiate o! 
fervitude, being undeceived, had 
returned to their ufoal occupations 
and labours; and they hoped, by 
the next difpatches, to fend the ac- 
ceptance of the conftitrtion which 
had been put in force at Cavenne, 
which colony they reprefented, 
from their correfponden: e, as have 
ing executed the decree for the en- 
tire abolition of flaverv. and as re- 
maining in a flate of caie and pro- 
iperity. 

The truth of this report was not 
only called in quefiion, but pofi- 
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tively denied. Some members of 
the council produced letters, and 
others offered to produce teftinon 
at the bar of the houfe,.that the 
boafted profperity of St. Domingo 
confifted in the total overthrow of 
the fortunes of the proprietors, 
Some of the emancipated negroes 
were clothed with the tupreme mi- 
litary command ; and others,.hav- 
ing taken poflefion of the moft 
wealthy plantations, expended the 
produce in luxutious fettivals, at 
which the commiflioners themfelves 
were guefts; and the tyranny which 
was heretofore exercifed by the 
planter, was now more inhumanly 
exerciied by the liave. That libe rty 
which was their undoubted right, 
and which, if properly admini{ter- 
ed, would have been as beneficial 
as it was juft, had become the bane 
and deftruétion | oth of the planter 
and the African. The former, who, 
by an obftinate and i: ercilefs per- 
feverance in oppreiiion, had op- 
pofed and countera¢ted, from the 
beginning of the revolution, every 
beneficent attempt of the lecifla- 
ture to ameliorate the condition of 
the unfortunate flave, was now 
crufhed by ths doubie league 
againft him; whilft the African, 
ignorant of what conftituved real 
liberty, and fet lor fe at once from 
all reitraint, feir a favage thirft for 
rveance, which heexercile | with- 
ontroul, 

‘thona» was the author of the 
liber:.cs of the negroes, and be- 
came, woe ns afure, the dire¢tor 
of their political opinions. In the 
return made of deputies to the !e- 
giflature by the eleétoral aflemblies 
of St. Domingo, were found the 
names of thoit who, both in the 
colonies and in France, had been 
the agents or the abettors of the 
fyitem o: terror. Theie elections, 
as foon as the return was made, 
were 
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were declared to be illegal, fince 
the conftitutiog did not permit the 
colonies to exercife this right till 
after a certain period. 
The doubts seme chee ee) ex- 
effled refpecting the flourifhin 
fate of Se Domingo were cleare 
up, foon after, by the arrival of 
hater accounts containing informa- 
tion of freth calamities and dif- 
orders. The negroes had revalt- 
ed, not againft their mafters as 
heretofore, but againft the autho- 
rity of government, had maflacred 
heir chief, and joined the enemy. 
he conftitutional gift of fudden 
and unlimited liberty had excited, 
jn men ftupified by long oppref- 
fion, no gratitude or emulation. 
On the contrary, they became idle 
and mutinous; and Santhonax, who 
had been their friend and proteg- 
tor, was compelled, pn account of 
their rebellion, to ifue a praclama- 
tion (20th of Auguft), declaring the 
northern part of St. Domingo in 
danger, and taking ftrong revoluti- 
onary meafures to reduce the rebels. 
The colony was now divided 
into three parts; of the firft, the 
Englith had gained poffeffion; the 
fouthern part was jn poffeffion of 
the infurgents, who had declared 
themfelves independent of the com- 
miflion and the republic; and the 
remainder, comprehending the Port 
de Paix, the Gonaives, and their 
dependencies, were ftill under the 
government of the commiilioners, 
who had fucceeded in reducing the 
revolted negroes in that quarter; 
but the whole of the colony was ip 
a ftate of diforder and defolation, 
which required the fpeedy inter- 
pofition of a wife and powerful 
adminiftration, in order to prevent 
the total deftruction of this fettle- 
ment, which had been one of the 
principal fources of the wealth of 
France, and which precipitate hy- 


manity, midtaking the means 
the end, and avaricious crye¢ 
oppofing every alleviation of }," 
man milery, had nearly fuc 

in bringing to utter ruin. 

As t ‘eft India iflands haye 
been thus cafually brought under 
our confideration, and as fo p 
an opportunity may nat again oc. 
cur of explaining their tituation 
with refpeé&t to Great Britain, we 
fhall, in contraft to the French re. 
eens ftate a few facts, which we 

ave learned from good authority 
on the other fide, 

The. expedition to St. Domingo 
on the part of the Englith was ori. 
ginally planned by fome emigrants 
who had a feading intereft in Jere. 
mie and the Grand Cul de Sac, A 
{mall party under coloyel Whit. 
lock was difpatched with orders 
not to attempt a landing in cafe of 
any appearance of refiftance. The 
landing was, however, effected with 
out refiftance, in the month of Oc. 
tober 1793, as we related in a for. 
mer volume. Notwithftanding this 
flattering appearance, men of ex- 
perience and judgment have enter 
tained great doubts, whether theis 
landing there at all was a wife of 
politic meafure. When the im 
menfe extent of the ifland is taker 
jutq confideration, and the entire 
extirpatipn of the colonial fyftem 
of government by the decree for 
the emancipation of the negroes, 
the difficulty of the enterprize 
fuch, that fcarcely any man of cool 
judgment and of local experience 
would be difpofed to approve of it. 
That the European powers could 
be indifferent with refpect to the 
fuccefs of Great Britain in fich aq 
undertaking, was fcarcely to be ima 
gined. That Spain could fee with 
frigid apathy the Englith in potlee 
fion of both fides of the beft chan- 
nel to their important territory A 
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of Mexico, or that, con- 
the marked jealoufy with 
which they have ever regarded the 
occupancy of Jamaica by this rival 
nation, they could concur in re- 
ing to its power the {till more 
i nt and formidable ifland of 
$, Domingo, is hardly to be fup- 
fed; and there is great reafon to 
Polieve that the alliance which af- 
terwards took place between Spain 
and France was “agg, 2 xigorme 
by this circumftance. e ceffion 
of the moiety of St. Domingo to 
the latter power was certainly the 
effe& of this jealoufy ; fince, either 
asa commercial or naval power, the 
blic of France was lefs formi- 
dable to the Spaniards than Great 
Britain. 

Elated by falfe hopes, and actu- 
ated by at leaft miftaken principles, 
the Britifh troops had no fooner 
obtained a firm footing at Jeremie, 
than the commanders entered into 
negotiations with men of all par- 
ties, and pledged themfel ves to trea- 
ties with individuals, impracticable 
to be maintained. In the mean 
fime the little army, which con- 
fified of only soo men, was di- 
— in {mall parties over the 
urface of the ifland, with little re- 
gad to military pofition. » Thus 
unable to afford protection to their 
friends, or to act offenfively againtt 
the enemy, the Englifh troops be- 
came alike objects of diftruft and 
hatred to both. 

_ Aftera confiderable tapfe of time, 
i which nothing material was ef- 
fected, a retnforcement arrived un- 
der brigadier-general White; and 
many officers expected that an at- 
tack upon the Bape was in con- 


templation; and, indeed, fituated 
as the troops then were, it was 
oy the moft advifeable mea- 
ure; but the conmmanders were di- 
verted from this by a diferent pro- 
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ject. Some of the veffels cruifing 

on the ftation had looked into the 

different ports ; and the only con- 
fiderable prizes that were to be 
found; were obferved at Port-au- 
Prince. Iu the hope of encouraging 
the men therefore by the booty, or 
from fome other motive, the attack 
was directed againft this part. The 
prizes were, indeed, fecured; butan 
unfortunate and difgraceful quarref 
took place refpecting the divifion of 
the fpoil, which greatly impeded and 
injured the fervice. 

A long period of inaétivity en- 
fued, duging which the Englffh 
confined their efforts entirely to 2 
defenfive fyftem; the reinforce- 
ments which arrived from England 
having never fupplied the lofs of 
men tn confequence of the fatal 
mortality that prevailed. From the 
month of O&ober 1793, when they 
firft landed in the ifland, to the 
month of March following, the 
lofs in the feveral engagements, or 
rather fkirmifhes, did not exceed 
100; but the victims of difeafe 
were upwards of 6,000, including 
130 officers. Thus reduced in 
ftrength, and with no frefi re- 
fources, the chief dependance was 
placed upon the emigrants; but 
fuch was the bad faith of the ma- 
jority of thefe, that government 
was obliged to bribe high their 
own profeiled friends, to induce 
them to continue fuch. Thus the 
expence of treafure was enormous, 
and the aunual mortality was at 
leaft equal to the annual importa- 
tion of troops; in other words, the 
deaths were always equal to the 
arrivals: thus the pretended friends 
of the Britifh government were 
more an object of terror and fufpi- 
cion than the enemy who attacked 
them; and thus the Britifh nava} 
force was conftantly employed to 
keep their own flations in — 
R 
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In this fate of affairs the unfuc- 
cefsful attempt was made on Leo- 
gance, which was noticed in our 
laft volume.. In this expedition it 
appeared the Englith commanders 
had been grofsly deveived with re- 
fpect to the numbers of the enemy, 
which proved to be at leat double 
what they had expected. 

The next expedition that was 
undertaken was againft Bombard ; 
the motive to which was to fupply 
the Mole with provifions. The re- 
duétion of this place coft an im- 
menie number of men; and, in- 
ftead of being able to fupply the 
Mole, it was found neceflary to 
fupply it from thence, at infinite 
expence, with infinite danger. That 
the Britifh troops fhould be per- 
mitted to retain theTew pofts they 
had in their pofleflion, and yet be 
utterly difabled from undertaking 
anv offenfive operation, is a fingv- 
lar fituation in military hiftory, and 
can only be accounted for from 
confidering the nature of the ene- 
my with whom they have to con- 
tend, and his probable objects and 
views. To comprehend thefe, it 
will be neceflary to recollect the 
contefts which firft agitated the 
Vand, and the actors and parties 
in thefe contefts. We have feen 
that the oppreffion and defpotic 
conduét and principles of the white 
inhabitants firft roufed the people 
of colour to refiftance. That refift- 
ance, however, was barbarous, was 
terrible. No fituation can be con- 
ceived more dangerous than that of 
a nation which is divided into two 
diftinet cafts or claffes, with an in- 
furmountable bar to union or amity 
between them; and the danger is 
proportionably increated, when the 
deprefled party confiderably out- 
numbers its oppreffors. When that 
force which has held them in obe- 
dicnce, whether it refult from opi- 
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nion, or from the advantage of difcj. 
pline, is removed, a flocking {cene 
will inevitably enfue; and the 
wrongs of ages will be avcnged ig 
one defperate moment. Such wat 
the confliét between the People of 
colour and the white colonifts of St. 
Domingo; the latter were extirpated 
or expelled; and the whole power 
of the ifland confequently vefted 
in the mulattoes, the negroes, and 
the lower clailes of the French inha. 
bitants, It is now near five years 
fince this change has been effeéted, 
The fovereign authority, as we have 
juft obferved, has fallen into the 
hands of fome of the people of 
colour; the negroes who had beeg 
flaves, have been, for the great. 
er part of that period, emanci- 
pated from their chains, and the 
majority of them trained to arms, 
If, then, we confider their numbers, 
the nature of the country, which is 
fertile in refources, and full of de- 
files, is it confiftent with any de- 
gree of probability to expect that 
they will remain long fubjeét to the 
controul of any European power? 
The foil fupplies them, with little 
exertion, with every neceflary; their 


luxuries they receive from America ; 


in exchange for their fuperfluous 
produce. Thefe confiderations will 
probably enable us to account for 
their averfion to hoftile operations 
in this war. They are equally fu- 
fpicious of the Englifh and of the 
French; and they will only afhift 
either party as far as it may be ne- 
ceflary to keep at bay the other. 
Great Britain and France may ex- 
hauft themfelves in vain and inel- 
ficient contefts in this fatal {pot: to 
whatever party victory may incline, 
the Brigands (asthey are termed) will 
ultimately remain mafters of the field. 
Thus they have remained con- 
tented with poffefiing the whole of 
the interior, without wafting their 
jorce 
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fggce on the few pofts which the 
Englith have occu pied on the c oat. 
They may indeed regard it as a 
circumifance favourable to they 
views, that there 1s a Britiih force 
upon the iland, which ferves to 
occupy and amufe their more for- 
midable enemies, the French go- 
verament. On the other hand the 
French are too weak, without the 
affiftance of the Brigands, to dif- 
lodge the Englith ; and if they did, 
they woold only have a more ob- 
finate and defperate warfare to 
maintain. In a word, it is the de- 
cided opinion of the be tt and moft 
competent judges, tat ail the pow- 
ers of Europe combined could not 
now frufivate the views of the peo- 
ple of colour there; and that a few 
years will prefent us with the new 
and perhaps formidable phenome- 
non of a black republic, conflituted 
in the nobleit ifland of the weftern 
ocean, in alhance with America, 
and only conne éted with that con- 
tinent. 

On the fubje& of the other iflands 
we have little to add, except a fuller 
ftatement than we were able to give 
in our laf{ volume, of the nature, 
origin, and confequences of the re- 
volt in Grenada. 

From various circumftances, the 
pofleflion of Grenada by the Englith 
might be confidered as lefs precari- 
ous than that of St. Lucia and fome 
other iflands, fince it had been many 
Vears under the government of ¢ ireat 
Britain : and the hoghfh fettlers were 
humerous and opulent. It wili be 
recolieéted by moft perfons who are 
Converfant in the hiftory of their 
own times, that this ifland fubniit- 
ted to the Britith arms jn 1762, and 
was ceded to that government by 
the peace, which was concluded in 
mg lucceeding year. By an exprefs 
“ipulation, the idhabitants who 
“sore to remain in the ifland, be- 
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came invefted with all. the privi- 
leges of Britifh fubje&s on taking 
the oath of allegiance, or were al. 
lowed to depart with their pro- 
perty within a limitcd time. “The 
greater part of them, however, re~ 
mained; they were indulged alfo 
in the free exercife of their reli. 
gion; and, in 1768, thefe privi. 
leges were confirmed, and the Bri- 
tifh conttitution eftablifhed in Gre. 
nada, Of all defcriptions of men, 
we have often had occafion to re- 
mark, the mott unfit to be invefted 
with any degree of power and au- 
thority, are merchants and planters, 
As their education is necedlarily 
narrow and confined, their preju- 
dices are great and many; {clfith, 
encroaching, jealous, and implaca- 
ble, they naturally form into fac 
tions; and the worft and moft ins 
tolerant of all faétions is a mer- 
cantile faétion. The treatin ent 
which the adopted fubjecis expe- 
nienced from the Kritifh iettlers, was 
in every refpect illiberal and revolt- 
Ing; the latter were gene rally abetied 
in all their meafures of opprefiion 
by the Britifh governors and com. 
manders, and particularly by thofe 
appointed fince the unfortunate ac- 
ceflion to office of Mr. Pitt. The 
adopted fubje@s, that is, all thofe 
who were of French detcent, were, 
according to the account of an 
Englifh planter who has publifled 
a very candid narrative of the in- 
furrection, * completely divefted of 
all political rights as Britifh tub- 
jects; their churches and glebe 
lands, of which they had heid the 
undifturbed poffeflion for upwards 
of twenty years under the Bijtith 
government, were taken forcibly 
from them.” Every harfh and ir- 
ritating meafure that could be 
adopted, was put in force aga nit 
them; and, long previous to the 
infurrection, they had lived in a 
fiate 
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ftate of utter feclufion from the 
Britith colonifts. 

Thus circumftanced, we cannot 
wonder that the minds of thefe 
“tren, who were the ancient inha- 
bitants, and the moft refpectable 
of the colony; wére prepared for 
a revolt, which to therm appeared 
no more than the reclaiming of their 
legal privileges, and a juft refiftance 
to the rude hand of mercantile ty- 
ranny. On the night of the 2d 
of March 1795, therefore, the dif- 
atfe&ed party, chiefly confifting of 
the old French inhabitants, and the 
people of colour, commenced their 
operations in two divifions: that on 
the eaft fide of the itland feized and 

lundered the town of Grenville ; 
m the conteft eleven of the Englifh 
inhabitant$ fell by the fwords of 
the natives and nmilattoes ; and, at 
break of day, the victorious party 
repaired to their pre-concerted place 
ef teadiiiessie at Belvidere, a coffe * 
eftate in the occupation of a mu- 
latto planter of the name of Fedon, 
which was fituated nearly in the 
¢entre of the ifland: the other par- 
ty feized Gougave in the fame man- 
her, but appear to have acted upon 
better and more humane pfinciples; 
for they put not a fingle man to 
death, and contented themfelves 
with making prifoners of the Eng- 
hth inhabitants. In the morning 
they were joined by feveral of the 
moit independant of the adopted 
fubjects ; and, in the courfe of the 
day, the lieutenant-governor; Mr. 
Home, and fome ot the principal 
inhabitants, who attempted to come 
round from La Fortune to Fort 
George in a {mall floop, were pur- 
fued by a party of mulattoes in a 
canoe, and captured. 

By the ill-concerted and vifion- 
ary expeditions againft the French 
iflands, the garrifon in Fort George 
had been reduced to 200 effective 





men; and in that fpirit of athe 
confidence which has uniform! 
characterized Mr. Pitt’s admini 
ftration; the fortifications, which 
had coft the government at leag 
300,0001. had been fuffeted to go 
toruin. It was not till the sth of 
March that a finalt detachment of 
go militia and 40 regulars could 
be muftered for the purpofe of at. 
tacking the rebel camp at Belyj. 
dere; and a fmall party was dj. 
fpatched at the fame time to Greg. 
ville. After many difafters and de. 
lays, the two parties were enabled 
to form a junétion at Gouvyave 
on the 8th; but they were foon 
obtiged to retreat, and totally to 
evacuate that place. In this de. 
{perate fituation, the prefident of the 
council publifhed a proclamation, 
offering a reward of sol. to “ any 
perfon who fhould bring in any of 
the inforgents dead or alive,” —2 
proclamation Calculated not only 
to authorize, but to tempt men to 
murder and perjury; and this im- 
prudent proclamation, to gine it 
no worfe a name, was carried into 
effect the vety day it was iffued: 
for a difpute Having arifen between 
two negroes, it is uncertain on what 
fubjeét, one of them accufed thé 
other of having been at the rebel 
camp; and without further invefti- 
gation the unfortunate man was 
hanged in lefs than two hours after 
the accufation was preferfed, and 
the informer received the reward. 
This, it is remarked, was “ the firtt 
blood which was coolly and deli- 
berately fed” in this unfortunate 
conteft; feveral others were after- 
wards put to death in a fimilat 
mannér, though the revolters, the 
very day after the infurrection, 

fent a flag, declaring, that * if any 
injury fhould be offered to theif 
friends or rélations, they would re 
taliate on their prifoners.” On 
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Gnthe 12th, general Lindfay ar- 
bived from Martinico; on the 14th 
he was joined by a {mall reinforce- 
ment of 1g0 men from Martinico ; 
and, on the following day, marched 
with his whole force, about 750 
inen, for Gouyave. In the mean 
time the infurgents had received 
tonfiderable acceffions of force, 
and Fedon affumed the command 
undet colour of a commiffion from 
vitor Hugues. Before the Britifh 

efal, however, was enabled to 
take any effective meafures for dif- 
lodging them from their ftrong 

at Belvidere, he put an end to 
fi own exiftence on the 22d of 
March; according to fome, in the 
delirium of a fever, occafioned by 
theinclemency of the climate; and, 
according to others, in diftrefs of 
mind at the calamitous fituation in 
which he was placed. 

The cruelty and impridence of 
the Englith coloniits now feem to 
have impelled the infurgents to put 
in force their threats of retaliation. 
AM. Alexandre, anative of France, 
who had never taken the oath of al- 
legiance to the Britith government, 
had been fent by the infurgents to 
Trinidada to purchafe ftores, &c. 
but was taken in his paflage by the 
Refource frigate; and was tried 
and executed, with many circum- 
flances of cruclty, on the parade 
at St. George’s. The immediate 
os a of this intemperate 
a& of aimott favage vengeance, 
was, that the Britifli pritoners 
were fliot by the rebels on the 
fixth day after the execution of M. 
Alexandre, 

On the 2d of April a detach- 
ment from Barbadoes of 1250 wére 
linded at Gouyave; and, on the 
Se of the fame month, the in 
‘Urvents received a lupply of arms 
and ammunition by a fchooner 
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rebel camp at Belvidere was attack- 
ed by the Britith, who, however, 
were forced to retreat with the lof 
of upwards of 100 men in killed and 
wounded. On the 14th, brigadier- 
general Nichols was fent from Mar- 
tinico toaffume the command, whichi 
he did on the 16th. He immediately 
proceeded to vitit the camp before 
Belvidere; and perceiving that the 
fituation was not favourable to his 
views, he withdrew the troops, and 
determined to drive the enemy from 
Pilot Hill, where they were pofted 
in confiderable force. _ 

An engagement took place on 
the 22d between a party of the 
Britifh pofted at the obfervatory 
under major Wright; and the in- 
furgents, in which the latter were 
put to flight. In the mean time 
the general was adopting the only 
mode that could be adopted to fave 
the ifland, that of embodving the 
moft faithtul and able negroes. Ou 
the 26th the camp at Belvidere was 
evacuated; and Pilot Hill was taken 
poffeffion of on the 4th of, May; the 
enemy having abandoned it in the 
courfe of the night, on obferving 
the preparations made for the at- 
tack. From the inadequate force, 
however, under his command, and 
the ravages of the fever, general 
Nichols was obliged to remain in- 
afive for the remainder of the 
year; and, as the intfurgents were 
either not itrone or wot enter- 
prifing, nothing occurred but a few 
ikirmithes of no importance. The 
general, however, fucceeded in efta- 
blifhing pofts at Grenville, St, Pa- 
trick’s, St. David's, and Charlotte 
Town; and, by this arrangement, 
tle principal harbours were iccuredy 
and the infurgents precluded from 
4 communication with the fea. 
ln this diitraéted ftate the ifland 
continued, to the utter raja of che 
planters; while, in the month of 
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June, they had the mortification to 
fee the reinforcements from Eng- 
land, which might have afforded 
them immediate relief, abfurdly 
thrown away on the vifionary pro- 
jet of conquering St. Domingo. 
Gerferal Vaughan himfelf is faid to 
have lamented the ftate of the ifland 
at this crifis, and to have enter- 
tained not the moft favourable opi- 
nion of the wifdom of minifters. 

In the beginning of the year 
296, general Nichols was enabled 

to refume active operations; and 
having received fome reinforce- 
ments, he attacked the French at 
Port Royal in the beginning of 
March, ouce without fuccefs, and 
with confiderable lofs; but, in a 
fecond and more defperate attempt, 
he carried their works by ftorm. 
The flaughter muft have been great 
and horrible, as only fix prifoners 
were taken. The lofs of the Britith 
was trifling. After this fignal de- 
feat, the infurgents were every 
where routed and compelled to fub- 
mit; and the ifland has fince en. 
ovyed a tolerable ftate of tranquil- 
lity. Of the fate of Fedon, nothing 
has been with certainty Known: it 
‘was long rumoured that he ftill re- 
wwained in the woods at the head 
of a fmall party ; but it ts moft pro- 
bable that he fell a viétim to the 
inclemency of the climate, and the 
miferable itate to which, as a fugi- 
tive, he was expofed. 

The other perfons who were ef- 
teemed principals in the infurrec- 
tion, voluntarily furrendered them- 
felves, alter the redudtion of the 
ifland, to general Nichols, who im- 
mediately fent them to be tried by 
the civil power. On the 2oth of 


June, fifty of thefe unfortunate per- 
fons were put to the bar; and the 
whole fifty, upon the identitication 
of their perfons, were immediately 
sondemarcd. On the 1ii of July 
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fourteen were executed on the ng. 
rade, in the town of St. Geores. 
We ee were refpited. 
. y hope that juflice was 
properly tempered with mercy jy 
thefe proceedings, fince there is no, 
thing which fo difhonours even the 
faireft caufe as a fanguinary fpirit, 

Fhe reduétion of the ifland of 
St. Lucia under the Britith govern. 
ment was effected in the month of 
May by the troops under general 
Abercrombie, but not without cop. 
fiderable refiftance on the part of 
the French and infurgents. Gene. 
ral Abercrombie, in the beginning 
of May, made a “>rmal attack op 
the Morne Fortuné; but, from fe 
veral tintoward circumftances, the 
plan failed in tue execution, and 
the troops retirea to their former 
pofition. in’ his next attack, how. 
ever, he was more fuccefsful; for, 
on the 24th of the fame month, 
early in the morning, he was fo 
fortunate as to lodge a confiderable 
body of forces within five hundred 
yards of the fort, which he affailed 
with fpirit and vigour. Upon the 
evening of that day, the French 
defired a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
till the next day at, noon; in the 
rhean time a capitulation was agreed 
on for the whole ifland; and, onthe 
26th, the garrifon, to the amount 
of 2,000 men, furrendered prifon- 
ers of war. 

The fate of St. Vincent’s, as we 
intimated in our preceding volume, 
depended greatly upon that of St 
Lucia; and, as the opponents to 
the Britifh arms were chiefly a 
horde of undifciplined favages, they 
became an eafy conqueft, and were 
prefently fubdued. 

In our laft volume we gave a fhort 
fketch of the infurreétion of the Ma-* 
roonsin Jamaica, colleéted from the 
only fource of information wht 
then lay open tous, thede bates whi 
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lace in the Britifh par- 
bed aken As thofe debates “pag: | 

n the authority of a pri- 
reg at we then intimated our 
doubts with refpect to the accuracy 
of the ftatement, which we expected 
further information would enable 
ys to correct. That information 
has fince been both amply and ably 
laid before the public by Mr. Bryan 
Edwards, the laborious and well- 
informed author of the Hiftory of 
the Weft Indies. By the ftatement of 
this gentleman, it appears, from the 
treaty concluded in 1738 by gover- 
nor Trelawney with the Maroons, 
that, contrary to the hafty aiffertions 
of fome members in the houfe of 
commons, the Maroons were, for 
every offence againft the white in- 
habitants, to be delivered up to the 
common courfe of juftice in the 
iland,—that thefe people exifted in 
the moft depraved ftate of barbarifm, 
—andthatin the month ofJuly1795, 
two Maroons having committed a 
felony were apprehended, tried by a 
jury at Montego Bay, and fentenc- 
ed, according to law, to be whipped; 
which fentence was inflicted in the 
ufval manner by the black overfeer 
of the workhoufe negroes, whofe 
office it is to infli€t punifhment on 
fuch occafions. 

On the return of the offenders to 
Trelawney town, the principal Ma- 
roon fettlement, the whole body of 
Maroons aflembled; and after fome 
tumultuous debates, they determin- 
ed to fend a written defiance to the 
magiftrates of Montego Bay, adding 
that they intended toattack the town 
on the 2oth of July. The militia af- 
fembled on the tgth; but the parties 
Were prevented from proceeding to 
extremities by the Maroons defiring 
4 conference with the magiftrates, 
in the courfe of which the matters 
In diff ute were fettled to the appa- 
rent fatisfaction of all concerned. 


Mr, Edwards, however, afferts that 
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the Maroons, in defiring this confe. 
rence, were actuated folely by mo- 
tives of treachery; that they knew 
that the principal part of the regular 
force on the ifland was to fail on the 
26th for St. Domingo; and that the 
immediately began to tamper with 
the negro flaves, and to feduce them 
from their allegiance. Serioufly and 
juftly alarmed at this information, 
as the fleet had already failed, lord 
Balcarras loft no time in difpatchin 
after it a fwift failing veffel, which 
was fortunate enough to overtake 
it on the 2d of Auguft; and on the 
4th, one thoufand men under col. 
Fitch difembarked from the tranf- 
ports in Montego Bay. 

The war now formally commence 
ed, though it appears that there was 
a confiderable party among the Ma- 
roons themfelves averfe to hoftility. 
On the 12th of Auguft, on the ap- 

roach of the Britifh troops, the 

Iaroons withdrew from the new 
town: but they employed this man- 
ceuvre merely as a feint, to draw 
their opponents into an ambufcade, 
where the conflict proved fatal to 
the Britifh commander, col. Sand- 
ford, and a confiderable number of 
his party. After this affair, the Ma- 
roons eftabliflied their head-quar- 
ters at a poft which was almoft 
inacceflible, called the Cockpits, 
whence at different times they di- 
{patched {mall parties, who con- 
duéted this defultory warfare with 
the ufual cruelty of barbarians. Col. 
Fitch, who fucceeded col. Sandford 
in the command, followed him like- 
wife in his fate, and fell a facrifice 
to this wily and active enemy in an 
ambufcade. 

The general affembly was con- 
vened in September; and in fuch 
circumftances it was natural to re- 
cur to paft experience for a prece- 
dent to govern their conduct. It was 
found that in the long and bloody 
war which had been carried on 
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previous to the treaty of 1738, a 
certain fpecies of dogs had been 
employed, to difcover the conceal- 
ment of the Maroons, and to pre- 
vent the fatal effeéts refulting trom 
their ambufcades. By aefolution 
therefore of the affembly, an order 
was fent to Cuba to procure a hun- 
dred dogs, accompanied witha pro- 
per number of Spanith chaieurs : 
but in the mean time fuch meafures 
were purfued as promifed to render 
their affiftance unneceflary.— By the 
indefatigable zeal and activity of 
cen. Walpole, who fucceeded col. 
Fitch in the command, the Maroons 
were completely hemmed in, and 
the paffes to other parts of the coun- 
try were effectually fecured. From 
the want of a fupply of water, and 
the terror which the rumours, pro- 
pagated concerning the dogs, had 
infpired, the Maroons were there- 
fore induced to conclude a treaty ; 
which, however, they did not per- 
form; and many endeavours were 
in vain ufed to prevail on them to 
{urrender according to the terms of 
that treaty. But, on A confiderable 
body of regulars, accompanied by 
the Spanith dogs, being fent into 
the woods to attack the Maroons, 


the greater part of them laid 
their arms, and foon after the 
mainder alto furrendered; and they, 
with their wives and families ean 
removed, in the month of rend 
following, to Lower Canada, where 
lands are provided for them by the 
legiflature of Jamaica, and where 
they are to forma free, and, we ho 
a flourifhing fettlement. a 
Mr. Edwards ftates, “ that not 
drop of blood was fhed after the 
dogs arrived.” We are happy to 
be enabled, on fuch good authori. 
tv, to correét the haity tketch of 
thefe proceedings, which we gave 
in our laft volume, from the de. 
bates in parliament, and which, on 
a review, we Rnd, were not even 
accurately ftated from thofe debates: 
and conclufions were drawn there. 
in, which the debates do not war. 
rant. We had no intention to ca. 
lumniate the conduct of the go- 
vernment of Jamaica, or to afperie 
the character of the noble and re. 
{pectable governor who adminifters 
it; and we lament that our defire 
to furnifh the public with the ear- 
lieft intelligence on the fubjed, 
fhould have betrayed us into the 
errors we have now pointed out, 
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jeaft inconvenience from the war. 
Various had been the plans of an- 
novance againft that country pro- 
“Ged by the French; but all had 
hitherto been delayed, or fet afide 
as inadequate or impracticable, till 
it was fuggefted that the mott ef- 
feétual mode of oppofing England 
with advantage, fince the French 
could not themfelves from the in- 
fetiority of their naval force injure 
her commerce, Was to fhut out her 
manufactures trom every port in 
Europe. “Che proclamation iffued 
by the Englifh minifter, permitting 
the exportation of goods to the Ne- 
therlands and the United Provinces, 
ted the Dutch convention to iffue 
acounter-proclamation, forbidding, 
under fevere penalties, the entry of 
fuch goods into the Dutch repub- 
lic, and calling on their country- 
men, by every principle of honour, 
as well as eventual intereft, to abf- 
tain from this commerce. They 
obferved, in their report, that the 
precarious benefit offered them was 
the fruit of the perfidy and rapine 
which the Englifh government had 
exercifed towards them; that this 
lat infult ought to be repelled with 
indignation, as compliance with it 
would only be favouring the de- 
figns of the enemy, fince the only 
motive the Englifh government 
could have for this aét of apparent- 
ly relaxed hoftility, was that of 
feeking to exhauft Holland of its 
ready money to fatisfy its own ne- 
ceflities, and thereby facilitate the 
means of continuing the war. 

The Dutch government impart- 
ed their refolution to the directory, 
requiring them to adopt the fame 
mode with refpect to France, which, 
with their advice, they had adopted 
in Holland, ‘Though the law made 
m the beginning of the reign of 
terror, forbidding the importation 
ef Englifh manufatures. flood un- 
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repealed, it had been for fome time 
altogether unheeded; the French 
having found certain advantages in 
the clandettine commerce carried 
on with England. They were alfo 
unwilling to check privateering, 
by means of which they furnifhed 
themfelves with colonial produc- 
tions at a cheap rate; and they were 
therefore tardy in fubmitting them- 
felves to the obligation they had 
in fome meafure impofed on the 
Dutch; nor was it until the Dutch 
government threatened to repeal 
their prohibitory decree, that the 
directory fent a meffage to the 
council, requefting their confidera- 
tion of the, propofitions laid before 
them on that fubjett. Thefe pro- 
pofitions included not only the pro- 
hibition of any future importation 
of Englifh goods, but extended it 
to thofe already imported into the 
republic, enjoining the owners to 
make a renort of what ftock they 
held, and to re-export it. Several 
compulfory refolutions were pro- 
pofed, on the 22d of October, to 
enforce this meafure, fuch as domi- 
ciliary vifits and feizures; and the 
earneftnefs with which the govern- 
ment urged the council to pafs the 
law, by repeated meffages on the 
danger of delav, feemed to indicate 
that the fanétion of the legiflature 
was a point of the laft importance. 
Some of the propofitions were 
warmly oppofed, fuch as that of 
feizing goods already imported, on 
the {core of the immorality of vio- 
lating the property of individuals 
by an ex-poft-faéto law; and alfo 
that of an infringement of the con- 
ftirntion in violating the fafety of 
perfons in the permiffion of domi. 
ciliary viGts. But as all parties con- 
curred in the principle of the de. 
cree, which was that of injuring, 
in the moft effential manner, the 
commerce, and diminifhing the re- 
R 3 yonues 
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venues of England, it paffed by a 
confiderable majority. 

This new fyftem of hoftilities 
was carried into execution through- 
out the greater part of Europe, 
The Englifh manufactures found 
no entrance into any port from the 
Elbe to the Adriatic, fave thofe 
of Portugal. Spain, by the declara- 
tion of war, had entered partly into 
the plan ; and, on the fugeftion of 
the French, was prepared to fol- 
low their fteps. Genoa, after re- 
peated ftruggles to keep her neu- 
trality refpected, placed unfortu- 
natcly between three great powers, 
thofe of England, Auftria, and 
France, and her territory violated 
fucceflively by each, was com- 
pelled to yield to the urgent re- 
monftrances of the French repub- 
lic, and by a formal treaty (on 
October gth) agreed to fhut up 
her ports againft the Englifh. Leg- 
horn was in poffeffion of the re- 
publican troops, as we have already 
related; and the Englifh found 
themfelves confined in the Medi- 
terranean to the poffeflion of the 
Ifland of Elbe, before Leghorn, to 
which they retreated when expelled 
from that city. Their Italian al- 
li¢s, the pope and the king of 
Naples, were, by the conditions of 
the armiftice with the French re- 
publc, circumfcribed in their 
means of affording affiftance. Cor- 
fica was alfo at this period (1th 
of October) evacuated by the 
Englith, who, having taken pof- 
{feflion of it ata time when the ty- 
ranny of the jacobins had fubje@- 
ed France, had found the lefs re- 
fiftance in re-c'ablifhing the forms 
of mogarchical government. While 
Spain and Italy remained faithful 
to the coalition, and the French 
were menaced in their ports by the 
ficets of thefe combined powers 
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Corfica fubmitted to the Britit 
crown, not having at that period 
the choice of an alternative. By 
when thefe powers were either ney. 
traliied by the fuccefs of the French 
armies in Italy, or become hoftile 
to their former allies by formin 
new combinations with the French, 
whom they had joined to extir. 
pate,—the Corficans, whofe love of 
independence had already been the 
favourite theme of noets and hifto. 
rians, once more felt and cherithed 
the generous flame. 

For foine time the deliverance 
of Corfica had been in contempla- 
tion; nor could the vigilance of 
the viceroy hinder fuch commv. 
nications, or his authority fopprefy 
fuch tendencies to infurreétion, as 
were fufficient to mark the difpo. 
fitions of his newly-acquired {ub 
jeéts. While the French were 
forming plans, the execution of 
which was checked by the fuperio. 
rity of the Englith naval force, the 
Corficans were employed in find: 
ing means how to co-operate with 
their former countrymen, and fhake 
off their new allegiance. The vice- 
roy, who knew how to eftimate the 
alternately fubtle and ftubborn po- 
litics of thefe iflanders, did not 
wait the explofion, but gave notice 
that he was going to withdraw his 
troops, and along with them the 
kingly government he had come ta 
eftablifh. The Corficans fearcely 
waited the withdrawing of the 
Englifh troops, before they form- 
ed themfelves into primary aflem- 
blies to fend deputies to the com- 
miffioners in Italy, to diveit them- 
felves of their title of fubjeéts to 
the king of England, and “ fweag 
aliegiance to liberty,” as citizens of 
the French republic, 

The negotiation which during 
the fummer had been carrried o@ 

betweea 











a ~ e 


Se = 2 « ~~ -« oa _ + wm + 2 CS @ FH” a 


FOREIGN 


between the republic and Naples, 
and which had been purfued or in- 
terrupted by the latter power accord- 
ing to the di.advantages or victories 
af the republican troops In Italy, 
was brought fo a termination on the 
s<th Oftober, by a definitive treaty 
of peace. The politics of the Ne- 

litan cabinet were completely 
under the influence of that of Au- 


fria; and thofe who fuperintended | 


its operations had caufes of per- 
fonal enmity towards the French, 
which only belonged to the branch- 
es of that houfe. The interpofi- 
tion of Spain, and the poflibility 
that the French might fucceed in 
fixing their power in Italy, tem- 

that irritability which was 
ready to break out on every occa- 
fion, and which the refentments of 
avain and capricious queen, aided 
by the prefumption of a favourite 
rime minifter, had fometimes dur- 
ing the negotiation fo powerfully 
excited, that it was believed that 
the armiftice which had been con- 
cluded, would have ended in a re- 
newal of hoftilities. As little was 
to be expected from a continua- 
tion of,the war with Naples, and 
asthe mediation of Spain was con- 
fined to that part of Italy, the di- 
rectory entered ferioufly into a dif- 
cuflion of the terms on which peace 
fould be granted. The condi- 
tions of the treaty were fo mode- 
rate and fo little refembling thofe 
which had been granted to other 
gta that when they came to 
¢ examined by the legitlature, that 
body thought the dignity of the 
republic committed in granting to 
fo inconfiderable an enemy fuch 
terms as the moft. powerful could 
not have hoped to obtain. 
thelefs, as the treaty had been de- 
creed, and figned by the directory, 
(loth O&ober) and as it was ad- 
Yancing one ftep further towards 
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a general peace, it was ratified by 
the council of five hundred, and 
approved by that of the elders. 
No territory having been taken on 
either fide, and the hoftility of Na- 
ples having {carcely been felt by 
the French, there appeared no jutt 
caufe for large claims of compen- 
fation. France, by this peace, had 
one enemy lefs to contend with; 
and the fecret articles allowed in- 
demnifications and privileges which 
were deemed equal to any condi- 
tions that could have been alked, 
and which, trom the manner in 
which they were granted, were lefs 
revolting to the feelings of the Nea- 
politan government. 

The treaty with the duke of Par- 
ma, which had likewife been nego- 
tiated through the mediation of 
Spain, was foon after ratified in 
the ufual forms. The fame fuccefs 
did dot attend the negotiation with 
the pope. M. Pierracchi, who haa 
been fent as plenipotentiary from 
the holy fee to the French repub- 
lic, found the conditions propoted 
by ,the directory fo irrreconcilable 
with the maxims of the catholic 
church, that he refufed to come to 
any conclufion. It was, however, 
agreed that the negotiation thould 
be continued in Italy, nearer to the 
refidence of the pope, that his 
holinefs might himfeif determine 
what were the conditions to which 
he chofe to give his affent, and 
what were the facrifices of reli- 
gious opinion he fliould think it 
expedient to make. A _ congrefs 
was therefore appointed to be held 
at Florence, confitting ofthe trench 
commifioners belonging to the ar- 
my in Italy, on the part of the re- 
public, and of count Galeppi on 
that of the holy fee. The congrefs, 
which met on the rith of Sep- 
tember, was, however, of fllort du- 
ration; for the commiffioners pro- 
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duced a long lift of articles, and 
infifted, as an indifpenfable preli- 
minary, that they thould be ac- 
cepted or refufed altogether. The 
papal negotiator, not being prepar- 
ed to decide fo haftily on fo im- 
vortant a fubje&, carried the art- 
cles back with him to Rome. By 
thefe articles the pope was enjoin- 
ed to feparate himtelf from the 
coalition, and from every alliance, 
offenfive and defenfive, againtft 
France; to acknowledge in the 
moft pofitive terms, that his confi- 
dence had been abufed and himfelf 
deceived by the common enemies 
of the papal fee and the French 
republic, who had made ufe of his 
name to publifl various edicts and 
declarations, the fpirit and effect 
of which were as contrary to his 
true intentions as they were hottile 
to the rights of nations; that he 
therefore revoked and annulled all 
fuch p: blications, of whatever kind, 
which fhould have been invefted 
with his fpiritual authority, and 
which fhould have anv reference 
to tlhe affairs of France, fince the 
period of the French revolution. 
In addition to this retra¢tation, 
he was alfo enjoined to difavow 
having any concern in the murder of 
the French ambaflador, Baffeviile; 
to fet at liberty all perfons, whether 
french, or the natives of other 
countries, or his own fubjects, 
who were held in confinement on 
account of their political opinions ; 
to deprive no man in future of his 
liberty, or perfecute him on ac- 
count of his relgious opinions ; to 
forbid the ioour.an cuftom of mu- 
tilating chidren throughout his 
{ates, under the moft fevere penal- 
ties; and, to abolifi the tribunal of 
the inquifition. It wasalfo requir- 
ed that the pepe fhould make his 
Gates the afvium of the members 
ef the monattic orders, and of the 








AND 


priefts, who had quitted France: 


and that he fhould renounce all 


right to the territories which he 
formerly poffefléd in France, and 
which were now integral parts of 
the French republic. 

, . 

To thefe conditions were annex. 
ed others under the n ime of fecret 
articles, by which the pope thould 
bind himfel! to the payment of 
300,000 livres each month, till the 
ratification of the peace with the 
king of Naples aud the emperor; 
and by which he engaged to cede 
to the French republic various 
duchies, and leave it in poffefiion 
of the legations of Fe rrara, Bologna, 
and its dependencies. Other con. 
ditions, under the title of * treaty of 
commerce and navigation,” and 
articles relative to confuls, made up 
this feries of propofitions, to which 
the pope was required to give his 
prompt and undivided affent, 

The pope held a congregation 
of cardinals, who decreed u:ani- 
moufly, that the conditions were 
not only incompatible with the 
tenets of the catholic religion, but 
alfo fubverfive of the rights of fo. 
vereignty, and of courfe refufed 
their aflent 

Mr. Galeppi returned to Florence 
to make known to the French com- 
miffioners the determina‘ion of the 
pope, which he did tn a note fign- 
ed by himieif, and M. Azzara, the 
Spanifh minifter at the court of 
Romie, and who held the place of 
mediator between the holy fee and 
the republic. The commithoners, 
on the other hand, refufed to ac- 
cept this note, alleging that they 
had no concern with ‘M. Azzam, 
on which M. Galeppi difpatched 
another note in which he claimed 
the mediation of the court of 
Spain, adding that though they re- 
tufed to acknowledge that media- 
tion, the pope’s refufal to the = 
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cles propofed Way neverthelefs, to 
be underftood as given. The time 
of the armiftice w hich was granted 
to the pope, had now expired ; 
and as there was no profpect of 
ce wth the French repubiic, 
his holinefs refufed to comply with 
the terms to which he had affented 
when the armiltice was concluded ; 
and the iategrality of the Roman 
wealth, and the ornaments of the 
capital of lialy, were tor fome time 
longer preferved. 
In the mean while the inhabi- 
tants of the country jouth of the 
Po, which had been conquered by 
the French, took meafures for the 
formation of new governments ub- 
der the protection of the French 
republic. The four cities of Bo- 
logne, Ferrara, Reggic, and Mo- 
dena, were leagued in this coufe- 
deiation ; the duke of Modena hav- 
ing been heid to have abdicated 
his government, both by his hav- 
ing abandoned the city, and alfo 
not having fulfilled the conditions 
of the treaty with the French ge- 
neral refpecting the armiftice. ‘Io 
carry this plan into effect, the fe- 
nate of Bologna iffued a procla- 
mation for the holding of a congrets 
2 Modena, which fhould conitt 
of one hundred deputies, to be 
chofen by the refpective confede- 
rated towns according to their po- 
pulation. Thofe deputics met at 
Modena, on the 16th of October, 
and having formed themfelves into 
a convention, decreed that there 
fhould be a fincere and indiffoluble 
ynion between the four fates of 
Lologna, Reggio, Modena, and Fer- 
rara. They alfo decreed, that, in- 
dependent of the national! guard, a 
legion fhould be formed, or which 
3 Rith part was to be compofed of 
forcigners, to fuperintend the exe- 
cution of the plan. The tedera- 
hon, having previoufly taken the 
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name of the Cifpadane blic 
from its fituation on the fide of 


the Po next to Rome, fent, with 
the permitiion of the French gene- 
ral and commitlioners, a deputation 
to Milan, called by them the ca. 
pital of the Tranfpadane republic 
trom its deing fituated on the op- 
pofite fide of that river, in order 
to eftablifh between the two neigh- 
bouring powers the bonds of union, 
and fraternity. 

ach city in the mean while 
proceeded to the formation of its 
refpective government, and in each 
pearly the fame regulations took 
place. Among other reforms, the 
privileges and even the name of 
noble was aboiifhed, and the varie 
ous enligns. and blazonry of the 
order were no longer fuffered to 
appear. Thefe diilinctions and pri- 
vileges were given up without 
murmur or reluctance, as objects 
of trivial concern; but what canfed 
oppofition on the part of the aigh- 
er clafles of citizéns, was the too 
great concentration of authority 
which the congrefs at Reggio 
were likely to poflefs, and which 
would tend greatly to diminifh that 
which they at prefent individus 
aliy enjoyed. ‘Thefe objections, 
founded rather on the love of di- 
ftinction arifing from power, than 
from any views of public intereft, 
were over-ruled ; and the congrefs 
adjourned to the 27th December 
the great queition, whether the 
Cifpadane republics fhould be fe- 
derate, or whether they fhould be 
united under the-fame general go- 
vernment. 

Notwithftanding the vaft fupe- 
riority of the Englifh naval forces 
in almoft every part of the globe, 
the French found means to deceive 
their vigilance, and fucceeded in 
an expedition to Newfoundland, 
where they burnt and otherwife 
| | deftroyed 
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deftroyed Britith property to a 
large amount. This expedition was 
entrufted to admiral Richery, who, 
with a fquadron confifting of feven 
fhips of the line, was releafed, by 
the aid of the Spanith fleet, from 
Cadiz, where he had been fhut up 
by the Englith for feveral months, 
with the valuable captures he had 
made of the Englifh Mediterranean 
fleet of merchantmen in the pre- 
ceding fummer. No other advan- 
tage refulted to the French than 
the temporary lofs they occafioned 
te their enemies, except the return 
of Richery to Rochelle, and the 
addition made to the naval arma- 
ment then equipping at Breft. This 
Jofs on the part of the Englifh was 
compenfated foon after by the ad- 
vantages gained over the Dutch at 
the Cape of Good Hope, where 
admiral Lucas with his fquadron, 
confifting of feven fhips, was cap- 
tured, or rather delivered into the 
power of the Englifh, by the de- 
fection of the crews under his com- 
mand. 

This fquadron had efcaped the 
vigilance of the Englifh by effeét- 
ing a paflage early in the fpring, 
and was to have been joined by a 
French fquadron of f{ufficient force 
to effect the purpote for which the 
expedition was deftined,—-the :e- 
capture of the Cape. The French 
fquadron was to have been fitted 
out at the expence of the Dutch, 
who could obtain this aid on no 
other conditions; the money was 
duly paid to the French govern- 
ment: but the fquadron was never 
prepared; and the Dutch, after fe- 
veral months of fruitlefs folicita. 
tion, inftead of recovering their 
polleflions, were compelled to fub- 
mit to the lofs of the forces which 
they had fent to retake them. 

While the imperialifts on the 
upper Rhine were purfuing general 
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Moreau, who, in the face of apower. 
ful enemy had effeéted his paflage 
acrofs the river at Huningue, pre, 
ferving a poft on the right fide 
which had been haftily thrown up 
from which the Auftrians attempt. 
ed in vain to diflodge him; the army 
which had defeated the troops un- 
der general Jourdan, over-ran the 
Palatinate, advancing almoft to the 
banks of the Mofelie on the one 
fide, and f{preading along the fron. 
tier of the French territory, on the 
other. General Bournonville had 
been ordered from Holland to re. 
place Jourdan, and re-inforce the 
army of the Sambre and Meufe 
with the divifions under his com- 
mand. In addition to the poft dp. 
pofite Huningue, and the village of 
Kehl, the French kept poffeffion, 
on the right fide of the Rhine, of 
the town of Neuwied, a few miles 
below the fortrefs of Ehrenbreitftein, 
An increafe of the river from 
heavy falls of rain having broken 
the bridge of cammunication, the 
Auftrians, in erd-r to take advan- 
tage of the accident, and poffefs 
themfelves of this important place 
which was the only point of com- 
munjeation the French held with 
the richt fide between Kehl and 
Duffeldorf, and whofe communi- 
cation with the main army was 
now cut off by the {well of the wa- 
ters, crofled the Rhine in feveral 
places, to divert the attention of 
the republicans from the attack 
which they meditated on Neuwied, 
fromthe ifland, one fide of which ftill 
communicated with’ the fort, as the 
bridge was unbroken in that part, 
and from the main land, where their 
regular batteries were already efta- 
bhifhed. 

This expedition was planned for 
the capture of the whole garrifon : 
but the French general, aware of 
the defign of the Auftrians, made 














‘tmoafitions to receive them at 
me Se point of attack, and, after 
an obftinate conflict, repelled them 
with confiderable lofs. A few days 
after, (Sth Brumaire) the right wing 
of the army made a grease move- 
ment, and, after de ‘eating various 
divifions of the imperial army, gain- 
ed pofleffion of feveral pofts in the 
Palatinate, amongft which were 
thofe of Bingen and Keyferflautern, 
and eftablifhed their communica- 
tion acrofs the country with the 
frontiers of France, where the 
Auftrians had penetrated, afterdriv- 
ing the army of the Sambre and 
Meute outof Germany. | 

In the mean while the emperor 
had aflembled a fourth army to ef- 
fe&tuate the releafe of general 
Wurmfer, who was now fhut up 
with his troops in Mantua. Ge- 
neral Alvinzi had encamped on 
the Piava, and was advancing to- 
wards Vicenza, while Davidovich, 
with the divifion under his com- 
mand, defcended from the Tyrol 
along the Adige towards Verona, 
which was the head-quarters of the 
French army. Alvinzi, having paff- 
ed the Piava, met the French on 
the Brenta, where an action took 
place which obliged him to repafs 
the river ; but the left of the French 
army under general Vaubois, which 
was oppofed to the Auftrian divi- 
fions in the Tyrol, being defeated, 
Buonaparte was compelled to re- 
treat to Verona, and defend the 
paflages of the Adige. The Au- 
ftrian generals having now made 
themfelves mafters of all the coun- 
try beyond this river, were con- 
centrating their forces to attempt 
the attack of the French at Verona; 
and, by forcing the pofts between 
the Adige and the lake of Guarda, 
to raife the blockade of Mantua. 
Buonaparte faw the danger of a- 
Waiting the attack of the Auftrians, 
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who, if they fucceeded either in 
taking Verona or in forcing the 
pofts on the lake of Guarda, 
would probably attain their objeé, 
and deprive him of the fruits of 
all his former victories. He, there- 
fore, with equal ability and fpirit, 
refolved to prevent the junétion of 
the two Auttrian armies, by an at- 
tack on general Aivinzi; for which 
purpofe he led the divifions under 
the generals Angereau and Maffena 
along the Adige, which he pafled 
in the night of the 4th of Novem. 
ber, by means of a bridge of boats, 
at the village of Ronco, hoping to 
reach Villa Nuova in the morning, 
and aitack the Auftrians (whofe 
head-quarters were at Caldero) on 
their flanks and in their rear, and 
feize on their artillery and baggage. 
General Alvinzi, however, who 
had received intimation of the mo- 
tions of the French, ftrengthened 
his pofition, by throwing Croatian 
and Hungarian regiments into the 
village * Arcole, through which 
the French muft neceffarily pafs in 
order to exécute the plan they had 
projected. This village, which was 
{trongly fituated between morafles 
and canals, held the republican 
army in check during the whole 
day. In vain were the French 
troops rallied by their commanders, 
and led again to the charge. Four 
generals, who threw themfelves on 
the bridge leading to the village, 
were fucceilively difabled by wounds 
more or lefs dangerous. Angerean, 
feizing a ftandard, ran and planted 
it at the end of the bridge; and 
Buonaparte, after calling on the 
foldiers to remember the bridge of 
Lodi, infpired a momentary emo- 
tion which induced him to attempt 
another aflault, in which he loft 
two more of his generals, and was 
himfelf in danger of perithing. 
Having early perceived the ex- 
treine 
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treme difficulty of taking this poft 
in front, he had fent round a divi- 
fion bv a march of feveral miles to 
attack the village in the rear. The 
general who was fent on this expe- 
ition reached it at night, and took 
poffefion of it with the {mall gare 
sifon which the Auftrians had left 
to defend it, as they had withdrawn 
their troops to prepare for a gene- 
tal attack, and had removed the 
artillery and baggage, which was 
ene of the primary objects of 
Buonaparte’s expedition. The ac- 
tinn began at dav-break on the 6th 
of November, through the whole 
Ene. The divifion of the French 
army on the right drove back the 
left wing of the Auftrians, and 
purfued it to the head-quarters at 
C.ldero. The centre of the Au- 
frians, after a long and obftinate 
confli%, was compelled to retreat 
before the centre of the French; 
but the attack made on their Icfr, 
which Buonaparte endeavoured to 
turn, was ineffectual, as it was 
flanked by a morafs and ditches. 
During the night Buonaparte threw 
bridges acrofs; and the next day, 
the r7th of November, the two 
armies renewed the combat. The 
Auttrians attacked the centre of 
the French army with great vi- 
gour, and drove it bick with con- 
fiderable lofs, and were on the point 
of turning the right wing, when a 
body of troops which Buonaparte 
had drawn off from the left, and 
placed in ambufcade, feil on the 
flank and rear of the Auftrians, 
and made a dreadful flaughter. 
The left of the Auftrian army fti!l 
held its ground, being formidable 
both in numbers, and alfo from its 
pofition. Buonaparte then finding 
it impoflible to attack or diflodce it 
hv force, had recourfe to a ftrata- 
gem, which fucceeded. He fent 
round a fmall party of horfe to 


make the circuit of the merafs, and 
fall on the Auftrians, foundine ar 
the fame time a number of trum. 
pets, to deceive the enemy as to 
their numbers. The arrival of q 
larger body of French troops, which 
bad alfo been early fent by a lone. 
er circuit to fall on their reap 
threw them into complete diforder, 
The Auftrians fled on all fides, and 
the night only put an end to the 
purfuit. 

The divifion under general Da. 
vidovich was more fuccefsful, hay. 
ing attacked and again defeated ge. 
neral Vaubois, who commiunded 
the pafs between the Adige and 
the Jake of Guarda. Buonaparte, 
therefore, leaving his cavalry in 
purfuit of Alvinzi’s army, haflened 
with reinforcements to Vaubois; 
and keeping in check the Auftrians 
who were advanced within a fhort 
diftance of Mantua, he fucceeded, 
after a conteft of fome days, in 
driving them back with confider. 
able lofs into the mountains of the 
Tyrol. 

The battle of Arcole was pecu- 
liarly fatal to the French generals, 
by whofe diftinguifhed efforts of 
bravery, victory was taken out of 
the hands of Fortune. Buonaparte, 
efcaping himfelf with difficulty, loft 
both his aids-du-camp, who were 
killed by his fide, The lofs of the 
Auftrians in this battle was fo con- 
fiderable, that Alvinzi was com- 
pelled to retire behind the Brenta 
with the remainder of his forces, 
to await the arrival of another 
army, and leave Mantua once more 
to its fate, 

It was fuppofed that on the iffue 
of this battle the fortune of Mantua 
depended ; but it appears that ge- 
neral Wurmfer had taken fuficient 
advantage of the relief he had laft 
experienced, to provifion his garri- 
fon, and enable him to defend the 

town 
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town far beyond the calculation of 
the French general, who in his of- 
ficial letters poke with fome con- 
fidence of its immediate furrender. 
When Buonaparte entered Lom- 
hardy, Mantua, which had been the 
only objet of conteft for eight 
months, and on which the fate of 
Jtaly depended, was altogether de- 
fitute of the means of fuftainin 
an attack, — having a feeble garri- 
fon unprovided with ftores or pro- 
vifions,—and would probably, after 
the battle of Lodi, have furrendered 
at the firft fummons. Had the 
French general, inftead of march- 
ing to Milen which was at all times 
acceflible, and making a promenade 
into the ecclefiaftical ftate, which 
he might have done at his leifure, 
feized on this importarit polt, he 
might have made himfelf mafter of 
Italy, and finifhed an early cam- 
paign, It muft, however, be re- 
membered, that, before this place, 
four imperial armits have melted 
way in the fhort fpace of a few 
months; that thefe armies being 
recruited from thofe on the Rhine, 
from which large detachments 
were made, the Iatter were fo 
weakened, that the French were 
enabled to levy contributions in the 
heart of Germany ; and, though the 
invaders were eventually fepulfed, 
they fucceeded in diflolving the 
confederacy of the German princes, 
and in diminifhing the number of 
the enemies of the French repub- 
lic. 

Am dit t-efe vitories, the affairs 
ffinance ftill continued to be the 
principal object of the anxiety of 
the French government. The mi- 
nifter of this department had fent 
a circular letter through the repild- 
lic, to invite the bankers and prin- 
Cipel merchants to a general affom- 
b ¥, to deliberate and advife re- 
ipecting the laws and regulations 


8 
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neceflary for the revival of credir 
and the re-eftablitiment of com. 
merce. The directory, on the roth 
of December, communicated by a 
meffice to the council their wants 
in a more prefling manner, urging 
them, as they had done before, to 
come to the immediate relief of the 
government, which, in all its dif- 
terent adminiitrations, from the ar- 
mies to the moft menial offices, 
was in a ftate of decay bordering 
on deftruction, The remedy foe 
thefe evils, according to the mef- 
fage, lay in procuring the confent 
of the legiflature to inveft the di- 
rectory with power to take poffef- 
fion of the laft part of the pay- 
ments for the fale of the national do- 
mains, which, as has been obferved, 
was ordered to be paid in money, 
and which amounted to eighty mil- 
lions. It was imagined, that, by 
drawing a very dittrefing picture 
of the fituation of the republic, the 
council would be fufticiently alarm- 
ed to yield to the requifition. The 
meflage was read in a fecret come 
mittee, and was deemed unworthy 
of attention. The direStory, 1¢- 
fenting the indignity offered to 
their reanifition, publifhed the fol- 
lowing day to the world, in their 
Gazette, this meflage, which they 
had confided to the fecrecy of the 
council as unfit for the public ear. 
This conduct was the fubjeét of 
animadverfion, and was confidered 
as tending to fow the feeds of di- 
vifion between the legiflative and 
executive powers, and to bring odi- 
uin on the council, under the pre- 
tence of their refuling the neceffury 
fupplies. 
Phe prefident of the commifion 
of finances, M. Camus, as the di- 
reftory had revealed the ineliuve, 
thought it expedient to tate the 
motive of the rejection, by obferv- 
ing that the a arminy and dof rate 
liate 
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ftate of the republic exifted only 
in the meflage; that a feverer weco- 
nomy would reftore the equilibrium 
of receipt and expenditure, and that 
the errors contained in the ftatement 
were equalled only by the impru- 
dence of the directory in making 
them public. 

Although the influence of the 
executive power with refpect to the 
public money was thus circume 
{cribed, it poffeffed an influence ftill 
more dangerous over the lives of a 
certain clafs of their fellow citizens, 
which the legiflature thought fit alfo 
to controul. As, during the reign of 
terror, great numbers had found 
fafety only in flight, and efcaped 
into foreign countries, and others 
had only abandoned their places 
of ufual refidence, and concealed 
themfelves in various parts of the 
country, thefe fugitives had been 
of courfe ranked by their munici- 

alities and departmental admini- 

rations as emigrants, and placed 
on the lift; on which lift many were 
alfo infcribed by the revolution- 
ary committees of their communes, 
whom they held at the moment in 
their dungeons, or whom they had 
fent tothe {catfold. Amongft other 
laws which were enacted afier the 
overthrow of the jacobinical go- 
vernment to remedy the enormous 
abufes and evils which this regimen 
had introdwe 1, were decrees per- 
mitting the re-entrance of thofe 
perfons into France who had fled 
fubfequent to the thirty-firft of 
May, 1793, the beginning of the 
reign of tyranny, and alfo regula- 
tions for the erafure from the lift of 
emigrants of all fuch whofe recla- 
mations were found to be juft. 

The latitude given by the law to 
appeals of this fort was fubjec to a 
variety of abufes; a great number 
entered and took poffeffion of their 


eftates, who were not comprehend- 
6 






ed in the law; who had emigrated 
before the period, but had tound 
means of procuring from friend} 

or corrupted adminiftrations faife 
certificates of refid@lce. In thofe 
parts of the country which were 
moft difatfeéted to government, 
thefe cafes were very frequent; and 
many of the diforders of the fouth 
were faid to be committed by emi. 
grants of this clafs. Thefe appeals, 
agreeably to the regulation, were 
made to the directory: but as the 
tyranny had been univerfal, the 
appellants were fo numerous that 
the examination of the claims, ac. 
cording to the mode eftablithed, 
would have been the labour of ages, 
Complaints had alfo been often 
made of the venality and partiality 
of thofe who were appointed to 
judge of thefe appeals: but no fe 

were taken to remedy thefe abufes, 
till the judicial affaffination of M. 
de Cuffy, who had come to Paris to 
make his appeal, induced the legif. 
lature to take into their own hands 
a power which, whether from care- 
lefinefs or defign, had fo immediate 
and dangerous an influence on the 
fortunes and lives of individuals, 
The execution of this gentleman, 
attended with circumftances which 
brought to remembrance the fero- 
cious agg expeditious modes of the 
revolutionary tribunal, caufed a ge- 
neral effervefcence againft thofe 
who had been inftrumental in the 
commiffion of this aét. ‘The coun- 
cils, paffing in filence over this 
event, the examination of which 
might have produced difagreeabie 
refults, contented themfelves with 
taking the power and the means of 
doing further injuftice out of the 
hands of the commitfioners of thedi- 
rectory, and appointed a committee 
of their own members to examine 
and pronounce on the future ap 
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The mifunderftanding which had 
for a long time fubfifted between 
the French republic and the United 
States of America, difcovered itfelf 
at this period more openly by the 
refufal of the directory to receive as 
gmbaffador to the French republic 
Mr. Pinckney, who had been fent 
to fucceed Mr. Monroe, the refi- 
dent plenipotentiary. Mr. Adet, the 
French ambafflador to the United 
States, had notified nearly at the 
fame time (234d November) to the 
American government, that the di- 
rectory had fufpended him alfo from 
his funétions. He had previoufly 
communicated to the fecretary of 
ftate a memorial recapitulating the 
complaints of the French republic 

inft the government of the Unit- 
aT Senn, and had contyunicated 
the arret of the directory of the 14th 
Meffidor, enjoining French fhips of 
war to obferve the fame conduc 
towards the veffels of neutral na- 
tions, as they had hitherto fulfered 
with impunity to be obferved by the 
Englith. 

The dire&tory juftified this pro- 
clamation by the fecret approbation 

iven by the Americans to this vio- 


tion of the law of neutrality on- 


the part of the Britifh, who had 
feized on neutral veflels, particularly 
thofe belonging to Americans, even 
in their very ports; and taken out 
of them whatever they found either 
of French perfons or French pro- 
perty, without any refiftance being 
made on the part of the American 
government. From this memorial 
it appeared that the French ambaf- 
fador, in the beginning of the war, 
had made unheeded application and 
remonftrances on this fubject. The 
Rational convention had decreed, 
that, conformably to the ufage then 
eftablifhed by the Englith, Britith 
Property found on board neutral 
vellels fhould become lawful prize, 
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7 
but that American veffels were ex. 
cepted from this general meafure. 
The conduct of the Englith in feiz. 
ing on all American provifion- 
fhips had afterwards compelled 
them to refcind thisexception, and 
decree conditionally that the feizure 
of Englifh property on board neu- 
tral vetfels thould continue indifcri- 
minately until theBritith government 
fhould definitively revoke the orders 
which it had given for this meafure, 
and which were only fufpended by 
the embargo laid on by the congrefs 
on the 26th of March, 1794. The 
convention having received infor- 
mation that Mr. Jay was inftructed 
to make remonftrances to the Bri- 
tifk government refpecting thefe 
acts of hoftility, revoked the decree 
refpecting American fhips, hoping 
that this conduct would lead the 
United States to ufe every effort to 
induce the Englifh to adopt the 
fame meafure. But his remon- 
ftrances, if made, had no effect: the 
fame atts of hoftility were continu- 
ed, and neutral veflels coming out 
or entering into French ports, were 

made prizes by the Englifh. 
Further reclamations were made, 
on the part of the French ambatla- 
der, to the American government 
on the 2oth of September, 1795, 
which were unheeded; a memorial 
prefented on the fame fubjeét, the 
agth of March, 1796, was equally 
unnoticed. It appeared from thefe 
papers, that not only neutral veffels 
were feized, but failors were taken 
out of Américan veffels to ferve on 
board Britifh fhips, without any 
mark of difapprobation manifefted 
on the part of the American govern- 
ment. Under thete circumftances, 
the government of France was com- 
pelled to have recourfe to the fame 
meafures refpecting neutral veffels 
as the Englifh government had 
adopted, and was permitted by the 
neutrab 
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fieutral powers to continue, with- 
out remonfirances or reclamations 
on their part. M. Adet further ob- 
ferved, that, if they would take mea- 
fures to render their flag refpected 
by the Britith government, the fame 


refpe&t fliou! be fhewn by the 
French republic; but if through 
weaknefs or partiality they fuffered 
the Englith to fport with their nev- 
trality, they ought not to complain 
if the French, in order to reftor: the 
balance, fhould continue to iinitate 
in this cafe that conduét which the 
Englith had found it convenient or 
ufeful for their own purpofes to 
adopt. 
The anfwer given by the Ameri- 
can government to this remon- 
ftrance, ftated, in juftification of 
their conduét, that the treaty made 
with France in 1778, formally ex- 
prefled that neutral veffels fhou!d 
neutralize the cargo; whereas the 
treaty lately concluded between the 
United Srotes and England con- 
tained no fimilar regulation. The 
American government a¢ted there- 
fore in perfect conformity to the 
letter of both treaties; and though 
it was lawful for the Englifh to feize 
French property on board American 
veflels, the French were reftrained 
by their treaty with America, from 
making reprifals in fimilar circum- 
ftances on the Englifh. So far as 
the letter of treaties ought to influ- 
ence the decifion of the quettion, 
the reclamation of the American 
government was founded ; but whe- 
ther that government was Jufiified 
on the {core of political morality in 
concluding a fv bfequent treaty with 
Eneland {fo pointedly hottile to the 
interefts of their former ally in this 
article, does not fo clearly appear. 
In addition to this memorial, M. 
Adet foon after prefented a note 
recap tulating other grievances, a- 
mongtt which was the infraction, on 


the part of the American govern. 
ment, of that article in the treats 
with France which refpected the 
guarantee of the French coloniesby 
tue United States. The fpeech of 
the prefident to the American con. 
greis, and the anfwer of the vice. 
prefident, contained recrimination: 
which, far from leading to any ami. 
cable explanation, Or to Conciliate 
the differences which had arifen 
tended to widen the breach which 
already exifted, and fan the flame 
which it was fo much the inter. 
elt of both parties to have extin. 
guithed. 

W batever fpecitic caufes of com. 
plaint the French government might 
have had againit that of the United 
States on accounr of the treaty 
lately concluded with England, the 
difpofitions which led to the for. 
mation of that treaty, would alone 
have been fufficient to have ex- 
plained the reafons of the general 
indignation of the French againft 
them. Accultomed of late to wit. 
nets levees of minitters trom the 
conquered monarchs of the old 
eftablifhed governments in Europé 
ceprecate the vengeance or fupplie 
cate the friend{hip of the Freach 
republic, it was not without feel- 
ings of indignation that ‘hey faw 
the people whom they boatted to 
have inatchéd ffom fervitude and 
oppreflion, ard to have erected into 
independance and power, in viola- 
tion of the ties of gratitude and 
frie:dfhip, and of thoie bonds more 
commoniy refpected between na- 
tions, folemn and formal treaties, 
not only become indifferent in the 
obfervance of either, but join a 
gaint them by forming the trictett 
alliances with their common ene- 
my. This indignation had been 
hitherto tempered by the conduct of 
the American ambaffador, and by 


the reprefentations whichthe friends 
0: 
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of both countries had occafionally 
made; and it is probable that the 
breach would have been widened 
no further than the temporary fuf- 

nfion of the French ambaflador 
in the United States, had not the 
American government, by exchang- 
ing veadindors at this period, e- 
vinced further difpofitions of hof- 
tility, fince no reafonable pretence 
appeared for this exchange but the 
attachment which the prefent am- 
bafflador had fhewn to the caufe of 
the French revolution. 

The news of the intended refig- 
nation of the prefident of the United 
States had preceded the arrival of 
the new ambaffador, Mr. Pinckney. 
This event, which was expected 
by the French government, had in 
fome meafure allayed this warmth ; 
and it was hoped that an amicable 
arrangement would Pome! have 
taken place, as it was fuppofed that 
the choice of the United States 
would fall on a perfon lefs hoftile 
to their interefts; but as the ex- 
change of ambaffadors under the 
prefent circumftances afforded fo 
favourable an opportunity of ex- 
prefling their feelings, they not only 
refufed to permit the new ambaifia- 
dor to remain officially at Paris, but 
intimated to him that his retidence 
as a private citizen was inexpedient. 
Che dire&tory neverthelefs, when 
Mr. Monroe took leave, obferved, 
as they had already done with re- 
{pect to Sweden on a fimilar occa- 
lion, that the people of America, 
not being implicated in the aéts of 
their government, were ftill objects 
of their efteem ; and expreffed alfo 
their perfonal regard for the interett 
which Mr. Monroe, during his refi- 
dence at Paris, had fhewn for the 
Welfare of the republic. 


eve of lord Malmethur 


t alition 
1796. 





* The French attirmed that the object of th 
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Amidft the various negotiations 
which in the courfe of the year oc- 
cupied the French government, that 
which England propofed to open, 
engaged moft deeply the public at- 
tention, The treaties which had 
been made with thofe of the com- 
bined powers with whom the re- 
public was now at peace, were the 
neceflary effeéts of the advantages it 
had gained,, or the apprehenfions it 
had excited. Supported by the co- 
alition, they had found their efforts 
ineffectual to refift the overwhelm. 
ing flood of French victories; torn 
by force, or feparated voluntarily 
from its caufe, their infulated fitu- 
ations gave them no alternative, but 
fubmiffion -to its influence, or ad- 
hefion to its fate. Although the 
war had firft broken out with Au- 
{tria and Pruffia, it was generally 
believed in France that the Englifh 
cabinet had been the original fo- 
mentor of this war, as it became 
foon after its avowed and almoft 
only fupport. rR bags England 
therefore as the fource of all their 
calamities, the French could fearcely 
look towards that country without 
reproach, for the defolation and 
horrors of which it had eventually 
been the caufe, and which itappear- 
ed to them refolved to perpetuate. 
The offer of negotiation from 
England was therefore conficered 
with a fufpicious and averted eye 
by the French government; and the 
previous negotiation which had 
taken place between the [nglith 
cabinet and that of Berlin, and 
which had failed *, had added to the 
conviétion of the diteétory that 
peace was neither the vith nor the 
expetation of the Englith govern- 
ment from this negotiation, It was 
under thefe impreffions that the mi- 


ig negotiation, Which took plice jut on the 


y's departure to Paris, was tv bribe the court of Berl.n to rejoi the 


nifter 
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nifter of foreign affairs in France 
from the mini! her of to- 


recs ve, 
md, a in official 


reign affairs in Engla 


note, demanding | affports for an 
envoy from the Eng tith court, to 
open a negotiation at Paris. The 


srr 


erant thele patipo: 
minifter by a reio- 


, 


permiff on to 
was give: } to t! Te 
lution of the directory 01 


of September. T c par ff yorts were 


fent, and the mintiter plenipoten: 
tiary acrived in Paris. 
If the fufpicions of tl he French 


government were weil to ound d re- 
fe ‘ting the infincerity of the Eng- 
lity adminiteation with re gard to 
peace, the fymptoms of their oun 
averfion to it were not concealed 
arrival of lord Malmef- 
burv at Paris, All that memory 
furnifh of his conduct in 
that mny 
refpect to his 
amd the means 
i ck: to 
to his own advan- 
ldref . 
ulate rf 

t 


upon the 


could 
former ney 
could invent wth 
prefent intentions, 
which he had brought wit 
turn every thing 

tage by his acknowledged a 
and by « orruptl ya, were cir 


onanions, calu 


with avidity under the apparen 
wage of the directory ; nor did 
they ceafe, till, on the remonftrances 
made by lord Malmefburv ayaintt 
hefe infults, the government difa- 
vowed what the public had previ- 
oufly condemned. 

On the auth of O& ns lord 
Na imetbury tran{mitted to . De. 
roi ag the French mi ifher ol lo- 
reign affairs, a memorial, in which, 


“fat ng in the ufval terms the 
de re which bis Britannic mijefy 
enterta ined for peace, he propofed 
fhment of fome general 
sainel iple on the opening of the ne- 
gotiation which fhould ferve as a 
bafs for a definitive fettlement: 


} ' 
t ¢ (ta ) 


’ 
Obferving thar the fir obie4 of a 
Hegotiation for peace was generaly 
that of reitortng or PiVING wp what 
had been taken from the ective 
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parties during the war, The me, 
morial fated. that as Great Brits’ ti, 
far from having any reftivution to 
demand of Franc c, h ad, | a t feri es 
of uninterrupte d fuccefs, ‘acquired 
colonial conquefts of ineftimable 
value, and as on the other hand 
France had made coutinental con. 
quelts on the allies of his Britith 
majelty, it was propofed that the 
legotiation fhould turn on thecom. 
penfations to be made to France} by 
proportional reftitutions, the nature 
of which fhould be difcuffed as foon 
as the princip le was admitted. 

After examinine the memor ial, 
Delacroix obferved to lord Malmef. 
bury, that as he fpoke in the name 
of the allies of Great Britain, and 
was fiipulating for their interefts, he 
was of courfeinvefted by them with 
powers for that purpofe ; to which 
his lordthip obfetved that Je was nog 
thus commiffioned, but that as foon 
as the directory fou! d have agreed 
to the pr inciple laid down, he would 
diipatch me flengers to the different 
courts to give an account of the 
{tate of the negotiation, and receive 
their inftru€tions. It was then 
alked if he could give any precife 
idea of the principle of reftitutions 
fo far as concerned Great Britain 
and France: to which his lordfhip 
red, as before, that as foon as 
tie directory fhould explain them- 
felves, he would fead me‘engers, 
and afk for inftruétions alfo on this 
yoint 

The directory were not difpofed 
to enter immediately into this ex- 
planation. The anfwer which they 
returned, on the contrary, was tar 
from conciliatory, and wore a form 
of diftruft and defiance, which in 
that ttage of the bufinefs was gene- 
raily reg irded as heither politic nor 
becomi: Ng. It Was rc pre lente d, that, 
from the mode adopted by the Eng- 
lif cabinet, the hope of peace 
6 Wie 
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was very diftant; that, had lord 
Malmetbory confined bimfelf to 
treating feparatels for his own ca- 
binet, for Which he was duly au- 
thorifed, inftead of treating for 
other courts, for which, by his own 
confeffion, he had receiv ed no aus 
thority whatever, the negotiation 
might be confiderably viene “d. 
It was infinuated, that, as the de- 
claration he had made was not fup- 
ported by his credentials, fo he 
might have received fecret inftruc- 
tions contrary to thofe he profeffed ; 
that the Britifh cabinet had a dou- 
ble view in the prefent application, 
both of hindering the other powers 
from treating feparately, and alfo of 
obtaining with greater facility new 
fupplies from the E nglifh nation for 
the continuance of ‘the war; and 
that the propofitions now made by 
lord Malmefbury differed from thofe 
made fome months preceding by 
Mr. Wickham, only in being pre- 
fented under a more polite and ami- 
cable form. 

With refpe& to the principle of re- 
ftitution At ranced by lord Malmet- 
bury to ferve for the bafis of the 
negotia: ion, the directory obferved 
that it was too vague and i indeter- 
Minate; that the firft ol ject was 
the eoiSderation of the neceffity of 

a juft and folid peace, and the efta- 
bi hment of a juft balance of pow- 
er; and that the prefent re fpective 
fituations of the bellige rents powers 
ought alfo to be remembezed, of 
which the force of the one was di- 
minifhed by the defertion of various 
Princes of the coalition, and the 
forceof the other increafed by mak- 
ing moft of thefe powers its allies, 
or rendering them at leaft nentral, 

ne direéto ry concluded by adur- 
ing lord M Imefbury that as foonas 


© fhould prefent fufficient powers 
n the allied courts to {tipulate 
ur their refpedtive iuterefts, and 


fin 
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obtain their engagements to abide 
by what fhould be termined ia 
their name, the neal h vovernment 
would y ive an anfws to what. 
ever form il propofiiions thould be 
1) ide, 

Of whatev er powers lord Malmef- 
bury was potieile d, he was cautious 
in the exercife. Had he been the 
agent only of the Britith n inittry, 
it does not appear that he had re- 
ceived fuflicient inflrudious to pros 
ceed in the treaty; but as he pro- 
pofed to ftipulate for the intereits of 
the allied courts, the directory had 
no fecurity that they would abide 
by any of the conditions concluded 
in their name, by a perfon who, 
though negotiating for then, pro- 
fe fled to be invetted with no fpecial 
authority on their part. In re ply to 
thefe obferv ations, and to the official 
anfwer returned by the miniller of 
foreign aifairs to his firft note, lord 
Malmefbury (having fent to London 
for further inftru@tions s) communis 

cated a fecond paper to the direéto- 
ry, in which, after commenting on 
the offenfive and injurious tone in 
which their laft anfwer was con- 
ceived, he obferved that thev were 
altogether miftaken in fuppoting 
that his pow: rs authorifed him to 
treat feparately from the atlies s 
the Britith crown; tha 
were fufficient for the negotiation 
and conclufion of a peace, and that 
he had fully infruéted the minilter 
of foreign affairs that he could en- 
ter into no conference of whicha 
feparate treaty fhould be the ob- 
ject. 

Jt was flated, nee as a feparate 
treaty was altogetier Inadm fli * a 
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the intervention of the allied courts 


t his power 
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would become ind: (penfable in the 
courfe of the negotiation; but that 
it would be ufclefs to atk tor tull 
and formal powers from them until 
the principles of the negotiation nad 

22 been 
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been difcuffed; that the emperor 
had given a manifett proot of paci- 
fic difpofitions at the opening of the 
campaign, and thatthe alhes might 
be invited to accede as foon as the 
winciple fhould be agreed on ot a 
combined negotiation. 

The expediens v of forming a 
principle of this kind was again 
urged, and the offer ot proportional 
re(titutions again repeated ; obferv- 
jag, that the directofy had nether 
given any eXplanation in its latt 
communication with refpect to the 
principle, nor ptopofed any other 
whereby the end in queftion could 
be attained. The directory, in an- 
fwer, very laconically requefted lord 
Malimetbury to point out the {pecific 
objects which he propofed ; and ex- 
pretled theirignorance of any proois 
which the emperor had afforded of 

cific difpofitions, as the emperor 
a been the firft to break the ar- 
miftice, “To this lord Malmefbury 
teplied, that he was not authorifed 
do point out the objects of recipro- 
cil compet fation until the direétory 
fiad agreed to the principle of the 
heyotiation which he tiad laid down, 
ov adoitted of fome cther which 
might aniwer the fame end ; that 
the pacific difpoftions of the em- 
peror were evinced by the official 
note in which he oblerved that the 
Operations of the war fhould not 
Prevent him trom conceding to any 
propolitiotis tor peace, agreeable to 
Whatever form fhould be adopted by 
the belligerent powers. The bre- 
tity of the official anfwer returned 
to lord Malmetbury’s fecond tom- 
monication led him to inquire if 
that was all the anfwer he was to 
expedét; to which the minifter of 
foreign affairs rejoined in the aftir- 
mative, and at the fame time re- 
©) efied to know if, on every note 
that patled between t¢ ein, it was 
mecellary to fend a meilenger to his 


court? J i int it was fi 
the tM Fn wh wer Pd a ae 

: : ave Kopped, 
as the note delivered on the return 
of the meflenger, the 26th Novem. 
ber, declined entering’ further into 
the fubject of negotiation until the 
dire Ctory had explained itfelf with 
re{pect to fome principle on which 
it could be grounded. The direc. 
tory however felt the neceflity of 
complying with this condition, and 
declared, what lord Malmetbury had 
not difcovered, that their anfwers 
had uniformly admitted the princi. 
ple he had contended for; and thar 
he had nothing more to do than to 
point out {peedily and categoric ly 
the objects of reciprocal compen 
fation. 

As the governments wereat length 
agreed On the principle of the ne. 
gotiation, lord Malmefbury, on the 
return of the meflenger whom he 
had fent to London to notify the 
acquiefcence of the direétory, and 
receive the necéflaty inftructions, 
communicated to the minifter of 
foreign affairs two memorials, of 
which one was a Confidential me- 
morial on the principal objetts of 
reftitution, compenfation, and te- 
ciprocal arrangements; the other 
relited to peace with Spain, and th 
republic of Holland. The firft me- 
morial, which contained the condi- 
tions of reciprocal reftitution be 
tweeh the French republic and the 
allied powers, propofed that Prance 
fhhould cede to the emperor Brabant, 
the country on the lett of the Rhine, 
Italy, and whatever had been taken 
from him during the prefent war; 
the re-eftablifiment of peace de 
tween the empire and France, which 
fhould be arranged with the empe- 
ror as conititutional chicf of the 
empire; that the court of Petert- 
burg fhould have fuil liberty % 
interpote in the neg tiation when: 
ever it thought proper; and : 
Portiga 
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Portugal flould be comprehended 
in the treaty, free from any cla ms 
of indemnification on the part of 
France. As a compentation for 
thefe ceffions, the Britith govern- 
ment propofed to return to France 
the poffeflions taken from it during 
the war in the Eaft and Wett In- 
dies, and alfo certain ettablifhments 
in the bay of St. Lawrence ; reterv- 
ing neverthelefs the right of re- 
quiring, in compenfation tor agree- 
ing to the ceffion of the Spanifh part 
of St. Domingo to the French, 
which had been effeéted at the 
peace concluded with Spain, fome 
other portion of territory to keep 
up the balance of their refpec- 
tive poflefions in that part of the 
world. 

In a fecond memorial, whic! re- 
{pected Spain and Holland, it was 
obferved that in treating with the 
former power, as no conquefis had 
been made on either fide, there 
were no reftitutions to make. The 
United Provinces were differently fi- 
tuated ; the re-eftabliflament of the 
ancient fladtholderian government 
was an indifpenfable condition to 
induce the ceflion of what had been 
taken from them; in which cafe a 
confiderable part would be reftored, 
If it was with the Dutch republic 
that the Britith government had to 
negotiate, thefe reftitutions were 
not to be looked for, nor could any 
treaty be entered into, unlefs the 
territory ceded by the Dutch to the 
French was reftored, as the fafety 
of the Auftrian Netherlands would 
be committed by its retention, 
Phefe memorials were accompa- 
nied by an official letter from lord 
Malmethury to Delacroix, in which 
he oblerved that he was anxious to 
enter into any es planations that the 
fare and progrels of the negotiation 
coud admit, or to receive any 
founter-project on the part of the 
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direftory, which might become e, 
qualiy tie fubied ot diicufion. 

rhe dir - TV, having read the 
memorials, fent to lord Male fbury, 
inttead of a meflige by the minitter 
Of foreign affairs as ufual, an ex. 
tract from the regifters of their de- 
liberations, in anfwer to the com. 
munications he had made, requiring 
his fignature to the memorials which 
he had delivered, and allo the ul- 
timatum of his demands in twen- 
tv-four hours. Lord Mal oeth LV, 
without noticing the difference in 
the node of correfpondence, ane 
{wered that he had contidered his 
fignature of the memorials unnecef- 
fary, as the orhcial note which ac- 
companied them, gave them fufti- 
cient authenticity. He, however, 
complied with the forms required 
by the directory with retpect to the 
fignature, but olbferved that the per- 
emptory demand which they made 
of an ultimatum, thut the door 
at once to all negotiation; and re- 
prefented, if the conditions fub- 
mitted to their confideration were 
not approved, or were not to be 
the fubjet of difcuflion, if they 
would propofe their own condi- 
tions, he would fubmit them to the 
confideration of his court. 

At this potnt the negouaiion end- 
ed; for on reading the memorials 
received on the 17th of December, 
the directory ordered the minifler to 
write to lord Malmetbury on the 
ith, which was the day previous 
to the explanatory and expoftula- 
torv communication made by his 
lordfhip, as his lait letter was dated 
on the 9th of December, that they 
could hear of no propolitions which 
were contrary to the conflitution, 
and the laws and treaties by which 
the repubire wus chyare A; obters 
ing moreover, that, as bis lordfhip 
felt himfclf oll yed to have recourle 
to his court on every COumMN 
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cation, and as the part he had to 
aét in this negotiation was pu irely 
aflive; his | ord (hii ip’s rcfidence in 
Paris was unneceflary and incon- 
venient; and therefore enjoined him 
to leave it in forty-eight hours ; 
oiers ny t hat if the Britifh cabinet 
was defirous of peace, the nes oti- 
ation might be carried on by mef- 
fengers trom the ref) ective parties. 
Lord Malr efburs Leste diat ly de- 
manded the nec: ifary palport s, and 
quitt ed Paris with his fuite in the 
thine proi ribed. 

The abrupt and uncourteous dif- 
miflion of Britifh plenipoten- 
tiarv excited mud how ealinefs and 
eeneral murmurs at Par until the 
{ vo memortals ap pearc ., containing 
the demands of the Britith cabinet. 
However diviced were the pol tical 
opinions of Paris, and however 
anxious all ranks and clatles 
for the return of peace, the propo- 
fitions made by thé Engliil mini- 
ffer appeared fo extravagant, fo 


out peor s indeed to every princi- 
ple of reafon and juft policy, that 
thofs who _ moft ttrenuoufly 
ma.otained the fincerity of the Eng- 


lif’ government in the prefent ne- 


{ 1On, 4; Mthe ¢ ectorial par- 
ty, W! aflerted the contrary, no 
| rj ed igainit the con- 
‘ tor t ory 1 Inter t- 
} me i ), al O1 ar ( y 
fiil! ' { the mode in which it 
WV lf 
Live rectory, who wi “ed the 
i ral Kiety which in tof 
lord Imefburv had occ 1, 
ut vho felt toe we to ¢ re- 
fj iaitvy which the concduétine 
| } ib negotiation would lay on 
t! , relieved themfelves ina con- 
f te degree from the burden, 
bi fling everv. official paper 
een 
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Jowed the fame plan with refped to 
his official converfations with the 
minifter of foreign affairs, the wi hole 
of the hegou lation became pul blic ; 
and however different m Lay be the 
opinions refpecti ng g the claims of the 
different partes : it appears evident 
that the hope of peace between 
Englandand France was entertained 
by neither of the cont eading pow. 
ers. During the ne; gotia ition, the 
directory ha vd fent to Vienna to 
found the imperial court with re. 
ipeét to a general; armiftice, and 
th re polhibility of making a feparate 
peace. The en )peror ; erfevered | in 
the engagements he had formed 
with the E nglifh court ; poh the 
death of the emprefs of Rurffia lead 
him to treat a revival of the a ppli. 
cation in Italy with more r {ped 
alt ough J juit fufpicions might have 
arifen from a know ledge of the dif. 
terence of charaéter between the 
emprefs and her fucceffor, that the 
intentions of the former in fupport 
of the war would be carried into 
execution no further than the latter 
was bound by the moft {trict and 
formal engagements. The tone of 
cenfure which the emperor of Ger- 
many had affumed after his late 
fuccefs on the Rhine with refpee 
to thofe princes who had made their 
fepurate peace with the repul blic, 
was anfwered by the particular re- 
monftrances of Paul I. (to whom 
the French government had lott no 
time in maki applic: ation) with 
refpedct to _s a iation the duke of 
Wirtembe rg, —andalfo by the ftill 
more lofty declaration of the king 
ot Pruiha, who offered his | protec: 






tion to anv of thefe prin ces who 
fhould claim it in defence of the 
treaties they had made with the 
French rey ublic. To give efficacy 
to this declaration, after fignil Ing 
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and made preparations as if hoftili- 
ties had already heen declared, and 
as if the campaen Was about to 
open. Mott of tue pring es who had 
made peace with the French repub- 
lic joined themfelves to this new 
confederation: and though the pru- 
dence of the imper-al cabinet pre- 
vented it from immediately noticing 
the affair, it appeared that peace 
between thefe two Courts was not 
likely to be of long continuance. 

With difpofitions {fo evidently 
hoftile to each other, and with 
claims fo oppofite, ic was morally 
certain that no negotiation could at 
that time have fucceeded. The 
srounds on which the Engl cabi- 
net founded its préteafions, the 
copquefts made on France and Hol- 
land, inftead of operating on the 
minds of the directory as reafons 
for concluding a treaty of peace, 
were provocations of no trifling 
force to give frefh vigour to the 
war. Although the conquefts made 
by England of the colonies belong- 
ing to thofe countries, were of fome 
importance ; the directory, who had 
formed a fecrct alliance with Pruf- 
fia on the one hand, and concluded 
aformal treaty with Spain on the 
other, the proteiled object of which 
Was tie humiliation of England, 
flattered themfelves that they fhould 
regain them on eafier terms than by 
making conceflions; the very de- 
mand of which by the Sritifh cabi- 
net, they confidered as contemptu- 
ous and infulting, 

Had it been pofible for the 
French republic to have come to 
any terms of reciprocal compenfa- 
tion fo far as re{pected its own con- 
wares with the emperor and the 
Briti cabinet, the demands made 
vy the latter in the memorial which 
reipected Holland, were fo utterly 
lacompatible with the enzagements 
ead treaties by which France was 
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bound to that country, that the ne. 
gouution muft have failed in this 
point, had fuccefs attended itin eve. 
ry other. As, on the one hand. the 
independence of the Dutch repubs 
lie was recognifed not only by 
France, but fecretly by Pruflia and 
Spain, and the various powers with 
whom the French government had 
made peace, fo their eftablifhments 
and colonies in the Ealt and Wett 
Indies were fo far guaranieed to 
them by this latter power, that the 
reititution of them to the Dutch was 
made an alfured condition of paci- 
fication with England, 

- The interefts therefore of the 
Dutch republic were fo united with 
thofe of the French, that no propo- 
fition could be littened to, which 
affected its independence. The 
conititution which was to ferve for 
the balis of its future government, 
was prefented to the Dutch con- 
vention during the period of this 
negotiation; aud the formation of 
fuch a government as flhould ablo- 
lutely exclude the return of the 
{tadtholder, and the removal of the 
influence of the Englith cabinet in 
Holland, was an indifpenfable ree 
guifite on the part of France. The 
directory had frequently urged its 
formation with as much delicacy 
as was compatible with the national 
independence, Although the Dutch 
convention was in perfect harmony 
with the French government'wita 
refpect to the abfolute rejection of 
the ttadtholder, many of its mem- 
bers felt a predilection for various 
parts of their former government, 
fuch as the divilion of the provin- 
ces, and the mode of levying con- 
tributions. On this point a divi- 
fion arofe in the alfembiv as foon as 
the commiflioners had prefented the 
plan which they had formed. This 
divifion had previoully token place 
in the commiffion: for, while one 

. 24 part 








































































280 BRITISH AND 


part regarded the equal levy of tax- 
es as unjuft, fince one province 
would thereby be chargeable with 
the debts and expences incurted by 
other provinces, by which thofe 
provinces alone were benefited, 
another party, overlooking this po- 
litical inconvenience, declared, that 
if this mode of feparating the in- 
terefts of the provinces was efta- 
blithed, the unity of the republic 
would be endangered, and the re- 
turn of the abufes of the former 
government, and even of the go- 
vernment itfelf, would be facili- 
tated. So anxious were certain 
members in enforcing this fenti- 
ment, that a deputation was pri- 
vately fent to Paris to requeft the 
interference of the directory in 
fupport of what they called the 
unity of the republic. This appeal 
to another power for the regula- 
tion of their domeftic concerns, 
which was a virtual furrender of 
national independence, was receiv- 
ed by the directory with coolnefs, 
and rejcéted without deliberation. 
The unity of the republic, which 
was formally recognized as the 
principle of the conftitution, put 
an end to this tchifm on the 1 of 
December. The plin of the can- 
ftitution, which had formerly been 
protetted againft, was admitted by 
the aflembly for deliberation; and 
a committion of feven members 
was named, to make a report on 
the motl eligible mode or confoli- 
dating the ancient debts of the pro. 
yvinces; which olrect had hitherto 
been the principal caufe of divifion, 
as it was thd point which atfected 
moft nearly the private jntereft of 
the reipedtive parties, 

\mong other projects of hoftility 
winch the French eovernment had 
meditated againit Great Britain, the 
invation ot Ireland was that which 
had engaged moft ferioufly their 





attention. They had judged, from 
the fpirit of difcontent which dif. 
covered itfelf in that country 4. 
gainft what was deemed the op. 
preflion of the Englith govern. 
ment, that an attempt on their part 
to deliver it from the yoke would 
be welcomed and feconded by the 
inhabitants themfelves ; and they 
were alfo inftru€ted that the lofs of 
Ireland would be eminently injuri- 
ous to the navy of Great Britain, as 
it was in a confiderable degree 
manned, and altogether vi¢tualied, 
from the fertile foil of that country, 
The firft attempts of the French to 
plant an intereft in Ireland have 
been the fubject of the courts of 
Englifh judicature, and are there. 
fore well known: whatever hasfince 
been effected, will probably not yet 
make a part of hiftory. 

The expedition had been deter- 
mined on early in the fummer; but 
various circumftances had delayed 
its execution, till a period when 
nothing but the certitude of fuc- 
ceis could have juftified the enter- 
prize. When the fleet was on the 
point of departure, a mutiny, on 
account of the enlifting fome hua- 
dreds of foldiers to make part of 
the expedition, who had been con- 
demned to the galleys for various 
military offences, caufed new de- 
lay, together with the tardinefs of 
admiral Richery’s fquadron in join- 
ing the fleet at Breft, which con- 
fiited of eighteen fhips of the line, 
thirteen frigates, twelve  floops, 
with tranfports, and had on board 
twenty-five thoufand men, under 
the command of general Hoche. 

The departure of the fleet on the 
1oth of December was not attend- 
ed with happy aufpices, as fome of 
the thips of the line were loft in 
the paflage of the Raz, and others 
damaged. The deftination of this 
tieet was kept a profound — 
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for the great publicity which the 
French government affected to give 
to an expedition to Treland, made 
it generally difbelieved that this 
was really its deftination ; and, 
from the length of time which 
elapfed before any vieings of the 
fleet arrived, it was concluded that 
an attack on Jamaica, or the Por- 
tuouefe fettlements, was the object 
of the enterprize: when, on the 
3ift of December, the fquadron 
under vice-admiral Bouvet returned 
to Breft, from the bay of Bantry, 
on the coaft of Ireland, Having 
anchored in this bay, he had there 
remained for fome days, waiting 
the arrival of the frigate which 
conveyed the commanders in chief, 
and which had been feparated from 
the fleet in a ftrong gale of wind, 
the day after its departure from 
Breft. As the general was the 
only perfon entrufted with the 
orders of government, and as it 
was impoflible, from the tempeftu- 
ous weather, to remain any longer 
in the bay, Bouvet, notwithftand- 
ing the remonftrances of the com- 
mander of the forces on board, who 
infifted on landing the army, fet 
fail for Breft with the veffels under 
his command; where he arrived in 
fafety, and was followed at different 
periods by the reft of the fleet, 
except two fhips of the line and 
three frigates, of which one fhip of 
the line and two frigates foundered 
at fea; another frigate was taken 
by the Englifh, and another fhip 
of the line, after having fought a 
confiderable time againft two Eng- 
lifh fhips, threw herfelf on the 
coaft, in order to avoid being cap- 
‘ured. As the firft news of the 
deftination of this fleet was the 
hiftory of its failure, the project 
became the fubject of general ani- 
madverfion. The fafe return of 
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would haye been captured by the 
Engiihh, calmed the public effer- 
veicence ; and the government, 
throwing the whole caufe of the 
failure on the winds, confoled it- 
felf alfo by having experienced that 
the boafted fuperiority of the Bri- 
tifh navy was no certain obftacle 
to the fuccefs of a future invafion. 
The court of Rome, having re- 
je&ted the propofitions offered by 
the French commiilioners as the 
conditions of peace, refolved to try 
the force or fortune of its arms 
againft thofe of the French re- 
public. Although abandoned by 
the court of Spain, and the powers 
of Italy, who had concluded their 
re{pective treaties of peace with 
France, his holinefs flattered him- 
felf that the deliverance of Italy by 
the imperial armies, which were. 
once more affembling to attempt 
the relief of Mantua, would fave 
him from the humiliation of laying 
his religion and his fovereignty at 
the feet of apoftates and infidels, 
Full of this affurance, he had re- 
jected, almoft without the trouble 
of examination, the renewed offers 
of negotiation which the directory 
made after the rejection of the con- 
ditions already propofed by the 
commiffioners. Buonaparte, in the 
mean time, had previoufly addrefled 
a letter (26th Oftober) to the car- 
dinal Mattei, archbifhop of Fer- 
rara, on the breaking up of the 
former negotiation, and the cef- 
fation of the armiftice, which he 
terms a laft effort to bring the 
pope to conditions more moderate 
and more conformable to his true 
interefts. Reminding the cardinal 
of the force and courage of the 
republican armies, he entreated him 
to repair to Rome, to advife with 
the pope concerning his real fitu- 
ation; obferving to him, that peace 
was the wilh of the republic, and 
his 

































cfs 


his own defire alfo, fince bj that 
means he hoped (o end a conten, 
as it was to hinfelf without 
alfo without glory. 


afte r wainne the 


~» 


which 
dans er was 
The ardinal, 
events ve Gx weeks, anfuered Buo- 


laparte’ s Jetter by a memorial, in 


' 1 
which he inftructed the Prench 
general, that his holinefs, as fove- 
re) gn pont iff, and depefitary on 


earth of thefe pr epts of which 
the faviour of mankind had piven 
the example to his faithf 1 difci- 
ples and the whole world, | id been 
alw ays dilige nt to preferve hara OnYv 


and yeace in the great family of 
Crriftians; for which he was in- 
clined to make every reafonable 
facrifice. He defcribed the ex- 


treme forrow which he had felt, as 
the common father of the faithful, 
for feveral years patft, in 
France delivered over to fuch wild 
excefles, and the children of the 
church plunging themfelves into 
fuch horrible diforders; trufting, 
by means of the gen'lenets with 
which he treated the wander- 
ers, that God would cure them 
of their blindnefs, and bring them 
bac k to the fold. sut fo far was 
this fpirit of meeknefs, which had 
led himto renounce every worldly 
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fideration, and make the 


feeing 


con mott 


cConliderabie lacrifices to keen peace 


between the ecclefiafiical ft tes 
and France, from having its dave 
effect, that, bhoded by the flic 

of their arms, the French overn- 
met, after fh aring the fheep to 
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» Were now wae r to 
aqgevour bim: having exacted from 
the pope the facrific of his foul, 
of the fouls of thofe committed to 
his care, nd the ov erthrow and 
total dettruction of re ligton, the 
gofpel, wma the ¢ rch. Al { 
at fuch daring atteinpts, his boli 
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in fo dreadful a conjuncture. The 


holy ghoft, the cardinal obfervea 
had no doubt infpired him in b rine. 
ing to his recolleétion the Cxam ok 
of the martyrs; for, after aving 
folicited the French dined torv r. 
vain to lifen to Inore reafonable 
terins, he was deci led to trv the 


chance of war. He reminded the 


general, that while death, wish 
which a taseatcogs them, was 
only the entran Cg of good men into 
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eternal | appinel , it ; as the end of 
profperity to the wicked, and the 
beginning of ther punifliment and 
remorfe, Hfintis g to him, that his 
army, though formidable, had not 
always been invineible, he ob. 
ferved, that, who itever ridicule {cep- 
tics might caft upon f{piritual arms 
vet, if it pleated divine Pr 

dence, the French legions might 
become a fatal ex imple of their ef. 
fica V. As glory of « onque 

lng tie Pope, he admitted that it 
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Was uot yreat but as to t! e dan- 
Rer, the confidence his hohaefs 
placed in heaven would not fuffer 
him to beheve ia there was any 
dang: r but for he French general 


and his alle : 
Maving thus defcribed the pope's 
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ing peace increafed) had ftrength- 
ened the pope in the determination 
he had taken of trying the fortune 
of war. To give ethcacy to his 
decifion, he ordered extraordinary 
levies to be made in the ecclefiafti- 
cal fare. His army was to be re- 
inforced by a confiderable corps of 
German troops, and count Colli 
was appointed Lo take the comm ind, 

The views of the court of Spain 
were no longer concealed from the 
holy fee. It the total deftruction 
of the papal power was not a facri- 
fice made to France, which was 
ftrongly fufpected, the hope of ag- 
grandizement to the duke of Parma 
was believed to have influenced that 
court in confenting*to a difmem- 
berment of the ecclefiaftical ftate. 
Azzara, the Spanifh minifter, had 
withdrawn from Rome in difguft, 
and had ceded his place, as me diator 
between the pope and the French 
republic, to the Neapolitan ambaf- 
fador at the papal court. In vain 
did the commilfury of the French 
republic at Rome, aided by M. Del 
Vafto, renew his applications, and 
urge his holinefs to fentiments of 
peace with the Trench republic ; 
in vain did the marquis of Manfre- 
dini afiure the miniiter of the holy 
fee, that the converfations he had 
held with general Buonaparte af- 
forded the moft certain grounds for 
coming to {peedy and more reafon- 
able terms of accommodation than 
had been offered by the French 
commithoners, or than had even 
been propofed at the armiftice. 
The pope, beheving that the French 
Were unwilling to carry the matter 
to extremes, yet, fufpecting that 
intereft alone had infpired thefe 
entiments of moderation, tempo- 
nized as long as his treaty with the 
emperor was doubtful; but, as foon 
aS it was concluded, he broke off 
aed negotiatio with the French, 
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and refolved, with the adiftance of 
his ally, to reft his caufe on the 
valour of his army. 

The warlike ardour of the pope 
was but ill feconded by his fub- 
jects, many of w hom were more 
anxious to welcome the French to 
Rome than prevent their arrival, 
The government had long fince 
fallen into contempt; and the ftr g 
gle of the papal army with the 
victorious legions of France feemed 
rather an object of ridicule than 
apprehenfion. The vigilance of 
the inquifition or the police could 
no longer prevent the walls of the 
public places from being the he- 
ralds of what were efteemed by the 
government impious or feditious 
libels ; and the ** fenate and people 
of Rome,” and the triumphs of the 
Capitol, were themes of dread and 
exultation, according to the hopes 
and fears of the reigning or revo- 
lutionary party. With exultatioa 
no longer concealed, the enthufi- 
aftic Italian detailed his vifions of 
glory, and triumphed in the Ap- 
proaching rettorauion of his country, 
if not to her ancient dignity and 
{fplendour, at leaft to that liberty, 
whic h, on the revival of letters, 
rendered city of Italy the 
nurfery of genius, and raifed up 
thofe illufirious poets, painters, and 
hiftorians, who rivalled the mott 
celebrated names of antiquity, and 
who threw as much luftre around 
their Country by their proficiency 
in letters, the fciences, and the arts, 
as their remoter ancettry had done 
by the progrefs of their arms. 

Whilftthe pope was making pre- 
parations to detend his ttates, the 
four confederated cities of Bologna, 
Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio, had 
formed their refpective conttitu- 
tions, and named deputies for a ge- 
neral congr {s, to determine vy 
what bonds of union they fhould 
hence- 
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henceforth be connected, and whe- 
ther they fhould remain federate 
republics, or become a republic 
one and indivifible. The inhabi- 
tants of Lombardy beheld with 
anxious eves the ftrides which their 
neighbours to the fouth of the Po 
were making towards liberty and 
independence, while themfelves 
were kept under military reftraint, 
and entertained well-founded ap- 
prehenfions with refpec to their 
future deftiny. Thefe fears were 
not idle or imaginary, fince it was 
generally underftood that the li- 
berty of the people of Lombardy 
was to have been made the facrifice 
to peace, if the emperor had liften- 
ed in time to any terms of accom- 
modation. Although the French 
eovernment would have attempted 
co excufe this act of perfidy by the 
plea of ftate neceffity, the inhabi- 
tants who had paffed through the 
inconveniences of acquiring free- 
dom, fuch as requifitions, and con- 
tributions of every kind, were not 
difpofed to enter into the views of 
the French diplomacy, and become 
the victims of the ¢ price or policy 
of either power. The permiffion 
given to the towns on the fouth of 
toe Po to form themfelves into 
covernments agrecably to their own 
shoice, revived the hopes of their 


Trantpadanic neighbours; but as 


they bod not vet obtained fimilar 
permiflion to become free, the ci- 
° . " smrnnai? ’ } > we er aa. 
t is Compofing the general ad 
mimitration of Lombardy, requeft- 


-! leave from the French com- 


ander at Milan, to fend a depu- 
tation to fraternize with the con- 
erely of the Cifpadane republics, 
who were about to affemble at 
Reggio. This humble requeft was 
vot only granted, but the prudent 
commander, in order to diminifh 
or remove the lufpicion of the real 
catte of the deliv, t 
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in the letter by which he gave by; 
confent, to exprefs his great fatis. 
faction in the proofs which the 
people of Lombardy gave of their 
attachment to. the fundamental 
principles of the liberty of narions 
as if for the firft time he had made 
the difcovery; and which he pre. 
tended to colleét from the defire 
they now evinced of witnefling the 
progrefs made by thofe whom he 
called their elder brethren, while 
he affured them that their own Jj. 
berties were preparing under the 
aufpices of the French republic, 
The deputies from the four con- 
federated cities affembled in con- 
grefs on the 27th of December at 
Reggio at the appointed time, and 
unanimoufly agreed to form their 
re{fpective republican governments 
into one general republic. 

The republic of Geneva oppof- 
ing patience and fteadinefs to the 
infinuations and menaces of the ad- 
vocates in the French government 
for the confolidation of the two 
republics, had continued, amidft its 
political tempefts, to frame a con- 
ftitution for the bafis of its future 
adminiftration. This conftitution, 
of which a legiflature compofed 
of cighty-three members, an exe- 
cutive power of four fyndics, and 
a judicial tribunal, were the prin- 
cipal outlines, contained alfo arti- 
cles, of which, fome for their into- 
lerance, and others for their mi- 
nutenefs, were held to be unne- 
ceflary and exceptionable. The 
meafure and prices of liquors made 
part of their conftitutional aét, and 
a belief in the doétrines of Calvi- 
nifm was a neceffary condition of 
the rights of citizenthip. ‘Though 
no othcia!l intercourfe took place 
between the government and the 
French republic, the contempt ol 
the latter for this incongruous la 
bour was not concealed. 
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The executive power of the Ge- 
hevan republic, ftrengthened by the 
conftitution, proceeded with firm- 
nefs to inquire into the caufes of 
the late diforders, and punifh the 
authors of the revolt; and though 
the parties in Geneva ftill pre- 
ferved their ufual differences in 
political opinions, all agreed on 
{fupporting the government, as the 
only mode of enfuring order and 
tranquillity. 

Whilft a fufpenfion of arms, 
agreed on by the generals who com- 
manded on the lower Rhine, had 

ut an-end to this dreadful cam- 

ign in that quarter, the upper 

hine was ftill died with the blood 
ofthe contending armies, who were 

rofufely fhedding it in the attack 
and defence of the fortrefs of Kehl, 
and the redoubt on the bank of the 
river oppofite to Huningue. This 
redoubt, againft which the whole 
force of the imperial army in that 
quarter was directed, had been 
thrown up by the French after they 
had etieéted their paflage acrofs the 
Rhine, on the retreat of prince 
Charies before the republican, ar- 
mes into Germany. After gene- 
tal Moreau had inade his retreat 
back to Huningne, the French ftill 
kept pofleflion of this redoubt on 
the German fide; and a mutual 
cannonade had been kept up at 
long intervals, between this fort 
and the Auftrian batteries, without 
effet. At : Auffrians 
fucceeded in | bridge 


breaking the 
ae my . ; 
of boats, land im the 
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Rhine, where a batterv traced for- 
merly by Vauban had been lately 
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opened all their batteries on thefe 
works for fome hours, but withoue 
effect, attempted, on the fecond of 
December, under favour of a dark 
night, to take the rland by fur- 
prize. The commander of this ex- 
pedition, having {elected eighteen 
hundred men, fucceeded at frit in 
gaining poflefiion of the iiland; but 
the French, recovering from their 
diforder, made fuch efietual refitt- 
ance, that the imperialifts were re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. ‘The 
Auftrian commander was killed on 
the ipot, and the French general 
died the next day of his wounds. 
As the battle was fought in the 
night, the Auftrians were aided in 
their retreat by the perfidy of cer- 
tain Swils officers, who fuffered 
them to pafs over the neutral ter- 
ritory of Balle; tor which violation, 
on the requifition of the French, 
they were fent by the magiftracy 
of Baile to prifon. 

In the mean time, prince Charles, 
having aflembled his forces againft 
the fort of Kehl, and having found 
means, from the ill conftruction of 
the advanced works, and other lo- 
cal difadvantages, to eftabliflt mor- 
tar batteries within a favourable 
difiance, began to bombard it, 
Finding thit the French were re- 
folved to defend it with vigour, he 
determined to make a regular fiege, 
and, after drawing a line of cir. 
cumvalation, opened his trenches 
on the 25th of November, and 
began a cannonade, which lafted 
without iatermiflion fifteen days, 


during which time the Auftrians 
were repulfed with contiderable 
lots, in the various attempts which 
they made on the fortrefs, and the 
tds which commanded the bridge 
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of the arch-duke for fome time, 
when the Auftrians, by the renewal 
of their attack on the 2sth of De- 
cember, began to make the de- 
fence of the fortrefs an enterprife 
of danger and difficulty, by de- 
flroving again the comnrmnication 
with Strafhurg, in breaking the 
bridge, and damaging the boats fo 
ds to render them ufelefs. Having 
finifhed the feconed parallel, the 
Auftrians attacked aad carried the 
French camp, and the battery called 
the Wolf-hole, which protected it, 
The French, driven into thé for- 
trefs, were then ralliéd by gefietal 
Lacombe, who led them on fo the 
attack, and having made the retreat 
of his troops impoflible by de- 
ftroying thé bridges which they 
paffed in rallying from the fortrefs, 
repulfed the Auftrians with confi- 
derable lofs. The imperialifts a 
few days after returned to. the 
charge with redoubled fury, and 
again carried the camp, and ano- 
ther redoubt which they defend- 
ed with great valour againft the 
French, who fucceeded, after a 
bloody conteft, in retaking it. The 
cannonade redoubled on each fide ; 
and Keh! was in a few days nearly 
reduced to a heap of ruins, when 
the imperialifts fucceeded in ano. 
thet attack on thé camp, of which 
they retained the poffeffion. 

The French were now over- 
whelmed by the artillery of the 
Auftrians, who had planted their 
cannons in their very batteries; as 
their communications with the op- 
pofite bank were entirely cut off, 
and no further affiftance could be 
afforded, a capitulation was pro- 
pofed by general Defaix, who wait- 
ed in perfon on prince Charles, 
The prince would not confent to 
the conditions which were propot- 
ed. Defaix refufed to make any 
change, andobferved, that he fhould 
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make ufe of his lat refourge 
* What refource have you lefs he 
inquired the arch-duke, The 
French general replied, that he h ad 
fo many men, and fuch a quantity 
of powder remaining ; and that ra. 
ther than fubmit to a difhonoura. 
bie capitulation he would blow up 
the Auftrian camp, and both ap. 
mies fhould perifh in one common 
ruin. The atch-duke immediate} 

figned the capitulation, and left the 
French twenty-four hours to tranf. 
port to the other fide the remainder 
of the ftores and artillery which 
had been employed by them in the 
glorious refiftance this fortrefs had 
made. 

The advantages gained by the 
Auftrians in the capture of this 
fort, were greatly counterbalanced 
by the delay it occafioned, and the 
loffes they fuftained. The French 
at that advanced feafon could have 
made no hoftile incurfion into Ger- 
many, not having the means of ac- 
complifhing any important obje&; 
and a flight army of obfervation 
would have been fufficient to have 
kept them within the lines of their 
fortrefs. The refiftance, on the 
contrary, which they made, was at- 
tended with benefits equal to al- 
moft any of their moft brilliant 
victories. 

By the defence of this fort and 
that of Huningue, the imperial 
army on the Upper Rhine had been 
kept in a ftate of continual mo- 
tion; their troops had been ha- 
raffed, their regiments thinned, and 
the ftores of Mentz, Manheim, and 
Philipfburg, entirely exhaufted. 
But of ftill greater importance was 
the lengthened entployment of the 
Aufrian troops in that quarter, 4s 
it counteraéted the plan formed by 
the arch-duke of pufhing bis con- 
quefts on the left fide of the Rhine, 
which, on his victorious return ." 
the 






































the centré of Germany, he might 
have found an operation of no dif- 
ficult achiévément; or nat 1s full 
gn objedt of greater confideration, 
the refiftancé made by the French 
reventéed him from feriding off the 
neceflary reinforcements to genét al 
Alvinzl, who Commanded the Au- 
frian arihy in the Tyrol, atid who 
was now collecting forces from 
every quarter with redoubled acti- 
vity th Attempt once inore the de- 
fverance of gefieral Wurmfer itil 
hut up in Mintua, did effect the 
étpullioh of the French from Italy. 

Ry the fiirrender of this fortréfs, 
the caiipaign’ of 1795 was Con- 
cluded on the-Rhine, as the fate of 
the redoubt oppofite Huningue 
was détermitiéd by that of Kehl;a 
campaign which had effeéted, in the 
fpace of a few monthis, miore than 
has been beforé achieved during 
the continuance of the longeft 
war; which had fhaken Europe to 
its foundations, had made it one 
vait theatre of carnage, and ftained 
with blood every river, from the 
frontiers of Holland, to the Adria- 
tic guiph, “To the French it was 
eminently glorious; for, although 
they had been compelled to eva- 
Cuate the country on the eaft of 
fhe Rhine, they had fucceeded by 
their irruption, not only in de- 
taching almoft the whole of the 
German princes from the coalition 
againft them, but in ftrengthening 
their alliance with the king of 
Pruffia, and fowing fuch diffenfion 
between that court and the houfe 
of Auftria, as would be likely to 
produce a rupture between thofe 
powers, and probably end in the 
luovertion of the German empire. 
In addition to thefe advantages, 
the invafion of Germany operated 
@ powerful diverfion in favour of 
fe French armies in Italy, who 
bad now gained potleflion of the 
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moft fertile part of the emperor’ 
dominions, and laid the founda. 
tion of republican government 
both in fhe imperial and eccle 
fiaftical ftates ; detaching alfo from 
the coalition in that quarter the 
king of Sardinia, to whom peace 
was granted on fubmiffion almot 
unconditional, and to the court of 
Naples, who gained it on cafer 
terms through the mediation of 
Spain. With that power a new and 
hore intimate alliance had been 
formed againft England, whom 
both agreed to regard as their com- 
mén enemy. 

On the failure of the late nego- 
tiations not onjy every hope of 
peace was vanifhed, but the war 
On the contihent feemed to be 
taking a wider courfe, a {till more 
deftructive range... New combina- 
tiohs and coalitions were torming 
between the various powers in Ger- 
Many ; and vigorous preparations 
were niade for the continuance or 
commencement of hottilities be- 
tween the contending parties, pro- 
digal of life and treafure, already 
as profufely fhed as if both could 
have no end. 

What may be the poflible refult 
of thefe combinations, we fhall not 
even dare to conjeéture. The af- 
fairs of Europe appear to be fituat- 
ed in that truly critical {tate, that 
the fate of nations fecems to de- 
pend upon the moft trivial acci- 
dents or events. The fyftem etta- 
biifhed by the ftatefmen of former 
ages has been completely overs 
thrown, partly by t.c activity and 
violence of its opponents, but 
chicily by the wretched biunders, 
and miferable and puerile conduct 
of thofe who pretend to be its fups 
porte rs, 

From the immenfe and formida- 
ble power which France has ac- 
quired, much will doubtlefs depend 
Upon 




















































































































da? 









































Se Fe (ee eee 
eo 
































2 eer 














"eee . SE ae 





283 BRITESH AND 


upon the ftability of her govern- 
ment. But even on that fubject, 
we do not fcruple to confefs that 
we more than doubt. The ape: 
riment is a great one, and as ha- 
zardous as great, whether any form 
of a republic be fuited to an ex- 
tenfive country and a denfe popu- 
lation; but, however that may 
prove, in the prefent conftitution 
of France we have always forefeen 
the feeds of its own diffolution. 
‘There feems no connecting band 
of union or interéft between the 
two councils; much lefs between 
the councils and the executive di- 
rectory. <A difagreement among 
the members of the direétory them- 
felves muft fruftate every meafure 
for the public good; and, in cafe 
of a difagreemeyt between the 
councils, we much fear that the ap- 

eal would be to force and the 
Frord, 

It is a moft lamentable miftake, 
and it has arifen chiefly from that 
childifh attachment to what is 
hew, to conceive it neceffary to 
make the feflion of the legiflature 
ermanent, inftead of convening it 
% a limited time fufficient for the 
difpatch of the neceflary bufinefs. 
Such an arrangement cannot fail 
to engender faction ; to infpire am- 
bition with the moft deftructive 
proje&s, and to excite the moft 
fatal jealoufies in the breafts of 
contending parties. It is opening 
a theatre for difcord, a fchool for 
vanity. In this refpeét‘the Ame- 
rican conftitution pofleties almoft 
infinite advantages above the 
French. The fhortnefs of their fef- 
fions prevents the growth of fac- 
tion, or the protraction of bufinefs ; 
and the exclufion of a numerous au- 
dience confines the {fpeakers to the 
ufeful rather than the ornamental, 
and renders the aifembly a proper 
dclibcrative councilinftead ofamere 


oratorical exhibition. When 
neceflary bufinefs is concluded, the 
members difperfe > In the bofom 
of their own provinces they Con. 
tract a ftricter union with their 
conftituents, and become better 
rt gio with their fentiments. 
and in retirement their {pirits on 
cooled, and their party animofities 
are forgotten. 

The bufinefs of government, at 
leaft in time of peace, (and religion, 
humanity, and policy itfelf, imperi- 
oufly command men to follow 
peace” at all times) might, we are 
confident, be rendered much more 
fimple than it is ufually confidered 
to be; and that, only by affignin 
to each department its proper a 
{pecific functions. ‘The legiflative 
and executive powers have little in 
common, and could fcarcely inter- 
fere, were the funétions of each 
but once defined. The executive 

ower would then naturally divide 
itfelf into two branches, that which 
fuperintends the adminiftration of 
juftice within the ftate, and that 
which maintains the external re- 
lations with foreign powers. The 
adminiftration of juftice, ina well 
regulated republic, we aflert, ought 
to be totally independant of what 
is ufually called the government, 
and ought to be confided to judges 
appointed under every poflible cir- 
cumftance favourable to their in- 
dependence, and to juries felected 
by lot. The funétions then of 
minifters would in time of peace 
be very limited, eafy, and fimple, 
They would have only to maintain 
peace by every poflible expedient, 
and to preferve the commerce ol 
the nation from unjuft infraction. 
This fimplicity, this definition of 
powers, we do not difcover in the 
French conftitution ; and there- 
fore we predict that the day 1s at 
no great diftance, when the aation 
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fhall once more be the wretched 
yidim of faction, and perhaps of 
civil war. 

To thefe errors may be added 
another fcarcely leis fatal, the fef- 
fon of the legiflature in the me- 
fropolis, that dreadful theatre of 
fedition and tumult, that vortex of 
difipation, vice, and corruption. 
The propenfity of the Parifians 
alfo to political difcuffion, and to 
political affociations, is an ill-boding 
Grcumftance. The government of 
clubs has before, and may again, 
fuperfede that of the conftitution. 

Should the prefent conftitution 
of France be fubverted, the change 
will probably be an advance to- 
wards its former defpotifm, rather 
than an enlargement of that liberty 
which the people have endeavour- 
ed toeftablifh. ‘he changes, on 
the contrary, which may be ex- 

&ed in other countries, will cer- 
tainly, in the prefent temper of 
mankind, be fuch as fhal! vi a the 
bands of oppreflion, arreft the pro- 
grels of cruelty, and in fome re- 

pe& improve the condition of 
man. Thefe changes will firft take 
place in the finaller ftates, where 
the people naturally maintain a 
clofer intercourfe, and have fenti- 
ments more in common and better 
known to each other than in larger 
communities, where, confequently, 
the difcontented par-y will be able 
to forin itfelf into a more compact 
and more efficient body. Yet the 
Combinations which we have in- 
umated to have been formed a- 
mong the more powerful ftates, and 
which, in our next voluine, we fhall 
be able more diftinétly to explain, 
May perhaps precipitate even their 
Own fate, and produce an effe& di- 


reetly oppofite to the intention of 
their fremers. 


In the mean time, that fupreme 
vilible Providence, whofe omni- 
1790. 
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fcience mocks the thort-fighted 
policy of men, may interpofe fuch 
events as fhall render abortive the 
foad vifions of the moft accom. 
plithed ftatefman. Such an event 
we have flightly noticed in the 
courfe of this chapter, — the death 
of the emprefs of Ruffia. This 
extraordinary woman terminated 
a life of fixty-feven years, and a 
reign of forty-four, on the 6th of 
November, 1796. Her death was 
generally afcribed to an apoplexy, 
attended with an extravatation of 
olood ; for, on the morning of the 
sth, fhe was found by her attend- 
ants fenfelefs on the floor of her 
private clofet. To enter into the 
detail of her hiftory, would be to 
narrate the principal political tranfs 
actions that have convulfed the 
European world for a feries of 
years; and, yet it is from her life 
that her character would be beft 
appreciated. ‘The means by which 
flie afcended the throne are well 
known : they are written in blood, 
and bear that hideous character, by 
which the voice of God and na- 
ture has defignated the moft fla- 
grant of human offences. Yet if 
ambition prompted her to crimes, 
we mutt in candour allow that wan- 
ton cruelty was not one of her 
vices; and that, if fhe was an ufurp- 
er and a defpot, fhe ftill was not 
a tyrant. The adherents of her 
hufband found the'r fidelity to 
their mafter overlooked by the cle- 
mency of her whofe defigns they 
had oppofed ; and fome, whom a 
mind of lefs compafs and genero- 
fity would have facrificed to its re- 
fentments, were attached by ho- 
nours and rewards, 

Unfortunately, ambition in a fo- 
vereign is commonly more fruitful 
of human mifery than the moft 
frightful tyranny; and the blood 
which was fhed by Cathering 
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during a reign of almoft uninter- 
rupted warfare, bears a more de- 
cided teftimony to the natural or 
habitual depravity of sher hestt, 
than the moft capricious excetles of 
the worft of the Roman tyrants. 
fo accomplifh her ends, too, fhe 
feldom hefitated with refpect to the 
means : with her, weaknefs was al- 
wavs a crime; and to want the 
means of defence was fufficient at 
all tines to excite her rapacity. 
In common with her affociates, the 
defpots of Auftria and Pruffia, her 
inemory muft fhare in all the infa- 
my attendant on the plunder of 
Poland ; and while fhe approved the 
horrid and difgufting matlacres of 
limael and Warfaw, fhe becomes 
an acceffary in the crime. 

Of her talents the world have 
conceived much more favourably 
than of her principles; and with 
juttice. Yet fhe was a perfon of 
more ability than of wifdom; and 
her conduét evinced that fhe was 
either deficient in found infurma- 
tion, or that her judgment was the 
dupe of her pafions, It was not 
an acceflion of territory that Rutlia 
wanted; it was population, in- 
duttry, and the arts of civilized 
lite, all of which the military fvitem 
is direétly calculated to retard, 
Though fhe acted, however, upon 
a mifiaken fyitem, yet it muft be 
contefled that her meafures were 
wot purfued upon the fame weak, 
narrow, and indecifive principles, 
which characterize thofe of the o- 
ther courts of Europe; and her 
policy in engaging the neighbour- 
tng potentates in an ablurd and 
abortive league againtt the French 
rep tbhic, while fie ftoc d aloof her- 
feif ata moft cautious diftance, if 
al was not great and honourable, 
was certainly not unwife. She. in- 
deed, prided herlelf upon her di- 


plomati¢c abilities, and regardea 
with contempt the majority of mo. 
dern ftatefmen. For the talents of 
the prefent minifter of Great\py. 
tain, fhe is well known to have en. 
tertained no degree of refpec : and 
this humble opinion of the capaci. 
ty of the perfon with whom fhe 
had to contend, may be feen jg 
the whole of the negotiations re. 
{pecting Oczakow. 

Of her internal regulations, fome 
are highly deferving of eommen. 
dation, fuch as the reform which 
was undertaken at her command 
in the Ruffian fyftem of jurifpre. 
dence ; but in her arrangements in 
general there was more of oftenta- 
tion than of utility. Her patronage 
of letters proceeded more from the 
love of flattery than of {cience; 
and (fo delufive is felf-love) while 
the expected, by her munificence to 
thofe whofe labours guide the fen- 
timents and govern the opinions of 
mankind, to fecure herfelf a fitua- 
tion high in the records of fame, 
it is by literary men that her cha. 
racter will be tranfmitted to pofte- 
rity as an objet of execration. 

Her death muft caufe a material 
alteration in the politics of Europe. 
It is probable that her ambitious 
{pirit would not much longer have 
regarded with quietnefs the aggran- 
dizement of the French; wolels that 
crooked policy, which fhe always 
purfued, had induced her to take 
advantage of the troubles of ku- 
rope, to cruth and plunder jome of 
her exhaufted neighbours. The 
prince by whom fle is fucceeded, 
has hitherto evinced in his con- 
duct none of his mother’s Gil- 
pofitions, but her clemency and 
munificence. He appears to bea 
lover of peace, and has re ndered 
himfelf dear to the friends of jultice 
and humanity by his liberation of 
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the gallant Kofciufko, and the other 
brave but unfortunate patriots of 
nd. 

ro reviewing the fate of Europe 
at this eventful crifis, it would be 
3 matter of ferious exultation to 
us, if we could difcover any thing 
which promifed to reflore to our 
deprefled country her ancient pro- 
fperity, and to repair the injuries 
and mutilations which her ancient 
conftitution has fuftained. But the 
profpect is only pregnant with hu- 
miliation and with forrow. We 
fhall therefore content ourfelves 
with once more ftrenuoufly entreat- 
ing every Englifhman to think (for 
it is his duty to think), and to ex. 
amine the facts for himfelf. He 
who determines to act upon the 
judgment of others, is at leait in 
danger of acting wrong; but he 
who weighs with an impartial mind 
the evidence on both fides, what- 
ever may be his talents, will, ia 
political affairs, feldom fail of form. 
ing a juft conclufion. Nothing in- 
deed can be more injurious than that 
defpicable empiriciim which would 
perfuade the people that fuch an 
examination is above their capaci- 
tes, or that politics is a fcience re- 
mnoved out of the vortex of com- 
mon fenfe; and the maxim is the 
more abfurd and pernicious, when 
we reflect that the active powers of 
government are often exercifed by 
men whofe abilities and whofe in- 
formation are even inferior to thofe 
of others who dare not perhaps 
teafoa on their conduct. ‘The evi- 
ence to which we refer will be 
found in the desares of parliament ; 
there, every argument is urged by 
the ableft advocates on both fides; 
there, every falfe aflertion may be 
tefuted ; there, every dubious prin- 
Ciple is acutely invettigated. On 
this account we have always been 
particularly attentive to this de- 
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partment of our work; finee no 
man can be well and accurately 
informed on the ftate of public 
affairs, who has not carefully pers 
ufed and impartially examined 
the tranfactions of parliament. 

Though, however, we with not 
to influence the judgment of any 
reader, we may yet be permitted 
to direct his attention to certain 
points, as more interelting in the in- 
Veitigation than others, and indeed 
as abiolutely neceffary to the forme 
ing of acorrect judgment on the pree 
{ent {tate of this country. 

The mott immediate and pretl- 
ing obje& of inquiry undoubtedly 
refpects the origin and caufes of 
the prefent war, and whether it 
was in its commencement necet- 
fary or not. As the firft excute fer 
interfering in the difpute with 
France was the propofal for open- 
ing the Scheldt to the Low Couns 
tries, the fair inquirer will firft atk, 
whether the fecuring to the Dutch 
the exclufive navigation of that 
river was a reafonable object on 
which to lavith millions of Britith 
treafure, and to fhed oceans of Bri- 
tifh blood? The next pretext was 
the decree of the 1gth of November 
1792; and the natural inquiry will 
be, why we were more immediately 
intere(ted in that decree, than other 
nations which happily contented 
themfelves with a prudent nevtra- 
lity? He will next afk, whether 
on thefe topics every reafonab.e 
fatisfa¢tion was not, offered by M. 
M. Chauvelin and Le Brun? whe- 
ther M. Maret’s miflion. was not to 
put into the hands of the Britifh 
minifter a fecure and valuable 
pledge of peace? and why the 
humble folicitations of Le Brun, 
after hoftilities had commenced, 
were rejected with a chidifh arro- 
gance, almoft bordering: on in- 
fanity ? 
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Thefe are fa&ts, and to facts only, 
on fuch an gccafion, it can be right 
toappecl. But it is moft ftrangely 
alleged further, that we were betet 
at this unfortunate crifis by a num- 
ber of domefie enemies, and that 
thefe could only be fubdued by a 
foreign warfare, The argument is 
worthy of the caufe, and of its au- 
thor; for it needs only to be fairly 
ftated, to appear ridiculous. We 
confefs that to us the anfwer of 
M. Le Brun always appeared to 
fuggeft a much eafier and more 
rational remedy:—“ If you have 
bad citizens among you (faid he) 
have you not laws to coerce them?” 
The candid inquirer will, however, 
not fatisfy himfelf either with the 
aflertion or with the reply. He 
will require clear and decifive in- 
formation refpeéting the rezlground 
of appreheafion from domeiiic ene- 
mies. He will afk, whether mini- 
fters might not be deceived ihem- 
felves, or whether they might not 
conceive it their intereft to deceive 
others? He will afk who were 
thefe domeftic enemies, and of 
what defcription? He will find, 
on inveftigating evidence, that, in 
the latter end of 1792, fome tradef- 
men and mechanics in the metro- 

polis, not exceeding a thoufand, 
and fcarcely amounting to that 
number, aflociated together for the 
purpofe of promoting a parliamen- 
tary reform; and about half the 
number in Sheffield and its vicini- 
tv. That fome f{peculative repub- 
licans might mingle in thefe focie- 
ties, is poflible; yet he will remem- 
ber that the moft furious republi- 
can fentiments generally proceeded 
from the {pies whom adminiftra- 
tion thought proper to employ in 
thoie jocieties. He will find that 


not all the weight, activity, 3 
powers of government, eoyld fix 
upon a fingle individual connegeg 
with thefe focieties, a charge of 
treafonable practices. He will then 
inquire what is become of thefe 
formidable domeftic foes, the bare 
apprehenfion of whom forced ys 
into the war? Are they become 
converted by the minifter's aroy. 
ments? are they at once transform. 
ed, from fierce and fanguinary |e. 
vellers, to peaceable and deceng 
citizens? or is it that in realj 
they never exifted, and a falfe 3. 
larm has only fubfided ? 

Yet let us not be hafty in our 
conciufions, — let us weigh the ar. 
guments on every fide. It has been 
afferted that enough was proved to 
evince the dangerous defigns of 
thefe anti-conftitutional focieties*: 
— it has been proved that they 
fought a parliamentary reform; — 
and a parliamentary reform, it is 
alleged, is the next ftep to a revo- 
lution. This is indeed a wide and 
ferious topic of difcuffion; but it 
is not. neceffary to inveftigate it 
here. The proje of parliamentary 
reform, whatever it be, is the child 
of Mr. Pitt,—if not the natcral, at 
leaft the adopted offspring of that 
minifter ; he introduced it into pubd- 
lic notice, — he brought it into fa- 
fhion. — For its merits or demerits 
he is re{ponfible. — He has not ret 
formally difciaimed it;— he has 
quibbled about the time, — but he 
has not manfully retracted his er- 
ror, if it be one; and let it not be 
faid that what was wholefome, nu- 
tritive, and pleafant, in 1782, could 
be poifonous and fatal in 179} 
If a parliamentary reform lead toa 
republic, if its natural tendency be 
to that form of government, 14 


* It was faid by fir James Saunderfon, Gr John Mitford, alderman Curtis, or forne othet 


@ the great oraci¢s of adminifration, 
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that it moft end, at whatever time 
it be adopted. With the example 
of France before our eves, the ad- 
yances might, it is true, have been 
more rapid; but without it they 
would not have been lets certain. 
Thofe who are adverfe to a reiorm 
of parliament muft concur i thefe 
fentiments; thofe who approve it, 
will {mile at their apprebenfions, 
The fecond fubje&t of invettiga- 
tion will be the conduét of the war; 
and, in purfuing this, the inquirer 
will probably be forced to one of 
thefe two conclufions,—either that 
its objects, “ indemnity for the 
paft *, and fecurity for the future,” 
were impracticable at the firft; or 
that thofe objects have not been 
urfued in fuch a manuer as to 
induce a fuccefsful iffue. It will 
not improve the argument, to e- 
feape from the dilemma, by faying 
that the Britifh minifters were de- 
ceived and difappointed in the 
courfe of events; they fet out with 
the faireft hopes; but they calculated 
upon means which it was not af- 
terwards in their power to com- 
mand; they calculated on the ap- 
parent weaknefs- of their enemy, 
and on the fidelity of their allies. 
We are nat writing to prove the 
incapacity of minifters; but if we 
were, this argument, which is the 
moft common in the mouths of 
their adherents, is the very argu- 
ment we fhould employ. They 
ought to have known the refources 
of the enemy; they ought to have 
afcertained the dependance which 
might be placed on their allies. A 
real flatefman forefaw thefe diffi- 
culties and objeG@ions, and fore- 
warned minitters of them. It is the 
part of a ftatefman to calculate well 
his means beforehand, and te enter 
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into no conteft where he cannot 
eniurea conclufion that thall at leaf 
not be difattrous ; it is the part of @ 
weak, a and fhort-fighted 
man to plunge precipitately inte 
danger, to ftake the blood and the 
treaiure of a nation on the caft of a 
die, on what is vulgarly termed 
* the chapter of accidents.” or, in 
fafhionable language, * exilting cir. 
cumftances.” 

Are the minifters and their ad- 
herents, who are now as clamorous 
for peace as they ever were for war, 
then confiftent? This is another 
important branch of the inquiry. 
No one object of the war has been 
obtained; if ever then the war was 
“ juft and neceffary,” it is * juft 
and neceffary” flill. Are the French 
lefs formidable becaufe they have 
been vi€torious? or are republican 
principles lefs dangerous becanfe 
they have been fuccefsful? Alas! 
neither our foreign nor our domef: 
tic enemies have been fubdued; 
neither have the former been annia 
hilated in the field, nor the latter 
on the fcaffold. Hardy, Tooke, 
and Thelwall flill exift, and Buona- 
parte is victorious! and yet peace, 
which was ruinous in 1792, before 
we had deftroved our commerce 
and doubled our taxes, is expedient 
and defirable in 1797. Either then 
thofe are confiftent, who ftill ad- 
here to the minifter’s declaration in 
1793, that * the fafety of Britain is 
incompatible with the exiftence of 
a republic in France ,” or thofe who 
have uniformly afirmed that the 
war was never either juft or necef- 
farv; that it bad its origin in in- 
fanity, or a folly bordering on in- 
fanity ; and its iffue in calamity and 

humiliation. 


The laft obje& that calls for par- 


te is not eafy to fay what was meant by indemmty, before any hoftile a@ was com- 
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ticular attention is the effects of the 
war; and thefe will alfo be moft 
fatisfactorily collected from the de- 
bates of parliament. In this the 
inquirer muft not fatisfy himfelf 
with afking, whether, if we had 
preferved our neutrality, our com- 
merce was likely to remain undi- 
minifhed? but, whether or not it 
was likely to have increafed? He 
will not reft contented with falla- 
cious ftatements concerning ex- 

orts and imports, which include 
Fapplies for fleets and armies; but 
he will look at the aétual ftate of 
the country. He will, perhaps, fee 
the neceTaries of life almoft doubied 
in price, and yet the national wealth 
actually diminifhed. He will com- 
pare the pasion of the country 
with its fituation during the cala- 
mitous American war ; and he will 


find that the actual depreflion of 
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the funded property of the natl 
in a comparifon between thefe twe 
periods, isnow more than twenty 
cent *. He will find, that, jn thefe 
four years of mifery and difcomg, 
ture, the public burthens are aQually 
doubled. — He will find a frigh fq) 
deficit in the national finances: that 
the expenditure, even in the event 
of an immediate peace, mutt exceed 
the income by four millions a year: 
and that, in the event of another 
campaign, even that deficit mutt be 
immenfely increafed +. 

It is to this alarming difcovery 
we muft awake from our dreams of 
conqueft and of glory. The evil ig 
now hid from the eyes of an unre. 
tlecting multitude, by the glare and 
pomp of military arrangement, and 
by a falfe fpendour that only daz, 
zles to deceive. —May heaven avery 
the awful confequences ! 


* In the American war, the extreme depreffion of the flocks was when the three fer 


gents. were at 54:—we have fince feen them at 45; and yet £18 at prefent, when coma 
ared with the price of commoditics, is fvarcely equal to //,30 in the Americap wan 


¢ See the carl of Leuderdale’s eaceblcat tracts on the Anances, 
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JANUARY. 


t. N Wednefday laft, Mrs. 

Marvy Reed, widow of Wil- 
liam Keed, efq. who died at Berke- 
lev, in April, 1794, was fully com- 
mitted to Gloucefter gaol, on fuf- 
picion of having poifoned her huf- 
band, 

It appeared, on the examination, 
that, about two years ago, a fuf- 
picion arofe, that captain Reed had 
poifon given. to him in fome 
broth; that finding himfelf indif- 
pofed, he went to lie down on the 
bed; that while he was there, fhe 
went up to fee him; that her 
brother followed with a broom- 
ftick, and ftruck him thrte violent 
blows over his head ; that fhe im- 
mediately called out murder, and 
her brother efcaped. A medical 
gentleman being fent for, came 
and dretied his head, and left him 
about fix in the evening, obferv- 
ing that there was no danger of 
death from the wounds; but, at 
bine o'clock captain Reed expired. 
Mrs. Reed applied the fame even- 
ing for a coffin to be made, and 
withed to have him buried the 
Hext day, faying, that as he died 
fuddenly he would not keep ; 


which circumftance yiving rife to 
a fufpicion, he was opened by a 
“rgeou, and a fomething being 
ound in his ftomach, which was 





given toa dog, proved his imme 
diate death. On this evidence, the 
coroner’s jury fat on the body of 
captain Reed and gave a verdict of 
wilfud murder. 

The brother of Mrs. Reed a- 
bovementioned, was found dead 
about four days after the deceafe 
of captain Reed, and is fuppofed 
to have fhet himfelf with a blun- 
derbufs found lying by him, his 
head being blown to pieces. 

At the time this fhocking affair 
took place, Mrs. Reed was ex- 
amined before the coroner's jury, 
and difcharged for want of evi- 
dence. Ina late trial of an ation 
brought by Mrs. Reed againft the 
Roval Exchange affurance office, 
for the recovery of 2000]. the 
amount of a policy of affurance on 
the life of captain Reed (who died 
within a week after the execution 
of the policy) fome fufpicious cir- 
cumftances arofe, which induced 
Mr. Mingay, her counfel, to fub- 
mit to be nonfuited, rather thin 
urge the trial farther, and occafi- 
oned Mrs. Reed te be apprehended 
a fecond time. 

Carlton-houfe, Fane 7 This 
morning, between ning and ten 
o’clock, the princels af Wales was 
happily delivered of a princefs. 


His royal highnefs the duke of 
Gloucefter, bis grace the arch 
bifiop of Canterbury, the lord 
chan- 
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chancellor, the lord prefident of 
his. majefty’s council, his grace the 
duke ot Leeds, his grace the duke of 
Devonfhire, the earl of Cholmon- 
deley, lord chamberlain, and the 
earl of Jerfey, mafter of the horfe 
to his royal ites the prince of 
Wales, the right honourable lord 
Thurlow, and the ladies of her 
royal highnefs’s bedchamber, were 
prefent. 

12. In confequence of a dif- 
pute at the Opera houfe, on Sa- 
turday evening, between major 
Sweetman of the Independents, 
and capt. Watfon, of the goth re- 
prs thefe gentlemen, attended 
»y their feconds and furgeons, met 
refterday morning near Cobham. 

he combatants were pofted b 
the feconds, at the diftance of ten 
yards; but major Sweetman who 
was fhort-fighted, complaining that 
he could not fee diate. capt. 
Watfon called out to him to ad- 
vance till he was fatisfied. He 
advanced to within four yards, 
when both parties fired together. 
Capt. Watfon’s ball went in at 
major Sweetman’s right breaft, and 
came out at his left. He fell, and 
inftantly expired. Capt, Watfon 
was wounded in the upper part of 
the thigh, but is in a fair way of 
recovery, the ball having been ex- 
tracted. 

16, Yefterday came on a caufe 


of importance to al! diffenting con- 


gregations throughout the king- 
dom. The proteftant diffenting 
chapel at Kenfington had been 
rated to the poor * the overfeers 
of that parifh. The truftees of 
the chapel at firft paid the tax, 
but afterward objected, and ap- 
qcaled to the parochial veftry meet- 
ing, when the rate was confirmed. 
From this decifion, the truftees of 
the chapel appealed to the former 
puarter feflions, but by motion of 
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the counfel for the parith, the ap. 
= was adjourned over to the fol. 
owing quarter feffions, which was 
held yefterday. Meflts. Sylvefter 
and Knowles were counfel for the 
appellants, and meffis. Fielding and 
Conft for the refpondents. The 
refpondents’ counfel argued, that 
wherever an erection took place, 
and covered a piece of land, as an 
object of value, it became taxable 
to the fupport of the poor of that 
parifh in which it was fituated; 
and that the truftees had an in- 
tereft and profit in, and were to 
be confidered as proprietors and 
occupiers of, this building, and as 
fuch were liable to be taxed.— 
The counfel for the appellants ar. 
gued, that the truftees were mere! 
nominally fuch, on behalf of the 
fubferibers to the building of the 
chapel; that they had no peculiar 
intereft in, nor derived any benefit 
or profit therefrom ; what the cons 
OS sae paid, was by volun 

ubfcription, the whole of whic 
went to the fupport of the officiat- 
ing minifter, and the expenfes of 
public worfhip, Evidence was ad, 
duced in proof of thefe facts, and 
the truftees offered to come for- 
ward and {wear that they never 
had received, and that they never 
would receive, the fmalleft reim- 
burfement for the expenfes they 
had been at from the annual fub- 
fcriptions, which were folely ap- 
propriated as above. The chair- 
man, Mr. Mainwaring, remarked, 
that Mr. Fielding’s pofition could 
not be admitted in the broad way 
he had ftated it ; for many Charita- 
ble foundations, churches, &c. 
were not liable to taxation; the 
truftees or governors of St. Luke's, 
&c. were not taxable, although it 
was cuftomary for the nurfes to 
receive a fee on the admiffion of 


every patient; nor were or 
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. be taxed, although the 
Berton a benefit rn the 
voluntary fubfcription of his hear- 
ers. The juftices determined in 
favour of the truftees of the chapel. 
—A fimilar decifion took place 
laft year at Guildhall, on an ap- 
of the truftees of the meeting- 
fe, in Hare-court, Alderfgate, 
inft the demand for rates by the 
cers of that parifh. 
a5. Yefterday, George Colley, 
an Englifhman ; Francis Cole, a 
black ; and Michael Blanche, and 
Emanuel Batha, two Spaniards, 
were brought before the admiralty 
feffion, at the Old Bailey, being 
charged with the murder of Wil- 
liam Little, captain of an Ameri- 
can fhip, called the American Ea. 
gle, in the chops of the Channel, 
on the 28th of October lait. The 
firft two only were then tried, and, 
‘after a long examination of wits 
nefles, were found guilty. The 
two latter being foreigners, their 
trial was poftponed tiil this day, 
in order that they might have their 
privilege of a jury half foreigners ; 
but this, in the fequel, they: were 
induced to wave; and, on the con- 
clufion of the trial, Blanche was 
found guilty, and Batha acquitted. 
26. Yefterday morning, at a 
quarter before nine o’clock,. the 
wder-mills belonging to Mr. 
ill, at Hanmer, a mile and a 
half from Hounflow, and twelve 
from town, were blown up, ow- 
ing, it is faid, to the fevere friction 
occafioned by the iron works not 
being properly oiled. The flames 
communicated to a lighter in the 
mill river, containing thirty bar- 
rels of powder, which alfo went 
of with a moft tremendous fhock. 
he concuffions were diftinctly 
felt throughout the whole of Weft- 
minfter and St. George’s Fields, 
force of which aétually flook 
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many perfons in their, beds, an 

faggered others who mag, 
ing in the ftreets. At Hounflow, 
every houfe is more or lefs damag- 
ed. Scarcely a pane of glafs hag 
efcaped, and at the King’s Head 
even the window frames are 
thattered to pieces. At Ifleworth, 
Twickenham, and Brentford, the . 
people were fo much alarmed, that 
they quitted their dwellings, and 
many of them ran about the ftreets 
a confiderable time half naked, 
Several of the houfes are very con. 
fiderably injured. Not a veftige 
of the mills is left ftanding ; and - 
Hounflow heath is covered with 
bricks and tiles. The number 
of lives loft on this dreadful oc» 
cafion is not yet correétly afcer- 
tained; bat four men are known 
to have perifhed, viz. three who 
were in the mills, and one in the 
veffel on the river, who have leit 
large families to lament their fhock+ 
ing fate. The lofs of property 
futtained by this explofion is efti- 
mated at near 20,0001]. About 
twenty years ago, the mills on the 
fame fpot were deftroyed by a fi- 
milar accident. 

28. his morning, Francis 
Cole, George Colley, and Michael 
Blanche, were executed at Execu- 
tion dock, purfuant to their fen- 
tence, for the murder of captain 
Little. 

29. Yefterday, a court of com- 
mon council was held at Guild- 
hall, when a letter from lord Chol. 
mondeley to the city remem- 
brancer was read, wherein his lord- 
fhip intimates, that the prince of 
Wales declined receiving an ad- 
drefs of the corporation at Carlton- 
houfe, and ftating that the prince 
had commanded him to fay, * That, 
being under the neceflity. of reduc- 
ing his eftablifhment, he was pre- 
cluded from receiving the addrefles 
(A 3) in 
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(6) PRINCIPAL 


jn a manner fuitable to his fitua- 
tion ;’ ar” his. lordthip requefted 
to have copies of the addrefs, &c. 

Mr. deputy Birch moved, that 
the faid letter be entered on the 
journals of the cofrt; which was 
agreed to. 

The deputy then moved, * That 
his royal highnefs the prince of 
Wales, having ftated that the in- 


adequacy of his eftablifiment pre- 


cluded him from receiving the 
compliments of congratulation 
voted to be prefented to their 
royal highneffes, in a manner {fuit- 
able to his fituation, this court are 
of opinion, that they cannot, cou- 
fiftently with their own dignity, 
fuffer the faid compliments to be 
prefented in any other way than 
the cuftomary form.’ After fome 
converfation, the motion was a- 
greed to, and the remembrancer 
was ordered to convey a copy 
thereof to his royal highnefs. 
Plymouth, Fan. 26. At ten 
o'clock this morning, a dreadful 
le of wind came on at SW, ‘The 
Baton Eaft-India fhip, which ar- 
rived here yefterday from admiral 
Chriftian’s fleet, drove to leeward ; 
and about twelve o'clock ftruck on 
the SW part of Mount Batren, and 
immediately atter parted her cables. 
She then veered round with her 
head to the NW, and ftretched 
acrofs the harbour under her fore- 
top-fail ; but her rudder being beat 
off, by itriking on the Batten, the 
became unmanageable, and was 
drove afliore under the citadel, 
about half paft twelve o'clock, 
when her matts were all cut away ; 
and after beating for feveral hours, 
her back awas entirely broke, and 
fhe is now a mere wreck. When 
the fhip ftruck, the number of 
perfons on board, including fol- 
diers, feamen, women, and children, 
mounted to 500; but, notwith- 
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ftanding the violence of the ff 
not more than four or five perfons 
are fuppofed to have perithed, and 
thofe were carried away by the 
main-maft, and got entangled in 
the rigging. Such was the anxie. 
ty of the foldiers aid feamen tg 
get to land, that many of them 
jumped overboard, and had nearly 
loft their lives by the violence of 
the fea dafhing them on the rocks; 
on which account, fir Edward Pel. 
lew, with a bravery that does him 
inhnite honour, got himfelf con. 
veyed on board the Dutton by 
means of a rope extended from the 
flip to the fhore, and by his able 
conduct prevented the confufion 
that exilted, by affuring the troops 
that he would be the laft man to 
quit the fhip; owing to which, the 
utmoft ferenity inftuntly prevailed ; 
and the men were, by four this af 
ternoon, got out of the fthip, tome 
by means of boats, and others by 
ropes fafiened to the fhore, and for. 
tunately without any more lives 
being loft. 

Portfimouth, Fan. 29. This morn- 
ing, about eight o’clock, arrived 
admiral Chrittian, with the fqua- 
drou under his command, confif- 
ing of the Glory, of g8 guns, the 
Impregnable, Coloflus, Irre/iftible, 
and Trident, of 74 guns each; the 
Lion, of 64; Alcmene, of 32; La 
Prompte, of 28; and Vetuvies 
bomb : together with about 45 fail 
of merchant fhips, of which the 
following Eaft-India fhips form 4 
part, viz. fir Edward Hughes, Bri- 
tannia, Rofe, King George, Sulit 
van, Raymond, Ganges, Contract 
or, Houghton, and General Elliot: 
the reft are Weit-Indiamen and 
tranfports. 

‘This is the remnant, with the 
few ftraggiers which have, at dit: 
ferent times, put back into Piy- 


mouth, Falmouth, Milford, eee 
tohe 
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tare arrived of a fleet 
pot 7 Sion 200 fail, which 
left St. Helen’s about the 8th of 

laft ; fince whey time 
continually beating 
yay ont and tremendous 
of wind and heavy feas, in 
which they have received fo much 
damage, that almoft all the men of 
war will be obliged to go into 
dock. 

[ From every part of - the (land We 
receive accounts of the devaflation oc- 
cajoned by the late hh gh winds, which 
in many places were attended with fe- 
were Rorms. of thunder and lightning, 
by which much damage has been done, 


particularly in the counties of York, 


Cumberland, and Northunberland, 
and in various parts of Scotland. } 

30. On Thurfday the 2gth, 
came on the trial of Mr. William 
Stone, coal-merchant, in Rutland 
Place, Upper Thames-ftreet, for 
high treafon, before lord Kenyon, 
and the other judges of the court 
of King’s Bench, in Weftminfter 
Hall. 

The court affembled at nine 
o'clock; but it was not till half 
after ten, that a fufficient number 
of names had been called over to 
form a jury; when the following 
gentlemen were fworn in; J. Lea- 
der, Tottenham-ftreet, gent. John 
Mayhew, of Horniey, efq. J. Ether- 
ington, of Newington Green, tea- 
man; T. Cole, of Twickenham, 
brewer; Charles Minier, of the 
Strand, feedfman; Daniel Dyfon, 
efq. of Tottenham, farmer; T'. 
Burnett, efq. Laleham: ‘William 
Sumner, of Clerkenwell Clofe, fil- 
verfinith ; J. Larkin, of St. John- 
ftreet, oilman; Peter Taylor, of 
Wapping Old Stairs, blockmaker 
to the Kaft-India company; W. 
Weft, of Tottenham, brewer; and 
Ifaac Dimfdale, of Glafshoufe-yard, 
Alderfgate-Rreet, coachmaker. 


The indiément having. been 
ftated by Mr. Wood, the attorney. 
general proceeded to expatiate. on 
the facts, and the evidence-he was 
to adduce in jupport of them. Mg, 
Stone, he faid,.was charged with 
two fpecies of treafon; the fick, 
with compafiing and imagining the 
king’s death ; and the fecond, with 
contpiring with John Hurford 
Stone, his brother, and with a per- 
fon named William Jackfon, See 
Vol. XVI. p. (30). OF the overt 
acts in proof of thefe treafons, he 
took a very accurate yiew, adding, 
that ia the evidence it would be 
proved, that the French govern- 
ment had employed Mr. J. H. 
Stone and Mr. Jackfon, to gain 


Much intelligence of the fituation of 


this country as might enable them 
to judge of the expediency of an 
invafion. The connexion of the 
gentleman at the bar with thofe 
perfons would be alfo placed be-« 
yond the poflibility of a doubt. 
The former was his brother, alrea- 
dy become a domiciliated French- 
man, and whom he knew to be in 
the confidence and intereft of the 
French government ; the latter had 
heen, to the knowledge of the pri- 
foner, fent over to England by 
Mr, J. H. Stone, his brother, for 
the purpofe of acquiring intelli- 
gence; and, notwithftanding his 
having been fully aware of the 
purpotes ef Mr. Jackfon’s miflion, 
he, neverthelefs, though a Britifh 
fubjeét, had held correfpondence 
with, and affified him in making 
inquiry how this kingdom might 
molt fuccefsfully be invaded, or 
if it would be for the intereft of 
the French government to make 
auy invafion whatever. 

In the courfe of their corre- 
fpondence, it would appear, that 
a great deal was faid about the 
eftablifhment of certain manufac- 
(A 4) tories; 







































(8) 
tories; the parting with his (Mr. 
William Stone’s) houfeat Old Ford; 
and concerning a certain family re- 
fiding at Sheilds, who were involv- 
ed in a law fuit: all which, rr 
feemingly innocent, would be 
found to be an ingenious inven- 
tion to convey a double meaning, 
and that, under thefe fymbols and 
wer aye t the real bufinefs, of the 
moit criminal tendency, was my- 
fterioufly concealed.— It would ap- 
pear too, that Mr. J. H. Stone had 
repeatedly recommended Mr. Jack- 
fon to his brother as his confiden- 
tial friend, ftating, moreover, that 
he was an American gentleman, 
although, in reality, he was an 
Jrifhman; that, confequently, an 
immediate connexion and corre- 
fpondence took place between this 
pretended American gentleman and 
the prifoner; that the former was 
furnifhed by the latter with money 
to effe& his purpofes; that their 
correfpondence was of fuch an am- 
biguous nature as naturally to ex- 
cite fufpicion ; that it was carried 
on under feigned names, that one 
of J. H. Stone's letters was figned 
by the felgned natne of Benjamin 
Beresford; that Jackfon’s were fign- 
ed Thomas Popkins; and the pri- 
foner’s, by his own name reverfed, 
William Ewofs; and that, in the 
beginning of the year 1794, fifteen 
fhips had been loft to this country, 
in confequence of intelligence fup- 
pofed to have been conveved 
through that channel to the ene- 
my. Jackfon, during this corre- 
fpondence, was in Ireland, whi- 
ther he had gone, in order to exe- 
cute his part of the traitorous plan, 
which was to procure fuch intelli- 
gence of the fituation of Ireland, 
and of the difpofition of the peo- 
pie, as would beft enable the 

rench government the more ef- 
fectually to plan the invafion and 
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reduction of that country, Jack 
fon, he faid, had been ‘conviged 
of high treafon in Ireland, by: 
died fuddenly, before fentence was 
pronounced. The jury had heard 
of the nature of the correfpond. 


ence between J. H. Stone and 
Jackfon, and it was for them to 
judge how far the b gee: at the 

in their pro. 


bar was implicate 
ceedings. 

The attorney-general having fi. 
nifhed, evidence was brought to 
kdentify certain pa and to 
prove the hand-writing of the re. 
{pective parties. One of the pa 
pers read, was ftated to have been 
written by Benjamin Vaughan, 
efq. M. P. for Calne, and to have 
been given by him to the prifoner, 
It appeared to be written with a 
view to defcribe the temper and 
opinions of the people of this 
country, refpecting the then threat. 
ened invafion of the French, and 
purported to fhew the improbabi- 
lity there was of any fuch meafure 
fucceeding, from a variety of 
caufes, viz. that the verdicts which 
were given in ftate profecutions 
were in favour of the court; that 
there was a great readinefs in men 
to inlift in the army; that there 
was little refiftance in prefling men 
into the fea fervice; and that the 
parliament was favourable to the 
war, though its exiftence was 
above half expired; that from the 
ftate of the difpofition of the peo- 
ple, there was every reafon to ap 
prehend that fuch an attempt 
would prove abortive ; and that it 
would be expedient for the French 
to hold out fair and moderate terms 
of peace after fuccefs. Another 

aper was produced, written 4 
In W. Smith, M. P. for Camel 
ford, thewing alfo the impoflibility 
of the fuccels of an attempt to m- 


vade this country ; though not 
written 
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written in fuch ftrong terms as the 


Upon the fubject of thefe pa- 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Sheridan, 
Lauderdale, Mr. beiuires 

. Rogers, were examined in 
pel x had been refpect- 
ively confulted on the fubject by 
the prifoner, and as their evidence 
entirely coincided, we fhall only 

the fubftance of what Mr. 
Sheridan depofed; ‘ ‘The prifoner,’ 
se eerideen fetd, ¢ had been in- 
troduced to him by a Mr. Wilfon, 
who faid, that he (Mr. Stone) 
wanted to communicate to him 
what might be of advantage to the 
country ;and then he (the prifoner) 
faid, that he had had frequent com- 
munications with his brother at 
Paris, and he underftood, from 
thefe communications, that the 
idea of attempting an invafion of 
this country was a plan ferioutly 
and peremptorily refolved upon 
by the government of France; that 
this idea was adopted, and likely 
to be purfued, upon an opinion, 
which was very ill formed, of the 
general ftate of the public mind, 
and the prevalence of general dif- 
content in this country. He then 
itated, that the fervice he thought 
he could effeét, would be the 
means, through this circuitous 
channel of communication, to un- 
deceive the government of France 
pon this fubjeét, and by giving 
them the real ttate of the country, 
and convincing them how little 
could be expected from any thing 
like afliftance, or co-operation, 
from any defcription of men in 
this country, he hoped the confe- 
quence might be, their abandoning 
@ project evidently taken up upon 
falfe information. The prifoner 


then faid, that in order to effect 
this purpofe, he had endeavoured 
to collect the opinions of feveral 


oc tC UR'RENCES, (9) 


gentlemen, political characters in 
this country, whofe opinions he 
thought would be authority to ad. 
vance his object: for this purpofe 
he had had interviews with differ- 
ent gentlemen, viz. Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Vaughan, and one or two 
more. He then mentioned his 
having communicated what Mr, 
Vaughan had faid to him ; he faid 
that gentleman had put his opi- 
nions on this fubjeét into writing, 
and he produced a paper, which 
Mr. Sheridan thought was in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Vaughan, and 
began to readit. Before he finith- 
ed reading the paper, Mr. Sheridan 
{topped the prifoner, not thinking 
this a proper fubject of communi- 
cation. The witnefs alfo told him, 
that he acted very indifcreetly, and | 
that he might be impofed upon by 
this American gentleman, The 
prifoner endeavoured to convince 
him by argument, that he was do- 
ing a meritorious fervice, Mr. 
Sheridan then told him, that who- 
ever this American gentleman was, 
he mutt be fure that all his mo- 
tions were: watched. He faid fur- 
ther, that Mr. Dundas fliould be 
informed of it, and recommended 
him to go and make fome commu- 
nication of the affair to Mr. Dun- 
das. The prifoner feemed to hefi- 
tate about this, and faid, he had 
communicated the buiinefs to a 
gentleman connected with mpni- 
fiers, which gentleman afterward 
appeared to be the Jate general 
Murray. 

After the evidence on this poiat 
had been delivered, john Cock- 
ayne, the fole parole evidence for 
the crown, then gave an account 
of his tranfactions in Ireland with 
Jackfon; but nothing appeared ia 
this to criminate the prifoner. In- 
deed, the court aud jury feemed 
to pay litte attention to the evi- 

dence 
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dence of a man who had avowedl 
formed no other connexion wit 
the parties than with a view to be- 
tray them. 

Cockayne having finiflied his e- 
vidence, the court agreed to adjourn 
till the next day, it being late in the 
evening; and the jury retired to 
accommodations provided for them 
at the Swan tavern, Weitminiter 
bridge. 

The next morning, the court af- 
fembled. at nine o'clock, and the 
evidence for the crown being clo- 
fed, Mr. ferjeant Adair entered into 
a long fpeech in favour of the pri- 
foner, commenting with great acute- 
nets on every point on which the 
evidence turned, and ftaring, that 
from the opennefs and publicity of 
the prifoner’s conduct throughout 
the whole of the tranfactions in 
queftion, no impMation of guilt 
couldattach tohime The eviience 
of Mr. Sheridan, and of the other 
genticmen, who had {tated their 
corwerfations with lim, was en- 
tirely in his favour; fullv evincing 


that he was actuated by the view of 


ferving bis country, by deterring 
the French from an invafion. Even 
the evidence of Cockayne, the fole 
witnefs for the crown, was alfo in 
his favour; for this man declared, 
that though he was in the highett 
degree of confidence with fackton, 
he could never tind out what were 
his views. How then could he 
Gnd out what were the views of the 
prifoner, with whom he had only 
a fhort acquaintance?) = And he had 
further tlated, that he had had ¢e- 
veral converfations with | ckfon, 
in company with Hamilton Rowan, 
and other pertons difaedted to the 
continution of Ireland, relatwe to 
certain communications propofed 
to be made to the then government 
of France; and vet, in all thefe con- 
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verfations, the name of Stone wag 
never mentioned. 

Inconclufion, ferjeant Adair ano. 
logized for the length of time be 
had detained the court, but the 
feelings of the jury would point out 
to them it was his duty. He de 
clared, that had it~been his own 
cafe, he would have ventured to 
truft his life and his honour to the 
jury’s own interpretation of the 
evidence, without making a fingle 
comment on it. But clear though 
it was, he could not, confiftentiy 
with his duty, do fo ip the cafe of 
another perfon. It was under this 
imprefion he felt bound to go ftill 
further—and although there was 
not one fingle tittle in the evidence 
that could authorize them to fay 
there was any treafonable intention 
in the pritoner, he would yet, ih 
order te remove any doubt which 
might remain in the mind of the 
mott doubtful, produce witneffes 
to the good intentions of the prifon- 
er; or, in other words, in con- 
firmation of the evidence of the 
crown; witnefles, who would thew 
the publicity with which Mr. Stone 
diiclofed the fo much complained 
ot correfpondence, even on the 
public exchanye (a degree of open- 
nets incompatible with guilt), and 
convince the jury, that the prifoner 
was as incapable as any other man 
of diflovaltvy or traitorous inten« 
tions. 

Several witrreffes were then call 
ed; who fully proved the publicity 
of the prifoner’s conduct, in free 
quently and openly reading his cot 
refpondence with his brother. Mr. 
Samtel Toulmin, and other gentle 
en, gave him a verv refpectable 
chara¢ter; and the Rev. Thomas 
Tay lor, the Rev. A. Barbauld, and 
the Rev. John hiddell, dec lared, 
they had never heard of, or feen, 


any 
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any thing in his conduct of a ten- 
dency to diflogalty or difatfection ; 
on-thecontrary, that he was edu- 
cated in, and had always profeiied, 
inciples favourable to the contti- 
tution, and to the Hanoverian fuc- 
ceffion. One witnefs, in wom ular, 
that he had often heard 
Mr. Stone fay, that * he muft bea 
‘madman and a fool that withed 
‘for any alteration in the coniti- 
‘ tution.’ 

When the evidence for the pri- 
foner was ended, Mr. Erikine fol- 
lowed up, in a very animated 
fpeech, the impreffion already made 
by Mr. ferjeant Adair. ‘The foli- 
citor-general then rofe in reply. 

Lord Kenyon then gave his 
charge to the jury. On'the one 
fide, he faid, it was necetlary to ob- 
ferve the moft {crupulous attention 
with refpect to the life and honour 
of the perfon accufed ; for, in cafes 
of blood, too much caution could 
never be preferved. On the other, 
the intereft, fafety, nay even the 
prefervation of the community, 
were alfo objects of the moft im- 
portant moment. The crime im- 
puted to'the prifoner was the higheft 
and moft atrocious that could be 
committed in any fociety, inaf- 
much as it neceflarily went to the 
deftruction and diffolution of the 
community, and tended to tear 
alunder all the bands of law and 
order, by which mankind are pro- 
tected and kept together. 

The indiétment confifted of two 
counts. The firft was, compafling 
and imagining the death of the 
king, and the fecond charged the 
prifoner with adhering to the king’s 
enemies. As no manner of evi- 


dence had appeared, that could in 
any refpect {upport the firft count, 
K was to be jeft entirely out of the 
quefiion, and all their confideration 





OocCURRENCES 


(1) 
fhould be direéted to the fecond 


alone. 

With refpeé tothe law on the 
fubje&, it was clearly high treafon 
to fend fuch intelligence by letter, 
or otherwife, to the king's enemies, 
as would give them any ad vantage 
in the conteft with his majefty. 

During the courfe of the long 
trial, had any thing improper been 
urged by the counfel, either for the 
crown or the prifoner, it would 
have been his duty to correé& them; 
or had he then omitted his calling 
them back to the juft line of their 
duty, he would, im his addrefs to 
the jury, have made fuch obfer- 
vations as fhould o¢cur to him on 
that fubre&: but the condué of 
both fides rendered his interference 
inthat refpect unneceflary. A!moft 
all the letters produced in evidence 
appeared to refer to trade only 3 
and not, as has been fuppofed, to 
convey anv hidden political mean- 
ing, except, perhaps, that in which 
mention was made of the family at 
Shields, which had been fappofed 
fymbolic of the French govern- 
ment. That, very probably, might 
be myfterious, as it had been ftated 
by J. 1H. Stone, in a fubfequent let- 
ter to the prifoner, where he faid, 
that the. meaning was abftrufe; but 

Mr. Jackfon, who was fhortly to 
come, would explain it to the pri- 
foner. The jury would be beft 
able to form their own opinion 
with refpect to the influence J. H. 
Stone’s fhare in the whole tran- 
faétion ought to have on their 
minds. He was the prifoner’s bro- 
ther, and feemed on every occafion 
to have domiciliated himfelf a 
Frenchman, as was aecweye stot 
dent in his letter to the prifoner, 
where, when he {poke of the people 
of England, he uniformly ufed the 
exprefiion you ; but when sae 
© 
























































(13) PRINCIPAL 


of that of France, he conftantly 
employed the word we. 

Of all the written evidence, two 
papers only were of any material 
importance in the caufe. Thole 
emphatical papers he would lay 
before them. They had _ been 
found in the poffeflion of the pri- 
foner, and had been written, the 
one by Mr. W. Smith, and the 
other by J. H. Stone, from whom 
it had been fent to the prifoner, 
through the medium of Jackfon. 
His lordthip read both to the 
jury, and Mr, Smith’s paper was 
found to exprefs the impolicy in 
the French of invading this king- 
dom, as the union of the people 
here, their fatisfaction in refpect of 
the government, and other circum- 
ftances, combined to render the 
execution of fuch a project imprac- 
ticable. The fecond paper, which 
was alfo in the form of a letter, ex- 
preffed the fame opinion in reiation 
to England, thoug! it ftated that 
things might not be fo in Ireland, 
After feveral appolite comments, 
his lordfhip obferved, it was very 
material for the jury to confider the 
intent with which thefe papers had 
been written. Under feveral cir- 
cumftances, the writing of fuch 
pees would be no leyal crime; 
ut, however ufeful they might 
have become to the enemy, if an 
evil intention did not accompany 
the writing of them, it would a. 
mount to a ftrong degree of indif- 
cretion, but not to high treafon, 
The jury were, neverthelefs, atren- 
tively to confiier the motives with 
which they had been kept in the 
prifoner’s curftody ; and, if it fiould 
appear to them that they had been 
fo for the purpofe of tran{mitting 
information of the ftate of the 
country to France, in order to be 
ferviceable to their government, 
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then no doubt could remain of the 
criminatity. 

His lordthip proceeded to flate 
the oral evidence; during the courfe 
of which he obferved, that copies 
of the above-mentioned papers had 
been found on — in Trela 
and the originals on the prifoner at 
the bar at the time of his appre. 
henfion. It was for them to cop. 
fider, whether he had them for ap 
Ba rd or traitorous purpofes, 

Mr. juftice Lawrence remark 
it was for the confideration of the 
jury, whether the information, fent 
through Jackfon to France, had for 
its object a defign of ferving the 
French, or averting an invafion, 

The jury retired at eight o'clock, 
and, at about eleven, Teanehe in 
their verdi&t, Not Guilty. 

The words were {carcely pro. 
nounced, when an inftantaneous 
fhout arofe in the court, which was 
loudly joined by a numerous crowd 
in the hall. A gentleman, named 
Richard Thomfon, was obferved to 
have joined in the fhout, and was 
immediately ordered by his lord- 
{hip into the cuftody of Mr. Kirby, 
Mr. Thomfon apologized to the 
court, by faving, that his feelings 
on the joytul occafion were fuch, 
that, if he had not given utterance 
to the joy which arofe within his 
breait, he fhould have died on the 
ipot. 

Lord Kenyon anfwered, that it 
was his duty to fupprefs the emo- 
tions of fuch tumultuous joy, which 
drew contempt on the dignity of 
the court. His lordfhip ordered, 
that he fhould pay a fine of 2ol. for 
his mifconduét, and remain in cuf- 
tody till payment. Mr. ‘1 homfon 
tendered his draught for the fum, 
but this was refufed, and he was 
taken into cufiedy. 


FEBRUARY. 
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FEBRU-ARY. 


s. Yefterday evening, as the roy- 
g] family were returning through 
Pall-mall to Buckingham-houfe, 
from Drury-lane theatre, fome evil- 
difpofed perfon flung a ftone at the 
coach, in which were their majetties 
and the lady in waiting, with fuch 
violence as to break the window, 
and enter the carriage, where it fell 
into lady Harrington’s lap. [4 re- 
ward of 10001. has been fnce offered 
for the difcovery of the offender.) 

6. Yefterday, at a court of com- 
mon council, the lord mayor rofe 
to ftate to the court, the conference 
he had had with the prince of Wales, 
on the fubject of not receiving the 

ratulatory addrefs of the city 
in the ufual form; obferving, that 
in a matter of fo delicate a nature, 
he had thought it his duty to com- 
mit the purport of this conver- 
fation to writing, which, with the 
Jeave of the court, he would with 
to be read. The communication 
was as follows: 

‘In confequence of a letter from 
lord Cholmondeley, dated January 
31, 1796, ftating, that his royal 
highnels the prince of Wales wifhed 
to {peak to me at Carlton-houfe, 
and to give me a private audience 
on Tuefday (but which appoint- 
ment was afterward, by a fecond 
letter, fixed for Monday laft, at one 
o'clock), 1 had the honour of wait- 
dng on his royal highnefs, who ad- 
drefled me by faying—that he had 
fea with concern in the public 
papers, a ftatement of what had 
pailed in the court of common- 
council on Thurfday laft, refpeét- 
ing a letter written by lord Chol- 
mondeley, at the command of -his 
royal highnefs, and fent to the city 
remembrancer, conveying his fen- 
ments on the intended addrefs of 
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congratulation to their royal high. 
nefles, which fentiments he con. 
ceived had been miftaken or mif- 
underftood; or at leafl a very dif. 
ferent conftruction had been given 
to them than he meant, or was in- 
tended to be conveyed by that let. 
ter. His royal highnefs faid, that 
he thought it incumbent on him ta 
preferve a confiftent character; that 
as his eftablifhment, for certain 
reafons, had been reduced, and that 
the neceflary ftate appendages at- 
tached to the character ad rank 
of prince of Wales, did not in con- 
fequence exift, his royal highnefgs 
conceived he could not receive an 
addrefs in ftate, and particularly 
from the corporation of the city of 
London, for which he entertained 
the higheft veneration and refpe@. 
His royal highnefs, therefore, 
thought it would appear difrefpect- 
ful to the firft corporate body in 
this kingdom, to receive the mem- 
bers of it inconfiftently with their 
character and his own dignity. 

After fome obfervations, and pres 
cedents being looked into, it was 
unanimoufly agreed, that the parti- 
culars fhould be entered on the 
records, Sve page (¢). 

7. The prince of Wales re- 
ceived in private the congratulatory 
compliments of both houfes of par- 
liament, prefented by committees, 
in confequence of his royal high- 
nefs, from having reduced his etta- 
blifiment, being unable to receive 
them with the proper dignities of 
his rank. 

8. In the court of king’s bench, 
Ben Lara, who had been conviéted 
for defrauding John Spicer of lot- 
tery tickets of the value of about 
20001, by giving him a check upon 
fir Robert Ladbroke and co. who, 
he pretended, were his bankers, but 
with whom he kept no cafh, was 
brought up, to hear the opinion of 

the 
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the court on the motion in arreft 
of judgment. 

Lord Keryon faid, that the de- 
fendant was a very bad man, and 
had the convittion affefted him in 
the moft ferious manner, he fhould 
not have been forry for it; but in- 
famous as he was, the court muft 
@ifpofe of him according to law, 
and he was bound to fay, that the 
judgment in this cafe ought to be 
arreited. 

The other judges agreed, and 
judgment was therefore arrefted, 
and the prifoner difcharged ! 

Carlion-houje, Feb. 16. On the 
evening of Thurfday laft, between 
eight and nine o’clock, her royal 
highnefs the infant princefs,daugh- 
ter of their roval highnefles the 
prince and prince(s ot Wales, was 
chriftened mm the great drawing- 
room by his grace the archbifhop ot 
Canterbury ; her royal highnefs 
was named Charlotte Augufta: the 
fponfors were their majefties in 

rfon, and her royal highnefs the 
duchefs of Brunfwick, reprefented 
by her royal highne{s the princefs 
royal. 

20. Came on in the court of 
king’s bench, the trial of Kyd 
Wake, indiéted tor hooting and 
hitfing his majefty in his way to the 
houfe of lords, throwing a ‘tone at 
the royal carriage, and calling out 
“Down with George, no war,” 
&c. on the firft day of the prefent 
{efion. Mr. Stockdale, bookfeller 
in Piccadilly, and Mr. Walford, 
hinen-draper, having acted as con- 
ftables on the day, proved the faét, 
and the jury pronounced the pri- 
foner guilty. See Pol. XVI. p. 
(62). 

21. On Friday came on, at the 
Old Bailey, the trial of Mr. Richard 
England, for the murder of William 
Peter T. Rolle, efa. ina duel, about 
twelve vearszeo. The jury brought 








[ February, 


in their verdict manflayehter. and 
the court fentenced him to be fined 
one fhilling, and to be confined ;,. 
Newgate twelve months. i 

23- Laft week, at the Old Bailey 
Mrs. Phipoe, who had been con. 
victed at a former feffions for Sei: 
cibly robting Mr. Courtoy of q 
promiffory note, of the vaine of 
2000]. but whofe cafe had been 
referred tothe judges, ( /ee Vol. XVI. 


.P- 37-) was put to the har, when 


Mr. juttice Afhhurft informed the 
court, that the judges were unani. 
moufly of opinion, that the offence 
of which fhe had been convided 
did not come under the ftatute of 
the 2d of Geo. IT. chap. 25; nor 
was any fuch cafe in the mind of 
the legiflature at the time they 
paffled that law; for the paper, 
which fhe had been convicted of 
extorting, could not be faid to be 
of any value after he had obtained 
his liberty. Befides, it was necef. 
fary, to conftitute the robbery, that 
the party fhould have been in 
peaceable and quiet poffeflion of 
the property ; which, fuppofing the 
paper of value, the profecutor here 
never had had; for even the paper 
on which the note was drawn was 
not his. The judgment therefore 
muft be refcinded. On her appli- 
cation to be difcharged, her coun- 
fel informed her, that fhe muft go 
back for the prefent; but if her {o- 
licitor came to him, he would in- 
ftruét him how to proceed. 
Yefterday, George Crofsley, an 
attorney, was indicted for forging 
an inftrument, purporting to be the 
will of the rev. Henry Lewis, de- 
ceafed, late of the county of Here- 
ford; by which will the property 
of ‘the deceafed would devolve to 
lady Briggs, and throug) her to fir 
John Briggs, bart. with intent to de- 
fraud the heir at law.—After a trial 


which lafted till four this moraing, 
ghe 
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the jury brought in a verdict—not 


wn: day John Henry Gade was 
indi@ed for caufing and procuring 
to be made, a forged transfer at 
the bank of —" for the fum 
of col. The fatts were: the grand- 
father of William Harrifon, a lad 
inlifted in the militia, died, leaving 

. among fome poor relations, 
ol. of which fell to the fhare of 

ifon. By his will, the prifoner 
was made one of his executors, and 
he took his own fon, a lad refem- 
bling Harrifon in years and appear- 
ance, to the bank of England, where 
he pafled him as Harrifon, and 
cauted him to make the transfer, 
with the defign of defrauding Har- 
rifon, and the bank of England. 
The jury found the prifoner guilty ; 
but the court referved a point of 
law for the judges, refpecting the 
validity of the transfer. 

Yefterday, Thomas Sanders Gil- 
lett was tried at the feflion-houfe, 
Clerkenwell-green, under an in- 
di&ment (under the late aé& of par- 
liament) for quitting this kingdom, 
and repairing to France, without a 
licence from his majefty, under his 
fign manual, order of council, or 
proclamation, firft had and obtain- 
ed; he was found guilty, and or- 
dered to be imprifoned in Newgate 
twomonths, This is the firft in- 


diftment under the aé of parlia- 
ment. 


MARCH. 


1. An action for crim. con. was 
lately tried at Dublin, the earl of 
Weitmeath plaintiff, and 
Bradthaw, efq. fon of fir Henry 
Cavendith, bart. defendant. The 
fatts, in proof of the adulterous in- 
tercourfe with the countefs of 
Weftmeath, being fully proved, the 


jury brought in their verdi@ guilty, 
+ , = . ° 
aMe pes 10,000!, 
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8. The Dedalus tranfport, f 
Port Jackfon in New Sth Wales, 
on her paflage home, touched at 
Otaheite. There, to the no fmall 
furprife of the captain and crew, 
they found nine of their country- 
men married, fettled, and living in 
the greateft eafe ald comfort; who, 
being afked how they came there, 
informed them, that they failed from 
England in a South-fea whaler, be- 
longing to meffieurs Calvert and 
co. called the Amelia, which had 
the misfortune to bulge upon a 
rock. Finding it impoflible to fave 
the fhip or any part of the ftores, 
they got into the boat, committed 
themielves to the mercy of the 
waves, and were fafely wafted to 
the fhores of Otaheite. The na- 
tives, not unaccuftomed to the 
colour of their fkin, or the found 
of their language, received them 
with every token of affeétion and 
joy; atligned them lands, and fer- 
vants to cultivate them; adopted 
them into the order of nobility, 
and, as a proof of the infignia of 
their elevation, tattowed them from 
top to bottom. 

Dublin, March 4.  Yefterday, 
about two o’clock, James Weldon, 
late a private in the 7th dragoons, 
was executed at the front of New- 
gate, for high treafon. See Vol. 
AVI. p. (66). ' 

13. The following is the fen- 
tence paffed at Portfmouth, on cap- 
tain Thomas Affleck, late of the 
Amethyft frigate, for the lofs of 
that fhip: ‘* That the lofs of his 
majefty’s fhip Amethyft was occa- 
fioned by her ftriking on a rock 
near the ifland of Guernfey, and by 
a hot. being thereby beaten in her 
bottom; and that the fame was 
attributable to the mifcondué of 
the f:id captain Thomas Affleck ; 
and the court do adjudye hia#fto be 
reduced from his rank on the lift 
of poft-captains to the ae" 
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the faid lift, and to be ingen of 
being again employed in his ma- 
jefty’s naval fervice for the remain- 
der of his life; and the court fur- 
ther agree, that the lofs of the faid 
Ship was not attributable to any 
miicondué in any other of the 
officers or company of the faid 
fhip, and do adjudge them to be 
acquitted.’ 

erby, March16. At the affizes, 
which ended this morning, Sufan- 
nah Morton, aged twenty-three, 
for the wilful myrder of her baftard 
child, and James Prefton, aged fe- 
venty, for aiding, ee 4 and 
aflifting her to commit fuch mur- 
der, received fentence of death, 
and are ordered for execution. 

18. On Saturday laft, David 
Downie, fentenced to fuffer death 
at Edinburgh, for high treafon, 
was liberated from his confine- 
sent in the caftle, in confequence 
of the remiffion granted by his 
majefty on the recommendation 
of the jury. The terms of the re- 
miffion are, that he fhall depart 
from his majefty’s dominions of 
Great Britain and Ireland, within 
ten days after being fet at liberty, 
and never be found therein during 
ali the days of his natural life, un- 
der pain of the former fentence 
being put into execution againft 
him; unlefs he fhall obtain a li- 
cence for that purpofe under the 
royal fign manual. See Vol, XVI. 
p- (28). 

20. This day came on, at King- 
fton affizes, the trial of captain 
Brereton Watfon, for the murder 
of major Sweetman, in aduel, which 
took place in January, at Cob- 
ham. Captain Watfon, ftill very 
ill of his wounds, was carri€d, on 
a fofa covered with black, into 
court. The furgeons refufing to 
be examined, through fear of im- 
plicating themfelves in the crime 





(Marek, 


with which the prifoner 

charged, the trial —*. very a 
and the refult was, that Captain 
Watfon was acquitted, Seep, (4), 

24. On Monday at one o'clock 
the court martial affembled ‘at the 
horfe-guards, to pafs fentence og 
colonel John Fenton Cawthorne, 
of the royal Weftminfter regiment 
of militia. A certificate was read 
from Dr. Reynolds, ftating the co. 
lonel’s inditpofition, and confequent 
inability to attend. The judge ad. 
vocate then intimated his majefty’s 
pleafure, that fentence fthould be 
pronounced, notwithftanding the 
abfence of the prifoner. The opi- 
nion and fentence of the court upon 
the different charges, fourteen in 
number, were then read. 

The following is an accurate 
copy of the firft: “ That the faid 
colonel Cawthorfe received from 
the receiver-general of the land-tax 
for the county of Middlefex, in the 
year 1793, when the faid regiment 
was ordered into actual fervice, the 
guineas, by an act of parliament, 

affed in the twenty-fixth year af 

is prefent majefty, entitled, ‘An 
act for amending and reducing into 
one act of parliament the laws re- 
lating to the militia in that part of 
Great Britain, called England,’ 
directed to be paid by the faid te- 
ceiver-general to the captain or 
other commanding officer, of every 
company of militia fo ordered out, 
for the ufe of every private mili- 
tiaman belonging to his company, 
and for the ufe of every recruit, 
while in adtual fervice aforefaid, 
commonly called the marching gui- 
neas, and did withhold the faid fe- 
veral guineas fo by him received, 
or fome part thereof, from the re 
fpective captains, or other officers 
commanding companies in the faid 
regiment, whereby the faid captains 
or other officers commanding com- 
panies 
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es were prevented from laying 
gut fuch money for the advantage 
of fuch refpective militiamen, ac- 
cording to the direStion of the faid 
9%; and which receipt of the faid 
monev for marching guineas, by 
colone! Cawthorne ; and the with- 
holding of the fame from the cap- 
tains of the regiment, are in direét 
violation of the 1o1ft fection of the 
faid militia act: and a mifappli- 
cation of monies with which colo- 
nel Cawthorne was entrufted, for 
the payment of the foldiers under 
his command, againft the qth arti- 
cle of the 13th feGtion of the arti- 
cles of war; and alfo againft the 
ad article of the 23d fection of the 
faid articles of war.” 

The other charges were generally 
of a fimilar nature, accufing him of 
peculation, of receiving money to 
excufe perfons from ferving in 
the militia, and putting it in his 
pocket without providing fubfti- 
tutes, &c. 

On twelve of the charges he was 
adjudged to have acted in a /can- 
dalous and infamous manner, unbe- 
coming the character of an officer 
and a gentleman, and he was there- 
fore fentenced to be ca/kiered; and 
declared incapable of ever ferving 
his majefty in future. 

The fentence, by his majefty’s 
order, is to be given out in general 
orders, amd read at the head of 
Paty militia regiment in the king- 

[Jn confequence of this fentence, co- 
lonel Carothorne was, in the /equel, ex- 
pelled from the houfe of commons. | 

25. The fentence of the court- 
martial upon lieutenant-colonel 


O'Kelly was delivered on ‘luefday. 
Upon ail the charges but one he was 
honourably acquitted. Thecharge 
“pon which he was 
as follows . 


17yo 


found guilty 
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“VI. For mifapplying and con. 
verting to his own ule, a part of the 
government allowance of coals to 
the militia embodied, and when in 
barracks; by caufing, while at 
Winchelfea, at different times be. 
tween the month of December 
1794, and the roth of May 1796, 
part of ituch coals fo allowed by 
government to the men of the {aid 
regiment then in barracks, to be 
carried into his (the lieutenant. 
colonel’s) own houfe, and there 
contumed; he, the faid lieutenant- 
colonel being, during that time, 
commanding officer at Winchel- 
fea.” 

The fentence is —* That Leute- 
nant-colonel O'helly be fined one 
hundred pounds, and difmiffed his 
majetty’s fervice.”” 

Vienna, March 13. The prin- 
cefs royal of France was prefented 
yefterday at court to a very nume- 
rousand brilliant circle. Her royad 
highnefs was prefented by the em- 
prefs herfelf to the ambafladors and 
their ladies, and to fome other la- 
dies of the firft rank; after which, 
the other minifters and nobility 
were prefented to the princefs. 
The fcene was interefting and af- 
fefting, and particularly fo to the 
imperial family. The princefs roy- 
al was much touched at the atten- 
tion fhewn to her, and ner embar- 
raflinent upon her entering the room 
added luftre to her beauty, as well 
as tothe grace and affability with 
which fhe returned the compliments 
paid to her. Her royal highnefs 
{aid the handfomett things poflible 
to marflals Lafcy, Clairfait, Collo- 
redo, Pellegrini, and to count Traut- 
manidorf, when they were pre- 
fentedto her. Six noble emigrants 
were alfo prefented to the p incefs, 
who received them with much fen- 
fibility. 


(B) APRIL. 
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1. At the laft affizes at Leicefter, 
the only caufe of importance which 
came on to be tried, was an action 
for crim. con. in which the rev. 

ohn Thoroton was plaintiff, and 
Mr. John Whitchurch, an apothe- 
cary and man-midwife, defendant : 
the jury found a verdict for the 
plaintiff, 2000. damages. It is 
fomewhat remarkable, that the la- 
dy’s ennorato is near 60 years of 


age; the is juft 24, and her hulband 
about her own age, by whom fhe 
has three children; the defendant 
is a married man, and has 18 chii- 


rend 
tilVble 


c. Yefterday carne on at Glou- 
cefter aflizes, the trial of Mrs. Mary 
Reed, charged with the wilful mur- 
der of her hufband William Reed, 
efq. inthe month of May 1794, at 
Swanley, in the par ith of Perkeley. 
By the evidence of Robert Edgar, 
it appeared that Watkios (Mrs. 
Reed’s brother) and Mrs. Reed, had 
long concered a »! in to murder 
Mr. Reed by poiton; that Edgar 
was averfe to it, though he acknow- 
ledged that in cafe cf Reed’s death 


he was to have married the widow. 


An illicit connexion had certainty 
iubiifted betwee: tuem. Mi ( yk. 
ol rif , agent to the Roval | 
change company " v¥ 
coming to bim out ! he the 
life of Mr. Reed, wh e atter- 
ward faw In company with 5 
wite and ¢ children: he then 
appeared tn perfect health: his life 
was infured for feven vears, anda 
premium of asi. 17s. Od. was paid 


On the azd of n 
Vv paid ior 
leven vears: and in cale of Vir 


Reed's des ey ae | 
ecu S GCA IN t me. QUIS Widow 


Jim was to be antual 


wasto receive 20001. Onthe 18th 


of the fame moath Mr. Reed died 








IPA L [ Apri, 
having been cruelly beat about the 
head, while in bed, by Watkin 
who, a few days after, killed hig. 
felf. 

Mr. Jenner, furgeon, of Berke. 
ley, depofed his being called in 
to Mr. Reed, in confequence of the 
wounds he received; which he 
however, did not think were the 
caufe of his death, but fuppofed to 
be occaftoned by fome poifon ad. 
miniftered; that, on opening the 
body, he found the ftomach jp. 
flamed, and fome liquid in it, fome 
{fpooutuls of which he gave to two 
dogs, and it killed them. 

Several other witneffes having 
been examined, Mr. yuftice Law. 
rence, in his charge to the jury, de. 
{canted upon the teftim: nv of the 
witneffes with the niceft difcrimi. 
nation; when the jury withdrew, 
and after an abfence of an hour 
and a quarter, returned with a vere 
didt—Not guilty; at which the 
court were evidently furprifed. See 
p.(3). ‘The trial lafted feventeen 
hours. 

o. On Tuefday came on at the 
feflions-houfe. in Clerkenwell, the 
trial of Mrs. Phipoe, who ftood in- 
dicted for an affault on Mr. Cour- 
toy. Some months ago fhe was 
tried at the Old Bailey, on a charge 
of felanioufly and forcibly obtain- 
ing from the faid Mr. Courtoy a 
proniiffory note for 2o000l. but her 


cafe being left to the twelve judges, 
they decided in her tavour, a pro- 
mifory note not being confidered 
asa thing ol value; ‘but was Of- 
dered to be detained for the affault, 
but which fhe gave bail to anf{wer. 
The fame circumftances were ad- 
duced in evidence againft her as ® 
the Old Bailev, and on which the 
jury found her guilty. 

The chairman then faid, that the 
court would take time to confidet 
id ordered her to 0¢ 
9 brougat 


Tne lentence, ai 
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brought up on the laft day of fef- 
fons. Accordingly, thisday, the 
was brought into court to receive 
fentence, which was, that the be 
imprifoned in Newgate for the term 
of twelve calendar months. See 
AC) Yefterday, a court-martial 
was held on board the Orion, in 
Portfimouth harbour, upon vice- 
admiral the hon. William Corn- 
wallis. 
The members-of the court were, 
Prefident, earl Howe, admiral of 
the feet. 

Sir Peter Parker, bart. admiral of 
the white. 

Lord Bridport, ditto. 

G. Vandeput, efq. vice-admiral of 
the white. 

Sir Alan Gardner, bart. ditto. 

].Colpovs, efy. vice-admiral of the 
blue. 

Sir Roger Curtis, bart. rear-admi- 
ral of the red. 

H. Harvey, efq. ditto. 

R.R. Bligh, efq. ditto. 

C. M. Pole, ef@. rear-admiral of the 
blue. 

E. FE. Nugent, efq. ? ce. 

Ch. Powel Hamilton, efq. > oe 

Edmund Dod, efq. aaa 

Judge advocate, fir,George Jack- 
fon, bart. 

No profecutor appeared perfo- 
nally before the court, as the trial 
took place in confequence of an 
order from the board of admiralty, 
which was firft of all read. 

The next paper that was read was 
a copy of the orders that had been 
given to vice-admiral Cornwallis 
mm the month of February laft, by 
the board of admiralty, to proceed 
in his majefty’s fhip the Royal So- 
Vereign, until he fhould arrive at 

arbadoes ; and, with the fqvadron 
under his command, to convoy the 
feveral tranfports, vituallers, &c. 
Which were then deftined for the 
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Weft-Indies. The admiiral’s letter, 
informing the board of admiralty of 
his return, in confequence of the 
damages fuftained by the Royal 
Sovereign, was then read ; and after 
that, the fecond order of the board 
to admiral Cornwallis to proceed 
to the Weit Indies in the Aftrea 
frigate, together with his anfwer, 
giving his reafons why he could 
not obey titat order. 

The charges, -being three in 
number, were then read. The fub- 
{tance of them is as follows: firft, 
that admiral Cornwallis, after hav- 
ing failed from England for the 
Weft Indies, and proceeded a con- 
fiderable way in his voyare, did 
return, contrary to the orde:s he 
had received. Secondly, that nov 
having a fufficient regard to the 
importance of the fituation of a 
commander in chief, he omitted to 
fhift his flag on board of fome 
other fhip of his fquadron, after the 
Roval Sovereign had been difabled, 
in order to proceed, as he ought to 
have done, to the place of his def- 
tination; but that, Mnitead of doing 
fo, he gave his inftructions and the 
command of the CONVOY lO another 
officer. And, thirdly, that after 
his return, be had difobeved ano- 
ther order of the board of admi- 
ralty, by not hoifting his flag on 
board the Aftrea frigate, and pro- 
ceeding to the Weft Indies, as he 
had been ordered by their lordfhips, 

The charges being read, the firft 
evidence produced was the core 
refpondence that had pafled between 
admiral Cornwallis and the board 
of admiralty, by which it appeared, 
that the admiral had proceeded to 
fea, as above ftated, in the Royal 
Sovereign, which in the night had 
come athwart haw/e of, and became 
entangled with, the  Belifarius 
tranfport, by which accident the 
Royal Sovereign had the copper 
(Bb 2) near 
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near her rudder torn off, and was 
otherwife fo damaged as to be un- 
able to proceed to the Weit Indies. 
"This circumftance was ftated in the 
letter fent by the admiral to the 
board on his return, which was 
dated March 14, in which he faid 
he could not proceed in any other 
fhip where he could not have the 
accommodation and comfort he 
enjoyed in his own, and which the 
precarious ftate of his health ren- 
dered neceflary. Italfo ftated, that 
he did not with to delay the con- 
voy, and he had fent it on under 
the command of another officer. 
His other letter, in anfwer to the 
order of the board of admiralty to 
proceed in the Aftrea frigate, ftated, 
that his health would be endan- 

ered by going in a frigate, and re- 
quefted that the board would per- 
mit him to wait until the Royal 
Sovereign fhould be ready. This 
Jetter was produced to fupport the 
charge of difobedience. 

Sir Charles Cotton was called as 
the firft witnefs. He had failed in 
the fquadron of admiral Cornwal- 
lis, and, upon arriving in a certain 
latitude, had delivered certain orders 
trom the lords of the admiralty to 
him on board the Royal Sovereign, 

The matter carpenter ot the fhip 
was then called, to give an account 
of the damages fultained by the 
Roval Sovereign, in confequence 
of the accident with the Bellifarius. 
He faid, that as foon as the weather 
permitted him, he had examined 
the fhip: the damages were fuch as 
to prevent him from proceeding to 
the Weft Indies. They could not 
be repaired at fea, becaufe it would 
be neceflary to heave the fhip down; 
nor could they be repaired, unlefs 
the thip was taken intodock. The 
repairs, therefore, could not be 
made in the Weft Indies, after the 
should arrive there. 


I PAL { April, 


Tue Derence, 

Admiral Cornwallis then gp. 
quefted leave of the court for his 
friend to read his addrefs for him. 
which being granted, Mr. Ertkine 
as counfel for the admiral, read a 
long and able fpeech, of which the 
following is a fketch:—After ex. 
pms his concern, that fuch 
eavy charges fhould be made 
againft him, who had fo often dj. 
ftinguifhed himfelf in the fervice of 
his country, he proceeded to ftate, 
that on the rft of February he had 
received his commiffion to go to 
the Weft Indies. This ftation was 
not impofed on him, he took it 
voluntarily ; therefore, if his health 
had been fo bad at that time as to 
make him defirous to decline the 
fervice, he might have done fo, 
He thought, therefore, that he could 
quit the fervice at a fubfequent 
period, when his health was fo bad 
as to make it neceffary ; and parti. 
cularly fo, as his fervices in the 
Weft Indies could be only of a 
fecondary nature, there being aa 
admiral (fir John Laforey) already 
there, who was fuperior to him ia 
command; and he did not know 
whether that officer was to give up 
the command to him or not. With 
refpect to the duty which he (ad- 
miral Cornwallis) thought hiimfelt 
obliged to perform, he conceived it 
to be no more than that of con- 
voying thofe fhips which the Ven- 
geance had left behind; but he 
thought it would be prefumption 
in him to fuppofe that his perfonal 


fervices were neceflary in the Welt 


Indies. He thought his only bu- 
finefs was to guard the convoy, 
While he was proceeding to the 
Wett Indies, the Bellifarius tranf- 
port ran againft the Royal Sove- 
reign, and was intangled with him 
for an hour. .The weather was at 
the time fo bad, and the night 
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dark, that he could not fpeak with 
the Belifarius, nor could he hold 
any communication with any of 
the convoy, which, however, he 
was determined to puth forward. 
On the sth of March, he examined 
the fhip, and found he could not 

eed in her to the Welt Indies; 
and as he had no other thip to go 
in, and did not wifh to delay Ro 
convoy, he delivered it over to the 
care of captain Lewis. He could 
not go in the Mars, the Minotaur, 
or the Quebec, for they had their 
private orders ; and he did not 
even know that they were to ac- 
company him, unul fir Charles 
Cotion came and delivered his or- 
ders on board the Royal Sovereign. 
He thought, if he had gone in any 
of them, he fhould have been li- 
able to a court-martial. ‘The fitu- 
ation he was then in, was one in 
which he conceived he might exer- 
cife hisown difcretion. It was not 
an action, nor any thing that re- 
quired his perfonal attendance; and 
if he had at the time gone on board 
any other fhip, he muft have endan- 
gered his health to fuch a degree, 
as to render fuch conduét an un- 
neceflary zeal, which could not 
benefit the fervice. He was not in 
a fate to go to a ftrange place, 
where he fhould have no comfort 
or accommodation. Befides, the 
court muft fee how difficult it 
would have been, and how great 
adelay it would caufe the expedi- 
tion, ifhe had fhifted his flag, hey 
muft know what a time muit be 
taken up in removing ftores, am- 
munition, &c. from one fhip to 
another. Befides, he did not think 
the fervice required fucha change, 
hot that there was fuch a preffing 
wrgency as required his prefence 
with the convoy. If, therefore, he 
ad not done that which was bet 
to be done, he lamented it much; 
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but he did what in his judgement 
was the beft: no difadvantage hap- 
a in confequence of that; and 

ad that been the firft command he 
ever was entrufted with, fuch an 
exercife of his judgment could not 
be afcribed to the abandonment of 
his dutv. It was well known that 


_ he had, on a former occafion, ex- 


erted himfeif in the fervice of his 
country. He could not conceive 
that the board -of admiralty would 
apply to his conduct any bafe or 
criminal purpofe; but that it was 
at moft only an error in judgment, 
for which every defcription of 
courts in this country had always 
made ample allowance, and pu- 
nifhed nothing but wilful mifcon- 
dué&. He had received a letter, 
upon his return, from the firft lord 
of the admiralty, lamenting the 
difafter which had caufed him to 
come back, and, without making 
any, complaint againft him, de- 
firing that he would continue the 
command of the Royal Sovereign ; 
therefore he was at a lofs to know 
at what time his conduct had af- 
fumed the crimjnal fhape in which 
it came forward that day. So far 
he had vindicated his conduct a- 
gainft the two firft charges. As to 
the third charge, which was cer- 
tainly the heavieft of all, he would 
not, in the defence he was going to 
make againft it, attempt to fap the 
foundation of difcipline, by faying 
any thing like a juftification of it; 
but he would fay at once, that he 
did not difobey any order. His 
ftate of health was fo bad, that 
when he fhould arrive at the Weft 
Indies, he fhould only be fit for an 
hofpital, inftead of an arduous com- 
mand. He faid in his letter to the 
lords of the admiralty fuch was the 
cafe, and as it might be highly in- 
jurieus to him to go out in a frigate, 
he was ready, he faid, to go ont in 
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the Royai Sovereign, when fhe 
‘fhould be r repared. This letter 
was no more than a pro pofition to 
the board; and how, then, could 
it be called difobedience? If the 
lords of the adiniraltv bad repeated 


2-ae 


the order, he fhould have gone; 
but my did not; and the firft 
anfwer | v¢ had to the propofition 


which he made, was the order for 
that cou t-martial which was then 
enquiri ing into his conduct. He 
had fu binitted his reafons for not 
being able to go in the Aftrea, and 
he received an order to remain in 
his fhip at Spithead. He was writ- 
ten to by the firft lord of the admi- 
ralty, 4s one who was declining a 
particular fervice. It was very 
difficult to lay down a fixed rule 
for perfons in a high comman 7 
they were to act bv the beft of their 
judgment and difcretion; and if 
they were to be charged with the 
confequences of fuch condudt, 
there was an end of all] that confi- 
dence that ought to be placed in 
officers of high rank. 

Captain Whitby, of the Royal 
Sovereign, was then called in be- 
half of admiral Cornwallis, who 
defired him to relate to the court 
the account of the accident that 
happened to the flip, and what he 
(the adimiral) felt on the occafion; 
becaufe it bad been infinuated, that 
he wes glad the accident hay pened, 
inafmuch as it furnithed him with 
a pretext for returning to England. 

Captain Whitby faid, that the 
order to fail had come down to the 
admi: il on t! e 2 h, at Portf- 
mouth, and that failed on the 
28th ; and as there was 100 fail of 
merchantmen ordered to go, it u as 


“7 
5* 
Cc 


oe, 
impoflible that any perion could 


have ufed more expedition in fer. 
ting out than he did; nor did he 
ever fee more zca! difpiaved op any 


eccafion. The adaural expreffed 
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great concern and anxic tv on the 
melancholy accident that h lappened 
to the fhrip, thous! h it was not ufual 
for him to be dejeéted by difatters 
He appeared, by bis words and 
» to be ftruck with real re. 
sree cand he thoug! wt it bei for 
his majefty’s fervice to return to 
Great Britain. He withed to ftop 
at fome port where the damages 
could be repaired, and for that pur- 
pofe he repeatedly examined the 
charts, but could find none fit for 
the fhip to go into. With re{ped 
to the admiral’s hea! th, he was fre. 
quently very ill. He would get up 
of a mornin ig app arently well; in 
the courfe of the day he would 
catch cold from fome unknown 
caufe, and in the evening be dan- 
geroufly iil in bed. 

Mr. Alexander, mafter of the 
Royal Sovereign, confirmed the 
evidence of the lat wit nefs, as to 
the regret which the admiral ex- 
prefled in being retarded his 
voyage. 

Mr. Thomas Kain, the furgeon 
of the Royal Soveretpn, called to 
give evidence as to the admiral’s 


health, { 


actio 


faid it was very precarious. 
He had frequent comp Maints in his 
bowe!s, and was fo ill at times, that 


he ufed to be obliged to fit up 
with him almoft the whole nicht, 
He had many great and fudden 
changes of the gout. 


Admiral Cornwallis then in- 
formed the court, that he had no 
more witnefles to call, nor any 


more evidence, except fome letters 
which had pafied between him and 
the lords of the admiralty. 

Earl Howe informed him, that 
the court would hear thofe letters 
read, but could not receive them as 
evidence, nor lay them on the table 
as documents. , 

The firft letter was then read: it 


came from the {fecretary of the 
board 
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board of admiralty, defiring him to 
continue on board the Roy al vov e- 
reign till further orcers, as he had 
declined going out in the Attrea. 
This letter was dated the 16th of 
March; another was read which 
the admiral had written on the 
17th. i 

Admira! Cornwallis faid, he had 
a great many more letters, but did 
not with to take up the time of the 
court by reading them. 

Ear! Tiowe defired him to take 
his time, and faid, the court was 
ready to hear every thing which he 
might deem neceffary for his de- 
fence. 

One was then read from earl 
Spencer, in which he cenfured the 
admiral for declining to go out, and 
faid he could not continue him in 
command without injuring the ter- 
vice. 

Earl Howe faid, that lord Spen- 
cer had defired every ufe to be 
made of his letter that might be 
thought neceflary ; but, at the fame 
time, thefe letters coming as from 
2 private perfon, and noi from the 
board, had nothing to do with the 
quettion. 

After the reading of fome other 
at the trial was ¢clofed a little 

efore one 3=The court was then 
cleared, and the members remain- 
edthere till four o’clock, when they 
broke up without determining their 
fentence. 

On Friday, at nine o’clock, the 
court aflembled, and remained de- 
liberating from that time until one, 
when the court was opened and 
itrangers were admitted. 

The judge advocate then pro- 
ceeded to deliver 

Tre SENTENCE: 
‘That the court having heard 


the evidence in fupport of the 


Charges exhibited egainit the. ho. 
MOurable Willian, Cornwallis, vice. 
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admiral of the red; and having 
heard his defence, and the evidence 
in his behalf; and having maturely 
weighed and confidered the fame, 
were of opinion, 

‘ That, with refpeét to the two 
firit charges, of his returning with- 
out leave, after having been order. 
ed to proceed to Barbadoes, and of 
his difobeying the orders he had 
received, mi/condud was rmputable 
to him, for not having thifted his 
flag on board the Mars or Mino- 
taur, and proceeded in either of 
them to the Weit Indies.—But in 
confideration of other circum- 
ftances, the court acguisted him of 
anv difobedience in his condué ona 
that occation, 

‘ With refpeé to the third 
charge, of his baving after his re- 
turn difobeved the orders of the 
board of admiralty, in not going 
out to the Weft Indies in the Aitrea 
frizate, the court were of Opinion 
that the charge was not proved ; and 
therefore acquitted admiral Corn- 
wallis upon that charge.’ 

Admiral Cornwallis heard the 
fentence read without any emo- 
tion; and then, making a flight 
bow to the court, retired with Mr, 
Erfkine and fome other friends. 

As toon asthe fentence was com- 
municated to the people on board 
the Roval Sovereign, which lav at 
a fhort diftance trem the Orion, 
they all got upon deck, and gave 
three cheers. 

23. A letter was received at the 
admiralty on Tuefday night, from 
the firft lieutenant of the Diamond 
frigate, off the coaft of France, 
containing an account of the cap- 
ture of fir Sidney Smith —sir Sid- 
nev, in the night of Monday laft, 
went in his boat to cut out a 
French iugeger in the port of Havre. 
This he accomplithed, after fome 
refiftance, by which one French- 
(B 4) 
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man was killed ; but, deterred from 
immediately failing by the rapidity 
of the current, he caft anchor. 
During the night, however, the 
fhip drove from her anchor, the 
cable, it is faid, having been cut 
by one of the prifoners, and was 
carried by the current above the 
town. In this fituation he was at- 
tacked on the morning of Tuefday, 
by all the gun-boats and other 
veffels which the enemy could 
mufter; and after a gallant and 
even deiperate refiftance, againft a 
force fo infinitely fuperior to his 
own, he found himfelf at length 
obliged to furrender. 

25. The greater part of the town 
of Frampton, near Sherbourne, was, 
on Wednefday, deitroyed by a fre, 
fuppofed to have originated from 
fome fparks, blown from the leads 
of the church, which was repairing 
by the plumber. Ali the houfes to 
the north of the church were con- 
fumed, together with the greater 
part of their furniture, in lefs than 
two hours. 

27. The London Gazette of laft 
night contains a letter from fir kd- 
ward Pcllew, bart. dated Falmouth, 
April 29, announcing the capture 
of L’Unité French frigate, of 38 
guns, on the 13th inftant, by La 
Revolutionnaire, captain Cole, 
without the lofs or hurt of a man. 
Ot the French, the captain and nine 
failors were killed, and elevea 
wounded. 

And another letter dated the 23d, 


alvifes the capture, by himfelf, of 


La Virginie, of 44 guns, the finett 
and faite failor in the French 
navy, on the 2oth inftant, after a 
tharp aétion of one hour and forty 
minutes, which would probably 
have iafted much longer, bad not 
La Concorde appeared in fight. 
wir Edward loft not a man; but 


PRINC.IPAL 
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the Freneh had 1 killed, ' 
and 10 flightly wounded, mi 


MAY. 


4. Mr. Bond moved the court of 
King’s-bench for judgment againg 
Iiabella Williams. This perfon 
was a woman of very genteel ap. 
pearance, and it was rather a novel 
{pectacle in the court, and excited 
a good deal of furprife, to hear 
that fhe had fallied forth at the 
head of 2¢ men armed with fwords, 
pittols, and tomahawks, had affault. 
ed and obftructed two revenue of. 
ficers in the execution of their of. 
fice, and had refcued a lugger con- 
taining uncuftomed goods, near 
Bodmyn. Lord Kenyon faid, this 
was a very diftrefiing cafe to the 
court. Mr. juftice Athhburft ob. 
ferved, that if this woman were to 
go unpunifhed on account ot her 
fex, he was afraid this fort of bufi- 
ne!s would pafs into female hands, 
and that men wauld withdraw 
themfelves from the danger of pu- 
nifhment. The court, however, 
had taken her fex into confidera- 
tion, and meant to pafs a lighter 
punifument than, perhaps, for the 
fake of example, they ought. Her 
fentence was, to be committed ta 
the jail of the county of Cornwall, 
for the fpace of twelve calendar 
months. 

6. In the court of common-pleas 
came on to be tried, by a fpecial 
jury, an important caufe between 
the earl of Cholmondeley and lord 
Walpole, in confequence of an 
ifue directed from the court of 
chancery on this queftion of fact. 
— Whether the late earl of Orford 
devifed, by his laft will, any lands 
and effeéts to the earl of Cholmon- 
delev ? 

The cafe is briefiy this.— On the 
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of November 1762, the earl 
Orford made a will, in which 
he bequeathed his principal eftates, 
after the demife of his immediate 
heir, the prefent earl of Orford, to 
the earl of Cholmondeley, whofe 
father had married the daugh- 
ter of his ancettor, fir Robert Wal- 
, the firft earl of Orford. In 
1756, the earl of Orford made a 
fecond will, in which he changed 
the order of fucceflion, and gave a 
ference over the earl of Chol- 
mondeley to lord Walpole, who is 
defcended in a dire line from the 
fecond brother of the firft earl of 
Orford.—This, of courfe, annihi- 
lated the firftt will: and, had no- 
thing farther occurred, no queftion 
could have arifen on the fubjeét. 
But, in 1776, the earl of Orford 
figned a codicil, the purport of 
which was to make various provi- 
fions which had been omitted in his 
wills, and declared this codicil to 
be a codicil to his laft will figned 
on the 2sth day of November 
1762. 
on the part of the plaintiff, it 
was contended, that this codicil, 
which was duly figned and atteft- 
ed, was a revival and fetting up of 
the will to which it referred; and 
that, of courfe, that will retained 
the fame force and effeét as if the 
fecond will had never been made. 
On the part of the defendant it 
was maintained, in the firft place, 
that the codicil was deftitute of 
thofe forms exprefsly required by 
the ftatute of wills, which could 
alone give it the effeét of reviving 
a firft will in preterence to a fe- 
cond, where a real eftate was de- 
vifed ; and, 2dly, that it was the in- 
tention of the teftator to annex the 
codicil to the fecond, and not to 
the firft will. To eftablith thefe 


points, it was propofed to adduce 
parole evidence ; but the court in- 
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terfered, and. were unanimous in 
their opinion, that the eftablithed 
law of the land forbade the admif. 
fion of parole evidence to contra. 
dict a written and perfeét inftru- 
ment, fuch as the willand codicil to- 
gether appeared to be: that the 
word Jaf, on which the council for 
the defendant had laid fo much 
ftrefs, was an expreffion which had 
no determinate meaning until the 
death of the teftator, when it ope- 
rated to explain the intended laf 
act of his life; that neither the will 
of 1752, nor the will of 1756, was, 
in fact, a will until the teftator was 
dead ; that an alteration of the date 
of the codicil would be making a 
new difpofition for the dead, which» 
no court on earth was entitled to 
do; the only power veited in a 
court on the fubject of wills, being 
that of explaining the inténtion of 
the deceafed, which, in this cafe, 
was perfectly clear ; that the wills 
ought to be confidered as ambula- 
tory inftruments, fubje& to the 
pleafure of the owner, and to be 
ufed by him as his judgment or 
caprice might direét; and that the 
will of 17§2 was abfolutely reviv- 
ed, and made his laft aé by the 
codicil of 1776. 

The jury, agreeing with the 
court, found a verdict for the 
plaintif¥; in confequence of which, 
the earl of Cholmondeley will fuc- 
ceed, at the death of the prefent 
earl of Orford, to an eftate of the 
annual value of 10,o00l. exclufive 
of the magnificent feat at Hough- 
ton, which is fuppofed to have coft 
upward of 200,000l. 

7. A caufe came on in the court 
of king’s bench, which deferves 
the attention of fome ladies and 
gentlemen at the weft end of the 
town, 2s well as of the magiftrates 
of Weftminfter. 

The a¢tion was brought on a 
note 



































































































































































































































































note of hand for :2]. Mr. Min- 
gay, for the defendant, obferved, 
that the plantiff was a publican, 
and lived near Carnaby market ; 
and that the defendant was former- 
ly a butcher, but now had t alio be- 
come a publican. The anfwer “mq 
he had to wm +o ‘o this den aod as, 
that the confideration of this note 
was moncy won at play. 

It appeared clearly in evidence, 
that the plaintitt and defendant iat 
down in the plaintiff’s houfe to 
play at whift on a Sunday morn- 
mig; and that the defendant loft 
2}. for which be gave the plaintiff 
the note in queftion, payable in 18 
mouths. It was alfo proved, t that 
the plaintiff had atterward offered 
to icll this note to a thi rd perfon 
for two guineas. Lord Kenyon 
in tu mming up, Tear ad tha 
gaming had to deeply pervaded the 

whofe mafs of the public. * It 
is extremely to be lamented,’ faid 
his lordfhip, ‘ that this vice has de- 
feended to the very loweft orders 
of the people. It is to be regretted, 
that it is fo prevalent among the 
higheft ranks of io iety, who have 
fet the exampic to their inferiors, 
and who, it feems, are too creat 
for the law. I with they could be 
punifhed, i} any pre é/ioms a? 
pairly brought before me, and the Sar- 

ave sefly comvidled, whaigriy may 
be then rank ¢’ {} cA in th couniry 
THOUGH THEY SUOULD RE THE 
FIRST LADIES IN THE LAND, fhey 
frould ‘Via ly ex hihi: i/ Sel: im 
ike PILLORS Whea | Ineak of 
the bj gh eit clailes of fox ict¥, J mutt 
be underft ood to mean Ji bie? s - for 


ele obfervations do, in no 1 


{pect , apply to thofe of the very 


higheft rank in this countrv: who 


hold out for the imitation of their 
fubyedts, a bri ghitett exan pie of 
every publ ic as well as priv; ite vir- 


tuc’== Verdict for defendant. 
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8. Yefterday, Kyd Wake . wh 


>. on 0 

was convicted at the fittings af 
. — pi 7 ae ier 
laft Hilary term, of having. on, 4 
- 5] ® : . F 7 ‘ aw ¢ é ¥ iin 
hilt day_ol Liic pati iit fe 7 Ong of 
parhament, intuited his maefy in 
his paflece t i ne Se 
i> _— pd 6) aii ATOM) PaliaMeng. 
by hifling, and uiing feveral nde 
cent expr jions, fuch as, * Ne 


, 


Gcorge—No wy ir, &c. was bre 
up to receive tie jJuCEMent oj tue 
court. 

The fentence of the cour 
That he be in prifo eu, and kept 
to hard la! our, in Glouceste) gagl, 
during the term of five vears ; 
during the firit three montis 
ImMprifonment, he do ftand 
hour, between the 


C wag, 


> «Dat, 
rs his 
or one 
OUls OF eleven 
and two, in the pi lory, in one of 
the public ftreets of Glouce 

a inurket-day ; and that, at the ex 
piration of his i: prifonment, he 
do find fecurity lor One thouts 


pounds for wis good bei.aviour fp 


y 7 
ten years. Seep (14). 

itr. Witham auilin was com 
victed at the O'd Bailey, of forg- 
ye iy deal te wick ate fa6 ey Fe 
a r. Vi ww Hg os Stita « mally bes lOrge 
ing, a wiil, purporting to be ike 


wil of the ney My. Henry Lewis, 
ot Hyga, 


, 


tue county of Mon- 
mouth. oO} this crime, fir fokn 
Briges, bart. ts 
George Croislev, an aiiorney, Was 
lately tried for it, and acquitted. 
Auftin was convicted principally 


© foay 
on t.e evraence a] Paco” liar, 


ac vied, and 


ab) accony hh e.. 4 no deciared, that 
the | rijoncr received ool. for this 
forge! y. 
~ , . « 3 , § 

12. Jeiterdav, at nine o'clock 
’ : : »>o 4 } ‘tT } . 
the morning, Kichard J homa 
‘1 7 str 
Crof held, Paul Phoinas Le Mau rey 
Gearge Hi Litho, and Jol 
charged with conf pi iring to com- 
pals tl c death ot thc ku s? were 
put to the bar at the Oui bauey. 
- ° . ’ rt 
Uhe indictment was then read; it 
contained fix overt acts of Conhpi 
: Ls . leath our 
ing to Kill aad put to gaeath Ove 
favercigs 
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fovereign lord the king, with a 

‘foned arrow, to be thrown by 
the means of a brafy tube. The 
urv being fworn, the three prifon- 
ers, Le Maitre, Smita, and Hig- 

ins, were ordered to withdraw, 
and the trial of Croistield com- 
menced, 

Sir John Scott, the attorney -ge- 
acral, opened the caic for the 
crown; and, afier explaining the 
lw of treafon, faic, he forbore 
commenting upon the evidence to 
be adduced, as it might tend to 
prejudice the jury. Fle called 

ohn Dowding, a workman with 
Mr. Fenton, a brafs-founder, in 
New-ftrect-fquare, who {wore, that 
in September 1794, three perfons 
called at his mafter’s fiop; one of 
them he particularly remarked was 
Jame, that he afterward underi{tood 
tint his name was Upton (fince 
dead). The lame man aiked him, 
if he could make a tube three feet 
long, one eighth inch thick, made 
{mooth in the infide as a cvlinder. 
The witnefs afked him, what it 
*was Intended for, and was anfwer- 
ed, that it was a fecret. They, 
however, obtained a tube (but not 
from the witnefs) which was after- 
ward reyarned, not being ufeful. 
The counfel for the crown preffed 
the witne(s hard, to know whether 
he could recolleét the two perfons 
who came into the fhop with the 
fame man (Upton) ; bat he had not 
the lealt recollection of either of 
them. 

Mr. John Fenton, the employer 
of the above witnefs, gave a fimilar 
teflumoay. 

_ James Bland Wood, brafs-foun- 
Mer, in Shoe-lane, was next called. 
—la september 1794, two men 
fame into his thop, one of them 
atked lor a tube, or barrel, the 
witnefs faid, it was out of his wav, 
éad adviled them to go to a clock- 


maker. The two perfons left the 
fhop, and then a third came in, and 
alked, if two perfons had not been 
in the fhop? Tne witnef; replied, 
they were juit gone out.—He 
knew nothing more of the circum- 
ftance. 

David Cuthbert, a mathematical 
inftrument-maker, of Arundel- 
ftreet, fwore, that he knew the late 
Mr. Upton, he was a watchmaker ; 
he {aw him about the middle of Sep- 
tember, and fhewed him an air gun. 

Peregrine Palmer fwore, that he 
knew the prifoner, They were 
both members of the London Cor- 
re{fponding Society. Being quef- 
tioned by Mr. Garrow, whether he 
was not acquainted with the pri- 
foner’s hand writing, he pofitively 
denied that he knew any thing of 
his writing, but that of his figna- 
ture.—The witneis then gave the 
fame defeription of calling at the 
feveral brafs-founders’ houtes, and 
defcribed the bufinefs in a very fi- 
milar manner. He was fhewn a 
drawing, which was laid before the 
privy-council, and defired to re- 
collect, whether that was the fame 
he faw there ?—He could not re- 
collet. 

The lord chief juftice interfered, 
obferviny, that tue evafive man- 
ner in which this evidence was 
given entirely deftroyed the credit 
of it. Upon the whole, the wit- 
nefs could not, from his memory, 
bring any charge home to the pri- 
foner. 

John Hill, turner, in Bartholo- 
mew Clofe, {wore, that in Septem- 
ber 1794, Upton, Palmer, and ano- 
ther man, came to his houfe ; and 
Upton atked him, if he could turn 
a model in wood, according to a 
plan which was produced. , Jpton 
produced a fketch. A drawing was 
fhewr, and the witnefs thought it 
was’the fame that was then pro- 


duced. 
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duced. It was drawn in his pre- 
fence ; the paper was very particu- 
lar on which the draft was made, 
having at the back the words “* A 
houfe to be let, enquire within.” 
The whole of the three had a fhare 
$n the drawing, and feemed to be 
aétive in the bufinefs.—The wit 
nefs was informed, by ga he 
fhould be paid for his model. 

A very long argument took place, 
whether the remaining evidence, 
namely, the confeffional evidence 
of the prifoner himfelf, fhould be 
admitted. Mr. Adam contended, 
that no overt act of treafon had 
been proved by two witnefles.— 
The court determined, that the 
confeffional evidence ought to be 
taken, in order that the jury might 
difcover the intent of the prifoner’s 
mind, and, of courfe, bring the 
overt aét home to him. 

Jonathan Le Briton ftated him- 
{elf to be a boatfteerer to the Po- 
mona South Whaler, and that they 
failed from Portfmouth on the 
aoth of January 1794. About a 
fortnight before that time, the pri- 
foner came on board as their fur- 
geon, and, as was ufual for gentle- 
men in that capacity, was general- 
ly called doétor. They went round 
to Falmouth, whence they failed 
February 12, and were captured 
on the 1gth, by a French corvette, 
La Vengeance, by whom they were 
carried into Breft. The prifoner 
then wrote his name R. T, Crofs- 
field, and on his being put on board 
another fhip, he wiflied the wit- 
nefs good-bye ; faid that he was hap- 
py he was going to France, and that 

e would much rather be there than 
in England. They were foon after 
put into the fame prifon fhip, where 
they remained until a cartel was 
ready for their exchange. On the 
day after they failed from Portf- 
mouth, he told the witnefs, that 
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he was one of thofe who invented 
the air-gun to fhoot, or affaffinate 
his majefty ; and defcribed thar se 
was to be done by an arrow, wAy 
ed like their harpoons, through a 
kind of a tube, by inflammable air 
When the cartel was ready, the 
prifoner fet himfelf down in the 
lift, by the defcription of H. Wi. 
fon, of the Hope brig, which wa 
alfo taken by the fame flip as they 
had been.—In his crofs-examina. 
tion, he faid, he knew nothing of 
the mufter-lift ; that their crew con. 
fifted of twenty-three men, and 
that captain Charles Clarke came 
back with them, who had not, 
however, attended the privy coun. 
cil, though he had feen him 
Mr. White’s, the folicitor’s ; at his 
lodgings; and at Mr. Smith's, at 
Wapping ; but denied he had ever 
converfed with him on this fubjeé, 
He admitted, that after they were 
taken, they had a fcheme to feize 
the French fhip, in which Crofs 
field, as well as the reft, was en- 
gaged. He remembered, that they 
were allowed to take out fome of 
the private trade, but denied that 
he and the prifoner had ever quar- 
relled. 

Thomas Dennis, mate of the 
Pomona, ftated, that the prifoner, 
the might after they failed from 
Falmouth, faid to him, that Pitt 
would fend a frigate after him, if 
he knew where be was; that hig 
majefty was to have been affaffinat- 
ed by a dart, blown tlirough a tube, 
at the plavhoufe, and that he knew 
how it was conftruéted.—The 
other part of his teftimony was fi- 
milar to that of the former witnels. 
In his crofs-examination, he ac- 
knowledged he had written a certt 
ficate to the conful, that he was 
an American : he believed, the pri- 
foner had ftated himfelf anaturalifed 
Hollander. He had heard that the 
prifone 
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prifoner cllarged the lofs of his thip 
to his ~ a but they never 


lled. . 
Fis Winter defcribed himfelf 


he owner of the Sufanna, a 
Se eicsdiand veflel, which was 
red, and carried into Brett; 
after being confined fome time in 
the caftle, he was put on board the 
prifon thip where he was introduc- 
ed to the prifoner, by a capt. Yal- 
lerley, by the name of Crofsfeld ; 
but he faid, No; his name was 
Tom Paine; they lived in habits 
of intimacy for fve months, con- 
ftantly fupping and dining toge- 
ther; during which, he frequently 
faid, he had fhot at his majefty be- 
tween Buckingham-houfe and the 
palace, but unluckily miffed: he 
afterward fhewed the witnefs a 
hollow piece of iron, about a foot 
and a half long, asa fimilar inftru- 
ment to that with which he had 
made the attempt; that he had fhot 
acat through it, with a poifoned 
dart, and that fhe had died imme- 
diately after. Another day he faid, 
he hoped he fhould live to fee the 
day that the ftreets of London 
would be up to his ancles in the 
blood of the king and his party. 
Interrogating him about his fhoot- 
ing at his majefty, he faid, that, af- 
ter he had fhot at him, he was pur- 
fued by two king’s meflengers ; but 
that he efcaped to Portfmouth, yot 
aboard a South whaler, was a few 
days after luckily taken, and 
brought into Breft. One day, after 
dinner, a capt. Collins, who was a 
prifoner with them, faid, he with- 
ed, he had the cutting off the heads 
of the king, Pitt, and the parlia- 
ment; the prifoner replied, * Have 
patience, L hope to have the cut- 
tng off of fome of them mvfelf.’ 
When the cartel thip was ready, 
the prifoner went into the cabin 
with the French commodore, and 





6¢ Cc U.R-R EN 


CES. (29) 


when be came out, faid, “ Now 
every thing is fettled to my fatis. 
faction ;"’ having, previoufly to 
this, often boafted that the French 
had offered him great encourage- 
mevt. They were three days oa 
their paflage, but immediately, oa 
their arrival at a port near Fowey 
in Cornwall, the witnefs fought 
out a magiftrate, gave information 
againft the prifoner, and had him 
taken into cuftody. 

Richard Penny, mafter of arms 
of his majefty’s fhip Active, was a 
prifoner at the Pe time, and 
gave teftimony of fimilar expref- 
fions. 

Walter Colmer and Edward 
Stoker, two conftables of Fowey, 

ave an account of the apprehend- 

ing of the prifoner, and that, as 
they were taking him to Bodmyn, 
he offered to give them two gui- 
neas a-piece, to let him go; and on 
their afking, what was to become 
of the poftboy ? he faid, lend me 
one of your piftols, and I will foon 
pop him out of the way. 

Elizabeth Upton {wore, that fhe 
had not feen her hufband for fome 
time. He had fuddenly difappear- 
ed, and was fuppofed to be dead. 

Two other witnefles were called 
to prove that Upton had been feen 
at one of the meetings of the cor- 
refponding fociety, with a tube 
like that which was taken in his 
houfe. 

Mr. Mortimer, the gunfmith, 
believed, what was fhewn him, and 
the drawings, to be intended for 
parts of an air-pump. 

Mr. Wood, a barrifter, faw one 
of thefe drawings in the pofleffion 
of Upton, at his own houfe, in 
September 1794. He went to Mr, 
Pitt, the next day, to give him in- 
formation. And here ended the 
evidence for the crown. 

Mr. Adam, counfel for the pri- 
foner, 
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foner, wifhed to be allowed fome 
little reft before he entered upon 
the defence. 

On Thurfday, May 10, the court 
fat at eight. The chief juttice Bite 
and the recorder confulted for a 
few minutes, when it was ordered, 
that the trials of the three othe 
perfons, indicted for treafon, foul id 
be adjourned to Thuriday next. 

Mr. Crofsfield came to the bar, 
and was indulged, as on the firit 
day, with a chair. 

Mr. Adam theu entered upon the 
prifoner’s defence. He firft of all 
called fome witneffes to prove that 
Upton was a very bad character, 
and was actuated by motives of re- 
fentment againft the parties imph- 
cated in this charge Thea re- 
viewing the evidence t hat had been 
adduced againit the prifone:, he 
called witneffes to contradict the 
confefional part, which was de- 
yofed by’ Le Briton and Dennis. 

fe called William Cleveling, who 
was going owt as agent to the Ca- 
naries, and was a prifoner with 
Mr. Crofsfeld in Brett harbour ; 

Jemeffed with him for months; 
he never heard him meke any 
declarations re{pect ne attac king 
the king. He was 
hv his real name, Crofsfield. He 
never heard him mention 
tgainft the king. ‘The prifoner was 
of a turn of mind inclining to 
niirth, and frequently fung cally 
fongs. Upon crofs-examination, 
the witnefs had twice heard him 
fing republican fongs. 

He next called capt. Anthony 
Collins, who fwore, that herofs- 
field, when a prifoner in Brett wa- 
ter, was invited to go on board th 
veffels that had the fick people 
that he behaved very well; and, by 
his fkill and application, he had 
faved, at leaft, fifty or fixty lives. 
He mefled with the prifoner many 
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months; and during that time, he 
never heard him {peak any difre 
fpectful words of the kin ‘, or any 
confefhon re {ped ting a ps t to de. 
{troy his fo vereign ; on the contra. 
ry, ‘he {ee ( med to be Mi n | leafed 
when he was certain of 


re turnin 
to Enel th} dj sS 


in the cartel. The pris 
fone had alfo refufed a very ad. 
vankngeout offer to be infpr tor. 
— j ‘ - . ’ ol 
per dae or The hot apital prifons at 
Brett, but had declined it. Upos 
crois-examination, he ; knowled m 
ed, that there was a i¢ vty bout him 
that might give caule of Tafpict ion, 
- " ° nC 
deveral re{pectal 


| +} 
cal'e c d, Wild pave tai 


witnedles were 
orioner an 

excellent character for humanity 
and kindnefs. 

Mr. Gurney made an excellent 
and moit energetic {peech, in which 
he fummed up the evidence. 

The lord chiei suf ce.—* Ma 
Crofstield, you have been heard by 
your counfel verv fuily; but you 
are allo wed the ris ght of | pel! ing heard 
yvourfelf 3 now 1S yourt time, and the 
court will liften to you with attens 
tion.’ The pr ifoner rep tied, * My 
lord, | have only one circumftance 
to add, hai from my inmoft foul I 
have ever d letefled any atts of 
cruelty, much lefs premeditated af. 

{ination of my fovereign.— I aw 
f ly fatisfied with the great exer 
tions of my counfel, and rely upon 
your lord hip’s candid confideration 
of my cafe, and the hon: ur and 
juftice of an Englifh jury. 

The a attorney -£ eneral then took 
areview of the whole of the evi- 
dence, = bie arguments which 
had been 
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ed by the prifoner’s 
counfel. and Oo rb fer ved, bee he bad 


was entitl: F toa verdiat of guilty; 
but, if the jury felt otherwtie, be 
fhould be fully fatisfied that she 

prifoner ought to be acquitted. 
The lord chief juftice Eyre fym- 
med 
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ined up the evid ence, and declared, 
chat, in bis mind, the fecond overt 
a@ had been futhiciently proved to 
beleftro thejury; the firft, refvea- 
ing the poifoned dart, certainly had 
Dot, as that had been fook4n to 
only by De ‘nis. The cafe, how- 
ever, refted very mt ich upon the 
sfonet’s own declaration, as, with- 
out that, no m inp fe Cor ild be af- 
figned for the in! trument, which 
had been ordercd, and intended to 
be made. ses 

The jury retired for an hour and 
forty minutes, an i then gave their 
verdit— Not guilty 

ty. Henry Weffon was capitally 
convited at the Old Bailey, of 
forging and uttering a warrant of 
att torney, by means of which he 
transfe rred rs ool. three per ce! it. 
ftock, the Pro} erty of general 
Tonyn. He had likewife trans- 
férred t1.000l. of the fame ftock 
belonging to the general ; bin he 
was inditted only for the former. 
The fact being fally proved, a ler- 
ter, written by the prifoner to his 
employer, Mr. Cowan, on his ab- 
feonding fram London, was read in 
court. [t mentioned, that he (the pri- 
foner) had | a, by ipecul. iting in ‘the 


funds, 7,000!. entrufted to his care 
by fir Hoch Pallifer Walters, bart. 
that he afierwards had ventured im- 
menic furs in foeculation at Me - 


Mackay and Forbes’s, and co ti- 


, 
hung thiiuntuckyv, he had recour 


fo? aming-table, where his iil- 
Gaetisicn £11 . 

fort followed him, and he was 
Under the necetlity of impofing on 


the c elulitv of Mr. Cawan, by 
lorging two powers of attorney in 
te name of gen. Tonyn, the one 
for 11,0601. the other for 5,000l. 
ito k. belono} S to that genteman, 
(hat he had paid an immenfe fum 
to Mr. C, K. at Forbes’s, befide 
lofing 1.Gool. in fue lait lottery, 
and Oiner gf eat loffe Ss W hic sh he had 
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experienced at different gaming. 
tables. The letter then took no- 
tice of feveral debts which were 
owing to him, aud concluded by a 
declaration, that he was fo dread. 
fully aff&ted by his n uifcondué, 
that he could live no longer, w ith 
the words, * God forgive me,’ lign- 
ed Henry Welton, 

The prifoner being called upon 
for his defence, made none. Se- 
veral refpectable gentlemen were 
called to his character, the excel- 
lence of which, prior to the fatal 
tranfactions that preceded his ruin, 
was manifett to the whole court. 

The judge fummed up the evi- 
dence? oat the jury, returned the 
verdict, guilty. Wheu it was pro- 
nounc ed, the prifons r addreffed the 
court as follows; * 1 hear the ver- 
dict againft me witha calmnefs and 
refignation | am happy in polfefling 
upon fo awful an occafion. TI hope 
the numerous young men who fur- 
round me will take example by my 
fate, andavoid thofe excefles which 
have brought me to ruin and dif- 
grace, and that thofe farther ad- 
vanced in years will be cautious of 
indulging, with too unlimited a 
controul, perfons at too early a pe- 
riod of life. At the time I was 
ufhered into life, I poffeffed that 
controul over property, the value 
of which I could not juftly eftimate, 
from which I date my prefent dread- 
ful fituation. The juftice of my 
condemnation I acknowledge, and 
fhail fubmit toit with patience, and 
I ve with fortitude.” 

. This day was heard at Guild- 
hall ‘Before lord Kenyon and a 
{pec ial jury, an information filed by 
the attorney general, by order of the 
houfe of commons, againft John 
Reeves, efq. fora libel on the Bri- 
tif conftitution. 

The libel was contained ina 
paniphiet, intitied, * Thoughts on 
the 
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the Englif: Government.” Of 
this pamphlet the defendant was 
charged to be the author and pub- 
lifher. 

The attorney-general opened the 
cafeon the part of the crown. He 
faid, that he was not forry that it 
had fallen to his lot to conduét the 
prefent profecution, becaufe, in the 
difcharge of his duty, he had lately 
had occafion to inftitute a great 
number of profecutions for libels 
on the government and conftitu- 
tion of a very different nature from 
the prefent. Hethen took a gene- 
ral view ‘of the principles of the 
Britifh conftitution, as eftablifhed 
at the revolution, and quoted the 
bill of rights to prove, that James 
intended to overturn the proteftant 
religion, and that he had been 
juftly excluded from the crown of 
England. He cited, from the 
pamphlet in queftion, the ftrongett 
and moft exceptionable paffages, on 
which he commented with great 
learning and ability. The moft im- 
portant paflage, to which he called 
the ferious attention of the jury 
was, that in which it is faid, “ that 
the king can carry on the functions 
of government without the lords 
and commons; that the monarch 
is the ancient ftock, and that if the 
lords and commons were lopped 
off, the tram would ftill remain.’’ 
He then went into a long argument, 
to prove the juftice and legality of 
the revolution in 1668, and the 
wifdom and excellence of the pre- 
fent conftitution, which, he con- 
tended, the defendant had libelled 
in the pamphlet in queftion. He 
concluded by jealselied. that the 


jury would attentively perufe the 
whole pamphlet, and form their 
fudgment on a fa'r examination of 
it, whether it was merely an unad- 
vifed and erroneous publication, or 
written with an evil intent, to libel 


and vilify the conftitution and the 
two houfes of parliament. If th 
believed the defendant intended to 
libel the conftirution, they were 
bound to find him guilty; if not, 
they would find him not guilty, 

The pamphlet was then read 
throughout, and proved to have 
been publifhed by the defendant 
wien indeed, his counfel admit. 
ted. 

Mr. Plomer addreffed the jury ig 
behalf of the defendant, whom he 
reprefented as one of the moft zea. 
lous friends of the Britifh conftity- 
tion, and the laft man in the world 
who would intentionally libel either 
branches of it. He concluded, by 
entreating the jury, to confider with 
what intention the pamphlet was 
written. It was a mere quettion of 
libel, or no libel. It was for the 
jury to judge of the guo animo; and 
the refult of their glen, he felt 
a perfuafion, would be a verdi& of 
— Not guilty. 

Lord Kenyon recommended to 
the jury to take the pamphlet and 
record out of court with them, to 
compare one with the other, and 
form their judgment—Whether the 
conftruétion put upon the pamph- 
let in the record was the true one, 
namely, that it was a wilful and 
malicious libel? 

The jury withdrew for about aa 
hour, and, on their return, the fore- 
man thus addreffed the judge: “ My 
lord, we think this pamphlet a very 
improper publication; but not be- 
ing convinced that it was written 
with a libellous intention, We, 
therefore, fay—Not guilty. 

20. Yefterday, Higgins, Smith, 
and Le Maitre, were brought to 
the bar at the Old Bailey, charged 
with being concerned with Crots- 
field in a plot to affaifinate his ma- 
jefty by means of a poifoned at 
row. The jury being called — 
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theattorney-general faid, that Crofs- 
feld having been acquitted, he did 
pot mean to follow up the proceed- 
ings againft the men now at the 
bar. The death of Upton, the 

incipal witnefs, had occafioned a 
deficiency of that evidence which 
was neceflary in cafes of high trea- 
fon. He had every reafon to be- 
lieve that Upton was dead; but 
fhould the fact be otherwife, he 
would certainly take meafures to 
bring to condign punifhment the 

ons who had deceived him in 
that particular. The jury found the 
prifoners not guilty. After an at- 
tempt to addrefs the court, in which 
they were not allowed to proceed, 

y were difcharged from the bar. 
See p. (26). 

28. An examination took place 
yefterday, at the public office in 
Great Marlborough-ftreet, refpect- 
ing the fudden and unfortunate 
death of lord Charles Townthend, 
who had the very day before been 
returned member for Yarmouth in 
Norfolk, and was returning thence 
with his brother lord Frederick 
Townfhend, in their own chariot 
with four poft-horfes. The laft 
ftage was from Ilford. One of the 
pottillions depofed, that he was or- 
dered to drive to Hanover-fquare, 
by a gentleman in the carriage, 
drefled in black (lord Frederick 
Townfhend), he faw no other gen- 
tleman in the carriage; and was 
pofitive that there was no other on 
the feat, becaufe if there had been, 
he muft have feen him. The gen- 
tleman in black paid the Strattord 
turnpike. They then drove on, 
and he heard no noife whatfoever, 
Until they came near the Globe, at 
Mile-end, when he heard the report 
of a piftol in the carriage, and 
turning about, faw lord Frederick 
throw the piftol out of the win- 


dow into the road; he ftill drove 
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on, and he faw lord Frederick wave 
his hat, and heard him hollao feve. 
ral times, and make a great deal of 
When they arrived at the 
corner of Argyle-{ireet, in Oxtord- 
fireet, he alighted to atk the gen- 
tleman where he was to drive tin 
to? who faid to the bifhop of Nor- 
wich’s; but upon faying. that he 
did not know where the bithop 
lived, the gentleman came out of 
the chariot, and ftruck him over 
the face, and {wore he'd knock him 
down. Lord Frederick walked a- 
bout without attempting to make 
off, and {tripped off his coat, waift- 
coat, and fhirt; opened the knees 
of his breeches, and talked of fight- 
ing. He (the deponent) then went 
to the door of the carriage, and faw 
a dead man lying on the cufhion, 
The people then came up, fur- 
rounded lord Frederick, and took 
him to the watch-houte. 

This evidence was confirmed by 
the other driver. Sir Edward Lay- 
ton, mayor of Yarmouth, gave fe- 
veral ftrong inftances to prove in- 
fanity in both lord Frederick and 
his brother lord Charles, Their 
behaviour to each other, at Yar- 
mouth, evinced every mark of mu- 
tual affection; but their conduct 
was fuch, that their friends wiflied 
to get them out of Yarmouth as 
foon as poifible; and he himfelf had 
followed them to London in the 
mail coach, in order to inform the 
marquis, their father, of their fitu- 
ation. Lord Frederick’s fervant 
depofed, that his matter had been 
confined for infanity two vears ago, 
and that from his behaviour at Yare 
mouth he was apprehenfive another 
fit was coming on. It appeared, 
from the obfervations of Mr. Ker- 
rifon, apprentice to Mr. Barnham, 
chymilt, No. 330, 9 Oxford-ftreet 
(to whofe houfe the deceafed was 
conveyed) that the piftol muft have 

(C) been 
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been pit'into the mouth, as the 
teeth were not injured; but he 
could not fay whether it was fui- 
cide, or death by the hand of ano- 
ther: he thought the deceafed had 
been dead two hours. 

An examination again took place, 
ata quarter paft ten in the evening, 
before the coroner’s inqueft, which 
lafted till within a quarter of twelve, 
when they brought in their verdict, 
«* Death, ocaationed by a pittol 
fhot, but by whofe hands they could 
not teil.” 

28. At the admiralty feffions at 
the Old Bailey, William and John 
Mitchell were brought to the bar, 
under an indiétment for murder, 
committed on the high feas, upon 
the body of Colin, alias Ezekiel 
Franklin, The circumftances of 
this cafe, as ftated by the counfel 
for the profecution, were marked 
with the greateft enormity. The 
prifoners were owner and mafter of 
the vefiel John and Elizabeth of 36 
tons burden. This vetlel was ly- 
ing at Jerley in Deceamber laft, when 
the Somerfet fencibles were dif- 
charged. ‘The quarter-matler of 
that regiment agreed with the 
owner of the vetlel to convey 120 
of the foldiers to England, and to 
fupply them with water. When 
the veflel lett Jerfev, fle had only 
two hogfheads of water on board. 

In the paflage between Jerfey and 
Guernfey, the paflengers were in 
great want of water, and in anfwer 
to their complaints, the mafter af- 
fured them that they fhould get a 
plentiful fupply at Guernfey, which 
they reached on the fame day that 
they fet fail, The mafter would 
mot permit any of them to go on 
fhore that evening. Next morning 
he gave them liberty, but had it not 
been for the fapply they received 
trom fome veilels lying along fide 
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of them, they would have been 
io to death during the Night 

“hey left Guernfey with a very ty 
adequate fupply, and on their paf, 
faye to England were overtaken by 
a ftorm. When the gale fprang 
up, the captain and matter forced 
the whole 120 paflengers into the 
hold, and nailed down the hatch. 
way. While they were about this 
operation, one of the prifouers 
thinking that Colin Franklin was, 
not making hatte enough, beat hing 
violently, and thruft him dows 
headlong, by which means he was 
feverely bruifed. In this {mall 
hold, thefe 120 people remained al} 
night without any communication 
either of air or water, though they 
were conftantly calling out to the 
captain for God's fake to bring 
them fome relief. In this horrible 
{tate many of them became deliri, 
ous, and beat, bruifed, and ftabbed 
one another. When the ftorm a 
bated, the hatchway was opened, 
and no lefs than 57 perfons were 
found dead, among whom was Co- 
lin, alias Ezekiel Franklin, whe 
feemed to have fuffered fome very 
fevere contufions, charged to have 
been given by the owner and mafter 
of the veffel. 

The principal facts were proved; 
but it appeared from the evidence 
that the prifoners were neceflitated 
by the ftorm to fhut up the paf- 
fenvers in the hold, and it did not 
appear whether Franklin had died 
in confequence of the confinement, 
or the blows given him by his com- 
panions, or of the rough ufage be 
received from the owner and ma 
iter of the veffel. 

The court delivered a charge fa 
vourable to the prifoners, and the 
jury b& ought in a verdict — Not 
guilty. 
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1. On Monday, during the whole 
dav, there was a very violent ftorm, 
which was particularly felt in St. 
James's and Hyde parks, where the 
trees have fuffered even more than 
in the memorable hurricane of No- 
vember laft. In the Pool feveral 
fhips were driven from their moor- 
ings, and dafhed with fuch violence 
againft each other, as to occafion 
the finking of fome, and the very 
materiel injury of others. At flood 
tide, the wind and current being 
oppofite, it was impoffible to navi- 
gate the river with boats. Incon- 
ceivable damage has likewife been 
done to the fruit trees, garden 
grounds, &c. 

2. On the 2th of May, a com- 
mon-hall was held at Guildhall, 
for the purpofe of nominating pro- 
reprefentatives for the city of 

ndon to fetve'in the enfuing par- 
liament. The candidates were the 
lord-mayor, aldermen fir Watkin 
Lewes, Anderfon, Lufli'-:gton, 
Pickett, and Combe. After the 
ufual forms were gone through, and 
the candidates had feverally addreff- 
ed the livery, the poll was opened, 
and the numbers for each day were 
as follow : 

If, 2d. Sd. 4th. Sth. 6th. Tth. 
Luthingt. 104 659 746 568 95¥9 722 E11 
Curtis 108 677 741 576 $22 718 6u1 
Combe 169 608 678 462 814 604 528 
Auderfon 75 521 556 408 646 506 478 
Pickett 136 408 484 336 543 452 436 
Lewes 77 453 379 351 511 328 276 

Total of the poll for 

Alderman Lufhington 4369 

The lord-mayor - 4313 

Aldermas Combe - 3863 

Anderfon 3170 
Pickett, + 2795 
Lewes - 2355 

13. Mr. Park, in the court of 
king's-bench, obtcined an attach- 
ment againit admiral Bligh, for the 
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difrefpe&ful manner in which he 
had treated a writ of habeas corpus, 
When the perfon who withed to 
ferve the writ got on board the 
Brunfwick, the admiral ordered the 
men to get ready a 3alb. fhot. He 
then tied the habeas corpus to a 
boat, and told the te who 
brought it, that he would fink him 
and the boat too, if he did not go 
back, and carry his habeas corpus 
along with him.--Lord Kenyon 
faid, it was a very ill-advifed thing, 
and if the admiral had a minute to 
paufe, he had no doubt but he 
would do what was right in this bu- 
finefs.—Mr. Park told the court, 
the fhip was under failing orders, 
and by a late rule of the court, the 
rule for the attachment was abfo- 
lute in the firft inftance.—Lord 
Kenyon faid, fince that was the 
cafe, the attachment muft go, and 
he was forry tor it.—[On a /udbje- 
quent day, the rule was di/charged, the 
admiral having complicd with the re- 
quifition of the habeas corpus. | 

The fame day Mr. Erikine mov- 
ed, that a fatisfaétion be entered tor 
300]. being part of the fine impofed 
upon Andrew Robinfon Bowes, 
efq.and which his majefty had been 
pleafed to remit.—The atiorney- 
general gave his content to Mr. 
Erfkine’s motion. —Mr. Erfkine 
then faid, that his majefty having 
taken Mr. Bowes’ cafe, and his good 
conduét while in confinement, into 
his moft gracious and humane con- 
fideration, had been pleafed to re- 
mit that part of the fentence by 
which Mr. Bowes was to find two 
fecurities in soool. each, for his 
good behaviour for fourteen years. 
Mr. Erfkine then delivered to their 
lordfhips his majefty’s warrant for 
the above purpofe, with the fign 
manual.—Lord Kenyon faid, he 
had inquired into Mr. Bowes’ be- 
haviour while in prifony and found 
(C 2) that 











(35) 


that his conduét had been exem- 
plary.—Mr. Bowes then gave his 
own fecurity in ro,oool, tor his 
good behaviour. 

14. Yefterday, the poll for the 
city of Weftminiter finally clofed ; 
when the numbers appeared as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Fox - - 5160 

Admiral Gardner - 4814 

John Horne Tooke, efq. 2819 

18. The Gazette of this evening 
announces the capture of Les Trois 
Couleurs of 1o guns and 70 men, 
and of La Blonde of 16 guns, and 
9§ men (two corvettes) off Ufhant, 
by the Indefatigable frigate of 44 
guns, captain fir Edward Pellew. 
—It alfo contains a letter to adimi- 
ral Kingfmill, at Cork, from captain 
Martin, of the Santa Margaritta fri- 
gate, containing an account of the 
recapture of the Thames frigate ; 
another letter to the faid admiral 
from captain Williams of the Uni- 
corn frigate, announcing the cap- 
ture of La Tribune of 44 guns; 
and a letter froin lord Amelius 
Beauclerk, captain of the Drvad 
frigate, to Mr. Nepean, with advice 
of his having taken La Proferpine 
frigate of 38 guns, off Cape Clear. 
Thefe letters were as follows; 

Santa Marearitta, at Sea, June wt. 
SIR, 

! have the honour to inform you, 
that on the wth inftant, being in 
company with his majeity’s thip 
Unicorn, 18 leagues wet of ocilly, 
we difcovere d, at two o'clock in 
the morning, three fail of thips a- 
bout a mile on our lee beam. As 
the day opened, we perce ived them 
to be frigates belonging to the 
French nation, which J] communi- 
cated to captain Williams by fiynal, 
who immediately made fail to join 
ine, and on his near approach mde 


our fignal to pafs within hail, for 
+) ; 


ie purpote of giv ing him inferma- 
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tion of the enemy’s force, The 
ftatement of their fuperiority eq. 
couraged him in his eager purfuit, 
having faid that he would attack the 
largeft fhip, and defiring me to ep. 
gage the next in itrength, This 
noble example infpired every per. 
fon with confidence of fuccefs, and 
each fhip fteered for her opponent; 
but the enemy, determined to evade 
an action, fteered away large under 
a prefs of fail, the fmallett thip ag 
the fame time making off to winds 
ward. At half patt ices o'clock, 
by our fuperior failing, we arrived 
within gun-fhot of the enemy; but 
as they appeared to clofe, for the 
mutual fupport of each other, and 
the Unicorn being fome diftance 
a{tern, I judged it prudent to poft. 
pone our ‘attack till fhe was fufhi- 
ciently advanced to occupy the at- 
tention of the French commodore. 
At this time the enemy commenced 
a fire from their ftern-chace guns, 
At one o'clock, having approached 
them within three quarters of a 
mile, we fired our bow guns, when- 
ever a favourable opportunity pre- 
fented itfelf, the enemy at the fame 
time yawing to difcharge their 
broadfides. At two o'clock, the 
Unicorn being on our weather 
beam, we made fail, keeping upa 
running fight till a quarter pant four 
o'clock, when the fternmott fhip 
finding it impoflible to efcape, put 
his helm a port, and eadeavoured to 
rake us; but being fortunately bat- 
Hed in this effort, afforded us aa 
opportunity of placing ourtelves 
abreaft of him within piftol-fhot, 
when a quick and well direéted fire 
compelled him to forrgnder to his 
mayetty’s fhip, in lei, than 20 ml 
nutes. She proved to be the 
Thames, commanded by citoyen 
Fraden, mounting 36 guns, and 
320 men. The thip, which the 


Unicorn continued in chace .> 
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La Tribune of 40 guns, and 320 
men, bearing the broad pendant, 
citoven Moultfon, commander of a 
divifon: the other, which made 
off to windward, is La Legere, of 
24 guns, and 180 men. — l am glad 
to obferve that our lofs is very if- 
roportionate to the enc my, having 
only two feamen killed, and the 
boat{wain, and two feamen, wound- 
ed; and her's 32 killed, and 19 


wounded, and many of the latter 
have fince died. 
It is with extreme pleafure that 
I feek the prefent opportunity of 
teftifying my gratitude to the ofh- 
cers and fhip’s company, for their 
attive zeal and fteady unanimity at 
alitimes and in all fituations, but 
more particularly in the capture of 
the ircies: on which occafion 
their courage and exemplary con- 
du& is worthy the greatelt praife. 
The readinefs of Mr. Harrifon, the 
firft lieutenant, and his prompt 
execution of my orders, did eflen- 
tially facilitate our fuccefs. It is 
my fincere wifh to particularize 
each individual, but where general 
merit claims the greateft approba- 
tion, to difcriminate becomes a 
dificult talk. In addition to the 
officers and flip’s company, may | 
alto be permitted to beg vou will 
offer to the confideration of the ad- 
miralty the meritorious conduct of 
captain Jofeph Bullen, a mafter and 
commander in the navy, ferving in 
the Santa Margaritta as a volunteer, 
bv permiflion fiom lord S .encer: 
bis defire to have fome attive ein- 
ployment induced me to beg he 
would affift in the management of 
the maim deck guns, as 1 well knew 
that his long fervices and approved 
Courave in various fituations would 
4 proper example to the younger 
Part oi the fhip'’s company. 1am, 
Gr, &c. : 
£ T. B. Martin, 
Vice-admiral Kingfmill. 


Copy of a Letter from Captain 
Williams, of his Majeftv’s Ship 
Unicorn,to Vice Admiral Kingh. 
mill, dated Unicorn, at Sea, June 
10. 

Holy Head, SSE. dift.8 Leagues. 
SIR, 

] have the honour to lay before 
you a narrative of the proceedings 
of the fquadron under my com- 
mand, fince my departure from 
Cork, on the .gth ult. On the 
folowing day, in confequence of 
my having received intelligence of 
the enemy’s privateers being on the 
coaft, to the northward of Cape 
Clear, I difpatched his majeity’s 
floop Hazard, with orders to lieut, 
Parker, her command:r, to cruize 
between the Cape and the mouth 
of the Shannon, while I, for the 
more effectual prote¢tion of our 
trade, cruifed with the Santa Mar- 
garitta. in the vicinity of Cape 
Clear. I had the fatisfaction a tew 
days afterwards to learn thatthe Ha. 
zard had retaken two prizes, and 
had chafed the privateer off the 
coaft that caprured them, alter a 
narrow efcape trom being takem 
On the sth init. having met with 
other flips of the Irith ftation, I 
concluded upon making a circuit 
on the outer limits of my ttation, 
accompanied by the Santa Marga- 
ritta, and at dawn of day on toe oth 
inftant, Scilly bearing & haf S 17 
leagues, we difcovered three thips 
of war on our lee beams, diltant 
two or three miles, to which we in-. 
mediately gave chace, and foon af- 
terward perceived them to edge 
away, and that they were enemy's 
fhips, two frigates and a large fhip 
corvette. <At nine, A. M. they 
formed themfelves in a clofe bow 
and quarter line, and continued to 
run trom us in that pofition, the 
largeft fhip under eafy fail, for the 
fuppart of his fquadron. In this 
fituation we approached them very 
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faft, and muft have fpeedily brought 
them to action. I therefore made 
the fignal to form for battle, the 
Margaritta being at this time a- 
head of the Unicorn, and at the fame 
time direted her by fignal to come 
within hail, to learn trom captain 
Martin his opinion of the enemy's 
force, who informed me, that the 
lergett thip was a 38 gun frigate, 
the Thames, and a corvette. I 
ordered captain Martin to attack 
the Thames, acquainting him with 
my intention to fight the largeft 
fhip with the Unicorn, On our 
nearer approach, thecorvette, which 
detained the other fhips, gradually 
hauled out to windward, and paffed 
our weather beam in long gun-fhot, 
fleering afterward the fame courfe 
as the other fhips, and with the in- 
tention, I then imagined, to be in 
readinefs to give fupport to either 
of her friends eventually moft need- 
ing it. 

At one, P. M. the two frigates 
hoifted French colours, the largett 
fhip a commodore’s pendant, and 
at the fame moment commenced a 
quick and well-direéted fire on us 
with their {tern chaces. The cor- 
vette at this time hauled more up, 
and to our great aftoniihment, 
brought to, to board.a floop pailing 
us on the contrary tack. As the 
commodore continued to wait for 
the Thames, we thereby approach- 
ed them both, but were confidera- 
bly retarded by the effects of their 
fhot. At four, P. M. the Thames 
being the tternmoft thip, bore round 
up to avoid the fire from the Uni- 
corn, and to poura broad fide into the 
Santa Margaritta’s bow, when | had 
the pleafure to fee captain Martin 
manure his thip with the greateft 


judgment, and with the utmott gal: 
lantry he Jaid himfelf clofe along- 
fide bis opponent. The fuperior 
and well-direéted fire from the 
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Santa Margaritta marked the difei, 
pline of his fhip, and foon Put the 
Thames into his poffeflion, The 
commodore, on feeing his compa. 
nion fall, made all fail, and by a 
fudden and judicious, though un, 
fuccefsful manceuvre, endeavoured 
to gain the wind of the Unicorn, 
We were at this time chafing him 
toward the entrance of the lrith 
channel, and foon after paffed clofe 
tothe Tufker rock. The parity of 
failing in the two thips, aided by 
the judgment of the enemy’s com. 
mander, kept us at running fight 
for ten hours; during which pe. 
riod we were much annoyed in our 
fails and rigging, and were for fome 
time unluckily deprived of the wie 
of our main top-fail; but on its 
failing lefs wind after dark, we were 

enabled to ufe our fupernumera 
fails, royal fteering fails, &c. which, 
by flow degrees, brought us fo near 
his weather-quarter as to take the 
wind from his fails; when, at half 
paft ten at night, after having purfued 
2:10 miles, we fhot up alongfide of 
our antagonift, gave him three 
cheers, and commenced clofe ac- 
tion, which had continued in that 
— with great impetuofity on 
oth fides for thirtv-five minutes; 
when, on clearing up of the fmoke, 
1 obferved that the enemy had 
dropt on our quarter, was clofe 
hauled, attempting, by a mafterly 
manceuvre, to crofs our ftern, and 
gain the wind, This was happily 
prevented by our inftantly throws 
ing all aback, and giving his fhip 
ftrong fternway, by which we paffed 
his bow, regained our fituation, and 
renewed the attack. The-effeds 
of the fire foon put an end to all 
manceuvre, for the enemy's fhip 
was completely difmantled, her fire 
ceafed, and all further refiftance ap 
pearing to be ineffectual, they @ 
ed’ to us they had furrendered. hip 
th 
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es to be La Tribune, com. 
fade 


y commodore John Moul- 

fton, mounting 44 guns, though 
ed for 48; on the main deck 26 
twelves,on the quarter deck and fore- 
eaftle 16 long fixes, and 421b. carron- 
ades; had on boatd at the comimence- 
ment of the action 337 men, 37 of 
whom are killed, 13 badly, and two 
lightly wounded. The ship is quite 
new, launched fince the commence- 
ment of the war, fails extremely 
fait, is of large dimenfions, being 
on the gun deck two feet broader, 
and 13 feet longer than the Uni- 
éorm. Commodore Moulfton, who 
I'am forry to add is among the 
wounded, is by birth an American, 
but has ferved fixteen years in the 
French navy, and during the pre- 
fent war has always had the com- 
mand of a divifion. The fquadron 
fate under his orders, confifting of 
La Tribune, Ja Proferpine, the 
Thames, and La Legere, of 24 
hine-pounders, had left Breft two 
tays only, had taken nothing. La 
Proferpine feparated the preceding 
evening in afog.: I will not attempt 
to find words to convey to you, fir, 
the fenfe I feel of the condué of 
the officers and fhip’s company un- 
det my command, for if it was pof- 
fible for me to fay any thing that 
could add to the glory of Britith fea- 
men, I have ample field for fo doing 
in the fituation I held this day. In- 
deed nothing lefs than the confi- 
dence of the moft gallant fupport 
from them, and the high opinion I 
entertain of the Santa Margaritta 
our’ fecond, could induce me to 
tik an action with a force appa- 
reatly fo much our fuperior ; and 
While I congratulate myfelf upon 
the happy effe&s of their valour in 
the capture of two of the enemy’s 
rigates, that have done fo much 
mifchief to ‘our commerce during 
fhe wor. and dA their'prefent cruife 


were likely to do fo-niwch mort, 
you may eafily conceive what my 
feelings are, when i inform you, 
fir, this fervice is obtained without 
the lafs of one of the bmve men in 
the fhip under my command, My 
happinefs will be complete, if J 
find the Santa Margaritta has beea 
equally fortunate. 

In juftice to the officers of the 
Unicorn, I muft beg of you to re 
commend to the notice of my lords 
commiflioners of the admiralty, 
my firft and fecond lieutenants, 
Meffts. Palmer and Taylor, Mr, 
Quayle, the mafter, and lieutenant 
Hart, of the marines. i had great 
reafon to regret the abfence of Mr. 
Carpenter, the third lieutenant, of 
two mates, and fome of my beft 
feamen, who were the evening be- 
fore put on board a valuable thi 
from Surinam ; but the able aiflift- 
ance | fhould have derived from 
lieutenant Carpenter, | was made 
to feel the lefs by the exertion of 
Mr. Collier, the purfer, who volun- 
tarily offered and undertook to fup- 
ply his place to the be(t of his abi- 
lities, and whote name I beg you to 
include in your recommendations 
to their lordthips. We are now 
ufinig our utmott exertions to put 
the Unicorn, and her fhattered 
prize, in a condition to proceed to 
Cerk. Iam,-&c. 

Tromas WILLIAMS, 
Copy of a Letter from Lord Ame- 
lius Beauclerk, Captain of his 

Majefty’s Ship Dryad, Plymouth 

Sound, June 16, to My. Ney 

pean. 

SIR, 

Pleafe to inform their lordthips, 
that, on the 13th inftant, at one,, 
A. M. Cape Clear bearing weft by 
north, dift. 12 leag. we difcovered 
a fail ftanding toward us from the 
fouthward, but on nearing us haul- 
ether wind and tacked, I imme- 
; (C 4) diately 
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diately chafed, and came alongfice 
of nex at nine, P. M. when, alter a 
clofe aftian of 45 minutes, fhe 
ftruck ; proves to o the national 
frivate La Proferpine, mounting 26 
eighteen pounders, 12 nines, and 
and four thirty-two pound carron- 
ades, with 348 men, commanded 
by citizen Pevriev; failed trom 
Breft the 6th iaftant, in Company 
with La Irbene, Thames, and La 
Legere corvette ; had not taken any 
thing. I feel myfelf much indebt- 
ed to the othcers and men under 
my command tor their fteady and 
fpirited exertions during the aétion. 
] particu'arly recommend the fenior 
offi: er, lieutenant King, astruly de- 
ferving their lordthips’ notice. It 
is with pleafure I add, that our 
kilied confifled only of two, and 
feven wounded; La Proferpine, 30 
kilied, and 45 wounded, 
1 have the honour to be, Xc. 
A. BeaucLerk. 

20. Yeftordav, at the fetlions held 
at Clerkenwell Green, Jofeph Stan- 
nart, fhoemaker, was tried upon an 
indictment charging him with be- 
ing a ieditious pesfon, devifing and 
intending to ftir up the minds of 
the peapie to withdraw their allegi- 
ance from his majefty, by having 
feditioufly fpoken and publifhed 
the following words—* I with tor 
no k.ing—a king is a ufelefs thing 
— 1 with the king may come to the 
gallows—the firit king was a curfe 
to this country.” 

The jurv withdrew for a fhort 
time,pand returned with a verdict, 
guilty.—He was fentenced to be 
unpritoned fix calendar months in 

lerkenwell-bridewell. 

23. Yelterday, intelligence was 
received of the capture of the Tri- 
ton kaft Indiaman, off Ganjam, on 
the coatt of Coromandel, on the 
29th of January lait. 

By the American fhip Sanfom, 
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capt. Smith, arrived on Tuefday 
morning, which left Bengal the ag 
of February, we have receive, the 
following particulars: the Triton 
was taken in the Belafore Roads by 
a party of Frenc .men in a {cnoon. 
er, which had been captured a few 
days before by the Modefte French 
privateer. The whole nuniber id 
not exceed 25, who, it was proved, 
had broken their parole, efcaped 
from Calcutta in adingey, and con. 
trive to get pofleffion of the Pilot 
fchooner, under which defcription 
they were permitied to come Ht 
fide the Triton. The moment they 
had boarded her, they killed every 
perfon who had the misfortuse to 
be upon deck; thofe who untortu. 
nately. fell viétims to the treachery 
of thefe favages were: capt. Philip 
Burnyeate, the commander, a very 
meriorious officer; lieut. William 
Pickett, of the infantry (the only 
fon of the worthy alderman), who 
was bound co Bengal; a muidfhip- 
man, a quartermafter, and a feaman, 
It was reported, that Mr. Gribble, 
the fecond mate, had alfo been 
killed; but a gazette, publithed at 
Ganjam, did not mentian his name. 
They tlren fired at the crew dowa 
the ha:chways, and wounded fix, 
who were at dinner; the reft called 
for quarter, and obtained it. The 
remaining paflengers, officers, and 
crew, were put on board the Diana, 
another prize, off Ganjam, It had 
been reported, that Mr. Bell, the 
chief mate, had been taken to the 
Ile of Frances. A Mr. Fairlie is 
faid to have received a letter from 
Mr. Philip Jackfon, the purfer of 
the Triton, 

The fallowing is a correét litt of 
the perfons wha were paflengers for 
Bengal, and of the officers belong: 
ing to the Tritan: 

James Hodgfon and William 
Pickett, lieutenants of infantry; 
Richard 
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Richard Fleming, proceeding to 
ractie as an attorney in the may- 
or's court; Charles Marfac, a na- 
tive; Walter Stirling Glats, pro- 
ceeding to fuperintend aa indigo 
manufactory belonging to his fa- 
ther; Mrs. Wade and Mifs Eliza- 
beth Carruthers; captain Philip 
Burnveate, commander; Mr. E, J. 
Bell, firft mate; Charles Bifley 
Gribble, fecond; kichard Davis, 
third; John Martin, furgeon; Phi- 
lip Jackfon, purfer. 

The invoice goods of the Triton, 
for Madras, amounted to about 
1<,0001, which had been fafely 
landed. Thofe for Bengal and 
Bencoolen were comparatively tri- 
fling. 

The French behaved with great 
politenefs to Mrs Wade and Mifs 
Carruthers: the officers and patlien- 
gers were allowed to bring on board 
the Diana as much as they could 
carry in bags or bundles, of their 
wearing apparel, but no bureau or 
trunks. The officers, crew, and 

allengers, are got on fhore, and 
ikewite fix wounded men, 

The Diana, Tapfen, commandar, 
has been taken up to carry them 
to Bengal, as foon as they are re- 
fitted. 

27, The following dreadful cir- 
cumttance occurred on Saturday 
morning about nine o'clock, in 
Houghton: ftreet, Clare Market. 
Two old houfes, occupied by lodg- 
ers, fell in one minute into the 
ftreet, and 17 perfons, who were in 
them at the time, out of twenty 
or thirty, who refided there, were 
buried in the ruins. Of thefe, 13 


had been taken out before noon; 
one of them a man about 60, nearly 
cruthed to atoms. The only fymp- 
tom immediately preceding their 
fall was, that fome of the window 
frames flew into the ftreet ; the two 
houfes were then feen to part, and 
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in a very few minutes afterward 
both fell fo entirely, that only a 
few feet ot the wall of each are re- 
maining above the pavement. 


JULY. 


1. Mary Nott was tried, at the 
Oid Bailey, for the wiltul murder 
of the count de Greffiere de Laval, 
a French emigrant, 

It appeared in evidence, that the 
had the care of a houfe, which was 
let out in lodgings, in Monmouth- 
court, Whitcomb-ftreet, the tront 
room in the tirft hoor of which was 
occupied by the count, The lodger 
in the room adjoining, not hearin 
the count as ulual, had, tor feveral 
mornings, enquired after hin; when 
the prifoner faid, fhe fuppofed he 
Was gone into the country witha 
French man and woman who ufed 
to call on him, but had not been 
there fince his abfence, for fhe had 
not feen him; that the key was not 
in his door, and, upon looking 
through the key-hole, the obferved 
the room was juft as fhe had left it. 
To another witnets, who had called 
on the 2nd of June, to fee the 
count, fhe faid, that he had gone 
out very early that morning, and 
that fhe did not expect him home 
until it was late. Some doubts, 
however, arifing from his abfence, 
a ladder was procured, perfeétly 
with the confent of the prifoner, 
to look into the room of the de- 
ceafed; and, upon the perfon's 
calling out that there was a man 
upon the bed, fhe cried out, that 
the would not have remained there 
lait night if fhe had known there 
was a man dead in the houfe; and 
upon which the alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood. A fimith was fent for, 
and the door forced open: the de- 
ceafed was found lying on the bed 
with a'l his clothes on but his coat; 

he 
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he was wrapped up in the bed- 
clothes, ‘and pillows covered his 
head: there was a great deal of 
blood in the room, a wound was 
obferved in the neck, and the body 
was nearly ina ftate of putrefaction. 
A woman, who lived in an oppo- 
fite houfe, and who had obferved 
the prifoner fhut one of the win- 
dows, which prevented her fecing 
into the prifoner’s room, on the 
day the murder was fuppofed to 
have been committed, went up with 
her at the time thé door was open- 
¢d, and obferving ‘his right-hand 
pocket was turned out, faid, he had 
been robbed ; to which the prifoner 
inftantly repbied, “ he did it bim- 
felf;" upon this witnef$ making a 
fimilar remark that he muft have 
been murdered, the again faid, “ he 
did it himfelf;” and upon her no- 
fivcing a wath-hand bafon with 
fone water in it tinged with blood, 
as it fome perfon had rinied their 
hands therein, the prifoner faid, 
“ itisnot range, not france at all ; 
what do von come here to raife fn- 
fpicions for?” Another neighbour 
had heard a fcream about two 
é'cloek on that day, but could not 
fay whenceit came. The deceafed 
was feen coming toward home be- 
tween twelve and one o’clock, and 
as the lodger in the next room went 
home as exrly as five, the fuppoft- 
tion was, that the murder had been 
committed tn that time. The fur- 
ceon who examined the body {wore 
pofitively there was no wound in 
the ide of the deceafed, but that the 
raifed tkin, fuppofed to be fuch, 
was from the putrefaétion; nor 
would he undertake to fay what 
was the caufe ot his death, although 
a confiderable quantity of blood 
Mmeht have iffzed from the wound 
mt bis neck, 

Hefide this te ftimony, which in- 
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cluded all that related to the prt. 


foner, it appeared that the deceaf. 
ed’s portmanteau had been cyt, 
that there was a knife upon the ta. 
ble, which wag by no méans bloody: 
that in his left hand pocket he had 
a knife and a key, the latter of whick 
opened a drawer, wherein were fe. 
veral pieces of French coin and 
three guineas; that the deceafed had 
been pofleffed of a ve rv confiderable 
property in France, and upon emi. 
grating to this country, an agent ix 
the city had allowed him twenty 
pounds per month: but affairs tak. 
ing fuch& turin there, that pitraned 
had beew ftopped, and he was fo rt 
duced, that a triend had forced upon 
him thé lean of four guineas: he 
having noother clothesthanthofe on 
his back. The prifoner denied the 
charge generally, and called three 

rious ‘to her charaGer, one of 
whom faid fle was of fo humane a 
difpotition, that if a worm lay in her 
way, fhe would turn afide rather 
than do it an injury. The jury 
went out of court about half an 
hour, and then returned a verdié 
of guilty. She is aged 63. 

* Richard Ludman, Ann Rhodes, 
Eleanor Hughes, and Mary Baker, 
were likewife indi@ed for the mut 
der of George Hebner. This mur 
der was committed in King-ftreet, 
Eaft Smithfield, in one of thofe db 
feure receptacles of debauchery 
with which this metropolis abounds, 
The body of the deceafed was 
found on the morning of Sunday, 
the 22d-of May, fufpended by the 
neck from a bed-poft, mm a room 
on the fecond floor, with his hands 
tied behind his back. This unfor- 
nate man was a tailor, and had, tt 
feemed, been in very diftrefied cit 
cumftances, which produced a pro- 

enfity to intoxication: when mu 
in liquor, his wife faid, he fle t fo 
found, that it was almoft impo bie 


to wake him, It was proved hg 
ne 
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the four prifoners were in the houfe 
(which belonged to Eleanor Hughes) 
on the evening of Saturday the orf, 
and next morning. They were 
feen, and fome of their converifa- 
tions heard, by two women who 
lived in an adjoining houfe: this 
houfe was feparated from that in 
which the deceafed was found by 
only a lath partition, perforated in 
feveral places, and the holes and 
crevices affording a diftinét view 
of almoft all the apartments of the 
latter. 

The manner in which the hands 
of the deceafed were bound with a 
piece of a tape was defcribed in the 
court. ‘Lhe knot that had been 
ufed was what feamen call atimber 
hitch, and it was obvioutly fuch as 
could not have been done by him- 
felf. There was no direct and po- 
fitive proof of the guilt of the pri- 
foners; but there was a chain of 
moft fufpicious circumftances point- 
ing ftrongly againit Ludman and 
Hughes. The lord chief baron 
fummed up the evidence with great 
precifion, candour, and humanity. 
it was on the expreflions ufed by 
the prifoners that the proof chiefly 
refted, and his lordfhip nicely dif- 
criminated between thofe which 
feemed to arife from furprife, on 
the difcovery of the fituation of the 
deceafed, and thofe which could be 
fuppofed to proceed only froma 
knowledge of the murder. The 
jury retired about an hour, and re- 
turned with a verdi, finding Ri- 
chard Ludman and Eleanor Hughes 
guilty.—Ann Rhodes and Marv 
Baker not guilty . 

Eleanor Hughes pleaded preg- 
nancy, to ftay the execution of her 
fentence. On whicha jury of ma- 
trons was collected and fworn, to 
examine her, and report their opi- 
mon to the court. They retired 
with the prifoner about half an 
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hour, and at their return declared 

her to be “ with child, but not 
quick with child.” 

Admiralty-Office, Fuly 2. 

Copy of a Letter from Vice Ad. 

miral Onflow, commanding his 

Majelty’s Ships and Veflels, at 

Piymouth, to Mr. Nepean, dated 

June 30. 

Herewith I have the pleafure to 
inclofe a letter from captain Tom: 
linfon, of his majefty's floop La 
Suffifante, containing particulars of 
his fuccefs in capturing the Morgan 
French privateer, and recapturing 
the fix Englifh merchant fhips 
named in the inclofed lift, that had 
been taken by her, and which vou 
will be pleafed to lay before my 
lords commiffioners of the admi- 
ralty, 

So complete a piece of fervice, 
performed by a veffel of fuch fimall 
force as the Sufhifante, I am per- 
fuaded their lordthips will admit, 
reflects great credit on captain 
Tomlinfon, his officers, and men. 

La Sufffante, Plymouth, Fune 40. 
SIR, 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
his majefty’s floop La Suffifante, 
under my command, has retaken 
two Englifh merchant fhips, on 
the 27th inftant, near the Ifle de 
Bas (from Oporto, laden with 
wine). I gained intelligence from 
the prifoners that the French pri- 
vateer which they belonged to car- 
ried 16 guns, and ro fwivels; and 
that on the preceding day fhe was 
to the northward of Scilly, in chafe 
of feveral Englith veffels; I there. 
fore immediately difpatched the 
prizes, with orders to go to Ply- 
mouth, and ftood in for the French 
coaft, between Ufhant and the Ifle 
de Bas, in hopes of meeting her on 
her return, or any other prizes that 
fhe fhould fend into Morlaix or 
Breft. 

On 
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On the following morning I had 
the good fortune to difcover the a- 
bove-mentioned privateer and four 
Joaded merchant fhips (her prizes) 
flanding toward us; and, as I 
fetched within gun-fhot of the pri- 
vateer, we gave her feveral broad- 
fides as we paffed on oppofite tacks ; 
and, on our putting about to follow 
him, he made the fignal for his 
prizes to difperfe. They were then 
about feven miles from us to the 
NW. 

At one, P. M. we fetched very 
near her lee-quarter, and opened a 
well-direéted fire of mufketry upon 
them from forward, which obliged 
them to ftrike before we could get 
alongfide to bring our great guns 
to bear upon her. 

As the greateft difpatch was ne- 
ceflary, to enable us to overtake the 
prizes, which were endeavouring to 
etcape by fteering on different di- 
rections, I ordered lieutenant I’ick- 
ford to take the command of the 
privateer, to fend the French cap- 
tain and officers on board the Suth- 
fante immediately, and then to 
make fail and oaflift me in taking 
the merchant thips; which fervice 
was performed very much to my 
fatisfaction, he having taken two of 
them, one of which I had not the 
leait hopes of his being able to come 
up with, as fhe was very far to the 
windward. 

To the fpirited and ative beha- 
viour of the officers aud crew of 
the Sufifante, I confider mvfelf in 
a great meafure indebted for our 
fuecefs, which is as complete as [ 
could with it to be; for, exclufive 
of the privateer, which isa fine cop- 
per-bettomed brig, capable of do- 
inp much mifchief, we have like- 
wife retaken fix valuable Englith 
merchant fhips, which are all that 
fhe had captured. 

Inclofed J] have the honour to 





tranfmit you a lift of the prizes and 
their cargoes; and am, fir, &c. 
Nicuotas To MLINSOW, 

The veffels re-captured as above 
are from 110 to 200 tons, and = 
laden altogether with above 109 
pipes of wine, 250 chefts of tea, 
befide cotton, lemons, vinegar, por. 
ter, with ftecl, and other dry 
goods. 

Admivalty Office, Fuly 5. 
Copy of a Letter, from Vice Adm. 
ral Kingfmill, Commander ig 

Chief of his Majefty’s Ships and 

Veffels on the Coatt ot Ireland, 

to Mr. Nepean, dated L’ Engage. 

ante, Cork Harbour, June 29, 

I have the fatisfaction of ac. 
quainting you, for the information 
of my lords commiflioners of the 
admiralty, that the whole of the 
fquadron which had {failed from 
Breft under the orders of commo- 
dore Moulfton, 1s in our poftletlion; 
La Legére, a fine coppered thip 
corvette, of 22 guns, being now 
brought in here by his majetty’s 
fhips Apollo and Doris; further 
particulars of which are contained 
mn the accompanying letter to me 
from captain Manley. Separated 
as thofe French {hips were, the cap- 
turing of them all is a rare inflance 
of tuccefs, and a proof of the aéti- 
vity of his majefty’s cruizers on 
this ftetion. Ihave the honeur to 
be, &c. 

R. KinGsmiLt. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain 

Manley, of his Majefty’s ae 

Apollo, to Vice Admiral Kingt- 

mill, dated Cork Harbour, June 

29. 

Agreeably to your order of the 
arft ult. I cruifed in his majefty’s 
fhip under my command, accom 
panied by his majefty’s hip Dons, 
until the 22d inft. and at mine 
o'clock in the morning of that day, 
in lat. 48 deg. 30 min. north, and 
long. 
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long. 8 deg. 28 min. weft, difco- 
vered the French national cor- 
vette, La Legére, very clofe to us 
to windward. We immediately 

ve chace, with the wind at 
NW, blowing a double-reefed 
topfail gale ; but, from her being a 
very fait failer, did not arrive with- 
in gun-fhot until feven o'clock in 
the evening, at which time the two 
fhips were a like diftance from her; 
and, after exchanging a few fhot, 
we had the fatisfaction to fee her 
ftrike her colours. 

She is copper-faftened and cop- 

-bottomed, and a remarkably 
fine fhip, poffefling every good qua- 
lity fora man of war. She iscom- 
manded by monf. Carpentier, has 
168 men on board, and is pierced 
for 22 guns, nine-pounders, 

She failed from Breft on the 4th 
inft. in company with three fri- 
gates, and has taken fix prizes. I 
am very much pleafed to find that 
the whole divifion are taken by the 
fquadron under your command, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. Maney. 
Admiralty Office, Fuly 16. 
Extra of a Letter from Sir John 

Jervis, K. B. Admiral of the Blue, 

and Commander in Chief of his 

Majefty’s Ships and Veffels in the 

Mediterranean, to Mr. Nepean, 

dated Victory, off Toulon, June 

10, : 

l acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the lords commiffioners of 
the admiralty, that lait evening, 
having obferved a French cruiter 
working up to Hieres Bay, within 
the iflands, I called captain Macna- 
mara, of his majefty’s thip Sovth- 
ampton, on board the Victory, 
omen the thip out, and direéted 

im to make a dafh at her, through 
the Grand Pafs, which he perform- 
ed with admirable {pirit and ala- 
crity: and I beg leave to refer their 
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lordthips to his ftatement inclofed, 

for the detail of this gallant action, 

Southampton, off Toulon, Fune ,o, 
SIR, 

In obedience to the orders I re. 
ceived from you on the Viéory's 
quarter deck laft evening, I puthed 
through the Grand Pafs, hauled up 
under the batteries on the north- 
eaft end of Porquerolle, with an 
eafy fail, in hopes I fhould be 
taken for a French or neutral fri- 
gate, which I have great reafon to 
believe fucceeded, for I got within 
piftol thot of the enemy’s thip be- 
fore I was difcover&d, and caution- 
ed the captain through a trumpet 
not to make a fruitlefs refiftance, 
when he immediately {napped his 
piftol at me, and fired his broad. 
fide. At this period, being very 
near the heavy battery of Fort Bre- 
oa I laid him inftantly on 

oard, and lieutenant Lydiard, at 
the head of the boarders, with an 
intrepidity no words can defcribe, 
entered and carried her in about 
ten minutes, although he met with 
a {pirited refiftance <a the captain 
(who fell) and a hundred* men un- 
det arms to receive him. In this 
fhort confli& the behaviour of all 
the officers and thip’s company of 
the Southampton had my full ap- 
probation, and I do not mean to 
take from their merit by ftating to 
you that the conduct of lieutenant 
Lydiard was above all praife. Af 
ter lafhing the two fhips together, 
I found fome difficulty in getting 
from under the battery, which kept 
up avery heavy fire, and was not 
able to return through the Grand 
Pafs before half patt one o'clock 
this morning, with the L’Uulité 
corvette of 24 guns, French fix 
ounders, commanded by citizen 
se aes Veza, and 136 men, feve- 
ral of whom efcaped on fhore ia 
the launch. lam happy to inform 
you 
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ou that I only loft one man, Wil- 

liam Oirton, marine, who was kill- 

ed by a piftol thot near me on the 

quarter deck. From the beft in- 

formation I can obtain, the enemy 
had killed and wounded 25. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. Macnamara, 

3. This day came on in the court 
of king’s bench, an action brought 
by the proprietors of the Telegraph 
againtt the proprietors of the Morn- 
ing Poft. The action was founded 
on the remarkable forgery of the 
L’Eclair (a French newfpaper) of 
the roth of February laft, contain- 
ing the pretended articles of a new 
armiftice, and the preliminaries of 
a treaty of peace between the em- 

ror of Germany and the French 
republic.—The declaration ftated, 
that the forgery was made by the 
proprietors of the Morning Poft, 
who had confpired to fend it to the 
Telegraph, to difcredit the charac- 
ter of that paper. 

The fact being proved in evi- 
dence, the jury, after a few minutes 
confultation, found a verdict for 
the plaintitts—damages i001. 

Lord Kenyon gave to the profe- 
cutors much credit for the prefent 
action, and defired it to be under- 
ftood as his opinion, that a criminal 
profecution would lie againft the 
perfons concerned in the forgery. 

4. An action was brought by Mr. 
Goki{midt againft Mr. Dickinfon, 
for talfely charging the plaintiff 
with having promifed to defray the 
expences of printing the forged 
L'Eclair mentioned in the preced- 
ing article, with a malicious inten- 
tron to injure the plaintiff in his re- 
putation, and to effect his ruin. He 
lail his damages at 20,0001. and 
evidence on both fides being heard, 
the jury brought in a verdiét for the 
plaintiff—damages 1,so00l. 

§- On Friday, came on to be 
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tried before lord Kenyon, an infor. 
mation, filed by the attorney -gene. 
ral, againft Daniel Ifaac Eaton, foe 
publifhing a fcandalous and mali: 
cious libel, called the * Political 
Dictionary,” in which certain ex. 
planations were given of certain 
words, and, among others, a crowy 
was defined to be a bauble, which 
the people gave a million a year to 
{fupport. ‘ A king—from the Sax. 
on word koning, meant Cunning 
and craft, and would foon be jn 
difrepute in this country.” « 
niggard—a king who had defrauded 
his fubjeéts of nine millions of mo. 
ney.” “Oh! Mr. Guelph, where 
will you go when you die?” &c, 
By thefe the defendant had endea. 
voured to caufe it to be believed, 
that our fovereign lord the king had 
oppreffed his fubjects, and defraud. 
ed them of nine millions of money, 
The information further charged 
the defendant with faying, in the 
fame book, that a guillotine was 
neceflary to be employed im this 
country, as a merciful mode of de- 
ftroving kings and queens, becaufe 
their heads might be cut off with 
lefs pain by that machine than by 
an axe. 

The attornev-general explained 
to the jury the feveral charges ttat- 
ed in the information. He defired 
them to read the whole book, and 
they would find every paffage in it 
equally libellous with thofe already 
read to them; they would find iat 
the groffeft attack againft religion, 
which was defined to be—* a fu- 
perftition invented by the arch 
bifhop of hell, in order to deceive 
and opprefs the people,” &¢. No 
bility was there declared to be—“* a 
titled order of men, fo called from 
their hereditary profligacy,” &€¢ 
“ Nefafti Dies—Modern days, 9 
which it was not allowed to admi 
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eyen-lord Kenyon prefided in the 
court of king’s-bench.” Upon 
reading this paflage, the attorney- 
poeta paid many handfome com- 
iments to the noble judge on the 
ch, who was the object of this 
uamerited abufe. He then declar- 
ed the whole book was alogether 
the moft fcandalous and inflamma- 
tory libel that ever was publifhed, 
as well as the groffeit attack upon 
ivate worth, 
Pr after Mr. Vaughan had {poken 
for the defendant, and the attorney- 
general in reply, lord Kenyon fum- 
med up the evidence, in the courfe 
of which he defired the jury not to 
rd that part of the libel that re- 
fpected himfelf.—The jury tound 
the defendant guilty. 

6. This day, was tried another 
information againft Daniel [faac 
Eaton, for publifhing a book, cail- 
ed “ A Summary of the Duties of 
Citizenfhip,” written for the ufe of 
the correfponding fociety of Lon- 
don. It ftated a variety of remarks 
upon the regal power, the military, 
clergy, and law, which we deem it 
improper to recapitulate. 

he attorney-general obferved, 
there would be an end of govern- 
ment, and the laws by which {fo- 
ciety was bound together, if he did 
not offer publications of fo dange- 
fous and pernicious a nature to the 
vonfideration of a jury. He {aid 
he fhould produce the fame kind of 
evidegte of the publication of the 
book which he had lately offered, 
and which had always been deemed 
fufficient. 

Two witneffes depofed as to pur- 
chafing the book at the defendant’s 
houfe, in Newgate ftreet, of his 
wife, 

Mr. Vaughan argued againft re- 
ceiving fuch flight «lence of the 
publication. He : Mr. 
Eatoa knew not). ~ of the book 
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being fold at his houfe; that he was 
ablent whea it was fold, and had 
previoutly givea orders that it thould 
not be fold. He called two or 
three witneiles, for the purpete of 
proving that fact, but their evi- 
dence by no means feemed to fatis- 
fy either the court or the jury, 

The attorney-general replied, and 
lord Kenyon addrefled the jury, re- 
marking the milapplication of the 
law, as laid down by the defend. 
ant’s countel to the court for theie 
conlideration. 

‘The jury found the defendam— 
guilty. 

Jofeph Burks, bookfeller, iu Sun- 
ftreet, Bifhopfate-fireet, was found 
guilty of publithing the fame pam. 
phiet. 

12. On Saturday lait, at the af- 
fizes at Winchefter, an action was 
brought by fir Hyde Parker, again 
major Hugh Baillie, for crim. con. 
with the lady of the former. The 
defendant allowed judgment to go 
by default, and the damages allow- 
ed were 3000). 

23. The London Gazette of this 
evening contains the following ex- 
tract of a letter from captain ‘rol- 
lope, of his majefty’s fhip the Glat- 
ton, to vice admiral Macbride, 
commanding his majefty’s thips aod 
veflels in Yarmouth Koads, dated 
the 21ft inftant. 

I beg leave to inform vou, that, 
in purtuance of your orders, I fail. 
ed iv his majefty’s fhip Glatton on 
the isth of July from Yarmouth 
Roads, in order to join captain Sa- 
vage and a fquadron under his 
command: the on the 16th, atone 
P. M. we obferved a fquadron 2. 
bout four or five leagues off Hel- 
voet. Owing to light winds and 
calms it was feven P. M. betore we 
were near enough to diicover the 
{quadron to confift ef fix frigates, 
one of which, the conmodore’s 
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fhip, appeared to mount near 50 
guns; two others appeared about 
36 guns, remarkably fine long fri- 
gates; and the other three fmaller, 
and which mount about twenty- 
eight gunseach, There were alfoa 
very fine brig and cutter with them. 
We foon fufpected, from their fig- 
nals, and their not anfwering our 
private fignals, that they were ene- 
mies, and immediately cleared for 
action, and bore down to them. 
From their manceuvring it was ten 
at night before we got clofe along- 
fide the third fhip in the enemy’s 
line, which, from her fize, we fup- 
pofed to be the commodore ; when, 
after hailing her, and finding them 
to be a French fquadron, I ordered 
him to {trike his colours, which he 
returned with a broadiide, and, I 
believe, was well repaid by one 
from the Glatton within twenty 
yards; after which the action be- 
came general with the enemy’s fqua- 
dron, the two headmoft of which 
had tacked, and one of the largeft 
had placed herfelf alongfide, and 
another on our weather bow, and 
the fternmott had placed themfelves 
on our lee quarter and ftern: in 
this manner we were engagcd on 
both fides for a few minutes, with 
our vard arms nearly touching thofe 
of the enemy on each fide; but I 
am happy to acquaint you, that in 
lefs than twenty minutes the weight 
of our fire had beat them off on all 
fides; but when we attempted to 
follow them, we, much to our re- 
gret, found it impotlible. I have 
no doubt, from the apparent con- 
fulion the enemy were in, we fhiould 
have gained a decifive victory, but 
unfortunately, in aitempting to 
wear, we found every part of our 
running rig ing totally cutto pieces, 
and the major part of our @anding 
Tivging; every ftay, except the 
mizen, either cut or badly wound- 
6 , 


CI PAL (July, 
ed, and our mafts and yards cong. 
derably damaged. In this fituat; 

although every officer and man eg. 
erted themfelves to the utmof the 
whole night, it was feven in the 
morning before the thip was in to. 
lerable order to renew the aétion, 
The enemy, who appeared in the 
morning in a clofe line, feemed t 
have futfered very little in their rie. 
ging, although I am certain they 
mult have received much damage 
in their hulls, at which the whole 
of our fire was direéted. As they 
did not choofe to come near ys 
again, although they muft plainly 
have feen our difabled ftate, but 
made the beft of their way for 
Fluthing, we followed them as 
clofe as we could till the 17th a 
nine A. M. when they were within 
three leagues of that port, with the 
hopes of meeting with fome affift- 
ance to enable me to deftroy them; 
but it coming on to blow hard at 
weft, in the difabled ftate the thip 
was in, we were forced to haul off 
the fhore; but although we were 
not able to take any of them, I 
truft you will think the officers and 
ménu whom I have the honour to 
command in the Glatton, to whom 
I have reafon to give every merit 
for their fteady, gallant, and cool 
behaviour in the attack, have done 
their utmoft, and alfo fome good, in 
driving fo very fuperior a force into 
port to refit, that might have done 
very confiderable damage i our 
trade had they got tofea. I cannot 
conclude this without recommends 
ing to your notice, in the ftrongett 
manner, lieutenant Robert Wil- 
lians, my firft lieutenant, who 
gave me every afliftance in his 
power on the upper deck; 4s alfa 
lieutenant Schomberg, fecond lieu- 
tenant, and lieutenant Pringle, third 
lieutenant, who commanded on the 
lower deck; and alfo captain 
Strangeway% 
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| ys, of the marines, who, 
Tam very forry to acquaint you, 
has received a bad wound froma 
. poufquet ball in his thigh, which is 
not extracted yety who after he had 
teceived it, and had a tourniquet 
on, infifted on coming on deck to 
his quarters again, where he re- 
mained, encouraging his men, till 
he was faint with the lofs of blood, 
and I was under the neceility of or- 
dering him to be carried down a- 
gain; and all the warrant officers 
and petty officers and fhip’s com- 
pany behaved as Englifh failors al- 
ways do on fuch occafions. And 
Tan particularly happy in acquaint- 
ing you, that 1 have not loft one 
lie in fo warm an action, and 
only one wounded befides captain 
Strangeways, viz. William Hall, 
the corporal of marines, who alfo 
received a mufquet ball through his 
thigh bone; the ball paffed out on 
the oppofite fide.. Our {mall lofs 
can only be attributed to their fir- 
ing totally at our rs to difable 
us, in which they too well fucceed- 
ed; and his majefty’s thip Glatton 
being unfit to keep the fea from the 
damage fhe has received in her 
maits, yards, and rigging, I have 
thought fit, for the good of his ma- 
jefty’s fervice, to come to Yarmouth 
roads to refit, 

16, At Reading affizes, an indiét- 
ment was preferred againft a mo- 
ther ag her fon, a child about ten 
years of age, which may prove a 
ufeful leffon to thofe parents who 
are fo wicked and inconfiderate as 
to encourage their children in pil- 
fering and ftealing. Stephen Lee, 
the child, having at different times 
ftolen money from his fellow fer- 
vants, carried it to his mother, Ma- 
ty Lee, who ufed to receive and 
keep the fame; but this being at 
laft difcovered, the child was in- 


ited ‘. ftealing two guineas, half 
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a crown, and a fhilling, from Tho- 
mas Allen, one of his fellow-fers 
vants, and which he carried to his 
mother ; he was found guilty; but 
the lord chief baron, who tried him 
with his ufual humanity and dift 
cernment, being convinced a chifld 
of fuch tender years was more to bé 
pitied than feverely punithed, fet. 
tenced him to fix months imprifon- 
ment: but the mother, who was at 
the fame time indicted for encou- 
raging, aiding, and abetting her fon 
in the robbery, being found guilt 
(as a punifhment for a crime of fo 
deep a dye as that of training u 
her child in fuch vile praétices, an 
which in all probability would at 
laft bring him to the gallows, and 
as a warning to other parents) after 
many pointed obfeevations on fo 
unnatural an offence, was ordered 
to be tran{ported for feven years. 

28. At Warwick affizes, Johz 
Gale Jones, John Binns, and Fran- 
cis Bathurft, who had been appre- 
hended at Birmingham for feditious 
ope were brought to triaf. 

hey wére feverally indi&ed for 
ittering feditious words. Jones and 
Binns, declaring they were not 
ready to take their trial, traverfed 
their indi&tment. Bathurft declar- 
ed, that he was ready to take his 
trial immediately; but Mr. Perci- 
val, counfel for the crown, declar- 
ed it would be impoffible to pro- 
ceed on his trial with fafety, on ac- 
count of the abfence of a material 
witnefs; and Mr. White, folicitor 
for the crown, producing three 
writs of certiorari, to remove the 
feveral indiétments into the court 
of king’s bench, the prifoners were 
refpectively difcharged on giving 
bail for their appearance. 

go. At the affizes at Guildford, 
came on the trial of Theophilus 
Bridges, of Temple ftreet, Profpect- 
place, St, ‘George’s-fields, for.the 

(D) wilful 










































(soy PRINCIPAL 


wilful murder of Elizabeth Monk, 
Mr. Garrow ftated, that the fe 
foner followed the bufinefs of an 
army button-maker; and that he 
had taken as apprentices feven girls 
from the guardians of the Afylum ; 
that he kept them at work, in a 
clofe apartment, from four in the 
morning to eight, and fometimes 
ten in the evening ; that any inabi- 
lity or negleét was punifhed, not 
only with beatin chiara but a 
deprivation of their ufual allowance 
at meals, which at beft were but 
fcanty, having a little meat on Sun- 
days only; that the deceafed was 
of a delicate conftitution, and un- 
able to do the fame portion of 
work as the other apprentices, which 
frequently caufed her to be feverely 
beaten; that on the 7th of January 
1795, the prifoner beat the deceafed 
feverely, and, after firiking her 
down, kicked her in the fide; that 
notwithftanding the injury fhe had 
fuftained, fhe endeavoured to con- 
tinue her work until bed time, but 
complained to the girl who flept 
with her, that her fide was fo very 

ainful, fhe could not fit up, nor 
— it; but fuch was the experi- 
ence they had of his cruel difpot- 
tion, they durft not utter a com- 
plaint in his hearing; that fhe con- 
tinued endeavouring to work until 
the 1sth of that month, wien, be- 
ing fo affe&ted with the pain in her 
fide, as to be utterly unable to fit at 
her work, the prifoner again beat 
her, and, particularly, took her by 
the arms, and beat her head againtt 
the pump; that, foon after, fhe was 
put to bed, and was found dead in 
the morning; that, to conceal his 
guilt, the prifoner fent fora fur- 
geon to the deceafed; but previ- 
oufly to his obtaining a fight of her, 
informed him, by his wife (Mrs. 
Bridges) “ that the girl had been 
dong in a confumption, which was 
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now got very bad; and that fhe 
was very much troubled witha pain 
in her fide conftantly :” shar the 
furgeon, on viewing the girl, fay 
her fo much emaciated by her dif. 
order (as he was led to fuppofe, by 
Mrs. Bridges’ account) and beig 
of opinion that it was not ip the 
power of medical aid to fave her 
told her miftrefs fo, and left her. 
that the prifoner fome days after. 
ward, fent for an undertaker, and 
had her buried: that one of the 
girls having cgmmunicated to her 
triends the circumftance, it was 
communicated to the guardians of 
the Afylum, who inftituted the pre. 
fent profecution. Mr. Saumarez, 
the furgeon, who faw the deceafed, 
could not {peak decifively on the 
fubject, not having (on account of 
the artful information he received 
from Mrs. Bridges) examined the 
patient any further than to feel her 
pulfe. The undertaker had ob- 
ferved her back and fhoulders to 
be very much bruifed; and one 
place, in particular, appeared as if 
fhe had had a blifter recently ap- 
plied to her back. 

The evidence being clofed, lord 
Kenyon thus fpoke: “ Gentlemen 
of the jury, the evidence of the fur- 
geon and undertaker renders the 
cafe fo very doubtful, that I do not 
fee how we can proceed any fur- 
ther, as the law requires proof that 
fome aétual violence infliéted by 
the prifoner, was the caufe of the~ 
girl’s death. It happens unfortu- 
nately, that the diftance of time 
fince it happened renders it impol- 
fible to obtain fuch information a 
the law requires. 

“ Now Iam on this fubjed, I 
will fay, and I hope it will have is 
due effect, that perfons like the pr- 
foner taking children from chante 
ble foundations as apprentices of 
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; as tafk-mafters, they muft 
confider that the kindnefs as well as 
the authority of a parent is trans- 
ferred to them; and when they take 

themfelves to exercife the au- 
thority of correction as a matter, 
le them remember they owe alfo the 
kindnefs of a parent.”’— His lord- 
thip concluded with fome very 
handfome compliments to the guar- 
dians for their conduct in the pre- 


fecution. 
Othe jury immediately returned a 
verdit—not guilty. 
The grand jury were not dif- 
charged : Mr. Garrow moved that 
he remain in cuftody: a bill was 


then preferred againft him for a’ 


rape, which was found a true bill: 
the counfel not being prepared, he 
was ordered to remain in cuftody 
till the next affizes, then to take his 
trial, 


AUGUST. 
3. Mr. Banks has finifhed a very 


fine model of marquis Cornwallis, 
for the purpofe of making a ftatue 
in marble, which is to be fent to 
Madras, and placed in a confpicu- 
ous ftation, as a mark of the grati- 
tude of the Eaft India company, for 
the military fervices of the gallant 
veteran. The figure appears in 
parliamentary robes. On the pe- 
deftal there is to be a baffo relievo, 
exprefling the furrender of the fons 
of Tippoo to the Britifh hero. The 
figure is well conceived, and the at- 
titude is heroic, without affectation. 
The likenefs is the moft exaé of 
any that have been made of the efti- 
mable original. 

This artift is alfo employed on 
an urn, which is to be ereéted in 

nour of the late colonel Kyd, in 

alcutta. Colonel Kyd was an a- 
miableand intelligent chara¢ter. He 
Was diftinguithed for botanical re- 
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fearches ; and India is indebted to 
him for mony valuable plants, which 
he brought from various quarters, 
and which are now in the moft 
flourifhing ftate in Calcutta, and 
its vicinity. 

Bath, Aug. 3. Friday laft an a. 
larming accident happened at the 
coal-pits at Highgrove, near Timf- 
bury, in this county, owing to the 
forgetfulnefs of a boy leaving a 
lighted candle againft one of the 
timber-props placed to fupport the 
roof of the pits. This taking fire, 
communicated to a large quantity 
of coal near it that was ready for 
landing ; this communicated to the 
other timbers, and in a {hort time 
the whole pit was on fire—at leaft 
forty loads of wood were fuppofed 
to be in the pit. Sunday, three 
men went down another pit that 
had a communication with that on 
fire, but the air-fhaft being entirely 
{topt, the foul air, being ftaynated 
by the {moak, immediately fuffo- 
cated them; by the greateft exer 
tions, two were drawn up, one to- 
tally dead, and the other apparently 
fo; by the afliduity, however, of a 
furgeon, he was brought to life, 
but there are little hopes of his re- 
covery: the others are totally loft. 
They have both left wives and 
children. The fire is {till extend. 
ing through the works, and it is 
feared will communicate to other 
pits near it. The damage already 
done amounts to many thoufand 
pounds, befide the lofs of working 
the coals, as the fire {till continues, 
and it will be fome months before 
the pits will be able to work again. 

4. At Stafford affizes an extraor- 
dinary incident took place: one of 
the prifoners (William Cotterell) 
was indiéted for a burglary and 
robbery in the houfe of Mr. For- 
man of Hand{worth, to which he 
pleaded guiltv; nor could he be 

(D 2) perfuaded 























(52) 


perfuaded to offer any plea, until 
the j threatened, in cafe he 
perfifted, to order him for ‘gone 
execution. He then pleaded not 

ilty, and his trial proceeded. 
However fufficient evidence not 
appearing to convict him, he was 
of courfe (though very unexpect- 
edly) acquitted. 

13. vid Downie, who was 
fentenced to fuffer with Watt at 
Edinburgh, for high treafon, has 
arrived Tafe at New York with his 
family, in the Amfterdam packet, 
from Greenock. 

20. Thurfday fe’nnight, was ex- 
ecuted on Bodmin common, pur- 
fuant to his fentence at the laft 
fummer affizes, John Hofkin, tin- 
net, for being principal in a riot, 
and bearing and taking from Sa- 
muel Phillips, miller, a quantity of 
wheat. At the place of execution 
he harangued the fpectators for a 
confiderable time, with the moft 
unaffected calmnefs, acjufted the 
rope (to ufe his own expreffion) 
that it might put him out of pain 
the fooner, fung a hymn with the 
cap drawn over his eyes, and to 
the laft moment perfifted that he 
never ftruck the man, nor faw any 
of the corn, 

Great Yarmouth, Aug.20. Yefter- 
day a riot took place here, at a 
lecture delivered by Mr. Thelwall, 
on a fubje& from Roman hiftory. 
About eight o’clock a pretty nu- 
merous company were afleinbled 
at the room appointed for the pur. 
pofeof delivering thelectures, when 
a number of perfons, fuppofed 
to be from the thips of war riding 
in the roads, burit into the room, 
armed with cutiaflesand bludgeons, 
attacked and difperfed the com- 
pany. The leéturer himielf made 
a narrow efcape. We are forry te 
hear that feveral perfons who were 
prefent have besn ferioufly hurt. 
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(Angua, 
Such is the firft aceount 

heard of the bufinefs: we hen 
the magiftrates will take 
meafure to inveftigate the circum. 
ftances, and bring to juftice the ay. 
thors of 7 riot. 

23. his morning, a 
whale came up the xe as far 
Rotherhithe, and was killed near 
Execution Dock, after having over. 
fet two boats. It meafured nine. 
teen feet in length. 

24. On Sunday morning, adve 
was fought in Hyde-park, between 
Mr. Pride and Mr. Caaneneee two 
American gentlemen, in which the 
latter received a fhot, which ter. 
minated in his death, on Tuefday, 
at Richardfon’s hotel, in Coven. 
garden, to which the body had 
been removed. The dael origina. 
ed on Saturday evening, at the faid 
hotel, in a difpute on the fubjedtof 
American politics. The coroner's 
inqueft brought in their verdié, 
wilful murder againft a perfon, or 
perfons unknown ; nothing Having 
appeared in evidence to criminate 
Mr. Pride, or any one individual ia 
particular. 

25. Yefterday the coroner’s i» 
queft fat on the body of Mr. Thomas 
Yates, who was unfortunately hot 
on Monday, the 22d, at his houl 
in Pimlico. 

Mary Thompfon, a girl, who 
lived fervant with the deceaied and 
his wife, depoféd, that they had re 
moved from their late refidence 10 
Panton-ftreet, and come to refide 
wholly at No. 9, Stafford-place, is 
which houfe, mifs Elizabeth Jones 
who had fome pretenfions to the 
houfe, as having been left her by 
the late Mr. Yates, uncle to the de- 
ceafed, refided. The witnels d@ 
pofed, that Mr. Yates did not dart 
to venture at any time out of hs 
houfe to the ftreet, for fearof be 
ing locked out by mifs Jones, “ 
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that he therefore occafionally ufed 
to amufe himfelf with his children 
jn the garden ; that, about a week 
Mr. Beard, a pro¢tor, fent a 
n of the name of John Sel- 
gel the houfe, for the purpofe, 
as was alleged, of protecting the 
fon of mifs Jones from vio- 
ce; and, on Sunday laft, another 
n came to the houfe, of the 
name of Footner, a Leen en 
who was an acquaintance of Mr. 
Sellers ; they dined with mifs Jones, 
and Footner ftaid all night in the 
houfe, under the pretence that the 
Park-gate was fhut, and he could 
not get through. 
next morning, about the 
ufual hour of breakfaft, the de- 
ceafed had gone to lie down upon 
the bed, and mifs Jones mifling 
him, and fuppofing he was gone 
out, went down and locked the 
doors, and declared that no perfon 
fhould come in, but that thofe who 
were in might go out. Mrs, Yates, 
in the mean time, fent the witnefs 
out to purchafe fome articles, and 
there was a good deal of aiterca- 
tion about admitting her again. 
Mr. Yates, the deceafed, foon after 
came down; Mrs. Yates went out 
in a hackney coach, leaving the 
deceafed in the houfe. About half 
paft four in the afternoon, Sellers, 
mifs Jones, and Footner, dined to- 
gether ; and the deceafed, after his 
dinner, took a walk in the gar- 
den. 

The witnefs was, at this time, 
in the back kitchen ; the diftinétly 
heard mifs Jones.and Footner fhut 
the doors that led from the paflage 
to the yard, and from the yard te 
the garden. ‘The deceafed difco- 
vering their intention, endeavour- 
ed to prevent them; but not being 
able, he went to the kitchen win- 
dow, which he defired the witnefs 
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to lift up; fhe did fo, and he en. 

deavoured to force himfelf between 

the bars, but without effeét, being 
a very lufty man. Sellers then came 
into the back kitchen, with a piftol 

in his right hand, and told the de- 

ceafed he muft not comein. The 
deceafed endeavoured to draw him- 
felf back. The witnefs cried out 
to Sellers, ‘ For God’s fake, don’t 
fhoot—for God's fake, don’t kill 
him.’ She faw him put his thumb 
upon his pittol to cock it; the de 

ceafed ftretched forth his hand as 
far as he could, endeavouring to 
turn the piftol away, when Sellers 
immediately fred it off, and the 
ball ftruck the deceafed in the 
breaft; who immediately exclaim- 
ed, I am wounded, put his hand 
to the place, ran toward the garden, 
and fell down. The witnefs then 
rufhed to the front kitchen, not- 
withitanding the endeavours of Sel- 
lers to prevent her, and got out of 
the window into the area. The 
report of the piftol, and her cries, 
foon brought a number of people 
about, who lifted ber over the 
rails. Sellers, in the interim, open- 
ed the ftreet door, when the wit- 
nefs faid, that was the man who 
fhot her mafter, and he was direét- 
lv fecured. Mr, Cruikfhank and 
Mr. Brown, furgeons, were next 
examined with refpeét to the 
wound; and Robert Jaggett and 
Henry Clapton, as to what paffed 
when Sellers was apprehended 
and brought into the prefence 
of the wounded gentleman. A 
perfon, who lived the next door, 
depofed, that when Sellers was ap- 
prehended by Jaggett and Clapton, 
he went with him into the garden, 
when he fell on his knee, and afked 
the deceafed to forgive him, for 
that he did not iatend it; to which 
the deceafed made no reply, but 
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only obferved to the perfons about 
him that he was the man who did it. 

The coroner informed the jury, 
that they were to judge whether the 
parties were all participant in the 
murder, and knew it was to take 
place, or could have prevented it, 
and did not; in either cafe they 
were equally culpable, and alike 
punifhable by the laws of the coun- 
try. If they were fatisfied, from 
the conduét of the parties during 
the whole of the day, that they 
aéted in concert, it was quite fuf- 
ficient to implicate them in the 
guilt of the party who aétually did 
commit the murder which had been 
fo unequivocally proved. 

The jury confulted about ten 
minutes, and returned a verdict of 
wilful murder againft John Sellers, 
Elizabeth Jones, and Richard Foot- 
ner, 


SEPTEMBER. 


Sept. 16. This day, John Sel- 
lers, Elizabeth Jones, and Richard 
Footner, were tried at the Old Bai- 
ley, for the wilful murder of 
Thomas \ates. The queftion on 
which the whole trial turned, with 
re{peét to Sellers, was, whether he 
fired the piftol malicioufly or acci- 
dentally. After a long trial, the jury 
brought in their verdiét—John 
Sellers, not guilty of murder, but 

uilty of manflaughter, Elizabeth 
Sieaes and Richard Footner— Not 
Guilty. 

The principal points which af- 
feéted the verdicts willappear from 
the following charge to the jury 
delivered by baron Rooke. : 

Gentlemen of the jury, 

This is an indi€ment againf 
the three prifoners, John Sellers, 
Elizabeth Jones, and Richard Foot- 
ner ; and the indi&tment ftates, that 
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John Sellers has murdered Thomas 
Yates, by footing him with 4 
ee ; and that Elizabeth Jones and 
“Richard Footner were prefent, aid. 
ing and abetting at that murder 
The queftion for you to try, there. 
fore, will be, whether Sellers is 
uilty of having wilfully thot 
homas Yates, and whether Eliza. 
beth Jones and Richard Footner 
were, at the time of committip 
the murder, at the time of the kill. 
ing, either actually, or by any 
rule of law, conftructively prefent 
when he was fo killed? In order 
to clear this cafe of any doubt in 
point of law, I fhall firft ftate to 
you what I take the law of the 
cafe to be, and then you will be 
better enabled to apply the faéts to 
that law. JI take it to be clear, 
that whoever had the title to this 
houfe, Mr. Yates, at this time, hav. 
ing been in the reai joint poflefiion, 
or permiflive potlefion by himfelf, 
and his fervant being there (to fay 
nothing of the wife) if he took a 
walk in the garden, and_ they 
thought proper to bolt him out, if 
he attempted, by any force of 
breaking the windows, to get in 
again, he was juftifiable in {fo do- 
ing; and if any perfon has wan- 
tonly fhot him in that attempt, he 
is guilty of murder. That law I 
have not a doubt about; that Mr. 
Yates himfelf had a right to come 
in—he had never quitted the whole 
premifes—was gone out to walk 
in the garden, and had (from be 
ing in what fome of the witnelles 
call, a joint poffeffion, and others 
{peak of, as a permitlive poffeffion) 
a right to come into the ho 
again when his fervant affifted him; 
and if Sellers wilfully fot at him, 
he is guilty of murder, Thats 
the principal point, and if you 


fhould think that Sellers has a 
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an act, which either amounts to 
murder or manflaughter, then you 
will have to confider whether Jones 
or Footner were abetting Sellers at 
the time he committed the fact. 
Now this I thould hold to be abet- 
ting, that if they faw Mr. Yates 
coming into the houfe, and told 
Gellers to go down with a loaded 
iftol and fhoot him, and faid, 
don’t let him come in, they (being 
in the houfe, and telling him to do 
that) would be guilty as abettors, 
and would have a fufficient con- 
ftruétive prefence to warrant their 
being found guilty upon the alle- 
tions of this indiétment. This 
ftate only as general law; it will 
be neceflary for you now to attend 
to the facts, as the witnefles have 
proved them, and then it will be 
for you to fee whether this piftol 
was fired wilfully or accidentally ; 
if wilfully, it is murder ; if acciden- 
tally, it is manflaughter ; and then 
you will have to pronounce how far 
Jones and Footner have been abet- 
tors in the killing. 
(Here the learned judge fummed 
up the evidence on both fides}. 
This is the whole of the evidence 
onthe one fide and on the other, 
and now to apply that evidence to 
the cafes of the different perfons : 


_ Elizabeth Jones and Richard Foot- 


mer are charged then with being 
prefent, and aiding and abetting 
Sellers at the time he fired off this 
piftol. There is no direét evidence 
of their being prefent, of their hav- 
ing counfelled him, or having had 
any thing todo withhim. On the 
contrary, there is very ftrong evi- 
dence in favour of both of them. 
There is evidence in favour of 
Jones, that at the very firft fight of 
the piftols the faid the would rather 
leave the houfe than they fhould be 
there ; and that it was not till her 
attorney and Sellers had interpofed, 


and affured her that fhe need not 

be alarmed, that fhe would confent 

to the piftols being fuffered to fay; 

after that, it feems mifs Jones and 

Footner expeéted that there would 

be perfons come on the part of 
Mr. Yates into the houfe on Mon- 

day, and thought it neceffary, to- 

gether with Sellers, to keep thofe 
perfons out, to prevent Mr, Yates 
from turning the tables upon them 
and turning them out; and, they 
for that purpofe, locked all the 
doors with Sellers’s afliftance, There 
is no pofitive evidence as to what 
they did at the time Mr. Yates was 
endeavouring to get into the houfe, 
there being no pofitive evidence of 
that fort, and the ftory told by Mary 
Thompfon not being that which 
warrants us in forming a rigid pre- 
judice againft mifs Jones and Foot. 
ner, it appears but juftice for us to 
fay that they {peak the truth in their 
defence, when they fay, ‘ they did 
not know the piftols were loaded ;’ 
and Footner, * that he knew no- 
thing of the matter till he heard the 
piftol fired.’ If you are of that 
opinion you cannot conclude that 
they were prefent either by legal 
conftruétion, or actually at the 
time the piftol was fired; and, 
therefore, as to them, it feems you 
will have very geod ground to ac- 
quit them as being acceflaries, aid- 
ing and abetting in this att of 
fhooting; and 1 think it beft to 
difpofe of them firfl, becaufe then 
it will leave Sellers’s cafe to be cone 
fidered wholly by itfelf, fubjeét to 
your judgment. I think you will 
do no injuftice to your country, but 
rather juftice, if you acquit Jones 
and Footner of being acceflaries 5 
there is hardly evidence to draw a 
conclufion that muft affect their 
lives, if they are, found guilty. 
Then, as to Sellers, the great point 
is, whether this piftol went off by 
(D 4) accident 
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accident or defign ; he had no pre- 
vious malice againft the deceafed 
moft clearly; he knew nothing of 
the deceafed rill he was invited into 
the houfe of Mr. Yates and mifs 
ones by the recommendation of 

Ir. Beard and Mr. Biggs; and 
when he came into the houfe he 
tells you, that Mr. Yates behaved 
with a great degree of violence, and 
he was advifed by thofe to whom 
he thought proper to refer, to have 
—ox for his defence. So far then 
t 


feems thefe arms were brought 
jnto the houfe to protect this man 
rd mifs Jones, againft any vio- 
ence that Mr. Yates (whofe tem- 
per was violent) might ufe againft 
them; and that the piftols were 
prougnt in for that purpofe ; but the 


iftolsare brought in unloaded, Sel- 
hg therefore, at fome time or other 
(and weare notinformed when) muft 
have loaded them, One of them 
js loaded at this hour; and he ac- 
knowledged it was loaded with ball ; 
he knew therefore at the time he 
took that piftol up, that it was 
Joaded with bali We have noevi- 
dence to contradi@ hin, as to his 
taking this piftol up upon the im- 
pulfe of the inoment; but when a 
man takes up fo dreadtul a weapon 
as that upon the impuile of the mo- 
ment, without a provocation, it 
will not jultity him in any impro- 
per ufe he may make of that piftol. 
He knew it was loaded, and he 
took it up upon the impulfe of the 
moment, becaufe he underftood 
Mr. Yates was forcing bis way into 
the houfe. He was advited, and 
they all agreed, if they could get 
Mr. Yates into the garden’ they 
would keep bim there till the law- 
yers of both jarties met, which 
was expected in che evening. Mr, 
Yates had cleerly a right to come 
into that houfe again, and any per- 
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fon who ftopped Mr. Yates from 
coming into that houfe was a tref. 
pafler, for he was only coming ou 
of the garden: fome faying it was 
a joint and others a permiflive pof, 
feflion. Well then, this was a for 
of poffeffion the attorney had told 
them in point of policy they wer 
to deprive them of; but the attor. 
ney was not fo wife as to advife 
them not to detain him from that 
poffeffion by the means of deadly 
weapons ; but he takes up this wea. 
pon, and he comes down ftairs; ng 
provocation was given to him ; he 
fees Mr. Yates in a very helplefs 
ftate, endeavouring to get in at the 
window ; he tells Mr. Yates, * he 
muit not come in.’ Mr, Yates is 
frightened and retreats, and in the 
time of retreating the piftol goes 
off. It may be faid in Sellers’s fa. 
vour, that he fired it upon a re. 
treating and not upon an advancin 
man. That circumftance is in his 
favour. It is faid by Mr. Sellers, 
that Mr. Yates touched the piftol, 
and fo gave the jar ; it is pofitively 
faid by the girl, that Mr. Yates did 
not touch the piftol, nor could 
touch the piftol ; and the converfa- 
tion between Mr. Yates and Sellers 
jn the garden, if you believe the 
witnefs, is, that he afked whether 
they were in the aét of a fcuffle at 
the time the piftol went off; he 
faid * no, no;’ but when he aked 
him if he thought the piftol was 
fired off malicioufly, Mr. Yates 
faid, in that very awful moment, 
© yes, yes.’ Whether he would 
confider the turning afide a piftol a 
fcuffie or not, is for vou to turn in 
your own minds. You have beard 
what the girl fays now, that he put 
forth his hand, and he could not 
touch the piftol. Upon her depo- 
fition before the coroner fhe {ays 
this, that Mr. Yates put out ane © 
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his bands to pufh away the niftol, 
when it immediately went off and 
fhot him; fhe does not fay in that, 
whether he touched the piftol or 
not ; but before the magiftrate the 
fays Mr. Yates put his hand toward 
the pittol to puth it away, and did 
ufh it a little afidé, and that then 
Sellers fired the piftel off. The 
girl, therefore, has varied in her 
teftimony before the magiftrate 
from the teftimony that fhe has 
given this day ; fhe has faid at one 
tune that he did touch the piftol, 
and at another time that he did 
not; fhe fays to-day he did not; it 
cannot be imputed to any thing 
but error and miftake in the girl ; 
for the has told her ftory with great 
fimplicity, but it may be that her 
recollection is not perfeét. Mr. 
Yates has faid that he was fhot ma- 
licioufly ; on the other hand, Sel- 
lers fays, that Mr. Yates touched 
the piftol, jarred it in his hand, and 
that was the occafion of its going 
off. If you are of opinion that that 
was really the cafe, and that the 
piftol went off by accident, then I 
think you ought to find Sellers 
guilty of manilaughter only; if 
you think it went off wilfully, I 
think it is a murder of an atrocious 
nature. There are a few circumftan- 
ces to be obferved upon exclufive of 
the act of the pittol itfelf, that 
where a pifto! does go off by acci- 
Gent, it is natural for a perfon to 
fay immediately, it went off by ac- 
cent; but he only fays, he is not 
hurt, he is not hurt, and does not 
feem to be aware that he has done 
any mifchief, nor does he before 
the deceafed in the garden fay it 
was an accident, though he does 
fay fo to a witnefs afierwards ; he 
Goes not tell Mr. Yates fo, he only 
aiks him forgivenefs ; but the time 
to have obferved that fhould have 
been the very inftant, and that in 
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‘time he did not touch the 
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the hearing of Mary Thompfon ; 
that being the cafe you will take 
that circumftance into your confi- 
deration and fee how far it fhould 
weigh in deciding upon his guilt 
had not the girl ftood cont ited 
by herfelf, upon the circumftance 
of the piftol not having been touch. 
ed by Mr. Yates ; fhe fays one time 
he did touch the piftol, at another 
piftol ; 
but I muft obferve this, that this 
piftol muft have been extremely 
carelefsly ufed by Sellers; he mutt 
have cocked it before he went 
down, unlefs he was cocking it at 
the time; if he carried it down 
cocked at the time, he ought ta 
have been very careful not to have 
put that piftol fo near Mr. Yates as 
to endanger his life; but that is a 
matter perhaps that will affea& the 
degree of guilt as to the punith- 
ment, if you find him guilty of 
manflaughter; then here is a cir- 
cumftance that will lead you to de- 
cide whether the piftol was fired 
off accidentally or wilfully. ~ If up- 
on the whole you think it was fired 
off wilfully, you will find Sellers 
guilty of the murder; if, on the 
other hand, you think there is not 
evidence fufficient to lead you te 
fay he fired off this pittol wilfully, 
but accidentally, there being no 
pofitive and direct proof that it was 
fired wilfully, you will find him 
guilty of manflaughter only; and 
you will remember this, that in a 
doubtful cafe, the character of a 
man ought always to weigh and 
ftand him in good ftead; and if a 
man has, during his whole life, as 
was ftated by fome of the witnefles 
ever fince 1772, for 24 years ; fays 
another for 20 years ; fays another 
he has been uniformly marked for 
his humanity and the mildnefs of 
his difpofition ; it is a ftrong cir- 
cumftance to weigh in a doubtful 
cafe 
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cafe in the man’s fate. You will 
therefore fay, under all thefe cir- 
cumftances, whether you think 
there is evidence fufficient to be- 
lieve he fired it wilfully ; if you 
think fo, you will find him guilty 
of a moft ferious murder; if you 
think he fired it accidentally, you 
will find him guilty of manilaugh- 
ter, and lefs than that you cannot 
find him guilty of. 

16. A court of common council 
was held, when the lord-mayor ad- 
drefled the court on the expediency 
of taking into immediate confide- 
ration the prefent high price of 
bread. — He obferved, that although 
the ftock of wheat in hand was very 
confiderable, that great quantities 
were ftill importing; that the harveft 
had been attended with uncommon 
fine weather, and from univerfal 
report, with abundant crops, yet 
the price of flour was ftill very 
high, and he conceived difpropor- 
tioned to the price of wheat. He 
obferved that the mills in the fouth- 


ern part of the kingdom, which 


forme:ly fupplied the London 
markets with flour, now, through 
the medium of canals, fent their pro- 
duce to the country markets; again, 
that by the deftruction by fire of the 
Albion mills, which had fupplied 
the markets with flour, and which 
challenged a fair competition with 
other venders of flour, they now 
ceafed to operate~in fhort the capi- 
tal now depended on its fupply of 
four troma confined body of men, 
whofe motives might be perfectly 
fair and honourable; but he could 
not reconcile the comparative ftate- 
nent of the price of wheat and 
four at different periods with the 
peefent. In the year 1778, the 
price of wheat for 52 Mondays was 
408, od.j—flour was fold at 36s. 
bc.—again in 1787, wheat was 
tvid at gis. rid,—flour at 325. 
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r1id. but on the rsth of Augutt 
1796, when wheat fold at 405. 33d, 
flour was returned at Sos. ; he there. 
fore appealed to the honourabile 
court, whether fome enquiry ought 
not to be immediately made, of 
fome method adopted to give 
every confumer of bread a fair Op 
portunity of purchafing that ne. 
ceflary commodity at the moft mo. 
derate price. It had been fuggefted 
in another place, and trom retpec. 
table authority, that the ereétion of 
mills might benefit the public, and 
that the baker or private confumer 
might purchafe his own corn, and 
have it ground on his own account, 
No doubt every fociety was bound 
to affift its members, and promote 
the general benefit; and he con. 
ceived that the corporate body of 
the capital would be highly praite. 
worthy in promoting the happinefs 
of their induftrious poor, and ad- 
opting fuch means as may bet 
conduce to fo defirable an end. He 
did not charge or criminate any 
fet of men: his duty led him to 
confider the general] intereft of this 
great city, and while he thought it 
fair and honourable that the man 
of bufinefs fhould reap the profits 
of his labour, yet he alio conceived 
it was an act of juftice, as well as 
mercy, that the confumer fhould 
enjoy his commodity at a reafon- 
able price. 

Deputy Merry perfectly agreed 
with the lord-mayor, and moved, 
¢ That it be referred to a committee 
to take into confideration the caufes 
of the prefent high price of flour, 
and to make an immediate report ;’ 
which was feconded by Mr. Powell. 

Alderman Pickett compliment: 
ing the Jord-mayor for his public 
exertions, hoped that the motion 
would convey to the public that it 
originated from the information fa 
properly conveyed by the ford. 

mayor; 
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mayors but it was conceived by 
the court more proper, that the 
fentinents of the court fhould be 
made in a feparate motion, and 
again Mr. deputy Merry moved, 
‘ That the thanks of the court be 
given to the right hon. the lord- 
mayor, for his extenfive informa- 
tion refpecting the high price of 
flour, which operates fo much to 
the prejudice of the public,’ which 
was immediately feconded by al- 
derman Pickett. 

Deputy Merry then moved for 
‘A committee to be appointed, to 
confift of the lord-mayor, court of 
aldermen, and one commoner from 
each ward, to take into confidera- 
tion the caufes of the high price of 
flour, while grain is cheap, and 
to make a {peedy return of the bett 
means of removing fo oppreilive an 
evil.’ 

Liverpool, Sept. 17. This morn- 
ing, a little before one o'clock, a 
moft dreadful fire broke out in a 
large warehoufe, belonging to Mr. 
Hervey, in Cheapfide ; which, not- 
withftanding every poflible exer- 
tion, could not be got under till 
the whole warehoufe, with all its 
valuable contents, was confumed. 
The top part was occupied by Mr. 
Middleton, as a cotton manufac- 
tory, where the fire broke out ; oc- 
cafioned, as is fuppofed, by the 
friction of one of the wheels em- 
ployed in the works. In the low- 
er part were eleven thoufand mea- 
fures of wheat, belonging to mefiis. 
Corrie, Gladftone, and co. which, 
with a large quantity of hides, rum, 
brandy, and. other fpirits, were 
entirely deftroyed. About three 
o'clock, the front part of the ware- 
houfe fell into the ftreet, directly 
upon one of the fire-engines that 
was then working, which occafi- 
aned a fcene of horror impoffible 
to be defcribed; three men were 


crufhed to pieces on the fpot; ten 
more were carried to the infirmary 
in a dreadful fituation, two of whom 
died immediately. Two of the de- 
ceafed were foldiers belonging to 
the Tay Fencibles; the others are 
a butcher and two of the people 
belonging to the engine, 

17. William Cierk was indiéted 
for the wilful murder of Michael 
Conner, a boy of ten years of age, 
by driving over him the Newmar- 
ket mail coach.—It appeared ia 
evidence, that on the 16th of Au- 
guft, the duke of York's birth-day, 
a great concourfe of people hap- 
pened to be aflembled in Bifhopf. 
gate-{treet, and this mail coach 
came driving up at a furious rate, in 
confequence of which the boy, 
Michael Conner, was run over, and 
wounded in juch a manner, that 
he died. Several witnefles were 
called to prove that fufficient warn- 
ing had not been given of the ap- 
proach of the mail coach; but it 
was not clearly afcertained whether 
the noife of the perfons affembied 
had not prevented the blowing of 
the horn from being heard, Seve- 
ral _witnefles proved the general 
good character, fobriety, and good 
nature of the prifoner. He aid not 
know of the accident having taken 
place till he was ten miles out of 
town, and had expreffed much for- 
row upon the occafion, Mr. Bol. 
ton, coachmafter, bore teftimony 
to the prifoner’s character, and 
likewife faid, that the contractors 
for the mail-coaches were obliged 
to reach the place of their deftina- 
tion in a given time, which made it 
neceflary to drive with great rapi- 
dity. Similar teftimony was given 
by other perfons. The jury with- 
drew, and were out of court up- 
ward of two hours. When they 
returned, they pronounced the pri- 
foner, not guilty ; but the foreman, 
in 
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in the name of them all, faid, they 
thought that any party driving at 
the rate at which this coach was 
driven, would be highly reprehen- 
fible; they fubmitted that opinion 
to the learned judge, and wifhed to 
hear a declaration upon that fubje& 
from the bench; for it was a fub- 
jeét in which a great part of the 
public was deeply interefted. Mr. 
baron Thompfon faid, it was the 
judgment of the jury to acquit this 
man. He could not make a ftrong- 
er obfervation wpon the impro- 

riety of this furious driving than 
fad already been made by the jury. 
The prifoner had been very fortu- 
nate, indeed, in this acquittal. He 
hoped he would never drive agajn 
with the fame fury in the ftreets. 
He hoped alfo, that this would be 
a leffon to others, by which they 
would be taught to be careful. 
There was no excufe for fuch 
driving. The contracts of indi- 
viduals were not to fet at dehance 
the law of the land; nor were the 
lives of mankind to be put in dan- 
ger in order to fulfil any contraéts. 
He hoped that in future all mail- 
coachmen, as well as others, would 
be cautious how they drive in the 

ublic ftreets. The prifoner was 
then difcharged. 

This day, the feffions ended, 
when five capital convicts received 
fentence of death; 29 were ordered 
to be tranfported beyond the feas 
for the term of feven years; 24 to 
be imprifoned in Newgate; 11 to 
be imprifoned in the houfe of cor- 
rection for the county of Middle- 
fex at Clerkenwell, four to be fined 
rs. cach and difcharged ; and three 
to be publicly whipped. 

Wiliam Dean, John WiHiams, 
James Petty, Robert Simmons, 
William Chadwich, Michael Ro- 
binfon, John White, Anthony 
Chandler, Jofeph Salmon, Alex- 
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ander Colefworth, John Saund 
James Hardwick, alias Auftin, Wi 
liam Miller, William Collins, James 
Vandercum, James Abbott, John 
Sharp, Jobn Jacques, Richard Ap. 
pewes, and Thomas Smith, pri. 
oners wno have been capitally con. 
victed, but their judgments re{pit. 
ed by his majefty during his royg] 
pleafure, received fentence to be 
tranfported to the Eaftern coat of 
New South Wales, or fome one or 
other of the iflands adjacent, for 
the term of their natural lives, 

Among the prifoners ordered to 
be imprifoned in Newgate, is Jobn 
Sellers, whofe fentence is to be im- 

rifoned fix months, and fined ys. 

he recorder faid, that the prifoner 
had been tried for the wilful mur. 
der of Thomas Yates. That he 
had been found guilty of man- 
flaughter. The jury shad found him 
a trefpaffer, who had been guilty 
of negligence ; and very grofs neg- 
ligence, in the ufe of a moft dan- 
che weapon. It was much to be 
amented that by the indifcretion of 
any man, fo dangerous a weapon 
fhould have been fent to a houfe 
filled with ftrife, the occupiers of 
which were fo much at variance, 
and had fhewn a difpofition which 
led to the difturbance of the public 
peace. To that indifcretion, which 
could not be too much reprobated, 
was to be attributed the crime for 
which the prifoner had to anfwer. 
If he had a proper fenfe of his 
fault, he would never be guilty of 
a like offence in future; and he 
flould remember, that if he fhould 
commit anather manflaughter, the 
punifiment of the law for that of- 
fence would be death. 

Plymouth, Sept. 23. Yefterday # 
four o'clock, the Amphion fri- 
gate of 32 guns, captain Ifrael 

ellew, lathed along-fide the Prin- 


ceffa hulk, blew up with a — 
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fal explofion. The fhock felt was 
like an earthquake. In a moment 
the fore part of the fhip was fcat- 
tered in 10000 fhivers, and no- 
thing but wreck to be feen. There 
were near 300 men, women, and 
children on board when this fhock- 
ing accident happened. The re- 
turns this morning are, captain 
Pellew, one lieutenant, one purfer, 
one midfhipman, one mate, one 
boatfwain and mate, and 33 fea- 
men and marines faved: feveral of 
thefe badly wounded. The reft, 
fhocking to relate, configned to 
eternity! About 42 bodies were 
icked up, and carried to the bone- 
ufe of the royal hofpital, and 
placed in coffins, among which are 
fix young women. How this ac- 
cident happened, is as yet un- 
known. Captain Pellew, captain 
Swaftield, the Overyffel of 64 
guns, and a lieutenant of the Am- 
ion, were dining together; hear- 
fome buftle, captain Pellew 

and the lieutenant ran into the 
arter-gallery, and the fhip in- 
ntly blew up forward. Captain 
Pellew was blown on the hulk, and 
the lieutenant into the water. Both 
were faved, but captain Pellew 
was wounded in the face, and the 
lieutenant in the leg. Captaia 
Swaffield, Mr. Spry, jun, upholder, 
of Dock, and his fon, were all funk 
with the wreck. A ferjeant of the 
North Devon was alfo blown up, 
with feveral other perfons vifiting 
their friends, it being the anniver- 
fary of his majefty’s coronation. 
The mafter, gunner, carpenter, and 
mates, lieutenant Campbell, of the 
marines (nephew of colonel Camp- 


bell) are among the unfortunate fuf- 
ferers, 


OCTOBER, 


7. At the quarter feffions held 








this day, for the county of Surry, 
Elizabeth Hale, pin-header, was 
put to the bar, on the profecution 
of the parifh of St. Mary Magda. 
len, Bermondfey, for affaulting and 
beating two female children, her 
appreatices—Jane Bray and Sophia 
Ingram. Jane Bray depofed, that 
fhe was bound to the prifoner as 4n 
apprentice, on the sth of Apgil 
laft. The prifoner, for a litile 
while, ufed them very well, but, 
after fome time, began to beat and 
kick them about, and would drag 
them up and down ftairs, making 
ufe of the moft horrible expret- 
fions. She alwavs kept arod foak- 
ing in brine, with which the ufed 
to beat them on their bare tkin, 
when they were undrefled to go to 
bed: if fhe could not find the rod 
unmediately, fhe would beat them 
with her fift, and fometimes with 
the kettle ladle. ‘They both did as 
much work as they could; but 
their miftrefs made them begin at 
four o’clock in the morning, and 
continue clofe at it till ten or 
eleven at night, always beating 
them for no particular caufe, and 
very frequently going out without 
leaving them either a dinner or fup- 
per. They never had a bellyful: 
fometimes they had nothing all day 
long, but fix potatoes and a little 
falt for their dinner. Ann Harland 
ferved her apprenticefhip to Hale, 
and wrought there three or four 
weeks with the children. She de- 
{cribed them as very good girls, but 
rather weakly ; and faid they earn- 
ed their miftrefs from 1s. to 14d. 
dailv, which was as much as the 
could do when fhe had ferved 
twelve months of her time. She 
corroborated the evidence of the 
child, as to the beating and hours 
of labour, which, the faid, were 
unufually long, as the cuftom of 
the trade is to work only twelve 
hours, 
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hours. Catharine Heman worked 
alfo for Hale, and generally carri- 
ed her work home to the fhop. 
On calling one day, the miftrefs 
was out, as fhe learned from the 
children, drinking. When fhecame 
to the door, and knocked, the 
children begged her, for God’s 
fake, to go to the door, as their 
miftrefs would knock them down 
as foon as fhe came in. The wit- 
nefs accordingly went to the door, 
and as foonaas the prifoner was ad- 
mitted, fhe knocked the witnefs 
down. She then went down ftairs, 
and brought up a board, with which 
fhe beat the children very feverely. 
Bray had a large lump on_ her 
fhoulder; and the little girl In- 
gram’s arms and hands were fo 
bruifed by continual beating, as to 
be fearce able to hold her work.— 
The beadie of Bermondfey depo- 
fed, that he found thechildren ftray- 
ing in the ftreet, between nine and 
ten at night. He took them home 
to the prifoner. On his going to 
leave them there, the children cried, 
and faid they fuould be murdered. 
The miftrefs then faid the would 
not take them in at all, as that was 
the cafe. He then took them to 
the mafier of the workhoufe; and 
the parifh, much to their credit, 
inftituted the prefent profecution. 
The evidence is given as it relates 
to both, though the affaults were 
tried feparately, as the fame wit- 
nefles were on both. Jane Bray, 
the eldeft, is only eleven years of 
age, and Sophia Ingram, the 
roungeft, is but nine years old. 

he yury found the prifoner guilty 
of both indiétments ; and the chair- 
man paffed fentence, that the fhould 
pav a fine of 3s. 4d. and be im- 
prifoned in the houfe of corre&tion 
ix months for each offence. 

8. William Swift, aged ninety- 
three, for an affault and an attempt 
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to ravifh a young girl, has 
fentenced, at York feffions, . 
imprifoned and kept to hard labour 
for two years. 

14. Yefterday, a court of com. 
mon-council was held at Guild. 
hall, when Mr. Hodgfon informed 
the court, that fince he intended to 
bring his motion forward refpea. 
ing an addrefs and petition to his 
majefty, relative to the prefent 
calamitous fituation of the nation, 
praying him to difmifs his minifters 
from his prefence and councils for 
ever—his majefty’s fpeech fully ex. 
preffed all he withed to explain in 
his addrefs, and he begged leave 
to withdraw the fame, which was 
to have been feconded by Mr, 
Waithman, who was of the fame 
opinion. 

Mr. Deputy Leekey and Mr, 
Kemble gave it as their opinion, 
that the court being in pofleffion of 
the motion, they had a right to 
difpofe of it; they then moved the 
fame, and Mr. Birch moved an a. 
mendment, by leaving out all the 
words after the word * That,’ and 
fubftituting * a dutiful and loyal 
addrefs be prefented to his majefty, 
moft humbly to exprefs our grates 
ful thanks for his moit gracious 
communication to both houfes of 
parliament, of his intentions to 
fend a perfon to Paris with powers 
to negociate a peace in general, 
and to exprefs our moft fanguine 
hopes that the meafures may tend 
to an honourable and folid peace 
for Great Britain and her allies. 
To congratulate his majefty on the 
general attachment of his people 
to the Britifh conftitution, and on 
the energy and wifdom of the efta- 
blithed laws, which have reprefled 
the endeavours of thofe who wifhed 
to introduce anarchy and confufion 
over the country. To affure his 


majefty, that if the event of the 
nego- 
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jation prove ineffectual, and 
fruftrate his endeavours to main- 
tain and fecure for the future the 
general tran uillity, the court will, 
to the aT of their power, fup- 
port and affift his majefty to op- 
fe, with increafed activity, the 
ee efforts with which this king- 
dom may have to contend, as the 
only manner of obtaining, at a fu- 
ture period, the fubftantial peace 
we have all fo great a right to ex- 


The amendment was feconded 
by Mr. Powell, and after a long de- 
bate was carried, the numbers be- 
ing as follows : for the amendment 
1353 againft it 14. 

20. A circumftance occurred at 
the mayor’s dinner at Bath, which 
reflects much honour on the police 
of that city, and the prudent con- 
duét of its inhabitants. Great quan- 
tities of meat being taken away un- 
touched from the tables, fome gen 
tlemen were obferving what a feaft 
it would be to the poor ‘people at 
the prifon ; upon which the mayor 
informed the company, that he 
had the day before made inquiry at 
the gaol, and found the keeper its 
only inhabitant, there being not a 
fingle felon or debtor in it. 

27. Yefterday, the lord-mayor, 
accompanied by the aldermen Le 
Mefurier, Clark, fir Janes Sander- 
fon, fir Benjamin Hammett, fir J. 
Eamer, Newman, Boydell, Ander- 
fon, Lufhington, the two fheriffs, 
recorder, and other city officers, 
and about fifty of the common- 
Council, were introduced to the 
king at St. James’, and prefented the 
city addrefs.—After receiving the 
addrefs, the king was pleafed to 
confer the honour of knighthood 
on the two fheriffs, now fir 


Stephen Langfton, and fir William 
Staines. 


NOVEMBER, 


11. Laft night, an affray took 
place at a public houfe, in Cow. 
crofs, near Smithfield, between a 
party of conftables, watchmen, &c, 
and a number of diforderly perfons 
of both fexes, aflembled at what is 
called a * cock and hen club.’ 
The men being moftly armed with 
cutlaffes and knives, made a defpe- 
rate refiftance, and wounded feve.™ 
ral of the peace officers in fo 
fhocking a manner that one is fince 
dead. Three of the ringleaders 
were taken into cuftody, and un- 
derwent an examination before the 
magiftrates in Hatton-garden, who 
committed them to Clerkenwell 
Bridewell. 

14. On Saturday night died in 
St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, of the 
wounds he received on Thurfday 
night, in Cow-crofs, Mr. Brewer, 
beadle of St. Sepulchre’s parith 
without ; he has lefta widow and 
fix children. The unfortunate per- 
fons continue dangeroufly ill. 

17. On Monday night laft a riot, 
very little inferior to that which oc- 
curred at Cow-crofs, took place in 
Broad-ftreet, St. Giles’: a number 
of people were defperately wound. 
ed, fome of whom now lie danger- 
oufly ill. The affray originated at 
the houfe of one Stack, a publican, 
whofe houfe for many years has 
been the refort of the lower and 
moft abandoned clafs of Irifimen. 
They were all taken before Mr. 
Bond at the Public-office in Bow- 
ftreet, where they underwent an ex- 
amination ——The publican was 
committed, and, as a farther pu- 
nifiment, will be deprived of his 
licence. 

20. This day, in the court of 
King’s-beach, Jofeph Burks was 
brought into court to receive fen- 
tence 
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tence, for publifhing a falfe and 
{candalous libel, entitled * A Sum- 
mary of the Duties of Citizenfhip, 
written for the ufe of the London 
Correfponding Society.’ Mr. juft- 
ice Afhhurft addreffed the prifoner 
in along fpeech, in which he point- 
ed out the falfehood, calumny, and 
pernicious tendency of the libel, 
the objeét of which, he obferved, 
was to bring into reproach, and 
“overturn, the wife and moft excel- 
lent eftablifhments of the country. 
The prifoner’s plea, that he was 
not the author of the libel, could 
not in the leaft avail him ; for the 
publithers were much more dan- 
gerous and criminal in the eye of 
the law, than the authors of libels, 
becaufe they diffufed the calumny 
all ovér the country. After feveral 


other judicious remarks, the judge 

nounced the following fentence, 
viz. That he be imprifoned in the 
houfe of correétion at Cold-Bath- 
fields, and there kept to hard labour 
for the term of two years, and, at 


the expiration thereof, enter into 
@ recognizance in the fum of Sool. 
for his good behaviour for feven 
years. 
Admivalty-ofice, Nov. 21, 1796. 
Extract of a Letter from Capt. 
Bowen, of the Terpfichore, to 
Sir John Jervis, Commander in 
Chief in the Mediterranean, dated 
at Gibraltar, O&tober 23, 1796. 
On the morning of the 13th in- 
ftant, at daylight, we difcovered a 
frigate to windward, ttanding to- 
wards us. About eight I could 
perceive her making every prepa- 
ration for battle, and was then ap- 
parently in chace of us. Our fitua- 
tion altogether was {uch as to pre- 
vent my being over detirous of en- 
gaging her. Out of our {mall com- 
plement of men, we had left :0 at 
the hofpital, and we*had more than 
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that number ftill on boa 

fick and convalefcent its at 
whom were either dangerouifly ij] 
or extremély weak. We Ae 
fearcely out of fight of the fj 
where we knew the Spanith 

to have been cruizin only two 
days before; and in fa& we had 
ftood on to look for them, with P 
view of afcertaining their move. 
ments. A {mall Spanith Vv 
which we conjectured to be a fort 
of tender, was paffing us, fteerin 
toward Carthagena, fo that I coy 
hardly flatter myfelf with being 
able to bring the frigate off in the 
event of a viétory, or of even ef. 
caping myfelf, if difabled. On the 
other hand, it evidently a peared 
that nothing but a flight and fy. 
perior failing could enable me to 
avoid an aétion; and to do that 
from a frigate apparently not much 
fuperior to us, except in point of 
bulk, would have been committing 
the character of one of his m.- 
jefty’s flips more than I cotlé 
bring mytelf to refolve on. I thetes 
fore continued ftanding on without 
any alteration of courfe. 

Having, with infinite fatisfaétion 
and comfort to myfelf, command. 
ed the Terpfichore’s crew for two 
years and a half, through a pretty 
confiderable variety of fervice, f 
well knew the veteran ftuff whicl 
I had ftill left in health to depend 
upon, for upholding the chara&er 
of Britifh fearsen ; and I. felt my 
mind at eafe, as to the termination 
of any a¢tion with the frigate in 
fizht only. 

At half vaft nine, the came with 
in hail, and hauled her wind om 
our weather beam; and as I con- 
ceived fle only waited to place 
herfelf to advantage, and to point 
her guns with exactnefs, and bei 
myfelf unwilling to lofe the pe 
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tion we were then in, I ordered 
one gun to be fired, as a trier of 
her intention. It was fo inftanta- 
neoufly returned, and followed up 
by her whole broadfide, that I am 
confident they muft have done it 
at the fight of our flafh. The 
adtiion, of courfe, went on, and we 
foon difcovered that her Fy 
would not or could not refift our 
fre. At the end of about an hour 
and forty minutes, during which 
time we had twice wore, and em- 
ployed about twenty of the lait 
minutes in chace, fhe furrendered. 
At this period fhe appeared almoft 
entirely difabled, and we had drawn 
up clofe alongfide, with every gun 
well charged and well pointed. It 
was, neverthelefs, with confidera- 
ble difficulty that I prevailed on 
the Spanifh commander to decline 
the receiving of fuch a broadfide 
by fubmitting; and from every 
thing which I have fince learned, 
the perfonal courage, conduét, and 
zeal of that officer, whofe name is 
don Thomas Ayalde, was fuch 
during the action, notwithftanding 
the event of it, as reflects on him 
the greateft honour, and irrefiftibly 
imprefles on my mind the highett 
admiration of his character. 

After ¢from the etfeét of our fire) 
all his booms had tumbled down, 
and rendered his wafte guns unfer- 
viceable, all the ftanding riggin 
of his lower mafts thot away, 4 
I believe, nearly every running 
rope cut through, and a great num- 
ber of his people killed and wound- 
ed, he ftill prefevered (though he 
could rally but few of his men) to 
defend his thip, almoft longer than 
defence was juftifiable. Had there 

n the {malleft motion in the fea, 
very maft muft inevitably have 
gone by the board. ; 

Our lofs (which will appear by 

i792. 
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the inclofed lift) has been lefs than 
could have been expected; but our 
matts, fails, and rigging were found 
to be pretty much cut up. 

The fpirited exertions of every 
officer, man and boy, belonging to 
the thip I suman. as well in the 
action as in the fecuring two dif- 
abled fhips, and bringing them in- 
ny off from a critical fituation 
by taking the prize in tow, and by 
their inceflant labour ever fince, 
will, I truft, when their {mall num- 
ber is confidered, place them in a 
light fuperior to any praife which 
[ could beftow. Iam even unwil- 
ling to {peak of the particular con- 
duct of any of the officers; but the 
talents difplayed by the firft lieu- 
tenant (Devonfhire), who was but 
juft out of our fick lift, during the 
action, added to his uncommon 
fatigue in taking care of the prize, 
and the very able manner in which 
he conduéted and prepared to de- 
fend her, entitles him to this diftine- 
tion, and pioves him highly deferv- 
ing of the reconymendation you 
gave him, with his appointment in 
the Weft Indies. And although | 
had rather any other perfon thould 
Obferve the conduct of a brother 
of mine in action, and {peak of it af- 
terward, yet I feel it to be my du- 
ty, as captain of the fhip, to ftate, 
that I thought Mr. Bowen’s (the 
fecond lieutenant) conduét was 
particularly animating to the fhip’s 
company, and ufeful, from the 
great number of guns which he faw 
well pointed in the courfe of the 
aétion; added to which, from the 
abfence of the firft lieutenant on 
board the prize, the labouring oar 
of this fhip had fallen on him ; and, 
in my mind, the tafk we have had 
fince the action has been infinitely 
more arduous than that of the ace 


tion itfelf, 
(E) The 
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The name of the prize is the 
Mahonefa, carrying on the main 
deck 26 Spanifh twelves, (weighing 
eighteen ounces more than ours) 
eight Spanifh fixes,on the quarter 
deck, and a number of brafs co- 
horns, fwivels, &c. had on board 
275 men, befide fix pilots, qualified 
for the Mediterranean as high as 
Leghorn, and to be put on board 
admiral Langara’s fleet, which fhe 
bad been fent from Carthagena to 
look for, She was built in 1789, 
at Mahon, is of very large dimen- 
fions, meafuring 1114 tons and a 
half Spanifh, was before the action 
in complete good condition, and is 
confidered by the Spaniflr officers 
the fafteft failor, one of the bett 
conftructed, and, what they attach 
confiderable importance to, the 
handfomett frigate in their navy. 

Both the frigates have this mo- 
ment anchored in fafety. I am, 
&c. 

R. Bowen. 

Terpfichore mounts 32 twelve 
and fix pounders ; complement of 
men 215. 

Killed.—None. 

Wounded.—Mr. Richard Hobbs 
(acting boatfwain) flightly in the 
foot; fohn Roberts (quarter- 
mafter) loft his left thigh ; and two 
feamen., 

The Mahonefa, by the beft ac- 
counts I have been able to colleé, 
had about 3o kil! 
wounds, the day of the adtion, and 
about the fame number wounded, 
feveral of whom are fince dead. 

22. On Saturday, was appre- 
hended on board the Sans Pareil 
guardhhip, at Spithead, by two of 
the officers belonging to the police 
office, Hatton garden, William 
Dunn, one of the perfons con- 
cerned in the murder of Mr. Ed- 
ward Brewer at the wat¢ch-houfe in 
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Cow-crofs, and fafely | : 
Bridewell,” Cold BuhiGelge 


‘Sunday afternoon. 


This day, William Arnold am 
William Ryan were committed to 
Newgate, by Willtam Blamire eft 
for the wilful murder of Dave 
Brewer, at Cow-crofs. 

DECEMBER. 

3. Yefterday, at the Old Baller 
William Arnold, William Ryan, 
and Francis Dunn, were indiéed 
for the wilful murder of David 
Brewer, the beadle of St. Sepui- 
chre’s parifh, at Cow-crofs, ( See 
p- (63). The jury acquitted Ryan, 
and found Arnold and Dunn guilty, 

5. This day, foon after eleven 
o’clock, the fubfcription for eigh. 
teen millions fterling, for the f 
vice of the enfuing year, clofed a 
the Bank ; and fuch was the gene. 
rat defire to fubfcribe, that the 
court-room was a fcene of the u- 
moft confuffon, Many gentlemen 
were altogether difappointed; and 
thofe who could get near the books 
to put down their names, did fo 
with the utmoft difficulty. There 
was very little remaining to be fud- 
fcribed ; for a great number of or- 
ders had been received by Mr. 
Newland in the morning from the 
country, which claimed a prefer- 
ence; and accordingly the doors 
were fhut fome time until thele 
commiffions were written down. 

The fame day, a court of com 
mon-council was held at Guildhall 
to confider a motion for granting 
an aid to government on the ~ 
fent exigencies of affairs. 
lord-mayor laid before the court 
the requifition he had rece 
from feveral members of the cours 
alfo a letter from Mr. Pitt, and bis 
lordfhip’s anfwer thereto, 
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were read-Mr. Dixon began by 
ftating, that he had learned that the 
books were fhut at the Bank, and 
that it was too late to fubfcribe ; he 
had therefore a propofition to make, 
which was to refer it to a commit- 
tee to confider of fome further 
for affifting the exigencies of 
the ftate in the prefent conjunc- 
ture, and to fubmit the fame to 
the confideration of the court. De- 
bates enfued for a long time,. in 
which it was urged that no notice 
ought to be taken of the report 
that the loan was filled up; but, 
on the contrary, the court fhould 
{ubfcribe a fum equal to the digni- 
ty of the city. Alderman Newn- 
ham then moved for a fub{fcrip- 
tion of 100,000]. on the terms 
propofed at the Bank, which was 
agreed to on a divifion, there be- 
ing for the queftion eight alder- 
men, 71 commoners, and two tel- 
lers, and againit it three com- 
moners, and two tellers. The lord- 
mayor was requefted to write in the 
name of the court a fubfcription 
of 100,0001. A committee of all 
the aldermen and a commoner out 
of each ward was appointed to con- 
fider the beft means of raifing the 
money on the credit of the city.— 
The chamberlain having ftated the 
balance of caf: in hand to be near- 
ly 40,0001. Mr. Goodbehere mpv- 
an amendment, by leaving out 
all the words after the word ¢ That,’ 
and fubftituting * this court feel 
highly gratified at the completion 
Of the loan of 18 millions; and 
being defirous at all times to give 
tvery conftitutional fupport to the 
country, this corporation will re- 
ferve its pecuniary aid to be here- 
after brought forward, accordin 
to the ability of the chamber, a 
the exigency of the ftate ; which, 
titer along debate, was withdrawn, 
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and the original queftion for a com- 
mittee put and negatived. 

6. Yefterday an indi@tment was 
preferred ayainft John Smith, for 
publifhing a falfe, fcandalous, and 
feditious Fibel, entitled * The Du- 
ties of Citizenthip, for the ufe of 
the London Correfponding Socie- 
ty,’ reflecting on the king and go. 
vernment of the country.—The taé& 
of publifhing being proved againtt 
the defendant, the jury; without 
hefitation, pronounced him guilty. 
He will reteive fentefice next term. 
This pamphlet is the fame, for the 
publication of whieh Jofeph 
Birks was lately fentenced to two 
years imprifonment in the houfe of 
correction, Clerkenwell. 

Yefterday morning, Francis Dunn 
and Witliam Arnold were execut- 
ed oppofite the debtor’s door of 
Newgate, for the murder of Mr, 
Brewer in the atfray at Cow-crofs. 

10. The following was yetter- 
day given in general orders, at 
Brighton, in confequence of two 
recent couvts-martial. 

G, O, Head-quarters, Brighton, 

Dec. 1796. 

Capt. Francis Gallini, of the 
Weft Middlefex regiment of mili- 
tia, tried by a general court-martial, 
held at Canterbury on the gth of 
November laft, and on feveral fub- 
fequent days, on the following 
charges : 

1. * Ufing provoking fpeeches 
to his fuperior otlicer, captain Wil- 
liam Bird, on the general parade of 
the regiment. 

2. * Giving a challenge to fight 
a duel with captain William Bird, 
ou the general parade of the regi- 
ment. 

3. * Sending a challenge to capt. 
William Bird, to meet him in capt. 
Bayly’s tent’— 
hias been acquitted of the firft arti- 
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cle of charge, and found guilty of 
the fecond and third articles, in 
breach of the 2d article of the 7th 
{eétion of the articles of war; and 
fentenced to be cafhiered. But the 
court, taking into confideration the 
whole of the circumftances, did 
moft humbly recommend that his 
majefty will be gracioufly pleafed 
to mitigate the fentence (which the 
court was bound to adjudge), in 
fuch a manner as his majefty might 
be pleafed to direct. 

Colonel N* Bayly, af the fame 
regiment, tried by a general court- 
martial at Canterbury, on the 29th 
of the faid month, and on fubfe- 

uent days; 

For behaving in a fcandalous, 
infamous manner, fuch as was un- 
becoming the character of an of- 
ficer and a gentleman, by ftriking 
major Richard Wood a blow on 
the face, in a room adjoining the 
room in which the general court- 
martial was then aflembled ; and 
by reafon of the very improper 
conduct and behaviour before the 
faid court, prior to his retiring into 
the faid room with the faid major 
Wood, thereby betraying the ut- 
moft contempt and difrefpect for 
the faid prefident and members, 
has been found guilty of that part 
only of the article of charge which 
relates to the ftriking of major 
Wood, in defiance of good order, 
but not to the intent as is defcribed 
in the faid article of charge; and 
is adjudged to afk pardon of the 
faid major Richard Wood, in the 
prefence of the general, command- 
ing in Canterbury, and the officers 
commanding corps in that garrifon. 

The following is a copy of a 
letter received by generai fie Charles 
Grev, from the judge-advocate-ce- 

. S «5 5 
neral, on this fubje@; and his ma- 
ielty's pleafure thereby fignitied, is 
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and immediately ex. 


to be fully 
ecuted ; 
SIR,  Grafton-freet, Dee. 

I have had en of la - 
before his majefty the proceedings 
of a general court-martial, held g 
Canterbury, on the gth day of No. 
vember laft, and on fubfequent 
days, for the trial of captain FP, 
Gallini, of the Weft Middlefex re. 
giment of militia; and alfo the 
proceedings of a general court. 
martial, held at Canterbury, on the 
2gth day of the faid month, and 
on fubfequent days, for the trial of 
colonel N. Bayly, of the fame re. 
giment; the charges againft whom 
refpectively, together with the re. 
{fpective fentences of the general 
court-martial, are hereunto annex. 
ed. 

The king having taken the fame 
into his royal confideration, has 
commanded me to exprefs, that his 
majetty had for a confiderable time 
noticed, with concern, the diffen- 
fions and animofities which have 
prevailed in the Weft Middlefex 
regiment of militia; and when at 
laft his majefty had entertained 
hopes of thofe animofities having 
fubfided, has been much difap- 
pointed to find that fome latent 
{parks of refentment have kindled 
and burft forth afreth. ! 

With regard to captain Gallini, 
inafmuch as it appears that he had 
not a premeditated intention of 
quarrelling with captain Bird at the 
time in queftion, but haifty and pe- 
tulant words, reciprocally ufed, 
gave fudden rife to the challenge= 
his majefty, adverting alfo to the 
recommendation of the court maf 
tial, is gracioufly pleafed to over 
look this inftance of mifcondut, 
and to remit the fentence. But his 
majefty expects that capt. Gallim 


anid capt. Bird do re{pectively 
pledge 
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edge their honour to the general 

cer commanding his majetty’s 
forces at Canterbury, that their 
mifunderftanding fhall not have any 
further confequences. 

As to colonel Bayly, whofe fu- 

ior fituation of colonel of the 
regiment fhould naturally have led 
him to fet an example of modera- 
tion, his majefty laments that he 
fhould have fuffered a guft of paf- 
fon fo far to have got the domi- 
nion over him, as to have given a 
blow to the major of the regiment, 
and his majefty connot but think 
the offence aggravated by the time 
and the occafion on which it hap- 
pened; namely, when the queftion 
between them was actually under 
the confideration of the arbitrators, 
to whom it had been referred with 
their mutual confent; but as the 
court-martial has thought that the 
matter may be adjufted, confiftently 
with the honour of both parties, 
by colonel Bayly’s afking pardgn 
of major Wood, in the manner 
prefcribed by the fentence, his ma- 
jefty is gracioufly pleafed to aflent 
to that meafure, expecting that 
each of thofe officers do likewife 
pledge his honour that the affair 
fhall not have any furthe? confe- 
quences, 

His majefty has further com- 
manded me to intimate, to the end 
that it may be announced to the 
officers of the faid regiment collec- 
tively, that if any officer fhall in 
future fuffer any quarrel or difpute 
to break in upon the peace and 
good order of the corps, his majefty 
will, however reluétantly, give or- 
ders for fuch officer being dif- 
placed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CuarLtes MorGan. 

General fir Charles Grey, 


K. B. &c. 
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14. Yefterday, there was a meet. 
ing of the livery in London in com. 
mon hall, when the lord-mayor in- 
formed them, That, in confequence 
of a requifition figned by 55 gen- 
tlemen of the livery, he had call- 
ed the meeting; that he intended 
to take no part in the queftion 
himfelf, and affured the liver 
they might rely on his acting with 
the ftridten and moift upright juft. 
ice. 

Mr. Hanfon then moved as fol. 
lows : 

* That the reprefentatives of this 
city in parliament be inftruéted to 
move, or fupport a motion in the 
houfe of commons, for cenfuring 
the minifters for having taken upon 
themfelves to fend the money of 
the people of Great Britain to the 
emperor of Germany during the 
fitting of parliament, without the 
confent of parliament.’ 

Aldermen Curtis, Lufhington, 
Anderfon, and Sanderfon, oppofed 
the motion, on the ground of the 
neceflity of having Mr. Pitt’s rea- 
fons. They were replied to by 
Mr. alderman Combe, Mr. W. 
Smith, Mr. Waithman, and Mr. 
Hanfon, who fpoke in favour of 
the motion ; and, after a debate of 
two hours, the hall was divided, 
when Mr. Hanfon’s motion was 
carried by a great marjority. 

16. Copy of the letter tranfinit- 
ted to all the admirals and cap- 
tains, whofe names were men- 
tioned in the Gazette by earl 
Howe, as having fignalized 
themfelves in the action of the 
ift of June, +794, accompas 
nying themedal which has beeg 
prefented to them. ! 

My Lord, or Sir, 

The king having been pleafed ta 
order a certain number of gold 
medals to be ftruck, in commemo- 
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ration of the victory obtained by 
his majefty’s fleet under the com- 
mand of carl Howe over that of 
the enemy, in the actions of the 
2oth of May, and :ft of June, 1794, 
I am conimanded by his majefty to 
prefent to your lordihip one of the 
medals abovementioned, and to fig- 
nify his majefty’s pleafure that you 
fhould wear it when in your uni- 
form, in the manner defcribed by 
the direétions which (together with 
the medal and ribband belonging 
to it) I have the honour to trant- 
mit to you. 

I am alfo commanded by his 
majefty to acquaint your lordihip, 
that, had it been poffible for all the 
officers on whom his majetty is 
pleafed to confer this mark of his 
approbation, to attend perfonally in 
London, his majefty would have 
prefented the medal to each of 
them in perfon; but that being, 
from various caufes, at this time 
impoflible, his majelty, in order to 
obviate all further deiay, has there- 
fore been pleafed to direct them to 
be forwarded in this manner. 

Allow me to expreis the great 
fatisfaétion I feel tn being made 
the channel of communicating to 
your iordihip fo diftinguifhed a 
mark of his majefty’s approba- 
tron. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

SPENCER, 
Admiralty, Nov. 30, 1796. 

The admirals to wear the me- 
dal fufpended by a ribband round 
their necks. The captains to wear 
the medal fufpended to a ribband, 
but faftened through the third and 
fourth button hole, on the left fide. 
Tue colour of the ribband blue and 
whjie. | 
‘'r9. At a court of common- 
eotmeil, Mr. Birch moved, That 
an addreis be preiented to his ma- 
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jefty, to thank him for the meéafures 
he has gracioufly thought proper 
to communicate to both houfes of 
parliament, on the recent manifefte 
of the court of Madrid, declara. 
tory of war againft Great Britain 
and to atfure lis majefty of the fteady 
and firm <)-termination of this court 


_to fupport the moft vigorous mea. 


fures to repel any hoftilities that 
may be made againft his majefty’s 
crown, and the profperity of thefe 
kingdoms. : 

The motion was feconded 
Mr. deputy Leekey, and agreed to, 
A committee was appointed, to 
draw up the addrefs, which being 
done, was read, agreed to, and or. 
dered to be prefented by the whole 
corporation, &c. 

Mr. Dixon informed the court, 
that he intended, at the next court, 
to bring forward the following mo.- 
tion, viz. ¢ That it is the opinion 
of this court, that the pecuniary 
aig recently furnifhed by his ma- 
jefty’s minifters to the emperor, 
has been productive of great ad- 
vantage to Great Britain, and 
enabled the emperor, not only to 
withitand the defperate attempts 
of the French armies to overrun 
Germany, but alfo has given a 
decided and favourable turn to the 
war, and opened a fairer profpect 
of obtaining an honourable peace 
to this country and her allies.’ 

St, Peterfourgh, Nov. 18. Latt 
night her imperial majefty, who 
had been feized with an apopledtic 
fit on the preceding day, expired 
at a quarter befare ten o'clock. 

Immediately after her Imperial 
majefty’s deceafe, the emperor Paul 
was proclaimed before the palace 
in the ufual form, and the whole 
court, which was there affembled 
in anxious expectation from the 


moment of the empreds’ accident 
te 
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, oment of her death, im- 
’ oles took the oath of allegi- 
ance to the new fovereign, as did the 
four regiments of guards ; and every 
thing paiied with the greateft order 
and tranquillity. — Loudon Gaxeltes 

a1. A commen council was 
rday held at Guildhall, when 

. Dixon, in a {peech of fome 
length, brought forward the motion 
— alluded to, which was {fup- 
ed by Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. 
irch, aldermen Lufhington and 
Glynn, Mr. Pearkes, fir Benjamin 
Hammet, and Mr. Sutherland ; and 
oppofed by aldermen Skinner and 


Mr. Bodley moved, that all the 
words after * this court’ be left 
out, and the following fubftituted, 
namely, * that no circumftance 
whatever fhall alienate this corpo- 
ration from its firm fupport of the 
three eftates of thefe realms, in 
their diftinct and found rights, a- 

eeable to the principles of our 

ppy conftitution,’ which was 
negatived, there belng two alder- 
men, 40 Commoners, and mefirs, 
Grifith and Simmonds, tellers, for 
it; and nine aldermen, 64 com- 
moners, and mefirs. Dixon and 
Birch, tellers, againft it; majo- 
rity 31. 

Mr. Dixon’s motion was then 
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put,. carried by a great majority, 
and ordered to be publithed, ; 

22. Yefterday morning when the 
turnkeys of Newgate were prepat'e 
ing to remove the conviéts fen- 
tenced to Botany Bay, among whom 
was the noted major Semple, (who, 
it feems, had flattered himfelt with 
the hopes of a pardon) he requefted 
permiflion to return to his cell, 
which was granted. Under pres 
tence of fearching for fome necef- 
faries, in the prefence of Mr. Kir 
br, jun. he fuddenly drew a knife, 
and ftabbed hiinfelf in the body. 
He now lies extremely ill, refufes 
every kind of fuftenance, and des 
clares he is determined to put an 
end to his exiftence. . 

21. Yefterday, the court of com- 
mon-council agreed to a refolu- 
tion, “ That it is the opinion of this 
court that the pecuniary aid re- 
cenily .furnifhed by his majefty’s 
miniiters to the emperor of Ger- 
many, has been productive of 
great advantages to Great Britain, 
and enabled the emperor, not only 
to withftand the defperate attempts 
of the French armies, to overrun 
Germany, but alfo has given a de- 
cided and favourable turn to the 
war, and opened a fairer profpedct 
of obtaining an honourable peacg 
to Great Britain and her allies,” 
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BIRTHS in the Year 1796. 


Fan. 4. Countefs of Aboyne, a 
daughter. 

9. Princefs of Wales, a princeis. 

14. Lady of Richard Brinfley 
Sheridan, efq. M. P. a fon. 

—. Lady of col. Gerard Noel 
Edwards, M. P. a daughter. 

Feb. 16. Lady of Samuel Whit- 
bread, jun. efq. M. P. a fon. 

—. Hon. Mrs. Leigh, of Ad- 
delftrop, Oxfordthire, a daugh- 
ter. 

18, Lacy Brownlow, a —— 

19. Lady of fir William Elliot, 
of Stobbs, bart. a fon. 

27. Lady Le Defpencer, a 
daughter. 

28. Lady of lord Kilmaine, a 
daughter. 

March 1. Lady of fir James 
Bland Burges, bart. a fon. 

18. Lady Eliz. Spencer, a fon. 

—. Lady of William Cunliffe 
Shawe, efq. M. P. a fon. 

—. Hon. Mrs. Vaughan, lady 
of Dr. Vaughan, a daughter. 

_ 22. Countefs of Oxford, a daugh- 
ter. " 

25. Vifcountefs Fielding, a fon 
and heir. 

27. Lady of fir Gilbert Heath- 
cote, bart. a fon. 

30. Lady of George Sumner, 
efy. M. P. a fon. 

at. Duchefs of Leinfter, a fon. 

April 4. Lady of John Pardoe, 
jun, efq. a fon. 

—. Lady of fir John Turner 
Dryden, bart. a fon. 

Lady of the hon. Lt. Col. 
Forbes, a fon. 

12. Lady of fir William Smith, 
bart. a daughter. 

Lately, lady of Reginald Pole 
Carew, M. P. a daughter. 

May 6. Lady of Alexander Al- 
lardyce, M. P. a daughter, 
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9. Countefs of Cafiilis, a daugh. 
ter. — 


15. Lady of fir Thomas Which. 
cote, bart. a daughter. 


18. Marchionefs of Blandford, a 
fon. 


31. Countefs of Darnley, a 
daughter. 


Sune v1. Lady of Richard Ald. 
worth Neville, efq. a fon. 

16. Lady of fir John Sinclair 
bart. of Ulbfter, a daughter, 
21. Lady Sufan Ryder, a daugh. 
ter. 
Faly 1. Mrs Ainfworth, wife of 
Mr. Thomas Ainfworth, of Lay. 
land, in Lancafhire, of her twenty. 
ninth child. , 

29. Lady Charlotte Duncombe, 
a fon. 

—. Countefs Paulett, a fon. 

—. Lady of Charles Duncombe, 
efq. M. P. a fon and heir. 

Jug. t. Lady Kous, a fon, 

s- Vifcountefs Milfintown, g 
fon. 

10. Lady Sondes, a fon. 

11. Lady of fir William Row. 
ley, bart. a fon. 

16. Countefs of Dalkeith, a 
daughter. 

21. Marchionefs of Titchfield, a 
fon and heir. 

25. Lady of fir Thomas Turton, 
bart. a daughter. 

31. Lady Cuningham, a daugh- 
ter. 

—. Hon. Mrs. Temple, a fon. 

Sept. 13. Lady Augufta Claver: 
ing, a fon. 

20. Lady Elizabeth Loftus, a 
fon. 

22. Lady Cathcart, a daughter. 

30. Lady of fir James Sander- 
fon, bart. a daughter. 

—. Dowager countefs Winter 
ton, a fon. 

O&. 2. Lady George Murray, 
a fon. 


3 Lady 
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y. Lady of Thomas Anfon, efq. 
M. P.a fon. 

16. Lady of fir Montague Bur- 

‘ne, bart. a fon and heir. 

26. Countefs of Breadalbane, a 
ONG. 2. Lady of the right hon. 
Henry Addington, fpeaker of the 
houfe of commons, a daughter. 

9. Lady of William Manning, 


efq. M. P. a fon. 
g. Lady of fir Charles Oakley, 


bart. a fon. 
MARRIAGES in the Year 1796. 


Jan. 6. George Henry Rofe, 
ef. M. P. for Southampton, and 
fon of George Rofe, efq. fecretary 
of the mex as and M. P. for 
Chriftchurch, to mifs Duncombe, 
daughter and coheirefs of the late 
Thomas Duncombe, efq. 

10. Lady Wilfon, relict of the 
late judge Wilfon, to captain Grif- 
fiths, of the navy. 

Feb. 6. Thomas Gardiner Bram- 
fon, efq. eldeft fon of Thomas 
Berney Bramiton, efq. M. P. for 
Effex, to mifs Blaauw, daughter of 
William Blaauw, efq. 

g. Earl of Powerfcourt, to mifs 
Brownlow. 

—. Robert Lifton, efq. ambaffador 
tothe Sublime Porte, to mifs Hen- 
rietta Marchant, of Antigua. 

28. Earl of Guilford, to mifs 
Coutts, daughter of Thomas 
Coutts, efq. banker, in the Strand. 

March 1. Henry Thornton, efq. 
M. P. to mifs Sykes, daughter of 
— Sykes, efq. of Weft Ella, 

orkfhire. 

Lately, James Dalrymple, efq. 
. the countefs dowager of Hadding- 

on. 

16. Hon. Thomas Parker, bro- 
ther to the earl of Macclesfield, to 
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mifs Edwards, daughter of Lewis 
Edwards, efq. of Falgerth, Meri- 
onethfhire. 

2g. Sir Robert Wilmot, bart. to 
mifs Grimtton, daughter of the late 
Robert Grimftou, efq. of Nefwick, 
Yorkthire 

April 16. Earl Temple, to lady 
Anne Elizabeth Brydges, daughter 
of the late duke of Chandos. 

1g. Edward Wilbraiam Bootle, 
efq. M. P. to mifs Taylor, daugh- 
ter of the rev. Edward Taylor, of 
Bifrons, Kent. 

27. Sir Thomas Henry Liddell, 
bart. to mifs Maria Simpfon, daugh- 
ter of the late John Simpfon, efq. 
of Bradley. 

26. Mr. Taylor, furgeon, at Se- 
venoaks, to lady Louifa Stanhope, 
daughter of earl Stanhope. 

—. Lord Porchefter, fon of the 
earl of Carnarvon, to mifs Ack- 
land, daughter of Lady Harriet 
Ackland. 

Lately, capt. Talbot, to Lady 
Elizabeth Strangeways, daughter of 
the earl of Ilchefter. 

May 3. Hon. and right Rev. Dr. 
William Stuart, bifhop of St. Da- 
vid’s, to mifs Penn, daughter of the 
late hon. Thomas Penn, efg. pro- 
prietor of Pennfylvania. 

11. Sir Edmund Head, bart. to 
mifs Weftern, of Cokethorpe, 
Oxfordhfhire. 

Thomas Sherlock Gooch, efq. 
eldeft fon of fir Thomas Gooch, 
bart. to mifs Whittaker, fifter of 
Abraham Whittaker, efq. of Ly- 
fton-houfe, Hereford fhire. 

14. Hugh Dillon Maffey, efq. 
eldeft fon of fir Hugh Maffey, bart. 
to mifs $. Hankey, daughter of the 
late Thomas Hankey, fa. 

June 3. George Wright, efq. 
only fon of fir James Wright, bart. 
to mifs Maclane, only daughter 
and 
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and heirefs to the late Charles 
Maclane, efq. of Okingham. 

11. Sir George Giyn, bart. to 
mifs Catharine Powell, daughter 
and coheirefs of the late rev. Gervas 
Powell, of Lanhara, in Glamor- 
ganfhire. 

2¢. Sir Richard Gamon, bart. 
M. P. to lady Amelia Cooke. 

—. Sir Nigel Bowyer Grefley, 
bart. to mifs. Garway of Wor- 
celter. 

27. Rev. Charles Talbot, fecond 
fon of the hon. and rev. Charles 
Talbot, to lady Elizabeth Somer- 
fet, daughter of the duke of Beau- 
fort. 

30. Hon. William Leefon, bro- 
ther of the earl of Miltown, to mifs 
Buchanan. 

Fuly 4. Lord Andover, to mifs 
Coke, daughter of Thomas Wil- 
ham Coke, efq. of Holkam, Nor- 
folk, M. P. 

Licutenant Sloper, fon of gene- 
ral fir Robert Sloper, K. B. to mifs 
Kent, daughter of Thomas Kent, 
efq. [pfwich. 

s- Lord Blayney, to the hon. 
mifs Alexander, daughter of lord 
Caledon. 

16. Dr. Spencer Madan, bifhop 
of Peterborough, to mifs Vyfe, fifter 
of general Vyie. 

25. Lieutenant-colonel Pigott, 
to mils Mary Monckton, daughter 
of the hon. John Monckton, — 

26. William Wingtield, efq. to 
lady Charlotte Digby, fifter of the 
earl of Digby. 

Aug. 3. Hon, William Hay 
Carr, brother to the earl of Errol, 
to mifs Elliot, daughter of Samuel 
Elliot, efq. of Antigua. 

6. Lieutenant-colonel Denzil 
Onflow, to the hon. mifs Petre, 
daughter of lord Petre. 

g- Jofeph Mawbey, efq. fon of 
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fir Jofeph Mawbey, bart. to mit 
Henchman, daughter of Thomas 
Henchman, efq. of New Burline. 
ton-ftreet. -- 

12. Sir William Ramfev, of 
Banff, bart. to mifs Bifcoe, of Ed. 
ward-ftreet, Portman-fquare. 

tr. Francis John Brown, ef, 
M. P. for Dorfet, to mifs Francis 
Richards, daughter of the rev, 
John Richards, of Langbridge, Dor. 
iet. 

30. Robert Dundas, efq. fon of 
the right hon. Heary Dundas, to 
mifs Saunders, daughter of the late 
admiral fir Charles Saunders. 

Sept. 2, Sit Thomas Parkyns, 
bart. to mifs Boultkees of Lei. 
cetter. 

6. Sir John Davies, bart. to 
miis Leman, daughter of fir Wil- 
liam Leman, bart. 

22. Edmund Hornby, efgq. to 
lady Catharine Stanley, daughter of 
the earl of Derby. 

29. Sir Thomas Gage, bart. to 
mifs Charlotte Campbell, cousin to 
lord Cawdor. 

O&. 1. Rev. Samuel Wilfon 
Warneford, of Broughton, Oxtford- 
fhire, to mifs Loveden, daughter of 
Edward Loveden Loveden, efq, of 
Bufcot Park, Berks. 

>. Lord. Templetown, to lady 
Mary Montagu, daughter of the 
earl of Sandwich. 

11. John Thomas Stanley, efg. 
eldett fon of fir John Stanley, bart. 
to the hon. mifs Holroyd, daughter 
of lord Sheffield. ; 

Nov. 18. John Wodehoufe, efq. 
eldeft fon of fir John Wodehouie, 
bart. to mifs Norris, only daughter 
of the late John Norris, efq. of 
Wilton Park, Norfolk 

24. His excellency count de 
Bruhl, to mifs Chowne, heirels 
the late Thomas Chowne, ¢ig. 
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10. Hon. Cropley Afhley 
a. the earl of Shaftesbury, 
Anne Spencer, daughter o 
Sate of Marlborough. 











—— 


DEATHS in the Year 1796. 


Jon. 7. Frances vifcountefs Ken- 


10. George lord Hervey, fon of 
the earl of Briftol (bifhop of Der- 
ry), and captain of the Zealous 
of 74 guns. Cr 

‘16. Henry William Portman, 
‘efq. father of Henry Berkeley 
Portman, efq. M. P. 

—, Sir Charles Leving, bart. 

18. Hon. Robert Fitzmaurice 
Deane, eldeft fon of lord Mufkerry. 

19, William lord Belhaven, a 
major in the army. 

20. Sir William Burrel, bart. 

27. Sophia Maria Jofepha, vif- 
countefs Southwell, of Ireland. 

29. Dowager lady Throckmor- 
ton, relict of fir Robert Throck- 
merton, bart. of Buckland, Berks. 

Feb. 7. Admiral fir Francis 
Geary, bart. 

g. Vifcountefs Landaff of Ireland. 

13. Lady of fir John Smyth, 

rt. 


1s. Thomas Arthur, vifcount 
Southwell, of Ireland. 

17. James Macpherfon, efq. of 
Putney Park, M. P. 

27. Hon, Charles of 
Mount Ida, Norfolk. 

March 8. Sir William Chambers, 
kat. of the Polar Star. 

9. Lady Knowles, reliét of the 
late admiral fir Charles Knowles, 


Vane, 


10. Hon. John Forbes, admiral 
of the fleet, and general of marines. 
ix Lady Bridget Tollemache, 


of the hon. captain Tolle- 
mache, of the navy. 


DEATH S, 
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15. Countefs Ludlow. 

17. Marchionefs of Winchefter, 

18. Countels dowager of Ald, 
borough. 

19. Sir Hugh Pallifer, bart, ad. 
miral of the white. 

21. Sir Thomas Gage, bart. 

22. Lady of fir Thomas Parkyns, 
bart. 

26. Humphry Minchin, ef. 
MP. pary » eg 

28. Lady Mildmay, relict of fir 
William Mildmay, bart. 

April 3. Countefs of Welderen, 
fifter of lord Howard de Walden, 
and lady of the count de Walden, 
formerly ambaflador here from the 
United Provinces. 

10. Sir Archibald Edmonftone, 
bart. 

11. Hon. Thomas Francis Wen- 
man, brother to vifcount Wen- 
man, and feliow of All Souls Col- 
lege, Oxford, found drowned in 
the river Cherwell, at Oxford. 

13. Lady of the hon. Everard 
Arundel. 

—. Sir Bellingham Graham, 
bart. 

20. Lady Anne Maria Monta- 
gue, fifter of the duke of Man- 
chefter. 

—. In childbed, lady of John 
Pardoe, jun. efq. M. P. 

—. Lord Somerville, one of the 
fixteen peers of Scotland. 

25. John Pardoe, jun, efq. M. P. 

28. Spencer earl of Northamp- 
ton, 

30. Samuel Beechcroft, efq. 
many years a director of the bank. 

May 3. Lady Gertrude Cromie. 

Lately, Mr. Hogyins, of Bolas, 
Shropfhire, father of the countefs 
of Exeter. 

1g. Lady Charlotte Finch, eldeft 
daughter of the late earl of Win- 
chetier. 

22. Thomas vifcount Falkland, 
27. Lord 
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27. Lord Charles Patrick 
Thomas Townfhend, youngeft fon 
of marquis Townthend. See p. (33). 

23. Primrofe lady Lovat. 

30. Right hon. William Burton 
Conyngham, a lord of the treafury 
in Ireland. 

Fune 6. Countefs of Suffex. 

it. Samuel Whitbread, efq. of 
Bedwell-park, Herts. 

Fuly 14. Lady Hay, relict of fir 
Thomas Hay, of Park, bart. 

16. Field-marfhal fir George 
Howard, K. B. 

—. Righthon, William Gerrard 
Hamilton. 

-—. Rear-admiral Carteret. 

26. Sir Roger Mottyn, bart. 
M. P. 

21. Robert Burns, the celebrat- 
ed Ayrfhire poet. 

Aug. 1. Mrs. Burrow, lady of 
Fdward Burrow, efq. of Bromley, 
M. P. 

—. Lieutenant-general fir Robert 
Pigot, bart. 

—. Edward Blackett,  efq. 
eldeit fon of fir Edward Blackett, 
bart. 

Lady Gordon, wife of fir 
William Gordon, K. B. 

8. Hon. Mrs. Mariham, filter of 
the late lord Romney. 

11. Delves Broughton, efq. eldeft 
fon of the rev. fir ‘Thomas Brough- 
ton, bart. 

12. Robert Beckford, efq. late 
M. P. for Leominfter. 

2. Richard Benyon, efq. M. P. 
¢. David earl of Mansheld. 

8. John Afkell Bucknall, efq. 
of Oxhey, Herts, uncle of lord 
Grimiton. 

31. Sir Jofeph Brooke, bart. of 
Seaton, Yorkfhire. 

Sept. 13. Vice admiral John 
Ford. 

14. Sir Alexander Mackenzie, 
of Coul, bart. mejor-general in the 
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fervice of the Eaft India com. 
pany. 

20. Hon. Thomas Lyon, uncle 
to the earl of Strathmore. 

21. Sir John Danvers, bart, 

22. — lord Cranftoun. 

24. Kev. and right hon. 
aa Glencairn. i 

27- Mifs Emilia Lawfon, daugh- 
ter of the late fir Gilbert Lawfon 
bart. : 

30. Sir Archibald Grant, of 
Monymutk, bart. 

Od. 1. Rev. James Fordyce, 
D. D. author of Sermons to Young 
Women, &c. 

6. Lady of fir Henry Dalhiwood, 
bart. of Kirtlington Park, Oxford. 
fhire. 

+. Rev. Thomas Reid, D. D, 
profeffor of Moral Philofophy in 
the univerfity of Glafgow. 

10. Juliana Maria, dowager 
queen of Denmark. 

14. Sir John Hopkins, knt, al- 
derman of Cattle Baynard Ward, 

1s. Victor Amadeus Marie, king 
of Sardinia, . 

26. Sir Benjamin Sinclair, of 
Dunbeath, bart. 

27. Countefs of Abergavenny. 

—. Sir Michael Stewart, of 
Blackall, bart. 

—. Hon. Peter John Bathurft, 
third fon of earl Bathurt. 

31. Archibald earl of Egling- 
toun. 

Nov. 7. Mary duchefs of Rich- 
mond. 

16. Thomas Sommers Cocks, 
efq. brother of lord Sommers. 

17, Catharine IJ. emprefs of 
Roflia. 

19. Hon. Mrs. North, lady of 
the bifhop of Winthetier. 

—. Thomas marquis of Bath. 

21. Edward Bearcroft, efq. chief 


juftice of Cheiter. 


—. Sir William Dick, bart. _ 
ai. Sir 





the 





91. Sir Edmund Head, bart. 
_. Hon. Mrs. Murray, mother 
Elibank. 
~ 17. William Picket, efq. al- 
derman of London. 
17. end John Cavendifh, uncle 
to the duke of Devonhhire. ' 
19. Dr. William Buller, bifhop 
ter. 
Ge Priace Lewis, fecond fon of 


the king of Prutha. 
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PROMOTIONS in the Year 1796. 


Fan. 16. Major-general Prince 
Edward—a lieutenant-general. 

Feb. 27. John earl of Bute—vil- 
count Mountjoy, earl of Wind- 
for, and marquis of the county of 


Bute. 
20, Walter Farquhar, M. D.—a 


bart. 

—, Rear-admiral Hugh Clober- 
ry Chriftian—K. B. 

27. David Smyth, efq. of Meth- 
ven—one of the commiflioners of 
jufticiary in Scotland. 

—. Allan Machononchies, efq. 
—one of the lords of feflion in Scot- 
land. 

March 10. Robert Lifton, efq. 
ambaflador to the Sublime Porte— 
envoy extraordinary and minifter 
plenipotentiary to the United States 
of America. 

—. Edward Thornton, efq.— 
fecretary of lecation to the faid 
United States. 

12. Earl Howe—admiral of the 
fleet and general of marines. 

_ ==. Lord Bridport—vice-admiral 
of Great Britain. 

—. Hon. William Cornwallis 
rear-admiral of Great Britain. 

~. Capt. fir Edward Pellew, 


it.—a baronet. 
: 18. Captain Charles Mitchel—a 
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2t. William Bellingham, efq.—a 
bart. 

23- William Watfon, efq —a 
knt. 

24. Samuel lord Hood—matfter 
of Greenwich hofpital, and one of 
the commiflioners or governors 
thereof. 

April 6, George Pownall, efq.— 
a knt. 

16. George earl of Stamford— 
baron Delamere and earl of War- 
rington. 

29. Earl of Kinnoul and fir Grey 
Cooper, bart.—privy-countellors, 

30. John Coxe Hippifley, Whar. 
ton Amcotts, Edmund. Cradock 
Hartopp, Thomas Turton and Ro- 
bert Baker, etqrs.—baronets. 

May 3. Earl of Leven and Mel- 
ville—his majefty’s commiflioner to 
the general affembly of the church 
ot Scotland. 

r1. Francis d’Ivernois, efq.— 
a knt. 

18, Charles earl of Northamp- 
ton—lord-lieutenant of Northamp- 
tonfhire. 

14. Lieutenant-cenerals, fir D. 
Lindfay, bart. E. Maxwell Brown, 
Eyre Maffey, George Warde, Flaw- 
er Mocher, fir R. Sloper, K. B. 
Staates Long Morris, Ralph earl of 
Rofs, fir R. Pigot, bart. fir J. Dal- 
ling, bart. Rufiel Manners, Thomas 
Hall, James Grant, fir W. Fawcett, 
K. B. William marquis of Lothian, 
K. T. fir C. Grey, K. B, fir Thomas 
Spencer Wilfon, bart. George 
Morrifon, Thomas Clarke, and 
Charles Rainsford—to be generals 
in the army. 

Major-generals Anthony George 
Martin, Benjamin Gordon, hon, 
Thomas Bruce, George Ainflie, 


James Adeane, Edward Smith, 
Thomas Bland, Felix Buckley, 
Charles William Lyon, Henry 


Watfon Powell, Thomas Stirling, 
George 
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George Garth and Richard Gren- 
ville—to be lieutenant-generals in 
the army. 

Colonels, George Bernard, of the 
84th foot, George Nugent, of the 
Scth foot, John Bowater, of the 
marines, Thomas Averne, of the 
marines, Thomas Duval, half-pay 
of the marines, James Barker, half- 
pay of the 56th foot, John Camp- 

li, of the marines, Charles Tar- 
rant of the engineers in Ireland, 
William Lewis, of the marines, 
~— Barclay, of the marines, Wil- 

iam Macarmick, half-pay, Wil- 
liam Maddox Richardfon, of the 
64th foot, John Freke, half-pay of 
the 39th foot, Richard England, of 
the 24th foot, William Keppel, of 
a Weft India regiment, John H. 
Hutchinfon, of the 94th foot, John 
Hamilton, of the late Srit foot, 
Alexander Hay, of the 1ogth foot, 
Thomas Goldie, of the late Sad 
foot, Robert Douglas of the 47th 
foot, Simon Frater, of the 133d 
foot, Thomas Davies, of the artil- 
lery, Robert Manners, of the 3d 
foot guards, William Loftus, of 
the 24th dragoons, William Myers, 
of a Weft Inaia regiment, Frede- 
rick George Muicafter, of the en- 
gineers, Oliver Nicols, of a Weft 
India regiment, Alexander Mercer, 
of the engineers, George Hewitt, 
of the g2d foot, and James Hart- 
ley, of the 75th foot—to be major- 
generals in the army. 

Colonels, Patrick Rofs, John 
Erfkine, Robert Stuart, Thomas 
Geils, Jofeph Bilclitfe, Edward 
Ellerker, Gabriel Johnfton, George 
Deare, William Sydenham, Ed- 
ward Rawftorne, James Nichol, 
Charles Ware, and George Co- 
nyngham—to the major-generals in 
the Kaft Indies only. 

28. Charles lord Hawkefbury— 
earl of Liverpool. 











28. Samuel baron Hood, of Ire. 
land—vifcount Hood of Great Bri. 
tain. 

31. Francis earl of Moray, of Ire. 
land—baron Stuartof Caftle Stuart 
in Invernefsthire. ‘ 

—. John earl of Galloway—ba. 
ron Stewart of Garlies, in the ftew. 
artry of Kirkcudbright. 

—. James earl of Courtown of 
Ireland — baron Saltersford, in Che. 
fhire. 

—. George earl of Macartney, 
in [reland—baron Macartney of 
Parkhurtt, in Surry. 

—. John Chriftian Burton, vif. 
count Downe of Ireland—baron 
Dawnay of Cowick, Yorkthire, 

—. George vifcount Middleton, 
of Ireland—baron Brodrick, of 
Peppes Harrow, Surry. 

—. Alexander baron Bridport of 
Ireland—baron Bridport of Great 
Britain. 

—. Sir John Rous, bart.—baron 
Rous. 

—. Sir Henry Gough Calthorpe, 
bart.—baron Calthorpe. 

—. Sir Peter Burrell, bart,—ba- 
ron Gwydir. 

—. Sir Francis Baffet, bart,—ba+ 
ron De Dunttanville. 

—. Edward Lafcelles, efq.—ba- 
ron Harewood. 

—. John Rolle, efq.—barona 
Rolle, 

—. John Campbell, efq.—lord 
Cawdor. 

June 1. William Campbell, efq. 
—governor of the Bermuda Iflands. 

6. Edward Cooke, efq.—under 
fecretary in the military depart- 
ment of the chief fecretary’s office 
in Ireland. 

—. William Elliot, efq —under 
fecretary in the civil department. 

—. Barry earl of Farnham and 
Sackville Hamilton, efg.—privy- 
counfellors of Ireland. 

July 
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2° Fuly 12+ Lady Willoughby de 
Erefby—lady of the bedchamber 
to the princefs of Wales, 

13- Captain Thomas Williams 
of the royal navy—a knt. 

16. Sir Joflua Vanneck, bart.— 
baron Huntingfield, of the kingdom 
of Ireland. 1 

=, Robert Smith, efq.—baron 
Carrington, of the kingdom of Ire- 

d. 
coed Major-general: Henry lord 
Mulgrave — governor of Scarbo- 
rough Caftle. 

—, Major-general Thomas Muf- 

ve—governor of Gravefend and 

ilbury. 

—, Colonel William Goodday 
Strutt—deputy -governor of Stirling 
Caftle. 

20. Sir John Morfhead, bart. —fur- 
veyor-general tothe prince of Wales, 

—. Sir William Cuningham, 
bart.—one of the ftate council to 
the prince of Wales, for the prin- 
cipality of Wales. 

—. Thomas Tyrwhitt, efq. pri- 
vate fecretary to the prince of Wales 
—privy-feal and auditor of the 
duchy of Cornwall. 

23. Francis James Jackfon, efgq. 
—ambaflador to the Ottoman Port. 

—. Charles Medows Pierrepont 
—baron Pierrepont and vifcount 
Newark. 

Charles earl of Liverpool—to 
bear the arms of Liverpool, toge- 
ther with his family arms, by the 
exprefs defire of the corporation of 
Liverpool. 

~~. Hon. John: Rodney—com- 
mifioner of the victualling-office. 

—» Marquis Townfhend—go- 
vernor of Jerfey. 

—. General fir William Faw- 
cett, K. B.—governor of Chelfea 
Hofpital. 

— Robert Cullen, efg —lord 
of the feffion in Scotland. ? 


—. The prince of Wales—co. 
lonel of the roth regiment of dra- 
goons. 

Auguf 2. Generals John duke 
of Argyll, Jcftery lord Amburfk, 
Studholme Hodgfon, George mar. 
quis Townfhend, lord Frederick 
Cavendifh, and Charles duke of 
Richmond—field-inarfhals. 

20. Robert vifcount Caftlereagh 
—earl of Londonderry. 

Sept. 1. Hon. Arthur Paget, fe- 
cretary af embafly to the court of 
Madrid. 

—. Benjamin Garlike, efq.—fe- 
cretary of legation to the ceurt of 
Berlin. 

21. John earl of Chatham—pre- 
fident of the council. 

30. Earl of Kinnoul, and lord 
Dupplin, his fon—lord Lyon king 
at arms for Scotland. 

O@ 10. General Henry Lawes 
earl of Carhampton—comman.- 
der in chief of the forces in Ire- 
land. 

Nov. 3. Major-general fir Ralph 
Abercromby, Kk. B,—colonel of the 
2d regiment of dragoons. 

—. Major-general Welbore Ellis 
Doyle—colonel of the 53d regi 
ment of foot. 

—. Major-general Gerard Lake 
—colonel of the 73d regiment of 
fcot. 

—. General lord Adam Gordon 
—zovenor of Edinburgh Cattle. 
Lieutenant-general Charles 
Rainsford—governor of Tinmiouth 
Caitle. 

30. John duke of Roxburgh—a 
privy-counfelior. 

30. Lieutenant-colonel Charles 
Green—zovernor of Grenada. 

Dec. 3. Major-general John 
Graves Simcoe—governor of fuch 
parts of St. Domingo as are in the 
Britith poftethon. 

3. Major-general the honourable » 
Charles 
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Charles Stuart—general in Portu- 
gal only. 

. Major-general Simon Frafer 
—lieutenant-general in Portugal 
only. 

. Colonel fir James St. Clair 
Erikine, bart.—brigadier and adju- 
tant-general in Portugal only. 

3. Colonel William Anne Vil- 
lettes—brigadier-general in Portu- 
gal only. 

3. Brevet-major Robert Stuart— 
deputy adjutant-general and lieute- 
naat-colonel in Portugal only. 

Listen anlenel Hilde- 
brand Oakes — quarter-general, 


with the rank of colonel in Porty- 
gal only. 
1s. William Elliot—minifter 


plenipotentiary to the elector pala- 
tine, and minifter to the diet of 
Ratifbon. 





SHERIFFS appointed for the 
Year 1796. 


Berks, Michael 
Shippon, 

Bedfordfhire, George Brooks, of 
Flitwick. 

Bucks, Thomas Hibbert, of Chal- 
font-houfe. 

Cumberland, James Graham, of 
Barrock-lodge, e(qrs. 

Chethire, the hon, Booth Grey, 
of Wincham. 

Cambridge and Huntingdon, J. 
Gardener, of Chatteris. 

Cornwall, John Enys, of Enys, 
efqrs. 

Devonfhire, fir Bourchier Wray, 
of Vawittock, bart. 

Dorfethire, Thomas 


of 


Anthony, 


Bowyer 


Bower, of Iwern-mintter, efq. 
Derbyfhire, fir Robert Wilmot, 
of Ofmaiton, bart. 
Eifex, Jackfon Barwis, of Mar- 


Xe 
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Gloucefterfhire, Samuel Peach 
Peach, of Upper Torkington, 

Hertfordthire, John Sowerby, of 
Lilley. $ 

Herefordthire, Abraham Whita. 
ker, of Lifton, 

Kent, John Mumford, of Sutto, 
at see 

Leicefterfhire, James Ric 
of Athby de la Saar har 

Lincolnfhire, William Earl Wel. 
by, of Denton. 

Monmouthfhire, Henry Barnes, 
of Monmouth. : 

Northumberland, Adam Mans- 


field Lawfon Decardonnell, of 
Chirton. 
Northamptonfhire, Allen Ed. 


ward Young the younger, of Or. 
lingbury. 

Norfolk, Thomas Brown Evans, 
of Kirby Bedon. 

Nottinghamfhire, J. Wright, of 
Nottingham. 

Oxfordthire, William Lowndes 
Stone, of Brightwell. 

Rutlandfhire, R. Tomlin, of 
Edith Wefton. 

Shropfhire; Ralph Leake, of 
Longford. 

Somerfetthire, John Tyndale 
Warre, of Heftercombe. 

Staffordfhire, Henry Vernon, of 
Hilton. 

Suffolk, John Clayton, of Sib- 
ton. 

Southampton, H. Maxwell, of 
Ewfhot-houfe. 

Surry, Thomas Sutton, of Moul- 
fey. 

“Suffex, John Fuller, of Rofehill. 

Warwickfhire, Edward Croxall, 
of Shuftock. 

Worcefterfhire, T. Hill 
younger, of Broom. 

Wilts, Gilbert Trowe Beckett 
Turner, of Penleigh. 

Yorkfhire, Godfrey Wentworth 
W Porth ickleton, eigrs. 

entworth, of H ON TH 


the 
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Carmarthen, J. William Hughes 
Tregyth. 
Pak ohe, Nathaniel Philips, of 
Slebetch. : 
Cardigan, Edward Warren Jones, 
of Lianina. 
Glamorgan, Herbert Hurft, of 
Gabalva. ; 
Brecon, P. Champion Crefpigny, 
f Tallyllyr. 
; Railnor, John Pritchard, of Doly- 


velin, efqrs. 
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Merioneth, Thomas Lloyd, of 
Cumhufion. 


Anglefea, J. Morris Conway, of 
Cellening. 

Carnarvon, J. William Lenthall, 
of Mainan. 


Montgomery, John Dickin, of 
Welch Pool. 


Denbighfhire,. J. Hughes, of 
Horfeley-hall, efqrs. 

Flint, Sir E. Pryce Lloyd, of 
Pengwern-place, bart, 
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PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 





Refolutions refpeing a Negotiation 
with the French Republic, moved 
in the Houfe of Commons by Mr. 
Grey, Feb. 15, 1796. 


HAT an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his majefty, ftat- 
ing, that it is the wifh of this 
houfe, that his majeftv may graci- 
oufly be pleafed to take fuch fteps 
as to his royal wifdom fhall appear 
moft proper, for communicating 
direAly to the executive directory 
of the French republic his majefty’s 
readinefs to meet any difpofition to 
negotiation onthe part of that go- 
vernment, with an earnett defire to 
give it the fulleft and {peediett ef- 
fect, 
The above motion was rejected 
by a majority of 189 to So. 





Rejolutions concerning the Pullic Ex- 


. ° . = . 
ponditure, moved in the Hone of 


Com mons, on the ath of May, 1796, 
by Mr, Grey. 


Refolved —I. That at all times, 
and under all circumftances, it is 
the indifpentable duty of the honfe 
of commons vigilant.y to faperin- 
tend the expendrure of the public 
money, and ftriétiy to inquire into 
the application of the grants made 

#) 





by parliament to the fervice for 
which they have been voted. 

iI, That by an aé& paffed jn 
every feflion of parliament, the 
particular fums granted for each 
particular fervice are fpecified, and 
the money that fhall be paid into 
the exchequer is appropriated to 
their difcharge ; and that it is ftri@- 
ly directed that fuch aids and fup. 
plies fhall not be applied to any 
ufe, intent, or purpofe whatever, 
other than the ufes and purpofes 
mentioned in the faid aé&. 

I}I. That it appears from an ac- 
count prefented to this houfe on 
the a1it of April, 1796, that the 
fum of 644,1061. 7s. gd. was then 
due to the feveral colonels or com- 
manding officers of his majefty’s 
forces, for net off-reckonings and 
clothing for the years 1794 and 
1795, although by acts pailed in 
1794 and 1795, money was grant- 
ed to difcharge the fame; and al- 
though the faid aéts direct that 
the money fo granted fhall be 
applied in difcharge of the fame, 
and not otherwife. 

IV. That it appears from an ac- 
count prefented to this Houfe on 
the 2tit of April, 1796, that the 
fum of 146,gool. 125. 4d. is now due 
to the general and ftalf-officers o 


“——— nr es © FF oF ae 6G 


—~_ mit, mea -eeelCriflhlUcre,lhlUrrOhCU 





PUBLIC 


| iefty’s forces for the years 
oes =f and 1795; although 
by acts paifed in the faid years, 
money was ranted for the payment 
of the faid fum; and although the 
faid aéts direét that the faid mo- 
ney, fo granted, fhall be applied 
in difcharge of the faid fum, and 
not otherwife. 

V. That it appears from an ac- 
count prefented to this houfe on 
the 2ift of April, 1796, that the 
fum of 4313 138. 3d, is now 
due to the feveral governors, lieu- 
tenant-governors, and other officers 
of his majefty’s forces and garrifons 
in Great Britain, and parts beyond 
the feas, for the ycars 1794 and 
1796, although by acts paffed in 
the faid years, money was granted 
for difcharging the faid fum; and 
although the faid acts direét that 
the money fo granted fhall be ap- 
plied in difcharging the faid fame, 
and not otherwite. 

VI. That it appears from an ac- 
count prefented to this houfe 6n the 
sift of April, 1796, that the fum of 
31,0661. gs. gd. due to the general 
ftaffofficers of his majefty’s forces for 
the year 1794, was paid out of grants 
for the fervice of the year 1796, 
although by an aét pafled in 1794, 
money was granted for difcharging 
the faid fum; and although the 
faid act direéts that the faid money 
fo granted fhall be applied in dif- 
charging the fame, and not other- 
wife. 

VII. That it appears from an ac- 
count produced to this houfe, on 
the a1ft of April, 1796, that the 
fum of 72,1001. due for off-reck- 
Onings to the 24th of December, 
1794, and which remained due on 
the a1ft of January, 1796, was dif- 
charged out of the vote of credit 

ted for the exprefs purpofe of 
defraying expences that may occur 
11796. By an aét paffed in 1704, 
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money was granted for difcharging 
the faid fum; and although the 
faid a& direéts that the money 
fo gamed fhall be applied in 
difcharge of the fame, and .not 
otherwile. 

VIII. That it appéars to this 
houfe, that by an act pafléd in the 
23d year of his majefty’s reign, for 
the better regulation of the office 
of paymafter-general of his ma- 
jefty’s forces, it is enaéted, that 
no money for the fervice of the 
army fhall be iflued from his ma- 
jelty’s exchequer to the paymafter- 
general of his majefty’s forces, or 
thall be placed or direéted to be 
placed in his majefty’s hands or 
poffefion; but the, fame fhall be 
iffued ad direéted to be paid to the 
governor and company of the bank 
of England, to be placed to his ac- 
count. 

IX. That it appears to this houfe, 
from an account produced on the 
22d of April, 1796, that in open 
contempt and defiance of the faid 
a&, the fum of 430,200l. has been 
iffued direétly to the paymafter- 
general of his majefty’s forces, in 
exchequer bills on the vote of cre- 
dit for 1796; and that a balance 
of 83,3001. was remaining uniflued 
in. his hands on the faid 22d of 
April, 1796. 

X. That it further appears to this 
houfe, that by the faid aét, the 
paymafter-general of his majeity’s 
forces is direétcd and required to 
form his memorials and requifitions 
to the treafury, and to iffue his 
drafts upon the governor and com- 
pany of the bank of England, upon 
the 24th day of June, aud 24th 
day of December, in every year, 
in equal payments, to fuch perfon 
or perfons as have a regular affign- 
ment from tie feveral colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels, commandants, 
majors, and captains commandant, 
(i 2) and 
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and captains, for the monies ap- 
propriated for the clothing of the 
non-commiffioned officers and pri- 
vate men of his majefty’s regular 
forces. 

XI. That it appears to this 
houfe, that the fums of money 
appropriated for the clothing of his 
majefty’s regular forces, and which, 
accotding to the provifions of the 
faid act, ought to have been iffued 
on the 24th of December, 1794, 
the 24th of June and 24th of De- 
cember, 1795, had been diverted 
to other purpofes and {till remain- 
ed due on the rit of January, 2796, 
in open contempt and defiance of 
the faid aé& 

X1i. That ict appears that an ac- 
count is annually pretented to this 
houfe, thewing how the money 
granted for the fervice of the pre- 
ceding vear has been difpofed 
of, diltinguifhed under the feveral 
heads, and the parts remaining un- 
fatisfied with the deficiency there- 
upon. 

XIII. That fuch account was 
intended to be what in its title it 
profetfes to’ be, a real account, 
fhewing how the money given for 
the fervice of the vear had actually 
been cifpofed of, in order that 
the houfe of commons might be 
informed of the ftate of the public 
expenditure, and fatisfy themftelves 
as to the appheation of the money 
voted, to thofe tervices for which 
at had_been granted by them. 

XIV. That on account, of the 
above defcription, has been pre- 
fented to this houfe, in each of the 
years 1794, 1795, and 1796, in 
which the money granted for the 
fervices of each year is ftated to 
have been applied to the fervices 
for which it was voted by- parlia- 
ment, although it now appears from 
accounts fince prefented to tis 
houfe, that the fum of 644,106l. 
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granted for off.reckonings for the 
year 1794, .and 1795; the fum of 
146,gcol. granted for the pay of 
the ecaeral and ftaff-officers of his 
majefty’s forces for 1793, 199, 
and 1795; the fum Basta 
granted for the pay of the feveral 
governors, lieutenant - governors, 
and other officers of his majefty’s 
forces in Great Britain and parts 
beyond the feas, for the years 1794 
and 1795, and feverally ftated to 
have been difpofed of for thofe fer. 
vices, {till remain unfatisfied. 
XV. That in the inftances above 
mentioned, his majeity’s minitters 
have been guilty of prefenting falfe 
accounts, calculated to miflead the 
judgment of this houfe, of a fla- 
grant violation of various acts of 
parliament, and of a grofs mifap- 
lication of the public money. 
The above refolutions were 


‘negatived by a majority of 209 


to 38. 





Refolutions concesning the Public Ex- 
penditure, moved in the Houfe of 
Lords, on the 2d of May, 1796, 
by the Marquis of Lanfdown. 


That as we fee no effectual fteps 
taken to realife thofe meafures of 
reform, for which the prefent mi- 
nifters, at their entrance into ofhce, 
ftood ftrongly pledged to the pub- 
lic, or thofe earnettly recommend: 
ed in the reports upon the table, by 
two boards of commiflioners, both 
appointed by parliament, 

It is incumbent on this houle to 
inquire into the caufe of 1o extra- 
ordinary an omiflion, as well as, 

Whether any new ofhces have 
fince been created ? 

Whether any old falaries have 
been increafed on flight pre 
tences ¢ 

Whether any falaries have been 
: granucd 
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ted for fpecial purpofes, and 
continued, though the reafons for 
them have ceafed f 

Whether any warrants for bene- 
ficial grants have been directed? 
And on the whole, 

Whether the public expences 
have increafed beyond the fup- 
plies annually granted by parlia- 
ment ? 

This, which would be a duty in- 
cumbent upon parliament, were 
the exifting war ever fo neceflary, 
jut, and fuccefsfal, is become 
moft urgent and indifpenfable, in 
a conteft at once bloody and ex- 
penfive beyond example, without 
plan or object, except fuch objects 
as the mifconduct of the war firft 
created; attended with a wafte of 
money profufe almoft beyond ima- 
ination ;- which has already re- 
uced our trade to a dependence on 
the very warfare which is funda- 
mentally deftroying it, and has fo 
exhaufted our refources, as to drive 
us to the wretched expedient of 
feviving taxes which were a few 
years fince repealed, upon the 
ground of thereby increafing the 
revenue — an effect which that re- 
peal produced, and a policy which 
muft, therefore, on the return of 
peace, be again reforted to, and 
which will confequently bring with 
it the neceffity of finding new taxes, 
if new and produétive taxes can 
be invented in our then exhaufted 
flate. 

In a fituation fo alarming, and 
fo manifeftly tending to deftroy the 
confidence of the people in parlia- 
ment, which (as every reflecting 
man muft have, with deep concern, 
obferved) has for fome years patt 
been rapidly on the decline; it be- 
hoves parliament, by a timely re- 
vival of its ancient energy and in. 
regrity, to convince the people that 
their conftitutional guardians are 





awake to the common danger, and 
are determined to come forward 
with fuch firm meafures of public 
order and reform, as will effetual- 
ly relieve the fubjeét, and remedy 
evils, which, if ftill fuffered to ac- 
cumulate, will be paft all remedy, 
and muft ineviiably terminate in 
public confufion. 


The above refolutions were 
negatived by a majority of 104 
to 12. 





Refolutions moved in the Houfe of Come 
mons, on the 10th of May, «796, by 
Mr. Fox, for an Addve/s to his Ma- 
jofty, on the Condud? of Adnini- 
Jfiration, in the Commencement and 


Progre/s of the War, 


That an addrefs be prefented to 
his majefty, moft h\mbly to offer 
to his royal confideration, that 
judgment which his faithful com- 
mons have formed, and now dtem 
it their duty to declare, conce:n- 
ing the conduct of his minifters in 
the commencement, and during the 
progrefs of the prefent unfortunate 
war. As long as it was poihble 
for us to doubr from what fource 
the national diftreffes have ariien, 
we have, in times of diifieulty and 
peril, thought ourfelves bound to 
ftrenythen his majefty’s government, 
for the protection of hs fubyects, 
by our confidence and fupport. 
But our duties as his majefly’s 
counfellors, and as the reprefenta- 
tives of his people, will no longer 
permit us to diflemble our deli- 
berate and determined opinion, 
that the diftrefs, difficulty, and 
peril, to which this country is now 
fubjected, have arifen from the mif- 
conduct. of the king’s minifters, 
and are likely to fubfift and in- 
creafe, as long as the fame princi- 
ples which have hitherto guided 
(F 3) thefe 
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thefe minifters, fhall continue to 
prevail in the councils of Great 
Britain. 

It is painful for us to remind 
his m<jefty of the fituation of his 
dominions at the beginning of the 
war, and of the high desree of 
profperity to which the fkill and 
induftry of his fubjeéts had, under 
the fafeguard of a iree conftitution, 
raifed the Britifh empire, fince it 
can only fill his mind with the me- 
lancholy recollection of profperity 
abufed, and of opportunities of fe- 
curing permanent advantages wan- 
tonly rejected. Nor fhall we pre- 
fume to wound his majefty’s be- 
nevolence, by dwelling on the for- 
tunate confequences which might 
have arifen from the mediation of 
Great Britain between the powers 
then at war, which might have en- 
fured the permanence of our profpe- 
rity, while it preferved all Europe 
from the calamities which it has fince 
endured. A mediation which this 
kingdom was fo well fitted to 
carry on with vigour and dignity, 
by its power, its char Aer, and the 
nature of its government, happily 
removed at an equal diftance from 
the contending extremes of licen- 
tiou{nefs and tyranny, 

From this neutral and impartial 
fyflem of policy his majefty’s mi- 
nifters were induced to depart by 
certain meafures of the French go- 
vernment, of which they complain- 
ed as injurious and hoftile to this 
country, With what juftice thofe 
complaints were made, we are not 
now called upon to determine, 
fince it canrot be pretended, that 
the meafures of France were of 
fuch a wature as to preclude the 
pofhbility of adjuftment by nego- 
tiation; and it is impoffible to de- 
ny, that the power which fhuts up 
the chasael of accommodation, 
muft be the real agegreffor in war. 
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To rejeé& negotiation is to deter. 
mine on hoftilities; and whatever 
may have been the nature of the 

oints in queftion between us and 

rance, we Cannot but pronounce 
the refufal of fuch an authorized 
communication with that country 
as might have amicably terminated 
the di{pute, to be the true and im. 
mediate caufe of the rupture which 
followed. 

Nor can we forbear to remark, 
that the pretences under which 
his majefty’s minifters then haugh. 
tily reftufed fuch authorized com. 
munication, have been fufficiently 
expofed by their own condué, 
in fince fubmitting to a fimilar 
intercourfe with the fame govern- 
ment. 

The mifguided policy, which 
thus rendered the war inevitable, 
appears to have actuated the mi- 
nifters in their determination to 
continue’ it at all hazards. At 
the fame time we cannot but ob- 
ferve, that the obftinacy with which 
they have adhered to their defperate 
fyftem, is not more remarkable 
than their verfatility in the pretexts 
upon which they have juftified it. 
At one period the ftrength, at an- 
other the weaknefs of the enemy 
have been ured as motives for 
continuing the war: the fucceffes, 
as well as the defeats of the allies, 
have cootributed only to prolong 
the conteft; and hope and de- 
{pair have equally ferved to in- 
volve us ftill deeper in the horrors 
of war, and to entail upon us an 
endlefs train of calamities. 

After the original profeffed ob- 
jeéts had been obtained by the 
expvlfion of the French armies 
from the territories of Holland and 
the Auftrian Netherlands, we find 
his majefty’s minifters, influenced 
either by arrogance or by infa- 
tuated ambition and the vain we 
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of conquetts, which, if realized, 
could never compenfate to the na- 
tion for the blood and treafure by 
which they muft be obtained, re- 
jecting, unheard, the overtures made 
by the executive council of France, 
at a period when the circumftances 
were fo eminently favourable to 
his majefty and his allies, that there 
js every reafon to fuppote that a 

otfation, commenced at fuch a 
juncture, mult have terminated in 
an honourable and advantageous 

ce: to the profpects arifing 

m fuch an opportunity, they 

ferred a blind and obitinate per- 
everance in a war which could 
{fcarce have any remaining object 
but the unjuftifi ble purpote of im- 


pofing upon France a government 


difapproved of by the inhabitants 
of that country; and fuch was the 
infatuation of thefe minifters, that, 
far from being able to frame a wife 
and comprehenfive fyftem of po- 
licy, they even rejected the few 
advantages that belonged to their 
own unfortunate {cheme. The ge- 
neral exiftence of a defign to inrer- 

fe in the internal government of 

rance was too  manifeft, not to 
roufe into active hoftility the na- 
tional zeal of thar people ; but their 
particular projects were too equi- 
vocal to attract the confidence, or 
teat the co-operation of thofe 

renchmen who were difaffeéted 
to the government of their country, 
The nature of thefe plans was too 
clear not to provoke formidable 
enemies, but their extent was too 
ambiguous to conciliate ufeful 
friends, 

We beg leave farther to repre- 
fent to your majefty, that at fub- 
fequent periods vour minifters have 
fuffered the moft favourable op- 
portunities to efcape of obtaining 
aa honourable and advantageous 
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pacification. Thev did not avail 
themfelves, as it was their duty to 
have done, of the unbroken ftrenoth 
of the general confederacy which 
had been formed againft France, 
for the purpofe of giving effect to 
overtures for negotiation, They 
faw the feceflion of feveral power- 
ful flates from that confederacy, 
they fuffered it to diffolve without 
an effort for the attainment of a 
gencral.pacification. They loaded 
their country with the odium of 
having eneaved in a combination, 
charged with the mott queftionable 
and unjuftifiable views, without a- 
vailing themielves of that combi- 
nation, for procuring favourable 
conditions of peace. ‘That, from 
this fatal negleft, the progrefs of 
hoftilities has only ferved tq efta- 
blith the evils which might certain- 
ly have been avoided by negotia- 
tion, but which are now confirmed 
by the events of the war. We 
have felt that the unjuitifiable and 
iinpreticable attempt to eftablifh 
royalty in France by force, has 
only proved fatal to its unfortunate 
fupporters. We have feen with 
regret the fubjugation of Holland, 
and the aggrandifement of the 
French republic; and we have to 
lament the alteration in the ftate of 
Europe, not ouly from the fuccefles 
of the French, but from the fo\mi- 
dable acquifitions of fome of the 
allied powers on the fide of Poland, 
acquifitions, alarming from their 
magnitude, but ftill more fo from 
the manner in which they have 
been made, thus fatally learning 
that the war.has tended alone to 
eftablith the very evils, for the pre- 
vention of which it was avowedly 
undertaken, . 
That we now therefore appraach 
his majefty, to afure him that his 
faithful commons heard, with the 
(F 4) Ancerelt 
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fincereft fatisfaétion, his maiefty's 
moft gracious meflage of the 8th of 
December, wherein his majefty ac- 
quaints them, that the crifis which 
was depending at the cammence- 
ment of the prefent feflion, had !ed 
to fuch an order of things, as would 
induce his majefty to meet any 
difpofition to negotiation on the 
part of the enemy, with an earnett 
defire to give it the fulleft and 
{peediett effeét, and to conclude a 
general treaty of peace, whenever 
it could be effeéted on juft and 
equitable terms for himfelf and his 
allies. 

That from this gracious com- 
munication, they were led to hope 
for a fpeedy termination to this 
moft difaftrous contelt; but that, 
with furprife and forrow, they have 
now reafon to apprehend that three 
months were fuffered to elapfe be- 
fore any fteps were taken towards 
a negotiation, or any overtures made 
by his majeity’s fervants. 

With equal furprife and concern 
they have obferved, when a fair 
and open conduct was {& peculiarly 
Incumbent oa his majeliy’s mini- 
fters, confidering the prejudices and 
fufpicions which their previous 
conduct muft have excited in the 
minds of the French; that inftead 
of adopting that open and manly 
meaner which became the witdom, 
the ¢haracter, and dignity of the 
Brith nation, they had recourfe to 
a itvle calculated rather to excite 
fufpicion, than to injpire confi- 
dence in the enemy. Evcrv ex- 
preilion which might be conftrued 
into an acknowledgment of the 
French republic, or even an allu- 
lion to its forms, was ftudioufly 
avoided ; and the minifter, through 
whom this overture was made, was 
jn a moft unprecedented manner 
saliructed to declare, that he had 
g 
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no authority to enter into any 
negotiation or difcuffion relative 
to the objeés of the propofed 
tregty. 

That it is with pain we refle 
that the alacrity of his majefty’s 
minifters an apparently breaking 
off this incipient neyotiation, as 
well as the ftrange and unufual 
manner in which it was announ- 
ced to the m nifters of the various 
powers of Europe, affords a very 
unfavourable cqgmment on their 
reluctance in entering upon jr, 
and is calchlated to make the 
moft injuriols impreffion re{ped. 
ing their fin¢erity on the people of 
France. 

On a review of fo many inftan. 
ces of grofs and flagrant mifcon- 
duct, proceeding from the fame 
pernicious principles, and direéted 
with incorrigible obttinacy to the 
fame mifchievous ends, we deem 
ourfelves bound in duty to his ma- 
jetty, and to our conttituents, to 
declare that we fee no rational 
hope of redeeming the affairs of 
the kingdom, but by the adop. 
tion of a fyftem radically and fun. 
damentally diiferewt from that 
which has produced our prefent 
calamities. @ 

Unlefs his majefty’s miniflers 
fhall, from a real conviction of 
paft errors, appear inclined to re- 
gulate their conduét upon fucha 
fy{tem, we can neither give any 
credit to the fincerity of their pro- 
feflions of a with for peace, nor re- 
pofe any confidence in them for 
conducting a negotiation to a pro- 
fperous iffue. Odious as they are 
to an enemy who wifi ftill to 
believe them fecretly to cherith 
thofe unprincipled and chimerical 
projects which they have been 
compelled in public to difavow, 
contemptible in the eyes of all 

Furope, 
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Europe, from the difplay of infin- 
cerity which has marked their con- 
doa, our only hopes reft on his 
majefty’s roval wifdom and unquef- 
tioned affection for his people, that 
he will be gracioufly pleated to 
adopt maxims of policy more fuit- 
ed tothe circumftances of the times 
than thofe by which his majefty’s 
minifters appear to have been go- 
verned, and to direct his fervants 
to take meafures, which, by differ- 
ing eflentially, as well in their tend- 
ency as in the principle upon 
which they are founded, from thofe 
which have hitherto marked their 
condu&, mav give this country 
fome reafonable hope, at no very 
diftant period, of the eftablifliment 
of a peace fuitable to the interefts 
of Great Britain, and likely to pre- 
ferve the tranquillity of Europe. 

This motion was negatived by a 
majority of 216 to 42. 
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His Majefy’s Speech to both Heufes 

of Parlianent, May iQ, 1796. 

Ty lords and gentlemen, 

The public butineis being now 
poncluded, I think it proper to 
clofe this feifion, and at the fame 
tinie to acquaiut you with my inten- 
fon of giving immediate directions 
for calling anew parliament. 

Phe objets which have cngaged 
your attention during the pretent 
lelhon, have been ot pcculiar im- 
portance ; and the meaiures whic! 
you have adopted, have mani- 
fefted your coutinued regard to 
the fafety aad welfare of my peo- 
ple. 

The happieft effets have heen 
experienced from the provilions 
Which you have made for reprefi- 
ing fecation and civi! tuimuit, and 
for reitvaining the progre{: of prin- 
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ciples fubverfive of «'l e tablithed 
government, 

The diticulties arifing to my 
fuble&ts from the hich price of 
corn, have formed a principal abe 
je& of vour deliberation; and your 
aftiduity in inveftigating that fub- 
ject, has firongly proved vour 
anxious defire to omit nothing 
which could tend to the relief of 
my people, in a matter of fuch gey 
neral concern. I have the greatett 
fatisfaction in obferving that the 
preffure of thofe dithculties is ina 
great degree removed. 


Gentiemen of. the houfe of 


commons, 


I muft, in a more particular 
manner, return you my thanks for 
the liberal fupplies which vou have 
granted to meet the exigencies of 
the war.—- While I regrec the ex- 
tent of thofe demands which the 
prefent circumftances nece ffarilv o¢- 
cafion, it is a great confolation to 
me to obferve the increafing re- 
fources by which the country is 
enabled to fupport them. Thefe 
refources are particularly maniteit- 
ed in the flate of the different 
branches of the revenue; in the 
continued and progreflive ftate of our 
navigation and commerce ; in the 
fteps which have been taken for 
maintaining and improving pub- 
lic credt, and in the addrional 
provition which has been made 
for the reduction of the national 
debt. 


Mv lords aml gentlemen, 


T fall ever refiect with heart. 
felt fatistaction on the uniform wifs 
doin, temper, and firmnets which 
have appeared in all your pro- 
ceedings, fince I firft met you in 
this place. Called to deliberate on 
the pubhc affairs of your countiv 
iu a period of toreign and dometuc 
tranh- 
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tranquillity, you had the happinefs 
of contributing to raife this king- 
dom to a ftate of unexampled pro- 
fperity. You were fuddenly com- 
pelled to relinquifh the full advan- 
tages of this fituation, in order to 
refift the unprovoked aggreilion of 
an enemy whofe hoftility was di- 
refted againft all civil fociety, but 
more particularly againft the happy 
union of order and liberty efta- 
blithed in thefe kingdoms. The 
nature of the fyftem introduced 
into France, afforded to that coun- 
try, in the midft of its calamities, 
the means of exertion beyond the 
experience of any former time. 
Under the preffure of the new and 
unprecedented difficulties arifing 
from fucha conteft, you have fhewn 
yourfelves worthy of all the blefs- 
ings that you inherit. By your 
counfels and conduct, the contu- 
tution has been preferved inviolate 
againft the defigns of foreigu and 
domeftic enemies; the honour of 
the Britifh name has been afferted ; 
the rank and ftation which we 
have hitherto held in Europe has 
been maintained ; and the decided 
fwperiority of our naval power has 
been ettablifhed in every quarter 
of the world. 

You have omitted no opportu- 
nity to prove your juft anxiety for 
the re-eftabliihment of general 
peace on fecure and honourable 
terms; but you have, at the fame 
time rendered it manifeft to the 
world, that while our enemies flail 
perfift in difpofitions incompatible 
with that object, neither the re- 
fources nor the fpirit of Englifhmen 
will be wanting to the fupport of 
a juft caufe, and to the detence of 
all their deare{t interefts. 

A due fenfe of this conduct is 
deeply impreiied on my heart. I 
truft that all my fubjects are ani- 
mated with the fame fentiment, and 
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that their loyalty and public ¢ init 
will enfure the continuance rm 
union and mutual conhdence be. 
tween me and my parliament 
which beft promote the true dic. 
nitv and glory of my crown okt 
the genuine happinefs of meh peo. 


ple. 
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His Mayeff y’s Speech to both Hou/, tof 
arliament, Odtober 6, 1796, 


My lords and gentlemen, 


It is a peculiar fatisfa@ion to me 
in the prefent conjuncture of affairs, 
to recur to your advice, after the 
recent opportunity which has been 
given for collecting the fenfe of my 
people, engaged in a difficult and 
arduous contett, far the prefervation 
of all that is inott dear to us. 

I have omitted no endeavours 
for fetting on foot negotiations ta 
reftore peace to Europe, and to fe. 
cure for the future the geiferal tran. 


-quillitv. The fteps which I have 


taken for this purpofe have at length 
opened the way to an immediate 
and direét negotiation, the iffue of 
which mutt either produce the de- 
firable end of a juit, honourable, 
and foiid peace for us, and for our 
allies; or muft prove, beyond dif- 
pute, to what caufe alone the pro- 
loneation of the calamities of war 

muft be afcribed. j 
I ‘hall immediately fend a perton 
to Paris, with full powers to treat 
for this object; and it is my an% 
ious wiih slat this meafure may 
lead to the reftoration of general 
peace: but you mutt be fenfible 
that nothing can fo much contri 
bute to give effect to this defire, as 
your manitefting that we potlefs 
both the determination and the re- 
fources to oppofe, with increafed 
activity and energy, the ~— ef 
: ‘al orts 
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foits with which we may have to 


contend. 

You will feel this peculiarly ne- 
eeffary at a moment when the ene- 
my has openly manifefted the in- 
tention of ee i a defcent on 
thefe kingdoms. It cannot be 
doubted what would be the iffue of 
fuch an enterprize; but it befits 
your wifdom to neglect no pee 
cautions that may either preclude 


‘the attempt, or fecure the {peediett 


means of turning it to the confu- 
fion and ruin of the enemy. 

In reviewing the events of the 

ear, you will have obferved that, 
by the fkill and exertions of my 
navy, our extenfive and increafing 
commerce has been protected to a 
degree almoft beyond example, and 
the fleets of the enemy have, for 
the greateft part of the year, been 
blocked up in their own ports. 

The operations in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies have been highly ho- 
nourable to the. Britifh arms, and 
productive of great national advan- 
tage; and the valour and good con- 
dué of my forces, both by fea and 
Jand, have been eminently con- 
{picuous. 

The fortune of war on the con- 
tinent has been more various; and 
the progrefs of the French armies 
threatened, at one period, the ut- 
moft danger to all Europe; but 
from the honourable and dignified 
perfeverance of my ally the em- 
peror, and from the intrepidity, dif- 
cipline, and invincible fpirit of the 
Auftrian forces, under the aufpi- 
cious conduct of the archduke 
Charles, {uch a turn has lately been 
g'ven to the courfe of the war, as 
may infpire a well-grounded con- 
fidence that the final refult of the 
campaign will prove more difaf- 
trous to the enemy than its com- 
mencement and progrefs for a time 
Were favourable to their hopes. 
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The apparently hoftile difpof- 
tions and conduct of the court of 
Madrid have led to difcuffions, of 
which I am not yet enabled to ae- 
quaint you with the final refult; 
but I am confident, that whatever 
may be their iffue, I fhall have 
given to Europe a further proof of 
my moderation and forbearance; 
and I can have no doubt of your 
determination to defend againft eve- 
ry aggreflion the dignity, rights, 
and interetts, of the Britith empire. 

Gentleinen of the houfe of 
commons, 

1 rely on your zeal and public 
fpirit for fuch fupplies as you may 
think neceflary for the fervice of 
the year, It is a great fatisfaction 
to me to obferve, that, aotwith- 
ftanding the temporary embarraff- 
ments which have been experi- 
enced, the ftate of the comimerce, 
manufactures, and revenue of the 
country, proves the real extent and 
folidity of our refources, and fur- 
nifhes you with fuch means as mutt 
be equal to any exertions which the 
prefent crifis may require. 

My lords and gentlemen, 

The dittreffes, which were in the 
laft year experienced from the fcar- 
city of corn, are now, by the bleff- 
ing of God, happily removed, and 
an abundant harveft affords the 
pleafing profpect of relief in that 
Wmportant article to the labouring 
clafles of the community. Our in- 
ternal tranquillity has alfo conti- 
nued undifturbed ; the general at- 
tachment of my people to the Bri- 
tifh conftitution has appeared on 
every occafion ; and the endeavours 
of thofe who wifhed to introduce 
anarchy and confufion into this 
country, have been repreffed by the 
energy and wifdom of the laws, 

To defeat all the defigns of our 
enemies, to reftore to my people the 
bleflings of a fecure and honour- 

able 
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able peace, to maintain inviolate 
their reiigion, laws, and liberty, and 
to deliver down unimpaired to the 
lateft pofterity the glory and hap- 
pinefs of thefe kingdoms, is the 
conftant with of my heart, and the 
uniform end of all my aétions.— 
In every meafure that can cenduce 
to thefe objefts, I am confident of 
receiving the firm, zealous, and af- 
fe&tionate fupport of my parlfi- 
ment, 





oe 


Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons 
to the King, moved by Lord Mor- 
peth. 

Moft gracious fovereign, 

We, your majefty’s mott dutiful 
and Joval fubjects, the commons of 
Great Britain, in parliament affem- 
bled, beg leave to return your ma- 
jefty our humble and unanimous 
thanks for your moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

We are truly fenfible of your 
majeity’s paternal regard for the 
intere{t of your fubjects, in having 
omitted no endeavours for fetting 
on foot negotiations to reftore peace 
to Europe, and to fecure for the 
future the general tranquillity ; and 
we rejoice to learn, that the fteps 
which heve been taken for this 
purpofe have at length opened the 
way to an immediate and direct 
negotiation, which, we coubt not, 
wiil be fo conducted on your ma- 
jefty’s part, as cither to produce the 
defirabie end of a juft, honourable, 
and folid peace, for us and for our 
allies, or to prove, beyond difpute, 
to what caute alone the prolonga- 
tion of the calamities of war mut 
be afcribed. 

We cordially join with your ma- 
jeftv in an anxious with that the 
dtep, which vour majefty propofes 
to take, of {feuding a perfon to Paris 
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with full powers to treat, may lead 
to the reftoration of general peace: 
but weare fully fenfibie that nothing 
can fo much contribute to give ef 
fect to this defire, as manifeftin 

that we poffefs both the determi. 
nation and the relources to oppofe, 
with increated activity and ener b 
the further efforts with which we 
may have to contend ; and we mut 
indeed feel this to be peculiarly 
neceflary, when an intention has 
been openly manifetted of attempt. 
ing a defcent on thefe kangdoms; 
and, although it cannot be doubted 
what would be the iffue of fuch an 
enterprize, we deem it an indif. 
penfable duty to neglect no pre- 
cautions that may either preclude 
the attempt, or fecure the tpeedieft 
means of turning it to the confufion 
and ruin of the enemy. 

In reviewing the events of the 
year, we have not failed to obferve, 
with a juft fatisfaction, that, by the 
(kil! and exertions of your majelty’s 
navy, our extenfive and increafing 
commerce has been protected to a 
degree almoft beyond example; 
and that the ficets of the enemy 
have, for the greate(t part of the 
year, been blocked up in their own 
ports; and we have feen with plea- 
fure the operations in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies, which, while they 
have been proluctive of great na- 
tional advantage, have aifo dif 
played the valowr and good conduc 
of your majeity’s forces, both by 
fea and land, in a degree highly 
honourable to the Britith arms. 

Having contemplated with anx- 
ious folicitude the various fortune 
of war on the continent, and the 
danger with which all Lurope was 
at one time threatened, we reflest 
with proportionable admiration and 
joy on the honourable and digni- 
fied perfeverance of your majefty’s 
ally the empevor, and on the 1otre- 
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ity, difcipline, and invincible 

irit of the Auftrian forces, under 

aufpicious conduét of the arch. 
duke Charlies; and we entertain the 
moft fanguine hopeahat, trom the 
turn lately given to the courle of 
the war, the final refult of the cam- 

ign may prove more difaftrous 
to the enemy than its Ccommence- 
ment and progrels for a time were 
favourable to their hopes. 

While we regret the boftile dif- 

ftions and conduct on the part 
of the court of Madrid, which have 
led to the difcuffions now depend- 
ing, we entertain a juft confidence, 
that, whenever your majefty thall 
be enabled to acquaint us with the 
final refult, a farther proof will be 
given to Burope of the temper and 

ence which govera your ma- 
yelty's proceedings; and we cannat 
wo ftrongly exprefs to your majeity 
our fixed deterinination to fuppert 
your majefty with our lives and 
fortunes, in defending againit every 
aggreflion the dignity, rights, and 
interefts, of the Britifh empire. 

We beg to affure your majefty, 
that you may at all times reiy on 
the zeal and affeétion of your faith- 
ful commons for fuch fupplies as 
may be neceffary for the fervice of 
the year; and that ic muft atiord 
us the moft cordial fatisfaction to 
find, that, notwithftanding the tem- 
nal embarraflments which have 

een experienced, the ftate pf the 
commerce, manufactures, and re- 
venue of the country, proves the 
real extent and folidity of the pub- 
lic refources, and will furnith fuch 
means as may be equal to the great 
and vigorous exertions which the 
prefent crilis peculiarly requires. 

We acknowledge, with the ut- 
moft thankfulnefs and fatisfaétion, 
that the diftreiies, which were in 
the ia{t year experienced from the 
Ktarcity of com, are now, by the 
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blefling of God, happily removed, 
and that an abundant harvett af- 
fords the pleating profpeé of relief 
in that important article to the 
labouring clafles of the community; 
and with equal fatisfaction we re. 
fleét on the uninterrupted conti- 
nuance of our internal tranquillity, 
on the general attachment of your 
majeity’s faithful fubjects to the 
Britifh conftitution, and on tite 
happy effe&s produced by the 
energy and wifdom of the laws, in 
repreiiing the endeavours of thofe 
wha wifhed to introduce anarchy 
and confufion into the country. 

We beteech your majefty to be- 
lieve that we are deeply imprefled 
with the gracious and paternal ex- 
preflions ot your majelty’s conttant 
folicitude for the glory and happi- 
nefs of your kingdoms; aad we 
are perfuaded that your majefty 
may at all times rely on the firm, 
isealous, and aifectionate fupport of 
your parliament in thofe exertions 
which are directed to the great ob- 
ject of defeating all the defigns of 
our enemies, of reftoring to the 
people the bieflings of a fecure and 
honourable peace, and of delivering 
down unimpaired to the lateft po- 
fterity thoie civil and_ religious 
bieffings, by which thefe kingdoms 
have been fo eminently’ diftin- 
guifhed, under the protection of 
your majetty’s juft and aufpicious 
government. 
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The Addrefi of the Houfe of Lords, 
moved by Earl Bathurft. 


Moft gracious fovereign, 

We vour majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubieéts, the lords {piri- 
tual and temporal, in parliament 
aifembled, beg leave to return your 
majefty our humble thanks for yque 
majey s 
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majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from 
the throne. 

We acknowledge with gratitude 
your majetty’s gracious condefcen- 
fion in acquainting us that you 
have omitted no endeavours for 
fetting on foot negotiations to re- 
ftore peace to Europe, and to fe- 
cure for the future the general tran- 
quillity ; and that the fteps which 

ou have taken for the purpofe 
wah at length opened the way to 
an immediate and direé negotia- 
tion, the iffue of which muft pro- 
duce the defirable end of a juft, 
honourable, and folid peace, for us 
and for our allies, or muft prove, 
beyond difpute, to what caufe alone 
the prolongation of the calamities 
of war mutt be afcribed. 

We entirely concur in the anx- 
ious wifh exprefled by your ma- 
jefty, that the ftep which your ma- 
jefty propofes to take of fending a 
perfon to Paris, with full power to 
treat for the reftoration of a gene- 
ral peace, may lead to the accom- 
plifhment of that object. But we 
are fully fenfible that nothing can 
fo much contribute to give effect 
to this defire, as our manifefting 
that we poffefs oth the determi- 
nation and the refources to oppofe, 
with increafed activity and energy, 
the further efforts with which we 
may have to contend. 

We feel this peculiarly necef- 
fary at a moment when the enemy 
has openly manifefted the intention 
of attempting a defcent on thefe 
kingdoms. We are tully fenfible 
that it cannot be doubted what 
would be the iffue of fuch an en. 
terprize; but we fhall, neverthelefs, 
think it our duty to take every pre- 
caution that may either elude the 
attempt, or fecure the fpecdieft 
means of turning it to the confu- 
fion and ruin of the enemy. 

In reviewing the events of the 
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year, we have great pleafure in obs 
ferving, that, by the {kill and exer. 
tions of your majefty’s navy, the 
extenfive and increafing commerce 
of the country has been protected 
to a degree almoft beyond example 
and that the fleets of the enemy 
have, for the greateft part of the 
year, been blocked up in their own 
ports; that the operations in the 
Eatt and Weft Indies have been 
highly honourable to the Britith 
arms, and productive of great na. 
tional advantage ; and that the va. 
lour and good condué of your ma. 
jefty’s forces, both by fea and land, 
have been eminently confpicuous, 
We have alfo oblerved, with the 
utmoft fatisfaction, that although 
the fortune of war on the conti. 
nent has been more various, and 
although the progrefs of the French 
armies threatened the utmoft dan- 
ger to all Europe, yet, from the 
honourable and dignified perieve. 
rance of your majefty's ally the 
emperor, and from the intrepidity, 
difcipline, and invincible fpirit of 
the Auftrian forces, under the au- 
fpicions conduét of his royal high- 
nefs the archduke Charles, fuch a 
turn has lately been given to the 
courfe of the war, as may infpire a 
well-grounded confidence that the 
final refult of the campaign will 
prove more difaftrous to the enemy 
than its commencement was for a 
time favourable to their hopes. 
We rely with the utmoft confi- 
dence on your majefty’s gracious 
affurances, that whenever your ma- 
jefty fhall be enabled to acquaint 
us with the final refult of the dif 
cufiions to which the apparently 
hoftile difpofition and conduét of 
the court of Madrid has given rife, 
they will afford to Europe a further 
proof of your majeity’s modera- 
tion and forbearance ; and we en- 


treat your majefty to be affured that 
we 
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we are firmly determined to defend 


inft every aggreffion the dignity 
waht, snd intereft of the Britith 


fe has given us infinite pleafure 
to find that the diftreffes, which 
were in the laft year experienced 
from the fcarcity of corn, are now, 
by the bleffings of God, happil 
removed, and an abundant harvet 
affords the pleafing profpect of re- 
lief in That important article to the 
labouring clafles of the community ; 
that our internal tranquillity has alfo 
continued undifturbed; that the 

| attachment of the people to 
the Britifh conititution has appear- 
ed on every occafion ; and that the 
endeavours of thofe who wifhed to 
introduce anarchy and confufion 
into this country have been re- 
preffed by the energy and wifdom 
of the laws. 

Perfuaded as we cannot but be, 
from long experience of a ma- 
jefty’s virtues, that to defeat all thé 
defigns of your enemies, —to reitore 
to your _— the bleffings of fe- 
cure and honourable peace, —to 
maintain inviolate their religion, 
laws, and liberty—-and to deliver 
down unimpaired to the lateft po- 
Rerity the glory and happinefs of 
theic kingdoms, is the conftant wifh 
of your majefty’s heart, and the 
uniform end of all your majefty’s 
actions; permit us moft humbly to 

ure your majefty, that in eve 
meafure that can conduce to thefe 
objects, your majetty may rely upon 
Our firm, zealous, and affectionate 

pport, which we confider as a 
duty which we owe to your ma- 
jefty and to our country. 


—_—, 





Amendment to the above Addrefs, 
moved by Earl Fitzwilliam, and 
negatived without a Divifion. 


Bhat this houfe, ftrongly im- 
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of the prefent war, carried on for 
the maintenance of civil and moral 
order in the world, and for fecuring 
the balance of power in Europe, 
and the independence of all ftates, 
will continue to give his maijeity a 
vigorous fupport in afferting the 

eneral caufe of his majefty and 

is allies, and for preferving the 
good faith, dignity, ‘and honour of 
the crown, in full affurance that 
no fteps fhall be taken inconfiftent 
with thofe principles, or with the 
future fafety and profperity of thefe 
kingdoms: and fhould the appa- 
rently hoftile difpofition of the 
court of Madrid, inftigated by the 
intrigues and menaces of the com- 
mon enemy, put his majefty under 
the neceflity of repelling force by 
force, his majefty may rely on the 
determinativn of this houfe to give 
his majefty the moft ample fupport 
in defending againft every aggref- 
fion the dignity, rights, and inter- 
efts, of the Britith empire. 





Proteft of Earl Fitzwilliam againft 
the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords 
to the Throne, on his Majefly’s 
Speech, announcing the opening of a 


Negotiation for Peace with the 
French Rejublic. 


DissenTIENT, 

ift, Becaufe, by this addrefs, un- 
amended as it flands, the fanétion 
of the lords is given to a feries of 
meafures, as ill-judged with regard 
to their object, as they are deroga- 
tory from the dignity of his ma- 
jefty’s crown, and from the honour 
of this kingdom. The reiteration 
of folicitations for peace to a fpe- 
cies of power, with whofe very 
exiftence all fair and equitable ace 
commodation is ‘ncompatible, can 
have noother effeét than that which 
itis notorious abl our folicitations 


have 
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have hitherto had. They muft in- 
creafe the arrogance and feracity 
of the common enemy of all na- 
tions; they mutt fortify the credit, 
and fix the authority of an odious 
government over an enflaved peo- 
ple; they muft impair the conf- 
dence of all other powers in the 
nanimity, conftancy, and fide- 
lity of the Britifh councils; and it 
is much to be apprehended they will 
inevitably tend to break the {pring 
of that energy, and to lower that 
{pirit which has characterifed in 
ormer times this high-minded na- 
tion, and which, far from finking 
under misfortune, has even rifen 
with the difficultics and dangers in 
which our country has been in- 
volved. 
adly, Becaufe no peace, fuch as 
may be capable of recruiting the 
firength, economizing the means, 
augmenting the refources, and pro- 
viding for the fafety of this king- 
dom, and its infeparable connec- 
tions and dependencies, can be had 
with the ufurped power now exer- 
cifing authority in France, confi- 
dering the defcription, the charac- 
ter, and the condudt, of thofe who 
compote that government; the me- 
thods by which they have obtained 
their power; the policy by which 
they hold it, and the maxims they 
have adopteg. openly profeffed, and 
uniformly “aéted on, towards the 
deitruction of all governments not 
formed on their model and fub- 
fervient to their domination. 
3dly, Becaufe the idea that this 
kingdom is competent to defend 
itfelf, its laws, liberties, and reli- 
gion, under the general fubjugation 
of al’ Evropé, is prefumptuous in 
the extreme, contradidory to the 
fuppofed motives for our prefent 
eager folicitations for peace, and ts 
Certainly contrary to the ftanding 
policy both of ftate and commerer, 
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by which Great Britain has hitherts 
flourifhed. 

4thly, Becaufe, while the com. 
mon enemy exercifes his power 
over the feveral ftates of Europe in 
the way we have feen, it is impof. 
fible long to preferve our trade, or, 
what cannot exift without it, our 
naval power. This hoftile fyftem 
feizes on the keys of the dominions 
of thele powers, without any con. 
fideration of their friendfhip, their 
enmity, or their neutrality ; pre. 
{cribes laws to them as to con- 
quered provinces ; muléts and fines 
them at pleafure; forces them, ° 
without any particular quarrel, into 
direct hoftility with this kingdom, 
and expels us from fuch ports and 
markets'as fhe thinks fit; infomuch 
that (Kurope remaining under its 
prefent flavery) ¢here is no harbour 
which we can enter without her 
permiflion, either in a commercial 
ora naval charaéter. This general 
interdict cannot be begged otf; we 
muft refift it by our power, or we 
are already ina {tate of vaflalage. 

sthlv, Becaufe, whilft this ufurp- 
ed power fhall continue thus con- 
ftituted, and thus difpofed, no fe- 
curity whatever can be hoped for 
in our colonies and_ plantations, 
thoic invaluable fourees of our na- 
tional wealth and our naval power. 
This war has fhewn that the power 
prevalent in France, by intention- 
ally diforganizing the plantation 
iyftem (which France had in com- 
mon with all other European na- 
tions), and by inveriing tie order 
and relations therein eftablithed, 
has been able, with a naval force 
altogether contemptible, and with 
verv inconfiderable fuccours from 
Europe, to baffle in a great mea- 
fure the moft powerful armament 
ever fent from this country inte 
the Weft Indies, and at an expente 


hitherto unparalleled, apd mee 
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the force of example, and by the 


‘bffects of hér machinations, pro- 


duced, at little or no expence to 
herfelf either of blood or treafure, 
univerfal defolation and ruins by 
the general déeftruction of every 
thing valuable and. neceflary for 
cultivation, throughout feveral of 
dur iflands, lately among the moft 
fourifhing and productive. The 
new fyftem, by which thefe things 


have been effected, leaves our cos. 


lonies equally endangered in peace 
asin war. it is therefore with this 
neral fyftem (of which the Weit 
dia fcheme is but a ramification), 
that all ancient eftablifhments are 
effentially at war for the fake of 
felf-prefervation. 
6thly, Becaufe it has been de- 
élared from the throne, and in effe& 
the principle has. been adopted by 
liament, that there was no way 
ikely to obtain a peace, common- 
} hale and honourable, but through 
eancient and legitimate govern- 
ment long eftablithed in France, 
That government, in its lawful fuc- 
¢effion, has been folemnly recog- 
nized, and afliftance and protection 
as folemnly promifed to thofe 
Frenchmen who fhould exert them- 
felves in its reftoration. The por 
litical principle upon which this 
fecognition was made, is very far 
from being weakened by the con- 
du& of the newly-invented go- 
Yernment. Nor are our obliga- 
tions of good faith, pledged on fuch 
ftrong motives of policy to thofe 
who have been found in their alle- 
lance, diffolved, nor can they be 
0, until fairly-directed efforts have 
n made to fecure this great fun- 
damental point. None have yet 
been employed with the fmalleft 
degree of vigour and perfeverance. 
jthly, Becaufe the example of 
great change made by the ufur- 


pation in the moral and political 
1796. 
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world (more dangerous than all her 

conqguefts), is, by the prefent pro. 

cedure, confirmed in all its force. 

Tt is the firft fuccefsful example 

furnifhed by hiftory of the fub- 

verfion of the ancient government 

of a great country, and of all its - 
laws, orders, and religion, by the 

corruption of mercenary armies, 

and by the fedudtion of a multitude 

bribed by confiication to fedition, 

in defiance of the fenfe, and to the 

entire deftrection of almoft the 

whole proprietary body of the 

nation, The fatal effects of this 
example muft be felt in every 

country. New, means, new arms, 

hew pretexts, are furatihed to am- 

bition ; and new perfons are intoxs 

icated with that poifon. 

Sthly, Becaufe our eagernefs in 
fuing for peace may induce the 
perfons exercifing power in France 
erroncoufly to believe, that we aét 
from neceflity, and are unable to 
continue the war; a perfuafion 
which, in the event of an aétual 
peace, will operate as a temptation 
to them to renew ,that conduét 
which brought on the prefent war; 
neither flaall we have any of the 
ufual fecurities in peace. In their 
treaties they do not acknowledge 
the obligation of that law, which 
for ages has been common to all 
Europe.. They have not the fame 
fentiments nor the fame ideas of 
their intereft in the confervation of 
peace, which have hitherto influ, 
enced all regular governments 5 
they do not in the fame. manner 
feel public diftrefs, or the private 
mifery of their fubjeéts; they will 
not find the fame difficulty on the 
commencement of a new war, to 
call their whole force into fudden 
action, where, by the law, every 
citizen is a foldier, and the perfon 
and properties of all are liable at 
once to arbitrary requifitions. On 
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the other hand, no attempt has been 
made to fhew in what manner, 
whether by alliances, by force, mi- 
litary or naval, or by the improve- 
ment and augmentation of our fi- 
nances, we fhall be better able to 
refift their hoftile attempts, after 
the peace, than at the prefent hour. 
If we remain armed, we cannot 
reap the ordinary advantage of 
ce in economy; if we difarm, 
we fhall be fubject to be driven 
into a new war, under every cir- 
cumftance of difadvantage, unlefs 
we now prepare ourfelves to fuffer 
with patience and fubmiffion what- 
ever infults, indignities, and in- 
juries, we may receive from that 
infolent, domineering, and unjuft 
power. 
othly, Becaufe the inability of 
humbling ourfelves again to folicit 
peace in a manner, which is a re- 
cognition of the French republic, 
contrary to all the principles of the 
war, the danger of peace, if ob- 
tained, the improbability of its du- 
ration, and the perfeverance of the 
enemy throughout the intérval of 
ce in their mifchievous fyftem, 
is not conjecture, but certainty. 
It has been avowed by the aétual 
governors of France, at the very 
moment when they had before them 
our application for a paffport. They 
chofe that moment for publifhing a 
ftate paper, breathing the moft 
hoftile mind. In it they ftimulate 
and goad us by language the moft 
opprobrious and offenfive. They 
frankly tell us, that it is not our 
intereft to defire peace, for that they 
regard peace only as the opportu- 
nity of preparing frefh means for 
the annihilation of our naval pow- 
er. By making peace they do not 
onceal that it will be their object 
— to wreft from us our maritime 
preponderancy — to re-eftablith 
what they invidioufly call the free- 
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dom of the feas; to give a 
impulfe to the Spanith, Dutch, uct 
French marines; and to Carry to 
the higheft degree of profperity the 
induftry and commerce of thofe 
nations,” which they ftate to be 
our rivals, which they Charge us 
with * unjuftly attacking, when we 
can no longer dupe,” and which 
they throughout contemplate as 
their own dependencies, united in 
arms, and furnifhing refources for 
our future humiliation and de. 
ftruftion, They refort to that 
well known and conftant allufion 
of their's to ancient hiftory, by 
which reprefenting “ France as 
modern Rome, and England as 
modern Carthage,” they accufe us 
of national perfidy, and hold Eng: 
land up “ as an objeé to be blot- 
ted out from the face of the earth.” 
They falfely affert that the Englith 
nation fupports with impatience the 
continuance of the war, and has 
extorted all his majefty’s overtures 
for peace “ by complaints and re- 
hinge ;” and, above all, not onl 
n that paflage, but throughout their 
official note, they fhew the moft 
marked adherence to that infidious 
and intolerable policy of their fy- 
ftem, by which they, from the com» 
mencement of the revolution, 
fought to trouble and fubvert all 
the governments in Europe. They 
ftudioufly disjoin the Englith nation 
from its fovereign. 

rothly, Becaufe, having atted 
throughout the courfe of this awful 
and momentous crifis upon the 
principles herein expreffed, and 
after having, on the prefent occa» 
fion, not only fully reconfidered, 
and jealoufly examined their found- 
nefs and validity, but gravely at- 
tended to, and fcrupulouily weighed 
the merits of all :hofe arguments 
which have been offered to induce 
a dereliction of them, con{cienti- 

oully 
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adhering to, and firmly abid- 
ie by them, I thus folemoly re- 
cord them, in juftification of my 
own conduct, and in difcharge of 
the duty I owe to my king, my 


¢ 


¢ountry, and the general intereits 


of civil fociety. 
Wentworth Fitzwi tram. 





—- 


Proceedings in the Houfe of Commons, 

Der. 14, 1796, re/peding a Vote 

of Cenfure on Adminifiration, for 

- ifiing certain Sums of Money, with- 
le Confent of Parliament. 


On the r4th of December, Mr. 
Fox made the following motion in 
the houfe of commons: 

“That his majefly’s minifters 
having authorized and directed, at 
different times, without the confent, 
and during the fitting of parliament, 
the ifue of feveral fums of money 
‘for the fervice of his imperial ma- 
jefty, and alfo for the fervice of the 
amy under the prince de Condé, 
have.acted contrary to their duty, 
and the truft repofed in them, and 
have theteby violated the conftitu- 
tional privileges of this houfe.”’ 

Mr. Bragge moved the following 
amendment to Mr. Fox's motion, 
He propofed to leave out from the 
firft word that, and to infert, 

“— the meafure of advancing 
the feveral fums of money, which 
appear, from the accounts pre- 
fented to the houfe in this feflion 
of parliament, to have been iffued 

the fervice of the emperor, 
though not to be drawn into pre- 
cedent but upoy occafions: of fpe- 
cial neceffity, was, under the pecu- 
liar circumftances of the cafe, a 
Juttifiable and proper exercife of 
the difcretion vefted in his majefty’s 
minifters by the vote of credit, and 
calculated ‘to produce confequen- 
ees which have proved highly ad- 
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vantageous to the common caufe, 
and to the general interefis of Eu. 
rope.” 

Mr. Fox propofed a fecond 
amendment, to infert after the word 
credit, in the firft propofed amend- 
ment, the words, 

* It being the opinion of this 
houfe, that certain of the fums 
{tated in the papers laid before this 
houfe, to have been iffued on the 
authority of the vote of credit, were 
not paid on the faid authority,” 
( Negatived.) 

Mr, Fox propofed a third amend. 
ment, to add at the end of the firft 
propofed amendment, the words, 

* Although no documents have 
been laid before the houfe to prove 
either the neceflity or the expedi- 
éncy of the faid meafure.” (Nega- 
tived.) 

On Mr. Fox's original motion the 
houfe divided, atid it was rejected 
bya ee of 285 to 81, 

It was refolved, finally, “ That 
the meafure of advancing the feve- 
ral fums of money, which appear 
from the accounts prefented to the 

houfe in this feffion of parliament 
to have been iffued for the fervice 
of the emperor, though not to be 
drawn into precedent but upon oc- 
cafien of {pecial neceflity, was, un- 
der the peculiar circumftances of 
the cafe, a juftifiable and proper 
exercife of the difcretion vefted in 
his majefty’s minifters by the vote 
of credit, and calculated to pro-., 
duce confequences which have 
proved highly advantageous to the 
common caufe, and to the general 
interefts of Europe.” 





His Majefty’s Meffage to the Honfe of 
Commons, Dec. 17, 1796. 
GEORGE R. 

His majefty thinks proper to ac- 
quaint the houfe of commons, that 
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he is at prefent engaged in con- 
certing meafures with his allies, in 
order to be fully prepared for the 
vigorous and ¢ Baal profecution 
of the war, if the failure of his 
majefty’s earneft endeavours to ef- 
feét a general peace, on fecure and 
honourable terms, fhould unfortu- 
nately render another campaign 
unavoidable. And his majefty will 
not fail to take the firft sppesanty 
to communicate the refuit of thefe 
difcuffions to the houfe. In the 
interval, his majefty conceives that 
it may be of the greateft importance 
to the common caufe, that his ma- 
jefty fhould be enabled to continue 
fuch temporary advances for the 
fervice of the emperor as may be 
indifpenfably neceffary, with a 
view to military operations being 
profecuted with vigour and effect 
at an early period ; and his majeity 
recommends it to the houfe to con- 
fider of making fuch provifion as 
may appear to them to be molt ex- 
pedient for this purpofe. a 


—~s 


Proceedings in the. Houfe of Commons, 


Dee. 29, 1796, on the Subjed of rhe 
preceding Mefiage. 





Mr. Vitt moved, “that an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his majetty, 
to return his majefty the thanks of 
this houfe for his moft gracious 
meffage: to affure his majefty that 
this houfe will immediately enter 
into the confideration of fuch mea- 
{ures as may appear to them to be 
moft expedient for enabling his 
majefty to continue fuch tempo- 
rary advances to the emperor, as 
may (if the failure of his majefty’s 
earng it endeavours to effect a gene- 
ral peace on fecure aud honourable 
terms thould unfortunately render 
another Campaign unavoidable) be 


fame’ inferted. 
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neceffary, with a view to the 
fecution of militar operations, 
with vigour and effed&, at an early 
riod.” 
Sir William Pulteney moved ag 
an amendment to the above ad. 
drefs, that the whole fhould be lef 
outafter the word ‘ confiderazion,’ and 
inftead thereof, the words * of the 
(Negatived without 
a divifion.) | 
Mr. Sheridan then moved the 
following amendment: 
“Your majefty’s faithfulcommons 
having thus manifefted their deter. 
mination to enable your majefty to 
tive fuch affiftance to your ma 
yefty’s ally the emperor, as may be 
indifpenfably neceffary in the un- 
fortunate event of an unfavourable 
iffue to the prefent negotiations for 
peace, cannot omit this occafion of 
exprefiing their deep regret, that 
your majeity’s minifters fhould, in 
recent inftances, have prefumed to 
iffue fimilar affiftance to the empe- 
ror, without any previous appli- 
cation to parliament to enable your 
maiefty fo to do; thereby acting, 
23s your majefty’s gracious meffage 
appears ina great meafure to admit, 
in defiance of the eftublithed prac- 
tice, and in violation of the confti- 
tutional privileges of this houfe.” 
( Negatived without a divifion.) 
The original addsefs was then 
put and carried. 





~—— -— + ae ee 


His Majepy’s Mefface to the Hinfe f 

Peers, prefented Dec. 26, 179%: 

GEORGE R. 

It is with the’ utmoft concer 
that his majefty acquaints the houfe 
of lords, that his earneft endeavours 
to effect the reftoration of peace 
have been unhappily fruftrated, and 
that the negotiation in which he has 
been engaged has been abruptly 
broken otf by the pereengiy ‘al 

u 
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fal of the French government to 
treat, except upon a bafis evidently 
Pot nifible, afid by their having in 
confequence required his majeffy’s 
plenipotentiary to quit Paris within 
48 hours. 
ats majefty has direfted the fe- 
veral memorials and papers which 
have been exchanged in the courfe 
of the late difeuifion, and the ac- 
count tranfmitted to his majefty of 
its final refult, to be laid before the 
houfe. - ; 

From thefe papers, his majefty 


- trufts, it will be proved to the whole 


world, that his conduét has been 
ided by a fincere defire to effect 
the reftoration of peace on princi- 
fuited to the relative fituation 
of the belligerent powers, and ef- 
fential for the permanent interetts 
of his kingdoms, and the general 
Yecurity of Europe: whilit his 
enemies have advanced pretenfions 
at once inconjiftent with thofe ob- 
jets, unfupported even on the 
unds on which they were pro- 
ed to reft, and repugnant both 
‘to the fyftem eftablifhed by re- 
peated treaties, and to the princi- 
es and practice which have hi- 
therto regulated the intercourfe of 
independent‘ nations. 

In this fituation his majefty has 
the confolation of reflecting, that 
the continuance of the calamities 
of war can be imputed only. to the 
unjuft and exorbitant views of his 
enemies; and his majefty, looking 
forward with anxiéty to the mo- 
ment when they may be difpofed to 
‘at on different principles, places in 
the mean time the fulleft reliance, 
under the proteétion of Providence, 
on the wifdom and firmnefs of his 
reetts on the tried valour of 

is forces by fea and land, and on 
the zeal, public {pirit, and refources 
of his kingdoms, for vigorous and 
‘effe€tual {upport in the profecution 
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of a conteft, which it does not de. 
pend on his majefty to terminate, 
and which involves im it the feeu. 
rity and permanent interefts of this 
country, and of Europe. 

G.R. 





Proceedings of the Houfe of Peers on 
his Mayefly's Meffage. 


On Friday the 30th of Becemé 
ber, his majefty’s, meflage to the 
houfe of peers was taken into 
confideration, and Lord Grenville 
moved, 

“ That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his majefty, thanking 
him for his gracious meflage, and 
giving him the loyal affurance of 
their firm and fteady fupport in the 
further continuance of this juft 
and neceflary war; his majetty’s 
difpofitions to peace having, been 
unhappily fruftrated by the con- 
duct of the enemy.” 


The earl of Guildford moved the 


following amendment to the above 


addrefs : 

That after the words, “ return- 
ing his majefty thanks for his gra- 
cious meflage,” there be inferted 
the following: 

* That this houfe has learnt 
with iuexpreflible concern, that 
the negotiation his majefty lately 
commenced for the reftoration of 
peace has been unbappily fruf- 
trated, 

‘“ In f awful and momentous 
a crifis, the houfe of lords feel it 
their duty to {peak to his majefty 
with that freedom and earne(ftnefs 
which .becomes men anxious to 
preierve the honour of his majefty’s 
crown, and to fecure the interefts 
of his people. That, in doing 
this, they fincerely deplore that 
they are under the -neceflity of de- 
claring, that, as well fromthe man- 
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ner in which the late negotiation 
has been conduéted, as from the 
fubftance of the memorial which 
appearsto have produced the abrupt 
termination of it, they have reafon 
to think his majefty’s miniflers 
were not fincere in their endea- 
vour to procure the blefings of 
peace, fo neceflary for this diftreff- 
ed country, and that all profpect 
of pacification feems entirely re- 
‘moved from their view. For, on 
the ene hand, his majefty’s mi- 
nifters infift upon the reftoration 
-of the Netherlands to the emperor 
as a fine qua non, from which they 
have pledved his majefty not to 
recede; while, on the other, the 
executive dire€tory of the French 
republic, with equal pertinacity, 
claim the prefervation of that part 
part of their conquefts as a condi- 
tion from which ‘they cannot de- 
art. 

“ "That, under thefe circumftan- 
ces, this houfe cannot help lament- 
ing the raftinefs and injuftice of 
his majefty’s minifters, whofe long- 
continued mifconduét has produc- 
ed this embarrafling fituation, by 
advifing his majefty, before the 
seinen of peace had been unfor- 
tunately interrupted, to refufe all 
negotiation for the adjuftment of 
the then fubfifting differences, al- 
though at that time the Nether- 
lands, now the main obftacle to the 
return of tranquillity, fo far from 
being confidered as an object of 
conteft, was folemnly renounced, 
and the peace of Furope offered 
into his majefty’s hands upon the 
bafis of that renunciation, and upon 
‘the fecurity and independence of 
Holland, whilft the preferved her 
neutrality towards France. 

“ That this houfe hath further 
deeply to regret, that foon after 
the cammencement of the war, 
when, by the vigour of his ma- 
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jefty’s arms, with the affiftance of 
his allies, the republic of Holland 
had been refcued from invafio 
and the pa part of the Nether. 
lands had been recovered by the 
emperor; at a time too, when mof 
of the princes of Europe, with re. 
fources yet nextionfied. continued 
firm in their alliances with Greg 
Britain, his majefty’s minifters did 
not avail themfelves of this high 
and commanding pofition for the 
negotiation of an honourable peace, 
and the eftablifhment of the poli. 
tical balance of Europe; that, on 
the contrary, without any example 
in the principles and praftice af 
this or any other nation, it is with 
pain this houfe recolledts his ma- 
jefty’s minifters refufed to fet on 
faotany negotiation whatfoever with 
the French republic; not upon a 
real oreven alleged unwillingnefson 
her part to liften to the propofitions 
now rejected by her, or to any 
other fpecific propofal of indemnity 
or political fecurity, but upon the 
arrogant and infulting pretence, 
that her governiment was not Cca- 
pable of maintaining the accuf- 
tomed relations of peace and amity 
amongft nations; and that, on this 
unfounded and merely fpeculative 
affumption, his majefty was advifed 
to continue the war to a period 
when the difficulties in the way of 
peace have been fo much increafed 
by the defection of moft of the 
powers engaged in the confederacy, 
and by the conquetts and confe- 
quent pretenfions of the French 
republic, 

“ That this haufe having thys 
humbly fubmitted to his maje 
the refleétions which his majelly $ 
gracious communication immedi- 
ately fuggeft, feel themfelves in 
duty bound, for the information 
of his majefty, and the fatisfaction 


of an exhaufted péople, to Pre ith 
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‘ itting diligence, to in- 
Sher the ies which have 
uced our prefent calamities, 
and to offer fuch advice as the cri- 
ticaland alarming circumftances of 
the nation may require.” 
The above amendment was ne- 
gitived by @ majority of 63 to 7. 





— 


Proceedinys in the Houfe of Commons, 
December 30, 1796, on @ fimilar 
Meffage delivered on the fame Day 

~ with the preceding. 


Mr. Pitt moved, * that an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his majetty, 
to return the thanks of this houfe 
for his moft gracious meflage, and 
for having been pleafed to lay be- 
fore the froufe the papers which 
have been exchanged in the courfe 
of the late difcufion, and the ac- 
count tran{mitted to his majefty of 
its final refult. 

“ To aflure his majefty, that we 
cannot but deeply participate in 
the concern which his majefty 
(from his conftant regen to the in- 
terefts of his fubjects) naturally 
feels in the difappointment of his 
¢arneft endeavours to effect the 
teftoration of peace, and in the 
abrupttermination, on the part of the 
French government, of the nego- 
tiation in which his majefty wa» 
engaged ; but that jt affords us the 
ene confolation, and the utmoft 

ncitement to our zeal and per- 
feverance, to obferve the abun- 
dant proofs that his majefty’s con- 
du& has been guided by a fincere 
defire to effeét the reftoration of 
snerel peace, and to provide for 
the permanent interefts of his king- 
doms, and for the general fecurity 
of Europe; while his enemies have 
advanced pretenfions atonce incon- 

Rent with thofe objeéts, unfu port- 

¢d, even on the grounds on which 
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they profeffed to reft, and repug- 
nant both to the fyftem eftablithed 
by repeated treaties, and to the 
cms ag and practice which have 

itherto regulated the intercourfe 
of independent nations. 

“That, in this fituation, perfuad- 
ed that the prefent continuance of 
the calamities of war can be im. 
puted only to the unjuft and ex- 
orbitant views.of his majefty’s ene- 
mies, and looking forward with 
anxiety to the moment when they 
may be difpofed to aét on different 
principles; we feel it incumbent 
on us, to afford his majefty the 
moft firm and zealous fupport in 
fuch meafures as may be moft like- 
ly to bring this great conteft toa 
afe and honourable ifflue; and we 
place the fulleft reliance, under the 
protection of Providence, on his 
majefty’s vigilant concern for the 
interefts of his fubjects; on the 
tried valour of his forces by fea 
and land, and on the zeal, public 
ipirit, and refources of thefe king- 
doms, which can never be called 
forth under circumftances more 
important to their permanent wel- 
fare, and to the general fecurity and 
interefts of Europe.” 

Mr, Fox moved the follawing 
amendment to the above addrefs : 

* We your majefty’sfaithful com- 
mons, having feen with inexpreffi- 
ble concern, that the negotiations 
with the direétory of France have 
unhappily and abruptly terminated, 
confider it our duty to fpeak with 
the freedom and earneftnefs which 
becometh reprefentatives of a great 
people: we regret, from the me- 
morials and other documents fub- 


_mitted to our confideration, that 


your majefty’s minifters appear not 
to have been fo fincere in their 

rofeffions for peace as we had been 
induced, from their repeated de- 
clarations, to fuppofe. ‘The infin- 
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cerity of the overtures which have 
been made for peace, is to be in- 
ferrasl from the minifters having 
infifted on’ the fatrender of the 
Netherlands by France; this they 
have thought proper to’ term the 
fine qua non; while the enemy, pro- 
fiting by the bad conduét, by the 
incapacity of thofe minifters, urge 
their demands. Your faithful com- 
mons have, moreover, feen, with 
extreme regret, that when only a 
very fmall portion of the German 
empire was occupied by the arms 
of France, when'‘the fecurity of 
Holland might have been guaran- 
tied by your arms, when your 
majefty’s allies were firm in the 
mnion, and apparently fincere in 
their profeffions, your majefty’s 
minifters did not employ themfelves 
for the purpofe of procuring peace 
to England and to Europe; bot, 
on the contrary, repeatedly refuf- 
ed to enter into any ee ae 
with the French republic, not 
for any well-grounded ‘reafon, not 
Becaufe that republic was ‘really 
hoftile to all other nations, but 
on an infulting and arropint pre- 
ference for the forms and ufages of 
the ancient courts of Europe, by 
attempting to prove, that the re- 
public of France could not majn- 
tain the accuftomed relations of 
peace and amity. Your majefty’s 
minifters having accordingly ad- 
vifed your majefty to recommend 
in your {peeches fram the throne, 
to continue a war, ruinous fh it- 
felf, after the moft calamitous fuf- 
ferings by the defe@ion of the 
major part of your majefty’s alliés; 
your faithfyl' commons will proceed 
therefore to inveftigate the caufe of 
that mifcondué on the part of your 
majefty’s minifters, which’ has in- 
volved this nation in her prefént 
misfortunes, and produced the 
failure of that nefotiation.” 
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Mr. Fox’s addrefs was nego. 
tived by'a majority of 212 to 39, 
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Speech of his Excellency the Lord Liew. 
tenant of Ireland, to both Houses f 
Parliament, Fan. 21, 1796, 


My lords and gentlemen, 


I have received his majefty's 
commands to meet you in parlia. 
ment. 

It gives me the moft fincere fa. 
tisfaction to be authorized to inform 
you, that notwithftanding the ad. 
vantages which the enemy poffeffed 
at the commencement of the laf 
year, and the fucceffes which at- 
tended their operations in the 
former parts of the campaign, the 
general fituation of affairs is on 
the whole mfoft effentially im. 
proved, 

The continued and brilliant fue- 
ceffes of the Auftrian armies up- 
on the Rhine, the important cap. 
tures of ehe Cape of Good Hope 
and Trincomalé by his majefty’s 
forces, and the decided and con, 
firmed fuperiority of his fleets, are 
circumftances of the utmoft impor. 
tance to the common caufe, and 
their effeét is heightened by the in- 
ternal diftrefles, the ruined com 
merce, and increafing financial em- 
barraffment of the enemy. 

The crifis lately depending in 
France has led to an order of things 
in that country, fuch as will induce 


his majelly to meét any difpofition 


to negotiation on the part of the 
enemy, with an earneft defire to 
ive it the fulleft and fpeedieft ef- 
fet; and to conclude a treaty of 


‘ 


ener peace, when it may be ef- 


fected on juft and fuitable terms 
for himfelf and his allies. 

The treaty of commerce between 
his majefty and the United se) 7 
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America, having been mutually 

ified, I have ordered copies of 
it, b his majefty’s command, to be 
laid before you. — 
~ Thave the pleafure to announce 
to yous that her royal highnefs the 
srincets of Wales has been happily 
Melivered of a princefs; an event 
which, by giving adgitional {tabi- 
lity to his majefty’s auguft houfe, 
cannot fail to afford you the higheft 
fatisfaction. 


Gentlemen of the houfe of 
' commons, 


I obferve with the fincereft plea- 
fure, that, notwithftanding the con- 
inued preffure of the war, the com- 
ce and revenues of this king- 
dom have not in any degree fallen 
vn that flourifhing fiate of ad- 
yancement, which in the laft fefhon 
of parliament was a fubject of fuch 
Sf conptituldtion. This circum- 
ftance atfords a decifive proof, that 
your profperity is founded on a 
lid bafis, and leads me to infdulge 
the flattering hope, that whatever 
additional burthens you may find 
haart to impofe will not be 
aterially felt by the people. 
I have ordered the public ac- 
counts and eftimates for the enfuing 
year to be laid before you, and 


have-no doubt of your readinefs to 


wovide fuch fupplies as a deve 

nfe of the exigencies of the king- 
dom thall fuggett, and the wife po- 
licy of ftrengthening his majettr’s 
exertions for procuring a folid ad 
permanent peace fhall appear to 
fender neceflary. 


My lords and gentlemen, 
It is with regret that I feel ny- 


felf pat. ip to advert to thoft fe- 
cret and treafonable affociatbns, 


the dangerous extent and malignity 


been a fource o 
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of which have, in fome 
been difclofed in feveral trials ; and 
to the difturbances which have 
taken place in fome parts of the 
Kingdom. It has, at the fame time, 
4 . : 
great fatisfaction 
to mie, to obferve the fuccefsful 
and meritorious exertions of the 
magiftrates in feveral parts of the 
kingdom; and the alacrity which 
his majefty’s regular and militia 
forces have univerfally manifefted 
in aid of the civil power, when- 
ever they have been called upon 
for the prefervation of the peace, 
and fupport of the laws. It re- 
mains for your prudence and wif- 
dom to devife fuch meafures as, 
together with the continuance of 
thofe exertions, and with the addi- 
tional power which, by the ad- 
vice of the privy-council, 1 have 
thought it neceffary to eftablith 
in different Counties, will prevent 
the return of fimilar excefles, and 
reftore a proper reverence for the 
laws of the country. 

The fuperior and increafing im- 
portance of the agriculture and ma- 
nufaétures, and particularly of the 
linen manufacture of the kingdom, 
will command your accuftomed 
fupport, Under the prefent fitua- 
tion of Europe, you cannot fail to 
attend, with peculiar vigilance, to 
the general ftate of provifions ; and, 
if circumftances fhall, at any time, 
render your interpofition advifé- 
able, I have no doubt of your 
adopting fuch meafures as fhall 
beft apply to the exifting neceflity, 
of the times. 

I am alfo defirous of pointing 
your attention to the proteftant 
charter f{chools, and other infti- 
tutions of public charity and im- 
provement. 

Your uyanimity and zeal can 
never be of more importance than 
at the pregent crifis, in order to 
imprefs 


~—- 
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imprefs the enemy with a thorug 
conviction of the refources of his 
majefty’s kingdoms, and to pro- 
cure a favourable termination to 
your honourable efforts. His ma- 
jefty has the fulleft reliance on 

our firmnefs and attachiment, and 
on the fortitude, fpirit, and perfe- 
verance of his people. 

It will be my ambition, as it is 
my duty, to reprefent your zeal in 
his majefty’s fervice; and it will 
be my perfonal and moft anxious 
with to co-operate with your efforts 
in the common caufe, in which 
we are all equally engaged and in- 
terefted; and my utmoft endea- 
vours fhall be ufed to fecure the 
happinefs and profperity of this 
kingdom, and to protect and main- 
tain its moft excellent conftitu- 
tion. 





Speech of the Speaker of the Irifh 


Houfe of Commons, on prefenting 
the Bills of Supply to ms Excel- 
Jency the Lord Lieutenant, for the 


Royal Ajent. 


J fhould feel a pride in repeating 
the fentiments of loyalty which di- 
reét the commons in all their deli- 
berations, but the bills of fupply, 
which they now offer, declare them 
more effectually than it is in the 
power of any language to exprefs. 

We are a part of the empire; 
we will ftand or fall with Britain; 
it is our repeated determined refo- 
lution, and this nation will exert 
all its powers, and will call forth 
all its refources, to fupport, with 
her, the common caufe, to uphold 
the fafety of the laws, the reli- 
gion, and the conftitution, againtt 
the overthrow with which the pre- 
fent unprovoked and unexampled 
war attempts to threaten them. 
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Peace is an object moft dev 
to be wifhed ; but an infecure 6 
is only a {mothered war; for a laf. 
ing and honourable one (and none 
cah be lafting that is not honour- 
able) we look to the powerful im. 
prefons which the abundant re. 
fources of the empire, the vigour 
of his majefty’s exertions, and the 
cordial co-operation of all his fub. 
jeéts, muft make on the commog 
enemy. 

We have, accordingly, with an 
unanimous voice, granted fupplies 
to the utmoft defire expreffed by 
his majefty’s minifters, and in do- 
ing fo we look back with great fa, 
tisfaction on the energy, wifdom, 
and ceconomy, with which the very 
liberal fupplies of the laft feflions 
have been adminiftered under your 
excellency’s government. 

The defence of the kingdom has 
had due attention paid to it. The 
fpirit of infurreétion has been vis 
goroufly fuppreffed wherever it has 
appeared, and we have the ftrongeft 
hope, from the vigilance, the firm, 
ne{s, and conciliating moderation, 
which have marked your excellen- 
¢y’s conduct fince your arrival in 
this kingdom, that under the addi- 
tional powers with which the laws 
of this feffion will have armed the 
nagiftracy, it will be totally and 
ipeedily fubducd. 


— 





ipeech of the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, to both Houfes of Parliament, 
April is, 17996. 


My lords and gentlemen, 

In releafing you from farther at~ 
teadance in parllament, I am pecu- 
livly commanded by his majefty 
tothank you for that confpicuous 
zeidl and unanimity, fo honourable 
to yourfelves, and fo impreflive on 
) ous 
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he ies, which have marked 
we! Scondutt through the whole 
Vion, in promoting, by your ener- 
gy and temper, the interefts of your 
country, and in fupporting, by your 
‘rit and liberality, the common 
e of the empire. 
“nl majefty os taken the fteps 
which appeared moft proper for 
fetting on foot a negotiation for 
re edt. if the enemy fhould 
difpofed to enter. into fuch ne- 
tiation on grounds confiftent 
with the fafety, honour, and in- 
tereft of his majefty’s kingdoms, 
and of his allies. 
If his majefty’s views in this re- 
fhould fail, he has no doubt, 
ate valour of his fubjects, the 
refources of his kingdoms, and 
the exertions of the powers en- 
ged with him, will ultimately 
produce this defirable end. 


Gentlemen of the houfe of 
commons, 


I am to thank you, in his ma- 
jefty’s name, for the cheerfulnefs 
and liberality with which you have 

vided for the current fervices 
of the year, and it affords me the 
higheft fatisfaction to reflec that 
thefe objeéts have been attained b 
burthens fo judicioufly impofed, 
that they can {carcely affect the 
lower orders of the people. It is 
equally fatisfactory to obferve that 
your ftrength and profperity re- 
main undiminifhed, notwithftand- 
ing the preffure of the war, and it 
will be my endeavoyr to cherifh 
our refources, and apply your 
raljty with ccconomy and pru- 
deace, 


‘ My lords and gentlemen, 


The inquiries I had ordered to 
be made with regard to the pro- 
duce of the laft harveft, and the 
fpeafures taken by you to prevent 
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the export of grain, muft reli 
the public mind fr a 


om ana , 
fion of fcarcity. If any lier 
fhould be attempted, to evade the 
aitdemeny of the laws, which have 

een enacted upon this important 
fubjeét, I thall not be inattentive 
in exercifing thofe powers with 
which I am entrufted. 

The vigorous meafures you have 
adopted for the fuppreflion of in- 
furrection and outrage, and the 
wife provifions you have made for 
preventing the extenfion of fimilar 
offences, muft have the moft falu- 
sa a 

he new regulation of licences 
under the fuperintendence of ma- 
giftrates, will tend to promote tran. 
quillity and fobriety. ‘The efta- 
blifhment of more frequent feffions 
of the peace will afford an eafy 
and expeditious adminiftration of 
juftice in the different diftrias 
throughout the kingdom. The li- 
beral increafe of the falaries of the 
judges, and the alteration of the 
civil-bill jurifdiction, for the con- 
venience of the lower ranks of the 
people, will enfure the conftant 
and regular attention of his majef. 
ty’s judges to the civil and crimi- 
nal bufinefs that will remain to be 
done on the circuits. 

Thefe meafures cannot but de- 
monftrate tothe people at large the 
firmnefs and the temper. of parlia- 
ment, which, whillft it is determin- 
ed to reprefs the exceffes of licen- 
sboufaets and outrage, is at the 
fame time anxious to enfure to the 
country thofe permanent advan- 
tages of fecurity, peace and good 
order, which are to be derived from 
a prompt and upright adminiftra- 
tion of juflice. 

I cannot too ftrongly recom- 
mend it to youto give effeét to thefe 
benefits by your example and pre- 
fence; and I am confident, that 

whea 
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when you are relieved from your 
duty in parliament, all ranks and 
defcriptions of his majeity’s faith- 
ful fubjeéts will feel themfelves 
protected by your exertions and 
adthority in your different coun- 
ties. 

Your kind declarations in fa- 
vour of my adminiftration make 
the deepeft impreffioms upon my 
feelings. If I have any claim to 
your confidence and good opinion, 
it ‘arifes from the fidelity with 
which I have reprefented to his 
majefty your loyalty and zeal, and 
from the fincere defire I feel to 
conform my conduct to your fen- 
timénts. — Great Britain and Ire- 
land form one empire; they are 
infeparably connected; they muft 
ftand or fall together; and we are 
all equally engaged, becaufe we are 
all avially interefted in the com- 
mon caufe of defending and up- 
holding our religion, our laws, aad 
our conftitution. 


—— 


—_ ~ 





Speech of the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, to both Houses of Parliament, 
Of. 13; 1796. 


My lords and yentlemen, 

I have his majelty’s commands 
to acquaint you that he hasthought 
it neceflary to require your attend- 
ance in parliament at this early 
period, and to refort to your'deli- 
berate wifdom, at a time when the 
ambitious projects of our enemies 
have threatened to interrupt the 
happinefs and profperity of his 
people, by making a defcent on 
this kingdom and Great Britain. 
And ahhough his majefty looks 
‘Sorward with the utmoft confideiice 
to the fpirit, loyalty, and ability, 
of his faithful peop'e of Ireland, 
to repel fuch an attack; it will yet 
become your wifdom to neglect no 
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precautions which May preclude 
the attempt, or fecure the Peedieft 
means of turning it to the confu. 


fion of the enemy. 


His majefty has been gracioufly 


pleafed to dire& an addition to be 


nade to the regular forces in this 
kingdom, by troops fent from Great 
Britain, the greater part of which 
is already arrived; and in purfu. : 
ance of his majefty’s commands, 
I have alfo encouraged the Joyal 
and zealous difpofition which has 
generally difplayed itfelf, to affo. 
ciate in arms under his majefty’s 
authority, for the better fecurity 
of property, and the prefervation of 
tranquillity and good order. 

In confequence of the fteps 
which his majefty has taken to re. 
ftore peace to Europe, and to fe. 
cure its future tranquillity, a way 
has at length been opened for an 
immediate and direct negotiation; 
and [am commanded to. acquaint 
you, that it is his majefty’s inten- 
tion to fend a perfon to Paris, with 
full powers to treat for the reftora- 
tion of general peace. 

The apparently hoftile difpofi- 
tions and conduét of the court of 
Spain, have led to difcuffions, of 
which T am not able to acquaint 
you with the final refult: but, 
whatever may be their iffue, they 
cannot: but afford to Europea fur- 
ther proof of his majefty’s’ mode- 
ration and forbearance, and can- 
not fail to animate your utmoft 
exertions in defending the dignity, 
rights, and intereft ps the empire, 
againit every aggreffion. 

In reviewing the events of this 
year, it mutt afford you the greateft 
fitisfadtion to obferve, thats by the 
{pirit and exertions of his majefty’s 
navy, the commerce of this king- 
dom has been proteéted in a degree 
almoft beyond example; and in no 


part more completely, than by the 
fuill, 
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vity, and bravery of the 
= fictioned on the coaft of 
js kingdom. 
ene face! of his majefty’s arms 
in the Eaft and Weft Indies has 
highly honourable and advan- 
us to the empire ; and evinces, 
in the ftrongeft manner, the valour 
and good conduct of his forces, 
both by feaand land. 

The fteady and dignified con- 
du& of the emperor, and the in- 
trepidity and fpirit of the Auftrian 
forces under the command of the 
archduke Charles, have given fo ef- 
fential a change to the afpec of af- 
fairs on the continent, as to infpire 
a well-grounded confidence that 
the final refult of the canrpaign 
will be fuch as materially to .pro- 
mote his majefty’s endeavours to 
obtain a fafe and honourable peace 
for himfelf and his allies. 


Gentlemen of the houfe of 
commons, 


Ihave ordered to be laid before 
you an account of fuch articles of 
expence as are not included in the 
eftimates for the current year, and 
which the prefent circumftances 
have rendered neceflary ; and when 
you confider the great interefts for 
which we are engaged, and the ob- 
jects for which we are contending, 
I doubt not that you will grant the 
fupplies which may be requifite for 
them with your accuftomed libera- 
lity; and when the ordinary ac- 
counts and eftimates for the enfu- 
ing year fhall be laid before you, I 
truft you will then proceed with the 
zeal you have always manifefted in 
providing for the exigencies of the 
fate, and the honourable fupport 
of his majefty’s government. 


My lords and gentlemen, 


The expediency of the vigorous 
meafures which you have adopted 
3 ; 


in the laft feflfion of parliament 
has been amply proved by the out- 
rages, which they were intended to 
fupprefs, having in a great mea- 
fure fubfided. I'am, however, ta 
lament that in one part of the 
country, good order has not yet 
been entirely reftored, and that in 
other diftricts, a treafonable fyftein 
of fecret confederation, by the ad- 
miniftering of illegal oaths, ftill con. 
tinues, although no means within 
the reach of government have been 
left untried to counteraét it. 

You will not fail, at a proper 
time, to continue your attention to 
the manufactures, the agriculture, 
and the commerce of the country, 
and to extend your accuftomed be- 
nevolence to the Proteftant charity 
fchools, and the other inftitutions 
of education and charity which 
have been fo long foftered by your 
liberal encouragement. 

The profperity and refources of 
the kingdom, fo highly improved 
by your meritorious care, ftill re- 
main unimpaired by the preffure of 
the war; and I truft to your unre- 
mitting attention for the further 
advancement of your national pro- 
fperity. 

You have learnt the fteps which 
his majefty has taken to procure 
the bleffings of general peace upou 
a folid and permanent batis. Should 
thefe gracious ‘endeavours of his 
majefty not be followed by the fuc- 
cefs which he has every reafon to 
expect, he is fatisfied that the af- 
fections, courage, and perfeverance 
of his people, will enable him to 
frufirate the defigns of our enemies, 
and to maintain the honour and 
dignity of the crown. 

It will afford me the higheft fa- 
tisfaGtion to be aided at this im- 
ortant crifis by your advice; and 
f rely, with a confidenve you have 
taught me to indu!ge, upon your 


liberal — 
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liberal interpretation of my con- 
dué, and upon that fupport I have 
fo amply experienced fince I re- 
ceived his majefty’s commands to 
repair to this country ; and it will 
be peculiarly gratifying to me if I 
fhould have the good fortune, in 
the adminiftration of the king’s 
government, to imprefs upon your 
minds the full extent of his majef- 
ty’s paternal care of this kingdom, 
and of my own anxiety to promote, 
by every means, its interefts, its 


fafety, and its profperity. 





Manifefe againfi Great Britain, by 
the National Affembly reprefenting 
the Batavian Nation, May 2, 


1796. 


The Batavian nation, once more 
unjuftly attacked by the kingdom 
of Great Britain, has juft taken 
uparms. This nation, fo often 
it treated, oppreffed, trod upon, 


and pillaged, under the mafk of 


friendfhip, now animated and ex- 
cited by liberty, and at length 
breathing, for the firft time, after 
fo long an interval, refurnes the 
primitive energy of its brave and 


valorous character, courageoufly 
rears its head, and will no longer 
fuffer its profperity to be under- 
mined by envious neighbours. It 
will no longer allow itfelf to be 
dragged in the duft; and it will 
ceafe to be the {port of the infamous 
and ambitious minifters of Eng- 
land, who, by the dazzle of piratical 
treafures, blind the Englifhi nation, 
which fancies itfelf to be free, with 
refpect to the terrible calamities 
they have brought on Europe, and 
on the whole of the human race. 
The Batavian people will defend 
their rights and their independence; 
they will fave their country from 
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the ruin by Which it is threat. 
enéd, 

Will Europe ftill doubt, that 
the Batavian republic has not rights 
fully drawn the {word ftom the 
fheath, when fhe is conftrained to 
a juft defencé? Will Europe till 
doubt that the Batavian republic 
has been led to the very brink of 
utter deftruétion, by the difaftrous 
policy of the fatne miniftry? Wil! 

urope ftill doubt that the regene 
rated Batavian republic will not, 
with the help of its illuftrious ally, 
vigoroufly repel the arrogant do. 
mination of the Englith cabinet, 
and will not confolidate the libert 
fo dearly and periloufly cea 
at the expence even of all by whicli 
fhe is intcrefted ? 

When England attempted, by the 
force ofarms, to fubjugate her Ame- 
rican colonies, which fhe had dri- 
ven toa juftifiable infurreétion, and 
when the fcourge of war extended 
to other empires, the States Genes 
ral of the United Provinces were 
careful to obferve a ftriét neutra- 
lity; they did not fuffer Dutch 
veffels to tranfport any other com- 
modities to America, thofe ex- 
cepted which were declared free by 
the exprefs terms of treaties. The 
moft efficacious precautions were 
carefully taken to prevent warlike 
ftores from being conveyed to the 
American colonies, as well as to 
prevent any fraudulent commerce 
from being carried on with them; 
precautions which did not a little 
fhackle and injure our own com 
merce to the Weft Indies. 

{t availed the republic, however, 
but little, to obferve the conditions 
of treaties with exactnefs, as % 
what was by them prohibited: the 
Englith minifters, confulting merely 
their temporary convenience, went 
fo far as to difpute what thefe 


very 














England herfelf had enjoyed 

‘a fimilar cafe; but violating the 
tsof nations, they condemned 
fas as prizes to “0 rage 
: oved the materials in the 
ani other veffels were 
ined by the ah pe seater 
partial courts o juttice. The 
J and armed fhips of Eng- 
feeing that their piracies were 
multiplied their depre- 

and the merchant veilels 
of Holland daily became the vic- 
tims of their brutalities. Finally, 
the atrocities of the Britifh mini- 
fters were carried to fuch a point, 
that they no longer refpected the 
of the States, but carried a 
convoy of Dutch veffels into the 
Kf of England, declaring fhips 
ichly laden to be lawful prizes, and 
violating, as well in Europe as 
elfewhere, our neutral territory. 
The only mode which could be 
adopted, to Ng a ftop to thefe 
unprecedented injuries, without, 
however, breaking with the king- 
dom of Great Britain, was em- 
(iy by their high mightineffes. 
his mode confifted in joining 
with all poffible {peed the alliance 
of the three northern powers, 
concerted by the emprefs of 
Roffia, and deftined to protect, by 
the force of arms, the rights of 
the neutral nations, each of them 
sey or lefs violated by Eng- 


: 


Their high mightineffes, we 
fey, would have acceded to this 
treaty, had not an obftacle been 
thrown in the way by the perfi- 
lous machinations of the Eng- 
Tih cabinet. This was the fignal 
Which ied England to break every 
Me, to diftribute letters of marque 
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allowed; they would 
ffer the republic to enjoy, 
ole very advantages of treaty po 


for making reprifals on the in-- 
habitants of the republic and their 
ffeffions, and to declare open: 
war againft the United Provinces. 
A miniftry to which all means were 
alike, could not want pretexts for 
that purpofe. .It was not at the 
fame time difficult for their high 
mightineffes, to demonftrate the 
frivoloufnefs of all thefe pretended 
grievances ; but what purpofe could 
this anfwer with a rapacious, ob- 
ftinate, and unjuft miniftry, which 
was defirous to revenge on a 
peaceable ally the lofs of the Bri- 
tifh colonies, and to appeafe, for 
atime at leaft, by the booty ob- 
tained by an unforefeen attack, 
the murmurs of the Englifh na- 
tion? 

It was foon after learned, that 
the fquadrons and armed veflels 
of England captured, by virtue of 
orders already furnifhed, the Dutch 
veffels they fellin with beyond feas, 
without the f{malleft fufpicion on 
our fide, and againft the faith of 
treaties. We learned the cruel 
manner in which the ifland of St. 
Euftatia was ruined, by feizing 
on the poffeffions of the merchants, 
which, when collected, formed tsea- 
fures; while richly laden veffels, 
returning from the ocean, were fur- 
prifed unawares in the channel by 
{mall veflels, which readily made 
them their prey. By fuch vile 
means, unworthy of a generous 
nation, did the Britifa minifters 
difhonour the flag of their king; 
for, can it be confidered in any 
other point of view, than that of 
acting, under the royal flag, the 
part of pirates? 

The Batavian republic was at 
length, after fo many loffes, forced 
to provide for her defence, to main- 
tain her rights and independence 
by dint of arms, and to proteé 

her 
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her commerce and her 
Ah! if the coald then 


ffeffions. 


ave com- 


bated under the banners of liberty, 
how would the Englifh miniftry 
have repented of its rafhnefs and 


perfidy But the Englith cabinet 
Knew all its influence in this coun- 
try. It was aware that it could 
fucceed in fhackling within the re- 
public the preparations of war: it 
as certain of finding in Holland 
partizans who would contrive to 
put into its poffeffion our oy 
of war, and who would find the 
means to prevent the difplay of all 
our ftrength. The event foon prov- 
ed that the Englith minifters were 
not miftaken. They mocked our 
feeble efforts, which, even before 
they were carried into effect, were 
saralyzed in their outfet by the ad- 
Petents they had in this country. 
Thefe adherents fupplied them with 
intelligence of all that was concert- 
ing here. Supported by the ftadt- 
holderian influence, they even con- 
trived to render nugatory the or- 
ders given by their high mighti- 
neffes for the junction of the Bata- 
vian fquadron with the French 
fleet. It was eafy for the Englith 
miniftry, after fuch treafons, to 
obtain fucceffes in that war. And 
this is what they call glory! But 
when a particular occafion pre- 
fented itfelf—when a flect belong- 
ing to the ftates accidentally met 
with an opportunity to difplay its 
courage and its valour, the Batavian 
mariners, although novices in fight- 
ing, proved that they had not de- 
generated from the bravery of their 
ancettors. They drove the Eng- 
lif, fleet, covered with confufion 
and fhame, into its own port, with- 
out having loft one of the merchant 
veffels they had under convoy. 
A war carried on in fuch a wav 
necefiarily terminated in a treaty of 
peace burthenfome to the ftates, 
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Inftead of being indemnified fo¢ 
the incaleulable fottes they had fuf. 
tained in their commerce, ¢ 
confidered themfelves as fortunate 
to be enabled by the fpeedy affig. 
ance of the French forces, which 
checked the Englith in the two Jn. 
dies, to fave a part of their poffef- 
fions; while they found themfelves 
obliged to yield to the enemy the 
important faétory of Negapatnam 
on the coaft of Coromandel; and 
to allow to Britifh veffels the free 
navigation of the coafts of the Mo. 
lucca iflands, notwith{tanding it 
might have been forefeen that thé 
navigation of the Englifh in thof 
feas would tend to nothing lefsthan 
the complete deftruction of our 
trade in the Eaft Indies. 

We fhall not enter into details 
concerning what paffed in the fe 
quel, when the Batavian nation, 
feeing how much its interefts were 
con{tantly every where facrificed to 
thofe of its ancient rival, even by 
the perfons appointed to defend its 
rights, meditated a fundamental re- 
generation in the form of the go- 
vernment. We fhall not retrace 
how England, knowing that the 
limitation of the fcandalous ufurpa- 
tion of power andinftuence, on the 
part of the ftadtholder, would alfo 
diminifli its influence in this repub- 
lic. How, we fay, the Britifh m- 
niftry, far from interceding for the 
Batavian nation, or coming to i 
fuccour, when legions of foreiga 
troops feized on thefe countries, 
committing the moft atrocious dif- 
orders, pillages, and violences, Cotie 
fidered, on the contrary, this de- 
vaftation and this oppreflion with 
a malignant fatisfaétion ; and con- 
curred, when the mifchief was 
completed, in guaraziteeing, I 
folemn manner, the fyftem of a 
tyranny which refulted from it. 

When the French nation, pes 
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@ith the unfupportable tyranny of 
(hook off its yoke, and form- 

ed itfelf into an independent repub- 
the Britith minifters thought 
that they could not have a better 
rtunity to difmember a part of 
fine empire. They accord- 
ingly united in the treaty concluded 
at Pilnitz, on the 27th of Auguft, 
1991, by the princes of Germany. 
The French republic, well know- 
ing that that of the United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands would 
be conftrained by England to take 
a part in this plot againtt its liberty, 
declared war again{t the Britith mi- 
nifters, as well as againft their fub- 
jet William V. ftadtholder of the 
Seven United Provinces, and his 
partizans.—It is thus that the Bata- 
vian nation was once more drawn 
againft its will into this bloody war 
by its dependence on thofe fame 
minifters: its treafures were lavifh- 
ed, and its arfenals nearly emptied, 
toaid the extravagant plans of Pitt 
and his cabal. Auxiliary Englifh 
troops were fent to this republic; 
and when a defeat, fultained near 
the Meufe by a part of the French 
army, had procured a momentary 
advantage, the army of the ftates 
was forced to pafs the limits of our 
frontiers, and thofe of France, and 
t© wage an offenfive war on the 
French territory. Soon, however, 
the victorious French repulfed their 
enemies on all fides, and from day 
today the armies of England and 
the fates retrograded towards our 
frontiers, The republic found 
itfelf on the brink of ruin, fince 
appearances pointed out that the 
of war would be removed 

tothe very heart of its provinces, 
and all the country inundated. Ne- 
ver were the {tates in fo critical a 
es huce the war with Spain ; 
ene danger brought about their 


verance; Providence defeated 
2796, 
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the perfidious plans of its enemies, 
who were defirous rather that the 
republic fhould be deftroyed than 
that it fhould be free. hen the 
froft permitted the crofling of the 
rivers, the valorous French troops 
drove before them the Englith 
bands with fo much f{peed, that the 
latter had not time to effect their 
infernal defign; they fled, but their 
road was traced by fire and pillage. 
It was nothing but their fpeedy and 
precipitate retreat that preferved the’ 
republic from total devaftation. 
We foon witnefled the extraordi- 
nary fpectacle which the citizens 
prefented on all fides, holding out 


their arms to their conquerors as: 


to their only deliverers. We faw 


the allied troops fack and plunder, ' 


and thofe who were called our ene- 
mies re{peét public and private pro- 
perty. 

It was thus that the Netherlands 
were delivered from their moft dan- 
gerous enemies.: The ftadtholder 
abandoned, in a daftardly way, his 
country and his friends, and fought 
an afylum at the court of the king 
of England. The ftandard of li- 


berty was planted in all places, - 


while the French republic declared 
the Batavian nation free, and re. 
eftablithed it in its primitive rights. 

The Britifh minifters, enraged at 
feeing this republic ftill exift with- 


out being in their hands, attempted : 


at leaft to deftroy it another way, 
by totally undermining its extenfive 
commerce. Upwards of one hune 


dred ships, the greater part richly : 


laden, which, either through foul 
winds, or as a meafure of precau- 
tion, had fought fhelter in Britith 
ports, as well as feveral Dutch thips 
of war, were laid under embargo, 


as if to prevent them from falling 


into the hands of the French. Their 
high mightiveffes, it is true, fent 
commitlioners to London to claim 


(H) them, 
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them, demonftrating by the moft 
folid proofs, that the Batavian re- 
public was no longer under the do- 
minion of France fince the folemn 
declaration of its independence, 
and that England ought to conduc 
itfelf towards the Batavian nation, 
as towards a free people; they add- 
ed, that the Dutch merchants would 
not rifque the entry of their veffels 
into the ports of the republic, if 
it was for no other purpofe than 
- to furrender them to the French. 
The Britifh minifters had, however, 
already made up their minds to ap- 
propriate this booty to themfelves ; 
and, to augment it, they deffemi- 
nated on ail fides falfe rumours 
touching the fituation of affairs in 
this country, to the end that they 
might, in the fame way, allure into 
their ports the merchant veffels be- 
longing to the republic, which were 
ftill at fea. They have fince en- 
tirely violated the rights of nations; 
and all the Dutch vedlels, to which 


his majefty the king of Great Bri- 
tain had granted his big protec- 


tion, were, in violation of the treaty 
of Breda, pertidioufly declared law- 
ful captures. 

But what puts the feal to the acts 
of hoftility and bad faith which the 
prefent Britiii minifters have exer- 
cifed againft this republic, is the 
treacherous mode in which they 
have endeavoured to make them- 
felves maflters of her colonies. For 
this purpofe they fent letters, figned 
by the prince of Orange, and dated 
at Kew, the 7th of February, 1795, 
to feveral of the colonies of the re- 
yublic of the Netherlands in the 
Bat Indies, and to the Cape of 
Good Hope. In thete letters, this 
perfidious and ci-devant minifter 
and commander in chief of thefe 
fiates, after having abandoned all 
bis pofts, ordered, on his indivi- 
dyal authority, the selpective go- 
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vernors to put the colonies of the 
ftates under the protection of the 
Britifh arms; that is to fay, in the 
artful and cuftomary language of 
the Englifh miniftry, to {urrender 
them to England. Notwithftand. 
ing this felonious firatagém has fail. 
ed in the greater part of the colo. 
nies, through the fidelity of their 
governors, it was impoflible to pre. 
vent the Cape of Good Hope from 
falling into the hands of the Eng. 
lith; and feveral important poflef. 
fions of thefe ftapes, in the Eaft In. 
dies, have fhared the fame fate. 

While all this was taking place, . 
the Britifh miniftry conceived the 
plan of attacking alfo by land this 
free republic, and of employing for 
that purpofe thofe foldiers, who, 
being more attached to the prince 
of Orange than to their country, 
emigrated on the flattering promifes 
of England.—Thefe fugitives were 
not only well received in the flates 
of his Britannic majefty in Ger- 
many, but were even kept in the 
pay of England ; and if the defer- 
tion of the greater part of the army 
of the republic could have been 
brought about, there is no doubt 
but they would have been led a- 
gainft their country under Englith 
commanders, for the purpofe of re- 
newing here, if the tact were pol- 
fible, the fcenes of 1787; of kin- 
dlingup,asin LaV endée,adifaftrous 
civil war, and of thus deftroying 
the Batavian republic by inteftine 
commotions, 

Is it therefore furprifing that the 
Batavian nation, now free, feeks 
to reinforce itfelf againft fuch un- 
precedented and numicrous outrages, 
by an intimate alliance with a fe 
public which fnatehed it from the 
gripes of its enemies? A treaty of 
peace and alliance was accordingly 
concluded at the Hague, on the 
16th of May, 1795, . between the 

two 
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two free re ublics of France and 
Holland. That treaty of mutual 
defence by which the independent 
Batavian nation, fupported by a 
werful neighbour, and unfhaken 
the influence of a foreign mini- 
fer, will be put ina condition to 
employ for the future its forces a- 
inft its aggreffors, and of paying 
them in vo he coin, has alfo 
n cemented. 
tis majefty, the king of Great 
Britain, after fo many hofftilities 
have been exercifed, was at length 
eafed to proclaim, on the igth of 
ptember, 1795, by his council of 
ftate, adeclaration of war againft this 
ublic, but in which no ground 
FF coniplsine was alleged. His 
majefty, it istrue, fays in this ma- 
nifefto, “ that for fome time di- 
vers aéts of outrage, contrary to 
the honour of his rfajefty’s crown, 
and to the legitimate rights of his 
fubjef&ts, had been committed in the 
United Provinces, and that the fhips 
of war which failed from the ports 
of the United Provinces, had re- 
ceived orders to take and fink all 
Britith veffels.” The acts contrary 
to the honour of his majefty’s 
crown which had been committed 
in the Netherlands, are the aéts of 
his majefty’s own troops, and the 
Englith nation will, undoubtedly, 
fooner or later, punifh their au- 
thors; and with refpeét to the or- 
ders given to the fhips of war of 
the republic, to es violence by 
Violence, has not the independent 
Xs pom fo cruelly treated, a right 
of refiftance ? His majefty had for- 
gotten that the Netherlands were 
No longer under the ftadtholderian 
yoke, and that his majefty’s mini- 
ters had loft for ever, as we truft, 
for the fafety of the country, all in- 
fluence over the independent Bata- 
Vian republic. 
tis therefore with a perfect con- 
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fidence in that love of the country, 
in that energy, and in that courage 
with which liberty alone can infpire 
a nation, for a long time infulted 
and oppreffed, that the independent 
Batavian_ nation folemnly declares 
in the face of Europe, through the 
organ of its legitimate reprefenta- 
tives, that, obliged to defend itfelf 
againft the acts of perfidy and vio- 
lence of the neighbouring kingdom 
of Great Britain, it will repel every 
a&t of aggreffion on its liberty, its 
independence, its rights, and its 
legitimate poffeflions; and that it 
will put in éxecution all poffible 
means to receive fatisfaction and in- 
demnity for the incalculable loffes 
it has fuftained through a perfidious 
ally: in the firm hope that Divine 
Providence, who has fo miracu- 
loufly preferved this country from 
a total ruin, will blefs its arms, 
and will not allow violence and op- 
preflion ever to fix their fatal abode 
on its free territory. : 
Done at the Hague, May 2, 
1796, fecond year of Bata- 
vian freedom. 


——— 
& 


Manifefto of the Court of Spain againft 
Great Britain, Od. 5, 1796. 





One of the principal motives that 
determined me to make peace with 
the French republic, as foon as its 
government had begun to affumte a 
regular and ftable form, was the 
manner in which England behaved 
to me during the whole of the war, 
and the juft miftruft which I ought 
to feel for the future from the expe- 
riénce of her bad faith, which be-« 
gan to be manifetted at the molt 
critical moment of the firft cam- 
paign; in the manner with which 
admiral Hood treated my fquadron 
at Toulon, where he was employed 
folely in ruining all that he could 
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not carry away himfelf; and after- 
wards in the expedition which he 
undertook againft the ifland of Cor- 
fica—an expedition which he un- 
dértook without the knowledge of, 
and which he concealed with the 
greateft care from, don Juande Lan- 
ara, while they were together at 
Toulon. 

This fame bad faith the Englifh 
minifter has fuffered clearly to ap- 
pear by his filence upon the fubject 
of all his negotiations with other 
powers, particularly in the treaty 
concluded on the 19th November, 
1794, with the United States of A- 
merica, without any regard to my 
rights, which were well known to 
him. I remarked it again in his 
repugnance to the adoption of my 
plans and ideas which might acce- 
lerate the termination of the war, 
and in the vague reply which lord 
Grenville gave to my ambaffador, 
the marquis del Campo, when he 
demanded fuecours of him to con- 
tinue it. He comple tely confirmed 
me in the certainty of his bad faith, 
by the injuftice with which heappro- 
priated the rich cargo of the Spanith 
-thip-el. Santiago, or l’Achille, at 
firt taken by the French, and af- 
terwards retaken by the Englith 
fquadron, and which ought to have 
been reftored to me according to 
the convention made between my 
fecretary of flate and lord St. He- 
‘len’s, ambaffador from his Britannic 
majefly : afterwards by the deten- 
tion of all the ammunition which 
arrived in the Dutch fhips for the 
fupply of my fquadrons, by affect- 
ing always different difficulties to 
yut off the reftitution of them. 

‘nally, I ¢ould no longer entertain 
a doubt of the bad faith of England, 
“when I learnt the frequent Ianding 


from her flips upon the coats of 


Chili and Peru, in order to carry 
©a a contraband trade, and to re- 
) 
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connoitre the fhore under 
tence of fifhing far whales, a privile 
e ge 
which the pretended to have grant. 
ed her by. the convention of Noot. 
ka. Such were the proceedings of 
the Britifh minifter to cement the 
ties of friendthip and reciprocal 
confidence, which he had engaged 
to maintain according to our con. 
vention of the 25th May, 1793, 

Since I have made peace with 
the I rench republic, not only have 
I had itronger motives for fuppofi 
an intention on the part of Eng- 
land to attack my pofleffions in A- 
merica, but I have alfo received 
direct infults which perfuade me 
that the Englifh minifter withes to 
oblige me to adopt a part contrary 
to the interefts of humanity, injured 
by the bloody war which ravages 
Europe, for the termination of 
which I have sot ceafed to offer my 
good offices, and to.teftify my con- 
{tant folicitude. 

In éact, England has developed 
her intentions, has clearly evinced 
her projet of getting poffeflion of 
my territories, by fending to the 
Antilles a confiderable force, and 
yarticularly deftined againft Santo 
Trielnno. as the proclamations of 
her general in that ifland clearly de- 
monitrate. She has alfo made 
known her intentions by the efta- 
blifaments which her commercial 
companies have formed upon the 
banks of the Miffouri, in North 
America, with the defign of pene- 
trating through thofe countries to 
the South Sea. Finally, by the 
conqueft which fhe has made of the 
colony of Deimerary, belonging to 
the Dutch, and whofe advantageous 
pofition puts her ina condition to 
get pofleffion of pofts ftill more 
unportant, ; 

Bat there can no longer remau 
any doubt of the hoftile nature of 
thefe projects, whey I confider the 
frequent 


the pre- 
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nt infults to my flag, the acts 
of violence committed in the Me- 
diterranean by her frigates, which 
have carried away foldiers coming 
from Genoa to Barcelona, on board 
ifh fips, to complete my ar- 
‘mies; the piracies and vexations 
which theCorfican and Anglo-Cor- 
fiean corfairs, protected by the 
ith government of that ifland, 
exercife againft the Spanifh trade 
in the Mediterranean, and even 
upon the coatts of Catalonia, and 
the detention of different Spani(h 
fhips, laden with Spanifh property, 
OF cervied to England under the 
moft frivolous pretences, aud efpes 
cially the rich cargo of the Spanifh 
hip the Minerva, on which an em- 
bargo was laid in the moft infulting 
manner to my flag, and the:removal 
of which could not be obtained, 
though it was demontftrated before 
the competent tribunals that this 

rich cargo was Spanifh property. 
Thé attack committed upon my 
ambaflador, don Simon de las Ca- 
fas, by a tribunal of London, which 
decreed his arreft, founded upon 
the demand of a very fmail fum 
which was claimed by the under- 
taker of an embarkation, is ano- 
ther outrage. Finally, the Spanith 
territory has been violated in an in- 
tolera‘le manner upon the coafts of 
Galicia and Alicant by the Englith 
fhips the Cameleon and the Kan- 
r00, Moreover, captain George 
aughan, commodore of the Alarm, 
behaved in a manner equally info- 
lent and fcandalous in the ifland of 
Trinity, where he landed withdrums 
beating and fiags flying, to attack 
the French, and to a venge the inju- 
ries which he pretend sd to have re- 
ceived, difturbing, by the violation 
of the rights of my fovereignty, 
tranquillity of the inhabitants 

of the ifand. 4 
By all thefe infults, equally deep 
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and unparalleled, that nation has 
proved to the univerfe, that fhe re- 
cognizes no other laws than the ag- 
grandifement of her commerce; and 
by her defpotifm, which has ex- 
haufted my patience and modera- 
tion, fhe has forced me, as well to 
fpport the honour of my crown, 
as to protect my people againft her 
attacks, to declare war again{t the 
king of England, his kingdom and 
vaflals, and to give orders and take 
the neceffary meafures for the de- 
fence of my domains and my fub- 
jects, and to repulfe the enemy, 
Signed by the King, and the 
Secretary of the Cougcil 
of War. 
Done at the Palace of 
St. Laurenzxo, O&. 5, 1796. 
On Saturday, the 8th of October, 
war was proclaimed at Madrid in 
the ufual form. 


— —_—— 





Anfwer of the Britifh Government to 
the Spani/h Declaration of War. 


The open aggreflions of Spain, 
the violences committed againft the 
perfons and property of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, and the unprovoked” 
declaration of war on the part of 
that power, have at length compel- 
led his majefty to take the neceflary 
meafures for repelling force by force, 
and for vindicating the dignity of 
his crown, and the rights and in- 
terelts of his people. 

At the moment of adopting thefe 
meafures, his majeity feels it due to 
himfelf to, remove every doubt 
which can be thrown on the indif- 
putable juftice of his caufe; and it 
will be eaiily proved, from the very’ 
reafons adduced by the court of 
Madrid in fupport of its declaration 
of war, thatall the calamities which 
may enfue are folely to be attribut- 
ed to the conduét of his enemies, 

A fimple reference to that decla- 
(t1 3) ration, 
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ration, and a bare enumeration of 
the vague and frivolous charges 
which it contains, would indeed be 
fufficient to fatisfy all reafonable 
and impartial minds, that no part 
of the conduét of. Great Britain to- 
wards Spain has afforded the {mall- 
eft pround.of complaint, much lefs 
any motive fufficiently powerful 
for adding to the prefent calami- 
ties of Europe all the evils of a 
new and complicated war. . 

The only difficulty of a detailed 
reply arifes not from the ftrength 
and importance of the complaints 
alleged, but from their weaknets 
and futility —fiom the confufed 
and unintelligible fhape in which 
they are brought forward, and from 
the impoffibility of referring them 
to any eftablithed principle or rule 
of juttice, to any ufual form or to- 
pic of compiaint between inde- 
pendent governments, or to any of 
thofe motives which can alone cre- 
ate the painful duty of an appeal 
to arms. 

The aéts of hoftility attributed 
to his majefty in the manifefto of 
Spain, confilt either of matters per- 
feétly innocent and indifferent in 
their nature, or of imputed opi- 
nions and iutertions, of which no 
proot is adduced, nor any effect 
alleged; or, laftly, of complaints 
of the mifconduct of unauthorized 
individuals; refpeéting all which 
his majefty has never failed to intti- 
tute inquiry, where inquiry was ne- 
ceffary, and to caufe juftice to be 
dove in the regular courfe of judi- 
cial proceedings. The very nature 
of fuch compiaints affords a fufti-- 
cient anfwer to the conclufion at- 
tempted to be drawn from them by 
Spain; and his majefty might have 
been weil juftified in declining all 
further difcuflion on poinis, on 
which it was manifeft that no jutt 
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motive of hoftility could be grounds 
ed. 

Such, however, was not his cons 
duct. Anxious to avert irom both, 
kingdoms the calamities of war, he 
has repeatedly and vainly propofed 
to adjult, by friendly difcuffion, all: 
points of difference which could 
fubfitt between the governments of 
two nations whofe réal interefts 
were the fame, and who had an 
equal concern in oppofing the pro- 
greis of a Common enemy. 

This difcuffion having always 
been ftudionfly avoided by the court 
of Madrid, it now*remains only for 
his majefty to vindicate in this pub. 
be manner his own caufe, and te 
prove the futility of thofe pretences 
by which that court now fecks to 
colour its aggretiion. 

The firft-point brought forward 
to fupport an accufation of ill faith 
is the conduct of the king’s admiral 
at Toulon: who is charged with 
having deftroyed thofe fhips and 
naval ftores of the enemy which he 
could not carry away with him; 
and with having afterwards under- 
taken an expedition to Corfica, 
without the knowledge or partici- 
pation of the Spanith admiral. To 
at) accufation of fuch a nature, al- 
leged as a ground of war between 
two great nations, it can hardly 
he expected that a ferious anfwer 
thould be given, It is perhaps the 
firft time that it has beea imputed 
asa crime to one of the command- 
ing officers of two powers acting 
in alliance, and making a common 
cauf@in war, that he did more than 
his proportion of mifchief to the 
common enemy. And if it be 
really true that fuch a fentiment was 
entertained at Madrid, certainly 20 
other juftification can be neceflary 
for not inviting the officers of that 
court to join in fubfequent expe 
ditsons 
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ditions againft the fame enemy: at 
~ all events, it cannot be pretended 
that a co-operation: between two 
ailies (however cordial and fincere) 
4n- any one particular enterprize, 
‘could afterwards retirain either of 
them from undertaking feparately 
aay other, to which his own force 
red in itfelf to be adequate. 

The fecond inftance of ill-faith 
attributed to his majefty is the con- 
cufion of a treaty of amity and 

merce with the United States 

America; a2 power with whom 
both Great Britain and Spain were 
at peace ; with whom the king, as 
well as his catholic majefty, was 
perfectly free to contract any fuch 
engagement ; and with whom the 
court of Madrid has actually con- 

‘cluded a fimilar treaty, with this 
difference only, that the ftipulations 
of the Britifh treaty can give no 
ground of offence or injury to any 
other power, while the Spanith 
treaty contains an article (that re- 
ipecting the navigation of. the 
Miffifippi) which, if it could have 
anv force or effeét at all, would be, 
on the part of Spain, a direét breach 
of treaty with Great Britain, and a 
grols violation of the important 
and unqueftionable rights of his 
majefty and his people. 

The fame ilf-faith is faid to have 
been manifeited in the unwilling- 
wets fhewn by the Britith govern- 
ment to adopt the plans propofed 
by Spain for haftening the con- 
clufion of the war with France, 
(but what thefe plans were, it is 
hot ftated,) and alfo in omitting to 
comply with an application made 
by Spain for pecuniary fuccours, 
a neceffary to enable her to a& 
rl tae common enemy. The 
Nlure of fuch an application can- 
hot certainly be matier of furprize 
fo any one who confiders the fitu- 
Mion and conduct of Spain during 
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the war. It can hardly be al- 

leged, even as an excufe for the 

precipitate peace concluded by - 
Spain, not only without the know- 
ledge of her allies, but in contra- 
diétion to repeated and pofitive af- 
furances ; but it is difficult to con- 
ceive how fuch a refufal can- be 
made the ground of hoftility to- 
wards Great Britain, or with what 
confiftency the inability of Spain 
to profecute the former conteft 
Without pecuniary aid from its ally, 
can have become a motive of en- 
gaging gratuitoufly in all the ex- 
pences and difficulties of a new War 
againft that very power. 

Withregard to the condemnation 
of the St. Jago (a prize taken from 
the enemy by his majefty’s naval 
forces), his majefty has only to re- 
ply to the injurious affertions on 
that fubje& in the Spantth mani- 
fefto, that the claims of all the par- 
ties in that caufe were publicly 
heard and decided according to the 
known law of nations, and before 
the only competent tribunal ; one, 
whofe impartiality is above all fuf- 
picion. 

The conduct of his majefty res 
fpeGting the naval ftores, which 
were claimed by Spain on board 
Dutch veilels, has been in like 
manner exempt from all blame, nor 
was any unneceflary delay inter- 
pofed refpeéting thofe cargoes, till 
the equivocal condué of Spain, and 
the ttrong and juft fufpicion of her 
hoftile difpofitions, made it im- 
poflible for his majefty to confent 
to fupply her from the ports of his 
dominions with the means of att. 
ing againft himfelf. 

The next charge relates to the 
alleged mifconduét of fome mer- 
chant fhips in landing their crews 
on the coafts of Chili and Peru, 
with a view of carrying on there an 
illicit gommerce, and of recannoi- 
(H 4) tring 
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tring the country. On this it is to 
be obferved, that thofe views are 
not fupported by any fact what- 
ever; that if any act was in truth 
committed by individuals in thofe 
territories againft the laws of the 
overnment ‘eftal vlifhed there, thofe 
Lae might have been enforced 
upon the fpot, and the court of 
London has always been open to 
receive and redrefs all complaints 
of that nature. But that what is 
afligned in the manifefto as a mere 
cover and pretext for fraud, name- 
ly, the exercife of the whale fithery 
by the Englith in thofe parts, is not, 
as there aflerted, a right which the 
Englifi “claim under the conven- 
tion of Nootka.” It is one, which 
was not then for the firlt time eita- 
blithed, but folemnly recognized by 
the court of Madrid, as having 
always belonged to Great Britain, 
and the full and undifturbed exer- 
cife of which was guaranteed to his 
majefty’s fubjects in terms fo ex- 
refs as to admit of no dou! ot, and 
in a tranfaction fo recent, that ig- 
norance of it cannot be pretended. 
Such, it fe eems, were the offences 
of the Britith government, and fuch 
the jealoufies and apprehenfion of 
Spain during the time when the 
courts of London and Madrid were 
united in the bands of alliance, 
and engaged in a common caufe ; 
and it is on motives as frivolous as 
thele, that the court of Madrid be- 
gan to project an otfenfive alliance 
with the king’s enemies; a defign 
which it now profefles to have en- 
tertained from the moment when it 
feparated itfelf from the common 
caufe, but which was long after that 
period difguifed under the mofit 
pofitive and explicit affurances of 
neutrahty. 
It is infinuated, that the good 
othees of his catholic majefty, for 
biinging about a general paciii- 
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cation, had been tendered to G 
Britain, and had been refufed. W hat 
degree of impartiality could have 
been expected from fuch a. medi- 
ation, the di {pofit ions wv ‘hich Spain 
now avows herfelf to have ¢ enter. 
tained at that period fufficie ntly 
fhew; his majetty exercifed hi 
undoubted right of judging for him. 
felf and for his P ople, how far 
a negotiation, com: nent ed under 
fuch aufpices, was likely to con. 
tribute to the honour and interet 
of his dominions; and he now finds 
the propriety of his decifion con. 
firmed beyon ba doubt, by the con. 
duct and avowals of SP ain. 

It is next ftated, that in the pro- 
fecution of the war, in which Great 
Britain is engaged, her views feem 
uniformly to have been direéted to 
the annoyance of the Spanifh pof- 
fefions in America. In fuy pport of 
this accufation are adduced an ex- 
pedition directed againft St. Do- 
mingo, the conquett of the Dutch 
colony of Demerary, and the fup- 
pote -d eftablithment of Britith com- 
mercial companies on the banks of 
the Miffifippi, formed with a view 
of penetrating to the South Sea. | 

This latter point is one to which 
it is impoffibie to make a fpecife 
anfwer, becaufe the Britifl govern- 
ment has no knowledge of any faé 
to which it can refer. Within the 
Spanitfh territory, the Spanith go- 
vernment certainly poffeifes both 
the right and the power to prevent 
individuals from trading. Within 
the American terr! tory, ‘his majel- 
ty’s fubjects have by treaty a right 
to fettle and to trade; and they 
have alfo an exprefs right freely to 
navigate the Miffuhp pl, by which 
the territories of Spain and of the 
United States are die) ided from each 
other. Unlets, therefore, it cag 
be fhewn that the Britith govern- 
ment has authorized any aoa 3** 
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én the Spanith territory, this com- 
int can afford no pretence for 
Peailty againtt his. majefty. “) 
_ With regard to the expedition 
againft St. Domingo, and to the 
conqueft of Demerary, it 1s impol- 
fible to refrain from remarking, 
that however highly the rights of 
neutral nations ought to be re- 
fpected, and whatever delicacy his 
majett might be difpoted to teel 
towards thofe of a power {fo lately 
his ally, and not yet become his 
enemy— it is a new and hitherto 
unheard-of claim of neutrality, 
which is to be circumfcribed by no 
bounds, either of time or place ; 
which extends equally beyond the 
date, and beyond the limits of pof- 
feffion, and is to attach not to the 
territories of a neutral power itfelf, 
but to whatever may once have 
belonged to it, and to whatever 
may be fituated in its neigbour- 
hood, although in the pofletiion of 
an actual enemy. 

The fubje&, however, of St. Do- 
mingo, deferves to be more parti- 
cularly adverted to, becaufe the at- 
tempt on the part of Spain to cede 
a part of that ifland to France, isa 
breach of that folemn treaty under 
which alone the crown of Spain 
holds any part of its American 
pofleflions. The conclufion of fuch 
an article, without the knowledge 
of an ally fo deeply concerned as 
Great Britain in that ftipulation, 
both in right and intereft, was 
therefore an act,. fuch as would 
have juftified any meatures to which 
the court of London could have 
recourfe; yet fo earneft was the 
king’s defire to maintain peace with 
Spain, that he repeatedly endea- 
Youred to fix. by an amicable dif- 
cution with that court, the period 
when the right of Spain to the ter- 


Rtory fo ceded was to ceafe, in 
aa . - . . . 
order that any operation, which it 
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might become expedient for his 
troops to undertake there, might 
be direéted againtt the French alone. 
And although no explanation could 
ever be obiained trom the court of 
Madrid on this fubjeét, his com- 
manders on the {pot were reftrained 
from atting, and did not act againft 
the Spanifh part of the ifland, till 
the ceifion aétually took place, by 
which it became, as far as the aé 
of Spain could make it, a part of 
the territories of France. 

To the accufations which made 
up the greater part of the remain- 
der of the manifefto, refpecting the 
detention or capture of merchant 
tfhips, or the violation of ttrritory 
therein mentioned, it is tufficient 
to reply, that in every cafe of fuch 
a nature which has been brought 
to the knowledge of the Britith go- 
verninent, the moft effectual mea- 
fures have been inftantly taken for 
inftituting inquiry into the parti- 
culars of the tranfa¢tion, for col- 
lecting the proofs neceflary to af- 
certain the faét on which the 
charge was founded, and for fub- 
mitting the whole to that regular 
courte of proceeding in which juf- 
tice is to be readered in thefe cafes, 
according to the eftablifhed practice 
throughout Europe, and to the ex- 
prefs ipulations of the treaties be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, 

Amidfit the wide and compli- 
cated operations of a naval war, 
extended over every quarter of the 
globe, it is not improbable that fome 
diforders and irregularities may 
have taken place, which the utmoft 
vigilance of the government could 
not immediately difcover or re- 
prefs; and that in the exercife of 
the undoubted right of a power at 
war, to fearch out and feize the 
property of the enemy, the rights 
of neutral nations may, in fome 
inftances, have been unintentionally 
expofed 
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expofed to temporary moleftation. 
The fame obfervation was not lefs 
applicable to Spain in her war with 
France; and the fhort interval that 
has elapfed fince her declaration 
againft Great Britain has amply 
fhewn that fimilar complaints will 
arife from her conduét in the pre- 
fent war. 

The utmoft that can be demand- 
ed in fuch cafes af a power at war, 
is, that it fhould fhew itfelf ready 
on al! occafions to liften to the re- 
monftrances and reclamations of 
thofe whom it may have aggrieved, 
and prompt and expeditious in re- 
drefiing their miuries, and in re- 
ftoring their property: and to the 
readineis of the Britifh government 
ro fulfil thefe duties, in every cafe 
where they have been called upon 
to do fo, even Spain herfeif may 
fafely be called to bear witnefs. 
Nor would it be eafy to cite a 
more ftriking proof of the friendly 
difpofition of the king's govern- 
mieit, and of the particular atten- 
tion manifefted towards the rights 
and interefts of Spain, than arifes 
from an impartial examination of 
the detail of what has paffed on this 
fubieét. It will be found that the 
caufes of complaints, whether well 
or ill-founded, which have been 
brought forward, are much fewer 
than ever have occurred within the 
fame period in former times. And 
the court of Spain, when called 
upon to fpecify particulars on this 
head, is obliged to have recourfe 
to an allegation of the depredations 
of Corfican privateers, 

There remains but one ground 
upon which the court of Spain pre- 
tends to account to the world for 
the rath and perfidious ftep which 
it has taken in declaring war againtt 
England, apd to excufe to Europe 
the calamities which cannot fail to 
refult from fuch a meaiure; the 
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fuppofed decree of arreft afferted to 
have been iffued againtt the Spanith 
ambaffador at the court of London 
The faé, to which this relates. 
muft have been grofsly miflaken 
before it could be made to appear, 
even in the eyes of Spain, a fit nee 
tive for the flighteft reprefentationg 
or complaint, much more a jufti, 
fiable caufe of war between the 
two kingdoms. 

By the ftrefs which is laid upon 
this tranfaction, who is there that 
would not be led to imagine that 
the law-fuit commenced againft the 
Spanifh ambaflador was attended 
with fome peculiar circumftances 
of perfonal indignity? That the 
refult was intentional, and origi. 
nated with the Britith government? 
or that, on being apprifed of the 
offence, the court of London had 
fhewn fome unwillingnefs or delay 
in proceeding to the profecution of 
the parties concerned in it? 

Who but would be attonithed te 
learn that the procefs itfelf was no 
more than a fimple citation to ane 
fwer at law for a debt demanded? 
that the fuing this procefs was the 
miftaken aét of an individual, who 
was immediately difavowed by the 
government, and ordered to be 
profecuted for his conduct, and 
who made (but made in vain) re 
peated and fubmiffive applications 
to the Spanith ambaffador for for- 
givenefs and interference on his 
behalf ? that cafes of the fame na- 
ture have frequently arifen in Eng. 
land frem the ignorance of in i- 
viduals, and from the ready appeal 
to the laws which the hoppy con- 
ftitution of the country admits and 
authorizes, without the previous 
intervention or knowledge of any 
branch of the executive govern- 
ment; and (hat in al! fimilar cafes, 
and particularly in one which had 
occurred only a few weeks before, 
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‘fely the fame meafnres . have 
oo purfued by the government to 
vindicate the privileges of foreign 
minifters, and have uniformly, and 
without exception, been accepted 
gs completely adequate to that ob- 
jee, and fatisfa¢tory to the dignity 
and honour of the fovereign whom 
the cafe concerned ? 

Such then are the frivolous mo- 
tives, and pretended wrongs, which 
Spain has chofen to aflign as the 
juttification of her declaration of 
war againft Great Britain. Such 
are the topics of complaint upon 
which his majefty has repeatedly 
offered the moft unequivocal ex- 
planation ; upon which he has long 
and earneftly endeavoured to per- 
fuade the court of Madrid to enter 
into a full and amicable ditcuffion, 
for the purpofe of averting from his 
own fubjects, from thofe of his 
catholic majefty, and from Europe, 
the extremities of war. 

When upon grounds of fuch a 
nature, and with the offer of nego- 
tiation repeatedly prefented to its 
choice, a power has wilfully and 
wantonly chofen a war, in which 
its profperity, its happinefs, and its 
fafety, are hazarded, and in which 
it will have as much to fear from 
the fuccefs of its allies, as from that 
of its enemies—it furely is not too 
much to prefume, that, even in its 
own eyes, that power is not juftified 
for the proceeding which it adopt- 
ed, and that there muft be fome 
unafigned motive of irrefiftible ne- 
ceflitv, which induces it to purfue 
meafures alike inconfiftent with its 
intereft and with its honour. 

_ It will be plain to all pofterity— 
itis now notorious to Europe, that 
Meitner to the genuine withes, nor 
even to the miftaken policy of 
Spain, her prefent conduét is to be 
attributed ; that not from enmity 
towards Great Britain, not from any 
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refentment of paft or apprehenfion 
of future injuries, but from a blind 
fubferviency to the views of his 
majetty’s enemies, from the domi. 
nion ufurped over her councils and 
actions by her new allies, fhe has 
been compelled to act in a quarrel, 
and for interefts, not her own: to 
take up arms againft one of thofe 
powers in whofe caufe fhe has pro- 
feffed to feel the ftrongeft interett ; 
and even to menace with hoftility 
another, againft whom no caufe of 
complaint is pretended, except its 
honourable and faithful adherence 
to its engagements. 

Under thefe circumftances, his 
majefty forbears to enumerate the 
feveral grounds of juft complaint 
which he has had occafion, on his 
part, to prefer to the court of Ma- 
drid, fince the conclufion of the 
peace between France and Spain; 
the many and grofs inftances of 
unjuft partiality towards his ene- 
mies, of undue protection afforded 
to their fhips, and of injuries com- 
mitted, and allowed to be com. 
mitted, on thofe of his majefty and 
his fubjeéts. 

Contident of having acquitted 
himfelf to the world of any fhare 
in originating the prefent war, he 
finds in the manifeft and unpro- 
voked aggreflion of the enemy, a 
fufficient caufe for calling forth the 
refources of his kingdoms, and the 
{pirit of his fubjeéts; and he com- 
mits to the Divine Providence the 
iffue of a conteft, which it was to 
the laft moment his earneft endea- 
vour to avoid, and which he now 
ardently defires to bring to a {pee- 
dy and honourable termination, ~ 





Note tranfmitted to M. Barthelemy, 
Ambajador from the French Re- 
public to the Helvetic Body, by 

Mr. 
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Rr. Wickham, hee Rr: 'f annic Ma- 
Jjehy'sM inifler Plen: poteniiary fo the 
Swi/s Cantons, March 8, 1796. 


The underfigned, his Britannic 
majeity’s mini fter plenipotentiary 
to the Swifs Cantons, is authorized 
to convey to monfieur rthelemy 
the defire of his court to be.made 
acquainted, through him, w ith the 
difpofitions of France in regard to 
the object of a general pacification. 
He therefore requefts monfieur Bar- 
thelemy to tranfmit to. him in wri- 
ting (and after having made the 
neceflary inquiries) his anfwer to 
the following ag ruegeeh 

tr. Is there the difpofition in 
France to open a negor jation with 
his majefty and his allies for the re- 
eftablifhment of a general peace, 
upon juft and fuitable terms, by 
fending for that purpofe minifters 
toa congrefs 5, at fuch place as may 
hereafter be agreed upon ; 

2. Wouldthere be the d i{pofition 
te communicate to the underGeued 
the general grounds of a 
tion, fuch as France would be 
willing to propofe; in order that 
his majetty and his allies might 
thereupon examine in concert, w he - 
ther thev are fuch as might ferve 
os the foundation of a nevotiation 
tor peace ? : 

3. Or would there bea delire to 
propote anv other wav whatever, 
for arrivi ww at the lame end, that 
ol a ge neral pacification ¢ 

The undertigned is authorized to 
receive irom monheur Barth: lemy 
the anfwers to thefe queitions, and 
to tranfimit them to his court; but 
he is not authorized to enter with 
him into negotiation or diicuffion 
pon thele fulyects 


(Stuned) \\ . WicKHAM. 


acinca- 


Be Me, March 8. 1 
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juft, honourable, 
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Note tranfmitted to Mr. Wickham é 
W. Barthelemy, May ch »6 | ' 
ail, » Ma c4 20, 1796, 
The underfigne d, ambaffador of 
the French republi ic to the Helv etl 
hod Ys has tranf{mitted to the exe. 
cutive direto: y the note which 


Mr. Wickh am, his Brit tannic m 


. . . _. — —, 
jeity’s minifter plenipotentiary to 
the Swifs Cantons, was pl eated to 


convey to him, dated the 8th of 
March. He has it in co mmand to 
an{wer it by an expofition of the 
fentiments and difpotitions of the 
executive directory, 

The directory ardently defires to 
procure for the French republic a 
rnd folid peace, 
The ftep taken by Mr. Wickham 
would he ave afforded to the directory 
areal fatisfaction, if the declaration 
itfelf which that minifter makes of 
his not having any order, any power 
to negotiate, ‘did nol give room to 
doubt of the fincerit V ‘of the pacific 
intentions of his court. In fa@, 
if it were true that England began 
to know her real interetts; that the 
withed to open again for herfelf 
the fources of abundance and pro- 
{perity; if fhe fought for peace with 
good faith, would fhe propofe a 
congrefs, of which the neceflary 
refult muft be, to render all nego- 
tiation en lets ? Or would the 
confine herfelf to the afking, in a 
vague manner, that the French go- 
vernment fhould point out any 
other way whatever, for attaining 
the fame object, that of a general 
pacification ? 

Is it that this ftep has had no 
ether objet than to obt: ain for the 
Britifh government the fav -ourable 
impreilion which always accom- 
panies the firit overtures ‘for peace? 
May it not have been accompanied 
with the hope that they would pro- 
duce no effect ? 

However that may be, the exe 
cutive 
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cutive directory, whofe policy has 
no other guides than opennets and 
faith, will follow, in its ex- 
tions, a conduct which fhall 
wholly conformable to them. 
fielding to the ardent defire by 
which it is animated, to procure 
ce for the French republic, and 
for all nations, it will not fear to 
declare itfelf openly. Charged by 
the conftitution with the execution 
of the laws, it cannot make, or 
liten to any propofal that would 
be contrary to them. The con- 
ftitutional aét does not permit it to 
confent to any alienation of that, 
which, according to the exifting 
laws, conftitutes che territory of the 
republic. 

With refpe& to the countries 
occupied by the French armies, 
and which have not been united to 
France, they, as well as other in- 
terefts political and commercial, 
may become the fubject of a nego- 
ation, which will prefent to tile 
direfory the means of proving how 
much it defires to attain fpeedily to 
a happy pacification. 

The directory is ready to reccive, 
in this ref{pect, any overtures that 
fhall be juft, reafonable, and com- 
patible with the dignity of the re- 


public, 
(Signed) 


Balle, the 6th of Germinal, the fe urth 
Year of the French Republic (26th 


of March, 1796). 


BaRTHELEMY. 





, ° - 

Note, publified by the Court of London, 
Gi @ Gomment on the above Corrs 
re/ponacuce, 


The court of London has re- 
etived from its minifter in Swit- 
zeriand the anfwer made to the 
Qucitions which he had been 
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charged to propofe to monfieur 
Barthelemy, in refpeét to the open- 
ing of a negotiation for the re-efta- 
blithing of general tranquillity. 

This court has feen, with regret, 
how far the tone and fpirit of that 
anf{wer, the nature and extent of the 
demands whichit contains, and the 
manner of announcing them, arg 
remote from any difpofition for 
peace, 

The inadmiffible pretenfion is 
there avowed of appropriating to 
France all that the laws aétuaily 
exifting there may have comprifed 
under the denomination of French 
territory. To a demand fuch as 
this, is added an expre(s declara- 
tion, that no propofal contrary to 
it will be made, or even liftened to. 
And even this, under the pretence 
of an internal regulation, the pro- 
vifions of whichare wholly foreign 
to all other nations, 

While thefe difpofitions fhall be 
perfifted in, nothing is left for the 
king, but to profecutea war equally 
juft and necefary. 

Whenever his enemies fhall ma- 
nifeft more pacific fentiments, his 
majefty will, at all times, be eager 
to concur in them, by lending him- 
feilf, in concert with his allies, to 

fuch meafures as fhall be beit 
calculated to re-eftablith general 
tranquillity on conditions juft, 
honourabie, and permanent, either 
bv the etiabliihment of a congré {s, 
wich has been fo often and-fo 
happily the means of reltoripg 
peace to Europe, or by a prelimi- 
uary difcullion of the principles 
which may be propofed, on either 
fide, as a foundation of a general 
pacification; or laftly, by an iin- 
partial examination of any other 
way which may be pointed out to 
him for arriving at the fame falu- 
tary end, 

Downing -firect, April 40, 1796. 


Offic ial 
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Offcial Corre/pondence, publified by 
the Britifa. Government, relative to 
the Negotiation for Peace between 
the French Republic and Great 
Britain. 

No. 1. 
Srr, 

In obedience to the orders of the 
king, my mafter, I have the ho- 
nour to tranfmit to you the en- 
clofed note, and to requeft of you 
@hat you wil) forward it to his 
Danith majefty’s minitter at Paris, 
to be by him communicated to the 
executive directory. 

The fentiments of your court are 
too well known to the king to ad- 
mit of his majefty’s entertaining 
any doubt of the fatisfaction with 
which his Danifh majefty will fee 
the intervention of his minifters 
employed on fuch an occafion, or 
of the earneftnefs with which you, 
fir, will concur in a meafure which 
has for its object the re-eftablifh- 
ment of peace. 

I have the .onour to be, with 
the moft perfeét confiderauion, 

Sir, 
Your moft humble, 
And moft obedient fervant, 
GRENVILLE. 
Zo the Count Wedel Farlferg, 
Se. Se. Se. 


No. 2. 
NOTE. 

His Britannic majefty, animated 
with the fame defire, which he has 
already manitefted, to terminate, 
by juft, honourable, and perma- 
nent conditions of peace, a war 
which has extended itfelf through- 
out all parts of the world, is wiil- 
ing to omit nothing on his part 
which may contribute to this object. 

It is with this view that he has 
thought it proper to avail himfelf 
of the confidential intervention of 
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the minifters of a neutral pow 

to demand of the executive direc’ 
tory paflports for a perfon of tam 
fidence whom his majefty would 
fend to Paris with a commiftion to 
difcufs, with the government there 
all the means the moft proper to 
produce fo defirable an end. . 

And his majefty is perfuaded 
that he fhall receive, without de. 
lay, through the fame channel, g 
fatisfactory anfwer to this demand 
which cannot fail to place in a ftilj 
clearer light the juft and pacific 
difpofitions which he entertains jn 
common with his allies. 

ae GRENVILLE. 
Wefiminfler, Sept. 6, 1796. 
No. 3. 
My Lorp, 

I have the honour to inform 
your excellency, that the note ad. 
drefled to the executive direfory 
of France, ‘in date of the 6th of 
the prefent month, was tranfmitted 
by Mr. Koenemann, chargé d’'af- 
faires of his Danifty majetty, to 
Mr. Delacroix, miyifter for foreign 
affairs at Paris, who promifed that 
an anfwer fhould be returned to it 
after it had been fubmitted to the 
confideration of the government. 
Three days having eclapfed in ex 
pectation of this aniwer, Mr. Koe- 
nemann went a fecond time to the 
minifter abovementioned, whe 
gave him to underftand, that the 
executive directory had not pet- 
mitted him to return an anfwer in 
writing, but that he was direéed 
to exprefs himfelf verbally to this 
effect : 

“ That the executive direory 
of the French republic would not 
for the future, receive or aniwet 
any overtures or confidential papers 
tranfmitted through any interme- 
diate channel from the enemies of 


the republic; but that if they 
would 
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would fend perfons furnifhed with 
full powers and official papers, 
thefe might, upon the frontiers, 
demand the pailports neceflary for 
ing to Paris.’’ 
I have the honour to be, with the 
moft perfect refpect, 
My Lord, 
Your excellency’s moft humble, 
And moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) 
Comre DE WeEDEL JARLSBERG. 
London, Sept. 3, 1799. 
No. 4. 
Sin, Paris, Sept. 19, 1796. 
I was indifpofed at my country 
houfe when your excellency’s cou- 
rier brought me the letters which 
your excellency did me the ho- 
nour to write to me on the 7th in- 
ftant, together with the note of 
lord Grenville inclofed therein. I 
fet off for Paris on the following 
day, where, after demanding an 
audience of citizen Delacroix, ini- 
nifter for foreign affairs, 1 pre- 
fented the note abovementioned, 
accompanied with another in my 
own name, in which 1 explained 
the motives that had induced me 
to undertake a meafure for which 
Thad no authority from my court. 
He promifed to fubmit the two 
Notes to the infpection of the go- 
Verament, and to return me an 
anfwer immediately. Having wait- 
ed for three days without receiv- 
ing an anfwer, I went a fecond 
time to wait upon the minifter, 
who, in a very dry tone, informed 
me, that the executive direftory 
had not permitted him to return 
an aniwer in writing, but that he 
Was directed to expreis himfelf ver- 
baliy to this effea : 
“ That the executive directory 
of the French Republic would not, 
for the future, receive or anfwer 
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any confidential overtures or papers 
tranfmitted through any interme. 
diate channel from the enemies of 
the republic; but that if they 
would fend perfons furnifhed with 
full powers and official papers, thefe 
might, upon the frontiers, demand 
the paflports neceffary for proceed- 
ing to Paris.” 

‘Such, fir, is the refult of a mea- 
fure which I have taken at your 
requeft. I with, for the fake of 
humanity, that we may meet with 
better fuccefs at fome future period; 
but I fear that this period is ftill 
at a great diftance. 


I have the honour to be, with 


refpectful attachment, 
Sir, 
Your excellency’s moft humble, 
And moft obedient fervant, 
KoENEMANN. 
Jo his Excellency the Count Wedel 
Jarlfoerg, Se. Ge. Ge. 
No. 6. 
NOTE, 

In demanding of the executive 
directory of the French Republic, 
throu¢h the intervention of the 
miniiters of a neutral power, a 
patiport for a confidential perfon 
to be fent to Paris, the court of 
London accompanied this demand 
with the exprefs declaration, that 
this perfon thould be commifioned 
to difcufs with the government all 
the means the moft proper for con- 
ducing to the re-eftablifhment of 
peace. 

The king, perfevering in the fame 
fentiments, which he has already 
fo unequivocally declared, will not 
leave to his enemies the fmallett 
pretext for eluding a difcuffion, 
the refult of which will neceffarily 
ferve either to produce the hap- 
pinefs of fo many hations, or at 
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leaft to render evident. the views 
and difpofitions of thofe who op- 
pofe themfelves to it. 

It is therefore in purfuance of 
thefe fentiments, that the under- 
figned is charged to declare, that 
as foon as the executive directory 
fhall think proper to tranfmit to 
the underfigned the neceflary paff- 
ports of which he, by this note, 
renews the demand already made) 
bis Britannic majefty will fend to 
Paris a perfon furnifhed with full 
powers, and official inftructions, to 
negotiate with the executive di- 
rectory on the means of terminat- 
ing the prefent war, by a pacifica- 
tion juit, honourable, and folid, 
calculated to reftore repofe to Eu- 
rope, and to enfure, for the time to 
come, the general tranquillity. 

(Signed ) GRENVILLE. 

Wefim after, Sept. 275 1796. 

To the Minifer for Foreign Affairs, 
ail 


ay is . 
No. 6. 

T have the honour to tranfmit 
to lord Grenville a copy of the 
decree of the executive directory 
of the French Republic, in anfwer 
to his note of the 27th Septem- 
ber, 1796, (QO. S.) 

He willthere fee a proof of the 
earnett defire of the French go- 
vernment to profit of the overture 
that is made to them, in the hope 
that it may lead to peace with th 
government of Ingland. 

I have the honour to fend him, 
at the fame time, the paffports re- 
quired for the minifter plenipoten- 
tiary, whom his Britannic majefty 
propotes to name to treat; and I 
requeit lord Grenville: to accept 
the affurance of my perfonal wifhes 
for the juccefs of this negotiation, 


# Sic Orig. 
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as well as that of my moft 

confideration, 4 = 
(Signed) Cu. Deracroty. 
arts, It Vendemiaire, Sth year 


of the French Republic. 





No, > 
i >. 
Extra& from the Regifter of the De 
crees of the Executiv: Direéiory, 
. ’ , = . , 
Tie gth F endemiaire, $/4 year of the 
Sea Republic, one and indivifi. 
i€e 


The executive diretory, upon 
confideration of the note addrefled 
to the minitter for foreign affairs 
by lord Grenville, dated Septem. 
ber 27, 1796, wifhing to give a 
proof of the defire which it enters 
tains to make peace with England, 
decrees as follows: 

The minifter for foreign affairs 
is charged to deliver the neceflary 
paffports to the envoy of England, 
who fhall be furnithed with full 
powers, not only for preparing and 
negotiating the peace between the 
French republic and that power, 
but for concluding it definitively 
between them. 

True copy. 
(Signed) L. M. Revertrere 
Lepreavux, prefident. 
By the executive directory. 
For the fecretary general. 
(Signed) Le Tournewte 
Certified true copy. 
The minifter for foreign affairs, 
Cu. DeLacnolx, 

By the minifter. 

J. Girauper, fec. gens 





No. 7.* 

Lord Malmefbury, who is ap 
pointed by the king to treat with 
the French government for a jut 
and equitable peace, calculated to 


reftore 
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geftore peace to Europe, and to en- 
fure the public tranquillity for the 
time to come, will have the honour 
of delivering this letter from me to 
M. Delacroix. 

The diftinguifhed rank and me- 
fit of the minifter of whom his 
majefty has made choice on this 
occafion, makes it unneceflary for 
me to fay any thing in his recom- 
mendation; at the fame time that 
it furnifhes a freth proof of the de- 
fire of his majefty to contribute to 
the fuccefs of this negotiation : for 
“which object I entertain the moft 
fanguine wifhes. 

Monfieur Delacroix will have 
the goodnefs to accept from me the 
affurance of my mott perfect con- 
fideration. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Wefiminjler, OMober 13, 1796. 

Jo the Minifier of Foreign Affairs, at 
aris. 





No. 8. 

Lord Malmefbury, named by his 
Britannic majefty as his plenipo- 
tentiary to the French republic, has 
the honour to announce, by his fe- 
cretary, to the minifter for foreign 
affairs, his arrival at Paris; and to 
requeft of him, at the fame time, 
to be fo good as to appoint the 
hour at which he may wait upon 
him, for the purpofe of commu- 
hicating to him the object of his 
milion. 

Paris, Ofober 22, 17096. 

Zo the Minifer for Foreign Affairs. 
No. 9. 

The minifter for foreign affairs 
learns with fatisfaction the arrival 
of lord Malmefbury, plenipoten- 
tary of his Britannic majefty. 
He will have the honour to receive 
him to-morrow at eleven o’clock 
in the morning, or at any later 
bour that may {uit him, tll two 


"ov 
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o'clock. He hopes that lord 

Malmefbury will forgive him for 

thus limiting the time, on account 

of the nature and the multiplicity 
of his occupations. 
1ff Brumaire, An 5. (Ofober 22, 
1796.) 

To Lord Malmcfoury, Minifier Pleni- 
potentiary from his Britannic Ma- 
jefy to the French Repubiic, at Pa- 
Tis. 


No. 10. 


Lord Malmefbury has the ho- 
nour to thank the minifter for 
foreign affairs for the obliging an- 
fwer which he has juft reccived 
from bim. 

He accepts with pleafure the firft 
moment propofed, and will wait 
upon him to-morrow morning, at 
eleven o’clock precifely. 

Paris, O&. 22. 

To the Minifter for Foreign Affairs. 


No. 11. . 


The minifter for foreign affairs 
has the honour to apprize lord 
Malmetbury, commiilioner pleni- 
potentiary of his Britannic majetty, 
that he has received from the exe- 
cutive directory the neceflary pow- 
ers for negotiating and concluding 
peace between the republic and his 
majefty. 

To-morrow, if lord Malmefbury 
pleafes, the refpective powers fhall 
be exchanged. The minifter for 
foreign affairs will then be ready to 
receive the propofitions, which lord 
Malmefbury. is commiflioned to 
make to the republic on the part 
of his Britannic majefty. 

The minifter for foreign affairs 
requeits lord Malmefbury to ac- 
cept the affurances of his high confi- 
deration. 

(Signed) Cu. Deracrorx. 
2 Brumaire, An §. (Od. 23, 1796.) 
' | 
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No. 12. 

Lord Malmefbury has the ho- 
nour to prefent his acknowledge- 
‘ments to the minitter for foreign 
affairs for the communication which 
he has juft made to him, and he 
will have the honour to wait upon 
him to-morrow, at the hour which 
he fhall have the goodnefs to ap- 
point, to receive the copy of the 
full powers with which he is fur- 
nifhed on the part of the executive 
direftory ; and as foon as they fhall 
have been exchanged, he will be 
ready to commence the negotiation 
with which he is charged. 

He reqguefis the minifter for 
foreign affairs to accept the aflur- 
ances of his high confideration. 

~ (Signed) MatMESBURY. 


Paris, 02, 23d, 1796. 


——- 


No 1%. 
Extraf from the Reg:fer of the De- 
erces of the Executive Dirediory. 

2 Brusaire, (24 O8.) Sth year 
of te French Republic, one and ind:- 
viftile. 

The executive directory, after 
having heard the report of the mi- 
nifter for foreign affairs — 

The citizen Charles Delacroix, 
minifter for foreign attairs, is charg- 
ed to negotiate with lord Malmet- 
bury, comimiflioner plenipotentiary 
of his Britannic majefiy, furnithed 
with full powers to prepare and 
negotiate peace between the French 
republic and that power, and to 
conclude it definitively between 
them. The direétorv gives to the 
faid miniter all powers neceflary 
for concluding and figning the 
treaty of peace to take place be- 
tween the repubic and his Britan- 
nic maictty. He fhall conform 
himfelf to the inftructions which 
fhall be given him. He fhall ren- 
der a regylar account, from time 
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to time, of the progrefs and of the 
iffue of the negotiation. : 

The prefent decree fhall not be 
printed at this time. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) L. R. REVEILiere Lee 
PEAUX. . 
By the executive direfory, 

” The fecretary general, 

(Signed) 

Copy. 

The minifter for foreign affairs, 
(Signed) Cu. Deracrorx, 

By the minifter. 

(L.'S.) T. Girauper, fee, gen, 


La Garp, 


—— ee 
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MEMORIAL. 


His Britannic majefty defiring, 
as he has already declared, to con- 
tribute, as far as depends on him, 
to the re-eftablifhment of pubhe 
tranquillity, and to enfure, by the 
means of juft, honourable, and fo. 
lid conditions of peace, the future 
repofe of Europe ; his majefty is of 
opinion, that the beft means of at- 
taining, with all poffible expedi- 
tion, that falutary end, will be to 
agree, at the beginning of the ne- 
gotiation, on the general princi 
ple which fhall ferve as a bafis for 
the definitive arrangements. 

The firft objet of negotiations 
for peace generally relates to the 
reftriftions and cefions which the 
refpective parties have mutually to 
demand, in’ confequence of the 
évents of war. 

Great Britain, from the uninter- 
rupted fuccefs of her naval war, 
finds herfelf in a fituation to haye 
no reftitution to demand of France, 
from which, on the contrary, the 
has taken eftablifiments and © 
lonies of the higheft importance, 
and of a value almoft incalcul- 
ble. But, 








PUBLIC 


But, on the other hand, France 
has made, on the continent of 
Europe, conquefts to which his 
majefty can be the lefs indifferent, 
as the moit important intere {ts of 
his pedple, and the moft facred 
engagements of his crown, are ef- 
fentially implicated therein, 

The magnanimity of the king, 
bis inviolable good taith, and bis 
defire to reftore repofe to fo many 
nations, induce him to confider 
thi. fituation of affairs as affording 
the means of procuring for all the 
belligerent powers juft and equita- 
ble terms of peace, and fuch as 
are calculated to enfure for the 
time to come the general tran- 
quillity. 

It is on this footing, then, that 
he purpofes to negotiate, by offer- 
ing to make compentation§ to 
France, by proportionab e reftitu- 
tions, for thofe arrangements to 
which fhe will be called upon to 
confent, in order to faristy the jut 
demands of the king’s allies, and 
to preferve the political balance of 
Euroje. 

Having made this firft overture, 
his najelty will, in the fequel, ex- 
plain thimflf more particularly on 
the application of this principle to 
the different objets which may 
be difcuiled between the ref{pective 
parties. 

Ii is this application which will 
Conftitute the fubjeét of thofe dif- 
cuffions, into which his majefty has 
authorized his minifter to enter, as 

90n as the principle to be adopt- 
ed as the general bafis of the nego- 
tiation is known. 

But his majefty cannot omit to 
declare, that if this generous and 
equitable offer fhould not be ac- 
cepted, or if, unfortus ately, the 

licuffons which may enfue, fhould 
fa'| to produce the defired effect, 
hether this general propoficion, 
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nor thofe more detailed which may 
refult from it, can be regarded, in 
any cafe, as points —— upon oft 
admitted by his majelty. 

(Signed) Masmespury, 
minifter plenipotentiary from his 
Britannic majefty. 

Paris, O&. 24, 1796. 


_—- I 
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No. 15. 

Extrad from the Regifter of the Deli- 
berations of the Rxecutive Direcs 
tory. 

Paris, § Brumaise, ¢th year of the 

Republic, one and ind wifidle 

The executive directory orders 
the minifter for foreign affairs to 
make the following anfwer to lord 
‘Malmetbury : 

The executive direGtory fees with 
pain, that at the moment when it 
had reafon to hope for the fpeedy 
return of peace between the French 
republic and his Britannic majefty, 
the propofal of lord Malmefbury 
offers notlying but dilatory or very 
diftant means of bringing the ne- 
gotiation to a conclufion, 

The direétory obferves, that if 
lord Malmefbury would have a- 
greed to treat feparately, as he was 
formally authorized by the tenour 
of his credentials, the negotiations 
might have been confiderably a- 
bridged; tha¢ the neceflity of ba- 
lancing with the interefis of the 
two powers thofe of the allies of 
Great Britain, multiplies the com- 
binations, increafes the difficulties, 
tends to the formation of a con- 
erefs, the forms of which, it is 
known, are always tardy, and re- 
quires the acceflion of powers 
which hitherto have difilayed no 
defire of accommodation, and have 
not given to lord Malmetbury him- 
felf, according to his own decla- 
ration, any power to flipulate for 
them. 

Thus, without prejudging the 
(1 2) intentjans 
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intentions of lord Malmetbury ; 
without drawing any conclufion 
from the circumftance of his de- 
glaration not appearing to accord 
with his credentials; without fup- 
pofing that he has received any fe- 
cret inftruétions which would de- 
ftroy the effect of his offenfible 
powers; without pretending, in 
fhort, to affert, that the Britith go- 
vernment have had a double ob- 
ject in view —to prevent, by gene- 
ral propofitions, the partial pro- 
pofitions of other powers, and to 
obtain from the people of England 
the means of continuing the war, 
by throwing upon the republic the 
odium of delay occafioned by them- 
felves; the executive directory can- 
not but perceive, that the propofi- 
tion of lord Malmefbury is nothing 
more than a renewal, under more 
amicable forms, of the propofitions 
made laft year by Mr. Wickham, 
and that it prefents but a diftant 
hope of peace. 

The executive directory farther 
obferves, with regard to the princi- 
pie of retroceflions advanced by 
lord Malmefhury, that fuch a prin- 
ciple, prefented in a vague and 
ifolated manner, cannot terve as 
the bafis of negotiation ; that the 
firft points of confideration are, the 
common neceility of a jult and fo- 
lid peace, the political equilibrium 
which abfolute retrocetlions might 
deftroy, and then the means which 
the belligerent powers may poflefs 
— the one to retain conquefts made 
at a time when it was fupported by 
a great number of allies, now de- 
tached from the coalition; and the 
other, to recover them at a time 
when thofe who were at firft its 
enemies, have, almoit all, become 
either its allies, or at lealt neuter. 

Neverthelefs, the executive di- 
rectory, animated with an ardent 
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defire of putting a ftop to the 
fcourge of war, and to prove that 
they will not reject any means of 
reconciliation, declares, that as foon 
as lord Malmefbury flrall exhibit to 
the minifter for foreign affairs fuf. 
ficient powers, from the allies of 
Great Britain, for flipulating for 
their refpective interefts, accompa. 
nied by a promife on their part to 
fubfcribe to whatever fhall be con. 
cluded in their names, the execu. 
tive directory will haften to give 
an anfwer to the {pecific propofi. 
tions which fhall be fubmitted to 
them, and that the difficulties thall 
be removed, as far as may be con. 
fiftent with the fafety and dignity 
of the French republic, 
A true copy. 
(Signed) L. M. Reverzrers Le. 
PEAUX, prefident. 
By the executive direétory. 
(Signed) LaGarpe, fecretary 
general. 
A true copy. 
The minifter for foreign affairs, 
Cu. DeLacroia, 
By the minifter. 
The fecretary general, 
J. Ginaupet, 


————— 


No. 16. 
NOTE. 

The underfigned has not failed to 
tran{mit to his court the anfwenof 
the executive directory to the pro- 
pofals which he was charged to 
make, as an opening to a paciit 
negotiation. 

With regard to the offenfive and 
injurious infinuations which are 
contained in that paper, and which 
are only calculated to throw new 
obfiacles in the way of the accom: 
modation which the French gover® 
ment profefles to defire, the king 
has deemed it far beneath his iy 
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hity to permit an anfwer to be 
made to them on his part in any 
manner whatfoever. 

The progrefs and the refult of 
the negotiation will futticiently 

ve the principles by which it 
will have been direéted on each 
fide; and it is neither by revolting 
reproaches wholly deftitute of foun- 
dation, nor by reciprocal invective, 
that a fincere with to accomplith 
the gredt work of pacification can 
be evinced. ; 

The underfigned ,paffes, there- 
fore, to the firtt object of difcuffion 
brought forward in the anfwer of 
the executive directory ; —that of 
afeparate negotiation, to which it 
has been fuppofed, without the 
{malleft foundation, that the under- 
figned was authorized to accede. 

His full powers, made out in the 
ufual form, give him all neceflary 
authority to negotiate and to con- 
clude the peace; but thefe powers 
prefcribe to him neither the form, 
the nature, nor the conditions of 
the futufe treaty. 

Upon thefe points, he is bound 
to conform himfelf, according to 
the long eftablifhed and received 
cuftom of Europe, to the inftruc- 
tions which he fhall receive from 
his court; and accordingly he did 
not fail to acquaint the minifter 
for foreign affairs, at their firft con- 
ference, that the king his mafter 
had exprefsly enjoined him to liften 
to no propofal tending to feparate 
the intereits of his majefty from 
thofe of his allies. 

There can be no queftion then 
but of a negotiation which fhall 
combine the interefts and preten- 
fons of all the powers who make 
a common caufe with the king in 
the prefent war. 

. In the courfe of fuch a negotia- 
tion, the intervention, or, at leait, 
the participation ef thefe powers, 
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will doubtlefs become abfolutely 
neceflary ; and his majefty hopes te 
find at all times the fame difpofia 
tions to treat, upon a juft and es 
quitable bafis, of which his mas 
jetty, the emperor and king, gaye 
to the French government fo ftrik- 
ing a proof at the very moment of 
the opening of the prefent cams 
paign. : 
But it appears, that the waiting 
for a formal and definitive authority 
on the part of the allies of the king, 
before Great Britain and Frayce 
begin to difcufs, even provifional- 
ly, the principles of the negotias 
tion, would be to create a very 
ufelefs delay, 

A conduct wholly different hag 
been obferved by thofe two powers 
on almott all fimilar occafions; and 
his majefty thinks, that the beft 
proof which they can give, at the 
prefent moment, to all Europe, of 
their mutual defire to put a ftops 
as foon as poflible, to the calami- 
ties of war, would be to fettle, 
without delay, the bafis of a com- 
bined negotiation, inviting, at the 
fame time, their allies to concur in 
it, in the manner the moft proper 
for accelerating the general pacifir 
cation. 

It is with this view that the un- 
derfigned was charged to propofe 
at firit, and at the very commence- 
ment of the negotiation, a princi- 
ple, which the generofity and good 
faiih of his majefty could alone 
dictate to him—that of making 
compenfation to France, by pro- 
portionable reftitutions, for the ar- 
rangements to which fhe will be 
called upon to confent, in order to 
fatisfy the juft pretenfions of the 
king’s allies, and to preferve the 
political balance of Europe. 

The executive directory has not 
explained itfelf in a precife man- 
ner, either as to the acceptance of 
. (I 3) this 





I 


> se. BE ao es 








































oe 


a ao 


(234) FU SL IC 


this princip'e, or as to the changes 
er mod fications which it may de- 
fire to be made in it; nor has it, 
in fhort, propofed any otner prin- 
ciple whatever to anfwer the fame 
end. 

The underfigned, then, has or- 
ders to reeur to’ this point, and to 
demand, on that head, a frank and 
precife explanation, in order to a- 
bridge the delays which muft ne- 
ceffarily refult from the difficalty 
of form which has been ftarted by 
the executive directory. 

He is authorized to add to this 
demand the exprefs declaration, 
that his majefty, in communicating 
to his auguft allies every fucceflive 
ftep- which he may take, relative 
to the objeét of the prefent nego- 
fiation, and in fulfilling, towards 
thefe fovereigus, in the moft ef- 
ficacious manner, all the duties of 
a good and faithful ally, will omit 
nothing on his part, as well to dif- 
pofe them to concur in this nego- 
tiation, by the means the moft pro- 


er to facilitate its progrefs, and 
infure its fuccefs, as toinduee them 
always to perfift in fentiments con- 
formable to the withes which he 
entertains for the return of a ge- 
neral peace, upon jult, honourable, 
and permanent conditions. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY, 
Paris, Noomber 12, 1796. 


No. 17. 

The underfigned is charged, by 
the exective directory, to invite 
you to point out, without the 
finaileft delay, and exprefsiv. the 
objeéts of reciprocal compenfatioa 
which you propofe. 

He is, moreover, charged to de- 
man@ of you, what are the difpo. 
fitions to treat, on ajult and equi- 
table bafis, of which his majeity, 
the emperor and king, gave to the 
French govesnment fo itriking a 
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proof at the very commencement 
of the campaign. The executive 
directory is u: acquainted with jtag 
It was the emperor and king who 

broke the armittice. 
(Signed) Cu. Deracrorx, 
Parts, 22 Brumaive ( Nov. 12) 
54 year of the French Republic, 


No. 18. 

The underfigned does not hef- 
tate a moment to anfwer the two 
queltions which you have been jn- 
ftructed by the executive direfory 
to put to him. 

The memorial prefented this 
morning by the underfigned pro- 
pofes, in exprefs terms, on the part 
of his majefty the king of Great 
Britain, to compenfate France, by 
proportionable reititutions, for the 
arrangements to which fhe will be 
called upon to confent, in order to 
fatisfy the juft pretenfions of the 
King’s alhes, and to preferve the 
political balance of Europe. 

Before the formal acceptation of 
this principle, or the proppfal, on 
the part of the executive directory, 
of fome other principle which 
might equally ferve as the batis of 
a negotiation for a general peace, 
the underfigned cannot be autho 
rized to delignate the objects of re- 
ciproeal compenfation. 

As to the proof of the pacific 
difpoGtion given to the French 
government bv his majefty, the 
emperor and king, at the opening 
of the campaign, the underfigne 
contents himfelf with a reference 
to the following words contained 
in the note of baron d'Egleman, on 
the 4th of June lait. 5 

“ The operations of the war will 
in no wife prevent his imperist 
majefty from being ever ready t 
concur, agreeably to anv form 
negotiation which fhall be adopted, 
in eoncert with the belligerent 
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fowérs, in the difcuffion of pro- 
means for putting a ftop to 
the farther effufion of human 
blood.” 
This note was prefented after 
the armiftice was broken. 
Macmesaury. 


Paris, November 12, 1790. 








No. 19. 

The ‘minifter plenipotentiary of 
his Britartnic majefty requefts the 
minifter for foreign affairs to in- 
form hint, whether he is to tonfi- 
der the official note, which he re- 
ceived from him yefterday even- 
ing, as the anfwer to that which 
lord Malmefbury delivered yefter- 
day nidriiing to the minifter for 
foreign afairs by order of his court. 
He applies for this information, 
that the departure of his courier 
may not be unneceffarily delayed. 

MaALMEsBURY. 

Paris, November 13, 1796. 





No. 20. 

The underfigned, minifter . for 
foreign affairs, declares to lord 
Malmefbury, minifter plenipoten- 
tiary from his Britannic majefty, 
that he is to confider the official 
nete fent to him yefterday as the 
anfwer to that which lord Malmef- 
bury had addreffed to him on the 
morning of the fame day. 

Cuarres Deracrorm. 

23 Brumaire, ¢th year, (Novem- 

ber 13, 1796.) 


| No. 21. 

Lord Malmefbury has juft re- 
teived the anfwer of the minifter 
for foreign aifairs, in which he de- 
Clares that the official note which 
he fent to him yelterday is to be 
tontidered as the anfwer to that 
which lord Malmelbury addreffed 
aa him on the morning of the fame 

ye 
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Lord Malmefbury will tranfinit 
it, this day, to his court, 
Macmessury. 
Paris, Nov. 13, 1796. 





No. 232. 

The underfigned, in reply to 
your fecond note of yelterday, is 
ordered, by the executive direc- 
tory; to declare to you, that he has 
nothing to add to the anfwer which 
has been addfefled to yow. He is 
alfo inftruéted to afk you, whe- 
ther, on each official communica- 
tion which fhall take. place be- 
tween you and him; it will be necef- 
fary for you to fend a courier to 
teceive {pecial inftruétions ? 

Cuaries DELACROIX. 

Paris, 24 Brumaire, (Nov. i4) 

5¢h year. 





No. 23. . 

The underfigned will not fail to 
tranfmit to his court the note which 
he has juft received from the mi- 
nifter of foreign affairs, He de- 
clares likewife, that he fhall di- 
{patch couriers to his court as ofteri 
as the official communications made 
to him may require fpecial in- 
ftructions. 

(Signed) Marmessury, 

Paris, Nov. 14, 1790. 

No. 24. 
NOTE. 

The court of London, having 
been informed of what has paffed 
in confequence of the lait memo- 
tial, delivered, by its order, to the 
minifter for foreign alfairs, does 
not think it neceffary to add any 
thing to the anfwer made by the 
undertigned to the two queftions 
which the directory thought proper 
to addrefs to him. 

That court waits, therefore, and 
with the greateft anxiety, for an 
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explanation of the fentiments of 
the directory, with regard to the 
principle it has propofed as the 
bafis of the negotiation, and the 
adoption of which appeared to be 
the beft means of accelerating the 
progrefs of a difcuflion fo im- 
portant to the happinefs of fo many 
nations. 

The underfigned has, in confe- 
quence, received orders to renew 
the demand of a frank and precife 
anfwer on this point, in order that 
his court may know, with certain- 
ty, whether the directory accepts 
that propofal, or defires to make 
any change or modifications what- 
ever in it; or laftlvy, whether it 
would wifh to propoie any other 
principle that may promote the 
fame end. 

MaLMESBURY. 

Paris, Noveméer 26, 17906 


' 
No. 25. 


In anfwer to the note delivered 
vefterday (6 Frimaire, Nov. 26) by 
lord Malmefbury, the underfigned 
minifterfor foreign affairs is inftruct- 
ed by the directory to obferve, that 
the anfwers made on the sth and 
aod of laft Brumaire contained an 
acknowledgment of ipl 
ol compenfation, 
der to remove every 
farther difcuffion on that point, 
underfigned, in the name <« 
executive directory, now ma a 
formal and pofitive declaration of 
tuch acknowledgment. 

In confequence, lord Makmef- 
bury is again invited to give a 
fpeedy and categorical anfwer to 
the propofal made to him on the 
22d of laft Brumaire, and which 
wis conceived in thefe terms : “the 
underfigned is inftructed by the 
executive directory to invite vou 
to defignate, without the leait de- 
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lay, and exprefsly, the objefts of 

reciprocal —. Which you 
have to propofe.” : 

Cu. Deracrory 

Paris, 7 Frimaire, (Nov. oe 

5m year. “, 


— 
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he underfigned, minifter pleni- 
poténtiary of his Britannic ma. 
jefty, in anfwer to the note dated 
this morning, which was fent to 
him by the minifter for foreign af. 
fairs, haftens to affure him, that he 
will not delay a moment in com. 
municating it to his court, from 
which he muft neceflarily wait for 
further orders, before he can ex. 
plain himfelf upon the important 
points which it contains. 
(Signed) Macmessury, 
Paris, 27th November, 1796. 

No. 27. 

NOTE. 

The underfigned is charged to 
tranimit to the minifter for foreign 
affairs the enclofed memorial, con- 
taining the propofals of his cgurt, 
with refpect to the application of 
the general principle already efta- 
blifhed as the bafis of the negotia- 
tion for peace. 

He will, with the utmoft readi- 
nefs, enter with that minifter into 
every explanation which the fate 
and progrefs of the negotiation will 
allow, and he will not fail to ente 
into the difcuffion of thefe propo- 
fitions, or of any counter-projedt 
which may be tranfmitted to him 
on the part of the executive direc: 
tory, with that franknefs and that 
{pirit of conciliation which cor 
re{pond with the joft and paciic 
intentions of his court. 

(Signed) MaLmespeur?: 

Paris, December 17, 179%. 
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No. 28. 

Confidential Memorial, on the principal 
Objeds of Refiitution, Compen/a- 
tion, and reciprocal Arvan ement. 
The principle, already eftablifh- 

ed as the balis of negotiation, by 
the confent of the two govern- 
ments, is founded on reftitutions 
to be made by his Britannic ma- 
jefty to France, in compenfation 
for the arrangements to which that 
power may confent, in order to fa- 
tisfy the juft pretenfions of the al- 
lies of the king, and to preferve 
the political balance of Europe. 

In order to accomplifh thefe ob- 
je&ts in the manner the moft com- 
plete, and to offer a frefl proof of 
the fincerity of his wifhes for the 
re-eftablifhment of general tran- 
quillity, his majefty would propote, 
that there fhould be given to this 
principle, on each fide, all the lati- 
tude of which it may be fufceptible. 

I, His majefly demands there- 
fore, 

1. The reftitution to his majefty, 
the emperor and king, of all his 
dominions, on the footing of the 
flatus ante bellum. 

2. The re-eftablifhment of peace 
between the Germanic empire and 
France, by a fuitable arrangement 
conformable to the refpective in- 


tere(ts, and the general fafety of 


Europe. This arrangement to be 
negotiated with his imperial ma- 
jetty, as conftitutional head of the 
empire, either by the intervention 
of the king, or immediately, as 
his imperial majefty shall prefer. 

3. The evacuation of Italy by 
the French troops, with an engage- 
ment not to interfere in the inter- 
nal affairs of that country ; which 
fhould be re-eftablifhed, as far as 
potlible, vpon the footing of the 
fiatas ante bellum. 

In the courfe of the negotiation, 
4 more detailed difcuffion may be 
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entered into of the further meafures 
which may be proper to adopt re- 
{pecting the objeéts of thefe three 
articles, in order to the providing 
more effectually for the ‘ties fe- 
curity of the relpective limits or 
poffeffions, and for the maintenance 
of general tranquillity. 

If. With regard to the other al- 
lies of his Britannic majefty, his 
majefty demands, that there be re- 
ferved to her majefty the emprefs 
af all the Ruffias a full and un- 
limited power of taking part in this 
negotiation whenever fhe may 
think fit, or of acceding to the de- 
finitive treaty, and thereby return- 
ing to a ftate of peace with France. 

Ill. His majefty alfo demands, 
that her moft faithful majefty may 
be comprehended in this negotia- 
tion, and may return to a ftate of 
peace with France, without any 
ceffion or burthenfome condition 
on either fide. 

IV. On thefe conditions his mas 
jefty offers to France the entire and 
unreferved reftitution of all the 
conquefts which he has made on 
that power in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, propofing at the fame time 
that a mutual underftanding flrould 
be eftablifhed as to the means of fe- 
curing, for the future, the tran- 
guillity of the two nations, and of 
confolidating, as much as poffible, 
the advantages of their refpective 
pofieflions. His majefty offers, in 
like manner, the reftitution of the 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
and of the fifhery of Newfound- 
land, on the footing of the fatus 
ante bellum. 

But if, in addition to this, his 
majefty were to wave the right give 
en to him by the exprefs ftipula- 
tions of the treaty of Utrecht, of 
oppofing the ceflion of the Spanifh 
part of St. Domingo to France, his 
majefty would then demand, in re- 

turn 
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turn for this conceffion; a ¢om- 
Era which might fecure, at 
eaft in fome degree, the main- 
tenance of the balance of the re- 
{pective pofleffions in that part of 
the world. 

V. In all the cafes of ceffions or 
reftitutions which may eome in 
queftion in the courfe of this nego- 
tiation, there flrould be granted oft 
each fide to all individuals the mott 
unlimited right to withdraw with 
their familics and their property, 
and to fell their land and other 
immoveable poflefions; and ade- 
quate arrangements fhould be alto 
made, in the courfe of this negoti- 
ation, for the removal of ali fe- 
queftrations, and for the fatisfac- 
tion of the juft claims, which in- 
dividuals on either fide may have 
to make upon the refpective go- 
vernments. 


(Signed) 


MaALMESBURY., 


— 
No. 29. 
Confidential Memorial on the Peace 
with Spaia and Holland. 

The allies of France not having 
hitherto exprefled any detire or dif- 
pofition to treat with the king, his 
majefty might have ferborne to 
enter into any detail on their ac- 
count; but in order to avoid any 
delays prejudicial to the great ob- 
ject which the king has iin view, 
and to acceleraie the work of a 
general peate, his maiefiv will no 
refufe to explain himielf in the 
firit inftance ‘on the points which 
concern thofe powers. If then the 
catholic king fhould detire to be 
comprehended in this negouation, 
or to be allowed to accede to the 
definitive treaty, this would meet 
with no obftacic on the part of his 
majetty. Nothing having bitherto 
been conquered by either of the 
two fovereigns from the other, no 
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other point could, at the prefens 
momeént, come into Mirae 

’ nto queftion byt 
that of the re-eftablifiment of 
peace, fimply, and without any re. 
{titution or compenfation what. 
ever, except fuch as might poffia 
bly refult from the application of 
the principle declared at the end of 
the fourth article of the memoria} 
already detivered to the minifter 
tor fortign affairs, 

Burt if, during the negotiation; 
any alteration thould take place 
in the ftate of things in this re. 
fpect, it will then be proper tq 
agree upon the reftitutions and 
compenfations to be made on eack 
fide. 

With regard to the republic of 
the United Provinces, his Britannie 
Majefty, and his allies, find them- 
felves too nearly interefted in the 
political fituation of thofe pro: 
vinces, to be able to confent, in 
her favour, to the re-eftablithment 
of the fatus ante bellum, as with 
ref{pect to territorial pofleffions, un- 
lefs France could, on her party re: 
inftate them, in all r-fpects, in the 
fame political fituation in which 
they f{tood before the war. 

if, at leaft, it were poffible to 
re-eftablifh in thofe provinces; 
agreeably to what is believed to be 
the with of a great majority of the 
inhabitants, their ancient conftitu. 
tion and form of government, his 
mayetty might then be difpoted to 
relax, in their favour, from a very 
confiderable part of the conditions 
on which the prefent ttate of things 
obliges him to infift. 

But if, on the contrary, it is 
with the republic of Holland, in its 
prefent ftate, that their Britannre 
and Imperial mafetties will have 
to treat, thev will feel themfelves 
obliged to teek, ia territorial at- 
quifttions, thofe compentations ene 
that fecurity which fuch a ftate 

4 things 
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things will have rendered indif- 
pentable to them. 
Reftitutions of any kind, in fa- 
your of Holland, could in that 
cafe be admitted in fo far only as 
they fhall be compenfated by ar- 
rangements calculated to contri- 
bute to the fecurity of the Auftrian 
Netherlands. The means of ac- 
complithing this object will be 
found in the ceflions which France 
has exacted in her treaty of peace 
with Holland, and the pofletiion of 
which, by that power, would, in 
anv cafe, be abfolutely incompa- 
tible with the fecurity of the Au- 
firian Netherlands, in the hands of 
his imperial majetty. 

It is on thefe principles that his 
Britannic majefty would be ready 
to treat for the re-eftablifhment of 

eace with the republic of Holland 
in its prefent ftate.— The details 
of fuch a difcuffion mutt necefla- 
rily lead to the confideration of 


what would be due to the in-' 


terefis and the rights of the houfe 
e! Urange. 


No. 30. 
Paris, Dec. 20, 1796. 
My Lorp, 

Mr. Ellis returned here from 
London on Thurfday lait the 1th 
inftant, at five P. M. and delivered 
tome the difpatches, No. r1 and 12, 
with which he was charged by your 
lordfhip. | 

Although nothing can be clearer, 
More ably drawn up, or more fa- 
Usfactory than the inilructions they 
Contain, yet as it was of the lait 
wnportance that I fhould be com- 

detely mafter of the fubject before 

faw the French minitter, 1 de- 
laved alking for a conference ull 
late on Friday evening, with a view 
that it fiould net take place till Sa- 
turday morning. 
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He appointed the hour of eleven 
A. M. on that day, and it was 
near one before we parted, Al. 
tho gh what is faid by M. Dela- 
croix, before he communicated with 
the direétory, cannot be confider- 
ed as officially binding, and pro- 
bably may, in the event, be v 
different from what I fhail hear 
when he fpeaks to me in their 
name; yet, as it is impoflible thev 
fhould not nearly conjeéture the 
nature of the overtures 1 thould 
make, and of courfe be prepared 
in fome degree for them, it is ma- 
terial that your lordthip fhould be 
accurately acquainted with the firtt 
imprefions they appear to make 
on M. Delacroix. 

I prefaced what I had to com- 
municate with faying, that I now 
came authorized to enter with him 
into deliberation upon one of the 
moft important fubjects that per- 
haps ever was brought into difeuf. 
fion:—that, as its magnitude forbad 
all fineffé, excluded ail prevarica- 
tion, fufpended ail prejudices; and, 
that, as I had it in command to {peak 
and aé¢t with freedom and truth, 
{ expected that he, on his part, 
would confider thefe as the only 
means which could or ought to 
be employed, if he wifhed.to fee a 
negotiation, in which the happi- 
nefs of millions was involved, ter- 
minate fuccefslully. That, for 
greater precifion, and with a view 
to be clearly underftood in what I 
was about to propofe, 1 would 
give birn a confidential memorial, 
accompanied by an official note, 
both which, when he had perufed 
them, would {peak for themfelves, 
The memorial contained the con- 
ditions, on the accomplifhment of 
which his majeftvy confidered the 
reftoration of peace to depend. — 
The note was expreflive of his 
majefty’s readinels to eaterintoany 
expla- 













































_ «<F = 


(140) PUBLIC 
explanation required by the direc- 
tory on the fubject; or to receive 
any contre-proet, refting on the 
fame bafis, which the directory 
might be difpofedio give in. That, 


moreover, I did not hefitate de- 


claring. to him, in conformity to 
the principles which I had laid 
down, and from which I certainly 
never fhould depart at any period 
of the negotiation, that I was pre- 
ared to anfwer any queftions, ex- 
plain and elucidate any points on 
which it was poffible to forefee 
that doubts or mifconceptions 
could arife on the confideration 
of thefe papers. And having faid 
thus much, I had only to remark, 
that I believed, in no fimilar ne- 
gotiation’ which had ever taken 
place, any minifter was authorized, 
in the firft inftance, to go fo fully 
into the difcuffion as I now was. — 
That I was fure, neither the truth 
of this remark, nor the manifeft 
conclufion to be drawn from it, 
would efcape M. Delacroix’s ob- 
fervation. 

I then put the two papers into 
hig hands. He began by reading 
the note, on which, of courfe, he 
could only exprefs fatisfaction. — 
After perufing the confidential 
memorial with all the attention it 
deferved, he, after a fhort paufe, 
faid, that it appeared to him to be 
liable to infurmountable objections; 
that it feemed to him to require 
much more than it conceded, and, 
inthe event, not to leave France 
ina fituation of proportional great- 
nefs to the other powers of Europe. 
He faid, the a&t of their conttitn- 
tion, according to the manner in 
which i was interpreted by the bef 
publicifs, (and this phrafe is worthy 
remark) made it impoiiible for the 
republic to do what we required. 
The Auftrian Netherlands were 
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annexed to it; they could not be 
difpofed of without flinging the 
nation into all the confufion which 
muft follow a convocation of the 
primary affemblies: and he {aid 
he was rather furprifed that Great 
Britain fhould bring this forward 
as the governing condition of the 
treaty, fince he thoughit he had, jp 
fome of our late - converfations 
fully explained the nature of their 
conftitution to me. I replied, that 
every thing I had heard from him 
on this point was perfectly in my 
recollection, as it probably was in 
his; that though 1 had liftened to 
him with that attention I always 
afforded to every thing he faid, yet 
I had never made him any fort of 
reply, and had neither admitted 
nor controverted this opinion: that 
although I believed I could eafily 
difprove this opinion from the {pis 
rit of the French conftitution itfelf, 
yet the difcuflion of that conftitu. 
tion was perfectly foreign to the 
object of my miflion; fince, even 
allowing his two pofitions, viz. that 
the retroceflion of the Auftrian 
Netherlands was incompatible with 
their laws, and that we ouglit to 
have known that beforehand, yet 
that there exifted a droit public in 
Eurgpe paramount to any droit 
public they might think proper to 
eftablifh within their own domi- 
nions; and that if their conftitu- 
tion was publicly known, the trea 
ties exifting between his majefty 
and the emperor were at leaft equally 
public; and in thefe it was clearly 
and diftinétly announced, that the 
contratting partiesteciprocally pro- 
mife not to lav down their arms 
without the reftitution ofall the do- 
minions, territories, &c. which may 
have belonged to either of them be- 
fore the war. That the date of 
this ftipulation was previous [0 
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their annexing the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands to France; and the no- 
toriety of this ought, at the very 
moment when they had pafled that 
law, to have convinced them, that, 
if adhered to, it mutt prove an in- 
{urmountable ebitacle to peace. I 
applied his maxim to the Welft- 
India iflands, and to the fettlements 
in the Eaft Indies; and afked him, 
whether it was expected that we 
were to wave our right of pofleffion, 
and be required {till to confider 
them as integral parts of the French 
republic which muft be reftored, 
and on which no value was to be 
fet in the balance of compenfation ? 
I alfo ftated the poffible cafe of 
France having loft part of what the 
deemed her integral dominions, in- 
ftead of having added to them, in the 
courfe of the war; and whether 
then, under the apprehenfion of 
ftill greater loffes, the govern- 
ment, as it was now compofed, 
fhould confider itfelf as not vetted 
with powers fufficient to fave their 
country from the impending dan- 
ger, by making peace on the con- 
dition of facrificing a portion of 
their dominions to fave the re- 
mainder? M. Delacroix faid, this 
was ftating a cafe of necetlity, and 
fuch a mode of reafoning did not 
attach to the prefent circumftances. 
I readily admitted the firit part 
of this propofition, but contended, 
that if the power exifted in a cafe 
of neceffity, it equally exifted in 
all others, and particulariy in the 
cafe before us, fince he himfelf 
had repeatedly told me that peace 
Was what this country and _ its 


government wifhed for, and even 
wanted, 

_M. Delacroix, in reply, fhifted 
his ground, and, by a {tring of ar- 
g'ments founded on premifes cal- 
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culated for this purpofe; attempted 
to prove, that, from the relative 
fituation of the adjacent countries, 
the prefent government of France 
would be reprehenfible in the ex. 
treme, and deferve impeachment, 
if they ever fuffered the Nather- 
lands to be feparated from their do- 
minions ; that by the partition of 
Poland, Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruffia, 
had increafed their power to a moft 
formidable degree; that England, 
by its conquetts, and by the aéti- 
vity and judgment with which 
it governed its colonies, had re- 
doubled its ftrength.— Your In- 
dian empire alone, faid M. Dela- 
croix, with vehemence, has en- 
abled you to fubfidize all the pow- 
ers of Europe again{t us; and your 
monopoly of trade has put you in 
poffefion of a fund of inexhauttible 
wealth. His words were, * Votre 
empire dans L Inde vous a fourni les 
moyens de falarier toutes les puiffances 
de l'Europe contre nous; et vous aver 
accaparé le commerce de manicre que 
toutes les vicheffis du monde fe verfent 
dans vos cojjres.” 

From the neceflity that France 
fhould keep the Netherlands and 
the left bank of the Rhine for the 
purpofe of preferving its relative 
fitustion in Europe, he pafled to 
the advantages which he contended 
would refult to the other powers 
by fuc. an addition to the French 
dominions. Belgium (to ufe his 
words), by belonging to France, 
would remove what had been the 
fou'ce of .all wars for two centu- 
ries paft; and the Rhine, being the 
natural boundary of France, would 
enfure the tranquillity of Europe 
fortwo centuries tocome. I did 
not feel it neceflary to combat this 
prepofterous doétrine; I contented 
mytelf with reminding him of what 
he 





(142) yh 
he had faid to me in one of our 
laft conferences, when he made 
a comparifon of the weakneis of 
France under its monarchs, and it 
dtrength and vigour undez its re- 
publican form of government.— 
4* Nous ne Sommes plus dans la dé- 
erépitude de la France monarcvique, 
mais dans toute la force 2 une repub- 
dique adol:feente,” was his expref- 
fion; and I inferred from this, ac- 
cording to his own reafoning, that 
the force and power France had 
acquired by its change of govern- 
ment, was much greater than it 
could derive from anv acquilition 
of territory; and that it followed, 
if France, when under a regal form 
of government, was a very juf 
and-conttant object of attention, 
not to fay of jealoufy, to the other 
powers of Europe, France (ad- 
mitting his axiom) was a much 
more reafonable object of jealoufy 
and attention under its prefent 


conftitution than it ever had yet 


been, and that no addition to its 
dominions could be feen by its 
neighbours but under impreflons 
of alarm for their own future fafe- 
ty, and for the general tranquil- 
lity of Europe. M. Delacroix’s 
anfwer to this was fo remarkable, 
that I muft beg leave to infert it, 
in what 1 believe to be nearly his 
own words: —* Dans le tems révo- 
dutionnaire tout ce que vous dites, my 
Lord, etoit vrai — rien n'ézaloit notre 
fuiffance; mais ce tems n'eniile plus. 
Nous me pouvons jlus lever la nat.on 
en majfje, pour voler cu Secours de la 
patr.e en danger. Nous ne pouvons 
pilus encager nos Cconcitoyens a oyvrir 
leurs bourfes peur ks verfer dans le 
tréfor national, et de fe priver meme 
du neeefjaire pour le bien de la chofe 
publique.” — Aud he ended by tay- 
ing, that the French republic, when 
a peace, necefarily muft i 
the moft quiet and pa 
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in Europe. l only obferved, that 
in this cate the paffage of the re. 
public from youth to decrepitude 
had been very fudden; but thag 
ftill I never could admit. thar it 
could be a matter of indifference 
to its neighbours, much lefs of 
neceflary fecurity to irfelf, to ace 
quire fuch a very extenfive addi. 
tion to its frontiers as that he had 
hinted at. 

his led M. Delacroix to talk of 
offering an equivalent to the em 
peror for the Auftrian Neher. 
lands; and it was be found, ac. 
cording to his plan, in the fe. 
cularization of the three eccle. 
fiaftical ele&torates, and {feveral 
bifhopricks in Germany and in 
Italy. 

He talked upon this fubje& as 
one very familiar to him, and on 
which bis thoughts had been fre- 
quently employed. 

He ipoke of making new elec- 
tors, and named, probably with a 
view to render his fcheme more 
palatable, the ftadtholder, and the 
dukes of Brunfwick and Wurtem- 
berg, as perfons proper to replace 
the three ecclefhaftical electors, 
which were to be reformed. 

It would be making an ill ufe 
of your lordfhip’s time, to endea- 
vour to repeat to you all he faid 
on this fubje&t; ic went in fub- 
ftance (as he himfelf confeffed) 
to the total fubverfion of the pre- 
fent conrftitution of the Germanic 
body ; and as it militated dircél 
againft the principle which bot 
his maiefty and the emperor iaid 
down fo diftin@ly as the bafis of 
the peace to be made for the em- 
| contented myfelf with 1 
minding him of this circumitance, 
particularly as it is impoflible to 
difcufs this point with any pro- 
priety til his imperial mayelty 
bawtomes a partv to the negotia- 
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tion. I took this opportunity of 
hinting, that if, on all the other 
points, France agreed to the pro- 

fals now made, it would not 
be impoflible that fome increafe of 
territory might be ceded to her on 
the Germanic fide of her frontiers, 
and that this, in addition to the 
duchy of Savoy, Nice, and Avi- 
gnon, would be a very great acqui- 
fition of ftrength and power, M. 
Delacroix here again reverted to 
the conftitution, and faid that 
thefe countries were already con- 
ftitutionally annexed to France. [ 
replied, that it was impoflible, in 
the negotiation which we were 
beginning, for the other powers to 
take it up from any period but that 
which immediately preceded the 
war, and that any acquifition or 
diminution of territory which had 
taken place among the belligerent 
powers fince it firit broke out, 
mutt neceflarily become fubject 
matter for negotiation, and be ba- 
janced againit each other in the 
finalarrangement of a general peace. 
You then perfift, faid M. Dela- 
croix, in applying this principle 
to Belgium? [ anfwered, moit cer- 
tainly; and I thould vat deal fairly 
wih you, if 1 hefitated to declare, 
in the outfet_of our negotiatwn, 
that on this point you mut enter- 
tain no expectation that his majeity 
will relax, or ever confentto fee 
the Netherlands remain a, part of 
France. 

M. Delacroix replied, he faw no 
pro{peét in this care of our ideas 
ever meeting, and he defpaired of 
the fuccefs of our negotiation. He 
returned again, however, to his 
idea of a potlible equivalent to be 
found for the e nperor; but as ail 
he propoted was the alienation or 
the difmemberment of countries 
not belonging to France even by 
congucit, I did not confider it as 
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deferving attention; and it is cer- 
tainly not worth repeating to your 
lordthip. 

I need not obferve that all the 
equivalents propofed, however in- 
adequate to the exchange, were 
offered as a return for our confent 
that the Netherlands fhould remain 
a part of France; of courfe, the ad- 
mitting them in any fhape, would 
have been in direét contradiction 
to my inftructions. 

M. Delacroix touched very flight- 
ly on Italy: and the courfe of our 
converfation did not bring this part 
of the fubject more into difcuflion. 

I muft add, that whenever I 
mentioned the reftoration of the 
Netherlands to the emperor, I al- 
ways took care it fhould be un- 
derftood that thefe were to be ac- 
companied by fuch further ceffions 
as thould form a competent line of 
defence, and that France could not 
be permitted to keep pofettion of 
all the intermediate country to the 
Rhine; and I particularly dwelt on 
this point, when I held out the 
poffibility of admitting an exten- 
fion of the limits of France on the 
fide of Germany. But as the 
French minifter no lefs ftrenugufly 
oppofed the reftitution of the Ne. 
therlands to the emperor than I 
tenacioully ivfifted upon it, the 
further extenfion of my claim could 
not of courfe become a fubje& of 
argument. 

I believe I have now, with a to- 
lerable degree of accuracy, in- 
formed your lordthip of all that 
the French miniffer fiid, on my 
opening myfelf to him on that 
part of my inftruétions which more 
immediately relates to peace be- 
tween Great Britain, his imperial 
majefty, and France. It remains 


with me to inform your lordfhip 
what paffed between us on the fub- 
of our refpective allies, 


ject 


On 
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On the articles referving a right 
to the court of St. Peterfburg, and 
to that of Lifbon, to accede to 
the treaty of peace on the ftrict 
flatus ante bellum, the French mi- 
nifter made no other remark than 
by mentioning the allies of the 
republic, and by inquiring whe- 
ther I was prepared to fay any 
thing relative to their intereils, 
which certainly the republic could 
never abandon, This afforded me 
the opportunity of giving in the 
confidential memorial B. relative 
to Spain and Holland; and I pre- 
fea it by repeating to him the 
fubftance of the firft part of your 
lordfhip’s, No. 12. 

Although I had touched upon 
the fubject of the Spanifh part ot 
St. Domingo, when I had been 
{peaking to M. Delacroix on the 
peace with France, yet, as it did 
not become a matter of difcuflion 
between us ull | came to mention 
the peace with Spain, I thought it 
better to place all that pafled on 
the fubjeét in this part of my di- 
fpatch; it was the only point on 
which he entered: but I by no 
means infer, from his not bring- 
ing forward fome claims for Spain, 
that we are not to hear of any in 
the courfe of the negotiation; on 
the contrary, 1 haye little doubt 
that many, and moft of them in- 
admiflible, will be made before it 
can end. He, however, was filent 
on them at this moment, and con- 
fined all he had to fay to combat- 
ing the idea that Spain was bound 
by the treaty of Utrecht not to 
alienate her poileflions in America. 
I had the article copied in my 
pocket, and I read it to him. He 
confeffed it was clear and explicit, 
but that circumftances had fo ma- 
terially altered fince the year 1713, 
that engagements made then ought 
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not to be confidered as jn force 
now. I faid that the {pirit of the 
article itfelf went to provide for 
diitant contingencies, not for what 
was expected to happen at or near 
the time when the treaty was made 
and that it was becaufe the altera. 
tion of circumftances he alluded to 
was forefeen as poflible, that the 
claufe was inferted; and that if 
Spain paid any regard to the faith 
of treaties, fhe muft confider her. 
felf as no lefs ftritly bound by this 
claufe now than at the moment 
when it was drawn up. I went 
on by faying that it did not, how. 
ever, appear quite impoflible that 
this point might be fettled without 
much difficulty; and that means 
might be devifed that his catholic 
majefty fhould not break his faith, 
and both England and France be 
equally fatisfied. I then held out to 
him, but in general terms, that 
either Spain might regain her pof- 
feflion of St. Domingo, by mak- 
ing fome confiderable ceffion to 
Great Britain and France, as the 
price of peace; or that, in return 
for leaving the whole of St. Do. 
mingo to France, we fhould retain 
either Martinico, or St. Lucia and 
Tobago. M. Delacroix liftened 
with a degree of attention to thele 
propofals; but he was fearful of 
committing himfelf by any ex- 
preflion of approbation, and he 
difmifled the fubject of the courtof 
Madrid, by obferving, that France 
never would forfake the interefts of 
its allies. : 

Our converfatien on thofe of 
its other ally, Holland, was much 
longer, as the wording of the me- 
merial inevitably led at once deep 
into the fubyect. 

M. Delacroix affected to treat 
anx deviation from the treaty of 
peace concluded between — 
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and. that country,.or any reltoray. 
tion of territories acquired) under 
that treaty to France, as quite im- 
: icable. He treated as equally 
icable any attempt at. re- 
ftoring the ancient form of govern- 
ment in the Seven United Pro- 
vinces. He talked with an ain of 
triumph of the eftablifhment of a 
national convention at the Hague >. 
and, with an affectation of, fe-ling, 
that by it the caufe of freedom had, 
extended itfelf over pach a large 
number of people. He, however, 
was ready to confefs, that, from. the 
t loffes the Dutch.republic, had 
Fifained in its colonies, and par- 
ticularly from the weak manner in 
which they had defended them, it 
dould not be expected that his ma- 
jefty would confent to a full and 
complete reftitution of them, and 
that it was reafonable that fome 
fhould be facrificed ; and he atked 
me if I could. inform bim, how far 
our views extended on:this point? 
I faid I had:reafon to believe that. 
what his: majefty . would. require 
would be natiefiqns. and . feitle- 
ments which would not, add either 
to the power, or wealth of our In- 
dian dominions, but only..tend. to 
fecure to. us their fafe and unmo- 
leited poffeffion. You mean by this, 
faid M. Delacroix, the Cape and 
Trincomale. I faid they. certainly 
came under that defcription, and I 
faw little profpect of their being. 
reftored to the Dutch. M. Dela-. 
croix launched forth on this. into. 
a moft laboured differtation. an the.. 
value of tle Cape of Good Hope,’ 
which he did not confider atall as. 
a port de reldche, but as a pofleffion 
which, in our hands, would become 
one of the moft fertile and,.moft 
produétive colonies in the eaft;. 
end, according to his eftimation of 
it, he did not, fcruple to affert 
2) ultimately be an ac- 
1796. 
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if acquiefoed ing-flould be mt 
ed asa full.and ample campended 
tion for them, . He added, af 

are matters of the Cape and Trins 
comale, we, fhall hold all our los 
ments in India, andthe jiflands o 

France and Bourbon, entirely. at 
the.tenure.of your will and)plea-« 
fure: they will be ours only as 
long as you choofe,we fhould re~ 
tain. them. You will be fole matters 
in India, and we {hall be entirely 
dependent upon you. I repeated 
to him, that it was'as means of de- 
fence, not of offence, that thefe 
poffefions would. -be infifted on; 
and that if the matter was,fairly and 
difpaffionately difeufled, be would 
find that they afforded.us a great 
additional fecurity, but no addi- 
tional power of attack, even if we 
were difpofed to difturb the peace 
of that part of the world. If thefe 
and perhaps. fome few other not 
very material fettlements belong- 
ing to the Dutch, were to be in- 
hited. upon, and if he would be 
preted to enumerate all we fhould 

ill have to reftore to them, while 
they had nothing to reftore to Eng- 
land, it was impoffible not to con- 
fider the terms on which his majef- 
ty propofed peace to Holland, as 
generous and liberal. 

M: Delacroix was not at all dif- 
pofed to, agree with me.on this 
point; and faid, Holland, ftripped 
of thefe poffeffions, would be ruin- 
ed. He then held out, but as if 
the idea had juft croffed his mind, 
the poflibility of indemnifying the 
Dutch for their loffes in indea, by 


giving them a tract of territory tos 
wards the Meufe, (I could not find 
out whether he meant Aix la Cha- 
pelle, Liege, or the countries of 
Juliers and Berg) aad hinted, that 

(4h) 


if 











(146) PuUsUteEe 


if this was not té be done, an ad» 
Gitional | ifland might, ‘per- 
be ceded to the Dutch te- 
. A told him all this might 
afubje@ of future difcuf- 
tind I cénctived, that if we 
eould Upeh the more effential 
— wold not break off 
thefe fecon confiderations. 
- Ourdonverfation had now been ex- 
wwerhel? lon?, and M.Delatroixénd- 
ed by faytng, that, althoiigh he had 
taken upon himfelf to enter with 
me thusfar upon the fubject, yet F 
myft net confider any thing he faid 
as binding, of a¥ pléedgirdg the re- 
public; till fweltinne as hie had laid 
the ‘poles L fad given him before 
the diredtiry ; “and i order to do 
this with more’acturacy, he again 
atked me, whether in his report, he 
was to ftate the difunitin ve 
from France as a /fte gud non from 
which his majefty would not depart. 
I replied, it moft certainly was a 
Jane gud nen from which his majef- 
would not depart: and that any 
fropot Which would leave the 
etherlands annexed to France, 
would be attended with much great: 
ér benefit to that power, and lofs 
to the allies, than the prefent re. 
lative Qituation of. the belligerent 
powers could entitle the French 
goveriment to expect. 
M. Delacroix repeated his con- 
cern at the perémptory way in 
which I made this affertion, and 


atked whether it would admit of: 


no modification? Freptied, if France 
could, in & contre-proyet, point out @ 
practicable and adequate one, ftill 
keeping in view that the Ne- 


therlands niwft not be French, or’ 


likely again to fall into the hands 
of France, fuch a propofal migh\ 


certainly be taken Into confidera- 
tion. 

M. Delacroix by no means ert- 
couraged me to explain imyfelf 
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more full ; he that 

—— ulty re “ to the Ne. 
was one which : 

be Overcome. xn coals Set 


Juft as I was taking leave of 
he béggec Gt ‘tates Ohad aa 
meéant by the words P the memoire 


(A.}in ‘the 4th para begin. 
ning dé Politade mandir ie 
les moyens da furer, and ending at 


len¥s poffeffions vefpeltiors. 1 
inn ft referred ene Pb nd 


f¥ftemn adopted by France in’ the 
Welt Thidies, nad @eat to expi 
# With that the two powers thould 
agree on fome gettetal and uniform 
fyftém of intertal polite in the 
ttlements thére, which would 
contritiute to the fecurity of thof 
poffefions to the tefpettive conn- 
tries, and at the fame tite to the 
happinefs of evety defcription of 
inhabitants in thém, 

M. Delacroix, a little hurt at my 
expreffion rélative to the fyftem 
adopted by France, endeavoured to 
recriminaté upon us; but he ended 
by faying, that they fhould certain- 
ly be willing ‘to conctir in any ar 
rangement relative to the rh ar 
which did’ not militate againit the 
principles’ of ‘their conftitution. 
Here our conference ended; and ag, 
during the whole courfe of it, I bore 
in my find the poffibility, that al- 
though this, our firft, might be 
the only favourable opportunity I 
fiton'd everhave of fpeaking on the 
general principles of’ which fis 
majefty was difpofed to treat, I 
eRdeavoured, by ad verting more Or 
lefs to kimoft’ every pointin my it 
ftructiotis, to enable'M. Delacroix, 
(ifthe reports faithfully) to ftate t 
thé direttory what I faid, in fach a 
miaiifier a$ to put it out of th 
powet to mifconctive what were: 
his majefty’s intentions; to remove 
aM poffibility of cavil on ‘ih alt 

: ing. them to @ cicar 
and: to bring. tier 
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‘Gikin&tanfwer, whether they would 
‘agree to opett a negoriation Of? the 
principle of the fares arte béllam, 
‘of on one différing® from it-onty in 
form, not in fubltance.”” I, hope, 
in attempting to do this, I did ‘not, 
in the firft inftance, commit myfelf, 
or difcover moré of ny idfrethons 
than it became me to do; ahd'thet, 
in the converfation with Mt Dela- 
croix, nothing efcaped me which 
might, at fome fubfequent period, 
hyrt the progref$ of the pegotia- 
tion. Fohave, T believe, given this 
conference nearly verbatith to your 
tordthip;. dnd’ was partictiarly 
@nxious té' do this Mee bart and 
minutely?" as' well that you may 
fades ¢hé ‘fropriety of ‘What T 
faid myfelf, as'that what M°Deld- 
thoix fiid to meé may be accurately 
Knowh, dnd remain off record. — 

It muft, however,’ be reméem- 
bered (as I obferved:in the begin-. 
ning of this difpatch) that he iBoke 
for himfelf, as mini(ter, indeed, but 
mot under the immediate inftruc- 
tions of the directory ; and* this 
confiderdtion will take a little away 
from the fingulatity of fome of the 
Pofitions hé advanced. 

Pconfefs, wry lord, from the ci- 
vility of bis’ manner, and from his 
apparent readinefs to difcufs the 
fubjeét, the “impreffion which res 
mained on my mind on leayin 
him was, that the negotiation wdul 
g° on; but be liable to fo many diffi- 
culties, and fome of them fo néarl 
infurmountable, that, knowing, wt 
do, the opinion of the ditefory, I 
faw little profpe& of its termifiat- 
ing fuccelsfully. But I did’ not 
expect the conduft of the directory 
Wotid immediately be fuch as to 
evince a manifeft- inclination, and 
even determination, to break off 
on the firft ae pe ; and I was not 
alittle furprifed at receiving, of 
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-@n Sunday; at three P.M. the in- 
- @tdfed ‘letter A.) froin M. Dela. 
-eedix: be fent it by the pri l 
“fecrétary of his department ( 

_Giraudet). who communicated to 
‘m¢ theloiagei of the arreté of the 
-dirceRoryot whick this letter, ubat- 
ing the altération in the form, i#'a 


-atked Me raudet wieerte 
informed of: its contents ; and this 
lect to a thort conVerfation on them. 
Prold him that: both the demdnds 
were fo unexpeéted, that I could 
not réply to them off band: that 
ae to the firft) ic was quite unufual 
to fign memorials whieh were an- 
nexed to a note a¢tually figned, and 
that I fearcely felt myfelf.authorif- 
ed tod: depart from what was, I be- 
lieve, an invariable rule. That, as 


to the fecond demand, made in fo- 


peremptory and unprecedented a 
way, I could, without much hé- 
fitation, fay at once that it could 
not be complied with, M. Gi- 
taudet lamented this much; and 
aid, that this being the cafe, he 
feared our principles of negotiation 
would nevér coincide. agreed 
with him if my’ expreffions of con- 
cern. We converfed together af- 
terwards for fomeé time, but ae 
paffed at all wotthy of remark. 
told him I thould fend my anfwer 
the next days On reflecting more 
attentively on the requeft that I 
would fign thetwo memorials which 
I had given in, it ftruck me, 
that the complying with it pledged 
me to nothing, and that it was 
merely gratifying them on a point 
infifted on peevifhly, and that the 
doing it would put them ftill more 
in the wrong, 

As to the ftrange demand of an 
ultimatum, it was perfeétly cleat 
what it became me to fay; and 
L hope that in the inclofed anfwer 
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- -B. (which'T fent yeft _umporna- 
- ing at twelve se cat Dela- 
croix, J fhall be found to have ad- 
heredias.clofely as poflible to the 
Spirit of my inftrudtions. : 
Yefterday evening, at half patt 
-nine, M: Giraudet brought me 
the note C. to which Jimmediate- 
ily 
“require no comment; and .as I in- 
ténd leaving Paris to-morrow, and 
travelling withallconvenient fpeed, 
I fhall fo foon have it in my power 
'to fay the little which remains to 
fay relative to this fudden, though 
perhaps not unlooked for, clofe to 
-my miffion, that I need not tref- 
‘pafs any further on your lordfhip’s 
lence, 
' IT have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ~ (Matmessury. 


B.S. L.thought.it would be 
proper for, his majefty’s minifter 
at Vienna to receive the earlieft 
intelligence of. the negotiation be- 
ing broken off; I therefore have 
difpatched a meflenger to Vienna 
with a copy of the feveral papers 
which have pafed between me and 
M. Delacroix finge our confe- 
rence, and alfo afutcinct account 
of what paffed :onit. The mef- 
fenger. Jeft. this place to-day at 
three P. M. M. 
Right Hons Lord Grenville, 
ie. Se. Se. " 





No. 13, 
Paris, 28th .Frimawwe,. (December 
oi 18) sth car, 

Sir, 

Theexccutive directory has heard 
the reading of the official note fign- 
ed hy you, and of two confiden- 
tial memorials without fignatures, 
which were annexed to it, and 
which you gave in to me yefter- 
day. I am charged exprefsly by 





replied by the note D. They high 
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ithe directory to declare to 
it cannot liften to any. pt a 
note without a fignature, and to te. 
quire of, you,to give in to me, offi. 
cially,’ within four and tw 
hours; your wltimatum, figned by 
you. 
5 Accept, Sir, the affurance of my 
confideration. | 


(Signed) 


Cu. Deracrorg, 





No, 32. 
. Paris, 19th December 
__ ory. ae 
or almefbury, in an 

the letter which the inthe 
forcign affairs had the goodnefs to 
tranfmit to him through the 
of the fecretary-general of his de. 
partment, muft remark, that. ia 
figning the official note which he 
gave in to that minifter by order 
of his court, he thought he had 
complied with all the ufual forma. 
lities, and had given the neceffary 
authenticity to the two confidential 
memorials which were annexed to 
it.. Neverthelefs, to remove all 
Siticalion as far as lies: in. bis 
power, he willingly adopts the 
which on pelaiak ool “ the ee 
lution of the executive,direfory, 
aud haftens to fend:to the minifter 
for foreign affairs the two memo- 
rials figned by his hand. 
_ With refpect to the pofitive de- 
mand of an u/timatum, lord Malmel- 
bury obferves, that infifting on that 
point in fo peremptory a manner, 

efore. the two powers fhall have 
communicated to each other theit 
ref{peétive pretenfions, and that the 
articles of the future, treaty 
have been fubmitted to the 
cuffions, which the different. in- 
terefts which are to be ad 
neceflarily demand, is to, fhut 
the door againft all _ negotiation. 
He, therefore, can add nothing ht 
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the affurancés*which he ‘has al- 
ready given to the - minifter for 
foreign affairs; as well by word 
of mouth,“ as in’ his official 
note;’ and he repeats that he is 
ready to enter with that minifter 
into every explanation of which 
‘the ftate atid’ progrefs of the ne- 


otiation may admit; and that _ 


he will not fail to enter into the 
difcufion of the propofals of his 
court, or of any countér-projed? which 
may be delivered to him on the part 

the executive direory, with that 
candour, and that fpirit of concilia- 
tion, which correfpond with the 
juft and pacific fentiments of his 
court.. 

Lord Malmefbury requefts the 
minifter for foreign affairs to accept 
the affurances of his high cond 
deration. 

No. 33. 

The underfigned minifter for fo- 
reign affairs is charged by the exe- 
cutive dire€tory, to anfwer to lord 
Malmefbury’s two notes of the 
27th and 2oth Frimaire (17th and 
19th December, O. S.) that the 
executive direétery will liften to no 
propofals contrary to the conftitu- 
tion, to the laws, and to the trea- 
ties which bind the republic. . 

And, as lord Malmefbury an- 
nounces at every communication, 
that he is in want of the opinion of 
his court, from which it refults 
that he aéts a part merely paffive 
in the negotiation, which renders 
his prefence at Paris ufelefs; the 
underfigned is further charged to 


ae him notice to depart from 





aris in eight and forty hours, with 


all the perfons who have accom- 
panied and followed him; and to 
wt, as expeditioufly as poffible, 
¢ territory, of the republic, 
The underfigned declares, more- 
Over, in the name of the executive 
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‘dirétory, that if the Brktifti cabinet 


is defirous of , the executive 
direétory is ready to’follow’ the ne- 
rotiations, according t§ the’ bafis 
aid’ down ‘in the prefent note, by 
the recipracal channel of couriers; 

(Signed) Cua. Deracrorx. 


Paris, 29th Frimaire ( a Decem- 
ber), sth year of the French Re- 
public, one.and indivifible. he 
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D.) bias a io 
Lewd Malmefbury haftens to ac~ 
knowledge the receipt of the note 
of the minifter for foreign affairs, 
dated yefterday, He is preparing 
to quit Paris to-morrow, and-de- 
mands, in confequence, the necef- 
fary paffports for himfelf and ~ his 
{uite. 
He requefts the minifter for fo- 
reign affairs to accept the affu- 
rances of his high confideration. 


Paris, 2oth Dec. 1796. 





Manifefto of, the Britifa. Government 
againfi France, 


The negotiation which ‘an anxi- 
ous defire for the ‘reftoration of 
peace had induced his majefty to 
open at Paris, having been abruptly 
terminated by the French govern- 
ment, the king thinks it due to 


himfelf and to his people, to ftate, 


in this public manner, the circum- 
ftances which have preceded and 
attended a tranfaétion of fo much , 
importance to the general interefts 
of Europe. 

It is well known that early in the 
prefent year his majefty, laying afide 
the confideration of many circum- 
ftances of difficulty and difcou- 


ragement, determined to take fuch 
fteps as were beft calculated to open 
the way for negoitation, if any cor- 


(K 3) 


refponding 
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‘sefponding defite prevailed on the 
of vaerwhy He directed 
an overture to be mage in his naine, 
by his minifter in Swi 
the purpofe of afcertaining the dif- 
pofitions of the French government 
-with &topeace. The anfwer 
which he received in return was at 
once haughty and evafive ; it af- 
feted to queftion the fincerity of 
thofe difpofitions of which his 
majefty’s conduct afforded fo un- 
Mogi a proof; it raifed ground- 
s abjedtions to the mode of .ne- 
otiation propofed by his majefty 
that of a general congrefs, by 
which peace has fo often been re- 
ftored to Europe); but it ftudi- 
oufly paffed over in filence his 
majefty’s defire to learn what other 
mode would be preferred b 
rance. It at the fame time af- 
erted a principle which was ftated 
as an indifpenfable preliminary to 
all negotiation — a principle under 
which the terms of peace muit have 
been regulated, not by the ufual 
confiderations of juitice, policy, and 
reciprocal convenience} but by an 
implicit fubmiffion, om the part of 
all the powers, to a claim founded 
on the internal laws and feparate 
conftitution of France, as having 
full authority to fuperfede the trea- 
ties entered into by independent 
ftates, to govern their interefts, to 
edntrol their ‘engagements, and to 
difpofe ot their dominions. 
A pretenfion in itfelf fo extrava- 
nt- could in no inftance have 
een admitted, or even liftened to 
for a moment. Its application to 
. the prefent cafe led to nothing lefs 
than that France fhould, as a pre- 
liminary to ail difcuffion, retain 
mearly all her conquefts, and thofe 
particulaily in which his majefty 
was moft concerned, both from the 
ties of intereft, and the facred obli- 
gations of treaties: that the fhould 
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4g like manner 
othat had been | 


‘in every part o 
land, fer th 
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the world ; and that 
¢ fhould be left gt liberty to bring 
forward fuch mde demands on 
all other points of. ne tistion, as 
fuch unqualified fobmiben On the 
part of thofe with wham the treated 
could not fail to produce. 

On fuch grounds as thefe it was 
fufficiently evident that no negoti- 
ation could be eftablithed : neither 
did the anfwer of his majelty’s 
enemies afford amy opening bor 
continuing the difcuffion, fince the 
mode of negotiation offered by his 
majefty had been peremptorily re 
jeéted by them, and no other had 
been fiated in which they were 
willing to concur, 

His majefty wes however nat 
difcouraged even by this refuk 
from ftill purfuing fuch meafures 
as appeared to him moft conducive 
to the end of peace; ‘aad the withes 
of his ally the emperar correfpond- 
ing with thofe which his majefty 
had manilefted,. fentiments of a 
fimilar tendency were expreffed on 
the part of his imperial majetty at 
the time of opening the campaign; 
but the continuance of the fame 
{pirit and principles, on the part af 
the enemy, rendered this freth over- 
ture equally unfuccefsful. 

While the government of France 
thus perGfted in obftrufting every 
meafure that could even open the 
way to negotiation, no endeavour 
was omitted to miflead the public 
opinion throyghout all Europe 
with refpe& to the real caufe 
the prolongation of the war, and to 
caft a doubt on thofe difpofitio 
which coy'dalone have diétated the 
fteps taken by his majefty and his 
auguft ally. . , 

In order to deprive his enemie 
of all poffibility of fubterfuge o 


ft 
evafion, and in the hope that oe 
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of the continued calamities 
» pa and of the increafing di- 
firefles of France herfelf, mig t at 
length have led to poe j mt and 
c difpofitions, his majefty re- 
tae in vie form, and through 
the intervention of friendly powers, 
a for open! lations 
— a oueut ie which 
this intervention was received indi- 
cated the moft hoftile difpofitions 
towards Great Britain, and at the 
fame time afforded to all Europe a 
friking inftance of that injurious 
and offenfive conduct which is ob- 
ferved on the part of the French 
government towards all other coun- 
tries. The repeated overtures made 
in, his majefty’s name were never- 
thelefs of fuch a nature, that it was 
at lat found impoffible to perfift. 
in the abfolute rejection of them, 
without the dire& and undifyuifed 
avowal of a determination to refufe 
to Burope all hope of the reftoration 
of tranquillity. A channel was 
ore at length . indicated, 
through which the government of 
France profefled itfelf willing to 
carry On a pegotiation; and a rea- 
dinefs was exprefled (though in 
terms far remote from any fpirit of 
conciliation) to receive a minifter 
authorifed by his majefty to pro- 
ceed to Paris for that purpofe. 
Many circumftances might have 
been urged as affording powerful 
motes again adopting this fug- 
geftion, until the government of 
France had given fome indication 
of a {pirit better calculated to pro- 
mote the fuccefs of fuch a miflion, 
aod to meet thefe advances on the 
part of Great Britain. The king’s 
defire for the reftoration of general 
ape on juft and honourable terms, 
concern for the interefts of his 
fubjeéts, and his determination to 
‘eave to, his enemies no pretext for 
mMputing to him the confequences 
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of their own ambi induced 

him to overlook every fuch con, 

Sdegation, and to take a ftep which 
rea 
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. thefe reafons alone could sutify ; 
_ The repeated endeavours of ,the 


French government to defeat this 
miffion in its outfet, to break 
off the intercourfe thus opened, 
even before the firit eps towards 
negotiation could be taken; the 
indecent and injurious language 
employed with a view to irritate; 
the captious and frivolous objec, 
tions raifed for the purpofe of ob- 
ftruéting the progrefs of the dif. 
cuffion; all thefe have fufficiently 
appeared from the official papers 
which paffed on both fides, and 
which are, known to all Europe, 
But, above all, the abrupt termi, 
nation of the negotiation has afs 
forded the moft conclufive proof, 
that at no period of it was any real 
with for peace entertained on the 
part of the French government. 
After repeated evafion and delay, 

that government had at length con- 
fented to eftablifh, as the bafis of 
the negotiation, a principle pros 
pofed by his majefty, liberal in its 
own nature, equitable towards his 
enemies, and calculated to provide 
for the interefts of his allies, and of 
Europe. It had been agreed that 
compenfation fhould be made to 
France, by proportionable refti- 
tutions from his majefty’s conquefts 
on that power, for thofe arrange- 
ments to which fhe fhould be called 
upon to confent in order to fatisfy 
the juft pretenfions of his allies, 
and to preferve the political balance 
of Europe. At the defire of the 
French government itfelf, memo- 
rials were prefented by his majefty's 
minifter, which contained the out- 
lines of the terms of peace, ground- 
ed on the bafis fo eftablifhed, and 
in which his majefty propofed to 
carry to the utmoft poffible extent 
(K 4) the 
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the application of a‘ principle fa 


equitable with refpe& to’ France, 
and {9 liberal“ori his majefty’s part. 
The delivery of thefe papers was 
Seconnpsated by a declaration ex- 
prefsly and repeatedly made, both 
verbally and in writing, that his 
majefty’s minifter was willing and 
prepared to enter, with a fpirit of 
conciliation and fairnefs, into the 
difcuffion of the different points 
there contained, or into that of any 
other gh is or fcheme of peace 
which the French ‘government 
might with to fubftitute in its 
lace. i 

In reply to this communication, 
he received a demand, in form the 
moft offenfive, and in fubftance 
the moft extravagant, that ever was 
made in the courfe of any negoti- 
ation. It was peremptorily required 
of him, that in the very outfet of 
the bufinefs, when no anfwer had 
been given by the French govern- 
ment to his firft propofal, when he 
had not even learnt, in any regular 
fhape, the nature or extent of the 
objections to it, and much lefs re- 
ceived from that government any 
other offer or plan of peace, he 
fhould in twenty-four hotirs deliver 
in a ftatement of the final terms to 
which his court would in any cafe 
accede—a demand tending evi- 
dently to fhut the door to all nego- 
tiation, to preclude all difcuffion, 
all explanation, al! poffibility of the 
amicable adjuftment of points of 
difference— a demand in its nature 
prepofterous, in its execution im- 
practicable, fince it is plain that no 
fuch ultimate refolt:tion refpecting 
a general plan of peace ever can be 
rationally formed, much lefs de- 
clared, without knowing what 
oer are principally objeéted to 

y the enemy, and what facilities 
ne may be willing to offerin return 
for ¢onceffion in thofe refpedts. 
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Having declined complian 
this deniknd: and exphingd tit 
reafons which rendered it inad. 
miffible, but having, at the fame 
time, exprefsly renewed the decla. 
ration of his readinefs to enter into 
the difcuffion of the ropofal he 
had conveyed, or of any other 
which might be communicated to 
him, the king’s minifter received 
no other anfwer than an a 
command to quit Paris in forty. 
eight hours. If, in addition to 
fuch an infult, any further pew 
were neceflary of the difpofitions 
of thofe by whom it was'o 
fuch proof would be abundantly 
fupplied from the contents of the 
note in which this order was con. 
veyed. The mode of negotiation 
on which the French government 
had itfelf infifted, is there rejeéted, 
and no practicable means left open 
for treating with effect. The batfis 
of negotiation, fo recently eftablifh. 
ed by mutual confent, is there dif- 
claimed ; and, in its room, a prin« 
ciple clearly inadmiffible is rea 
as the only ground on which France 
can confent to treat: the veryfame 
principle which had been brought 
forward in reply to his majefty’s 
firft overtures from Switzerland, 
which had then been rejected by 
his majefty, but which now appears 
never to have been, in faét, aban- 
doned by the government of France, 
however inconfiftent with that on 
which they had exprefsly agreed to 
treat. 

It is therefore neceffary that all 
Europe fhould underitand that the 
rupture of the negotiation at Pars 
does not arife from the failure 
any fincere attempt on the part of 
France to reconcile by fair dif- 
cuffion the views and interefts 
the contending powers. Such @ 
difcufion has been repeatedly I 
vited, and even folicited, on 




















of his majefty, but has been, 
the firft inftance, and abfolttely, 
precluded by the aé of the Frencty 
ywernment. | , 
” It arifes.exclufively from the de- 
termination of that government to 
reject all means of peace, —a deter- 
mination which appeared but too 
ftrongly on all the preliminary dif- 
cuffions; ‘which was clearly mani- 
fefted in the demand of an ulti- 
matiim made in the very outfet of 
the negotiation, but which is prov- 
ed beyond all poffibility of doubt 
by the obftinate adherence to a 
tim which never can be admit- 
ted, —a claim that the conftruétion 
which that government affects to 
put (though even in that refpect 
unfupported by the fact) on the 
internal conftitution of its own 
country, fhall be received by all 
other nations as paramount to eve- 
ry known principle of public law 
in Europe, as fuperior to the obli- 
gations of treaties, to the ties of 
common intereft, to the moft 
prefling and urgent confiderations 
of general fecurity, 

n fuch grounds it is that the 
French government has abrupt! 
terminated a negotiation, which it 
commenced with reluétance, and 
conduéted with every indication to 
prevent its final fuccefs.. On thefe 
motives it is that the farther effufion 
of blood, the continued calamities 
of war, the interruptions of peace- 
able and friendly intercourfe a- 
mong mankind, the prolonged di- 
ftrefies of Europe, ana the accumu- 
lated mi eries of France itfelf, are 
by the government of that country 
to be juftified to the world. — 

_ His majcity, who had entered 
into the negotiation with good 
faith, who has fuffered no impedi- 
ment to prevent his profecuting it 
wit’ earneftnefs and fincerity; has 
Aow only to lament its abrupt ter- 
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mination,, and to renew, in the face 
of all Europe, the folemp decla~ 
ration, that, whenever his ene: 
fhall be difpofed to enter on the 
work of a general pacification, in 
a {pirit of conciliation, and equity, 
nothing fhall be wanting on his 
part to contribute to the accom- 
plifhment of that great objeé, with. 
a view to which he has : 
offered fuch confiderable facrifices 
on his part, and which is now re- 
tarded only by the exorbitant pre- 
tenfions of his enemies. 


_ Wefiminfer, Dec. 27, 1796. 


Declaration of the Whig Club, met to 
affociate for the Repeal of ‘the’ 





. Ireafon and Sedition Bills. 


At a meeting of the general com- 
mittee of the Whig Club, held at’ 
the Shak{peare tavern, on Satur- 
day Jan. 23, 1796, 

The right honourable Charles James 
Fox in the chair, 


Refolved, that the following de- 
claration be adopted and publithed,. 
as 


The Declaration of the Whig Club. 


Whew a fociety of private men 
feel themfelves bound to propofe a 
great national meafure to the peo- 
ple, juftice to their own charaéter, 
and refpe& for the public judg- 
ment, require that they fhould, 
make known the reafons whith 
have moved them to fuch a pro- 
ceeding. We confefs that it is 
aud ought to be unufual, becaufe 
it can be juftified by no ordina 
circumftances ; but we think that 
the fituation of the country no 
longer permits us to confide the 
fupport of our principles to the in- 
dividual exertions of our members, 
The Whig Club, invariably ‘ad- 

heciag 
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- hering to the principles of the Bri- 

tifh a camcatton a eftablithed at 
the revolution, cannot be uncon- 
cerned {peétators of the deftruction 
of the moft important fecuritics of 
public liberty which were provided 
at that glorious era. The confti- 
tution can, in ony judgment, now 
only be reftored by the exercife of 
that juft authority which the na- 
tional opinion muft ever poflefs 
over the proceedings of the legif- 
lature.» We therefore deem it our 
duty, by everyymeans which yet 
are legal, to appeal to the judgment 
of the people, and to nrocure a de- 
claration of their opinion. With 
this view, we have invited our 
tellow-fubje&s to affociate for ob. 
taining the repeal of two ftatutes 
paffed in the prefent feflion of par- 
Tiament. 

In one of thefe ftatutes, we fee 
public affemblies of Britith fubje&s, 
though their proceedings fhould be 
the moft orderly and peaceable, and 
their objeét unguettionably legal, 
fettered by refirictions hitherto un- 
known to the law and practice of 
this kingdom, Thofe meetings 
which thall not fubmit to thefe new 
and difgraceful conditions, are fub- 
je€ted to difperfion under pain of 
death; and thofe which frall be 
held in compliance with them are 
made liable to fuch perpetual and 
vexatious interruption at the dif- 
cretion of maciivates. that there 
never can be wanting an oppartu- 
nity for difturbing their delibera- 
tions, and defeating their objects. 
Such a law we cannot but regard as 
repugnant to the genius and cha- 
rater of this free nation. The con- 
{titution of Great Britain is efta- 
blithed on the confent and affection 
of the people, and can only reft, 
with dignity or fafety, on thofe 
genuine foundations of all focial 
authority. When purely admini- 
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ftered, it will.ever make; 
fpected by own Bacérenee 


juftice. has.for ages infiry 
the world by the exatnle vi 
vernment which builds its ftrengtk 
only on its juftice, and fecures the 
obedience of its fubjeéts by their 
love of liberty. Tt can neither re. 
gre the aid of a fvitem of con. 
nt and terror, nor even receive 
it without danger of deftrudion, 
Its roling pelacipie is the right of 
the people 

on their public concerns; a ri 
of which the frequent, unreftrain. 
ed, and fearlefs exertion, can alone 
create and preferve in a people that 
free f{pirit and conicious indepen. 
dence, without which the forms of 
a free conftitution are worthlefs and 
unavailing. This right alone 
guards and protects the fecure en- 
joyment of every other privilege, 
The houfe of commons is our fe 
curity againft the encroachments 
of the crown. The king’s prero- 
gatives, and the privileges of the 
oufe of peers, are our fecurities 
againft our own reprefentatives. 
But no human wifdam can provide 
any fafeguard againft a poffible com. 
bination of all the branches of the 
legiflature to opprefs or betray the 
community, but by enabling the 
great body of the nation freely to 
pronounce, their opinion on the 
acts and meafures of government 


by petition and remonftrance to ~ 


the king, or either houfe of parlia- 
ment, and by fpeech and publi- 
cation to their fellow -fubjects, ua- 
fettered by any previous reftrainty 
and fubjeét only to the animad- 
verfion of the law on thofe overt 
aéts of treafon, tumult, diforder, 
or fedition, which may be com- 
mitted by individuals under pre- 
tence of exercifing thefe invaluable 
rights. This unreftrained com- 
munication of opinion 1s at ne 


to manifeft their Opinion 












check to which it is pof- 
oe tabice fupreme power, and 
the wifeft means for averting po- 
ylar vioilences. TO watch the 
. “exercife of thefe rights with fuf- 
cion, to clog it with jealous and 
4 ominious couditions, and, above 
ll, to fubjedt it to the arbitrary 
difcretion of magiftrates appointed 
by the crown, is to break that { i- 
rit from, which fuch privileges de- 
rive their whole ufe and value. 
To impofe on them any previous 
reftraint, is fubftantially to take 
them away.. They cannot be fo 
reftrained without being reduced 
to a dependance on the pleafure of 
that very authority upon which 
they are to opérate as a controul, 
and against which they are referved 
asafecurity. To reftrain is there- 
fore to dettroy them. : 

But the provident wifdom of our 
anceftors did not leave thefe facred 
privileges to reft on the mere foun- 
dation of their own jultice and ne- 
ceflity. They were folemnly af- 
Serted at the revolution in the in- 
ftance of petition, where they had 
been recently violated. The great 
flatefmen and lawyers who framed 
the Declaration of Right, when 
they afferted the right of the people 
to petition, did, by neceflary impli- 
cation, alfo affert their right of 
affembling to confider fuch matters 
as might legally be the fubject of 
petition. The afferiion of a right 
comprehends that. of the means 
which are neceffary for its exercife, 
The reftraints of the prefent ftatute, 
therefore, in our opinion, amount 
to an abrogation of the moft im- 


portant article in-that folemn com- ’ 


pact between the Britif nation and 
the new race of princes whom it 
raifed to the throne. 


Though the other ftatute of 
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prefervation of his majefty’s perfon 
and government,” we age Confident 
that by our oppofition to it we 


hich we in be fpecig 
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‘fhall not incur the imputation of 
‘difloyalty among honourable and 
reafonable men. We have formed. 


our principles of loyalty upon thofe 
of a parliament which had recent 
and ample experience of the effeé& 
of fanguinary laws; and we fhali 
deliver the declaration in the me- 
morable language of their record — 
“ The ftate of every king, ruler, 
and governor of every realm, do- 
minion, or commonalty, ftandeth 
and confifteth more afured by the 
love and favour of the fubjeds 
towards their fovereign ruler or 
gaveypot, than in the dread and 
ear of laws made with rigorous 
pains and extreme puniflyment *,” 

Guided by this principle of our 
anceftors, which appears to us to 
be as full of truth and wifdom ag 
of humanity, we cannot view with. 
out alarm an attempt to remove 
thofe boundaries of treafon which 
were afcertained and eftablifhed by 
the. act of king Edward the Third ; 
a law which has been endeared to 
Englifimen by the experience of 
four centuries; by a recolleétion 
of the peace and happinels which 
have ever prevailed in thofe fortu. 
nate periods when it was obferved; 
by a review of that oppreffton of 
innocence, and infecurity of go- 
vernment, which have almoft uni- 
verfally accompanied or followed 
every departure from its ftriét let. 
ter; and by the zeal and ardour 
with which fo many fucceffive 
parliaments, after experience of the 
mifchiefs of fuch deviations, have 
recurred, as to a refuge from thefe 
miferies, to the fimplicity, preci- 
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fion, and humane forbearance of 
that venerable ftatute. 

Another claufe of the fame act, 
which authorizes the puniflment of 
tranfportation_on the fecond con- 
viction, even for words fpoken, 
appears to us equally repugnant to 
the merciful fpirit of the” law of 
England. By applying the punifh- 
ment of felony to a mifdemeanor 
frequently of no very aggravated 
guilt, it converts what was na 
as the chaftifement of profh 
and dangerous offenders into an 
engine by which a minifter may 
crufh his political opponents. . 

The infliction of crhel and un- 
ufual punifhment is prohibited by 
the tenth claufe of the Bill of 
Rights; and although that claufe 
was undoubtedly pointed at the 
then recent abufe of judicial dif- 
cretion in the cafes of ftate offend- 
ers, yet it is founded on a prin- 
eiple which condemns the legifla- 
tive introduction of a punifhment 
ftill more creel and unufual than 
any which is recorded even in the 
corer annals of the ftar-cham- 

r. 

It is indeed a punifhment which, 
in the feelings and apprehenfions 
of thofe who are likely to be the 
objects of the vengeance of power, 
is fcarce inferior to death. Had it 
in former times been fanctioned by 
the legiflature, it might have fub- 
jetted the moft illuftrious affertors 
of our liberties, a Locke or a 
Somers, to the combined miferies 
of banifhment, imprifonment, and 
flavery, in a barbarous country, 
with a gang of outcafts and felons. 
Removed from the view of their 
fellow fubjects, their fufferings in 
a remote region are forgotten or 
unknown, and their fpirit is no 
longer fupported by that confo- 
lation which they might otherwife 
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have found in general fympathy for 
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an unjuft convidtion or a crud iy 
caer} xii diflance ay 5 
vion deliver the agents of power 
from that dread of public obfer. 
vation and refentment, which is © 
wholefome and neceffary a check 
on the tyrannical exercife of ay. 
thority. The fame rigour, which, 
if practifed at home, would f 

he alarm: of tyranny throughout 
the nation, may be infli@ed in 4 
diftant exile without odium or 
danger. It is the nature of this 
repegeah to be at once the mot 
afe for thofe who infli&, and the 
moft cruel to thofe who fuffer it 
to deprive the oppreffed of confo. 
lation, and to deliver the oppreffor 
from reftrajnt. 

The authors of thefe ftatutes do, 
indeed, exprefsly admit that the 
materially. reftrain the liberty of the 
fubjeét; but they contend that fuch 
reftraints are neceflary, and that, if 
neceflary, they are juft. | 

We do not affirm that general 
principles are never in any degree 
to give way to the exigency of cir- 
cumftances. But we affert that 
the right of difcuffion and remon- 
ftrance is fo eflential to the con- 
ftitution, that it cannot be con- 
trouled or reftrained without a fur- 
render of the conftitution itfelf. 
When pleas of neceffity are urged, 
let it never be forgotten that pleas 
of neceffity are the ready inttru- 
ments and common juftifications of 
power without right, and that the 
means by which nations are en- 
flaved have ever been pretended to 
be neceflary to their fecurity. We 
never can admit that the delin- 
quency of individuals ought to 
work a forfeiture of the liberties of 
a nation. A neceffity for new re- 
ftraints and penalties could only 
have arifen in the prefent inftance, 
from, the inadequacy of the law, 


hi rt utterly deny, 
which we on our pa och 
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hich neither has been nor can 
proved, aid which the preambles 
‘of thefe acts themfelves do not even 
venture to -affert. “ Laws fuch. as 
thefe we fhould have felt it our 
“duty, at all times, moft ftrenuouily 
to hive oppofed, .But there are 
many circumftances peculiarto the 
prefent time, which appear to us 
greatly to aggravate their malignity 
and danger. We cannot for 
the fyftem of meafures of which 
they are a part, —the. difpofition 
from which they appear to flow, 
—the reafons by which they are 
fupported, —and the confequences 
to which they feem intended to 
lead. te 
They originate with minifters 
who are making daily encroach- 
ments on the conftitution, who 
patronize the difflemination of opi- 
nions which tend to its fubverfion, 
and who have never {pared any 
rigour of political perfecution, to 
crufh that freedom of difcuffion 
which endangered their own power. 
They are attempted to be juftified 
on principles fruitful in future en- 
croachments on liberty, and b 
reafons which, if they were valid, 
would compel us to conclude that 
the free conftitution of Great Bri- 
tain is no longer compatible with 
its quiet, and that, our only refuge 
from qnarchy is in. the eftablith- 
ment of defpotifm. They are in- 
troduced in the midft of a calami- 
tous war, when the folicitude of 
many good men for liberty has 
been weakened by an artfully ex- 
cited dread of confufion, and when 
the overgrown influence of the 
Crown receives continual acceflions 
of ftrength from the burthens and 
diftreffes of the people. They are 
the meafures of men, who, by an 
unexampled wafte of public money, 
have acquired unbounded means of 
corruption. They have been paffed 
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into laws. when a ftanding army, 
great béyond example, .is up 
in the heart of the kingdom; when 
an attempt is fy ftematically, though, 
we truft, vainly, purfued to divide 
the foldiery from their fellow-fub- 
jects; at a time when every effort 
has .been employed to. fubdue the 
{pirit of the people, to pervert their 
opinions, and to render their moft 
virtuous feelings fubfervient to the 
defigns of their oppreffors. Thus 
yoflelfed of the combined influence 
of delufion, corruption, and terror, 
the framers of thele acts feem to 
have thought the favourable mo- 
ment at length arrived for fecuring 
impunity to their own offences, 
and permanence to the corruptions 
and abufes of government, by im- 
pofing filence on the people. This 
project has hitherto been fuccefs-., 
ful. By the extenfion of the law 
of taton, and by the combination 
of vague defcription with cruel pu- 
nifhment in other ftate offences, 
minifters have gained the moft for- 
midable engine of political perfe- 
cution that can be poffefied by a 
government. By reftraints,amount- 
ing almoft to prohibition, on the 
right of the people to affemble, to 
deliberate, and to petition, they 
have fhaken the fecurity of every 
other civil and political privilege. 
In this awful conjunéture, it ap- 
pears to us to be the duty of every 
man who wifhes to fee his country 
neither fubmitted to the yoke of 
flavery, nor expofed to the dread- 
ful neceflity of appealing to force 
for the recovery of its liberties, to 
unite in a refpeétful but firm appli- 
cation to the legiflature, for the de- 
ftruction of thefe alarming inno- 


vations, and the reftoration of the’ 


ancient free conftitution of Great 
Britain. We cannot think that 
fuch an effort will be unfuccefsful. 
The ufurpations on our rights are 
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hiffers may have too haftily fup- 
will not fuffer the legiflature tg 
defpife the ¢olle¢tive opinion o 
the people.” 

They will rather, we truft, imi- 
tate the conduct of that wife. par- 
liament, whofe language we havé 
already quoted, and, like them, de- 
clare, that “ trufting his majefty’s 
loving fubjeéts will, for his cles 
mency ta them fhiewed, lowe, ferve, 
and obey him thé more heartily and 
faithfully, than for dread and fear 
of pains of body, his majefty is 
contented and pleafed that the fe- 
vérity' of fuch like extreme, dan- 
gerous, and painful laws, fhall be 
abolifhed, annulled, and made fruf- 
trate and void °.” 

To obtain this happy refult, dad 
to prepare the way for fuch an 
application to parliament, by peti- 
tion, as may carry with it the 
weiyht and authority of the national 
opinion, we have invited our fel- 
low fubje€ts to unite in the em- 
ployment of every lawful means 
for procuring a repeal of thefe 
atts, 

The meafure which we propofe 
is unqueftionably, legal and confti- 
tutional; and it appears to us to. be 
not only juftified, but called for, by 
the exigency of the times. Whew 
BAD MEN CONSPIRE, GOOD MEN 
MUST ASSOCIATE, 


Refolved, that the following be 
the 

FORM OF ASSOCIATION. 

We, whofe names are hereunto fub- 
fervibed, calling to mind the virtuous 
and memorable exertions of our ancef- 
ters in all paft ages, for the public 
happine/s and freedom of this nation, 


The 
pirit of this nation is ae as mis 


PAPER §, 


di folemnl) and. 
16 each ps Be to a 
ploy every leg and conflitutional ff 


pofed, extiné& ; and prudence itfelf fort to obtain rhe repeal of sto fatus, 
ps ny 


the oné entitled “ An the 

CAudl preventing feditirus Metin 
and Affemblies,” the ether * in ¥} 
Sor the Safety and Prefervation of his 
Majeh ’s ‘Perfon and Govérumens 

aint Ti.ajonable and‘ Sedition, 
Pradiices and Altem is 3” Aatutes 
which we hold to be Hebe fie of thy 
ancient and undoubted Jiberties 
Englifimen, as claimed, dema 
and infifled upon, at the glorious Reve. 
lution m 1688, and finally declared, 
aferted, and cotifitined, by the Bull of 

tights. 

Refolved, that the fele& com 
mitee do take fuch fleps.as they 
fhall think neceflary to forward the 
objects.of this affociation; and that 
they do from time to time adver. 
tife the fame in the public papers, 


(Signed) C. J. Fox, 





—— 


Addrefs of the City of London te hit 
Mayefly on the jafe Delivery of the 
Apes of Wales, and the Birth 
of & Princte/s. 


To the King’s moft excellent Ma- 

jefty. ) 

The humble Addrefs of the Lord 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 

of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Council affembled. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


" ‘We vour majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjeéts, the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of the city 
of London, in common council 
affembled, humbly nF oper the 
throne with our fincereft congratu- 
lations on the fafe delivery of het 
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royal 
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wat highnefs the princefsof Wales, 
Ste bert of a princels. 
Deeply fenfidle of thie true and 

ntial bleffings which we expe- 

nee Wider your majefty’s mild 
arid paternal government, as effen- 
tial to the prefervation of the reli- 

ion, laws, wegen of all your 
maijetty’s fubjects, - , 
Your faithfe! citizens of London 
muft feel themfelves hi pny intereft- 
ed in an evént which dire@ly tends 
to fecure to Britain: the fuceeffion 
of your illuftrious race on the 
tifrene of their aiceftors. 

Imprefled as we are with ‘fuch 
fentiments of loyalty and -attach- 
ment to your royal houfe, it will be 
equally our duty and delight to pro 
mote within otir feveral {pheres-a 

teful veneration for your ma- 
jefty’s facred perfon and forern: 
ment,—a due fubmiflion and refpe 
for the laws of our country, arid a 
itedfaft zeal to preferve the tran- 
quillity of the empire, as the fun- 
damental protection of the invalu- 
able privileges we enjoy. 

"Ais Majehy’s Anfwer. 

I thank yow for this dutiful and 
loyal addrefs, and for your congra- 
telations on the birth of a prin- 
cefs, : 

The repeated inftances which I 
have received of your attachment 
to my perfon, family, and govern- 
ment, are highly fatisfactory to 
ne. 


ww A 





Addreft of the City of London to her 
Mujefty on the fame Occafion. 


To the Queen’s moft excellent Ma- 

jefty. 

The humble Addrefs of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 
ef the City of London, in Com- 
mon Council affembled. 
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May it pleafe your Maje 

We hts macy’ soatidurttut aad 
loyal fubjects, the lord mayor, alder. 
men, and commons of the city of 
London, in common council af. 
fembled, Beg leave to congratitate 
your majefty upon the fafe deliv 
of her royal highnefs the princéfs 
of Wales, and the birth of a prin- 
cefs. 

The citizens of London feel the 
moft lively fentiments ofjoy onevery 
occafion which contributes to your 
majefty’s domeftic felicity; and the 


' facred line of fucceffion to the 


throne of thefe kingdoms, thus pre- 
ferved, forms a very material por- 
tion of their happinefto¢onf lang 
as they are, that no advantage will 
be wanting to form her infant 
mind after the virtuous example of 
the iliuftrious females of your ma- 
jefty’s royal houfe. | 

That your majefty may be lon 
fpared to withefs the growth o 

ofe tranfcendant vittués, of which 
vour majefty forms fo eminent a 

ttern, 1s the finceré prayer of the 
oyal citizens of London, 
Her Majefty’s Anfwer. 

I return you my fincere thanks 
for your Congratulations on the 
birth of a princefs; and I cannot 
but be very fenfible of thofe cor- 
dial expreffions of attention to me 
with which they are accompanied, 
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Copy of a Circular Letter from the 
Duke of Portland to the Lieutenants 
of Counties on the Sea Coaft, dated 
Whitchall, November 5, 1796. 


My Lorn, 
As it would materially add to the, 
difficulties which already oppofe 
themfelves' to any attempts which 


it is poflible the enemy may be in-. 


duced to make upon our coaft, if 
the live and dead {tock of individu- 
als 
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als refiding near the fea-coaft was ‘ 


apable of being inftantly removed 
and fecured for the benefit of the 
proprietors, I am commanded to re- 
commend it to your lordfhip to 
exert your influence in panling to 
be made out, as fpeedily as poffible, 
an account of live and dead ftock, 
A fuch of the parifles of the 
county of Suffex as are within ten 
or twelve miles of the fea. 

With refpect to the mode of mak- 
ing out the account required, I take 
this opportunity of tran{mitting to 

our ford (hip the form in which it 

as been executed by the voluntary 
exertions of the gentlemen of the 
county of Dorfet; and fhall beg to 
ubmit it for your lordfhip’s confi- 
deration and adoption, unlefs where 
it may be found neceffary to deviate 
from it, in confequence of local 
circumftances and fituations. 

With refpeé&t to the mode in 
which it is propofed to remove fuch 
live and dead ftock in cafe it fhould 
be neceffary, your lordfhip will 
communicate with the commander 
in chief of the diftrict in which the 
county of Suffex lies, and will con- 
cert with him fuch previous mea- 
fures for this purpofe as may be 
judged requifite. . 

The meeting which I have defir- 
ed your lordfhip to call on the fub- 
ject of my circular letter of this 
day’s date, will afford you an op- 
portunity of fubmitting this letter 
to the confideration of the deputy- 
Meuténants and the magiftracy of 
the county of Suffex, and will con- 
fequently lead to the immediate ad- 
option of fuch meafures as fhall 
be neceffary to enable the return to 
be made, which. I am perfuaded 
your lordfhip wil! be of opinion is 
fo much to be wifled for. 

I am further to inform your lord- 
fhip, that the lords commiffioners 
of the treafury have received his 
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majefty’s pleafure, that they thould 


take fuch previous meafures asm; 
be neceflary for defraying any ex. 
pences which may avife, in confe- 
quence of fuch poffible removal of 
live and dead ftock as I have fup- 
poted, as well as-of any particular . 
offes which may eventually be oc. 
cafioned thereby. 

Although this circumftance js 
fuch as muft obviate every poffible 
objection to the meafure, | am ne- 
verthelefs confident, that all thofe 
whom it may concern would, ex. 
clufively of every perfonal confide. 
ration or motive, join with the ut- 
moft alacrity in the execution of a 
meafure which has for its obje& 
the general fafety of the country, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

PoRTLAND, 





A Proclamation of his Excellency the 
- Lord: Lieutenant of Ireland againft 
illegal and treafonable Affociations, 


CAMDEN, 

Whereas we have received infors 
mation, that divers ill-affeéted per- 
fons have entered into illegal and 
treafonable affociations, in feveral. 
parts of the counties of Antrim,, 
Down, Tyrone, Londonderry, and 
Armagh, to fubvert the eftablifhed 
government of this kingdom; and, 
for the effecting fuch their trea, 
fonable purpofes, have affaffinated 
divers of his majefty’s faithful and 
loyal fubjeéts, who have endea- 
voured, and threaten to affaffinate 
others who fhall endeavour, to de+ 
teét or fupprefs their treafon; 
in further profecution of their des 
figns, have endeavoured to detet 
his majefty’s loyal fubjects from m- 
rolling themfelves under oficers: 
commiffioned by his majefty for the 
defence of this kingdom, durin 
the prefent war, by maining - 
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setroring their cattle, and by af- 
faulting and wantonly wounding 
one perfon, avowedly becaufe he 
had inrolled himfelf, and by threat- 
ening affaffination againft all per- 
fons who fhould fo inroll them- 
felves; and in further profecution 
of fuch their purpofes, have, by fe- 
lonious and other illegalmeans, en- 
- deavoured fecretly to procure am- 
munition and other warlike ftores ; 
and particularly, that feveral evil- 
difpofed perfons lately broke into 
‘one of his majefty’s ftores in the 
town of Belfaft, in the county of 
Antrim, and thereout took and 
carried away ten barrels of gun- 
powder. 

And whereas we have alfo receiv- 
ed information, that, on Tuefday the 
ift of November inftant, a confi- 
derable number of armed men, af- 
fociated in the aforefaid treafonable 
confpiracies, entered the town of 
Stewarftown, in the county of Ty- 
rone, and cut and maimed feveral 
of the peaceable inhabitants of the 
faid town, who had refufed to join 
in their affociations, and who had 
agreed to inroll themfelves in the 
corps under officers to be commif 
fioned by his majefty, for the pre- 
fervation of the public peace, and 
for the TRA of the kingdom 
againft foreign invafion. 

And whereas we have alfo. re- 
ceived information, that, in further 
profecution of the faid treafonable 
purpofes, many large bodies of 
nien have affembled, and’ arrayed 
themfelves, and marched in mili- 
tary order, and with military mu- 
fic, through feveral parts of the 
faid diftri¢ts, under pretence of 
faving corn, and digging potatoes, 
(though they far exceeded the num- 
ber neceflary to be employed in 
fuch fervice) to the very great ter- 
ror of the loyal and faithful fub- 
jects of his majefty. 

1796, 
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And whereas fuch  treafonable 
outrages have caufed well-ground. 
ed alarms in the minds of his ma- 
jetty’s faithful fubjects, and are of 
the moft dangerous and pernicious 
tendency. 

Now we, the lord lieutenant and 
privy council, being determined to 
maintain the public peace, and to 
afford protection to all his majefty’s 
loyal fubjeéts, and immediately and 
effectually to exercife all powers 
with which the conftitution has in- 
vefted us for thefe purpofes, do 
forewarn all perfons of ‘the danger 
they may incur, and, on their alle- 
giance, charge them to defift from 
fuch treafonable practices. 

And we do hereby ftritly charge 
and command all mayors, fheriffs, 
juftices of the peace, and other 
peace officers, and all officers civil 
and military in.this kingdom, and 
all other his majefty’s loving fub- 
jeéts, as they tender their allegiance 
to his majefty, and their own fafety, 
to ufe their beft endeavours to pre- 
vent, and, where that cannot be 
done, to difcover and bring to juf- 
tice thofe concerned in the aforefaid 
practices; and to prevent and di- 
{perfe all treafonable, feditious, or 
unlawful affemblies ;. the neceflary 
orders having been already iflued 
to the feveral officers of his ma- 
jeftv’s forces in this kingdom, to be 
aiding and affifting to the civil ma- 
giftrates in the execution of their 
duties for that purpofe. 

Given at the council chamber in 

Dublin, the 6th day of No- 
vember, 1796+ 


—— 


A Proclamation by the Lord Lieute- 
nant and Council of Ireland, de 
ciaring certain Parts of the County 
of Dewn in a State of Difiurvance. 


CamDEN. 
Whereas, by an ac of parliament 
(L) patted 














paffed in this kingdom, in the 36th 
year of his majeity’s reign, intitul- 
ed, “ An Act more effectually to 
fupprefs Infurreétions, and to pre- 
vent the Difturbance of the public 
Peace,” it is enacted, that it fhall be 
lawful forthe juftices ofthe peace, of 
any county, aflembled at a fpecial 
feffion in manner by the faid act di- 
rected, not being fewer than feven, 
or the major part of them, one of 
whom to be of the quorum, if they 
judge fit, upon due confideration 
of the ftate of the county, to ng 
nify by memorial, by them figned, 
to the lord lieutenant, or other chief 
governor or governors of this king- 
~ egres they confidertheir county, 
or any part thereof, to be in a ftate 
of difturbance, or in immediate dan- 
ger of becoming fo, and praying 
that the lord lieutenant and council 
_may proclaim fuch county, or part 
thereof, to be in a ftate of difturb- 
ance, thereupon it fhali be lawful 
for the lord Eeutenant, or other 
chief governor of governors of this 
kingdom, by and with the advice 
of his majefty’s privy council, By 
proclamation, to declare fuch coun- 
ty, or any part of fuch county, to 
be in a ftate of difturbance, or in 
immediate danger of becoming fo, 
and alfo fuch parts of any adjoin- 
ing county or counties as fuch chief 
governor or governors fhall think 
fit, in order to prevent the conti- 
nuance or extenfion of fuch dif- 
turbance. 

And whereas twenty-four juftices 
of the peace of the county of 
Down (feveral of them being of 
the quorum) being the major part 
of the juftices of the peace daly 
aflembled, purfuant to the faid aét, 
at a fpecial feflion of the peace, 
holden at Hillfborough, in the faid 
county, on Friday the 11th day of 
November inftant, have, by me- 


_orial by them figned, fignified to 
3 
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his excellency the lord lieute; 
that certain parts of the faid’coun 
are in a ftate of difturbance, and 


have thereby prayed that t 
lieutenant i council Ha a 


claim the parithes of Tully; 
te onaghcloney, Moi 
aralin, and Seapatrick, bei 


parts of thte faid county of Dew 
to. be in a ftate of difturbance of 
which all juftices of the pe , and 
other magiftrates and peace officers 
of the faid county, are to take nos 
tice. 

Given at the council chamber} 
Dublin, the 16th day of Neveth 

er, 1796. 


W. Armagh Carleton 
Clare, C, Yelverton 
Weftineath Ch. Fitzgerald | 
Bellamont J. Beresford 
Altamont H. Cavendiff 
Portarlington Her. Langrifhe 
Clonmell T. Pelham 
Ely Arthur Wolfe 
Dillon Jaines Fitz 
Mountjoy Robert Rofs 
Muftkerry Lodge Morres 
Donoughmore _ S. Hamilton 
God fave the King, 


— 





Treaty of Peace, concluded betwem 
the French Republic and the King f 
Sardinia, May 1§, 1799. 


The French republic and his ma- 
jefty the king of Sardinia, equally 
animated by the defire of making 
a happy peace fucceed to the war 
which divides them, have appott- 
ed, viz. the executive directory, m 
the name of the French republig 
citizén Charles Delacroix, mini 
of foreign affairs, and his majelty 
the king of Sardinia, M. M. theche- 
valiers de Revel and de Tonzo, @ 
negotiate the yee a gers 

e-eftablifhing ane ¢ 
proper for re-eft S idating 
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folidating good harmony between 


the two ftates; who, after having 


exchanged their full and refpective 


wers, have agreed to the follow- 
i articles : 

‘. There fhall be peace and good 

neighbourhood between the French 
republic and the king of Sardinia. 
All hoftilities fhall ceafe between 
the two powers, reckoning from 
the time of figning the prefent 
treaty. i. 
If. The king of Sardinia revokes 
all adhefion, confent, or acceffion, 
public or fecret, given by him to 
the armed coalition againft the 
French republic; and all the treaties 
of alliance, offenfive and defenfive, 
which he may have concluded a- 
gainft the faid republic with any 
power whatfoever. He fhall not 
furnifh any contingent in men or 
money to any power armed againft 
France, upon any pretence, or un- 
der any authority whatfoever. 

III. The king of Sardinia fairly 
and entirely renounces for ever, 
for himfelf and his fucceffors, in fa- 
vour of the French republic, all 
the rights which he-can pretend to 
=e to Savoy, and the counties of 

ice, Tenda, and Breuil. 

{V. The limits between the ftates 
of the king of Sardinia and the de- 

rtments of the French republic 

all be marked by a line through 
the moft advanced points of the 
frontier of Piedmont, the fummits, 
plateaux (flat tops of hills), moun- 
tains, and other places hereafter 
defcribed, as well as the interme- 
diate fummits and plateaux, viz. 
tom the point wherg the frontiers 
of ci-devant Francigny, duchy of 
Aofte and Valais, unite to the. ex- 
tremity of the Glaciers, or Monts- 
Maudits. 

ift. The fummits or plateaux 


of the Alps at the rifing of the 
ol-mayor. 


2d. Little Saint Bernard, and the 
hofpital fituated there. ~ 

3d. The fummits or plateaux of 
Mont-Alban, of the Col-de-Crea 
fance, and of Mont-Iferan. 

4th, Turing a little towards the 
fouth, the fummits or plateaux of 
Cerat and of Gros-Caval. 

th. Great Mont-Cenis, and the 
ho{pital which ftands to the fouth- 
eaft of the lake of that mountain, 
6th. Little Mont-Cenis, 

7th. The fummits or plateaux 
which feparate the valley of Bare 
donach from the Val-des-Prés. 

8th. Mont-Genevre. 

~ goth. The fummits or plateaux 
which feparate the valley of Quires 
from that of Vaudois. 

roth, Mont-de-Vaudois, 

t1th. Mont-de-Vifo. 

12th. Mont-de-l’Argenterie. 

13th. The fource of the Abayette 
and the Sture. 

14th. The mountains between 
the vallies of Sture and Geffo, on 
one part; and thofe of Saint E- 
tienne or Tinea, of St. Martin or 
Vezubia, of Tenda or of Roya, on 
the other. 

tsth. Leroche-Barbon, on the 
confines of the {tate of Genoa, 

If fome communes, habitations, 
or portions of téiritories of the 
faid communes, actually in friend- 
fhip with the French republic, fall’ 
without the line of frontiers above 
defcribed, they fhall continue to 
make part of the republic, not- 
withftanding . any taftvence that 
may be ees to the contrary from 
this article. 

V. The king of Sardinia engages 
not to permit emigrants or perfons 
tran{ported from the French repube 
lic to ftop or refide in his domi- 
nions. He may, however, retain 
in his fervice the emigrants of the 
departments of Mont Blanc and 
of the Maritime Alps, fo jong a8 

(L 2) they 
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they give no caufe of complaint 
by enterprifes or manceuvres. tend- 
ing to oppofe the internal fafety of 
the republic. Ros As 3 

VI. The king of Sardinia re- 
nounces all demand of recovery, 
or perfonal claim which he might 


presen to exercife againft the. 


rench republic for caufes anterior 
to the prefent treaty. ' 


VII. There fhall be immediately. 


concluded between the two powers 
a treaty of commerce on an equita- 
ble bafis, and fuch as may fecure to 
the French nation.advantages, at 
leaft equal to ‘thofe enjoyed in 
the dominions of the king of Sar- 
dinia by the moft favoured na- 
tions. 

In the mean time, all communi- 
cations and commercial relations 
fhall be re-eftablifhed. 

VIII. The king of Sardinia ob- 
liges himfelf to grant a full and 
entire amnefty to all his fubjedts 
who have been profecuted for poli- 
tical opinions. Every procefs which 
may have been raifed on this fub- 
jeét, as well as the judgments which 
have intervened, are abolifhed. All 
their property, moveable and im- 
moveable, or the value thereof if 
it has been fold, fhall be reftored 
without delay. It fhall be lawful 

for thém to difpofe of it, to return 
and refide in the dominions. of the 
king of Sardinia, or to retire there- 
from. . 

IX. The French republic and his 
majefty the king of Sardinia en- 
gage, to fuperfede the ifequeftration 
of all effeéts, revenues, or property, 
feized, confifcated, detained, or fold, 
belonging to the citizens or fubjects 
of either power, relative to the ac- 
tual war, and to admit them re- 
{peétively to the legal exercife of 
the a@ions or rights which may 
belong to them. 
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P x: All the prifoners, refpe@ 
made, hall be* reftored ig ce? 
month, reckoning from the i 


“change of the ratifications of the 


prefent treaty, ou paying the debts 


-which they may have -contra@ed 


during their captivity. 

The fick and the wounded thal] 
continue to be taken care of in the 
refpective hofpitals. They fhallbe 
reftored when cured. 

XI. Neither. of the contra@in 
powers fhall grant a paflage through 
its territory to the troops of any 
enemy of the other. 

XII. Befides” the fortreffes of 
Coni, .Ceva, and Tortona, as well 
as the territory which the troops of 
the republic occupy, or ought to 
occupy, they fhall occupy the for- 
trefles of Exiles, Affiette, Sufa, 
Brunette, Chateau Dauphin, and 
Alexandria; for which laft place 
Valence fhall be fubftituted, if the 
general in chief of the French re. 
public prefer it. 

XIII. The fortreffes and territo- 
ries above defcribed fhall be re- 
ftored to the king of Sardinia upon 
the conclufion of the treaty of coms 
merce between the republic and his 
majefty, of general peace, and the 
eftablifhment of the line of fron- 
tiers, 

XIV. The country occupied by 
the troops of the republic, and 
which fhould be definitively re- 
ftored, fhall remain under the civil 
government of his Sardinian ma- 
jefty, but: fhall be liable to levies of 
military contributions, and furnihh- 
ing’provifion or forage which have 
been or «may be exacted for the 
fipply of the French army. 

XV. The fortifications of Br- 
nette and Sufa, as well as the m- 
trenchments, formed above that 
town, fhall bedemolifhed and 


ftroyed, at the expence of yin’ 















Sa. -, er~,.ae 


ee Va 


~ — 


° eS OEE 


ae 


oS ¢ t 





PUBLIC: P 


dinian majefty, at the direction of : 


commiffioners ‘appointed by “the 
executive dire€tory. i 


- The king of Sardinia fhall not be --. 
rmitted to eftablifh or repair any’. 


rtification on this part of . the. 
frontier. Pei 
. XVI. The artillery of occupied 
places, the demolition of whietr is 


not f{tipulated by the prefent treaty, . 


fhall be employed for the fervice 


ofthe republic, but fhall be re-~ 


ftored with the other fortreffes at 
the fame epoch to his Sardinian 
majefty. The ftores and provifions 
which may be there, fhall be con- 
flimed, ‘vithout recovery, for the 
fervice of the republican army. 

XVII. The French troops fhall 
have free paflage through the {tates 
of the king of Sardinia, in entering 
or returning from the interior of 
Italy. 

* XVIII. The king of Sardinia 
accepts the mediation of the French 
republic for definitively terminat- 
ing the differences which have long 
fubfifted between his majefty and 
the republic of Genoa, and for 
deciding on their refpeétive claims. 

XIX. Conformable to the fixth 
article of the treaty concluded at 
the Hague, on the 27th Floreal, 3d 
year, the Batavian republic is in- 
cluded in the prefent treaty. There 
fhall be peace and friendfhip be- 
tween that republic and the king 
of Sardinia. Every thing fhall be 
eftabliflied between them on the 
fame footing as before the preced- 
ing war. 

XX. The king of Sardinia fhall 
difavow, by his minifter to the 
French republic, the proceedings 
employed towards the laft ambafla- 
dor of France. 

XXI, The prefent treaty thall be 
ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed, in le{s than one month, 


ad 
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reckoning from the figning of the 

prefent treaty. 

* Done and concluded at Paris,. 
the 25th Floreal,.4th year of 

* the French republic, one and 
indivifible, anfivering to the 


."*. + rgth of May, 1796. 


(Signed) 
»Cuarces Devacrorx. 
' Le Cwevarier De REvet. 
Le Cuevarier Dg Tonzo. 
_The executive directory decree 
and fign the prefent treaty of peace 
with the king of Sardinia, nego- 
tiated in the name of the French 
yey: by the minifter of foreign 
affairs, appointed by the executive 
directory, by a decree of the 22d 
Floreal, and charged with inftruc- 
tions to that effe 
At Paris, the 28th Floreal, 4th 
year of the French republic 
one and indivifible, 
(Signed) 
LeTouRNEUR, 
REWBELL, 
Carnot, 
P. Barras, 
L. M. Revercvere Lepavux. 





Treaty of Peace concluded between 
the French Republic and the King 
of the Iwo Sicilies, O&. 10, 
1796. 


The French republic and _ his 
majefty the king of the Two Sici- 
lies, equally animated with the de- 
fire to make the advantages of 
peace fucceed to the miferies in- 
feparable from war, have named, 
viz. the executive direétory, in the 
name of the French republic, the 
citizen Charles Delacroix, mini- 
fter for foreign affairs ; and his ma- 
jefty the king of the Two Sicilies, 
the prince of Belmonte Pignatelli, 
gentleman of the chamber, and his 

(L 3) envoy 
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envoy extraordinary and minifter 

lenipotentiary to his catholic ma- 
jefty, to treat, in their name, the 
claufes and conditions proper to 
re-eftablifl: good underftanding and 
friendfhip between the two powers ; 
who, after having exchanged their 
refpective full powers, have agreed 
on the following articles : 

I. There fhail be peace, friend- 
fhip, and good underftanding, be- 
tween the French republic and his 
majefty the king of the Two Sici- 
lies: in confequence, all hoftilities 
fhall definitively ceafe, reckoning 
from therday of the exchange of 
the ratification of the present treaty. 
Meanwhile, and till that period, 
the conditions ftipylated by the 
armiftice concluded on the 17th 
Prairial of the 4th year ¢s5th ofJune, 
1796) fhall continue to have full 
power and effect. 

II, Every anterior act, engage- 
ment, or convention, on the one 
part or the other of the two con- 
tracting parties, which is contra- 
ry to the prefent treaty, is re- 
voked, and fhall be regarded as 
nujl, and of no effeét; in confe- 
quence, during the courfe of the 
prefent war, neither of the two 
powers fhall furnifh to the enemies 
of the other, any fuccours of troops, 
fhips, arms, warlike ftores, provi- 
fions, or money, under any title or 
denomination whatfoever. 

III. His majefty the king of the 
Two Sicilies fhal! obferve the moft 
ftri& neutrality towards all the bel- 
ligerent powers; in canfequence, 
he pledges himfelf to prevent in- 
difcriminately accefs to his ports 
to all armed fhips of war belong- 
ing to the faid powers, which fhall 
exceed four, according to the re- 

ulations acknowledged by the 
Bid neutrality. All ftores or mer- 
chandife, known by the name of 
contraband, thal! be refufed them. 
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IV. All fecurity and 
fhall be granted, 2 int bay 
whatever, in the ports and roads 
of the Two Sicilies, to all French 
merchantmen, of whatfoever nym. 
ber they may be, and to all the 
fhips of war of the republic, nog 
exceeding the number fpecified in 
the above article. 

V. The French republic and the 
king of the Two Sieilies engage to 
take off the fequeftration from all 
effects, revenues, and goods, feized 
confi{cated, and kept from the citie 
zens or fubjeéts of both pow 
in confequence of the prefent war, 
and to admit them refpeétively to 
the legal exercife of all civil righty 
that qay belong to them. 

VI. All selamace made on one 
fide or the other, comprifing mas 
riners and failors, fhall be recipros 
cally reftored within a month, reck- 
oning from the exchange of the 
ratification of the prefent treaty, 
paying the debts which they may 
have contracted during their ¢ 
tivity ; the fick and wounded fhall 
continue to be taken care of in 
the refpective hofpitals, and thall 
be reftored upon their recovery. 

VII. To give a proof of his 
friendfhip for the French republic, 
and of his fincere defire to maintain 
the moft perfect harmony between 
the two powers, his majefty the 
king of the Two Sicilies confents 
to fet at liberty every French 
citizen who may have been af» 
refted and detained in his ftates, oa 
account of his political — 
refpedting the French revolution 
all goods and property, moveable 
or immoveable, which may havt 
been fequeftrated on the fame ats 
count, fhall. be reftored to them. 

VIII. From the fame motives 
which diétated the preceding a» 
ticle, his majefly the king of the 
Two Sicilies engages to caule 


proper 
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per fearch to be made for dif- 
covering, by legal means, and for 
iving up to the rigour of the laws, 
Fe perfons who ftole, in 1795, the 
* papers belonging to the late mi- 
nifter of the French republic. 

1X. The ambaffadors or minifters 
of the two contraéting powers fhall 
enjoy, in their refpective ftates, the 
fame prerogatives and precedence 
which they enjoyed before the 
war, excepting thofe which were 
allowed them as family ambaffa- 
dors. 

X. Every French citizen, and 
all perfons belonging to the houfe- 
hold of the ambaflador or minifter; 
or to that of the confuls and other 
authorifed andacknowledged agents 
of the French republic, fhall en- 
joy, in the ftates of his majefty the 
king of the Two Sicilies, the fame 
freedom of religious worfhip as is 
enjoyed by the individuals of thofe 
nations, not catholics, which are 
the moft favoured in that refpec. 

XI. There fhall be negotiated 
and concluded, without delay, a 
treaty of commerce between the 
two powers, founded on the bafis 
of mutual utility, and fuch as fhall 
infure to the French nation advan- 
tages equal to all thofe which are 
enjoyed in the kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies by the moft favoured 
nations. Until the completion of 
this treaty, the commercigl and 
confular relations fhall be recipro- 
cally re-eftablifhed on the eae 
footing as before the war. 

XII. In conformity with the 
fixth article of the treaty concluded 
at the Hague on the 27th Floreal, 
in the third year of the republic 
(16th of May, 1795, old ftyle), 
the fame peace, friendfhip, and 
good underftanding, that are ftipu- 
lated in the prefent treaty between 
tie French republic and his ma- 
jefty the king of the Two Sicilies, 
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fhall fubfift between his majefty 
and the Batavian republic. 

XHI. The prefent treaty fhall 
be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed, within forty days from 
the date hereof. 7 

Done at Paris roth Vendemiaire, 

in the sth year of the French 
republic, one and indivifible, 
correfponding with the roth 
Oédtober, 1796, (old ftyle). 
(Signed) Cuarves Deracrorx, 
The Prince of BeLMonts% 
PIGNATELLI. 





Treaty of Alliance Offenfive and De- 
Senfive between the French Republie™ 
and the King of Spain, dug. 19, 
1796. 


The executive directory of the 
French republic, and his catholic 
majefty the king of Spain, animat- 
ed by the with to ftrengthen the 
bonds of amity and good under- 
ftanding happily re-eftablifhed be- 
tween France and Spain by the 
treaty of peace concluded at Baile 
on the 4th Thermidor, in the 
third year of the republic, (July 
22, 1795) have refolved to form 
an offenfive and defenfive treaty of 
alliance for whatever concerns the 
advantages and common. defence 
of the two nations ; and they have 
charged with this important nego- 
tiation, and have given their full 
powers to, the under-mentioned 
perfons; namely, the executive di- 
rectory of the French republic, to 
citizen Dominique Catherine Pe- 
rignon, general of divifion of the 
republic, and its ambaffador to his 
catholic majefty the king of Spain; 
and his catholic majefty the king 
of Spain, to his excellency Don 
Manuel de Godot, prince of peace, 
duke of Alcudia, &c. &c. &c. who, 
after the refpective communication 
(L 4) and 
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and exchange of their full powers, 
have azieed on the following ar- 
ticles: } 

I. There fhall exif for ever an 
offenfive and defenfive alliance 
between the French republic and 
his catholic majefty the king of 
Spain. 

Il. The two contracting powers 
fhall be mutual guarantees,Avith- 
out any referve or exception, in 
the moft authentic and abfolute 
way, of all the itates, territories, 
iflands, and other places which they 
poffefs, and fhall refpectively pof- 
fefs. And if one of the two powers 
flall be in the fequel, under what- 
ever pretext it may, be, menaced 
or attacked, the other promifes, 
engages, and binds itfelf to help it 
with its good offices, and to fuc- 
cour it on its requifition, as fhall 
be ftipulated in the following ar- 
ticles. 

[1I. Within the fpace of three 
months, reckoning from the mo- 
ment of the requifition, the power 
called on fhall hold in readinefs, 
and place in the difpofal of the 
power calling, 15 fhips of the line, 
three of which fhall be three- 
deckers, or of 80 guns, twelve of 
from 70 to 74, fix frigates of a 

roportionate force, and four floops 
or light veffels, all equipped, arm- 
ed, and viétualled for iix months, 
and ttored forayear. Thefe naval 
forces fhall be affembled by the pow- 
er called on, in the particular port 
pointed out by the power calling. 

JV. In cafe the requiring power 
may have judged it proper, for the 
commencement of holtilities, ‘to 
confine to the one-half the fuccour 
which was to have been given in 
execution of the preceding article, 


it may, at any epoch of the cam- 


paign, call for the other half of. the 
aforefaid fuccour, which fhall be 
furnidied in the mode and-withia 
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the fpace fixed. This ‘fpace of 
time to be reckoned from the new 
requifition. 

V. The power called on fhall in 
the fame way place at the difpofal 
of the requiring power, within the 
{pace of three months; reckonin 
from the moment of the requifi-' 
tion, eighteen thoufand infantry, 
and fix thoufand cavalry; with a 
proportionate train of artillery, 
ready to be employed in Europe, 
and for the defence of the colonies 
which the contra¢tin powers pof. 
fefs in the Gulf of Mexico. 

VI. The requiring power fhall 

be allowed to fend one or feveral 
commiffioners for the purpofe of 
affuring itfelf whether, conforma. 
bly to the proveseg articles, the 
power called on has put itfelf in a 
ftate to commence hoftilities on 
the day fixed with the land and fea 
forces. 
_ VIL. Thefe fuccours fhall be en- 
tirelv placed at the difpofal of the 
requiring power, which ‘may leave 
them in the ports and on the terri- 
tory of the power called on, or em- 
ploy them in expeditions it may 
think fit to undertake, without be- 
ing obliged to give an account of 
the motives by which it may have 
been determined. 

VIL. The demand of the fuc- 
cours ftipulated in the preceding 
articles, made by one of the pow- 
ers, fhall fuffice to prove the need 
it has of them, and fhall bind the 
other power to difpofe of them, 
without its being neceffary to enter 
into any difcuflion relative to the 
queftion whether the war it pro- 
pofes be offenfive or defenfive ; oF 
without any explanation being re- 
quired, which may tend to elude 
the moft fpeedy and exaét accom 
plifiment of what is ftipulated. 

IX. The troops and fhips de- 
manded fhall continue at the dif- 


pofal 





pofal of the requiring power during 
the whole continuance of the war, 
without its incurring in any cafe 
any expence. The et called 
@n hall maintain them in all places 
where its ally fhall caufe them to 
a&, as if it employed them directly 
for itfelf. It is fimply agreed on, 
that, during the whole of the time 
when the aforefaid troops or fhips 
fhall be on the territory or in the 

rts of the requiring power, it 
fhall furnith from its magazines or 
arfenals whatever may be neceflary 
to them, in the fame way and at 
the fame price as it fupplies its own 
troops and fhips, 

X. The power called on fhall 
immediately replace the — it 
furnifhes, which maybe lott by 
accidents of war or Of the fea. It 
fhall alfo repair the loffes the troops 
it fupplies may fufter. 

XI. If the aforefaid fuccours are 
found to be, or fhould become 
infufficient, the two contracting 
powers fhall put on foot the great- 
eft forces they poflibly can, as well 
by fea as by land, againft the ene- 
my of the power attacked, which 
fhall employ the aforefaid forces, 
gither by combining them, or by 
catifing them to aét feparately, and 
this conformably to a plan con- 
certed between them. | 

XII. The fuccours ftipulated by 
the preceding articles fhall be fur- 
nifhed in all the wars the contracting 
powers may have to maintain, even 
in thofe in which the party called 
on may not be direétly interefted, 


and may aét merely as a fimple 
auxiliary, 


XIII. In the cafe in which 


the motives of hoftilities being pre- 
judicial to both parties, they may 
declare war with one common af- 
fent againft one or feveral powers, 
the limitations eftablifhed in the 
preceding articles fhall ceafe to 
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take place, and the two contraéting 
powers fhall be bound to bring 
into action againft the comniton 
enemy the whole of their land and 
fea forces, and to concert their 
plans fo as to direct them towards 
the moft convenient points, either 
feparately or by uniting them. 
They equally bind themfelves, im 
the cafes pointed out in the pre~ 
fent article, not to treat for peace 
unlefs with one common confent, 
and in fuch a way as that each 
fhall obtain the fatisfaétion which 
is its due. 

XIV. In the cafe in which one 
of the powers fhall aét merely as 
an auxiliary, the power which 
alone fhall find itfelf attacked may 
treat of peace feparately, but fo as 
that no prejudice may refult from 
thence to the auxiliary power, and 
that it may even turn as muchas 
poflible to its direct advantage. 
For this, purpofe advice fhall be 
given to the auxiliary power of the 
mode and time agreed on for the 
opening and fequel of the negotia- 
tions. 

XV. Without any delay there 
fhall be concluded a treaty of com- 
merce on the moft equitable bafis, 
and reciprocally advantageous to 
the two nations, which fhall fe. 
cure to each of them, with its ally, 
a marked preference for the pro 
ductions of its foil or manufaétures, 
or at leaft advantages equal to thofe 
which the moft favoured nations 
enjoy in their refpective ftates. 
The two powers engage to make 
inftantly a common caufe to re- 
prefs and annihilate the maxims 
adopted by any country whatever, 
which may be fubverfive of their 
prefent principles, and which may 
bring into danger the fafety of the 
neutral flag, and the refpeét which 
is due to it, as well as to raife and 


re-eftablith the colonial fyftem of 
Spain 
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Spain on the footing on which it 
has fubfifted, or ought to fubfift, 
conformably to treaties. 

XVI. The charaéter and jurif- 
diction of the confuls fhali be at 
the fame time recognized and re- 

ulated by a particular convention. 

he conventions anterior to the 
*prefent treaty fhall be provifionally 
g¢xecuted. 

XVII. To avoid every difpute 
between the two powers, they fhall 
be bound to employ themfelves 
4mmediately, and without delay, in 
the explanation and developement 
of the VIlIth article of the treaty 
of Bafle, concerning the frontiers, 
conformable to the inftructions, 
plans, and memoirs, which fhall be 
communicated throughthe medium 
of the plenipotentiaries who nego- 
tiate the prefent treaty. 

XVIII. England being the only 
power againft which Spain has di- 
rect grievances, the prefent alli- 
ance fhall not be executed unlefs 
againft her during the prefent war ; 
and Spain fhall remain neuter with 
refpect to the other powers armed 
againit the republic. 

XIX. The ratifications of the 
prefent treaty fhall be exchanged 
within a month from the date of 
its being figned. 

Done at St. Ildephonfo, 2nd 
Fructidor, (Aug. 19) the 4th year 
of the French republic, one and in- 
divifible. 

(Signed) PeriGNnon, and the 
Prince of Pgace. 

The executive directory refolves 
on and figns the prefent offenfive 
and defentive treaty of alliance with 
his catholic majefty the king of 
Spain, Negotiated in the name of 
tne French republic by citizen 
Dominique Catherine Perignon, 


general of divifion, founded on 
powers to that effect by a refolu- 
tion of the executive directory, 





P U'B LIC: 





PAPER §&, 


dated 20 Meflidor, (Sept. 
charged with its AS onl ee 
Done at the national palace of 
the ont directory, the fourth 
ear of the French republi 
and fadivifible. 58 f2.: 
Conformable to the original, 
(Signed) Revertigre Lee 
PAUX, prefident. 
By the executive directory, 
LaGarpbs, fecretary general, 
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Treaty between the King of Pruffa 
and the French Republic, re/pecting 
the Neutrality of the North of Gers 
many, Aug. §, 1796. 


His majefty the king of Pruffia, 
and the French republic, having 
deemed it proper to modify, in a 
manner agreeable to exifting cir. 
cumftances, the ftipulations relative 
to the neutrality of the northern 


, part of Germany agreed upon by 


the treaty of Bafle, the sth of 
April, 1795, and by the conven. 
tion of the 17th of May; they 
named, to concert on that fubjed, 
viz. his Pruffian majefty, Sieur 
Chretien Henri Count de Haug- 
wiltz, his minifter of ftate for t 
war department: and the French 
republic, citizen Antoine Caillard, 
its minifter plenipotentiary at Ber- 
lin; who, having mutually ex- 
changed their powers, have agreed 
on the following articles: 

The French republic will abftain 
from extending the operations of 
the war, and from fending troops, 
either by land or fea, into the ftates 
included in the following line of 
demarcation: 

This line to begin from the part 
of the duchy of Holftein fituate 
on the north fea, extending down 
the coaft of that fea, on the fide of 
Germany, and including the terri 


tory in which the &bibe difem- 
bogues 











es itfelf, together with the We- 
pee the Bimseas wellas theiflands 
fituated in thofe diftri€ts, as far as 
Forcum, from thence to the fron- 
tiers of Holland, as far as Anholt, 
pafling Herenberg, and including 
the Pruffian poffeflions near Se- 
venaer, as far as Bair on the Yfel ; 
it will then continue down that 
river to the place where it mixes its 
waters with the Rhine; the line will 
then go up the latter river as far as 
Weld, and farther on, to the place 
where the Roer throws itfelf into 
the Rhine; it will then extend 
along the left bank of the Roer to 
its fource ; after which, leaving the 
city of Nedebach to the left, it 
will take its direction towards the 
Eder, the courfe of which it will 
follow until that river meets the 
Fuld; and then it will go up that 
river as far as its fource. 

The French republic will con- 
fider as neutral ftates all thofe in 
the line, on condition that they 
_ obferve on their fide a ftriét neu- 
trality; the firft point of which 
will be to furnifh, for the future, 
for the continuation of the war, 
no pecuniary contributions of any 
kind whatever; to order back im- 
mediately, if they hayg not alrea- 
dy done fo, their re{fiective con- 
tingents of troops, and that in the 
{pace of two months from the 
figning of the prefent treaty; and 
not to contract any new engage- 
ment, which may authorize them 
to furnifh troops to the powers at 
war with France. The ftates which 
do not act agreeably to thefe con- 
ditions fhall be excluded from the 
benefit of the neutrality. 

As for that part of the county of 
La Marck, which, being on the 
left bank of the Roer, is not in- 
cluded in the above line, it will 
neverthelefs enjoy the benefits of 
this treaty in the fulleft extent ; 
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but his Pruffian majefty confents. 
to allow the troops of the belli- 
gerent powers to pafs through it, 
on condition that they do not there 
eftablith the theatre of the war, nor 
poffefs themfelves of entrenched 
pofitions, &c. &c, 

Given at Berlin, Auguft sth, 
1796,. old ftyle, and the 18th 
Thermidor, 4th year of the French 
republic. 

(Signed) Curetien Havcwittz, 
Anroine-CaILiarp. 





Anfwer of the Prefident of the United 
States of America, to the Refolue 
tion paffed by the Houfe of Repre- 
Jentatives, on the 24th of Marck 
1796; which had for its Objed to 
procure a Copy of the Infirudions 
granted to Mr. Fay relative to the 
Treaty with Great Britain. 


Gentlemen of the houfe of 
reprefentatives, 


With the utmoft attention I 
have confidered your refolution of 
the 24th initant, requefting me to 
lay before your houfe a copy of 
the inftructions to the minifter of 
the United States who negotiated 
the treaty with the king of Great 
Britain, together with the corre- 
fpondence and other documents 
relative to thaj,treaty, excepting 
fuch of the faid papers as any ex- 
ifting negotiation may render ime 
proper to be difclofed, 

In deliberating ca this fubjeét, 
it was impoflidle for me to lofe 
fight of the principle which fome 
have avowed in its difcuffion, or 
to avoid extending my views to 
the confequences which mutt flow 
from the admiffion of that prin- 
ciple. 

I truft that no part of my cons 
duct has ever indicated a difpo- 
fition to with-hold any informa- 

tion 
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tion which the conftitution has en- 
joined upon the prefident as a duty 
to give, or which could be requir- 
ed of him by either houfe of con- 

efs as aright; and with truth I 
afirm, that it has been, as it will 
cantinue to be while I have the 
honour to prefide in the govern- 
ment, my conftant endeavour to 
harmonize with the other branches 
thereof, fo far as the truft delegated 
to me by the let of the United 
States, and my’ fenfe of the obli- 
gation it impofes, to “ preferve, 

rotect, and defend the conftitu- 
tion,” will permit. et 

The nature of foreign negotia- 
tions requires caution; and their 
fuccefles muft often depend on {e- 
crecy; and even when brought to 
a conclufion,’ a full difelofure of 
all the meafures, demands, or even- 
tual conceflions, which may have 
been propofed or contemplated, 
would be extremely impolitic ; for 
this might have a pernicious influ- 
ence on future negotiations, or 
produce immediate inconvenien- 
cies; perhaps danger and mifchief, 
in relation to other powers. The 
necefity of fuch caution and fe- 
erécy was one cogent reafon for 
vetting the power of making trea- 
ties in the prefident, with the ad- 
vice and confent of the fenate; 
the principle on which that body 
was formed confining it to a {mall 
number of members. To admit, 
then, a right in the houfe of re- 
yrefentatives to demand, and to 

ave asa matter of courfe, all the 
papers refpecting a negotiation 
with a foreign power, would be to 
eftablifl, a dangerous precedent. 

It does not occur that the in- 
fpection of the papers atked for can 
be relative to any purpofe under 
cognizance of the houfe of repre- 
fentatives, except that of an im. 
peachment, which the refolution 
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has not exprefied. I repeat that 7 
have no difpofition to with-hold 
any information which the dy 
of my ftation will permit, or the 
public good fhall require to be dif. 
clofed; and, in faét, all the papers 
affecting the negotiation with Great 
Britain were laid before the fenate, 
when the treaty itfelf was commu. 
nicated for their confideration and 
advice. 

The courfe which the debate 
has takep on the refolution of the 
houfe leads to fome obfervations 
on the mode of making treaties 
under the conftitution of the Unit. 
ed States. 

Having been a member of the 
general convention, and knowing 
the principles on which the con- 
ftitution was formed, I have never 
entertained but one opinion on 
this fubjeét; and from the fir 
eftablifhment of the government 
to this moment, my condué& has 
exemplified that opinion, that the 
power of muking treaties is exclu- 
fively vefied in the prefident, by 
and with the advice of the fenate, 
provided two-thirds of the fenators 
prefent concur; and that every 
treaty, fo made and promulgated, 
thenceforward became the law of 
the land. It is thus that the treaty- 
making power has been under- 
ftood by foreign nations; and in 
all treaties made with them, we 
have declared, and they have be- 
lieved, that, when ratified by the 
prefident, with the advice and con- 
fent of the fenate, they became 
obligatory. In this conftruétion of 
the conftitution, every houfe of re- 
prefentatives has heretofore ace 
quiefced ; and until the prefent 
time, not a doubt or fufpicion has 
appeared, to my knowledge, that 
this conftruétion was not the true 
one.” Nay, they, have more than 
acquiefced ; for, wntil new, wih: 

QU. 
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out controverting the obligation of 
fuch treaties, they have made all 
the requifite provifions for carry- 
ing them into effect. 

There is alfo reafon to believe, 
that this conftruction agrees with 
the opinions entertained. by the 
ftate conventions when they were 
deliberating on the conftitution, 
efpecially by thofe who objected to 
it becaufe there was not required 
in commercial treaties the confent 
of two-thirds of the whole fenate, 
inftead of two-thirds of the fena- 
tors prefent; and becaufe, in trea- 
ties refpecting territorial and cer- 
tain other rights and claims, the 
concurrence of three-fourths of the 
whole number of the members of 
both houfes refpectively was not 
made necefflary. ; 

It is a faét, declared by the ge- 
neral convention, and univerfally 
underftood, that the conftitution of 
the United States was the refult of 
a f{pirit of amity and mutual con- 
cefion. And it is well known, 
that, under this influence, the {mall- 
er ftates were admitted to an equal 
reprefentation in the fenate with 
the larger ftates, and that this 
branch of the government was in- 
vetted with great powers ; for, on 
the equal participation of thofe 
powers, the fovereignty and politi- 
cal fafety of the fmaller ftates were 
deemed effentially to depend. 

If other proofs than thefe, and 
the plain letter of the conttitution 
itfelf, be neceffary to afcertain the 
point under confideration, they 
may be found in the journals of the 
general convention, which I have 
depofited in the office of the de- 
partment of ftate. In thofe journals 
it will appear, that a propofition 
was made, * that no treaty fhould 
be binding on the United States 
which was not ratified by a law,” 


7 
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and that the propofition was ex- 
plicitly rejeéted. 

As, therefore, it is perfeétly 
clear to my underftanding, that the 
affent of the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives is not neceffary to the validi- 
ty of a treaty; as the treaty with 

reat Britain exhibits in itielf all 
the obje¢ts requiring legiflative pro- 
vifion, and on which thefe pa- 
pers called for can throw no light 
and as it is effential to the due ad- 
miniftration of the government, 
that the boundaries fixed by the 
conftitution between the differ- 
ent depaftments fhould be pre- 
ferved, —a juft regard to the con- 
{titution, and to the duty of my 
office, under all the circumftances 
of this cafe, forbid a compliance 
with your requeft. 

Geo. WashINGTON. 
United States, March 30, 




































Refolutions pafed by the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives of the United States, on 
the 7th of April, 1796. 


Refolved, that it being declared 
by the fecond feétion of the fecond 
article of the contftitution, “ that 
the prefident fhall have power, by 
and with the advice of the fenate, 
to make treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the fenators prefent con- 
cur;” the houfe of reprefentatives 
do not cjaim any agency in making 
treaties; but that when a treaty 
ftipulates regulations on any of the 
fubjeéts fubmitted by the contti- 
tution to the power of congrets, it 
muft depend ior its execution, as to 
fuch ftipulations, on a law or laws 
to be pafled by Congrefs; and it is 
the conftitutional right and duty 
of the houfe of reprefentatives, in 
all fuch cafes, to deliberate on the 
expediency or inexypediency of car- 


rying 
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rying fuch treaties into effect; and 
to determine and act thereon, as 
in their judgment may be moft 
conducive to the public good. 

Refolved, that it is neceflary to 
the propriety of any application 
from this houfe to the executive 
for information defired by them, 
and which may relate to any con- 
{titutional funétions of the houfe, 
thatthe purpofe for which fuch infor- 
mation may be wanted, or to which 
the fame is intended to be applied, 
fhould be ftated in the application. 

Refolved, that it is — to 
pafs the laws neceflary for carry- 
ing into effect the treaty lately con- 
cluded with certain Indians north- 
welt of the Ohio. 

Refolved, that it is expedient to 

afs the laws neceflary for carrying 
into effeét the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the dey and regency of 
Algiers. 

The houfe taking into confidera- 
tion the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, between 
the United States and Great Bri- 
tain, communicated by the prefi- 
dent in his meflage of the firft day 
of March laft, are of opinion, that 
it isin many refpects highly inju- 
rious to the interefts of the United 
States; yet, were they poflefled of 
any information that could juftify 
the great facrifices contained in the 
treaty, their fincere defire to cherifh 
harmony and amicable intercourfe 
with all nations, and their earneft 
wifh to co-operate in haftening a 
final adjuftment of the differen- 
ces fubfifting between the United 
States and Great Britain, might 
have induced them to wave their 
objections to the treaty ; but when 
they contemplate the conduct of 
Great Britain, in perfevering, fince 
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the treaty was figned, in the im. 
preflment of American feamen, and 
the feizure of American veffels Ja. 
den with provifions, contrary to 
the cleareft right of neutral nations - 
whether this be viewed as the con. 
ftruction meant to be given to any 
article in the treaty, or as contra- 
ry to, and an infraétion of the true 
meaning and fpirit thereof, the 
houfe cannot but confider it as in. 
cumbent on them to forbear, under 
fuch circumftances, taking at pre- 


fent any active meafures ‘on the 


fubjeét: therefore, 

Refolved, that, under the cir- 
cumitances aforefaid, and with fuch 
information as the houfe poffeffes, 
it is not expedient at this time to 
concur in pafling the laws necefla. 
ry for carrying the faid treaty into 
effect *. 


> 





Addrefs of George Waftington, Pre- 
fident, to the Citizens of the United 
States, on his intended Refignation. 


Friends and fellow citizens, 

The period for a new elec- 
tion of a citizen to adminifter the 
executive government of the Unit- 
ed States, being not far diftant, 
and the time actually arrived when 
your thoughts muft be employed 
in defignating the perfon who is 
to be clothed with that important 
truft, it appears to me proper, e- 
{pecially as it may conduce to a 
more diftinét expreflion of the 
public voice, that I fhould now ap- 
prife you of the refolution I have 
formed, to decline being confi- 
dered among the number of thote 
out of whom a choice is to be 
made. 

I beg you, at the fame time, ta 


* The treaty with Great Britain, however, was finally ratified by the houfe of re- 
pretentatives, on the SUth of April, 1790. 





do 


PU BLI-C 


do me the juftice to be affured, 
that this refolution has not been 
taken without a ftrict regard to 
all the confiderations appertaining 
to the relation which binds a duti- 
ful citizen to hiscountry ; and that, 
in withdrawing the tender of fer- 
vice, which filence, in my fitua- 
tion, might imply, I am influenced 
by no dithinution of zeal for your 
future intereft; no deficiency of 
grateful refpeét for your paft kind- 
nefs; but am fupported by a full 
conviction that the ftep is compa- 
tible with both. 

The acceptance of, and conti- 
nuance hitherto in the office to 
which your futfrages have twice 


called me, have been a_ uniform 


facrifice of inclination to the opi- 
nion of duty, and to a deference 
for what appeared to be your de- 
fire. I conftantly hoped that it 
would have. been much earlier in 
my power, confiftently with mo- 
tives which I was not at liberty to 
difregard, to return to that retire- 
ment from which I had been re- 
luctantly drawn. The ftrength of 
my inclination to do this, previous 
to the laft eleétion, had even led 
to the preparation of an addrefs to 
declare it to you; but mature re- 
flection on the then perplexed and 
critical poiture of our affairs with 
foreign nations, and the unanimous 
advice of perfons entitled to my 
confidence, impelled me to abandon 
the idea. 

I rejoice that the ftate of your 
concerns, external as well as in- 
ternal, no longer renders the pur- 
fuit of inclination incompatible 
with the fentiment of duty or pro- 
priety; and am perfuaded, what- 
ever partiality may be retained for 
my fervices, that, in the prefent 
circunftances of our country, you 
will not difapprove my determina- 
tion to retire. 
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The impreffions with which I 
firft undertook the arduous truft 
were explained on the proper oc- 
cafion. In the difcharge of this 
truft, I will only. fay that I have, 
with good intentions, contributed, 
towards the organization and ade 
miniftration of the government, the 
beft exertions of which a very fal- 
lible judgment was capable. Not 
uncon{cious in the outfet, of the 
inferiority of my qualifications, ex 
perience in my own eyes, perhaps, 
{till more in the eyes of others, has 
{trengthened the motives to dif_i- 
dence of myfelf; and every day the 
increafing weight of years admo- 
nifhes me more and more that the 
fhade of retirement is as neceflary 
to me as it will be welcome. Sa- 
tisfied, that if any circumftances 
have given peculiar value to my 
fervices, they were temporary; £ 
have the confolation to believe, 
that while choice and prudence 
invite me to quit the political fcene, 
patriotifm does not forbid it. 

In looking forward tothe moment 
which is intended to terminate the 
career of my public life, my feelings 
do not permit me to fulpend the 
deep acknowledgment of that debt 
of gratitude which I owe to my be- 
loved country, for the many ho- 
nours it has conferred upon me: 
ftill more for the ftedfaft confidence 
with which it has fupported me; 
and for the opportunities [ have 
thence enjoyed, of manifefting my 
inviol*le attachment, by fervices 
faithful and perfevering, though in 
ufefulnefs unequal to my zeal. If 
benefits have refulted to our coun- 
try from thefe fervices, let it always 
be remembered to your praifé, and 
as an inftructive example in our ane 
nals, that, under circumftances in 
which the paflions, agitated in eve. 
ry direction, were liable to miflead, 
amidit appearances fometimes du- 
bious, 
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bious, viciflitudés of fortune often 
_difcouraging, infituations tn which, 
not unfrequentlyy want of fuccefs 
has countenanced the {pirtt of cri- 
-ticifm ;* the cafiftancy of your fup- 
port was the éffential prop of the 
efforts, and a’ guarantee of the 
lans by which they were effected. 
Profoundly penetrated with this 
idea, | fhall carry it with me to 
My grave, asa ftrong incitement to 
unceafing vows that heaven may 
continue to you the choiceft to- 
kens of its beneficence, that your 
union and brotherly affection may 
be perpetual ; that the free confti- 
tution, which is the work of your 
hands, may be facredly maintained ; 
that its adminiftration in every 
department may be ftamped with 
wifdom and virtue; that, in fine, 
the happinefs of the people of thete 
{tates, under the aufpices of liberty, 
may be made complete, by fo care- 
ful a preferv: ition ‘gnd fo prudent 
a ufe of this blefling, as will ac- 
quire to them the clory of recom- 
mending it to the appl: iufe, the af- 
fection, and adoption of every na- 
tion which is yet a ftranger to it. 
Here, perhaps, L ought to ftop. 
But folicitude for vour welfare, 
which cannot end but with my 
life, and the apprehenfion of dan- 
ger, natural to that folicitude, urge 
me, on ah occafion like the prefent, 
to offer to your folemn contemp|a- 
tion, and to recommend to your 
frequent review, fome fentiments, 
which are the refult of much re- 
fection, of no inconfiderable ob- 
fervation, and which appear to me 
all-important to the permanency of 
your felicity as a people. ‘Thefe 
will be offered to you with the more 
freedom, as you can only fee in 


them the difinterefted w arnings of 
a parting friend, who can poffibly 
have no perfonal motive to bias his 
Nor can | forget, as an 


countel, 
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encouragement to it, your indyl. 
gent reception of my fefttiments 
on a former and not diffimilar oc. 
cafion. 

Interwoven as is the love of liber. 
ty withevery ligament of your he: art, 
no recommendation of mine is oe, 
ceflary to fortify or coufirm the 
attachment. 

The unity of government, which 
conititutes you one people, 1s alfo 
now dear to you. It is july fo; 
for it isa main pillar in the edifice 
of your real independence, the fup. 
port of your tranquillity at home, 
your peace abroad; of your fafety, 
of your profperity, of that ver 
liberty which vou fo highly prize. 
But, as it is eafy to foretee, that 
from different caufes, and from dif- 
ferent quarters, much pains will be 
taken, many artifices employed, to 
weaken in your minds the con- 
viction of this truth; as this is the 
point ‘in your political fortrefs 
again{t w hich tlle batteries of in- 
ternal and external enemies will be 
moft conftantly andactively (though 
covertly and infidioufly) direéted, 
it is of infinite moment that you 
pits properly eftimate the ims 

nenfe value of vour national union 
to your collective and #idividual 
happinefs; that you fhould cherifh 
a cordial, habitual, and immove- 
able attachment to it; accuftoming 

vourfelves to think and {peak of it 
as of the palladium of your politi 
cal fafety and profperity ; watching 
for its preferv: ation with jealous 
anxiety; difcountenancing what- 
ever may fuggeft even a fufpicion 
that it can in any event be aban- 
doned; and indignantly frowning 
upon, the firft dawning of every 
attempt to alienate any portion of 
our country from the reft, or to 
enfeeble the facred ties which now 
link together its various parts. 


For this you have every induces 
ment 
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ment of fympathy and _intereft. 
Citizens, by birth or choice, of a 
common country, that country has 
a right to concentrate your affec- 
tions. The name of American, 
which belongs to you in your na- 
tional capacity, muft always exalt 
the juft pride of patriotifm more 
than anv appellation derived from 
local difcriminations. With flight 
fhades of difference, you have the 
fame religion, manners, habits, and 
political principles. You have, in 
a common caufe, fought and tri- 
umphed together; the indepen- 
dence and liberty you poffefs, are 
the work of joint councils and 
joint efforts, of common dangers, 
fufferings, and fucceffes. 

But thefe confiderations, how- 
ever powerfully they addrefs them- 
felves to your fenfibility, are great- 
ly outweighed by thofe which ap- 
ply more immediately to your in- 
tereft. Here every portion of our 
country finds the moft command- 
ing motives for carefully guarding 
and preferving the union cf the 
whole. 

The north, in an unreftrained 
intercourfe with the fouth, pro- 
tected by the equal laws of a com- 
mon government, finds, in the pro- 
ductions of the latter, great addi- 
tional refources of maritime and 
commercial enterprife, and preci- 
ous materials of manufacturing in- 
duftry. The fouth, in the fame 
intercourfe, benefiting by the agen- 
cy of the north, fees its agriculture 
grow and its commerce expand; 
turning partly into its own chan- 
Nels the feamen of the north, it 
finds its particular navigation invi- 
gorated ; and while it contributes, 
in different ways, to nourifh and 
increafe the general mafs of the 
National navigation, it locks for- 
ward to the protection of a ma- 

1796, 


ritime ftrength, to which itfelf is 
unequally'adapted. “The eatt, in a 
like intercourte. with the weit, al- 
ready finds, and, in the proggeffive 
improvement of interior. commu- 
nication by land ayd. water, will 
more and more find a valuable vent 
for the commodities which it brings 
from abroad, or manufactures at 
home. The weit derives from the 
eaft fupplies requifite to its growth 
and comfort; and what is perhaps 
of ftill greater confequence, it muft 
of necetlity owe the fecure enjoy- 
ment of indifpenfable outlets for 
its own productions to the weight, 
influence, and the future maritime 
ftrength of the Atlantic fide of the 
Union, dire&ted by an indiffoluble 
community of intereft as one na- 
tion. Any other tenure by which 
the weft can hold this effential ad- 
vantage, whether derived from its 
own feparate ftrength, or from an 
apoftate and unnatural connection 
with any foreign power, mutt be 
intrinfically precarious. 

While, hen, every part of our 
country thus feels an immediate 
and particular intereft in union, all 
the parts combined cannot fail to 
find, in the united mafs of means 
and efforts, greater flrength, greater 


refource, proportionabiy greater tee, 


curity from external danger, a lefs 
frequent interruption of their peace 
by foreign nations ; and, what is of 
ineftimable value, they mutt derive 
from union, an exemption frora 
thofe broils and wars between 
themfelves which fo frequently 
afflict neighbouring countries, not 
tied together by the fame govern. 
ment, which the'r own rivalfhips 
alone would be fufficient to pro- 
duce, but which oppofite foreign 


alliances, attachinents and intripnes, 


would ftimulate and imbiiter. Hence 
likewife, they will avoid the necef 
(M) fity 
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fity of thofe overgrown eftablifh- 
inents, which, under any form of 
government, are inaufpicious to li- 
berty, and which are to be regard- 
ed as particularly hoftile to repub- 
lican liberty : in this fenfe it is, that 
vour union ought to be conti- 
dered as a main prop of your liber- 
ty, and that the love of the one 
ought to endear to you the prefer- 
vation of the other. 

Thefe confiderations {peak a per- 
fuafive language to every reflecting 
and virtuous mind, and exhibit 
the continuance of the union as 
a primary object of patriotic defire. 
{s there a doubt whether a com- 
mon government can embrace fo 
large a fphere? Let experience 
folve it. To liften to mere fpecu- 
lations in fuch a cafe, were crimi- 
nal. We are authorifed to hope 
that a proper organization of the 
whole, with the auxiliary agency 
of governments for the refpective 
fubdivifions, will afford a happy 
iffue to the experiment. ’Tis well 
worth a fair and full experiment. 
With fuch powerful and obvious 
motives to union, affecting all parts 
of our country, while experience 
fhall not have demonttrated its im- 
practicability, there will always be 
reafon to diftrutt the patriotifm 
of thofe who in any quarter may 
endeavour to weaken its bands, 

In contemplating the  caufes 
which may difturb our union, it 
occurs as matter of ferious concern, 
that any ground fhould have been 
furnifhed for characterizing parties 
by geographical difcriminations, 
northern and fouthern, Atlantic 
and weftern; whence defigning men 
may endeavour toexcite a belief that 
there isa real difference of local in- 
terefis and views. One of the ex- 


pedients of party to acquire influ- 
ence within particular dillricts, is, 
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to mifreprefent the Opinions and 
aims of" other diftriés. You can. 
not fhield yourfelves too much 
againft the jealoufies and heart. 
burnings which {pring from thefe 
mifreprefentations; they tend to 
render alien to each other thofe 
who ought to be bound together 
by fraternal affeétion. The inha. 
bitants of our weftern country have 
lately had a ufeful leffon on this 
heac ; they have feen, in the ne- 
gotiation by the executive, and in 
the unanimous ratification by the 
fenate, of the treaty with Spain, 
and in the univerfal fatisfaétion at 
the event throughout the United 
States, a decifive proof how un- 
founded were the fufpicions pro. 
pagated among them, of a policy 
in the general government, and in 
the Atlantic ffates, unfriendly to 
their interefts in regard to the 
Mififfippi: they have been wit- 
nefles to the formation of two 
treaties, that with Great Britain, 
and that with Spain, which fecure 
to them every thing they could de- 
fire, in refpeét to our foreign re- 
lations, towards confirming their 
profperity. Will it not be their 
wifdom to rely for the prefervation 
of thefe advantages on the union 
by which they were procured? 
Will they not henceforth be deaf 
to thofe advifers, if fuch there 
are, who would fever them from 
their brethren, and connec them 
with aliens ? 

To the efficacy and permanency 
of your union, a government for 
the whole is indifpenfable. No 
alliances, however ftrict, between 
the parties, can be an adequate fub- 
ftitute; they muft inevitably ex- 
perience the infractions and inter- 
ruptions which all aliiances in all 
times have experienced. Senfible 


of this momentous truth, you have 
improved 
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improved upon pron firft effay, by 
the adoption of a conftitution of 
government better calculated than 
your former for an intimate union, 
and for the efficacious management 
of your common concerns, This 
government, the offspring of our 
own choice, uninfluenced and un- 
awed, adopted upon full invef- 
tigation and mature deliberation, 
completely free in its principles, 
in the diftribution of its powers 
uniting fecurity with energy, and 
containing within itfelf a provifion 
for its own amendment, has juft 
claim to your confidence and your 
fupport. Refpect for its authority, 
compliance with its laws, acquief- 
cence in its meafures, are duties 
enjoined by the fundamental max- 
ims of true liberty. The bafis of 


our political fyftems is the right” 


of the people to make and to alter 
their cehlivaians of government; 
but the conftitutien, which at any 
time exifts, until changed by an 
explicit and authentic act of the 
whole people, is facredly obli- 
gatory upon all. The very idea 
of the power and the right of the 
people to eftablifh government, 
prefuppofes the duty of every in- 
dividual to obey the eftablifhed 
government. 

All obftruétions to the execution 
of the laws, all combinations and 
aflociations, under whatever plau- 
fible character, witi the real de- 
gn to direét, controul, counter- 
act, or awe the regular deliberation 
and action of tie conftituted autho- 
nities, are deftructive of this fun- 
damental principle, and of fatal 
tendency. They ferve to orga- 
nize faction, to give it an artificial 
and extraordinary force, to put in 
the place of the delegated will of 
the nation, the will of a party, 
often a {mall but artful and enter- 
prifng minority of the community ; 
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and according to the alternate tri- 
umphs of different parties, to 
make the public adminittration the 
mirror of the ill-concerted and in- 
congruous projects of faction, ra- 
ther than the organ of confiftent 
and wholefome plans, digefted by 
common councils, and modified by 
mutual interefts. 

However combinations or affo- 
ciations of the above defcription 
may, now and then, anfwer popu- 
lar ends, they are likely, in the 
courfe of time and things, to be- 
come potent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious, and unprin- 
cipled men will be enabled to fub- 
vert the powers of the people, 
and to ufurp for themfelves: the 
reins of government; deftroying 
afterwards the very engines which 
have lifted them to unjuft domi- 
nion. 

Towards the prefervation of your 
government, and the permanency 
of your prefent happy ftate, it is 
requifite, not only that you fteadi- 
ly difcountenance irregular oppo- 
fitions to its acknowledged autho- 
rity, but alfo, that you refift with 
care the {pirit of innovation upon 
its principles, however f{pecious the 
pretexts. One method of aflault 
may be to effect, in the forms of 
the conftitution, alterations which 
will impair the energy of the fyftem, 
and thus to undermine what can- 
not be direétly overthrown. In all 
the changes to which you may be 
invited, remember that time and 
habit are at leaft as neceflary to fix 
the true character of governments 
as of other human inftitutions — 
that experience is the fureft ftand- 
dard by which to teft the real ten- 
dency of the exifting conftitution of 
a country ; that facility in changes, 
upon the credit of mere hypothefis 
and opinion, expofes to perpetual 
change, from the endlefs variety of 

(M 2) hypo- 
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hypothefis and opinion; and re- 
member, efpecially, that for the 
efficient management of your com- 
mon interefts, in a country fo ex- 
tenfive as ours, a government of as 
much vigour as is confiftent with 
the perfect fecurity of liberty is 
indifpenfable. Liberty itfelf will 
find in fuch a government, with 
powers properly diftributed and ad- 
yufted, its fureft guardian. It is, 
indeed, little elfe than a name, 
where the government is too feeble 
to withftand the enterprizes of fac- 
tion, to confine each member of 
the fociety within the lt nits pre- 
{cribed by the laws, and to main- 
tain all in the fecure and tranquil 
enjoyment of the rights of perions 
and property. 

I Hiave already intimated to vou 
the danger of parties in the itate, 
with the particular reter: 
founding of them on geographi- 
cal difcriminations. Let me now 
take a more comprchenfive view, 
and wara you in the moft folemn 
manner againft the baneful ef- 
feéts of the {pirit of party gene- 
rally. 

This fpirit, unfortunately, is 
infeparable from our nature, hav- 
ing its roots in the ftron 
fions of the human mind. 
ifts nnder different 


governments, more 
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gradually incline the minds of meq 
to feek fecurity and repofe in the 
abfolute power of an individual ; 
and, fooner or later, the chief of 
fome prevailing faction, more able 
or more fortunate than his compe. 
titors, turns this difpofition to the 
purpotes of his own elevation, on 
the ruins of public liberty, 

Without looking forward to an 
extremity of this kind (which ne. 
verthelefs ought not to be entire. 
ly out of fight), the common and 
continued mifchiefs of the {pirit 
of party are fufficient to make jt 
the intereft and duty of a wife 
people to difcourage and reftrain 
it. 

Tt ferves atways to diftraé the 
public councils and enfeeble the 
public adminiftration. It agitates 
the community with ill-founded 
jealoufies and falfe alarms; kindles 
the animofity of one part againft 
another, foments occafionally riot 
and infurrection. It opens the door 
to foreign influence and corrup- 
tion, which find a facilitated 
accefs to the government itfelf 
through the channels of party 
pafions. Thus the policy and 
the will of one country .are fub- 
jected to the policy and will of 
another. 

There is an opinion, that parties 
in free countries are ufeful checks 
upon the adminiftration of the go- 
vernment, and ferve to keep alive 
the fpirit of liberty. ‘This, within 
certain limits, is probably true; 
and in governments of a monarchi- 
cal caft, patriotifm may look with 
indulgence, if not with favour, 
upon the f{pirit of party. But im 
thofe of the popular character, in 
governments purely elective, its 
a {pirit noc to be encouraged. From 
their natural tendency, it is certain 
there will always be enough of that 
{pirit ior es ery falutary purpofe 

And 
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And there being conftant danger of 
excefs, the effet ought to be, by 
force of public opinion, to mitigate 
and affuage it, A fire not to be 
quenched—it demands a uniform 
vigilance to prevent its burfling 
into a flame, left, inftead of warm- 
ing, it fhould confume. 

It is important, likewife, that the 
habits of thinking in a free coun- 
try fhould infpire caution in thofe 
entrufted with its adminiftration, to 
confine themfelves within their 
refpective conftitutional fpheres, 
avoiding, in the exercife of the 
powers of one department, to en- 
croach upon another. The fpirit 
of encroachment tends to confoli- 
date the powers of all the depart- 
ments into one, and thus to create, 
whatever the form of government, 
areal defpotifm. A juft eftimate 
of that love of power, and prone- 
nefs to abufe it, which predomi- 
nates in the human heart, is fuffi- 
cient to fatisfy us of the truth of 
this pofition. The neceffity of re- 
ciptocal checks in the exercife of 
political power, by dividing and 
diftributing it into different depo- 
fitories, and eonftituting each the 
gvardian of the public weal againtt 
Invafions bv the others, has been 
evinced by experiments ancient and 
modern; fome them in our 
country, and under our own eyes. 
To preferve them mutt be as ne- 
cefiary as to. inftitute them. If, in 
the opinion of the people, the diltri- 
bution or modification of the con- 
fitutional powers be in any parti- 
cular wrong, let it be corrected by 
an amendment in the w ay which 
the conflitution defignates, But let 
there be no change by ufurpation ; 
for though this, in one inftance, 
may be the inftrument of good, it 
is the cuftomary weapon by which 
mc governments are dettroved. 


of 


precedent mutt always greatly 
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over-balance in permanent evil any 
partial or tranfient benefit which 
the ufe can at any time yield, 

Of ail the difpofitions and habits 
which lead to political profperity, 
religion and morality are indifpen- 
fable fupports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of patrio- 
tifm who fhould labour to fubvert 
thefe great pillars of human happi- 
nefs, thefe firmeft props of the du- 
ties of men and citizens. The mere 
politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to refpect and to 
cherifh them. A volume could not 
trace all their connection with pri- 
vate and public felicity. Let it 
fimply be aiked, where is the fecu- 
rity for property, for reputation, 
for life, if the fenfe dF religious 
obligation defert the oaths, which 
are the inflruments of inveftiga- 
tion in courts of juftice? And let 
us with caution indulge the fup- 
pofition that morality can be main- 
tained without religion, What- 
ever may be conceded to the in- 
fluence of refined education on 
minds of peculiar ftruture,_reafon. 
and experieace both forbid us to 
expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclufion of religious 
principle. 

Tt is fubftantially true, that vir. 
tue or morality ts a neceflary, {pring 
of popular government. The rule 
indeed extends with more or lefs 
force to every fpecies of free go- 
vernment. Who, that is a fincere 
friend to it, can look with indiffe- 
rence upon attempts to flake the 
foundation of the fabric ? 

Promote, then, as an object of 
primary importance,  inftitutions 
for the general diffufion of know- 
ledge. In praportion as the ttruc- 
ture of government gives force to 
public opinion, it is effential that 
public o inion fhould be enlight- 
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As a very important fource of 
ftrength and fecurity, cherifh pub- 
lic credit. One method of pre- 
ferving it is to ufe it as {paringly as 
poffible ; avoiding occafions of ex- 
pence by cultivating peace, but re- 
memberijng alfo that timely dif- 
burfements to prepare for danger, 
frequently prevent much greater 
difburfements to repel it; avoiding 
likewife the accumulation of debt, 
not only by fhunning occafions of 
expence, but by vigorous exertions 
in time of peace to difcharge the 
debts which unavoidable wars 
may have occafioned; not unge- 
neroufly throwing upon pofterity 
the burthen which we ourfelves 
ought to bear. The execution of 
thefe maxims belongs to your re- 
prefentatives, but it is neceflary 
that public opinion fhould co-ope- 
rate. To facilitate to them the 
performance of their duty, it is 
effential that you fhould practically 
bear in mind, that towards the pay- 
ment of debts there mutt be a re- 
venue; that to have revenue there 
muft be taxes; that no taxes can 
be devifed which are not more or 
lefs inconvenient and unpleafant ; 
that the intrinfic embarraffment in- 
feparable from the felection of the 
proper objects (which is always a 
choice of difficulties) ought to be 
a decifive motive for a candid con- 
ftruction of the conduét of the go- 
verninent in making it, and for a 
fpirit of acquiefcence in the mea- 
fures for obtaining revenue, which 
the public exigencies may at any 
time dictate. 

Obferve good faith and juftice 
towards all nations, cultivate peace 
and harmony with all; religion 
and morality enjoin this conduct ; 
and can it be that good policy does 
not equally enjoin it? It will be 
worthy of a free, enlightened, and, 
at no very diftant period, a great 
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nation, to give to mankind the 
magnanimous and too novel exam. 
ple of a people always guided by 
an exalted jultice and benevolence. 
Who can doubt that in the courfe 
of time and things the fruits of 
fuch a plan would richly repay any 
temporary advantages which might 
be loft by a fteady adherence to it? 
Can it be that providence has not 
connected the permanent felicity 
of a nation with its virtues? The 
experiment, at leaft, is recommend. 
ed by every feitiment which en. 
nobles human nature. Alas! js it 

rendered impoflible by its vices? 
{n the execution of fuch a plan, 
nothing is more effential than that 
permanent inveterate antipathies 
againft particular nations, and paf- 
fionate attachments for others, 
fhould be excluded ; and that, in 
place of them, juft and amicable 
feelings towards all fhould be culti- 
vated. The nation which indulges 
towards another an_ habitual ha. 
tred, or an habitual fondnefs, is in 
fome degree a flave. It isa flave 
to its animofity or to its affeétion, 
either of which is fufficient to lead 
it aftray from its duty and its in- 
tereft. Antipathy in one uation 
againft another difpofes each more 
readily to offer infult and injury, 
to lay hold of flight caufes of ume 
brage, and to be haughty and 
intractable, when accidental or 
trifling occafions of difpute occur. 
Hence frequent collifions, obiti- 
nate, envenomed, and bloody con- 
tefts. The nation, prompted by 
ill-will and refentment, fometimes 
impels to war the government, 
contrary to the beft calculations of 
policy. The government fome- 
times participates in the national 
propenfity, and adopts, throggh 

saikon, what reafon would reye 
at other times it makes the animo- 
fity of the nation fubfervient to 
projects 
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projeéts of hoftility, inftigated by 
pride, ambition, and other finifter 
and pernicious motives. The peace 
often, fometimes, perhaps, the li- 
berty of nations has been the 
victim. 

So, likewife, a paffionate attach- 
ment of one nation for another 

oduces a variety of evils. Sym- 
pathy for the favourite nation, fa- 
cilitating the illufion of an imagi- 
nary common intereft in eafes 
where no real common intereft ex- 
ifts, and infufing into one the en- 
mities of the other, betrays the for- 
mer into a participation in the 
quarrels and wars of the latter, 
without adequate inducement or 
juttification. It leads alfo to con- 
ceflions to the favourite nation, of 

rivileges denied to others, which 

is apt doubly to injure the nation 
making the conceflions; by unne- 
ceflarily parting with what ought 
to have been retained ; and by ex- 
citing jealoufy, ill-will, and a dif- 
pefition to retaliate, in the parties 
from whom equal privileges are 
with-held: and it gives to ambiti- 
ous, corrupted, or deluded citizens, 
(who devote themfelves to the fa- 
vourite nation) facility to betray 
or facrifice the interefts of their 
own country, without odium, fome- 
times even with popularity; gild- 
ing with the appearances of a vir- 
tuous fenfe of obligation, a com- 
mendable deference for public opi- 
nion, or a laudable zeal for public 
good, the bafe or foolifh compli- 
ances of ambition, corruption, or 
infatuation. 

As the avenues to foreign in- 
fluence in innumerable ways, 
fuch attachments are particularly 
alarming to the truly enlightened 
and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford 
to tamper with domeftic faétions, 
to practife the arts of feduction, to 


miflead public opinion, to influ- 
ence or awe the public councils ? 
Such an attachment of a fmall or 
weak, towards a great or powerful 
nation, dooms the former to be the 
fatellite of the latter. 

Againft the infidious wiles of 
foreign influence (I conjure you 
to believe me, fellow citizens) the 
jealoufy of a free people ought to 
be conflantly awake; fince hiftory 
and experience prove, that foreign 
influence is one of the moft bane- 
ful foes of a republican govern. 
ment. But that jealoufy, to be ufe- 
ful, muft be impartial; elfe it be- 
comes the inftrument of the very 
influence to be avoided, inftead of 
a defence againft it. Exceffive par. 
tiality for one foreign nation, and 
exceffive diflike of another, caufe 
thofe whom they actuate to fee 
danger only on one fide, and ferve 
to veil and even fecond the arts of 
influence on the other. Real pa- 
triots, who may refift the intrigues 
of the favourite, are liable to be- 
come fufpeéted and odious; while 
its tools and dupes ufurp the ap- 
plaufe and confidence of the peo 
ple, to furrender their interefts. 

The great rule of conduét for 
us, in regard to foreign nations, is, 
in extending our commercial rela- 
tions, to have with them as little 
political conneétion as poffible. So 
far as we have already formed en- 
gagements, let them be fulfilled 
with perfect good faith.—Here let 
us ftop. 

Europe has a fet of primary in- 
terefts, which to us have none, or 
a very remote relation. Hence fhe 
muft be engaged in frequent con- 
troverfies, the caufés of which are 
effentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it muft be un- 
wife in us to implicate ourfelves 
by artificial ties in the ordinary 
viciflitudes of her politics, or the 
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ordinary combinations and colli- 
fions of her friendfhips. or enmi- 
ties. 

Our detached and diftant fitua- 
tion invites and enables us to pur- 
fue a different courfe. If we) re- 
main one people, under an efficient 
government, the period is not far 
off when we may defy material 
injury from external annoyance ; 
when we may take fuch an attitude 
as will caufe the neutrality we may 
at any time refolve upon to be 
{crupuloufly refpected ; when bel- 
ligerent nations, under the impof- 
fibility of making acquifitions upon 
us, will not lightly hazard the giv- 
ing us provocation; when we may 
choofe peace or war, as our in- 
tereft, guided by juftice, fhall coun- 
fel. 

Why forego the advantages of 
fo peculiar a fituation? Why quit 
our own to ftand upon foreign 
ground? Why, by interweaving 
our deftiny with that of any part 
of Europe, entangle our peace and 
proiperity in the toils of European 
ambition, rivalfhip, intereit, hu- 
snour, or caprice ; 

’Tis our true policy to fteer 
clear of permanent alliances with 
anv portion of the foreign world ; 
fo far, [ mean, as we are now at 
Jiberty to do it; for let me not be 
underftood as capable of patronifing 
infidelity to exifting engagements. 
J hold the maxim no leis applica- 
ble to public than to private af- 
fairs, that honefty is always the 
hefi policy. I repeat it, therefore, 
let thofe engagements be obferved 
in their genuine fenfe. But, inmy 
opinion, itis unnecefary and would 
be unwife to extend them. Tak- 
ing care always to keep ourfelves, 
by futtable eftablifhments, on a re- 
{pefable detenfive pofture, we 
may fately truft to temporary al- 
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liances for extraordinary emergen. 
cies. 

Harmony, liberal _intercourfe 
with all nations, are recommended 
by policy, humanity, and interefy. 
But even our commercial policy 
fhould hold an equal and impartial 
hand ; neither feeking nor granting 
exclufive favours or preferences ; 
confulting the natural courfe of 
things; diffufing and diverfifying 
by gentle means the ftreams of 
commerce, but forcing nothing; 
eftablifhing, with powers fo dif- 
pofed, in order to give trade a fta- 
ble courfe, to define the rights of 
our merchants, and to enable the 
government to fupport them, con- 
ventional rules of intercourfe, the 
beft that prefent circumftances and 
mutual opinion will permit; but 
temporary, and liable tq be from 
time to time abandoned or varied, 
as experience and circumftances 
fhall dictate; conftantly keeping in 
view that it is folly in one nation 
to look for difinterefted favours 
from another; that it muft pay 
with a proportion of its indepen- 
dence for whatever it may accept 
under that chara¢ter ; that, by fuch 
acceptance, it may place itfelf in 
the condition of having given e- 
quivalents for nominal favours, and 
yet of being reproached with in- 
gratitude for not giving more, 
Theye can be no greater error than 
to expect or calculate upon real fa- 
vours from nation to nation. [tis 
an illufion which experience muft 
cure; which a juft pride ought to 
difcard. 

In offering to you, my country- 
men, thefe counfels of an old and 
affeétionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the {trong and laft- 
ing impreffion I could with; that 
they will controul the ufual cur- 


rent of the pailions, or prevent our 
nation 
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pation from running the courfe 
which has hitherto marked the de- 
ftiny of nations. But if I may 
even flatter myfelf that they may 
be produétive of fome partial be- 
nefit, fome occafional good; that 
they may now and then recur to 
moderate the fury of party {pirit, 
to warn againft the mifchiefs of 
foreign intrigue, to guard again 
the impoftures of pretende pa 
triotifin ; this hope will be a tull 
recompenfe for the folicitude for 
your welfare, by which they have 
been dictated. 

How far, in the difcharge of my 
official duties, I have been guided 
by the principles which have been 
delineated, the public records and 
other evidences of my conduct 
muft witnefs to you and to the 
world. To myfelf the affurance of 
my own confcience is, that I have 
at leaft believed my feif to be guided 
by them. 

Ia relation to the ftill fubGifting 
war in Europe, my proclamation 
of the 22d of April, 1793, is the 
index to my plan. Sanétioned by 
your approving voice, and by that 
of your reprefentatives in both 
houfes of Congrefs, the fpirit of 
that meafure bas continually go- 
verned me, uninfluenced by any 
attempts to deter or divert me 
from it. 

After deliberate examination, with 
the aid of the beft lights I could 
obtain, 1 was well fatisfied that our 
country, under all the circumitan- 
ces of the cafe, had a right to take, 
and was bound in duty and in- 
tereft to take a neutral pofition. 
Having taken it, I determined, as 
far as fhould depen¢ upon me, to 
maintain it with moderation, per- 
feverance and firmnefs. 

The confiderations which refpec& 
the right to hold this condué, it is 
not neceffary ou this occafion to 
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detail. I will only obferve, that, 
according to my underftanding of 
the matter, that right, fo far 8s 
being denied by any of the belli- 
gerent powers, has been virtually 
admitted by all. 

The’ duty of holding a neutral 
conduct may be inferred, without 
any thing more, from the obliga. 
tion which juftice and humanity 
impofe on every nation, in cafes in 
which it is free to act, to maintain 
inviolate the relations of peace and 
amity towards other nations, 

The inducements of intereft for 
obferving that condué& will beft be 
referred to your own refleétions 
and experience. With me a pre- 
dominant motive has been to én- 
deavour to gain time to our coun- 
try to fettle and mature its yet re- 
cent inftitutions, and to progrefs, 
without interruption, to that de- 
gree of ftrength and confiltency 
which is neceflary to give it, hu- 
manly {peakiug, the command of 
its own fortunes, 

Though, in reviewing the inci. 
dents of my adminiftration, I am 
uncon{cious of intentional error, I 
am neverthelefs too fenfible of my 
defeéts not to think it probable 
that 1 may have committed many 
errors, Whatever they may be, I 
fervently bereech.the almighty to 
avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I fhall alfo carry 
with me the hope that my country 
will never ceafe to view them with 
indulgence; and that, after forty- 
five years of my life dedieated to 
its fervice with an upright zeal, 
the faults of incompetent abilities 
will be configned to oblivion, as 
myfelf mutt foon be to the man- 
fions of reft. 

Relying on its kindnefs in this as 
in other things, and actuated by 
that fervent love towards it, which 
is fo natural to a man who views in 
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it the native foil of himfelf and his 
proto for feveral generations, 
anticipate with pleafing expecta- 
tion that retreat, in which I promife 
myfelf to realize, without alloy, the 
{weet enjoyment of partaking, in 
the midit of my fellow citizens, 
the benign influence of good laws, 
under a free government, the ever 
favourite object of my heart, and 
the happy reward, as I truft, of 
our mutual cares, labours, and dan- 
gers. 
G. WasHINGTON. 
United States, Sept. 17, 1796. 





Note prefented to the American Secre- 
tary of State, by Citizen Adet, 
Minifier Plenipotentiary from the 
French Republic, Of. 17, 1796. 


The underfigned minifter pleni- 

otentiary of the French republic, 
in conformity to the orders of his 
government, has the honour of 
tran{mitting to the fecretary of ftate 
of the United States, a refolution 
taken by the executive of the French 
republic on the 11th Methidor, 4th 
year, relative to the condué which 
the fhips of war of the republic are 
to hold toward neutral veflels. 

“ The flag of the republic will 
treat the flag of neutrals in the fame 
manner as thev fhall fuffer it to be 
treated by the Englifh.” 

The fentiments which the Ame- 
rican government have manifefted 
to the underfigned minifter pleni- 
potentiary, do not permit him to 
doubt, that they will fee, in its 
true light, this meafure as far as it 
may concern the United States, 
and that they will alfo feel that it 
is dictated by imperious circum- 
ftances, and approved by juftice. 

Great Britain, during the war 
fhe has carried on againit the re- 
public, has not ceafed ufing every 
means in her power to add to that 
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fcourge fcourges ftill more terrible, 
She has ufed the wei!-known libe. 
rality of the French nation to the 
detriment of that nation. Know. 
ing how faithful France has always 
been in the obfervance of her trea. 
ties; knowing that it was a prin.” 
ciple of the republic to refpeét the 
flags of all nations, the Britith go- 
vernment, from the beginning of 
the war, has caufed neutral veffels 
and in particular American veffels, 
to be detained, taken them into 
its ports, and dragged from them 
Frenchmen and French property, 
France, bound by a treaty with the 
United States, could find only a real 
difadvantage in the article of that 
treaty which caufed to be refpeé- 
ed as American property Englith 
property found on board American 
veffels. They had a right, under 
this confideration, to expect that 
America would take fteps in fa- 
vour of her violated neutrality. 
One of the predeceffors of the un- 
derfigned, in July 1793, applied on 
this fubjeét to the government of 
the United States; but he was not 
fuccefsful. Neverthelefs the nati- 
onal convention, wha, by their de- 
cree of the oth of May, 1793, had 
ordered the feizure of enemy's pro- 
perty on board neutral veflels, de- 
claring, at the fame time, that the 
meafure fhould ceafe when the 
Englith thould refpect neutral flags, 
had excepted, on the 23d of the 
fame month, the Americans from 
the operation of this general order. 
But the convention was obliged 
foon to repeal the law which con- 
tained this exception fo favourable 
to Americans; the manner in which 
the Englifh conduéted themfelves, 
the manifeft intention they had to 
ftop the exportation of provifions 
from America to France, rendered 
it unavoidable. 


The national convention by ns 
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had réftored the equilibrium of 
neutrality which England had de- 
ftroyed; had difcharged their duty 
jn a manner juttified by a thoufand 
paft examples, as well as by the 
neceflity of the then exifting mo- 
ment. They might, therefore, to 
recall the orders they bad given to 
feize the enemy's property on 
board American veffels, have wait- 
ed till the Britifh government had 
firft definitively revoked the fame 
order, a fufpenfion only of which 
was produced by the embargo laid 
by Congrefs the 26th of March, 
1794. But as foon as they were 
informed that, under orders of the 
overnment of the United States, 
Ir. Jay was directed to remon- 
ftrate againft the vexatious mea- 
fures of the Englifh, they gave or- 
ders, by the law of the 13th Ni- 
vofe, 3d year, to the fhips of war 
of the republic to refpeét Ameri- 
can veflels; and the committee of 
public fafety, in their explanatory 
refolve of the 14th of the fame 
month, haftened to fanétion the 
fame principles. The national 
convention and the committee of 
public fafety had every reafon to 
believe that this open and liberal 
conduct would determine the Unit- 
ed States to ufe every effort to put 
a ftop to the vexations impofed 
upon their commerce, to the in- 
jury of the French republic ; they 
were deceived in this hope; and 
though the treaty of friendfhip, 
navigation, and commerce, between 
Great Britain and the United States 
had been figned fix weeks before 
France adopted the meafure I have 
jut fpoken of, the Englith did not 
abandon the plan they had formed, 
but continued to ftop and carry 
into their ports all American veffels 
bound to French ports, or return- 
jng from them. ; 

This conduct was the fubjeét of 
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a note which the underfigned ad- 
drefled on the 7th Vendemiaire, 
4th year (29th September 1796, 
O. S.) to the fecretary of ftate. 
The remonftrances which it con- 
tained were founded on the duties 
of neutrality, upon the principles 
which Mr. Jefferfon had laid down 
in his letter to Mr. Pinckhey, 
dated the 13th September, 1794. 
Yet this note has remained with- 
out an anfwer, though recalled to 
the remembrance of the fecretary 
of ftate by a difpatch of the gth 
Germinal, 4th year (29th March, 
1796, O. S.); and American vef- 
fels bound to French ports, or re- 
turning from them, have ftill been 
feized by. the Englith. Indeed 
more ; they have added a new vex 
ation to thofe they had already im- 
afed upon Americans ; they have 
impreffed feamen from ‘on board 
American veffels, and have thus 
found the means of ftrengthening 
their crews at the expence of the 
Americans, without the govern- 
ment of the United States havin 
made known to the underlined 
the fteps they had taken to obtain 
fatisfaétion for this violation of 
neutralitv, fo hurtful to the in- 
terefts of France, as the under. 
figned hath fet forth in his di- 
{patches to the fecretary of ftate of 
the oth Germinal, qth year (29th 
March, 1796, O. S.), 19th Germi- 
nal (8th April, 1796), and rft 
Floreal (20th April, 1796), which 
have remained without an anfwer, 
The French government then 
finds itfelf, with refpe& to America 
at the prefent time, in circumftan- 
ces fimilar to thofe of the year 
1795; and if it fees itfelf obliged 
to abandon, with refpeét to them, 
and neutral powers in general, 
the favourable line of conduct it 
purfued, and to adopt different 
meafures, the blame fhould full 
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upon the Britifh government : it 
is their conduét which the French 
government has been obliged to 
follow. 

The underfigned minifter pleni- 
potentiary conceives it his duty to 
remark to the fecretary of ftate, 
that the neutral governments, or 
the allies of the republic, have no- 
thing to fear as to the treatment of 
their flag by the French, fince if, 
keeping within the bounds of their 
neutrality, they caufe the rights of 
that neutrality to be refpected by 
the Englith, the republic will re-. 
fpect them. Butif, through weak- 
nets, partiality, or other motives, 
they fhould fuffer the Englith to 
fport with that neutrality, and turn 
it to their advantage, could they 
then complain, when France, to 
reftore jhe balance of neutrality to 
its equilibrium, fhall a in the 
fame manner as the Englifh? No, 
certainly ; for the neutrality of a 
nation confifts in granting to bel- 
ligerent powers the fame advan- 
tages ; and that neutrality no long- 
er exifts, when, in the courfe of 
the war, that neutral nation grants 
to one of the belligerent powers 
advantages not ftipulated by trea- 
ties anterior to the war, or fuffers 
that power to feize upon them. 
The neutral government cannot 
then complain if the other bellige- 
rent power will enjoy advantages 
which its enemy enjoys, or if it 
feizes upon them; otherwife that 
neutral government wouid deviate, 
with.re{pect to it, from the line of 
neutrality, and would become its 
enemy. 

The underfigned minifter pleni- 
potentiary thinks it ufelefs further 
-elope thefe principles. He 
doubt that the fecretary 
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States will maintain from all vio. 
lation a neutrality which France 
has always refpeéted, and wil] al. 
ways refpect, when her enemies 
do not make it turn to her detri- 
ment, 

The underfigned minifter pleni- 
potentiary embraces this opportu. 
nity of reiterating to the fecretary 
of itate the aflurance of his efteem 
and informs him, at the fame time, 
that he will caufe this note to be 
printed, in order to make public. 
ly known the motives which, at 
the prefent juncture, influence the 
French republic. 

Done at Philadelphia, 6th Bru- 
maire, sth year of the French 
republic, one and indivifible, 
27th O&. 1796, O. S.) 

(Signed) P. A. Aver. 
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Extra® from the Regifer of Refilu- 
tions of the Executive Dire€lory of 
the 14th Meffidor, 4th Year of the 

’ ; ’ i ° + . . . 
French Republic, one and indivi- 


frble. 


The executive directory, confi- 
dering that, if it becomes the faith 
of the French nation to refpect: 
treaties or conventions which fe- 
eure to the flags of fome neutral 
or friendly powers commercial ad- 
vantages, if they flould turn to the 
benefit of our enemies, either 
through the weaknefs of our allies 
or of neutrals, or through fear, 
through interefted views, or through 
whatever motives, it would, ip/ 


facto, warrant the inexecution of 


the articles in which they were {t- 
pulated, decrees as follows: 

‘All neutral or allied powers 
fhall, without delay, be notified, 
hat the flag of the French repub- 
ic will treat neutral veflels, either 
as to confifcation, as to fearches, 

of 
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or capture, in the fame manner as 
they fhall fuffer the Englith to treat 
them.” 

The minifter of foreign relations 
is charged with the execution of 
the prefent refolution, which fhall 
not be printed. 

, A true copy. 

(Signed) Carnot, Prefident. 
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Anfwer of the Executive Government 
of America to Citizen Adet’s Note, 
inclofing the Decree of the Direc- 


tory re/pedtine Neutral Feffels. 
ry re/p Ss 


Srr, 

I have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your note, of 
the 27th ut. covering a decree 
of the executive directory of the 
¥rench republic, concerning the 
commerce of neutral nations. 

This decree makes no diftinc- 
tion between neutral powers who 
can claim only the rights fecured 
to them by the law of nations, and 
others between whom and _ the 
French republic treaties Have im- 
pofed fpecial obligations. Where 
no treaties exift, the republic, by 
feizing and confifcating the pro- 
perty of their enemies found on 
board neutral veffels, would only 
exercife an acknow})ed zed right un- 
der the law of nations. If, to- 
wards fuch neutral 
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nations, the 
French republic has forborne to 
execute this right, the forbearance 
has been perfectly gratuitous. The 
United States, by virtue of their 
treaty of commerce with France, 
ftand on different ground. 

In the vear 1778, France volun- 
tarily entered into a commercial 
treaty with us, on principles of 
perfe& reciprocity, and expretsly 
itipulating that free hips fhould make 
free goods. That is, if France fhould 


be at war with any nation with 
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whom the United States thould be 
at peace, the goods (except con- 
traband) and the perfons of her 
emenies (foldiers in actual fetvice 
excepted), found on board the vef. 
fels of the United States, were to 
be free from capture. That, on the 
other hand, if the United States 
fhould engage in war with any 
nation, while France remained ar 
peace, then the goods (except con- 
traband) and the perfons of our 
enemies (foldiers in aétual fervice 
0 gris found on board French 
veilels, were alfo to be free from 
capture. This is plainly exprefled 
in the 23d article of that treaty, 
and demonttrates that the recipro- 
city thereby ftipulated was to ope- 
rate at different pefinds ; that is, at 
one time in favour of one of the 
contracting parties, and of the o- 
ther at another time. At the pre- 
fent time, the United States being 
at peace, they poflefs by the treaty 
the right of carrving the goods of 
the enemies of France, without 
fubjecting them to capture. But 
what do the fpirit of the decree of 
the executive directory and the 
current of your obfervations re- 
Guire ?—— That the United States 
fiould now gratuitoufly renounce 
this right. And what reafon is 
afligned for denying to us the en- 


jovyment of this right?) Your own 


words furnish the anfwer: France, 
bound by treaty to the United 
States, could fin J only a real difad- 
vantage in the articies of that trea- 
ty, which caufed to be refpected, 
as American property, Englihh pro- 
perty found on board American 
veffels.” This requifition, and the 
reafon aligned to fupport it, alike 
excite lurprize. The American go, 
vernment, fir, confcious of the 1. 
rity of its intentions, of its impar- 
tial obfervance of the laws of neu- 
trality, and of its inviolable regard 
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to treaties, cannot for a moment 
admit that it has forfeited the right 
to claim a reciprocal obfervance 
of ftipulations on the part of the 
French republic, whofe friendfhip 
moreover it has every reafon to 
cultivate with the moft perfect fin- 
cerity. This right, formerly in- 
fringed by a decree of the national 
convention, was recognized anew 
by the repeal of that decree. Why 
it fhould be again queftioned, we 
are ata lofs to determine. We are 
ignorant of any new reftraints on 
our commerce by the Britifh go- 
vernment; on the contrary, we 
poffefs recent official information, 
that no new orders have been iffued. 

The captures made by the Bri- 
tifh, of American veffels having 
French property on board, are war- 
ranted by the law of nations. The 
force and operation of this law was 
contemplated by France and the 
United States, when they formed 
their treaty of commerce; and their 
{pecial ftipulation on this point was 
meant as an exception to an uni- 
verfal rule; neither our weaknels 
nor our ftrength have any choice, 
when the queftion concerns the ob- 
fervance of a known rule of the 
law of nations. 

You are pleafed to remark, that 
the conduct of Great Britain, in 
capturing veffels bound to and from 
French ports, had been the fubject 
of a note, which, on the 29th of 
September, 1795, was addreffed to 
the fecretary of ftate, but which 
remained without an anfwer. Very 
fufficient reafons may be affigned 
for the omiflion. The fubjeét, in 
all its afpeéts, had been officially 
and publicly difcufled; and the 
principles and ultimate meafures of 
the United States, founded on their 
indifputable rights, were as pub- 
licly fixed. But if the fubjeét had 
not, by the previous difcuflions, 
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been already exhaufted, can it be 
a matter of furprife that there 
fhould be a repugnance to anfwer 
a letter containing fuch infinuations 
as thefe? 

* It muft then be clear to every 
man, who will difcard prejudices, 
love, hatred, and, in a word, alj 
the paffions which lead the judg. 
ment aftray, that the French re. 
public has a right to complain, if 
the American government fuffered 
the Englifh to interrupt the com. 
mercial relations which exift be. 
tween her and the United States; 
if by a perfidious condefcenfion it per- 
mitted the Englifh to violate a right 
which it ought, for its own honour 
and interef, to defend; if, under 
the cloak of neutrality, it prefent- 
ed to England a poniard to cut the 
throat of its faithful ally; if, in 
fine, partaking ix the tyrannical and 
homicidal rage of Great Britain, it 
concurred to plunge the people of 
France into the horrors of famine!” 
For the fake of preferving harmo- 
ny, filence was preferred to a com- 
ment upon thefe infinuations. 

You are alfo pleafed to refer to 
your letters of March and April 
laft, relative to impretfes of Ameri- 
can feamen by Britith fhips, and 
complain that the government of 
the United States had not made 
known to you the fteps they had 
taken to obtain fatisfaétion. This, 
fir, was a matter which concerned 
only that government. As an in- 
dependent nation, we are not bound 
to render an account to any other 
of the meafures we deemed proper 
for the protection of our own Cl- 
tizens, fo long as there was not the 
flighteft ground to fufpect that the 
government ever acquieiced in any 
aggreflion. 

But permit me to recur to the 
fubject of the decree of the execu- 
tive directory. 

: As 
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As before obferved, we are of- 
ficially informed that the Britith 
overnment have iffued no new or- 
ers for capturing the veifels of the 
United States. We are alfo of- 
ficially informed, that, on the ap- 
pearance of the notification of that 
decree, the minifter of the United 
States at Paris applied for informa- 
tion, “* Whether orders were iffued 
for the feizure of neutral veflels, 
and was informed, that no fuch 
order was iffued, and further, that 
no fuch order would be iffued, in 
cafe the Britifh did not feize our 
veflels.’” Thiscommunication from 
the minifter of the United States 
at Paris, to their minifter at Lon- 
don, was dated the 28th of Au- 
guit; but the decree of the direc- 
tory bears date the 14th Meffidor, 
ainaion to the 2d of July. Thefe 
circumitances, together with fome 
obfervations in your note, leave 
the American government in a ftate 
of uncertainty of the real inten- 
tions of the government in France. 
Allow me then to afk, whether, in 
the actual ftate of things, our com- 
merce is confidered as liable to 
fuffer any new reftrictions on the 
part of the French republic? Whe- 
ther the reftraints now exercifed by 
the Britifh government are confi- 


dered as of a nature to juftify a 


denial of thofe rights which are 
pledged to us by our treaty with 
your nation? Whether orders have 
been actually given to the flrips of 
war of the French republic to cap- 
ture the veffels of the United 
States? And what, if they exift, 
are the precife terms of thofe or- 
ders ? 

The queftions, fir, you will fee, 
are highly interefting to the United 
States, It is with extreme concern 
that the government finds itfelf re- 
duced to the neceflity of afking an 
explanation of this nature; and if 
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it fhall be informed that a new line 
of conduct is to be adopted towards 
this country, on the ground of the 
decree referred to, its furprife will 
equal its regret, that principles 
fhould now be queftioned, which, 
after repeated difcuffions both here 
and in France, have been demon- 
ftrated to be founded, as we con- 
ceive, in the obligations of im- 
partial neutrality, of ftipulations by 
treaty, and of the law of nations, 
I hope, fir, you will find it con- 
venient, by an early anfwer, to 
remove the fufpence in which the 
government of the United States is 
now held on the queftion above 
ftated. 

I thal! clofe this letter by one re- 
mark on the fingularity of your 
caufing the publication of your 
note. As it concerned the United 
States, it was properly addreffed to 
its government, to which alone 
pertained the right of communi- 
cating it in fuch time and manner as 
it fhould think fit to the citizens of 
the United States. 

I am, fir, with great refpect, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
Trmotuy Pickerinc. 
United States, Philadelphia, Nov. 3. 
To M. Adct, minifter plenipotentiary 
of the French republic. 





AA Proclamation by George Wafhing- 
ton, Prefident of the United States 
of 4 Imevica. 


Whereas an explanatory article, 
to be added to the treaty of ainity, 
commerce, and navigation, between 
the United States and his Britannic 
majefiy, was concluded and figned 
at Philadelphia, on the 4th day of 
May latt, by Timothy Pickering, 


efq. fecretary of ftate, on the part 
of the United States, and by Phi- 
neas Bond, efg. the commiifioner of 

9 his 
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his Britannic majefty, which ex- 
planatory article is in the words 
following : 


ExpraNatory ARTICLE. 


Whereas by the third article of 
the treaty of amity, commerce, 
and navigation, concluded at Lon- 
don on the nineteenth day of No- 
vember, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, between his 
Britannic majefty and the United 
States of America, it was agreed 
that it fhould at all times be free 
to his majefty’s fubjects, and to the 
citizens of the United States, and 
alfo to the Indians dwelling on ci- 
ther fide of the boundary line af- 
ie by the treaty ol peace to the 

nited States, freely to pals and 
repafs, by land or inland naviga- 
tion, into the refpective territoric: 
and countries of the two contraét- 
ing parties on the continent of A- 
merica (the country within the 
limits of the Hudfon Bay company 
only excepted), and to Navig te ail 
the lakes, rivers, and waters there- 
of, and freely to carry on trade 
and commerce with each other, 
fubject to the provifions and limi- 
tations contained in the {aid arti- 
cle: And wheress, by the eighth 
article of the treaty of peace and 
friendfhip concluded at Grenville, 
on the third day of Auguft, one 
thoufand feven hundred and nine- 
ty-five, between the United States, 
and the nations or tribes of Indians 
called the Wyandots, Delawares, 
Shawanoes, Ottawas, Chippewas, 
Putawatimies, Miamis, Fel River, 
Weeas, Kickapoos, Piankafhaws, 
and Kafkafkias, it was flipulated 
that no perfon fhould be } ermitted 
to rehide at any of the towns or 
hunting camps of the faid Indian 
tribes asa trader, who is not fur- 
nifhed with a licence for that pur- 
pole, under the authority of the 

<n ; 
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United States; which latter flipy. 
lation has excited doubts whet er 
in its operation it may not inter. 
fere with the due execution of the 
faid third article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation 
and it being the fincere defire of 
his Britannic majefty, and of the 
United States, that this pointthould 
be fo explained as to remove alf 
doubts, and premote mutual fatis. 
faftion and friendthip : and for this 
purpofe his Britannic majetty have 
ing named for his commiffioner, 
Phineas Bond, ¢ fq. his majefty's 
conful general for the middle and 
fouthern ftates of America (and 
now his majcity’s chargé d'affaires 
to the United -and the pre. 
fident of the United tes havin 
named for their commiftioner Ti. 
mothy Picke fecretarv of 
{t: f af the Un) ed ofutes, tow hom, 
agreeable to the laws of the United 
States, he has entrufted this negos 
tiation ; they, the faid commiflion- 
ers, having communicated to each 
other their full powers, have, in 
virtue of the fame, and conformae 
bly to the fpiri¢ of the laft article 
of the faid treaty of amity, come 
merce, and navigation, e1 tered into 
his explanatory article, and do by 
acree and 
‘That no ftipulations in 
any treaty fubfequentls concluded 
itr ting | arties 
nation, or 
an be un- 


ring, ela, 


P| 
{ 
thefe prefents ex] hcith 


cle Lik re, 


by either of the cor 
with anv other flate or 
with any Indian tribe, c 
derftood to derogate in any man- 
ner from the rights of free inter- 
courfe and commerce fecured by the 
aforefaid third article of the treaty 
of amity, commerce, and naviga- 
tion, to the fubjeéts of his majetty, 
and to the citizens of the United 
States, and to the Indians dwelling 
on either fide of the boundary line 
but that all the faid per- 
full liberty 
freely 


aforefaid: 


, 
fons fhali remain at 
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freely to pafs and repafs, by land 
or inland navigation, into the re- 
fpective territories and countries 
of the contratiny parties, on either 
fide of the faid boundary line, and 
freely to carry on trade and com- 
merce with each other, accordin 
to the ftipulations of the faid third 
article of the treaty of amity; com- 
merce, and navigation. : 

This explanatory article, when 

the fame fall have been ratified 
by his majefty, and by the prefident 
of the United States, by and with 
the advice and confent of their 
fenate, and the refpeétive ratifica- 
tions mutually exchanged, fhall be 
added to and make a part of the 
faid treaty of amity, commerce, 
and navigation, and fhall be per- 
manently binding upon his majefty 
and the United States. 

In witnefs whereof we, the faid 
commiflioners of his majefty 
the king of Great Britain and 
the United States of America, 
have figned this explanatory 
article, and thereto atfixed our 
feals. Done at Philadelphia, 
this fourth day of May, in 
the year of our lord oné thou- 
fand feven hundted and nine- 
ty-fix. 

P. Bonn, (L. S.) 
Timotny Pickertne, (L. 8S.) 





And whereas the faid explana- 
tory article has, by me, by and with 
the advice and confent of the fenate 
of the United’ States on the one 
part, and by his Britannic majefty 
on the other, been duly approved 
and ratified, and the ratifications 
have fince, to wit, on the fixth day 
of Oétober Jaft, been duly ex- 
changed; now, therefore, to the 
end that the faid explanatory arti- 
cle may be enccsasil and obferved 
with punctuality and the moft fin- 


cere regard to good fgith on the 
1796. 





PAPER §, (194) 


part of the United States, I hereby 
make known the premifes; and ¢n- 
join and require all perfons bear- 
ing office, civil or gee yt within 
the United States, and all others, 
citizens or inhabitants thereof, or 
being within the fame, to execute 
and obferve the faid explanatory 
article accordingly. 

In teftimony whereof I have 
caufed the feal of the United 
States to be affixed to thefe 
prefents, and figned the fame 
with my hand. 

Given at the city of Philadel- 
phia, the fourth ddy of No- 
vember, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and ninety-fix, and of 
the independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the twen- 
ty-firft. 

(L. S.) Geornce WAsHINGTON., 

By the prefident, 

Timotny Pickerine, 
Secretary of State. 


-_— 





Speech of George Waflington, Prefi- 
dent of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to both Houfes of Congre/s, 
December, 7, 1796. 


Fellow citizens of the fenate, 
and of the houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, 

In recurring to the internal fitus 
ation of our country fince [ had 
laft the pleafure to addrefs you, 
I find ample reafon for a fenew- 
ed expreflion of that gratitude to 
the Ruler of the Univerfe, which 
a continued feries of profperity 
has fo often and fo juttly called 
forth. 

The aéts of the loft feffion, which 
required {pecial arrangements, have 
been, as far as circumftances would 
admit, carried into operation. 

Meafures calculated to enfure a 


(N) con. 
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continuance of the friendhhip of 
the Indians, and to pestervs peace 
along the extent of our interior 
frontier, have been digefted and 
adopted. In the framing of thefe, 
care has been taken to guard, on 
the one hand, our advanced fettle- 
ments from the predatory incur- 
fions of thofe unruly indiviauals 
who cannot be refirained by their 
tribes; and on the other hand, to 
protect the rights fecured to the In- 
dians by treaty; to draw them 
nearer to the civilized flate, and in- 
{pire them with corre concep- 
tions of the power, as well as juftice 
of the government. 

The mecting of the deputies 
from the Creek nation at Qolerain 
in the ftate of Georgia, which had 
for a principal object the purchafe 
of a parcel of their land by that 
ftate, broke up without its being 
accomplifhed; the nation having, 
previoufly to their departure, in- 


ftrugted them againfl making any’ 


fale: the occafion, however, has 
been improved, onfirm, by a 
new treaty with Creeks, their 
pre-exifting engagements with the 
United States, and to obtain their 
eonfent to the eftablifhment of 
trading honfes and miliary pofts 
within their boundary, by means cf 
which their friendthip and the ge- 
neral peace may be more effectually 
fecured, 

‘he period during the late fef- 
fion, at which the appropriation 
was Patied tor carrying into effect 
the treaty. of amity, commerce, and 
navigation between the United 
States and ‘bis Britannic majeity, 
neceilarily procrattinated the recep- 
tion of the pofls ftrpulated to be 
delivered, beyopd the date afigned 
for that event. As foon, however, 
as the governor-general of Canada 
could Se addrefied with propriety 
au the fubject, asrangements were 
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cordially and promptly concluded: 
for their evacuation; and the Unit- 
ed States took poffeflion of the prin. 
cipal of them, comprehending. 
Ofwego, Niagara, Detrait, Micha. 
limakinac and Fort Miami, where 
fuch repairs and additions have 
been ordered to be made as appear. 
ed indafpenfable. 

The commiffioners appointed on 
the part of the United States and of 
Great Britain, to determine which 
is the river St. Croix mentioned in 
the treaty of peace of 1783, agreed 
in the choice of Egbert Benfon, 
efq. of New York for the third 
commifiioner. The whole met at 
St. Andrew’s, Paflaminquodday Bay, 
in the beginning of Ostober and 
directed furveys to be made of the 
rivers in difpute; but deeming it 
impracticable to have thefe furveys 
completed before the next year, 
they adjourned to meet at Bofton, 
in Auguft 1797, for the final deci- 
fion of the queftion. 

Other commiflioners appointed 
on the part of the United States, 
agrecably to the 7th article of the 
treaty with Great Britain, relative 
to captures and condemnation of 
vefleis and other property, met the 
commiflioners of his Britannic ma- 
jefty in’ London, in Augzuft laft, 
when John Trumbull, efg. was 
chofen by fot for the fifth com- 
miffioner.. In Oéteber following 
the board were to proceed to bufi- 
nefs. As yet there has been no 
communication of commiflioners 
on the part of Great Britain to 
unite with thofe who have been 
appoimted on the part of the Unit 
ed States, for carrying into effect 
the fixth article of the treaty. 

The treaty with Spain required 
that the commiflioners for running 
the boundary line, between the tet- 
ritory of the United States and his 
catholic mayefty’s provinces of po 

an 
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and Weft Florida, fhould meet at 
the Natches, before the expiration 
of fix months after the exchange 
of the ratifications, which was ef- 
fected at Aranjuez, on the 2¢th of 
April ; and the troops of his catholic 
majefty, occupying any pofts with- 
in the limits of the United States, 
were within the fame period to be 
withdrawn. The commithoner of 
the United States, therefore, com- 
menced his journey from the 
Natches in September, and troops 
were ordered to occupy the potts 
from which the Spanifh pian 
fhould be withdrawn. Informa- 
tion has been recently received of 
the appointment of a commiflioner 
én the part of his catholic majefty 
for running the boundary line, but 
igne of any appointment for the 
adjuftment of the claims of our 
citizens, whofe veffels were cap. 
tured by the armed veffels of 
Spain. 

In purfuance of the a& of con- 
grefs, patied in the latt fefion, for 
the protection and.relief of Ameri- 
can feamen, agents were appoint- 
ed, one to refide in Great Britain, 
and the other in the Weft Indies, 
The cffeéts of the agency in the 
Weft Indies are not yet fuliy afcer- 
tained; but thofe which have been 
communicated afford grounds to 
believe the meafure will be bene- 
ficial. The agent deftined to refide 
in Great Britain declining to ac- 
cept the appointment, the bufinefs 
has confequently devolved on the 
miniiter of the United States in 
London; and will command his 
attention, until a new agent fhall 
be appointed. 

After many delays and difap- 
pointments, arifing out of the Eu- 
ropean war, the tival arrangements 
for fuldlling the engagemenis made 
to the dey and regeney of Algicrs 
Will, in all prefent appearance, be 


PAPERS = (ios) 


crowned with fuccefs; but under 
great, though inevitable difadvan- 
tages, in the pecuniary tranfadtions, 
occafioned by that war; which will 
¢nder a further provifion neceffary. 

he aétual liberation of all our 
citizens who were prifoners in Al- 
giers, while it gratifies every feel- 
ing heart, is itfelf an earneit of a 
fatisfatory termination of the whole 
negotiation, 

Meafures are in operation for ef. 
fefting treaties with the regeucies 
of Tunis’and Tripoli. 

To an active external commerce 
the proteétion of a naval force is 
indifpenfable. This is manifeft 
with regard to wars in which a 
ftate is itfelf a party ; but befides 
this, it is our own experience, that 
the moft fincere neutrality is nota 
fufFcient guard againft the depres 
dations of nations at war. To fe- 
cure refpe& to a neutral flag, re- 


quires a naval force, organized, and™ 


ready to vindicate it from infuit 
or aggreffion: ‘This may even pre- 


.vent the neceflity of going to war, 


by difcouraging belligerent powers 
from committing fucit violations of 
the rights of the meutral party as 
may, firft or lait, have no other 
option. From the beft, informa- 
tion I have been able to obtain, it 
would feem as if our trade to the 
Mediterranean, withont a protecting 
force, will always be infecure, and 
our citizens expofed to the calami- 
ties from which numbers of thein 
have but jut been relieved. Thefe 
confiderations iavite the United 
States to look to fue means, end to 
fet about the gradual creation of a 
mavy. The increaling progrefs of 
their navigation promifes them, at 
no diftant period, the requifite fuy 
ply of feamen, and their means, in 
other refpedcis, tavour the under- 
taking. It is an encouragement, 
likewife, ti at their particuler Sina. 
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tion will give weight and influence 
to a moderate naval force in their 
hands. Will it not then be advi- 
fable to begin, without delay, to 
provide and lay up the materials 
for the building and vert of 
fhips of war; and to proceed in 
the work by degrees, in proportion 
as our refources fhall render it 

raficable, without inconveni- 
ence; fo that a future war of Eu- 
rope may not find our commerce 
in the fame unproteéted ftate in 
which it was found by the pre- 
fent? 

Congrefs have repeatedly, and 
not without fuccefs, directed their 
attention to the GE. OPTD of 
manufactures. The object is of too 
much confequence not to enfure a 
continuation of their efforts, in 
every way which will appear eli- 
gible. As a general rule, manu- 
tactures on a public account are 
inexpedient; but where the ftate 
of things in a country leaves little 
hope that certain branches of ma- 
nufa&ure will, for a great length 
of time, obtain; when thefe are of 
a nature eflential to the furnifhing 
and equipping of the public force 
in the time of war, are not efta- 
blifiments for procuring them on 
the public account, to the extent of 
the ordinary demand for the public fer- 
mice, recommended by ftrong con- 
fiderations of national policy, as 
su exception to the general rule? 
Ought our country to remain in 
fuch cafes dependent on foreign 
fupply, precarious, becaufe liable 
to be interrupted? If the necefiary 
articles fhould in this mode coft 
more in time of peace, will not the 
fecurity and independence thence 
asfing form an ample compenfa- 
tion? Eftablifhments of this fort, 
commenfurate only with the calls 
of the public ferviee in the time of 
peace, will, in time of war, eafily 
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be extended in Proportion to thé 
exigencies of the government, and - 
even perhaps be made to yield 
a furplus, for the fupply of our ci. 
tizens at large ; fo as ‘to mitigate 
the privateers from the interrup- 
tion of theirtrade. If adopted, the 
plan ought to exclude all thofe 
branches, which are already, or 
likely foon to be eftablithed in the 
country, in order that there ma 
be no danger of interference with 
purfuits of individual induftry, 

It will not be doubted that, with 
reference either to individual or 
national welfare, agriculture is of 
primary importance. In propor. 
tion as nations advance in popula. 
tion, and other circumftances of 
maturity, this truth becomes more 
apparent, and renders the cultiva- 
tion of the foil more and more an 
object of public patronage. Infti- 
tutions for promoting it grow up, 
fupported by the public purfe; 
and to what object can it be dedicat- 
ed with greater propriety? Among 
the means which have been em- 
ployed to this end, none have been 
attended with greater fuccefs than 
the eftablifhment of boards, com- 
pofed of proper characters, charged 
with collecting and diffufing intor- 
mation, and enabled by premiums, 
and {mall pecuniary aids, to en- 
courage and aflift a fpirit of difco- 
very and improvement. 

I have heretofore propofed to 
the confideration of congrefs the 
expediency of eftablifhing a nati- 
onal univerfity, and alfo a military 
academy. The defirablenefs of 
both thefe inftitutions has fo con- 
ftantly increafed with every new: 
view I have taken of the fabjed 
that I cannot omit the opportunity 
of once for all recalling your at- 
tention to them. 

The affembly to which I addrefs 
my felf is too eulightened aot to be 

3 fully 
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fully fenfible bow much a flourifh- 
ing ftate of the arts and fciences 
contributes to national profperity 
and reputation. True it is that 
our country, much to its honour, 
contains feminaries of learning, 
highly refpectable and ufeful; but 
the funds upon which they reft, 
are too narrow to command the 
ableft profeffors in the different de- 

ments of liberal knowledge, 
for the inftitution contemplated, 
though they would be excellent 
auxiliaries. 

Among the motives to fuch an 
inftitution, the affimilation of the 
principles, opinions, and manners 
of our countrymen, by the com- 
mon education of a portion of our 
youth from every quarter, well de- 
ferves attention. The more homo- 

eneous our citizens can be made 
in thefe particulars, the greater will 
be our profpeét of permanent 
union; and a primary obje& of 
fuch a national inftitution fhould 
be the education of our youth in 
the fcience of government. Ina 
republic, what fpecies of know- 
lee can be equally important ; 
and what duty more prefling on its 
legiflature than to patronize a plan 
for communicating it to thofe who 
are to be the future guardians of 
the liberties of the countrv ? 

While, in our external relations, 
fome ferious inconveniences and 
embarrafflments have been over- 
come, and others leflened, it is with 
much pain and deep regret [ men- 
tion, that circumftances of a very 
unwelcome nature have lately oc- 
curred.. Our trade has fuffered, 
and is fuffering, extentive injuries 
in the Weft Indies, from the cruif- 
ers and agents of the French re- 
public; and communications have 
seen received from its minifter 
aere, which indicate the danger af 

further difturbance of our com- 
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merce by its waar ee and which 
are, in other refpeés, far from 
agreeable. 

It has been my confiant, fincere, 
and earneft with, in conformity 
with that of our nation, to main- 
tain cordial harmony and a per- 
fectly friendly underitanding with 
that republic. This with remains 
unabated; and | fhall perfevere in 
the endeavour to fulnl it, to the 
utmoft extent of what fhall be coa- 
fiftent with a juft and indifpenfable 
regard to the rights and honour of 
our country; nor will I eafily ceafe 
to cherifh the expectation, that a 
{pirit of juftice, candour, and 
friendfiip, on the part of the re- 
public, will eventually enfure fuc- 
cefs. 

In — this courfe, how- 
ever, 1 cannot forget what is due 
to the character of our govern- 
ment and nation; orto a full and 
entire confidence in the good fenfe, 
patriotifm, felf-refpea&, and torti- 
tude of my countrymen. 

Georce WasHINGTON. 





—— ee we 


Addrefs of the Senate, profented by 
their Prefident, John Adams, to ike 
Prefident of the United States, ix 
Anfwer to the above Speech, Dee. 
12. 


We thank you, fir, for your 
faithful and detailed expoture of 
the exifting fituation of our coun- 
try; and we fincerely join in fen- 
timents of gratitude to an over- 
ruling Providence for the diftin- 
guifhed fhare of public profperityv 
and private happinels, which the 
people of the United States fo pe- 
culiarly ensoy. 

We obferve with pleafure, that 
the delivery of the military potis 
lately occupied by the Britith torces 
within the territory of the United 

(N 3) Dtatey 
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States, was made with cordiality 
and promptitude, as foon as cir- 
cumftances would admit ; and that 
the other provifions of our objects 
of eventual arrangement are now 
about being carried into effect 


. 


with entire harmony and good 
faith. 

We perfectly coincide with you 
in opinion, that the importance of 
our commerce demands a naval 
force for its protection againft fo- 
reign infult and depredation ; and 
our folicitude to attain that objedt 
will be always proportionate to its 
magnituce, 

The neceflity of accelerating the 
eftablifhment of certain ufeful ma- 
nufaétures by the intervention of 
legiflative aid and protection, and 
the encouragement duc to agricul- 
ture by the creation of boards 
(compofed of intelligent individu- 
als) to patronize this primary pur- 
fuit of fociety, are fubjeéts which 
will readily engage our moft ferious 
attention. 

A national univerfity may be 
converted to the moft ufeful pur- 
potes. The fcience of legiflation 
being fo effeutially dependent on 
the endowments of the mind, the 
public intereft muft receive effec- 
tual aid from the general diffufion 
af knowledge; and the United 
States will aflume a more digni- 
fied fation among the nations of 
the earth, by the fuccefsful cultiva- 
tion of the higheft branches of li- 
terature. 

We fincerely lament, that while 
the conduct of the United States 
has been uniformly impreffed with 
the chara&er of equity, modera- 
tion, and lave of peace, in the 
maintenance of ail their foreign re- 
lationflaips, our trade fhould be fo 
harailed by the crutfers and agents 
of the republic of l’rance, through- 

rN 
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out the extenfive departments of 
the Weft Indies. 

We cordially acquiefce in the 
refleétion that the United States, 
under the operation of the federal 
government, have experienced g 
moft rapid agerandizement and 
profperity, as wej: political as coms 
mercial. 

Wiile contemplating the caufes 
that produce this aufpicious re. 
fult, we muft acknowledge the ex. 
cellence of the conftituttonal fyf. 
tem, and the wifdom of the legifla- 
tive provifions: but we fhould be 
deficient in gratitude. and juttice 
did we not attribute a great portion 
ot thefe advantages to the virtue, 
firmnefs, and talents of your ad- 
miniftration, which have been con. 
fpicuoufly difplayed in the mof 
trying times, and on the moft cri 
tical occafions. Ic is, therefore, 
with the fincereft regret, that we 
now receive an official notifica- 
tion of your intentions to retire 
from the public employments of 
your country. 

When we review the various 
fcenes of your public life, fo long 


‘and fo fuccefsfully devoted to the 


moft arduous fervices, civil and 
military, as well during the ftrug- 
gles of the American revolution, 
as the conyulfive periods of @ re 
cent date, we cannot look forward 
to your retirement without our 
warmett affe&tions and moft anxi- 
ous regards accompanying you, 
and without mingling avith our fel 
low-citizens at large the fincereft 
wifhes for your perfonal happinefs 
that fenfibility and attachment can 
exprefs. 

The moft effeétual confoiation 
that can offer for the lofs we are 
about to fuftain, arifes from the 
animating reflection, that the m- 
tucnce of your example will ~ 
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tend to your fucceflors, and the 
United States thus continue to ca- 
joy an able, upright, and energetic 
adminiftration. , 
Joun Apams, vice prefident of 
the United States, and prefi- 
dent of the fenate. 





The Pi efident’s Reply. 
Gentlemen, 


It affords me great fatisfaétion 
to find in your addrefs a concur- 
rence in fentiment with me on the 
various topics which I prefented 
for your information and delibe- 
ration ; and that the latter will re- 
ceive from you an attention pro- 
portioned to their refpective im- 
portance. 

For the notice you take of my 

ubtic fervices, civil and military, 
and your kind wifhes for my per- 
fonal happinefs, I beg you to ac- 
cept my cordial thanks. Thofe 
tervicgs, and greater, had J poiluif- 


ed ability to render them, were due 
to the unanimous calls of my coun- 
try; and its approbation is my 
abundant reward. .. 

When contemplating the period 
of my retirement, | fiw virtuous 
and enlightened men, among whom 
I refted on the difcernment and 
patriotifm of my fellow-citizens to 
make the proper choice of a fuce 
ceffor ; men who would require no 
influential example to enfire to the 
United States “ an able, upright, 
and energetic adminiftration.” To 
fuch men I fhall cheerfully yield 
the palm of genius and talents, to 
ferve our Common Country ; but at 
the fame time I hope I may be in- 
dulged in expreffing the confoling 
reflection (which confcioufnefs fug- 
gefts), and to bear it with me ta 
the grave, that none can ferve i¢ 
with purer intentions than I have 
done, or with a more difinterefted 
zem, 

Georce Wasuincron,. 
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SUPPLIES granted by Parriamene 
for the Year 1796. 





NAVY.’ 
Nov. 6, 1795. £- Ss. a 
OR 110,009 men, omnia 18,000 marines, 5,720,000 o 9 
EC. 7. 
Ordinary, - ° i . 624,152 1 & 
Extra, ; - 708,400 0 9 


May 10, 1796. 
Toward difcharging the navy debt, : §00,000 0 9 


————— .. 


£:7:552,552 1 § 


ND SAS 


ee a ee 
Dec. 2, 1795. ; s. de 
For 49,000 men as guards and garrifons, - 1,358,624 2 9g 
Forces in the plantations, - - 1,666,900 3 6 
Difference between Britith and Irifh pay, - 49,195 4 9 
Additionals to troops in the Eaft Indies, - 8,345 16 2 
Recruiting land forces, contingéncies, &c. - 360,000 o 0 
Subfiftence paid to innkeepers, &c, - : 120,000 0° 6 
General and ftaff officers, : - 103,042 1 3 
Staff officers, &c. on general Clarke’s expedition, - 9,259 18 6 
Full pay to fupernumerary officers, - - 129,779 14 II 
Allowance to the paymafter-general, &c. : 1435490 13 § 
Reduced officers of the land forces and marines, 118,873 18 6 
Reduced horfe-guards, - - - 126 1 6 
Officers late in the fervice of the ftates general, - 1,000 0 O 
Reduced officers of Britifi American forces, - $2,500 0 @ 
Allowances to feveral officers of ditto, . 7,500 0 O 
Embodied militia and fencible infantry, - 917,294 14 1 
Contingencies for ditto, - : - 210,000 0 0 
Clothing for the militia, - - : 108,538 17 1 
Fencible cavalry, : - - - 470,636 19 8 
Allowances for ditto, - > . 115,000 0 @ 
Dec. 4. 
Extraordinaries, - - - 2,646,990 19 10 
Apri 26, 1796. 
Extraordinaries, . . 2 885,673 19.10 
May 2. 
Scotch military roads and bridges, - - 4,500 9 Q 
May 3. 
Subfidy to the king of Sardinia, - - 200,000 90 0° 
Chef pail 6 2 
che n ~ - : 146,0 
ea penfioners, 1057 Widow!’ 
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en ote, A 
Widows’ penfions, . . - 10,933 16 g 

/ May to. . 
Extraordinaries for 1796, - - : 1,350,009 0 o 
Foreign crogpe> - - - 438,035 3 2 
Completing barracks, - - - 290,000 90 0 
£-11,911,899 9 10 

ORDNANCE. 
. Dec. 2, 1795. Le. & @ 
Land fervice for 1 796 - - Fang 875,488 14 & 
Ditto, previous to Dec. 31, 1783, - - 279 4 4 
Ditto, unprovided for in 1794, a. ie 45,650 0 5 
Sea fervice, ditto, -. Pk - 61,000 8 g 
Land fervice not provided forin 1795, - = 762,046 13 @ 
APRIL 26, 1796. 

Services previous to Dec. 31, 1795, not provided for, 210,194 15 1% 
£-1,954,065 17 © 





MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 


Dec. 2, 1795. L- 
Civil eftablifhment of Upper Canada, - - 73100 
Ditto, Nova Scotia, - - - 55415 
Ditto, New Brunfwick, - : . 4,550 
Ditto, St. John’s Ifland, - - : 1,900 
Ditto, Cape Breton, : - : 1,000 
Ditto, Newfoundland, - . : 1,232 
Ditio, Bahama Iflands, - . 4,200 


Salary of the chief juftice of the Bermuda IMands - 580 


Ditto, of Dominica, - - . 600 
Civil eftablifhment of New South Wales, - 5,241 
To difcharge exchequer bills, - - 3590,;000 
Fes. 11, 1796. 
To difcharge exchequer bills, - ~ _--:24500,000 
Vote of credit, - - - 2,500,000 
May 2. 
To fatisfy navy, vidtualling, and tranfport bills, 4,331,141 
His majefty’s fervice abroad, - ° * 2331485 
french refugees, - - - 129,350 
Allowance to American fufferers, - . 28,500 
Profecutions, &c. relating to the coin, - . 2,966 
Printing journals of the houfe of peers, - 1,358 
Publithing weekly returns of the average price of fugar, 1,334 
Mr. Whittam for attendance on a committee, - 384 
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Mr. Gunnell, for ditto, ° : - - * : “ 
Addrefs money, - : - 29,921 12 6 
Conviéts on the Thames, - - 8,685, 11 4 
Ditto at Langfton and Portfmouth, - - 12,072 1 & 
Expences on account of New South Wales, ‘ 15,088 4 log 
Ditto, on account of Mr. Haftings’ profecution, - 5,000@ 9 o 
Purchafe of the parliament office, - - 2,741 16 of 
Superintendance of the Alien A&, ° . 2,232 14 rH 
Stationary fhipped for Upper Canada, - 306 19 of 
For reduétion of the national debt, in - 200,000 9 9 
American and Eaft Fiorida fufferers, - . 197,803 5 ¢3 
Ditto, - - : ° $3,387 7 6 
African forts, - : - 20,000 0 6 
Turkey company, - - - §,000 0 9 
Board of Agriculture, z - - 3,000 0 Oo 
Britith Mufeum, - - . 3,000 0 o 
May 10. 
Veterinary college, - . - 1,500 0 0 
£-13,321,430 31 2t 
DEFICIENCY. 
May 2, 1796. L. 5. a. 
Deficiency of Grants in 1795, - - 2,347,954 10 oP 
Nayy, : - —- 7,552,552 1 8 
Army, : . 11,911,899 9g 10 
Ordnance, - 1,954,665 170 
Mifcellancous fervices, 13,821,430 1 2% 
Deficiency, - : 2,347:95% 10 Of 
4 -37,588,502 o 62 
Ways and Mgans for rai/ing the Supplies for 199. 
Nov. ro, 1795 f£- 5S. ae 
Land and malt-tax, - - . 2,750,000 0 © 
Dec. §. 
Annuities, - : - - 18,000,000 0 © 
Fen. rt, 1796. 
Exchequer bills, - - . 3,500,000 0 & 
Ter. 16 
Ditto, ° ° ees: Pere 2,500,000 9 0 
ArritL 19. 
Annuities, : ° . . 7,500,000 0 0 
May 2 
Profit of a lottery, 600,000 tickets, at £13; : 2$0,000 0 90 
May 7. 
Surplus of the confolidated fund, - - 3,509,000 © 9 


ao ea S 
-————— oe eC oO 


£,-38,230,000 9 © 


OT e~; 
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| Public AAs paffed in the Sixth Sef- 
: Jion of the Seventeenth Parliament of 
Great Britain. 


Nov. 23, 1795- 


Land and malt bills. 

An aé to prohibit the exporta- 
tion of corn, meal, &c. and to per- 
mit the importation thereof, for a 
jimited time. 


Dec. t. 


An a& to prohibit, for a limited 
time, the making of ftarch, hair- 
powder, &c. from wheat and other 
articles of food, and for lowering 
the duty on the importation of 
ftarch, &c. 

An a& to prohibit the exporta- 
tion of candles, tallow, and foap, 
for a limited ume. ? 


Dee. 18. . 


An act for the fafety and prefer- 
vation of his majeity’s perfon aud 
government, againit treafonable 
and feditious practices and at- 
tempts. 

An a& for the more effectually 
preventing feditious meetings and 
alenblies. 

An aét for the better relief of 
the poor in the hundreds, towns, 
and dittricts in England, incorpo- 
rated for their better maintenauce 
and employment. _ 


Dec. 19. 


An act for raifing eighteen mil- 
lions by way of annuities, 


(303) 
Dec. 24. 


Mutiny bill. 

An aét to permit bakers to make¢ 
and fell certain forts of bread. 

An aét to amend fo much of an 
aft, made in the oth year of Geo. 
1. entitled, * An act for amending 
the laws relating to the fetthment, 
employment, and relief of the 
poor,” as prevents the diftributing 
occafional relief to poor perfons 
in their own houfes, under certain 
circumftances and iu certain cates. 


March 7, 1796. 

Marine mutiny bill. 

An aét for increafing the rates 
of fubiiftence to be granted to inn- 
keepers and others, on quartering 
foldiers. 

May 14. 

An act for the better regulation 
of mills. 

An a& for the further fupport 
and maintenance of curates withia 
the church of England. * 


May 18. 


An a& for continuing the en- 
couragement and reward of perfons 
making certain difcoveries for find- 
ing the longitude at fea, or making 
other. ufelul difcoveries and im- 
provements in navigation, 

An act to exempt dairies, and 
cheefe and butter warehoufes, kept 
folely as fuch, from the duties on 
windows and lights, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES ann CHARACTERS, 


CHARACTER OF COSMO DE’ MEDICI. 


{From the firft Volume of Mr. Roscor’s Life of Lorenzo pe’ Mepict.]} 


os HE character of Cofmo de’ 
Medici exhibits a combi- 
nation of virtues and endowments 
rarely to be found united in the 
fame perfon. If in his public works 
he was remarkable for his magnifi- 
cence, he was no lefs con{picuous 
for his prudence in private life. 
Whilft in the character of chief of 
the Florentine republic, he fup- 
ported a conftant intercourfe with 
the fovereigns of Europe, his con- 
duct in Florence was divefted of all 
oftentation, and neither in his re- 
tinue, his friendfhips, or his con- 
verfation, could he be dittinguifhed 
from any other refpectable citizen. 
He well knew the jealous temper of 
the Florentines, and preferred the 
real enjoyment of authority, to 
that open aflumption of it, which 
could only have been regarded as a 
perpetual infult, by thofe whom he 
permitted to gratify their own pride, 
in the reflection that they were the 
equals of Cofmo de’ Medici. 

“ In affording protection to the 
arts of architeéture, painting, and 
fculpture, which then began to re- 
vive in Italy, Cofmo fet the great 


example to thofe, who by their 
rank, and their riches, could alone 
afford them effectual aid. The 
countenance fhewn by him to thofe 
arts, was not of that kind which 
their profeffors generally experi- 
ence from the great; it was not con- 
ceded as a bounty, nor received as 
a favour; but appeared in the 
friendfhip and equality that fub- 
fifted between the artift and his pa- 
tron, In the erection of the nu- 
merous publit buildings in which 
Cofmo expended incredible fums 
of money, he principally availed 
himfelf of the afliftance of Michel- 
lozzo Michellozzi and Filippo Bru- 
nellefchi; the firft of whom was a 
man of talents, the latter of gen‘us. 
Soon after his return from banifh- 
ment, Cofmo engaged thefe two 
artifts to form t .e plan of « manfion 
for his own refidence. Brunel- 
lefchi gave {cope to his invention, 
and produced the defign of a palace 
which might have fuited the proud- 
eft fovereign in Europe; but Cof- 
mo was led by that prudence which, 
in his perfonal accommodation, re- 
gulated all his conduét, to prefer 

42 7 * the 





























[4] 


the plan of Michellozzi, which uni- 
ted extent with fimplicity, and ele- 
gance with convenience. With 
the confcioufnefs, Brunellefchi pof- 
fefled alfo the irritability of genius, 
and in a fit of vexation, he deftroy- 
ed a defign which he unjuftly con- 
fidered as difgraced by its not being 
carried into ‘execution.: Having 
cém pleated his dwelling, Cofmo in- 
dulged his tafte in ornamenting it 
with the moft precious remains of 
ancient art; and in the purchafe of 
vafes, ftatues, bufts, gems, and me- 
dals, expended no inconfiderable 
fim. Nor «2s he lefs attentive to 
the merits of thofe artifts which his 
native place had recently produced. 
With Mataccio a better ftyle of 
painting ad arifen, and the cold 
and formal manner of Giotto, and 
his difciples, had- given way to 
more natural and expreflive com- 
pofition, In Cofino de’ Medici 
this rifing artift found his mott li- 
beral patron and protector. Some 
of the works of Mafaccio were exe- 
cuted in the chapel of the Bran- 
cacci, where they were held in fuch 
eftimation, that the place was re- 
garded as a {cheol of ftudy by the 
moft eminent artifis who immedi- 
ately fuceeeded lum. Even the 
celebrated Michelagnolo, when ob- 
ferving thefe paintings many years 
afterwards, in company with his 
honeft and loquacious friend Va- 
Sari, did not hefitate to exprefs his 
decided approbation of their merits. 
The reputation of Mafaccio was 
emulated by his difciple Filippo 
Lippi, who executed for Cofmo 
and his friends many celebrated 
pictures, of which Vafari has given 
a minute account, Cofmo how- 
ever found no fmall difficulty in 
controlling the temper and regu- 
lating the eccentricitics of this ex- 
traordinary character. If the ef- 
forts of thefe early matters did not 
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reach the true end of the art, they 
afforded confiderable affiftance to- 
wards it; and while Mafaccio and 
Filippo decorated with their ad- 
mired productions the altars of 
churches and the apartments of 
princes, Donatello gave to marble 
a proportion of form, a vivacity of 
expreflion, to which his contempo- 
raries imagined that nothing more 
was wanting; Brunellefchi raifed 
the great dome of the cathedral of 
Florence; and Ghiberti caft in 
brats the ftupendous doors of the 
church of St. John, which Michel. 
agcnolo deemed worthy to be the 
gates of paradife. 

‘© In his perfon Cofmo was tal!; 
in his youth he poffefled the advan- 
tage of a prepoflefling countenance; 
what age had taken from his come- 
linefs, it had added to his dignity, 
and in his latter years, his appear- 
ance was fo truly vencrable as to 
have been the frequent fubject of 
panegyric, His manner was grave 
and complacent, but upon many 
occafions he gave fufficient proofs 
that this did not arife from a want 
of talents for farcafm;, and the 
fidelity of the Florentine hiftorians 
has preferved many of his flirewd 
obfervations and remarks. 
Rinaldo de’ Albizi, who was then 
in exile, and meditated an attack 
upon his native place, fent a mef- 
fage to Cofmo, importing that the 
hea would fhortly hatch, he replied, 
‘She will hatch with an ill grace 
‘out of her own neft.’ On ano 
ther occafion, when his adverfaries 
gave him to underftand that they 
were not fleeping, ‘1 believe It,’ 
faid Cofmo, ¢ I have fpoiled their 
¢ fleep.’——* Of what colour is my 
¢ hair?’ faid Cofmo, uncovering his 
head to the ambafladors of Venice, 
who came with a complaint againft 
the Florentines, * White,’ they re- 


plied ; 


h’ han 
‘ lit ti 


‘It will not be long.’ faid 
Cofino, 
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Cofmo, ‘ before that of your fena- 
‘tors will be fo to.’ Shortly be- 
fore his death, h > wife inqu‘ring 
why he clofed his eyes, * That | 
‘may perceive nore clearly,’ was 


his reply. 


“Tf, from con‘idering the pri-. 


vate character of ‘ofmo, we attend 
to his condu¢t as the moderator 
and director of the Florentine re- 
public, our admiration of his abi- 
lities will increafe with the extent 
of the theatre upon which he had 
to aét. So important were his 
mercantile concerns, that they often 
influenced in a very remarkable de- 
gree the politics of Italy. When 
Alfonfo king of Naples leagued 
with the Venetians againit Flo- 
rence, Cofino called in fuch im- 
menfe debts from thofe places, as 
deprived them of refources for car- 
ryingonthe war. During the con- 
teft between the houfes of York 
and Lancatter, one of his agents in 
England was reforted to by Edward 
LV. for a fum of money, which 
was accordingly furnifhed, to fuch 
an extraordinary amount, that it 
might almoft be confidered as the 
means of lupporting that monarch 


on the throne, and was repaid when 
his fucceffes enabled, him to fulfil 
his engagement, The alliance of, 
Cofmo was feduloutly courted by 
the princes of Italy, and it was re- 
marked, that by a happy kind of 
fatality, whoever united their inter- 
efts with his, were always enabled 
either to reprefs, or to overcome 
their adverfaries. By his afliftance 
the republic of Venice refifted, the 
united attacks.of Filippo duke of 
Milan, and of the French nation, 
but when deprived of, his fupport; 
the Venetians were no longer able 
to withftand, their; enemies, With 
whatever diffictlties\Cofmo had to 
encounter, at home or abroad, they 
generally terminated im the acqui- 
fition of additional honour to his 
country and,to himfelf.. The ve- 
fteem and gratitude of his fellow- 
citizens were fully fhewn a fhort 
time before his death, when by a 
public decree he’ was honoured 
with the title of Pater Patria, an 
appellation which was inferibed on 
his tomb, and which, as it was 
founded on real merit, has ever 


fince been attached to the name of 


Coimo de’ Medici.” 





Suort Revrew of the Cuaracter of Lorenzo ps’ Mepici, and of 
the Circumftances attending his Death. 


[From the fecond Volume of the fame Work.] 


N the height of his reputation, 

and at a premature period 

of life, died Lorenzo de’ Medici; 
a man who may be felected from 
all the chara¢ters of ancient and 
modern hiftory, as exhibiting the 
moft remarkable initance of depth 
of penetration, verfatility of talent, 
and comprehenfion of mind. Whe- 
ther genius be a predominating im- 
pulfe, directing the mind to iome 
particular object, or whether it be 


an energy of intellect that arrives 
at excellence in any department in 
which it may be employed, it is 
certain that there are few inftances 
in which a fuccefsful exertion in 
any human purfuit has not occa- 
fioned a dereliétion of many other 
objects, the attainment of which 
might have conferred immortality. 
If the powers of the mind are to 
bear down all obftacles that oppofe 
their progrefs, it feems neceflary 
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that they fhould fweep along in 
ome certain courfe, and in one 
colleéted mafs. What then fhall we 
think of that rich fountain which, 
whilft it was poured out by fo man 
channels, flowed through each wit 
a full and equal ftream ? To be ab- 
forbed in one purfuit, however im- 
portant, is not the characteriftic of 
the higher clafs of genius, which, 
piercing through the various com- 
binations and relations of furround- 
ing circumftances, fees all things 
in their juft dimenfions, and attri- 
butes to each its due, Of the va- 
tious occupations in which Loren- 
zo engaged, there is not one in 
which he was not eminently fuc- 
cefsful; but he was moft particu- 
larly diftingnifhed in thofe which 
juftly hold the firft rank in human 
eftimation. The facility with which 
he turned from fubjeéts of the 
higheft importance to thofe of a- 
mufement and levity, fuggefted to 
his countrymen the idea that he had 
two diitinét fouls combined in one 
body. Even his moral character 
feems to have partaken in fome de- 
gree of the fame diverfity, and his 
devotional poems are as ardent as 
his lighter pieces are licentious. 
On all fides he touched the ex- 
tremes of human charatter, and 
the powers of his mind were only 
bounded by that impenetrable cir- 
cle which prefcribes the limits of 
human nature. 

“* Asajtatefman, Lorenzo de’ Me- 
dici appears to peculiar advantage. 
Uniformly employed in fecuring 
the peace and promoting the hap- 
pineis of his country by juft regu- 
lations at home, and wife precau- 
tions abroad, and teaching to the 
furrounding governments thofe im- 
portant leffons of political fcience, 
on which the civilization and tran- 
quillity of nations have fince been 
found to depend. Though pofledf- 
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ed of undoubted talents for milf. 
tary exploits, and of fagacity to 
avail himfelf of the imbecility of 
neighbouring powers, he was {y. 
perior to that avarice of dominion 
which, without improving what ig 
already acquired, blindly aims at 
more extenfive pofleffions. The 
wars in which he engaged were for 
fecurity, not for territory; and the 
riches produced by the fertility of 
the foil, and the induftry and inge- 
nuity of the inhabitants of the Flo- 
rentine republic, inftead of being 
diffipated in impofing projeéts and 
ruinous expeditions, circulated in 
their natural channels, giving hap- 
pinefs to the individual, and re- 
fpectability to the ftate. If he was 
not infenfible to the charms of am- 
bition, it was the ambition to de- 
ferve rather than to enjoy; and he 
was always cautious not to exact 
from the public favour more than 
it might be voluntarily willing to 
beftow. The approximating fup- 
preflion of the liberties of Florence, 
under the influence of his defcend- 
ants, may induce fufpicions unfa- 
vourable to his patriotifm; but it 
will be difficult, not to fay impof- 
fible, to difcover, either in his con- 
duét or his precepts, any thing that 
ought to ftigmatize him as an ene- 
my to the freedom of his country. 
The authority which he exercifed 
was the fame as that which his an- 
ceftors had enjoyed, without injury 
to the republic, for nearly a cen- 
tury, and had defcended to him as 
infeparable from the wealth, the re- 
ipeétability, and the powerful fo- 
reign connexions of his family. 
The fuperiority of his talents en- 
abled him to avail himfelf of thefe 
advantages with irrefiftible effect; 
but hiftory fuggefts not an inftance 
in which they were devoted to any 
other purpofe than that of promot- 


ing the honour and independence 
© 
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of the Tufcan ftate. It was not by 
the continuance, but by the dere- 
liétion of the fyftem that he had 
eftablifhed, and to which he ad- 
hered to the clofe of his life, that 
the Florentine republic funk under 
the degrading voke of defpotic 
power; and to his premature death 
we may unqueftionably attribute, 
not only the déftruction of the com- 
monwealth, but all the calamities 
that Italy foon afterwards fuftain- 
ed. 

“ The fympathies of mind, like 
the laws of chemical affinity, are 
uniform. Great talents attract ad- 
miration, the offering of the under- 

anding; but the qualities of the 
heart can alone excite affection, the 
offering the heart. If we may judge 
of Lorenzo de’ Medici by the ar- 
dour wih which his friends and 
contemporaries have expreffed their 
attachment, we fhall form conclu- 
fions highly favourable to his feafi- 
bility and his focial virtues. The 
exa¢tion of thofe attentions ufually 
paid to rank and to power, he left 
to fuch as had no other claims to 
re{pect; he rather chofe to be con- 
fidered as the friend and the equal, 
than as the diétator of his fellow- 
citizens. His urbanity extended to 
the loweft ranks of fociety; and 
while he enlivened the city of Flo- 
rence by magnificent {peétacies and 
amufing reprefentations, he partook 
of them himfelf with a relith that 
fet the example of feftivity. It 
was the general opinion in Flo- 
rence, that whoever was favoured 
by Lorenzo could not fail of fuc- 
cefs. Valori relates, that in the 
reprefentation of an engagement on 
horfeback, one of the combatants, 
who was fuppofed to contend un- 
der the patronage of Lorenzo, be- 
ing overpowered and wounded, a- 
vowed his refolution to die rathtr 
than fubmit to his adverfary, and 
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it was not without difficulty that he 
was refcued from the danger, to 
receive from the bounty of Lorenzo 
the re ward of his well-meant though 
miftaken fidelity. : 

“ The death of Lorenzo, which 
happened on the eighth day of 
April 1492, was no fooner known 
at Florence than a general alarin 
and confternation fpread through- 
out the city, and the inhabitants 
gave way to the moft unbounded 
expreffions of grief. Even thofe 
who were not friendly to the Me- 
dici lamented in this misfortune the 
profpeét of the evils tocome. The 
agitation of the public mind was 
increafed by a fingular coincidence 
of calamitous events, which the fu- 
perftition of the people confidered 
as portentous of approaching com- 
motions. The phyfician, Pier Leoni, 
whofe prefcriptions had failed of 
fuccefs, being apprized of ihe re- 
fult, left Careggi in a ftate of dijf- 
traction, and precipitate’ himfelf 
into a weil in the fuburbs of the 
city. Two days preceding the 
death of Lorenzo, the great dome 
of the Reparata was itruck with 
lightning, and on the fide which 
approached towards the chapel of 
the Medici, a part of the building 
fell. It was alfo obferved that one 
of the golden pa‘/e or bails, the 
emblazonment of the Medcicean 
arms, was at the fame time ruck 
out. For three nights, gleams of 
light were faid to have been per- 
ceived proceeding from the hiil of 
Fiefole, and hovering above the 
church of S. Lorenzo, where the 
remains of the family were devpo- 
fited. Befidesthefe incidents, found. 
ed perhaps on fome cafual occurs 
rence, aud only rendered extraor- 
dinary by the workings of a heated 
IMagination, manv others of a fis 
milar kind are related by contem- 
porary authors, which, whillt thep 
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exemplify that credulity which cha- 
raéterifes the ‘human race in every 
age, may at leaft ferve to fhew that 
the event to which they were fup- 
pofed to allude was conceived to be 
of fuch magnitude as to occafion a 
deviation from the ordinary courfe 
of mature. From Careggithe body 
of Lorenzo was conveyed to the 
church of his patron faint, amidft 
the tears and lamentations of all 
ranks of people, who bewailed the 
lofs of their faithful protector, the 
glory of their city, the companion 
of their amufements, their common 
father and friend. His obfequies 
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were without oftentation, he hay« 
ing a fhort time before his death 
given exprefs directions to that ef. 
feé&t. Not atomb or an infcription 
marks the place that received his 
afhes ; but the ftranger, who, {mit- 
ten with the love of letters and of 
arts, wanders amidft the fplendid 
monuments erected to the chiefs of 
this illuftrious family, the work of 
Michelagnolo and of his powerful 
competitors, whilft he looks in vain 
for that infcribed with the name of 
Lorenzo, will be reminded of his 
glory by them all.” 





Memorrs of the Asate Merasrasio, until his: Arrival at Vienna 
on his Appointment to the Office of IMpeaiaL Laureate, ' 


[ Extraéted from Dr, Burney’s Memorrs of the Lire and Waitines 
: of that Porr.] 


¢ F)IZTRO TRAPASSO, the fe- 

‘cond fon of Felice Trapaffo 
of Afifi, and Francefca Galafti of 
Bologna, was born at Rome, Jan. 
6th, 1698, in the parifh of Santi 
Lorenzo & Damafo, where he was 
baptited the igth of the fame month, 
by Card. Ottoboni. 

‘* His father, though defcended 
from a family in Afifi which had 
long enjoyed the privileges of free- 
citizens, but which, by a gradual 
decline, was reduced to poverty, 
not being able to fubfitt in the place 
of his birth, hfted for a foldier in 
the regiment of Corfi, and foon 
after married Francefca Galatti, by 
whom he had many children be- 
fides the poet. 

‘© While he was in garrifon, to 
the {mall pay of a foldier, he added 
fomething towards the maintenance 
of his family, by becoming an ama- 
nuenfis, And at length, having 
ferved the ufual time, and by ex- 
iremeinduitry and w@conomy faved 


a little money, he entered into part- 
nerfhip with a fhop-keeper at 
Roine, for the fale of goods which 
belong to what the Romans call 
Varte bianca, confifting of oil, 
flower, paftdy, and other culinary 
materials. 

* And having been fomewhat 
pro{perous in this kind of mer- 
chandife, he placed his two eldeft 
fons, Leopoldo and Pietro, at a 
Grammar-fchool. The latter dif- 
covered an extraordinary quicknefs 
and difpofition for literature, and a 
violen¢ pailion for poetry, with a 
power of making verfes, extempore, 
on any given fubjeét, before he was 
ten vears old, : 

‘© This faculty he was habituated 
to exercife, after fcliool hours, at 
his father’s thop, where great crowds 

fod to aflemble in the ftreet of an 
ing to hear the. young Tra- 
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fine voice. During one of thefe 
tuneful fits, the learned civilian 
Gravina Having accidentally patled 
that way, was {truck with the {weet- 
nefs of the child’s voice, and {till 
more with his verfes, which he foon 
found were extempore, and either 
upon perfons who ftood near him, 
or on playful fubjects of their fug- 
getting. 

“ Gravina was fo aftonifhed and 
pleafed at the precocity of the little 
bard’s talents, that he ttopt to careis, 
and converfe with him, offering 
him money for his performance, 
which however the child moceftly 
declined to accept... This fo much 
increafed the civilian’s admiration, 
that he inftantly conceived a wiih 
to adopt him, for the pleafure of 
cultivating a foil which nature had 
rendered fo fertile, that even the 
{fpontaneous flowers and fruits it 
produced were of a fuperior kind. 

Vithout hefitation he therefore ap- 
plied to his parents, foliciting them 
to transfer to him the care of their 
fon’s education, promifing to be. 
come not only his preceptor, but 
father. 

© As the child was ftillto remain 
at Rome, and no cruel preliminary 
was mentioned, by which his natu- 
ral parents were prohibited from 
feeing him and cherifhing recipro- 
cal atted tion, Felix was too wife, 
and zealous for the welfare of his 
fon, to refufe the proffered patron- 
age; and the next morning Pietro 
was conducted by his father and 
mother to the houfe of Gravina, 
and wholly configned to his care 
and protection. 

** Our young bard was now, from 
the legitimate child of a fhop- ‘kee ep- 
er, become the adopted fon of a 
man of letters. And as his learned 
patron was partial to Greek litersa- 
ture, and wifhed to implant in the 
mind of the young Roman a re- 


{pect andreverence for ancient lore, 
he tranilated his name into Greek : 
calling him Metaftafio, initead of 
Trapafli; as Msracracis, Mutatio, 
feemed at once to exprefs his for- 
mer name of Trapatflo, and his new 
fituation as an adopted ciaild, 

And having changed his name, 
he undertook the more difficult tafk 
of changing, or at leaft enlarging, 
his mental faculties, and at the lume 
time that he was fiudving the 
learned lang suapes, and im oruing his 
mind with the fcience s, he withed 
to make him an orator rather than 
a poet, and determined that he 
fhould findy the law as Layee fion; 
that, and divinity, being the anly 
two roads by which 29 man ot 
learning could arrive at honours 
and dignity in Rome. Poets, in 
deed, were rewarded wuh barren 
praite and ac can ation, but wealth 
and athuence were firangers to 
their doors. . 

Yet while hef was obliged. to 
read the ary books of the law, and 
to hear the wrangling and jargon of 
the bar, his natural paflon never 
guitted him, but 

True as the necdle to the Polar ftar, 

Which nightly yuides the advent rous 
mariner, 

lis glowing influence pointed out the way, 


Through flow’ry paths oi poetry to Cras 


And however he was ofienfibly oc- 
cupied by other fiudies, he found 
ume, by ’ ftealth, to rr ad the yr 
models of the ast. fof which fiys au 
Italian writer, * he fucked the {wee:, 
‘and devoured the fubflance.’ In- 
deed he was as mach in difgulte in 
the robes of the forum, as Achilles 
in thofe of afemale. <At tli 

of Homer and Aricfo, which were 


his favourite poets, he was unable 
to contain himfelf; and Gray ina t 
difcovering, in fpite of his | 3% 
determination to conform unpiicitly 
to his will, that this exclufive paf- 
fion 
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fion for poetry was infuperable, at 
length permitted him to read thofe 
poets which he himfelf thought not 
only the beit, but the only models 
of perfection. At the age of four- 
teen, during the early period of this 
indulgence, Metaftafio produced his 
tragedy of Giuftino, conformable 
to the rigour of all the rules of the 
ancient Greek dramatic writers, 
with which his learned preceptor 
had fupplied him. But he lifped 
the numbers of the dry and formal 
feenes of this Coup d’Effai in a 
manner which he afterwards dif- 
liked in proportion to the pains he 
had taken to walk the flage in 
Greek bufkins.” 

© It feems fomewhat inconfiftent, 
that Gravina, whofe firfl impreffi- 
ons in favour of his young pupil 
were the effects of his premature 
genius for poetry, fhould check his 
progrefs in that art, in favour of 
another ftudy for which he had no 
paflion or uncommon difpofition ; 
but ‘thinking more of his future 
fortune than fame, he chained him 
to legiflation, pandeéts, edicts, de- 
crees, codes, rolls, and every fpecies 
of advocation that was likely to 
contribute to his profeffional know- 
ledge and advancement. 

* put atter producing the tragedy 
of Giuftino upon Gravina’s fz- 
vourite Greek model, the learned 
civilian feems not only to have to- 
lerated, but encouraged his pupil’s 
adoration of the Mufes; and at 
eighteen carried him to Naples ex- 
prefsly to afford him an opportu- 
nity of finging extempore with the 
mott celebrated Improvifatori of 
Italy at that time.” 

“ And it is related by his bio- 
graphers, that in this very year of 
his age, he fung, all’ improvifa, at 
Naples, forty cétave ftanzas, on a 
fubjeét propofed to him by one of 
the audience, which was.‘ the mag- 
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‘ nificence of princes,’ and he was 
heard with wonder and rapture by 
all the learned prefent. They ad. 
mired the fecundity of his ideas 
the fublimity of his conceptions, 
the flights of his fancy, and the fa. 
cility and neatnefs of his expreffion, 
Endeed he became in that city, the 
general and favourite fubje@ of jj- 
terary academies and affemblies of 
good tafte and polite conveérfation ; 
where nothing was repeated but the 
favourite verfes which he had fung 
extempore, and which were re- 
membered by thofe who had heard 
them from his own mouth: on 
thefe occafions, the order, clearnefs, 
and learning, with which hetreated 
the fubjects, as well as the beauty 
of his verfes, the fweetnefs of his 
voice, the grace of his action, his 
modeft deportment, and the ex- 
preffion of his countenance, were 
univerfally extolled. By thefe ex- 
cellencies, joined to his fine fea- 
tures and great natural dignity, he 
became the idol of all who heard 
and faw him; and the love of his 
preceptor, Gravina, encreafed with 
his years, as the genius and grati- 
tude of his pupil rendered him 
everv day more and more fatisfied 
with his own difcernment in fe. 
lecting and adopting him. 

“© With his poetical itudies Me- 
taftafio ftill continued to purfue 
thofe of the law, and in order to 
obtain a paffport through the two 
moft promifing roads to preferment 
at Rome, he cherifhed alfo a hope 
of rifing in the church; affumed 
the clerical habit, and took the m- 
nor orders of priefthood; not in- 
deed, fay the Italian writers of his 
life, from any partiality for that 
profeffion, but by the advice of his 
affeftionate matter, as the molt 
likely means of obtaining honour 
and emoluments. 


“‘ At twenty years of age he = 
the 
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the misfortune to lofe his learned 
preceptor and patron, Gravina, who 
died in 1718, aged fifty-four. It 
has been doubted whether this 
event, which his heart inclined him 
to regard as the greateft calamity, 
was not a fortunate circumftance 
for his fame. Metaftafio,. whofe 
writings evince him to have been 
all tendernefs, gratitude, and difin- 
terefted fenfibility, bewailed this 
misfortune with the deepeft afflic- 
tion; and in the Elegy called La 
Strada della Gloria, written on this 
occafion, and read at a full affem- 
bly of the members of the arcadian 
academy founded by Gravina, he 
gave a public teftimony of his for- 
row and gratitude, expreflive of 
thofe noble fentiments, which he 
cherifhed and praétifed to the end 
of his life. Nor did the beneficent 
will of his mafter diminifh his grief 
or dry his tears, though when open. 
ed it was found to have been made 
i 1717, and that he had appointed 
him his heir. 

‘¢ By this liberal aét, he verified 
his promife to the parents of Me- 
taftafio, of treating him as his own 
child. The advantage to his ta- 
lents and to the lovers of poetry, 
which is fuppofed to have been de- 
rived from this early lofs of his 
learned tutor, was the opportunity 
it afforded his genius, to free itfelf 
from the trammels of Grecian rules 
and fervile imitation. But though 
in his dramas he has more pathos, 
poetry, nature, and facility, than 
we are now able to find in the 
ancient Greek tragedians, yet his 
early ftudy of them certai inly ele- 
vated his ideas and ityle, and taught 
him how to fhun the vulgarity and 
abfurdities with which the varly 
popular dramatifts of moft countries 
abound. He may be faid to write 
with claflic elegance, though he had 
liberated himfelt from claflic chains.” 


“ Our poet is now become a free 
agent, mafter of himfelf, and a def- 
potic prince over no inconfidera- 
ble fortune. His converfation and 
verfes had too much excellence to 
want admirers. And his table was 
too well ferved to be in want of 
guefts. He now wholly quitted the 
dry ftudy of the law, and devoted 
himfelf and his fortune to the mufes 
and his friends. There was no 
poetical affembly in which he did 
not read fome new production : as 
our Garrick in the early part of his 
life was found wherever lovers of 
theatrical amufements were affem- 
bled. Stimulated by the applaufe 
which every piece univerfally re- 
ceived, Metaftafio thought of no- 
thing but how to have it renewed 
by another compofition. ‘The love 
of praife is an infirmity to which 
the beft minds are perhaps the moft 
fubje&. During this intoxication, 
not a thought feems to have been 
beftowed on his prefent finances or 
future fortune. If he reflected at 
all during thefe times of diifipation, 
it was on the number of his friends 
and admirers, and the certainty of 

atronage whenever he fhould want 
it. What his predeceflor Petrarca 
has faid of the temple of love, was 
ftill more applicable to that of for- 
tune, by Metaftatio, 
Frrovt, fog ni, ec { immagint /morte 
Fran Lint orme all’ arco tri: gg 
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Errors and dreams, and thoughts half 
form’d abound, 

And crowd the bafelefs fabric alt around; 

While at the threfhold talfe opinicns 
land, 

And on the fieps, vain hope, with magic 
wand, 


Thofe whom the poet's young 
ee igination had dienihed with the 
title of friends, were only indulging 
their love of poetry and good c'wer, 
Among all the 

letfons 


lis expence. 


























a ore 








[12] 


leffons of literature and fcience, 
which his learrred and liberal patron 
had taught him, he feems to have 
forgotten thofe of worldly wifdom. 
And in pointing out to his genius 
and diligence the means of meriting 
the property he left him, he wholly 
neglected to tell him how to pre- 
ferve it, and that the flattery of the 
poor and the rich is alike felfith: 
the one for profit, and the other for 
pleafure. And indeed it ts faid, 
that during this time, among his 
moft ardent admirers at Rome, be- 
fides thofe who profited from bis 
bounty, there were many perfons 
of the highett rank and authority, 
who feemed proud of being thought 
his patrons and prote¢ ors. But 
the zeal of thefe cooled in propor- 
tion as he became likely to want 
their proteétion; and what Pliny 
has faid of the cinnamon tree, 
feems applicable to the great iin 

eneral, corsicis, in quo Jumma gratia’, 
6 but the bark, the 
outtide, is of any value. 
of thefe inftruétions, his patron’s 
legacy was foon dithipated ; not in 
the fupport of vice, but moftly in 
muniticence and good cheer, Ma- 
ny of his fuyitive pieces were pro 
duced during this period, parti us 
larly his fonnet on the celebrated 
Gafparini, in 1719, (the year alter 
his patren’s death,) when that ele- 
gant and pleafing compoter was in 
the heivht ol his favour at Rome. 
Many of his cantatas, canzunets, 
and fonnets, were produced even 
at a more early period, 

* Piading hint ‘Ifintwo years time 
wholly reduced to his two {mall 
Roman places, his little Neapoli- 
tan pofleflions, and his library, he 
weit to Naples with the firm reto- 
lution of ferioutly 
ftudy of the law. 
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that city 1720, he placed himfelf 


wider tue guidance of an advocate 
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of the name of Paglietti, earneftly 
entreating his affiflance in the ftudy 
of jurifprudence, and promifing on 
his own part, to fecond the inftruc - 
tions which he fhould receive with 
all poflible diligence and docility, 
Paglietti was one of the moft emi- 
nent lawyers at that time in the 
city of Naples; but fo rigorous a 
difciplin: rian, and fo totally devo- 
ted to his profetlion, that he not 
only defpifed but abfolutely hated 
every {pecies of ornamental know- 
ledge or literature, Poetry was 
therefore ranked by him among 
the mott deadly fins of which an 
advocate could pofiibly be guilty. 
indeed it was to him an object of 
fuch horror, that oe trembled at the 
mere Mention of it, It is natural 
therefore to fuppote that Paglietti, 
devoid of all tatte for the arts of 
eleyance, which help to humanize 
and polit our favace nature, was 
rough, four, and forbidding in his 
addreis and manners; he was all 
law, and of that fevere and merci- 
lefs fort, which knows not how to 
pardon the tmalleit imprudence or 
deviation trom worldly wiidom. 

“ Net iitalio was not ignorant of 
his feverity and invincible hatred 
lor poetry; bat inftead of looking 
upon it as an evil, he was the more 
eager to plaice himfelt under his 
mott rivid ditcipline, in order to 
prevent a re Lape fe int » poctry, which 
had hitherto been to lim fo unpro- 
fitable a fttudy, “Che reception of 

letafiafio by this Lycurgus, a wid 
his firft leéture, were perhaps ren- 
dered more auftere and acrid by 
the fame of his poe tic all talents, 
with which notonly N ie ail 
Italy, was already filled but Me- 

taftatio heari: ny it with heroic )a- 
ticnce, renewe d his promile of Un- 
wearied applicat: on, and kept it fo 
well during his frit refidence under 


thie adv ocate’ > rool, that he bes an 
to 
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to entertain great hopes of his be- 
coming an excellent lawver, and 
treated Phim with as much fweetnefs 
aS bis bitrer natore would allow. 
He knew that the ftudies of his 
young difciple were frequently im- 
ne: led bv the vifits of serfons ot 
learning: and diftiné tion, to whom 
Lis poetical abilities were w ell 
known, and who remembered him 
when he was brought to Naples, as 
an im,rovifatore, by Gravina. But 
now ett expectations were tran{- 
ferred to his legal abilities, upon 
which, from his le arning and ap- 
plication, thev had formed the 
hiphett hopes. It is certain that 
Mataftafio at this time, exercifing 
the greateft tyranny over his natu- 
ral inclination, fefrained eniire ly, 
not only from writing verfes, but 
from fpeaking them exteinpore, in} 
fpite of all folicitation. “The tirtt 
hreach of contract with the rugged 
advocate, and firlt feduétion of the 
inufe during his refidence at Na- 
ples, was in the be ginning of 17 7 21, 
at the inftigation of the countels of 
Althan, who prevailed on hin to 
write an epithalamium for the nup- 
tials of her relation the marqui 
Pignatelli with a lady of the Pinelli 
family ; it confifts of near one hun- 
dred octave ftanzas, is full of 
ANCE, and ta the highet clafs of 
Ho etry. ‘The drama of hnpy- 
mron, the firft rat he 
ex pre {sly for mutic, is faid to have 
been written on the fame occafion,” 
* Metaftafio’s next infringement 
of the laws laid down by the advo- 
cate Paglietti againtt the wicked 
practice of poetry, was occafioned 
van application from the viceroy 
of Naples himfelf, that he would 
write.a drama for mufic, to be per- 
formed on the birth-day of the em- 
prefs Elizabeth, confort of the em- 
peror Charles VI. who was then 
in poflefion of that kingdom. It 
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is faid that he was witlr difficulty 
prevailed upon to enter on his tafk, 
and only complied upon a promife 
that it fhould be kept a profound 
fecret. Our bard, in perpetual fear 
of the inexorable lawyer, was ob- 
liged to fac rifice lis hours af fleep 
to this contraband cammerce with 
the mufes. The piece was entitled 
‘The Gardens of the Hefperides,’ 
and is one of the nrolt beautiful of 
his early productions. ‘The vice- 
roy, on receiving it, prefented him 
with two hundred ducats, and is 
{aid by the anonymous author of 
his life to have received his promife 
of fecrecy, which he kept fo religi- 
oully, that neither the compofer, 
the fingers, nor the printer himfelf, 
had the. lealt lufpi cion who was the 
author. “Phat the young bard may 
h: ive w iflie d to lie conce raled during 
the rchearfal and firtt performance 
of his dramatic attempt, is probable ; 
but that he continued longer to 
make a my iter ry ol the paren ta ige of 
this poetical child, when it had re- 
ceived fur n unequivocal marks of 

iblic favour, 1s fully confuted by 
the firit edition of this drama, 
which now [es before me, and to 
the dedication of which his n’ume ts 
fubfcriped at full Jenzth. It has 
been truly faid, that when a falfe- 
eained admilhon into a 
,it is more likely to be copied 
than confuted. And this ftory of 
Metaftaiio withing to lie concealed 
during the pectormance and fuccefs 
ol nit — drama at Naples, after 
being hazarded by one biographer, 
has Riss taken upon truft by all 
fubfequent writers of his life; and 
[ fhould have been of the number 
had I not luckily met with the ori- 
ginal printed copy.” 

The next drama that was 
written at the expence of his legal 
fiudies, or his moments of refi and 
recreation, was Angelica. This 
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was pfinted at Naples, 1722, and 
fet by Porpora, for the Emprefs’s 
birth-day.” 

“* The poems which he produced 
at Naples, were the admiration of 
all perfons pofleffed of a love and 
tafte for poetry, particularly * The 
‘Gardens of the Hefperides ;’ but 
none felt its beauties fo forcibly as 
the Bulgarella detta Romanina, the 
greateft female finger and actrefs of 
her time; who having performed 
the part of Venus in that occafion- 
al drama, was fo enchanted with 
the uncommon beauty of the poe- 
try, that fhe could not reit till fhe 
had been introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of the author. Indeed, 
tradition favs, that this drama had 
an effeét upon the audience in ge- 
neral, which Naples had never be- 
fore experienced. The recitative 
was hardly begun, when the {pec- 
tators formed a more curious fpec- 
tacle than the actors themfelves : 
fo great was the change in their 
behaviour and mode of liftening 
that was inftantly produced. Vio- 
Jent noife and unbridled clamour, 
ufed to reign in every part of that 
theatre, and could never be fub- 
dued but with great difliculty, even 
when fome capital finger had a 
favourite air to perform; and it 
was no fooner over, than the din 
was renewed with fuch vehemence, 
that ever the orcheitra could not 
be heard. But now, every one de- 
lighted by the new and decorous 
arrangement of the fcenes, the ori- 
cinal beauty and fwectnefs of the 
verfe, the force of the fentiments, 
the texture of the parts, and ail the 
wonders of Metaftafio’s dramatic 
poetry, was forced, almoft infen- 
{.bly, into profound filence and at- 
tention, ‘Tne companions of Di- 
co, while Eneas was relating the 
trazical events which happened at 
the liege of ‘Troy, could not have 


liftened with more eagernefs than 
the Neapolitan audience did at this 
reprefentation. Univerfal curiofity 
was excited, and enquiries made 
after the author, who, though a 
cen and fond of praife, is faid to 
ave wifhed to lie concealed. Burt 
the Bulgarini, who was not only 
pleafed 1g common with the lovers 
of pociry, but impreffed with the 
moft lively gratitude to the author 
of the Heiperides, tor the flatterin 

reception and unbounded neha 
which this piece had procured her, 
both as an aétrefs and finger, was 
impatient to be perfonally acquaint. 
ed with him. And having difco- 
vered that fhe knew one ot his in. 
timate friends, fhe prevailed upon 
him to try to bring the poet to her 
houfe. He at firft retifted the foli- 
citation; but, at length, ceafing to 
be inexorable, he was induced to 
make her a vifit. The Romanina 
(as fle was generally called from 
being a native of that city), had no 
fooner feen him, than fhe felt an 
uncommon regard for him. His 
poetical abilities, elegance of man- 
ners, and fine countenance, toge- 
ther with the circumftance of his 
being her countryman, or rather 
townfinan, ail joined to increafe 
her regard; while Metaftafio, on 
his part, felt equally unable, with 
all the ftoicifm he could mufter, to 
refift the defire of improving the 
acquaintance; and frequently re- 
turned to enjoy the pleafure of her 
converfation. 

«¢ He had foon reafon to believe, 
from the countenance and beha- 
vieur of Paglietti, that neither his 
theatrical production, nor the new 
{tage acquaintance which he had 
made, was unknown tohim. The 
praifes he received from the Ro- 
manina, and all thofe to whom the 
fecrct had been divulged, and their 
prefling inftances that he = 
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continue to write, awakened his 
paflion for poetry, which he had 
flattered himfelf was wholly fub- 
dued. He sow began to feel, that 
by the narrow and contracted ftudy 
of the law, his genius could never 
expand in his own original ideas, 
but would be conitantly tied down 
to thofe of others. His refleétions 
upon the fordiduefs of facrificiag 
his whole life to a diftafteful bu&- 
nefs, for the mere hope of acquiring 
wealth (as he afterwards confetled 
to his confidential friends), joined 
to the harfh treatrnent of the old 
advocate, which became more in- 
tolerable iv proportion as the affidu- 
ity of Metaftafio diminifhed, en- 
tirely determined him to quit beth 
him and his profeflion. 

“© His female friend perceived 
the conflict and internal war; and 
in order to flimulate his courage 
and refolution, fhe and her huiband 
invited him in the moft pretling 
manner to refide under the fame 
roof, and affured him that they 
would contribute every thing in 
their power, to render his life as 
eafy and comfortable as poffible. 
He remained feveral months in a 
ftate of uncertainty; but at length 
determined to accept their offer, to 
return to poetry, and to enjoy the 
pleafures of fociety in full liberty. 
Yet he did not feem infenfible of 
the apparent indecorum and want 
of fortitude which he manifefted in 
quitting, with fuch feeming levity, 
the purfuit of ftudies which had 
been recommended to him by his 
deceafed patron ; nor was he quite 
at his eafe on the fide of delicacy, 
as to appearances; the obligations 
to the Bulgarini, under which he 

was loading himfelf, frequently op- 
preffed his ‘mind. ‘And yet fo li- 
mited is our power of penetrating 
into future events, that the mea- 
tures which he now purfued, far 


from impeding either his fame or 
fortune, were the foundations of all 
his fubfequent celebrity.” 

* Sig. Saverio Mattei relates a 
curious anecdote which he had 
from the princefs Belmonte, con- 
cerning the power of our young 
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author’s extemporaneous poetry, 
during his refidence at Naples, after 
the deceafe of Gravina. The poet 
having a lawiuit on bis hands, for 
part of the poifeflions bequeathea 
to him in that kingdom by the ci- 
vilian, applied to this princefs for 
her intereft with the judge (an ini- 
quitous practice in almoft every 
country but sngl: and), and fhe told 
him, if he would firft make her 
miftrefs of the fubject, by p! ‘eading 
his own caufe himfelf, all improvijla, 
and convince her that juftice was 
on his ide, fhe would ufe her ut- 
mott iniiuence in his favour. He 
at firft excufed bimfelf, on account 
of want of practice, in a faculty 
which he had difcontinued for 
many years. Dut the princefs per- 
fiftine in her with, as the only con- 
dition on which fhe fhould intereft 
herfelf in the bufinefs, he at length 
begun; and plgaded his caule ina 
fong, with fuch lively and infinu- 
ating expreflions, that he foon drew 
tears from his patronefs. And 
while he was in the aét of incan- 
tation, other company came in, 
who were equally aflected by his 
enchantments. The next day, 
princefs Belmonte applied to ‘the 
judge, begged, praved, and related, 
not only the merits of the caufe, 
but the extraordinary talents of 
her client; intreating him to be 
prefent at a Timilur exhibition. A 
day being fixed, and Metaltafio de- 
fired to repeat his pleadings to a 
new audience in the princefs’s pa- 
lace, he confented; and without 


repeating a fingle verfe of what he 
had funy before, fuch were the fire, 
elegance, 
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elegance, and touching enthufiafm 
of his numbers, as left not a dry 
eve in the room. The caufe was 
foon after juridically determined in 
his favour. 

“ We will fuppofe from the in- 
nate probity and honour of Metaf- 
tafio, that he had juftice as well as 
poetry on his fide; but when elo- 
quence, or a firen voice, is emy 
ployed to confound right and 
wropy, facts, which thould alone 
determine legal right, are fo con- 
cealed, difyuifed, and perverted, 
that juftice, which fhould be not 
only blind but deat to all but facts, 
is totally banifhed the court. 

“ The Bulgarint was engaged to 
fing in the theatre of Naples, du- 
ring the carnival of 1724; and be- 
ing very ambitious of appearing to 
as much advantage in the next 
opera as fhe had done in that for 
the birth-day of the emprefs, fhe 
preffed the poet to write a drama, 
in which, as firft woman, fuch a 
character might fall to her fhare, as 
would give ler an opportunity of 
difplaying all her powers, both as 
an actrefs and finger. It is eafy 
to imagine with what zeal the abate 
went to work, in order to pratify 
her with. After many heroines 
had patled in review, Dido was at 
length chofen, and the drama en- 
titled Divone Abbandonata produ- 
ced; inwhich he chofe the period 
of the hero, Atneas, quitting the 
Carthaginian queen; as it furnifhed 
fcenes of the greateft force and 
paflion, as well as more expreffion 
for his pen, and more abundant 
opportunities for the difplay of the 
Romanina’s abilities, than anyother. 
This was the firft perfe& mufical 
drama, perhaps, that ever graced 
the Italian ftace. The applaufe it 
obtained, was equal to that of the 
Orn E/peridi ; and though the ttory 
was fo well known, that no effects 


could be produced by furprife, yet 
the pleafure of the audience was 
exceilive. The different editions 
circulated in a fhort time, were in. 
numerable ; and the Italians, proud 
of the refurrection of their drama, 
began to challenge all the reft of 
Europe, where their theatrical pro- 
ductions were thought fuperior, to 
fhew any one, originally written 
for mufic, equally perfeé.” 

* Didone, which had produced 
our poet, at Naples, another fum 
of two hundred ducats, was thought 
a much lets confiderable advantage 
to him, than the conftant increafe 
of the regard and affection of the 
Komanina; who isfaid to have ex- 
ulted extremely, as well as her huf- 
band, in the fagacity with which 
they had made choice of fo dear 
and valuable a gueft.” 

“In 1727, the Romanina having 
fulfilled all her theatrical engage- 
ments at Naples and elfewhere, 
prepared to return to Rome, yet 
declared at the fame time, that fhe 
would never fee her native city 
again, unlefs in the company of 
her dear friend. He remained for 
a while irrefolute; but, at length, 
the warm affeétion he retained for 
the place of his nativity, in fpite of 
the neglect and difappointment 
which had driven him thence, 
heightened perhaps by his regard 
for the Bulgarini, and fortified by 
the defire of feeing his father, and 
the reit of his family, determined 
him to quit Naples, in company 
with his benefaétrice ; but not be- 
fore he had obtained a promife 
from her, that, in return for the 
hofpitality which he had received 
under her roof at Naples, fhe and 
her family fhould become his 
guefts, at Rome. To this propo- 
fition all parties having acceded, he 
wrote to hts agents, to provide a 


houfe fufficient for the two a a 
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lies of Trapaffi and Bulgarini. And 
from the time of his arrival in that 
city, till his departure for Germany, 
they all lived under the fame roof, 
and conftituted one family, The 
Romanina, as more rich, and accuf- 
tomed to the management of a fa- 
mily, was invefted with the fuper- 
intendance of all houfehold con- 
cerns; the reft had nothing to do, 
but to attend their own purfuits; 
while Metaftafio received vifits, 
wrote verfes, improved his circum- 
ftances, and encreafed his celebrity. 

“ The firft drama which he pro- 
duced, exprefsly for Rome, was 
Catone in Utica, which was fet by 
Vinci, and performed: in that city, 
1728, and in 1729, at Venice, to 
the mufic of Leo. He chofe the 
fubjecét purpofely to pleafe the Ro- 
mans, fuppofing that he fhould 
gain both applaufe and gratitude, 
by difplaying the virtue of one of 
their own heroes. But as it feldom 
happens that a prophet or a poet 
(which in ancient times were united 
in the fame perfon) receives due 
honour in his own country, parti- 
cularly at Rome, which is prover- 
bially called the refidence of ttran- 
gers; in {pite of the excellence of 
this drama, which abounds with 
fublime, as well as tender fenti- 
ments and delineations, of the 
paffions of glory, ambition, anger, 
and love; and in which the con- 
duct was natural, and cataftrophe 
happy, it was inftantly attacked by 
the fatirical genius of the Romans, 
and the performance fufpended. 
The frivolous fcenes, and feeble 
poetry to which they had been long 
accuttomed, had corrupted the tafte 
of the Roman public in general ; 
and except a few learned men, 
lefs invidious than the reft, who, 
if they knew of no medern Cato, 
had read, at leaft, about the ancient, 
this piece was at firft very coldly 
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received; though afterwards, when 
their minds and taftes were en- 
lightened and refined by other ori- 
ginal and beautiful works of our 
author, this drama was treated with 
more juftice. 

‘© The next opeta which our 
author produced, was Ezio, fet by 
Porpora, in 1728, and Semiramide 
Riconofciuta, fet by the fame come. 
pofer, 1729; but though both thefe 
dramas were received in the moft 
favorable manner, and the praifes 
beftowed upon the poet were un- 
bounded, his fortune was not 
tow improved by their fuccefs. 
’oetry has more frequently enriched 
the bookfeller, than the author, in 
every country; but at Rome, it is 
a drug of lefs value, even to the 
bookfeller, than elfewhere ; and 
Metattafio’s mufe, however chafte, 


was but little better treated for not 
being meretricious. 


If Metaftafio 
had been a mere pfalmodift, or 
hymnologift, his monkifh rhymes 
might have obtained him fome ec- 
cletiaftical preferment; but the 
poetry which he produced on pa- 
gan and fecular fubjects, seectaed 
him from every avenue to the 
church. He was, however, far 
from neceflitous, and with the af- 
fiftance of the Romanina, whofe 
purfe was always at his fervice, his 
fortune and fituation were tolerably 
eafy. But the being fometimes ob- 
lived to avail himfelf of the libera- 
lity of his generous friend, was a 
circumftance which humbled and 
mortified him ‘beyond any other. 
He could not bear to reflect on 
being a burthen to her for whom 
chiefly he wifhed to be rich, not 
only to exempt her from the ex- 
pences which fhe incurred on his 
account, but to manifeft his grati- 
tude for the benefits fhe had already 
conferred on him. 
“ Ets amiable friend tried every 
i iIncans 
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means in her power, to fet his mind 
at eafe, concerning his obligations 
to her: afluring him that he had 
contributed much more to her pro- 
feflional fame than it had been in 
her power to do to his fortune ; 
that fhe Was in fuch circumftances 
as rendered the {mall friendly of- 
fices which fhe had been able tovper- 
form, more a pleafure than an in- 
convenience; and preffed him, in 
the moft urgent manner, to tran- 
quilize his mind -on that account, 
and to believe (which the affured 
him was the truth) that he was 
’ doing her the greateft favour when 
he afforded her an opportuni of 
dividing with him her poffeflions. 

“ The afflicted poet drew fome 
coriifort from thefe declarations, 
but it was of fhort duration. He 
was perpetually convinced of the 
ingratitude of his pretended Roman 
friends, and the duplicity of his 

otectors; and having nouriflied 
in his foul an ardent paffion for 
general efteem, refpect, aud admi- 
sation, his narrow circumftances 
threw him into fo profound a fit of 
melancholy, that he became inca- 
pable of receiving confolation. 

“© Such was his ftate of defpon- 
dency, when, to his great aftonith- 
ment, he received the fcllowin 
letter from priace Pio of Savoy, 
infpector of the imperial theatre at 
Vienna. 


LETTER I, 

© Your dramas and other poetical 
* compoiitions, which have acqui- 
‘red you fuch univerfal applaufe, 
* have been fo far approved by his 
* imperial majefty, that he is defi- 
‘ rous to engage you in his fervice, 
‘on fuch cenditions as fhall feem 
* mott worthy of vour acceptance. 
‘It will be therefore neceflary for 
‘you to mention, in your aniwer, 
* some {pecific annual appointment, 


* which will be fixed and invariable, 
‘Sig. Apoftelo Zeno defires no 
‘ other colleague than yourfelf, not 
‘ knowing at prefent any one fo fit 
‘to ferve fuch an enlightened mo- 
‘narch. Upon your anfwer and 
‘ requifition, will depend the re. 
* mitting a fum of money neceffary 
‘to defray the expences of your 
‘journey. I am happy in this op. 
‘portunity of manifefting, with 
‘how much efteem and zeal, I am 
‘ your fincere and affeétionate fer- 
* vant, 

‘ Luigi Principe Pio di Savoja. 
‘ Vienna, Aug. 31, 1729.’ 


“ Metaftafio was infinitely more 
{urprifed and flattered, by this un- 
folicited and fplendid offer, ftom 
finding himfelf recommended to 
the emperor’s notice, by the cele- 
brated and learned Apoftolo Zeno, 
who was himfelf at this time lau- 
reate to the emperor Charles VI. 
a prince, who had long fupported 
his Lyric theatre with the greateft 
magnificence. Zeno had enjoyed 
his office in this court, from the 
year 1718, where his chief employ- 
ment confifted in furnifhing dramas 
for mufic, which had long been 
juftly thought the beft of whichthe 
Italian language could boatt. 

‘* And yet the offer of this em- 
ployment to Metaftafio, however 
dazzling, was not long productive 
et joy without deduction. The 
guitting Rome, for which he had 
always a filial fondnefs, as well as 
leaving his family, friends, and per- 
haps, more than all, the Romanina, 
impretied his mind with a forrow- 
ful allay to his happinefs. But he 
was too well read in his friend 
Horace not to know that 

Nikil ft ab omni 
Parte beatum. ; 

“ Upon confulting with his fa- 
mily, they initantly conceived fuch 

magni- 


= 

















magnificent hopes of his future ag- 
grandizement, as contributed much 
to their confolation at lofing him; 
and the Romanina was fo generous 
and difinterefted, in fpite of fecret 
affliction, as to ufe her utmoft elo- 
quence in removing his doubts, and 
diminifhing the caufes of his repug- 
nance, at quitting Rome and his 
friends. 

« After many confultations, and 
difcuffions, of the feveral arguments 
amical and inimical to the accep- 
’ tance of the unexpected propofition 
from Vienna, the following is the 
anfwer which he fent, and which 
contains fo many characteriftic 
traits of modefty, propriety, and 
delicacy, that it deferves to be pre- 
ferved, as a model of conduct under 
fimilar circumftances. 


LETTER II. 
TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY. 

¢ Tue hafte with which I am ob- 
‘ liged toanfwer the letter, that your 
‘excellence has deigned to write to 
‘me, will not allow time fufficient 
‘for my recovery from the furprife 
‘which the unexpeéted honour of 
‘his imperial majefty’s commands 
‘mutt neceflarily have produced ; 
‘an honour to which I had never 
‘dared afpire, even in my vaineft 
‘moments. The doubt of my 
‘ flender abilities, would make me 
‘accept with extreme timidity the 
‘glory of fervinz his majefty, if 
‘his own moft animating and au- 
* guit approbation, had not depriv- 
‘ed me of the liberty of felf-diffi- 
‘dence. I thall therefore only wait 
* for your excellency’s orders, which 
“will be executed as foon as re- 
‘ceived. Yourexcellence has re- 
* peatedly prefcribed to me in your 
‘letter, to mention my wifh, as to 
‘an annual appointment. This 
‘law weakens my repugnance, and 
‘will be an excpie for my pre- 
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‘fumption. It is faid, that the 
‘ ufual allowance to the poets who 
‘have been in the fervice of the 
‘court of Vienna, and that which 
‘ Sig. Apoft. Zeno receives at pre- 
‘fent, is four thoufand florins per 
‘annum: fo that, regulating my 
‘expectations by former ufage, [ 
¢ fhall confine them within the fame 
‘ timits; humbly requefting it may 
‘be remembered, that in quitting 
‘ my country, I am obliged to leave 
‘ a fufficiency, for the maintenance 
* of an aged and helplefs father, and 
‘for others of my numerous rela- 
‘tions, who have no fupport, but 
‘the fruits arifing, in Italy, from 


my feeble talents; I muft live in 


‘ the moft {plendid court of Europe, 
‘in fuch a manner as will not dif- 
‘ grace the monarch whom I fhall 
‘have the honour to ferve; and 
‘laftly, weighing the poflibility 
‘that my abilities may fall fhort of 
¢ expectation, and be inferior to the 
‘talk with which I fhall be ho- 
‘ noured, I fhall live in perpetual 
‘terrors of impending poverty, 
‘and paternal wants. 1 have thus 
‘ventured to comply with your 
‘ excellency’s injunctions ; but beg 
‘that my franknefs may be. regar- 
‘ded as an aét of obedience; and 
‘whatever my circwnitances may 
‘ be, I fhall, with the utmoft ala- 
‘ crity, execute thofe orders which 
‘it fhall pleafe my auguft patron 
‘to enjoin me. I am fully fen- 
¢ fible how much is due to the in- 
‘comparable fignor 4" Zeno ; 
¢‘ who, not content with having hi- 
‘ therto protected my writings, thus 
‘generoully honours me withapis 
‘ beneficent recommendation, for 
‘which I fhail retain the mott 
‘ lively gratitude, to the end of my 
¢ exiftence. 
‘I have the honour to be, &c. 

¢ Rome, Sept. 19, 1729." 
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“« The prince replied to this let- 
ter, October 28, of the fame year. 





LETTER III. 
PRINCE P10, OF SAVOY, TO META- 
STASIO, 

‘Ir was not poflible to anfwer 
‘ your fatisfactory letter fooner, as 
‘Twas abfent from Vienna, on a 
‘ hunting party, with the emperor ; 
‘but upon communicating your 
‘fentiments to his majyefty, } have 
* the pleafure to affure vou, that he 
“was well pleafed with the pro- 
‘ priety, prudence, and good fenfe, 
* manifetted in your letter, concern- 
‘ing your future eftablifhment. It 
‘is true fignor Apoft. Zeno had a 
*penfion of four thoufand florins 
perannum; but this high falary 
was granted to him in confe- 


e 


appointment. I affirre you that 
the Abate Pariati had but two 
thoufand florins per annum. 
However, in confequence of your 
fuperior merit, his) majelty has 
eranted you three thoutfand florins 
“annually, and one hundred uxg- 
‘ her: to defray the expences of your 
‘journey; for which an order is 
‘fent to the imperial banker at 
‘Rome. I truft,. therefore, that 
* vou will not difappoint the hopes 
*{ have conceived of feeing you 
‘foon at Vienna, and of afluring 
‘vou in perfon, bow much my 
‘heart inclines me to ferve you 
‘with zeal and affection. 

‘ LUIGI, PRINCE OF SAVOY.’ 


se @®rnrrRnrenenaae 


“ Metaftafio, his family, and 
friends, thought it right limolic itly 
to fubmit to the terms propofed in 
tikis letter, of which. the only part 
that oceationed them anv uneafi- 
meG, was the fukeilude exprefled 


quence of shis being imperial hif- 
toriographer, as wellas poet. But: 
I have no doubt that in procets of 
time, you will arrive at the fame 


by prince Pio, for his fpeedy arrivat 
in Vienna; which could not take 
place without leaving his affairs in, 
great confufion, and failing in his 
engagement to furnifh the Roman 
theatre with two new dramas for 
the enfuing carnival. He faw no 
better means of folving thofe diffi. 
culti¢s, than by {peaking the truth, 
and explaining to his illuftrious 
correfpondent the real ftate of his 
circumftances.” 

“ This had all the effe& he 
wifhed, and obtained him permif. 
fion to remain at Rome, till he had 
completed his two dramas of drta- 
Jerfe 9 Aleffandyo nell’ Indie, for the 
carnival of 1730, which were both 
fet by Leonardo Vinci, and per- 
forined at Rome before the poet's 
departure, with univerfal applaufe.” 

* Upon quitting Rome, Meta- 
ftafio configned into the hands of 
his zealous and affeétionate friend, 
the Romanina, all his effects, inte- 
refts, and concerns; together with 
the management of his family affairs, 
She moft willingly fubmitting to 
thefe feveral tafks, as well as to the 
care of the produce of the little 
places, and fums of money, which 
he lett behind him. 

* At length, he departed with 4 
heavy heart, anda moft fovereign 
contempt for the friendfhip and 
Hlattering promifes of the great, by 
whofe delufions he had fo long en- 
tertained hopes of preferment in his 
native city; whence, at laft, he was 
driven into a kind of fplendid ba- 
nifhment, for the reft of his life. 
Thefe early difappointments, from 
being extremely credulous, rendered 
him incurably {ceptical, as to all 
future prefages of good fortune ; 
and the effects of hoping too muclr 
in early life, and too little after. 
produced, perhaps, the princip:: 
defeéts in his charaéter, Metaftatio 


arrived at Vienna, in July 1730.” 
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Sxetcu of the Lire and Cuaracter of Antuony Rapuaet MEnGs. 


From the Firft Volume of the Works of that Painter, tranflated from 
the Italian publithed by the Chevalier Don Josern NicHoLas 
p’Azara, Spanith Minifter at Rome. ] 


HE forefathers of Mengs 
were of Lufatia. His grand- 
father waseftablifhed at Hamburgh, 
and from thence went to Copen- 
hagen, where the father of Mengs 
was born. This being his twen- 
tieth child, according. to the ac- 
count of his brothers, he knew not 
what name to give him, and on 
opening the Bible, the firft name 
which prefented itfelf was If{mael, 
which he made choice of. He had 
for godfather a painter of no fupe- 
rior abilities, but this was a lufth- 
cient motive for applying the boy’s 
talents to painting. From this in- 
ferior fchool Ifmael was foon re- 
inoved to that of Mr. Cofre, 
Frenchman, and the beft painter at 
that court, and procuring fome pro- 
ductions of Vandyke from a friend, 
he acquired by copving him the 
art of colouring ; for which per- 
fe&tion he was remarkable curing 
his life. His mafter had a niece, of 
whom Ifimael become enamoured; 
but this affected lady, not being able 
to fuffer the fell of oil, the g good if- 
inael, in obedience to her will, de- 
dicated himfelf alone to miniature 
painting; and with fuch appli- 
cation and fuccefs, that in a fhort 
time he arrived to great perfection 
in the art, and then was united to 
this beautiful, though capricious 
lady. On account of a contagious 
diftemper, he foon after abandoned 
that country, and travelled to vari- 
ous courts of Germany, where he 
acquired the difficult art of paint- 
ing in enamel, for which he was 
ever after ve ry "famous. 
** From this alliance our Mengs 
was born, in the city of Aufig, in 


Bohemia, the 12th of March 1728, 
and to whom were given the names 
of Anthony and Raphael, in me- 
mory of the two great painters, Ra- 
phael d’ Urbino, and Anthony Alle- 
gri da Correggio, of whom his fa- 
ther was a pailionate admirer. ‘Thus 
deftined tor a painter, even from his 
cradle, nothing was ever given to 
him for his amufement, but imple- 
ments of this nature, fuch as pen- 
cils, paper, &c. and before he had 
attained his fixth year, he was 
placed to the ftudy of drawing, 
The firft rudiments which his fa- 
ther taught him, were the moft fim- 
ple ftraigit lines, as the vertical, the 
horizontal, and the oblique, which 
he practifed till he was quite per- 
fect; and trom this he proceeded, 
with the fame care, to the mott 
fimple geometrical figures, but al- 
ways without rule and compafs, in 
order to accuftom his eve to exaét- 
nefs. After that, he proceeded to 
delineate the contours of the dif- 
ferent parts of the human body, 
and was obliged to reduce them, as 
wellas he was able, to geometrical 
rule; from thence he arrived to join 
and arrange thofe parts, and at laft 
to give them their neceflary grace 
and perfection. Then he proceed- 
ed to take fketches; and, accord- 
ing to the manuf{cripts le ft by If- 
mael, mentioning this particular, it 
was very difficult to conftrain the 
vivacity of his fon, who was not 
willing to fubject himfelf to a cer- 
tain neatnefs and cleanlinefs, for 
which reafon he obliged him ta 
draw with Indian ink, which took 
from him every poflibility of con- 
tinuing the fame error. 
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“ In this ftudy he continued for 
two years, after which he began to 
int in oil. ‘His father then fee- 
‘ang the great talent which he dif- 
layed, fought every means {trong- 
f to im rele in him the firft prin- 
ciples of the art, and made him re- 
turn again with the greateft atten- 
tion and prolixity to the ftudy of 
drawing. 

“* At the fame time he taught 
him chemiftry, in which he was the 
mott intelligent in Europe ; and te 

int in enamel and miniature. 

his, however, did not interrupt 
his ftudy of drawing, fince nota 
day pafied in which he did not de- 
lineate two entire figures of Ra- 
ge l, or of Caracci; and not to 
ofe a moment of time, he ftudied 
likewife perfpective, and the moft 
neceflary parts of anatomy. Al- 
though at Drefden, where he was 
at that time, yet he did not think it 
neceflary to ftudy this {cience upon 
dead bodies, but contented himfelf 
to learn it from books, and from 
the dry bones of fkeletons. 

* After this ftudy he began to 
draw antique figures by parts, the 
fame fize of the originals, which 
his father had brought from Rome; 
and by night copied by artificial 
light, models in miniature of the 
fame ftatues. By this method he 
pe in praétice that which he had 

earnt from perfpective and ana- 
tomy, fuch as the degradation and 
diminution of the members, and 
the variation of form of the mufcles 
when inaétion. He ftiilimproved 
himfelf in ftudying the offedt of 
light, of itsdegradation, upon fhade, 
and of refleétion, the which things 
he diftinguiffied better by artificial 
light, than by that of the fun, and 
thus repeating the fame operation 
in different piaces, he comprehend- 
ed betier the force of the light and 
fhade. In this manner he employ- 
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ed his time to the age of twelve 

rears. 
© His father then feeing that he 
ftudied with refleétion, and_that it 
was time to form in him a juft tafte, 
which was not to be obtained out 
of Italy, he refolved to condu& him 
to Rome, which he did in the year 
1741. The young Mengs remain. 
ed aftonifhed at fight of fuch beau- 
ful objects which that capital af- 
forded of the arts, and withed te 
embrace the whole, but was reftrain- 
ed by his father, who made him 
ftudy the moft perfec although the 
moft difficult, {uch as the Laocoon, 
the Torfo of Belvidere, and the 
*works of Michael Angelo in the 
chapel Siftina. After having made 
him ftudy thefe in the different 
modes, he removed him to the 
chambers of Raphael to practice 
the moft ineablitaeeda and dreff- 
ed figures, in order to learn the 
tafte of drapery, for which Raphael 
is fo excellent. Ifmael was at that 
time painier to Auguftus III. king 
of Poland; and being very defirous 
to fend him fome eflay of the abi- 
lities of his fon, he made him copy 
in miniature, two pieces of Ra- 
phael, which were in the Novitiate, 
and in the Profeffion Houfe, then 
belonging to the Jefuits; and with- 
ing, at the fame time, to fend to 
his majefty a painting in enamel, 
fufficiently large of the fame kind, 
he ordered his fon to begin a draw- 
ing of his own invention, which 
the father executed to a certain 
point, and then left it to his fon to 
give it the finifhing hand. Never did 
a work of that kind receive more 
admiration, as Ifmael was the beft 
painter in enamel ever known, even 
to this day, and his works have 
been ever confidered as invaluable 
for his beautiful colouring, and 
practice in the art. His only misfor- 
tune was, not having had in his youth 
a better 
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a better fchool for painting, which 
he was fenfible of, and for that rea- 
fon he urged his fon fo much to 
the ftudy of the firft ah pen a 
Till now we behold Ifmael di 

ing the ftudies of his fon, and giv~ 
ing him that education which has 
contributed fo much to his progrefs 
in the arts, and conduét through 
life; we fhall then proceed to treat 
likewife of his character. A man 
more fevere and rigid to his children 
never was known. He exaéted from 
them the moft indefatigable labour, 
without ever allowing the leaft mo- 
ment of recreation. They were at 
this time grown up, and had never 
had any intercourfe with the world, 
er fcarcely fpoken with familiarity 
to any perfons except their family ; 
fo much fo, that many = with 
whom I{mael wasin the habits of in- 
timacy, were Saget ree of his 
having a family. His paflion for 
mufic only could foften’ him fo as 
to admit to his houfe a certain gen- 
tleman of the name of Annibale, 
well known and juftly efteemed at 
the court, and who by a fingular 
contrivance (as we fhall fee) made 
known to the king of Poland the 
merits of the young cay When 
he went from home, he always left 
his children fhut up in the houfe, 
and on his return ftriétly examined 
if they had performed the tafk im- 
pofed on them to execute during his 
abfence.’ His chaftifement was 
more like a fevere mafter than a 
father. He was a perfect tyrant in 
hig houfe. In Rome he continued 
the fame condy&. Having con- 
duéted qur young Anthony to the 
Vatican, he woul there order him 


what he was to accomplifh in that 
day; and with a flatk of water, and 
a little bread, would leave himem- 
broiled with the fatiguing tafk he 
had to ftudy. After which Ifmael 
would return to reconduct him to 
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the houfe, where he made him ren- 
der account of what he had done, 
and one might well fuppofe the 
examination was fufficiently ri- 
gid. This fort of ftudy rendered 
im forefiective, that he could form 
a hiftory of all the thoughts of Ra- 
el. To hear him defcribe the 
ties of the different paintings 

in the aforefaid chamber, one w 
fuppofe it was Raphael himfelf who 
was giving the defeription. From 
yle in which one-part was 


which the author had founded his 
original idea; and from thence he 
aifeovered his firft defign. Then 
following that which was executed 
in another ftyle, he pointed out the 
motives the painter neceflarily muft 
have had in making thofe changes. 

“© He marked the changes and cor- 
rections from which he drew thofe 
refieétions, and finifhing to review 
the picture, one had the perfect hif- 
tory of what ideas occupied the 
mind of Raphael in the execution’ 
of that work. Mengs explained 
the whole with reafons and obfer- 
vations, fo clear and evident, that 
the underftanding was compelled to 
render him the credit of geometri- 
cal demontftration. 

“ This education, fo favourable 
for the arts, was fo difadvantageous 
to the perfon of our young ftudent, 
that it implanted in him fuch an 
habitual careleffnefs for his appear- 
ance, that thofe who knew him not 
would have taken him for a clown. 
A perfecé ignorance of the world 
rendered him almoft deftitute of 
common civility in his behaviour; 
2 certain confined manner, which 
appeared a kind of diffidence, and 
laftly, a negligence of his owninte- 
refts, were the caufe of his own in- 
felicity, and that of his family, 
whilft he lived. 

«“ After three years thus fpent in 
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ftudy at Rome, he returned to Dref- 
den, where he applied himfelf to 
painting in crayons, and there 
inted his own portrait in two dif- 
erent ftyles of painting, and that 
of the aforefaid fignor Annibale, 
by whofe means he was made known 
to that fovereign. His majefty be- 
ing in doubt that a boy of his age 
could have arrived to fuch perfec- 
tion in the arts, ordered that in 
prefence of an Italian paintrefs, a 
difciple of the celebrated Rofalba 
Cariera, he fhould take the likenefs 
of her hufband, which being done, 
the king remained furprifed at fuch 
ability, and immediately withed 
hin to paint his portrait, in which 
Mengs exprefled the moft perfect 
refemblance of that noblenefs which 
was the chara¢teriftic of this prince, 
and for which he merited the great- 
eft efteem. 

“In the year 1746, the king re- 
tired to Poland, on account of the 
war, and after the peace, returning 
again to Drefden, he defired to have 
the portraits of all the family of 
Mengs, and wifhed for Anthony 
to take that of his father; and that 
his eldeit fifter, who likewife paint- 
ed very eminently, fhould take his, 
All were therefore placed in the ca- 
binet of Crayons. Anthony was 
then choien cabinet painter, with 
a penfion of fix hundred talleri, 
and a place of habitation, without 
any other reftraint or obligation, 
than to give the king the preference 
of thofe works he might make choice 
of, for which he would pay fuch price 
as Anthony himfelf thould fix upon 
them. Anthony did not accept 
this good fortune without the per- 
million to return again to Rome, 
a pretenfion which afforded fome 
fcandal to the count de Bruhl, the 
mott powerful minifter that king 
ever had. He, however, in place 


of being offended, approved the 
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idea of the painter, and granted him 
licence with the greatett good w 

“ He returned therefore to Rome 
with his father, and his two fifters, 
and took a houfe near the Vatican, 
in order to have the greateft aCe 
commodation for purfuing his an- 
cient ftudies. He drew from paint. 
ings and ftatues; frequented the 
academies and lectures on anatom 
in the hofpital of the holy ghoft. 
He drew at the fame time fome 
miniatures at the requeft of his fa- 
ther. 

“ In this exercife he continued 
four years, after which time he de- 
dicated himfelf to compofition. 
From one piece of the Holy Fami- 
ly, he met with very great applaufe, 
The firft perfonages of the city 
came to admire it, which rendered 
our Anthony very famous in Rome, 
and fo much efteemed, that he was 
requelted by the firft people to fettle 
there, offering to obtain permiflion 
of his fovereign, by affigning him 
a certain number of his works, 
This offer was gratefully received 
by Mengs, being thus able to pur. 
fue his ftudies in prefence of fuch 
marvellous productions of the arts 
as are to be found at Rome; but 
his father prized greater the advan- 
tage of eftablifhing him in Saxony, 
which he accordingly did. How- 
ever, before parting, Anthony mar- 
ried a young lady fufticiently beau. 
tiful and refpectable, called Mar- 
garita Guazzi, which he happened 
to meet when feeking a model for 
the head of the Madonna, referred 
to in the aforefaid picture. 

“ The family, thus augmented, 
left Rome at the end of the year 
1749, and arrived at Drefden at 
Chriftmas. The fevere cold of that 
climate in winter, and various do- 
metiic difturbances, occafioned 3 
great melancholy in our Mengs, 
His father, in continuation of his 
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cruel difpofition, feized on the whole 

roperty which was in the houfe of 

isfon, even to the laft penny ; af- 
ter which he turned him out in the 
ftreet, without either goods or mo- 
ney. Some friends, and particu- 
larly his good friend Annibale (who 
to the end of his days proved his 
faithful friend), aflifted him by their 
generofity ; but, above all, the king, 
and his fon the electorate prince, 
confoled him by affigning him a 
comfortable habitation and a car- 
riage. He applied likewife for the 
title of firft painter to the king, 
which was granted to him very gra- 
cioufly in place of Mr, Silvettre, 
who retired to Paris; and the king 
increafed his penfion to one thou- 
fand talleri without any obligation. 
From that time numerous were the 
privileges and honours which that 
fovereign and the royal family be- 
ftowed upon Mengs; and to prove 
his goodnefs of heart, he never af- 
ter would {peak of that court but in 
€xpreflions of the higheft fenfe of 
gratitude. The king Auguftus hav- 
ing at that time built a church of 
tolerable fize in the palace, which 
was confecrated in the year 1751, 
withed Mengs to paint a piece for 
the high altar, and for the other 
two at the fides. He executed the 
two laft at Drefden; but for that 
of the high altar, he afked permif- 
fion to go to Rome to finifh it 
there, as much from*the motive of 
re-eftablifhing his health, which 
was much impaired by this rigid 
climate, as for the perfeétion of this 
work, which he was better able to 
execute in that country fo conge- 
nial to the arts. His majefty well 
underftood the difference of the 
countries, and being inftructed ia 
the hiftory of painters, knew what 
advantages were to be found in Italy 
tor perfecting their works; there- 
fore inftantly granted him the li- 
cence he required, 
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“ In the {pring of 1752, Mengs 
returned again to Rome with his 
wife, and a daughter born at Dref- 
den; the which is at prefent wife 
to Don Manuel Carmona, a cele- 
brated engraver at Madrid. The 
climate of Rome ioon re-eftablith- 
ed his health, and the fatisfaétion 
of finding himfelf again in the cen- 
tre of the arts, furnifhed him with 
{pirits equal to the tafk of the moft 
arduous undertaking. 

The firft work which he finifh- 
ed was a copy of the great paint- 
ing of Raphael, called the School 
of Athens, for lord Northumber- 
land. He accepted this commitlion 
only to reflect on, and ftudy as 
much as poffible that invaluable 
painter. In faét, he has fince con- 
feffed that he then found how very 
imperfectly he had known Raphael 
before that time, 

“ This copy being finifhed, he 
began the painting for the altar of 
Drefden with the greateft applica- 
tion and delight. In the mean 
time arrived the unfortunate intel- 
livence, that the war between the 
emprefs and the king of Pruffia, 
occafioned the invafion of Saxony, 
and the flight of the king from his 
ftates, which proved the interrup- 
tion of the fttipend allowed to 
Mengs. By this news, reduced to 
the greateft mifery, he was obliged 
to accept of the works offered him 
by ditferent individuals, in order to 
maintain his family, which every 
year increafed, Hethereforethought 
of making himfelf better known to 
the public by means of fome work, 
which he could exhibit in public, 
and for this reafon embraced an op- 
portunity which offered of paint- 
ing a piece in frefco, which the fa- 
thers Celeftini wifhed for the ciel- 
ing of the Church of Saint Eufe- 
bius. 

‘* The father abbot del Guidice, 
defiring, what. his fect could not 
find, 
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find, which was, a painter whofe de- 
mands were conformable to the lit- 
tle money he had to beftow on him, 
prefented himfelf to Mengs, and 
made him the propofition, telling 
him plainly at the fame time the 
little he had to pay him, and that 
he ought well to confider working 
for charity, as he could omly make 
wp the expence of the carpentersand 
mafons, and give him two hundred 
feudi. In fpite of thefe inadequate 
conditions, Mengs accepted the un- 
dertaking, in order to make himfelf 
known, and to exercife a kind of 
painting which no one in Rome at 
that time practifed; Corrado Gia- 
quimo being then gone to Madrid. 
When the work was finifhed, it re- 





ecived univerfal applaufe, as it was. 


at firft held impoffible to execute a 
frefco of that kind; and although 
the compotition was not of the tafte 
of painters of the modern fchools, 
vet, notwithitanding, they were not 
able to cenfure it for any effential 
defects; and it was more efteemed 
by them than the author himfelf 
could have expected. 

“ When he departed from Dref- 
den, the king gave him orders to 
go to Naples to paint the portraits 
of all the royal family, forbidsing 
him to take any recompence. This 
were well whilft the pay of that 
court was continued ; but being af- 
frayed by the aforefaid changes, 
and without hope that they would 
foon be accommodated, he was 
forced to think after another man- 
ner; fo that the duke de Cerifano, 
minifter from that court then at 
Rome, being defirous of thofe por- 
traits, he gave him a note of the 
prices he was to have received for 
then in Saxony, protetting be- 
fides, that he had a contrary order 
from his fovereign, “The anfwer 
he received was, that the queen 
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had faid he yas exorbitant in the 
price which he demanded for thofe 
portraits, and that it was not ne- 
ceffary he fhould execute them. 
Thus we behold gone of the many 
traits which the envy of the artifls 
of the court have invented againft 
Mengs; who, from his own cha- 
racter, being honourable and fin- 
cere, was incapable of judging the 
reverfe of others, therefore guard- 
ed not againft their machinations. 
The fequel of which was, that the 
king of Naples having commitlion- 
ed him to execute a painting for the 
chapel of Caferta, and having ad- 
vanced him three hundred zec- 
chini, the half of its price, he re- 
ceived a letter from his majefty’s 
firft archite@, in the which he in- 
formed him, that he might take his 
leifure in finithing that painting, 
for thkt it would not be required 
for many years. A fhort time af- 
ter, the count de Lagnafco, minifter 
of Poland at Rome, went to Na 
ples, and affured Mengs, that t 
queen was very much furprifed at 
him, that after fhe had granted him 
all that he had demanded, he had 
not finifhed the portraits ; and that 
not having in confequence wifhed 
to receive the other paintings for 
the chapel of Caferta, fhe had em- 
ploved other painters. This was 
fufficient to teach Mengs the {fe- 
crets of the rage of Gielatlons and 
how eafy it was to abufe authority 
the moft refpectable. 

In order to oppofe the effect of 
this calumny, Mengs finifhed this 
painting with hafte, and prefented 
it to the king at the time when he 
was departing for Spain to take 
potfeffion of that kingdom on ac- 
count of the death of his brother 
Ferdinand the fixth. His majefty 
was pleafed with it in the higheft 
degree, and commiffioned si 
a 














take the it of his fon, whom 
he left king of Naples. Notwith- 
ftanding, to accomplifh which, he 
encountered many difficulties, oc- 
cafioned by thofe who prefided at 
the court, and who gave him to 
underftand, that he would do well 
to depart from that capital. 

‘* Returning to Rome, he under- 
took to paint the cieling of the gal- 
lery of the villa of the cardinal 
Alexander Albani, in which he re- 
prefented Apollo with the "soddefs 
of Memory, and the Mutfes their 
offspring.” 

“ At this time, Mengs thought 

to be able to fix himfelf in Rome; 
when Charles 111. who by accident 
had penetrated into his merit at 
Naples, invited him, by means of 
Don Manuel de Roda, then his mi- 
nifter at Rome, to come to Spain, 
and be in his fervice; offering him 
a falary of two thoufand doblostes, 
a houfe, carriage, and all the ex- 
pences attending his profeflion; 
and in cafe he would accept it, he 
offered him likewife the accommo- 
dation of a fhip of war then at 
Naples, which was about to return 
to Spain. Mengs therefore em- 
barked with his family, and happily 
arrived at Alicant, the 7th day of 
Ofober 1761. 
_ Having reached the court, the 
king received him with fuch kind- 
nefs as aftonifhed him; and the 
fame attention he ever after con- 
tinued, notwithftanding all the tram- 
mels and arts of envy which were 
practifed againft him.” 

** At the fame time that Mengs 
was occupied in adorning the pa- 
lace of his fovereign, he fought alfo 
to render himfelf ufeful, by efta- 
blifhing a fchool of the arts in 
Spain, and propofed to the acade- 
my, of which he was a member, 
various regulations according to his 
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fablime ideas, which were at firt 
accepted; but ignorance and paf- 
fion fo predominated, that they were 
not afterwareés put in praétice, or 
followed; inftcead of which, the 

retorted with difguft on the who 

of his projects, and even threatened 
his reputation. We thall therefore 
draw a veil over this fcene of hu- 
man frailty, and hide it in forget- 
fulnefs for the honou? of humanity. 

“ Affliction of mind (the priva- 
tion of every delight of life) and 
difordinate application to his pro- 
fefion, compleatly impaired his 
health. 

“ At the dawn of day he began 
his labour, and without interrup- 
tion, except to dine, he continued 
till night; then taking very little 
food, he fhut jimfelf up in his 
houfe, at fome other work, cither 
in drawing, or preparing materials 
for the following day. Hehadfent 
his family to Rome, and was by 
this deprived of the greateft com- 
fort and delight he could enjoy. 
This increafed his infirmity; he 
loft his appetite and fell into a de- 
cline, when every one expected his 
death as near approaching. In this 
ftate the king granted him licence 
to return to Soe but not being 
able to fupport fo fatiguing a jour- 
ney, he was obliged to reft at Mo- 
naco, where the abilities of a phy- 
fician, and the goodnefs of the air, 
recruited his ftrength fufficient to 
proceed. 

‘* Being arrived, he foon reco- 
vered his {pirits, and became fufk- 
ciently re-eftablifled in his health.” 

“ At that time pope Clement 
XIV. propofed to him to paint 
fome things for the Vatican. This 
was ever his mott anxious defire, 
to leave fomething in memory of 
himfelf in that prand emporium of 
the arts; he therefore quickly ac- 
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cepted the propofal, but with in- 
junétion that nothing fthould be 
{poken to him of recompence. 

“ He undertook therefore the 

ng of the cabinet of the mu- 

eum, which was defigned in the 
Vatican to keep the fragments of 
ancient Papiri.” 

“© He had been near three years 
in Italy before he had finifhed this 
work, and Was perfectly re-efta- 
blifed in his health; in confe- 
quence he had no reafon for re- 
maining fo long without giving an 
account to the king, who neverthe- 
lefs continued him his ftipend the 
fame as if he had remained at Ma- 
drid. He had befidesundertaken this 
work of the Papiri without leave 
and even without his knowledge. 
Any other fovereign but Charles 
Jil. would have aiania this abufe 
of his bounty; but his unwearied 
patience contented itfelf to make 
me fearch refervedly the motives 
which detained Mengs at Rome: I 
reprefented to his majeity the truth, 
excufing Mengs on account of his 
paffion for Rome, the centre of the 
polite arts; likewife for the tender- 
ne(s he bore his family, from whom 
he had not the courage to feparate 
himfelf; and for his ambition (fo 
excufable in an artift of his merit) 
to leave fome teftimony in memory 
of his abilities, with thofe of Ra- 
yhael; and laftly, relieved his de- 
cooen by faying he had fought no- 
thing from any other fovereign 
fince he ferved the king of Spain, 
promiling at the fame time what I 
would do in order to induce him 
foon to depart for Madrid, 


* At the indireét infinuation I - 


gave him, he was uneafy, and re- 
folved precipitately to leave incom- 
plete the work of the Papiri, and to 
departimmediately. No refleétion 
was capable of diverting him from 
this refolution, ‘He went firft to 
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Naples to take the portraits of thofe 
fovereigns, according as he had 
promifed the king their father; but 
inftead of finifhing them both ac. 
cording as he had determined before 
he left Rome, he entertained himfelf 
in Naples all the winter, and re- 
turned to Rome with only the heads 
finithed; and being arrived he 
could not refift the defire of com- 
pleating what remained to be done 
in the chamber of the Papiri; and 
it was ‘then that he finifhed the 
painting of the aforefaid faint Pe. 
ter. 

“ At laft he left Rome to return 
to Spain with part of his family, 
leaving his five daughters in a con- 
vent, recommended to his brother- 
in-law, the celebrated painter, fig- 
nor Marron. Four months after, 
— through Florence to-go to 
arma, I found him at that place, 
not .jhaving the refolution to pro- 
ceed any further; and on my re 
turn two months after, he was ftill 
remaining there. During my fhort 
{tay at Florence, he drew my por- 
trait; and his: friendfhip for me 
made him perform wonders in the 
execution. I returned to Rome; 
and five months after, pafling again 
by wav of Florence, | induced him 
finally to depart for Spain.” 

“ In this year which Mengs re- 
mained in Italy, he ftudied or more 
properly fpeaking, meliorated much 
his ftyle. His tormer works bear 
no comparifon with thofe he did 
after that period. The moft feri- 
ous ftudy of the ancients, and efpe- 
cially the paintings of Herculane- 
um, manifefted to him the true 
fountain of beauty, and the way by 
which the Grecians had attained it. 
In his firft works, notwithftanding 
his correétions, his colouring, and 
his harmony, one difcovers at the 
fame time ftudy and labour; in his 
laft works, all is facility and grace, 
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and appear the effe&t of the hidden 
and ifenfible force of natute. His 
clare ebfcure has more vigour, and 
the effeét of reflective light, and his 
perfpective tky, bear an: allufion 
which one does not find in any 
other painter. 

“In that ftyle he painted at 
Madrid the grand faloon where the 
king dines ; and this work alone is 
fufficient to eftablifh him the repu- 
tation of one of the firft painters. 
Upon the dining table of his ma- 
jetty, he painted the Apotheofis of 
Trajan, a Spanifh prince, and the 
beft that ever occupied the throne 
of the Cafars, and the model of 
that Trajan who now reigns in 
Spain. 

“ Tn front is the temple of Glory, 
to which all the Virtues lead, who 
unite in the compofition: but this 
yainting, and all the others which 

lenge Toft in Spain, I thall mention 
in the account which I fhall give 
of them apart. 

“In the private theatre of the 
princes at Aranjuez, he painted the 
ceiling, in the middle of which 
Time -irritated feizes on Pleafure, 
from whofe head drops.a garland of 
flowers. This fancy is one of the 
moit graceful ever produced by 
Mengs. In the expreflion one be- 
holds the abufe of Time, and the 
precept to profit onefelf of it. The 
reft of the ceiling is filled up by 
cariatides, in clare obfcure, which 
willever bea monument and {chool 
of deficn of that great man. 

“Tt feems impoffible that in lit- 
tle more than two years from the 
time Mengs was returned to Ma- 
drid, he could have painted fo many 
things. This furprife, however, 
ceafes, when we confider the appli- 
cation and inceffant labour of that 
man, whofe whole pleafure, during 
life, was painting and ftudy; from 
which attention nothing could ever 
divert his mind. 
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“ But this fatigue injured his 
health, and moved the king to con- 
defcend to his defire of once more 


returning to Rome, the centre of: 


his delight. His majefty treated 
him with that generofity which is 
peculiar to him; leaving him at 
full liberty with the pay of three 
thoufand fcudi, and one thoufand 
more to divide in dowers among his 
daughters. 


“ We again behold ’Mengs in 


Rome, furrounded by his family, 
and with a reputation eftablithed 
throughout the world, and with a 
fortune fullicient to relieve him 
from the neceflity of fearching a 
fubfiftence by his labours. It ap- 
pears, then, that he ought to have 
been the moft happy and tranquil 
man in the univerfe: he was, not- 
withflanding, entirely the contrary, 
In a fhort time he loft his wife, 
whom he adored as an example of 
virtue and affection. From that 
time be became entirely changed 
both in manner and in difpofition, 
being one continual fcourge to him- 
felf and thofe around him. His 
foriner complaints relapfed and in- 
creafed. The ianeblion of the 
cold, which in the nights of that 
winter was exceffive, made him 
give into the other extreme, by liv- 
ing and painting in rooms fhut up 
from every circulation of air, and 
heated by ftoves and immente fires. 
This exceflive heat rarified and 
dried the air more than was proper 
for natural perfpiration. His lungs, 
therefore, loft their elafticity, and 
received the prejudicial emanation 
of an infinity of mineral tinétures 
united with the ambient heat. 

“IT have many times been de- 
prived of his company from not 
being able to raife mv head in the 

eftilential atmofphere of his apart- 
ment. When he painted in frefco 
it was even worfe, becaufe he put 
his fcaffold in a pofture forced 
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againft the ceiling, by which he 
refpired the acrid poifons of the ce- 
mhent and the minerals which they 
ufe in that kind of painting. His 
lymph or fluids thickened in fuch a 
manner, as no longer to nourifh his 
blood. His mufcles and veins loft 
their elafticity; he almoft entirely 
loft his voice; a dry cough tor- 
mented him, and his appearance 
was quite that of a lifelefs corpfe. 
The phyfitians, not knowing what 
other term to give his complaint, 
pronounced him phthifical,” 

“ His impatience, joined to a 
moft ardent imagination, made him 
take taith in a mountebank, a com- 

triot of his, who promifed to cure 

im in a few days. Thus fecretly, 
without confulting any of the fa- 
culty, or of his family, he gave him 
a medicine fo violent that it ex- 
haufted entirely the little ftrength 
which remained in him, and occa- 
fioned him various fits, in which he 
was left for dead. Recovering, 
bowever, from this attack, though 
badly, he was pofleffed with a reft- 
lef defire of changing to another 
houfe, molefting all his people to 
make all enquiries, and to fee all 
the houfes that were to be let in 
Rome. It is to be remarked, that 
at that time he had three houfes, 
one which he built, and two which 
he rented. Neverthelefs, one morn- 
ing he removed fuddenly to a lodg- 
ing fituated in the Strada Condutz/, 
carrving with him the burthenfome 
weight of all his evils, corporeal 
and mental; and a few days after 
he was again removed to the Sirada 
Gregoriane, fill continuing his clan- 
deftine correfpondence with the 
empiric, who had induced him to 
take certain baifams whicha nun 
of Narni had diftributed with much 
fame and miracie. In compliment 
to that work he mixed with it (as 
was afterwards difcovered) a good 


dofe of diaphoretic antimony 
which in alittle time deftroyed that 
machine, already half ruined. In 
that manner a charlatan, and an 
unfortunate fuperftition, combined 
to deprive the world of a man 
worthy of much longer life ; "for at 
this time he had attained only fifty- 
one yearsand three months, 

“* His corpfe was interred at the 
foot of the janiculum, in the parifh 
of Saint. Michael, andeat the obfe- 
quies attended the profeflors of the 
academy of faint Lucas. His ftatue 
of bronze, which had been mo.- 
delled under his direction, was af- 
terwards collocated in the pantheon, 
by the fide of that of Raphael, un- 
der which was written the follow. 
ing infcription ; 


ANT. RAPHAELI MENGS. 
Picrort. PHILOsoPHo. 
10S. Nic. De. Azara. Amico 
Suo. P. 


1279: 
Vixit Ann. 1. Mewnses 3. Dtes 17. 


* ‘The paintings and writings of 
Mengs infure him a feat in the 
temple of Immortality, and_ his 
goodnefs and bounty will engrave 
on the bofoms of his friends aa 
everlafting teftimony to his me- 
mory. 

“The life and ftudies of this 
great man ought to ferve as a fti- 
mulus to every one who would 
with to apply to, and perfect them- 
felvesin, the noble arts. His father 
directed him fufficiently well in his 
infaney, by accuftoming his eye to 
exaétnefs; but I have heard him 
many times lament having occupied 
fo much time in drawing from 
prints, which, however good they 
may be of their kind, always lofe by 
the incifion part of the excellence 
of their originals; their contours 
are always overcharged, and oo 
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wide fromthat fimplicity which cha- 
rafterizes true beauty. 

“ The method to give a fcrupu- 
lous reafon for every thing is ne- 
ceflary ; but it ought, notwith- 
ftanding, to be ufed with diferetion, 
otherwife it accuftoms youth to 
ebferve too much the minutenefs 
of every little part, and not to at- 
tend futliciently to the ur of 
the whole. He likewife lamented 
much, that his father had accuf- 
tomed him to paint in enamel, and 
jn miniature; as it afterwards coft 
him great trouble to correct the dry 
and minute tafte of that fpecies of 

inting. The truth is, that Mengs 
ee latterly how to liberate him- 
felf intirely from that defect which 
he has plainly fhewn in thofe mi- 
niatures which he painted by way 
of complaifance. r do not know, 
however, that he finifled more than 
four, three of the which are in my 
poffeffion. , 

“ His veneration for antiquit 
was great, without being fanatical 
Where he found defects, he always 
acknowledgedthem. ‘To point out 
the errors, or beauty of a work, is 
this difference; for the one, it is 
neceflary that the eye fhould be en- 
dowed with the illuftration of rea- 

fon, and accompanied by that fine 
fenfibility which is not common to 
all men. Envy and Malignity, in 
order to abafe the works of others, 
and to elevate themfelves by their 
ruin, look with piercing eyes after 
their defects; but he who manifetts 
only the errors, and is filent on the 
beauties of a work, is either igno- 
fart or invidious, or perhaps both 
the one and the other. 

* None like Mengs ever under- 
ftood and inanifefted the perfetions 
of the ancient ftatues. How many 
times has he contemplated with me 
the beauties of the fublime Laocoon, 
tall he was fired with enthufiafm at 
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its excellence, and on one occafion 
obferved to me that the right tibia 
of one of his children was much 
thorter than the other. , 

* On account of having given 
to the king, for his academy, all 
the chalk figures of his collettioa 
of ftatues, (a collection which had 
coft him a fum fuperior to his fi- 
nafites,) he thought of writing a 
treatife on the manner of viewing 
antiquities, and of difcovering their 
beauties; but he feared, that there 
night be found in Europe, perfons, 
who from fome defe&, would take 
umbrage, and declaim againf the 
real merit of thefe works. Death 
has therefore deprived the world of 
this publication, which I am fure 
would have been a model of faga+ 
cityandwifdom. It was him alone 
who was capable of difcovering and 
demonftrating, as he did in a letter 
to monfignor Fabroni, that the 
group of Niobe was only an inte- 
rior copy of the famous original 
mentioned by Pliny. His inteili- 
gence in antiquities is clear from 
the following circumftance: Lone 
day found in a cave in (Se villa of 
Pifoni at Tivoli, a head much bat- 
tered and ill treated, fo as oue 
would fuppofe to be unintelligible, 
yet, as iooa as he faw it, he faid it 
was a fculpture of the time of 
Alexander the Great: a few days 
after was found the remainder of 
the infcription, which proved it to 
be the head of the fame Alexander. 

“ Laitly, it is worthy tu know, 
that all the technicel parts in the 
hiltory of the arts, by Winkelman, 
are of his friend Mengs; which is 
{uflictent to give an idea, how much 
he had ftudied the werks of the 
ancients.” 

“ The franknefs of his mamner 
was Certainly fingular; and it 
well known that his enthudafm for 
the arts extinzuilhed in him every 

other 
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other paffion. His veracity, and 
the horror he bore towards every 
fpecies of fafehood, was ever vitib le 
in alf his aétions; for proof of 
which I fhall give ‘only one exain- 
ple of the many which I could 
adduce. 

“On entering France by Pont 
Vauvoifin, the laft time he went to 
Spain, the officers of tie cuftom- 
houie faw that he had fome gold 
boxes ornamented with brilliants, 
which were given him by different 
princes. They afked him if he 
carried them for fale, or for his 
own ufe. He replied, that he was 
not a merchant, and that he did not 
take fnuti; with which thev were 
not contented, and infifted that he 


would reply to the fecond part of 


their demand, if they were for his 
own ufe, in order that he might be 
at liberty to take them: but they 
were not able to draw from hima 
word of untruth, that is to fay, that 
he had ever taken fnuff; for which 
reafon they were obliged, againft 
their will, to feize the hoxes as ven- 
dible goods, which he futtered, nor 
ever would have taken the trouble 
to recover them, if the marquis de 
Llano and mytelf bad not repre- 
{ented the affair at Paris. 


“JT remember another trait of 
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him, which is too charaéteriftic te 
be omitted. The king of Poland 
requefted of him an allegorical 
painting, and when the commiffion 
was given him by his minifter, then 
refident in Rome, Mengs replied, 
‘that with the greateit pleafure he 
* would on the requeft which his 
‘majefty had honoured him with, 
‘but having already various com. 
‘miffions from other foverei. yns, 
‘reafon dictated that he fhould 
‘accomplifh thofe firtt, according 
‘to the orders which he had re- 
‘ceived; and befides, that he had 
‘ given his word to fome friends, t 

‘finifh them fome paintings, and 
thofe ought to be the firft, becaufe 
he preferred friendfhip to all the 

‘honours and dignities of this 
‘ world.’ 

‘© He wasa mott faithful hufband, 
and tender father to his children, to 
whom he gave a rigid and excellent 
education, Neverthelefs, he has 
much injured his family by his 
want of economy, and careleffnefs 
of money. One might reckon, 
that in his laf eighteen years he re- 
ceived more than one hundred and 
eighty thoufand feudi, and fcarce 
left enough at his death to pay the 
expences of his funeral.” 
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he Seconp, from whom the Kinés 
are lineally deicended. 


[From the fecond Volume of the Misce1tanrous Works of EpwarD 
Ginbon, kig.] 


HE name and charatter of 

the marquis, Albert-Azo 
the Second,  fhine confpicuom 
through the ‘gloom of the eleventh 
century. ‘Themdft remarkable fea- 
tures in the portrait are, 1. His 
Ligurian marquifate., 2. His riches. 


3. Hislonglife. 4. His marriages. 
s. His rank of nobility in the pub- 
lic opinio: n. The glory of his de- 
{cendants is reflected on the foun- 
der; and Azo II. claims our at- 
tention as the ftem of the two great 
branches of the pedigree; as the 

common 
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stommon father of the Italian and 
‘German princes of the kindred lines 
of Efte and Brunfw ick. 

‘1. The fair conjecture that the 
two Otberts, the father and fon, 
commanded at Milan and Genoa 
with the title and otfige of marquis, 
acquires a new degret of probabi- 
lity for Azo 1. and afcends. to the 
level of hiftoric truth in the perfon 

Azo ll. Before the middle of 
he eleventh century the ruins of 
Genoa had been reftored; its active 
inhabitants excelled in the arts of 
navigation and trade: their arms 
had been felt on the African coait, 
and their credit was eftablifhed in 
the ports of Egypt and Greec 
Their riches increafed with thei 
indufiry, and their liberty with 
their riches. Yet they continued 
to obey, or at leaft to revere, the 
maiefty of the emperors. In an 
act, as it fhould feem of the year 
one thoufand and forty-eight, the 
marquis Albert-Azo prelides at 
Gcnoa ina court of juftice, and his 
aileilors, the magittrates of the city, 
are proud to flyle themfelves the 
co nfuls and judges of the facred 
palace. The royal dignity of Da- 
Via was erad luaily e¢ lipfed by the 
wi ath and populoufne is of Milan, 
the “rft of the Italian cities .that 
dare to erect the ftandard of inde- 
a ue. The government of 
j\ 1 was divided between the:two 

re lena itives of St. Am! »yrofe and 
©: Catar. The veneration oj the 
flock for the fhepherd was fort.tied 
by the temporal itate and privileges 
of the archbifhop, and his annual 


revenue ot fourfcore uagenney 
pieces of gold, fupphed an am 

fund for benevolence or ane. 
‘the civil and military powers were 


' 


excrciied by the duke or marguts 
‘ 1 a ‘ + 

of witian (tor thete 
nnlcuoutly ufed )y and the voice o 


Peasl ses ° } 
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this hereditary office was vefted in 
the anceftors of the houfe of Efte. 
Some of the prerogatives which 


_they affumed are expre fii e of the 


rigour of the feudal f{yftey : od 


* were the heirs of ali who di ted chil 


lefs and inteftate, and a fine was 
paid on the birth of each infant 
who defeated their claim: their 


officers levied a tax on the markets, 


and their minute inguifition exacted 
the firft loaf of bread from eagh 
oven, and the frit log of wood from 
every cart load that entered the 
gates. Yet an old hiftorian, more 
forcibly affected with the calamitics 
of his own days, deplores the long 
loft felic ity of their golden ATC, 


. 


which had. been equally praited by 
the bletlings of the feeble, and the 


curfes of the ftrong. They drew 
their fwords for the fervice of the 
prince and px ople, but their reign 
was diftinguifhed by long intervals 


Of proiper rity i rnd } pCa, ‘Th dii- 
tant | oflethons Pls? V2rlo “VO- 
ca tiol i > of Chi duk or argu 5 


often diverted lim from the exer- 
cife of this municipal truft: His 
powers were devolved on the vif 


. } neal 37 tialtee 
counts and captains of Milan; thet 
: ! : ; , . © 
fuvorainate i% Ics formed ali Qie 
aance, OF Faiwaer co ACV, Will 
tac valva , OY AGHICS Ol the farii 
clats; and tue people were alilicted 
| Y the adiucerd or the m of a 
i '* . ‘ . 
jaw ia 1 rciiy A j Ti tA iaful 
f ne f i ‘ P - 
ot as ak 4 \ ‘ }/! 
beians: thev rofe in bad 
their nv rs and fury reva t 
: - 

Tih { - ) t ape 
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tains and novics retired; bul tia*y 
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retired Willa i Ful O, rcve Bes 
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of the adjacant country; encome 


pafled tne it Vv rth) a cir imv illa- 

tion of Gx fortrefies, and ina liege 

or blockade 0! three veare reduced 
*. + e | ] fi 
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the ynhabitants to the la{t extremes 
of famine and diftrefs. Bs the in- 
C terpofition 
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terpofition of the emperor and the 
archbifhop the peace of Milan was 
teitored: the factions were fecon- 
ciled: they wifely refufed a gar- 
rifon of four thoufand Germans; 
but they acquiefced in the civil go- 
vernment ,of the empire. ‘the 
marquis again afcended his tribu- 
nal, and that marqu s is Albert- 
Azo the fecond. A judicial act of 
the year one thoufand and forty- 
five attefts histitle and jurifdi@ion ; 
and as the repretentative of the 
emperor, he impofes a fine of a 
thout ind pieces of gold. “The pro- 
gre fs of Italian liberty reduced his 
office to the empty name of mat 
quis of Liguria, and fuch he be 
ftyled by the hiftorians of the age. 
In the next century, his grandfon, 
Obizo [. is invefted by che empe- 
ror Frederic I. with the honours of 
marquis of Milan and Genoa, as 
his grandfather Azo held them of 
the empire; but this fplendid grant 
commemorates the dignity, with- 
out reviving the power, of the 
houtfe cf Efe. 

2. Like one of his Tufcan an- 
‘tales . Azo the fecond was diftin- 
guifhed among the princes of [taly 
by the epithet of the Rick. The 
particulats of his rent-roll cannot 
now be afcertained: an occafional, 
though authentic deed of invetti- 
ture, enumerates eighty-three fiefs 
or manors which he held of the 
empire in Lombardy and Tufcany, 
from the marquifate of }{te to the 
county of Luni: but to t hefe pof- 
feflions mutt be added the lands 
which he enjoyed as the v affal of 
the church, the ancient patrimony 
of Otbert (the Terra Odbertenga) in 
the count’es of Arezzo, Pifa, and 
Lucca, and the marriage portion of 
his firft wife, which, according to 
the various readings ot the manu- 
{cripts, may be coimputed either at 
twenty, er at two huadred thoufand 


Englifh acres. If fuch a mafs of 
landed property were now accu- 
mulated on the head of an Italian 
nobleman, the annual revenue 
might fatisfy the largeft demands of 
private luxury or avarice, and the 
fortunate owner would be rich ; in 
the improvement of agriculture, the 
manufactures of induftry, the refine- 
ment of tafte, and the extent of 
commerce. But the barbarifin of 
the eleventh century diminifhed the 
income, and aggravated the ex- 
pence, of the marquis of Efte. In 
a long feries of war and anarc hy, 
man ‘and the works of man hid 
been fwept away; and the intro. 
duction of each ferocious and idle 
ftranger had been over-balanced by 
the lofs of five or fix perhaps of the 
peaceful induftrious natives. The 
mifchievous growth of vegetation, 
the frequent inundations of the 
rivers, were no longer checked by 
the vigilance of labour; the face of 
the country was again covered with 
forefts and moraffes ; f the vat 
domains which acknowledged Ato 
for their lord, the far greater part 
was abandoned to the wild beatts 
of the field, and a much {maller 
portion was reduced to the ftate ot 
conftant and produétive hufbandry 
An adequ: ate rent may be obtai: ied 
from the fkill and fubftance of ; 
free tenant, who fertilizes a grate- 
ful foil, and enjoys the fec urity and 
benefit of a long leafe. But faint 
is the hope, and fcanty is the pro- 
duce of thofe harvefis, wh ich are 
raifed by the reluctant toil of pea- 
fants and flaves, condenned to a 
bare fubfiftence, and carclefs of the 
interefts of a rapacious matter. Ii 
his granaries are full, his pu irfe is 
empty; and the w ant of cities or 
commerce, the difficulty of finding 
or reaching a market, obi ges him 
to confume on the thot a part of 


his ufelefs flock, which cannot be 
exchanged 
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exchanged for merchandize or mo- 
ney. ‘The member of a well-regu- 
lated fociety is defended from pri- 
vate wrongs by the laws, and from 
public injuries by the arms of the 
itate; and the tax which he pays is 
a juft equivalent for the protection 
which he receives. but the guard 
of his life, his honour, and his for- 
tune, was abandoned to the private 
iword of a feudal chief; and if his 
own temper had been inclined to 
moderation and patience, the pub- 
lic contempt would have roufed 
him to deeds of violence and re- 
venge. he entertainment of his 
vaflals and foldiers, ,their pay and 
rewards, their arins and _ horfes, 
furpaffed the meature of the moft 
oppreflive tribute, and the de- 
ftruction which he infli€ted on his 
neighbours was often retaliated on 
his own lands. The coiily ele- 
gance of palaces and gardens was 
juperfeded by the laborious and 
expenfive conitruction of ftrong 
cattles, on the fummits of the moitt 
inaccetlible rocks; and fome of 
thefe, like the fortrefs of Canoila in 
the Appenine, were built and pro- 
vided to fuftain a three years liege 
againft a royalarmy. But his de- 
fence in this world was lefs bur- 
thenfome to a wealthy lord than his 
falvation in the next: the demands 
of his chapel, his prie fts, his alms, 
his offerings, his pilgrimages, were 
inceflantly renew ed: the monaftery 
chofen for his fe pulchre was en- 
vowed with his faireft pot fetlions, 
and the naked heir might often 
complain, that his father’s fins had 
been redeemed at too high a price. 
The marquis Azo was not exempt 
from the contagion of the times: 

bis devotion was amufed and in- 
fiamed by the frequent miracles 
wiich were performed in his pre- 
fence; andthe monks of Vanga- 

dizza, who yiclded to his requeit 


the arm of a dead faint, were ig- 
norant of the value of that inefti- 
mable jewel. After fatisfying the 
demands of war and fuperftition, 
he might appropriate the reit of his 
revenue to ufe and pleafure. But 
the Ltalians of the eleventh cen- 
tury were imperte¢tly fkilled in the 
liberal and mechanic arts; the ob- 
jects of foreign luxury were fur- 
nifhed at an exorbitant price by the 
merchants of Pifaand Venice; and 
the fuperfluous wealth, which could 
not purchafe the real comforts of 
life, was idly walted on fome rare 
occafions of vanity and pomp. 
Such were the nupt ials of Boniface. 
duke or marquis of Tufcany, whofe 
family was long afterwards united 
with that of Azo, by the marriage 
of their children, Thefe nuptials 
were celebrated on the banks of the 
Mincius, which the fancy of Vir- 
gil has decorated with a more beau- 
tiful pifure. The princes and 
people of Italy were invited to the 
teaft, which continued — three 
months: the fertilemeadows, which 
are interfected by the flow and 
winding courfe of the river, were 
covered with innumerable tents, 
and the bridegroom difplayed cad 
diverfified the icenes of his proud 
and taftelefs magnificence. All the 
utenfils of fervice were of filver, 
and his horfes were fhod with 
plates of the fame metal, loofely 
nailed, and carelefsly dropped, to 
indicate his contempt of riches. 
An invage of plenty and profufion 
Was ¢ -xpreffed in the banquet : the 
ino{t delicious wines were drawn in 
buckets from the well; and the 
{pices of the eaft were ground in 
water-mills lke common flour. 
Fhe dramatic and mufical arts 
were in the rudett ftate; but the 
marguis had fummoned the moft 
popular fingers, harpers, and buf- 
toons, to exercife their talents on’ 
Ca this 
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‘this fplendid theatre. Their exhi- 
bitions were rs and they 
applauded the liberality of their 
‘patron. After this feftival, I might 
remark a fingular gift of the fame 
‘Boniface to the emperor Henry IT. 
a chariot and oxen of folid filver, 
which were defigned only as a ve- 
‘hicle for a hogfhead of vinegar. 
If fuch an example fhould feem 
above the imitation of Azo him- 
felf, the marquis of Efte was at 
‘Teaft fuperior in wealth and dignity 
‘to the vaflals of his compeer. One 
of thefe vaffals, the vifcount of 
Mantua, prefented the German mo- 
‘farch ‘with one hundred falcons, 
and one hundred bay hories, a 

rateful contribution to the plea- 
Bites of a royal fportfman. In 
that age, the proud diftinction be- 
tween the nobles and princes of 
Italy was guarded with jealous 
ceremony: the vifcount of Man- 
tua had never been feated at the 
table of his immediate lord: he 
yielded to the invitation of the em- 
peror; and a ftag’s fhin, filled with 
pieces of gold, was gracioufly ac- 
cepted by the marquis of Tufcany 


‘as the fine of his prefumption. 


“4, The temporal felicity of 
a4 was crowned by the long pot- 
efion of honours and riches: he 
died in the year one thoufand and 
ninety-feven, aged upwards of an 
hundred vears; and the terth of his 
mortal exiftence was almoft com- 
menfurate with the lapfe of the 
eleventh century. The character, 
as well as the fituation of the mar- 
quis of Efte, rendered him an actor 
tn the revolutions of that memo- 
rable period: but time has caft a 


“veil over the virtues and vices of 
‘ the man, and I muft be content to 


mark fome of the wras, the mile- 
ftones of his life, which meafure the 


"extent and intervals of the vacant 
* way. Albert-Azo the fecond was 
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no more than feventeen when he 
firft drew the fword of rebellion or 
patriotifm, when he was involved 
with his grand-father, his father, 
and his three uncles, in a common 
profeription. In the vigour of 
manhood, about his fiftieth year, 
the Ligurian marquis governed the 
cities of Milan and Genoa, as the 
minifter of imperial authority. He 
was upwards of feventy when Ke 
afled the Alps to vindicate the 

inheritance of Maine for the chil. 
dren of his fecond marriage. He 
becanre the friend and fervant of 
Gregory V#I., and in one of his 
epiftles, that ambitious pontiff re- 
commends the marquis Azo as the 
mott faithful and beft beloved of 
the Italian princes; as the proper 
channel through which a king of 
Hungary might convey his petitions 
to the apoftolic throne. In the 
mighty conteft between the crown 
and the mitre, the marquis Azo and 
the countefs Matilda led the powers 
of Italy, and when the ftandard of 
St. Peter was difplayed, neither the 
age of the one, nor the fex of the 
other, could detain them from the 
field. With thefe two affectionate 
clients the -pope maintained his 
ftation in the fortrefs of Canoffa, 
while the emperor, barefoot on the 
frozen ground, fafted and praved 
three days at the foot of the rock : 
they were witnreffes to the abject 
ceremony of the penance and par- 
don of Henry IV.}; ‘and in the 
triumph of the church, a patriot 
might forefee the deliverance of 
Italy from the German yoke. At 
the time of this event the marquis 
of Fite was above fourfcore; but 
in the twenty following years he 
was {till alive and aétive amidift the 
revolutions of peace and war. The 
lat a& which he fubfcribed is da- 
ted above a century after his birth; 
and in that aét the venerable chet 
potietics 
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pofleffes the command of his facul- 
ties, his family, and his fortune. 
In this rare prerogative of longevity 
Albert-Azo II. ds alone; nor 
can I recolle€& in the authentic 
annals of mortality a fingle example 
of a king or prince, of a fiatefman 
or general, of a philofopher or 
poet, whofe life has been extended 
beyond the period of an hundred 
years. Northould this obfervation, 
which is juftified by univerfal ex- 
perience, be thought, either ftrange 
og furprifing. It has been found, 
that of twenty-four thoufand new- 
born infants, feven only will fur- 
vive to attain that diftant term; 
and much fmaller is the praportion 
of thofe who will be raifed by for- 
tune or genius, to govera, or afflict, 
or enlighten, their.age or country. 
The chance that the fame. indivi- 
dual fhould draw the two great 
prizes in the lottery of life, will not 
eafily be defined by the powers of 
calculation. Three approximations, 
which will not hatftily be matched, 
have diftinguifhed the prefent cen- 
tury, Aurungzeb, Cardinal Fleury, 
and Fontenelle. Had a fortnight 
more been given to the hilofopher, 
he might have celebrated his fecular 
fettival; but the lives and labours 
of the Mogul king and the French 
minifter were terminated before 
they had accomplithed their nine- 
tieth year.. A firong conftitution 
way be the gift of nature; ‘but the 
few who furvive their contempo- 
raries muft have been fuperior to 
the paffions and appetites which 
urge the {peedy decay and difiolu- 
tion of the mind and body, The 
inarquis of Efte may be prefamed, 
from his riches and longevity, to 
have underftood the economy of 
health and fortune. 

“4. I remember a Perfian tale 
of three old men, who were {uc- 
cellively queftioned by a traveller 
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as he met them on the road, The 
youngeft brother, under the load of 
a wife and a numerous family, was 
finking into the grave before his 
tune. The fecond, though much 
older, was far le(S infirm and ‘de- 
crepid ; he had been left a widower 
and without children: “But the latt 
and eldeft of the three brothers ftill 
preferved, at an incredible age, ‘the 
vigour and vivacity of the autum- 
nal feafon: he had always pre- 
ferred a life of celibacy. The en-' 
jovment of domeftic freedom could’ 
not, however, contribute’ to ‘the 
longevity of the marquis Azo: -he 
married three’ wives;° he educated: 
three fons; and it is doubtful whes 
ther chance or prudence delayed 
his firft nuptials till: he had atdeatt 
accomplifhed ‘the fortieth year ob 
his age. Thefe nuptials were com 
tracted with Cumga, or Cunegone 
da, a Gernian inaid’ whofe ancef. 
tors, by their nobjlity and riches; 
were diftinguifhed among the Sua- 
bian and Bavarian chiets; whofe 
brother was invefted by the empe- 
ror Henry III. ‘with the dutchy of 
Carinthia, and the imarquifate of 
Verona, on the confines of the 
Venctian poffeffidns of the houfe of 
Efte. The, marriage of Azo and 
Cunegonda was productive of a 
fon, who rebbivel at his baptif{ini 
the name of Guelph, to revive and 
perpetuate the memory of his unele, 
his grandfather, and his firft pros 
genitors, on the maternal fide. I 
have already defined the ample 
domain which was given as a mar- 
riage-portion to the daughter of the 
Guelphs : but on the failure of 
heirs male, her fortunate fon inhe- 
rited the patrimonial eftates of the 
family, obtained the dukedom of 
Bavaria, and became the founder of 
the eldeit, or German branch, of 
the houfe of Ktte, from which the 
dukes of Brunfwick, the electors of 
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Hanover, and the kings of Great 
Britain, are jineally defcended. Af- 
ter the deceafe of Cunegonda, who 
muft have departed this life in the 
flower of her age, the marquis of 
Efte folicited a fecond alliance be- 
vond the Alps: but his delicacy no 
longer infifted. on the choice of a 
virgin ; the widower was con- 
tented with a widow; and he ex- 
cufed the ambitious ftain which 
might adhere to his bride by a di- 
vorce from her firft hufband. “Her 
name. was Garfenda, the daughter, 
and at length the heirefs, of the 
counts of Main, She became the 
mother of two fons, Hugo and 
Fulk, and the younger of thefe is 
the ac¢knowledged parent of the 
dukes. of Ferrara and Modena. 


The faine liberal fortune which had 


crowned the offspring of the firft, 
feemed to attend the children of 
the fecond nuptials of the marquis 
Azo :. but their fortune was hollow 
and fallacious, and after the lofs of 
their Gallic inheritance, the fons of 
Garfenda relu€tantly acquiefced in 
fome fragments of their Italian pa- 
trimony. Matilda, the third wife 
of Azo, was another widow of 
noble birth, fince fhe was his own 
coufin iw the fourth degree; but 
this confanguinity provoked the 
ftexn and impartial juftice of Gre- 
gory VII. His friend was fum- 
moned to appear before a fynod at 
Rome; the inflexible prisft pro- 
nounced a fentence of divorce, and 
whatfoever idea may be formed of 
the marquis’s vigour, at the age of 
fJeventy-eight, he might fubmit, 
without much effort, to the canons 
of the church. Befides his three 
fons, Azo had a daughter named 
Adelais, who was educated in the 
family ef the countefs Matilda. 
Butthe damfel is only mentioned to 
atteit the miraculeas virtue of An- 
felm bithop of Lucca; fie was re- 
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lieved in the night from a violent 
fit of the cholic, by the local aps 
plication of a pillow, on which the 
faint had formerly repofed his head, 
“5. A wealthy marquis of the 
eleventh century muft have com. 
manded a proud hereditary rank in 
civil fociety. In the judgment of 
the pope, the emperor, and the 
public, Albert-Azo was diftin- 
guifhed among the princes, and the 
firft princes, of the kingdom of 
Italy. His double alliance in Ger- 
many and France may prove how 
much he was known and efteemed 
among foreign nations; and he 
ftrengthened his political impor- 
tance by 2 domeftic union with the 
conquerors of Apulia and Sicily. 
I fhall not repeat the ftory of 
the Norman adventurers, nor fhall 
I again delineate the charaéter 
and exploits af Robert Guifcard, 
which, to the readers of the Hif- 
tory of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire, are fufficiently 
familiar. But as duke Robert had 
four daughters, the choice of his 
other three fons-in-law may ferve 
as a teft, a gouchftone, of the com- 
parative weight and value of the 
houfe of Efte. Michael, emperor 
of the Greeks, was the firft name 
in the chriftian world. Raymond, 
count of Barcelona, was the inde- 
pendent fovereign of a warlike 
people; and the meaneft of the 
three, a French baron, of military 
renown, was the coufin of the 
kings of France and jerufalem, the 
brother-in-law of the king of Na- 
varre and Arragon, Such were 
three of the fons, by alliance, of 
the Norman conqueror, who had 
previoufly rejected a propofal for 
the eldeft fon of the emperor Henry 
IV.: the marriage of a fourth 
daughter will be moft accurately 
reprefented in the words of the 
Apulian poet: * While the hero 
refided 

















Particurars of the cEantrmr Years of Mr. Giapon, . 


‘ refided within: the walls of the: 


¢ Trojan city, he received the vifit 
‘of a certain noble Lombard mar- 
‘quis, accompanied by many no« 
¢ bles of his country. ‘Azo was his 
‘name. The obje& of his journey 
‘was to requeft that the = 
‘daughter might be granted as 

‘ wife to Hugo, his illuftrious fon. 
¢ The duke convened an affembly 
‘ of his chiefs, and with theircon- 
‘ fent and advice, the daughter of 
¢ Robert was delivered to the fon 
sof Azo. The nuptial rites: were 
¢folemnized in due form, and the 
‘ feftival was celebrated with gifts 
‘and banquets. After the con- 
‘ fummation, of the marriage, the 
‘duke folicited his counts and 
‘ powerful vaflals to beftow a free 
¢ gift, which might grace the joyful 
‘departure of the bride and bride- 
‘groom, and he enforced his de- 
¢ mand, by reminding them that no 
* fubfi dy whatfoever had been given 
‘to her filter, the Greek emprefs. 
¢ The demand of a tribute was en- 
‘tertained with a murmur of fur- 
* prife and difcontent; but all op- 
* pofition was fruitlefs, and they 
‘prefented their fovereign with 
¢‘mules and horfes, and various 
* offerings. He beftowed them on 
* the huiband of his daughter, with 


[39]. 


‘an addition from his own trga- 
‘fures: a ficet was prepared, 4nd 
* both the father and fon were.tran{. 

* ported with great hone’ to their 
‘ native fhores.’ This evidence of 
a contemporary poet, or rather 
hiftorian, who had no temptation 
to flatter the princes of Efte, 
would alone be fufficient te eftad 
blith the nobility and {plendour of 
their family, the family of Brunf- 
wick, beyond: the diftant term: of 
feven hundred vears. If the mare 
quis Azo were the firft of his race 
whofe name and memory had been 
preferved, we might acquiefce in 
our ignorance, with a juft pers 
fuafion of the dignity and power of 
his unknown anceftors. Of thefe 
illuftrious anceftors, the zeal and 
diligence of Leibnitz and Muratori 
have difcovered four probable, and 
four certain degrees. Afterthe ex- 
amination of their proofs, a {cru- 
pulous critic may fufpect, that in 
deriving the marquiffes of Efte from 
thofe of Tufcany, ‘the afcent of 
‘reafon has been aided by the 
‘wings of imagination ;’ but he 
muft confefs, that fince the begin- 
ning of the tenth century, the fe- 
ries of generations flows in a Clear 
and unbroken ftream.” 
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guent Celebrity. 


{From the Firft Volume of the fame Publication. ] 


6 Was born at Putney, in the 

county of Surry, the 27th 
of April, O. S. in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and thirty- 
feven; the firft child of the mar- 
riage of Edward Gibbon, efq. and 
of Judith Porten. My lot might 
have been that of a flave, a fav age, 


ora peafant; nor can I reflect with- 
out pleafure on the bounty of na- 
ture, which caft my birth in a free 
and civilized country, in an age of 
fcience and philofophy, in a family 
of honourable rank, and decentl 

endowed with the gifts of fortune. 
From my birth I have enjoyed the 
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sight of primogenitures but I was’ 


fucceeded by tive brothers and one 
filter, 2itot whom were {natched a- 
way intheirinfancyy, My five bro- 
thers, whofe names may be found: 
im the parish regifter of Putney, L 
fhall not pretend to lament: but 
from my childhood to the prefent 
hour I: have deeply and {incerely 

fegretted my fifter, whofe life was 
fomewhat prolonged, whom I re- 
member to have feen an amiable 
infant. The relation of a brothet 
and a fifter, efpecially if they dp 
not marry, appears to me of a very 
fingular nature,. It is a familiar 
am tender friendfhip with a feinale; 

much about our own age; an af- 
fection perhaps foftened by the fe- 
cret influence of fex, but pure 
from anv mixture of fenfual defire, 
the tole {pecics of Platonic love that 
oun be indulged with truth, and 
withio ut danger.” 

* The death of anew. born. child 
before that of its parents may feem 
an unnatural? bot it is ftriGly a 
probable, event: fince of any given 
wurhber the greater part are extin- 
guifhed before their ninth vear, 
before they poficts the faculties of 
Without ac- 


cufing the pr er watle or imper- 


feéft workman thip of nature, I 
fhall only obferve, that this safe. 
Vourable chance wa multit lied 2- 
igaimit my infant exittence. So 


teeble was my, eeitituts o% OD fo val 
pee ous mv life, that, | ie bapt 
of each of my brothers, my father’ 
, udence fucceéllis veiy repea ated my 

ittian name of Edward, that, in 
onde of the departure of the eldeit 
fon, this patronymic appellation 
micht be {till perpetuated in the fa- 
mily. 

ow [9 0 avull’s y me diefte 't alter. 


To preferys and to rear fo frail a 
Nog, the mo tender alliduity was 
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icarcely fuffiicient; and-niy mo. 
ther’s attention was fomewhat di- 
verted by her frequent pregnancies, 
by an exclufive.pafiion for her huf. 
band, and by the ditlipation of the 
workd, in which his taite and au~ 
thority ebliged her to mingle. . Bur 
the maternal office was fupplied by 
my aunt, Mrs. Catharine ren, 
at whofe name I feel a tear of 
titude trickling down my cheek.,. rv 
life-of celibacy transferred her va- 
cant affection .to. her fifter's firit 
child: my weaknefs: excited her 
pity ; her ‘attachment was fartified 
by labour and fuccefs: and if there 
be any, as I truft there are fome, 
who rejoice that:I live, to that dear 
and excellent woman they~ mutt 
hold themfelves indebted. ..Many 
anxious and folitary days did fhe 
confume in the patient trial of 
every niode of relief and amuic- 
ment. Many wakeful nights did 
the fit by my bed-fide in trembling 
expectation that eaclt hour would 
be my laft. Of the various and 
frequent ditorders of my childhood 
my own recolleAion.is dark; nor 
do I with to expatuiate on fo dif 
cufting atopic. Suftice it to fay, 
that while every practitioner, from 
Sloane ahd Ward to’ the chevaliet 
‘Taylor, was fuccefiively fummon: 
ed to torture or relieve me, th 
care of ny mind was too frequent- 
ly neglected for that of my health: 
compaflion always lug: vetted an €x- 
cule for the indulgence of the 
inafler, or the idlenets of the pupil ; 
and the chain of my education was 
broken, as often as I was recalled 
fram’ the.fchool of learning to the 
on of ficknets. P 

‘ As foon as the ufe of fpeech 
had Prepared my infant reafon tor 
the adinifion of knowledge, I was 
taught the arts of reading, Writing, 
ahd arithmetic. So remote is the 


. ¢ 
date, fo vague is the memory © 
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their origin in mytelf, that, were 
not the error corvected by analogy, 
I fhould be tempted to conceive 
them as innate. . la. my childhood 
J was praiied for the. readineis, 
with which 1 could multiply and 
divide, by memory alone, two 
fums of feveral figures: fuch praife 
encouraged my, growing talent; 
and. had I perfevered in this line of. 
application, I might have acquired 
fome tame in mathematical ftudies. 
“ After this previous inftitution 
at home, or at a day-ichool at Part- 
ney, I was delivered at the age of 
feven into the hands of Mr. John 
Kirkby, who exercifed about eigh- 
teen months the office of my do- 
meitic tutor, His own words, 
which I] fhail here tranfcribe, in- 
fpire in his favour a fentiment of 
pity and efteem.—‘ During my a- 
‘ bode in my native county of 
Cumberland, in quity of an 
indigent curate, I ufed now-and- 
then in a fummer, when the plea- 
fantnefs of the feafon invited, to 
take a folitary walk to the fea- 
fhore, which hes about two miles 
from the town where I Jived, 
Here | would amufe myfell, one 
while in viewing at large the 
‘ agreeable profpect which fur- 
‘ rounded me, and another while 
¢ (confining my fight to nearer ob- 
jeéts) in admiring the valt variety 
‘ of beautiful thells, thrown upon 
‘the beach; fome of the choiceft 
of which J alw ays picked up, to 
‘ divert my little ones upon my 
‘return. One time among the 
* reft, taking fuch a journey in my 
é head, I fat down upon the decli- 
vity of the beach with my face to 
the fea, which was now come ' P 
within a few yards of my feet 
when immediate! iy the fad thoug shts 
of the wretched condition otf my 
* family, and the unfuccessfuliicls 
of all endeavours te, agind it, 


-~-_ ene a@aefse ere & 


‘ came crowding into my mind, 


* which drove me into a deep me= 
‘ lancholy, and ever and anon 
* forced tears trom my eyes.’ Dil- 
“treis at lait forced him to leave the 
country. His learwing and virtue 
lnéroduced him to my tather ; and 
at Putney he might have found at 
leatt a temporary thelter, had not an 
aét of indifcretion again driven 
him into the world. Qne day 
readiilg prayers in the paridh church, 
he mott unluckily forgot the name 
of king George; his patron, a jovat 
fubjeét, difmuled hini with fome 
reJuctance, and a decent reward; 
and #ow the poor man ended ‘his 
days I have never been able to 
learn.” 

* In my ninth year (January 
1746), in a lucia interval or com- 
parative health, my father adopted 
the convenient and cultomary mode 
of Englith education; and I was 
fent to Kingfton wpon Thames, to 
a f{chool of about feventy boys, 
which was kept by Dr. Weoddeton 
and his affiflants. Every time I 
have fince patled over Putney Com- 
mon, | have always noticed tiie {pot 
wheré my mother, as we drove 
along in the coach, admonifhed me 
that L was now goinginto the world, 
and muft learnto think and aét for 
myfelt. ‘The expreilion may ap- 
pear ludicrous; yet there ts not, an 
the courfe of life, a mere reniark- 
able change than the removal of a 
child from the luxury and sfreet 
dom of a wealthy houte, to the fru- 
gal diet and ftrié fubordination of 
a {chool; from the tendernets of 
parents, and the obfequioufnefs af 
fervaiits, to the rude familiarity of 
his equals, the infolent tyranny 
of his feniors, and the red, perhaps, ~ 
of 2 crucl and capricions peda- 
gague. Such hardihips may fteel 
the mind and body aypainit the inne 
rics of fortunc; but my timid re 
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ferve was aftonifhed by the crowd 


and tumult of the fchool; the want 
of ftrenoth and aétivity difqiratitied 
me for the fports of the play-tield ; 


nor have | forgotten how often in? 


the vear forty-fix I was reviled and 
buffetted for the fins of my tory an- 
eettors. » By the common methods 
of difciplise, at the expence of 
many tears and fome blood, I pur- 
chafed the knowledge of ‘the Latin 
fyntax: and not long fince I was 

ffed of the dirty volumes of 


hedrus and Cornelius Nepos, 


which I painfully conftrued and 
darkly underftood.”’ 

+ My ftudies were too frequently 
interrupted by’ ficknefs; and af- 
ter areal or nominal refidence at 
Kingfton-fchoo! of near two years, 
I was finally recalled (December 
1747) by my mother’s death, which 
was occafioned, in her thirty-eighth 
year, by the confequences of her 
laft labour, I was too young to 
Jeel the importance of my lots’ 
and the image of her perfon and 
converfation is faintly imprinted 
in my memory. The affectionate 
heart of my aunt, Catherine Porten, 
bewailed a fifter and a friend; but 
my poor father was inconfolable, 
and the tran{port of grief feemed 
to threaten his life or his reafon. 
I can never forget the fcene of our 
firft interview, fome weeks alter the 
fatal event; the awful filence, the 
room hung with black, the mid-day 
tapers, his fighs and tears; his 
praifes of my mother, a faint in 
heaven; his folemn adjuration that 
I would cherifh her memory and 
imitate her virtues; and the fervor 
with which he kiffed and bleffed me 
as the fole furviving pledge of their 
loves. The ftorm of pati ion in- 
fenfibly fubfided into calmer me- 
lancholy. Ata convivial meeting 
ot his friends, Mr. Gibbon might 
affe% or enjoy a gleam of cheer- 
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fulnets; but his plan of happinefs 
was for ever deftroyed: and after 
the lofs of his companion he was 
left alone in aw orld, of which the 
bufinefs and pleafures were to him 
irkfome or infipid. After fome un- 
fuccefsful trials he renounced the 
tumult of London and the hofpita- 
lity of Putney, and buried himfelf 
in the rural or rather ruftic foli- 
tude of Buriton ; from which, dur- 
ing feveral years, he feldom emerg- 
ed. 

* As far back-as I can remem.~ 
ber, the houfe, near Putney-bridge 
and church-yard, of my maternal 
grandfather appears in the light of 
my proper and native home. It 
was there that I was allowed to 
fpend the greateft part of my time, 
in ficknefs or in health, during my 
fchool vacations and mv parents” 
refidence in London, and finally 
after my mother’s death. Three 
months after that event, in the 
fpring of 1748, the commercial ruin 
of her father, Mr. James Porten, 
was accomplifhed and declared, 
He fuddenly abfconded: but as his 
etfeéts were not fold, nor the houte 
evacuated, till the Chriftimas follow- 
ing, I enjoved during the whole 
year the fociety of my aunt, with- 
out much confcioufnefs of her i im. 
pending fate. I feel a melancholy 
pleafure in repeating my obliga- 
tions to that excellent woman, Mrs, 
Catherine Porten, the true mother 
of my mind and health. Her na- 
tural good fenie was improved by 
the perufal of the beft books in the 
Enelifh language ; and if her rea- 
fon was fometimes clouded by pre- 
judice, her fentiments were never 
difguifed by hypocrify or affeéta- 
tion. Her indulgent tendernets, the 
franknefs of her temper, and my 
innate rifing curiofity, foon remov- 
ed all diftance between us: like 
friends of an equal age, we freely 
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converfed on every topic, familiar 
or abftrufe; and it was her delight 
and reward to obferve the firft 
fhoots of my young ideas. Pain 
and languor were often foothed by 
the voice of inftruction and amufe- 
ment; and to her kind leffons I 
afcribe my early and invincible love 
of reading, which I would not ex- 
change for the treafures of India. 
I fhould' perhaps be aftonitfhed, were 
it poffible to afcertain the date, at 
which a favourite tale was engrav- 
ed, by frequent repetition, in my 
memory : theCavern of the Winds; 
the Palace of Felicity; and the fa- 
t2l moment, at the end of three 
months or centuries, when prince 
Adolphus is overtaken by Time, 
who had worn out fo many pair of 
wings in the purfuit. Before I left 
Kingfton fchvol I was well ac- 
quainted with Pope’s Homer and 


the Arabian Nights Entertainments,. 


two books which will always pleafe 
by the moving picture of human 
manners and f{pecious miracles: nor 
was I then capable of difcernin 

that Pope’s tranflation is a portrait 
endowed with every merit, except- 
ing that of likenefs to the o:iginal. 
The verfes of Pope accuftomed my 
ear to the found of poetic harmony : 
in the death of Heétor, aud the 
fhipwreck of Ulyffes, I tafled the 
new emotions of terror and pity ; 
and ferioufly difputed with my aunt 
on the vices and virtues of she he- 
roes of the Trojan war. From 
Pope’s Homer to Dryden's Virgil 
was an ealy tranfition; but . know 
not how, from fome fault in the 
author, the tranflator, or the eader, 
the pious A-neas did not fo fercibly 
feize on my imagination; and I 
derived more pleafure from Ovid's 
Metamorphofes, efpecially in the 
fall of Phaéton, and the fpeches of 
Ajax and Ulyffes. My grandfa- 
ther’s flight unlocked the dar of a 


5 


[43] 


tolerable library; and I turned over 
many Englifh pages of poetry and 
romance, of hiftory and travels, 
Where a title attracted my eye, 
without fear or awe I fnatched the 
volume from the fhelf; and Mrs, 
Porten, who indulged herfelf in 
moral and religious {peculations, 
was more prone to encourage than 
to check a curiofity above the 
ftrength of a boy. This year 
(1748), the twelfth of mv age, I 
fhall note as the moft propitious to 
the growth of my intellectual fta- 
ture. 

“© The relics of my grandfather's 
fortune atforded a bare annuity for 
his own maintenance; and _ his 
daughter, my worthy aunt, who 
had already paffed her fortieth year, 
was left deftitute. Her noble {pirit 
{corned a life of obligation and de- 
pendence; and after revolving fe- 
veral fchemes, fhe preferred the 
humble induttry of keeping a board. 
ing-houfe for Weftminiter-fchool, 
where fhe laborioufly earned a 
competence for her oldage This 
fingular opportunity of blending 
the advantages of private and pub- 
lic education decided my father. 
After the Chriftmas holidays in Ja- 
nuary 1749, [ accompanied Mrs. 
Porten to her new houfe in Col- 
lege-ftreet; and was immediately 
entered in the fchool, of which Dr. 
John Nicoll was at that time head- 
wafter. At firft I was alone: but 
my aunt’s refolution was praifed ; 
her charaéter was efteemed; her 
friends were numerous and active; 
in the courfe of fome vears fhe be- 
came the mother of forty ar fifty 
boys, for the moft part of family 
and fortune; and as her primitive 
habitation was too narrow, fhe 
built and occupied a fpacious man- 
fion in Dean’s Yard. I fhall al- 
ways be ready to join in the com- 
mon apinion, that our public 

{chools, 
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fchools, which have produced -fo 
many eminent characters, are the 
beft adapted to the genius and con- 
ftitution of the Englith people. A 
boy of fpirit may acquire a previ- 


ous and practical experience of the” 
world; and his plavfellows may be. 


the future friends of his heart or 
his intereft. Ina free intercourie 
with his equals, the habits of truth, 
fortitude, and prudence will infen- 
fiily be matured. Birth and_riches 
are meafured by the ftandard of 
perfonal merit ; and the mimic fcene 
of arebellion has difplayed, in their 
true colours, the miniilers and pa- 
triots of the rifing generation. Our 
feminaries of jearuing do not ex- 
actly correfpond with the precept 
of a Spartan king, ‘ thatthe chiid 
¢ fhould be inftru@ed in the arts, 
¢ which will be ufeful ta the man ;’ 
fince a finithed fcholar may emerge 
from the head of Weftminfter or 
Eton, in total ignorance of the bu-' 
fnefs and converfation of Englith 
gentlemen in the latter end of the 
eighteenth century. But thefe 
fchools may affume the merit of 
teaching all that they — ta 
teach, the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages; they — in the hands 
of a difciple the keys of two valu- 
able chefts; nor can he comphin, 
if they are afterwards loft or neg- 
leéted by his own fault. The ne- 
cefiity of leading in equal ranks fo 
many unequal powers of capacit, 
and application, will prolong to 
eight or ten years the juvenile tiu- 
dies, which might be ditpatched in 
balf that time by the tkilful mafier 
of a fingle pupil. Yet even: the 
repetition of exercife and difcipline 
contributes to fix in a vacant mind 
the verbal tcience of grammar and 
profody: and the private or volun- 
tary ftudent, who pofletles the fente 
and {prritef the clath 


tend, by afalfe quantit 


may of- 
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pulous ear of a well-flogged critic, 
Fer myfelf, | muft be content with 
a very {mall fhare of, the civil and 
literary fruits of a public {chool, 
In the fpace of two years (1749, 
17§0), interrupted by danger and 
debility, I painfully climbed into 
the third form; and my riper age 
was left to acqutire the beauties af 
the Latin, and the rudiments of the 
Greek tongue. Initead of auda- 
cioufly mingling in the fports, the 
quarrels, and the conneétions of our 
little world, I was {till cherithed at 
home under the maternal wing of 
my aunt; and my removal trom 
Weftminfter long preceded the ap- 
proach of manhood, 

“ The violence and variety of 
my complaints, which had excufed 
my frequent abfence trom Weit- 
minfter-fchool, at langth engaged 
Mrs. Porten, with the advice of 
phyficians, to conduct me to Bath : 
at the end of the Michaelmas va. 
cation (1750) fhe guitted me with 
reluctance, and I remained feveral 
months uncer the care of ,a trulty 
maid-fervant, A ftrange nervous 
affection, which alternately con- 
tracted my legs, and produced, 
without any vifible fymptoms, the 
moft excruciating pain, was inef, 
fe&tually oppofed by the various 
methods of bathing and pumping, 
From Bath 1 was. tranfported to 
Wincletter, to the houfe of a phy- 
fician ; and after, the failure of his 
medicd {kill, we had again recourfe 
to the virtues of the Bath waters. 
During the intervals of thefe fits, J 
moved with my father to Buritou 
and Pitney; and a fhort unfuc- 
cefsful trial was attemipted to renew 
my atendance at Weftminfier- 
fchool But my infirmities could 


not be reconciled with the hours 
and dicipline of a public feminarys 
and inftead of a domeftic tutor, 
who night have watched the, fa- 

vouraluie 
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wourable moments, and gently ad- 
vaneed the progrefs of my learn- 
‘ing, my father was too eafily con- 
tent with fuch occafional teachers, 
as the different places of my reft- 
dence could fupply. I was never 
forced, and feldom was I| perfuad- 
ed, to admit thefe leffons: yet I 
read with a clergyman at Bath fome 
odes of Horace, and feveral epifodes 
of Virgil, which gave me an imper- 
feé and tranfient enjoyment of the 
Latin poets. It might now be ap- 
prehended that [ fhould continue 
for life an illiterate cripple: but, as 
I approached my fixteenth year, 
Nature difplayed ‘in’my favour her 
inyfterious energiés: my conftitu- 
tion was fortified and fixed; and 
my diforders, inftead of growin 
with my growth and ‘trengthening 
with my ftrength, moft wo: ider- 
fully vanifhed. I have never pof- 


feffled or abufed the intfolence of 


health: but fince that time few 

erfons have been ‘more exempt 
see real or itmaginary ills; and, 
till I am admonithed by the gout, 
the reader will no more be troubled 
with the hiftory of my bodily com- 
plaints. My unexpected recovery 
again encouraged the hope of my 
education ; and I- was placed at 
Ffher, in Sur ry, in the houfe of the 
Reverend Mr. Philip Francis, -in a 
pleafant fpot, which pronifed to 
unite the various benefits of air, 
exercife, and ftudy (January 1792). 
The tranflator of Horace might 
have taught me to relith the Latin 
poets, had not my friends difco- 
vered in a few weeks, that he’ pre- 
ferred the pleafures of London, to 
the inftruétion of his pupils. My 

ather's perplexity at this time, ta- 
ther than his prudence, was urged 
to embrace a fingular and defperate 
meafure. Without preparation or 
delay he carried me to Oxford ; 
and I was matriculated in the uni- 
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verity asa gentleman commoner of 

Magdalen college, before I had ac- 
complifhed the fifteenth year of my 
age {April 3, 17§2). 

The c ~uriofity, which had been 
implanted in my infant mind, was 
ftill alive and active; but’ my rea- 
fon was not fufticiently informed 
to underftand the value, or to la- 
ment the lofs, of three precious 
years from my entrance at Weil- 
minfter to my admiflion at Oxford. 


Inftead of repininy at my long and 


frequent confinement to the cham- 
ber or the couch, I fecretly rejoiced 
in thofe infirmities, whieh deliver- 
ed me froin the exercifes of the 
{chool, «and the fociety of my 
equals, As often as I was tolerz- 
bly exempt from danger and pain, 
reading, j free defultory reading, Was 
the employment and comfort of my 
folitary hours. At Weftmintter, 
my aunt fought only to amufe and 
indulge me; in my ftations at Bath 
and Winchefier, at Buriton and 
Putney, a talfe compafion refpected 


- my fufferi: ies; and I was allowed, 


without controul or advice, to gra- 
tify the wanderings of an unripe 
tafte. My indiferiminate appetite 
{ubfided by deprees in the Ai/orie 
line: and fince philofophy has ex- 
ploded ail innate ideas and natural 
propenfities, 1 muft afcribe this 
choice to the affiduous perufal of 
the Univerfal Hiftory, as the och 
tavo volumes fucceflively appeared. 
This urequal work, and a treatife 
of Hearne, the Duétor hiffortcus, re- 
ferred and introduced me to the 
Greek and Roman hiftorians, to as 
many at leaft as were acceffible to 
an Enylif reader. Atl that I could 
find were greedily devoured, from 
Littlebury’s lame Herodotus, and 
Spelman’s valuable Xenophon, ‘to 

the pompous folios of Gordon” 

Tacitus, and a ragged ‘Procopins 
of the beginnimg ofthe laft cen- 
tury. 
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tury. The cheap acquifition of fo 
much knowledge confirmed my 
diflike to the ftudy of languages; 
and 1 argued with Mrs. Porten, 
that, were I mafter of Greek and 
Latin, I muft interpret to myfelf 
in Englith the thoughts of the ori- 
ginal, and that fuch extemporary 
verfions mutt be inferior to the ela- 
borate tranflations of profeffed fcho- 
lars; a filly fophifm, which could 
not eafily be confuted by a perfon 
ignorant of any other language than 
her own, From theancient 1 leap- 
ed to the modern world: many 
crude lumps of Speed, Rapin, Me- 
zeray, Davila, Machiavel, Father 
Paul, Bower, &c. I devoured like 
fo many novels; and I fwallowed 
with the fame voracious appetite 
the defcriptions of India and China, 
of Mexico and Peru. 

“ My firft introduction to the 
hiftoric fcenes, which have fince 
engaged fo many years of my life, 
muft be afcribed to an accident. 
{n the fummer of 1751, I accom- 
me my father on a vifit to Mr. 

Toare’s, in Wiltfhire; but I was 
lefs delighted with the beauties of 
Stourhead, than with difcovering 
in the library a common book, the 
Continuation of Echard’s Roman 
Hiftory, which is indeed executed 
with more tkill and tafte than the 
previous work. To me the reigns 
of the fucceffors of Conftantine 
were abfolutely new; and I was 
immerfed in the paflage of the 
Goths over the Danube, when the 
fummons of the dinner-bell reluc- 
tantly dragged me from my intel- 
lectual feait. This tranfient glance 
ferved rather to irritate than to ap- 
— my curiofity ; and as foon as 

returned to Bath I procured the 
fecond and third volumes of How- 
el’s Hiftory of the World, which 
exhibit the Byzantine period ona 
larger icale. Mahomet and his Sa- 


racens foon fixed my attention ¢ 
and fome inftinét of criticifm di- 
rected me to the genuine fources. 
Simon Ockley, an original in every 
fenfe, firtt opened my eyes; and [ 
was led from one book to another, 
till I had ranged round the circle of 
oriental hiftory. Before I was fix- 
teen, I had exhaufted all that could 
be learned in Englifh of the Arabs 
and Perfians, the Tartars and Turks; 
and the fame ardour urged, me to 
guefs at the French of D’Herbelot, 
and to conftrue the barbarous La- 
tin of Pocock’s Abulfaragius. Such 
vague and multifarious reading 
could not teach me to think, to 
write, or to aét; and the only prin- 
ciple, that darted a ray of light into 
the indigefted chaos, was an early 
and rational application to the or- 
der of time and place. The maps 
of Cellarius and Wells imprinted 
in my mind the picture of ancient 
geography: from Stranchius | im- 
bibed the elements of chronology : 
the Tables of Helvicus and Ander- 
fon, the Annals of Ufher and Pri- 
deaux, diftinguifhed the connection 
of events, and engraved the multi- 
tude of names and dates in a clear 
and indelible feries. But in the 
difcuffion of the firlt ages I over- 
leaped the bounds of ne and 
ufe. In my childifh balance I pre- 
fumed to weigh the fyftems of Sca- 
liger and Petavius, of Marfham and 
Newton, which I could feldom 
ftudy in the originals; and my fleep 
has been difturbed by the difficulty 
of reconciling the Septuagint with 
the Hebrew computation. I ar- 
rived at Oxford with a ftock of 
erudition, that might have puzzled 
a doctor, and a degree of ignorance, 
of which a {chool-boy would have 
been afhamed.” 

“ To the univerfity of Oxford 7 
acknowlege no obligation; and fhe 
will as cheerfully renounce me for 

a fon, 

















Pantieviand of the eantter Years of Mr. Ginaon, 


‘a fon, as Tam willing to difclaim 
her for a mother. 1 fpent fourteen 
months at Magdalen College; they 

roved the fourteen months the 
moft idle and unprofitable of my 
whole life: the reader will pro- 
nounce between the fchool and the 
fcholar; but I cannot affeét to be- 
lieve that Nature had difqualified 
me for all literary purfuits. The 
fpecious and ready excufe of’ my 
tender age, imperfect preparation, 

“and hafty departure, may doubtlefs 
be alleged ; nor do I wifli to defraud 
fuch-excufes oftheir proper weight. 
Yet in my fixteenth year I was not 
devoid of capacity or application ; 
even my childifh reading had dif- 
played an early though blind pro- 
penfity for books ; and the fhallow 
flood might have been taught to 
flow in a deep channel and a clear 
ftream. In the difcipline of a well- 
conitituted academy, under the 
guidance of fkilful and vigilant pro- 
feffors, 1 fhould gradually have rifen 
from tranflations to originals, from 
the Latin to the Greek claflics, from 
dead languages to living {cience ; 
my hours would have been occu- 
pied by ufeful and agreeable ftu- 
dies, the wanderings of fancy would 
have been reftrained, and I fhould 
have efcaped the temptations of 
idlenefs, which finally precipitated 
my departure from Oxford.” 

“ The firft tutor into whofe 
hands [ was refigned appears to 
have been one of the beft of the 
tribe: Dr. Waldegrave was a learn- 
ed and and pious man, of a mild 
difpofition, ftric&t morals, and abfte. 
mious life, who feldom mingled in 
the politics or the jollity of the 
college. But his knowledge of the 
world was confined to the univer- 
fity ; his learning was of the latt, 
rather than of the prefent age ; his 
temper was indolent; his faculties, 
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-which were not of the firft rate, 


had been relaxed by the climate, 
and he was fatisfied, like his fellows, 
with the flight and fuperticial dif- 
charge of an important truft. As 
foon as my tutor had founded the 
infuticiency of his’ difciple in 
fchool-learning, he propofed that 
we fhould read every morning from 
ter to eleven the comedies of Te- 
rence. The fum of my improve- 
ment in the univerfity of Oxford 
is confined to three or four Latin 
plays; and even the ftudy of an 
elegant claflic, which might have 
been illuftrated by a coimparifon 
of ancient and modern theatres, 
was reduced to a dry and literal in- 
terpretation. of the author's text. 
During the firft weeks I conftantly 
attended thefe leflons in my tu- 
tor’s room; but as they appeared 
equally devoid of profit and plea- 
fure, I was once tempted to try 
the experiment of a formal apo- 
logy. The apology was accepted 
with afmile. I repeated the offence 
with lefs ceremony; the excufe was 
admitted with the fame indulgence : 
the flighteft motive of lazinefs or 
indifpofition, the moft trifling avo- 
cation at home or abroad, was al- 
lowed as a worthy impediment; 
nor did my tutor appear confcious 
of my abfence or neglect. Had the 
hour of lecture been conftantly fill- 
ed, a fingle hour was a fmall por- 
tion of my academic leifure. No 
plan of ftudy was recommended for 
my ufe; noexercifes were prefcrib- 
ed for his infpection; and, at the 
moft precious feafon of youth, 
whole days and weeks were fuffer- 
ed to elapfe without labour or 
ainufement, without advice or ace 
count. J fhould have liftened to 
the voice of reafon and of my tutor; 
his mild behaviour had gained my 
Confidence. J preferred his fociety 

to 
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to that of the younger ftudents ; 
walks to,the tap 
of Heddington- bill, we freeivy con- 
verfed on a variety of fubjetts. 
Since the days of Pocock and Hyde, 
oriental jearning has always been 
the pride of Oxford, and f once 
expreiied an iiiclination to ftudy 


Arabic. His prudence difcouraged 


this childith fancy; but he negle ct- 
edthe fair oceafion of directing the 
ardour of acurious mind. During 
my abfence in the fummer vacation, 
Dr. Waldegrave accepted a college 
living at Wafluington tn Suffex, and 
on my %eturn 1 no longer found 
him at Oxford. From tuat time I 
have lott fight | of my firit tutor; 


but at the end of thirty years (1 731) 


he was ftill alive; and the practice 
of exercife and temperance had en- 
titled him to a healthy. old age. 

*“ The long recefs between the 
Trinity and Michaelmas terms 
empties the colieges of Oxford, as 
well as the courts of Weftminfter. 
I {pent, at my father’s houfg at Bu- 
riton in Hampfhire, the two months 
of Auguft and September, It is 
whimfical enough, that as foon as 
I left Magdalen College, my tafie 
for books began to revive; but it 
was the fame blind and boyifh taite 
for the purtuit of exotic hifiory. 
Unprovided with original learning, 
unformed in the habits of thi nking, 
wotkiced in the arts of compofition, 
1 reiolved—to writea book. The 
title of this firft eflay, The Age of 
Sefoltris, was peroups fuggetted by 
Voltaire’s Age of Lewis XIV. 
which was new and popular; but 
my fole object was to inveftigate 
the probable date of the life and 
reign of the conqueror of Afia. I 
was taen enamoured of fir John 
Marfhamy’s Canon Chronicus; an 
elab wate work, of whofe merits 
anc deieéts 1 was not yet qualified 
to judge. According to his fpe- 
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cious, though narrow plan, I fettled 
my hero abow the time of Solo- 
mon, in the teuth century befare 
the Chriftian ara... It was there. 
fore incumbent on me, unle(s | 
would. adopt Sir Haac Newtoui’s 
fliorter chronology, to remove a 
formidable ebjection; and my {o- 
lution, for a youth of fifteen, is not 
devoid of ingenuity, In his ver- 
fion of the facred books, Manetho 


the high prieft has ideatified Se- 


thofis, or Sefoitris, with the elder 
brother of Danaus, who landed in 
Greece, according to the Parian 
Marbie, fifteen hundred and ten 
years before Chrift. But in my 
fuppofition the high priett is guilty 
of a voluntary error; flattery is the 
prolitic parent of falfehood. Ma- 
netho’s Hiftory of Egypt is dedi- 
cated to Ptolemy Philadelphus, who 
deriveda fabulous or illegitimate pe- 
digree from the Macedonian kings 
of the race of Hercules. Danaus 
is the ancefitor of Hercules; and 
after the failure of the elder branch, 
his defcendants, the Ptolemies, are 
the fole reprefentatives of the royal 
family, and may claim by inheri- 
tance the kingdom whieh they hold 
by conqueft. Sucli were my juve- 
nile difcoveries; ata riper age, [ 
no longer prefume to conneét the 
Greek, the Jewilh, and the Egyp- 
tian antiquities, which are loft in a 
diftant cloud. Noris this the only 
inftance, in which the belief and 
knowledge of the child are fuper- 
feded by the more rational igno- 
rance of the man. During my itay 
at Buriton, my infant-labour was 
diligent tly proie ‘cuted, without much 
interr uption from Company or coun- 
try diverfions; and I already heard 
the mufic of public applaufe. The 
difcovery of my own weaknetfs was 
the firft fympt xm of tafte. Onmy 


return to Oxford, the Age of Se- 


s wilely relinquithed; “~ 
t > 
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the impetfeé theets remained twen- 
ty years at the bottom of a drawer, 
till, in a general clearance of pa- 
pers, (November 1772), they were 
committed to the flames, 

_ After the departure of Dr. 
Waldegrave, I was transferred, 
with his other pupils, to his aca- 
demical heir, whofe literary cha- 
raéter did not cemmand the refpect 
of the college... Dr. **** well re- 
membered that he had a falary to 
veceive, and only forgot that he 
had a duty to perform. Inftead of 
guiding the ftudies, and watching 
over the behaviour of his difciple, 
I was never fummoned to attend 
even the ceremony of a leéture ; 
and, excepting one voluntary vifit 
to his rooms, during the eight 
months of his titular office, the tu- 
tor and pupil lived in the fame col- 
lege as ftrangers to each other, 
The want of experience, of advice, 
and of occupation, foon betrayed 
ine into fome improprieties of con- 
dud, ill-chofen company, late 
hours, and inconfiderate expence. 
My growing debts might be fecret; 
but my frequent abfence was vifible 
and endive! and a tour to 
Bath, a vifit into Buckinghamhhire, 
and tour excurfions to London in 
the fame winter, were coitly and 
dangerous frolics. They were, in- 
deed, without a meaning, as with- 
outanexcufe. The irkfomenets of 
a cloiftered life repeatedly tempted 
me to wander; but my chief plea- 
jure was that of travelling; and [ 
was too young and bafltul to en- 
joy, like a manly Oxonian in town, 
tse pleafures of London. In all 
thefe excurfions I eloped from Ox- 
ford; I returnéd to college; in a 
few days J eloped again, as if I had 
been an independent firanger in a 
hired lodging, without once hear- 
mig the voice of admonition, with- 
out — feeling the haad of con- 
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trol. Yet my time was loft, m¢ 
expences were muitiplied, my be- 
haviour abroad was unknown; folly 
as well as vice fhould have awaken- 
ed the attention of my fuperiors, 
and my tender years would have 
juftified a more than ordinary de- 
gree of reftraint and difcipline. 

“ It might at leaft be expected; 
that an eccletiaftical fchovol fhould 
inculcate the orthodox principles of 
religion. But our venerable mo- 
ther had contrived to unite the op- 
pofite extremes of bigotry. and in- 
difference:.an heretic, or wnbeliever; 
was a moniier in her eyes; but the 
was always, or often, or fometimes, 
remifs in the fpiritual education of 
her own chiidren. According to 
the ftatutes of the univerfity, every 
{tudent, before he is matriculated, 
muft fubicribe his affent to the 
thirty-nine articles of the church of 
England, which are figned by more 
than read, and read by more than 
believe them. My infuflicient age 
excufed me, however, fron the im- 
inediate performance of this legal 
ceremony ; and the vice-chancellor 
dire&téd me to return, as foon as L 
fhould have accomplifhed my fif- 
teenth year; recommending me, in 
the mean while, to the initrudction 
of my college. My college forgot 
to infiruét: 1 forgot to return, and 
was myfelf, forgotten by the firft 
magiftrate of the univerfity. With- 
out a fingle le€ture, either public 
or private, either cliiftian or pro- 
tefiant, without any academical 
fubfcription, without any epifco- 
pal confirmation, [ was left by the 
dim light of my catéchifin to grape 
my way to the chapel and commu- 
nion-table, where I was admitted, 
without a que(tion, how far, or by. 
what means, I might be qualified 
to receive the iazcrament. Suchal- 
moft incredible neglect was pro- 
duttive ofthe worit milchiefs. From 
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my childhood I had been fond of 
religious difputation : my poor aunt 
has been often puzzled by the myf- 
teries which fhe ftrove to believe; 
nor had the elaftic {pring been to- 
tally broken by the weight of the 
atmofphere of Oxford. The blind 
activity of iclenefs urged me to ad- 
yance without armour into the dan- 
gerous mazes of controverfy ; and 
at the age of fixteen, I bewildered 
myfelf in the errors of the church 
of Rome. 

“ The progrefs of my converfion 
may tend to illuftrate, at leaft, the 
hiftory of my own mind. It was 
not long fince Dr. Middleton’s free 
inquiry had founded an alarm in 
the theological world: much ink 
and much gall had been fpilt in the 
defence of the primitive miracles ; 
and the two dulleft of their cham- 
pions were crowned with academic 
honours by the univerfity of Ox- 
tord, The name of Middleton was 
unpopular; and his profcription 
very naturally led me to perufe his 
writings, and thofe of his antago- 
nifts. His bold criticifm, which 
approaches the precipice of infide- 
lity, produced on my mind a fingu- 
lar effect; and had I perfevered in 
the communion of Rome, I thould 
now apply to my own fortune the 
prediction of the Sybil, 

mee Via frie falutis, 
Quod minimé rerisy Graid fjandctur ab urbe. 


The elegance of ityle and freedom 
of argument were repelled by a 
thield of prejudice. I ftill revered 
the character, or rather the names, 
of the faints and fathers whom Dr. 
Middleton expofes; nor could he 
deftroy my implicit belief, that the 
gift of miraculous powers was con- 
tinued in the church, during the 
firft four or five centuries of chrifti- 
anity. But J was unable to refift 


. the weight of hiftorical evidence, 


that within the fame period moft of 
the leading doétrines of popery 
were already introduced in theory 
and practice: nor was my conclu- 
fion abfurd, that miracles are the 
teft of truth, and that the church 
muft be orthodox and pure, which 
was fo often approved by the vifi- 
ble interpofition of the Deity. The 
marvellous tales which are fo boldly 
attefted by the Bafils and Chry- 
foftoms, the Auftins and Jeroms, 
compelled me to embrace the fupe- 
rior merits of celibacy, the inftitu- 
tion of the monaftic life, the ufe of 
the fign of the crofs, of holy oil, 
and even of images, the invocation 
of faints, the worfhip of relics, the 
rudiments of purgatory in prayers 
for the dead, and the Sandlans 
myitery of the facrifice of the body 
and blood of Chrift, which infen- 
fibly {welled into the pradigy of 
tranfubftantiation. In thefe difpot 
tions, and already more than half a 
convert, I formed an unlucky in- 
timacy with a young gentleman of 
our college, whofe name I fhall 
fpare. With a character lefs refo- 
lute, Mr. **** had imbibed the 
fame religious opinions; and fome 
Popifl: books, I know not through 
what channel, were conveyed into 
his poffeflion. Tread, I applauded, 
I believed: the Englith tranflations 
of two famous works of Boffuet 
bithop of Meaux, the Expofition of 
the Catholic Doétrine, and the 
Hiftory of the Proteftant Varia- 
tions, atchieved my converfion, 
and I furely fell by a noble hand.” 

‘“ No fooner had I fettled my 
new religion than I refolved to pro- 
fefs myfelf a catholic. Youth 1s 
fincere and impetuous ; and a mo- 
mentary glow of enthufiafm had 
raifed me above all temporal con- 
fiderations.”” 

“ In inv laft excurfion to Lon- 


don, I addreffed myfelf to Mr. 
Lewls, 
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Lewis, a Roman catholic bookfeller 
jin Ruffeli-ftreet, Covent Garden, 
who recommended me to a prieft, 
of whofe name and order I am at 
prefent ignorant. In our firft in- 
terview he foon difcovered that per- 
fuafion was needlefs, After found- 
ing the motives and merits of my 
convertion, he confented to admit 
me into the pale of the church; 
and at his feet, on wee eighth of ~— 
1753, I folemnly, though privately, 
pis cod the errors of herefy. The 
feduction of an Englifh youth ‘of 
family and fortune was an aét of as 
much danger as glory; but he brave- 
ly overlooked the danger, of which 
I was not then fufficiently inform- 
ed. * Where a perfon is recon- 
* ciled to the fee of Rome, or pro- 
* cures others to be reconciled, the 
* offence (fays Blackftone) amounts 
‘ to high treafon.’ And if the hu- 
manity of the age would prevent 
the execution of this fanguinary fta- 
tute, there were other laws of a 
lefs odious caft, which condemned 


the prieft to perpetual imprifon-_ 


ment, and transferred the profe- 
lyte’s eftate to his neareft fr 
an elaborate controverfial epiftle, 
approved by my direétor, and ad- 
dreffed to my father, announced 
and juftified the ftep which I had 
taken. My father was neither a bi- 
got nor a philofopher; but his af- 
fection deplored the lofs of an only 
fon; and his good fenfe was afto- 
nifhed at my {trange departure from 
the religion of my country. In 
the firft fally of paffion he divulged 
a fecret which prudence might 
have fuppreffed, and the gates of 
Magdalen College were for ever 
fhut againft my return.” 

“* After carrying me to Putney, 
tothe houfe of his friend Mr. Mal- 
let, by whofe philofophy I was ra- 
ther fcandalized than reclaimed, it 
was neceflary for my father to form 
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a new plan of education, and to de- 
vife forme method which, if poffible, 
might effect the cure of my fpiri- 
tual malady. After much debate it 
was determined, from the advice 
and fonal experience of Mr. 
Eliot (now lord Eliot) to fix me, 
during fome years, at Laufanne in 
Switzerland. Mr. Frey, a Swifs 
gentleman of Bafil, undertook the 
conduct of the journey: we left 
London the 19th of June, crofied 
the fea from Dover to Calais, tra- 
velled poft through feveral pro- 
vinces of France, by the dire& 
road of St. Quentin, Rheims, 
Langres, and Befancon, and ar- 
rived the 30th of June at Laufanne, 
where I was immediately fettled un- 
der the roof and tuition of Mr. Pa- 
villiard, a Calvinift minifter. 

«“ The firft marks of my father’s 
difpleafure rather aftonifhed than 
afflicted me: when he threatened to 
banifh, and difown, and difinherit 
a rebellious fon, I cherifhed a fe- 
cret hope that he would not be able 
or willing to effeé his menaces ; 
and the pride of confcience encou- 
raged me to fuftain the honourable 
and important part which I was 
now acting. My f{pirits were raif- 
ed and kept alive by the rapid mo- 
tion of my journey, the new and 
various {cenes of the continent, and 
the civility of Mr. Frey, a man Sf 
fenfe, who was net ignorant of 
books orthe world. But after he 
had refigned me into Pavilliard’s 
hands, and I was fixed in my new 
habitation, | had leifure to contem- 
plate the ftrange and melancholy 
prof{pect beforeme. My firt com- 
plaint arofe from my ignorance of 
the language. In my childhood I 
had once ftudied the French gram- 
mar, and I could imperfectly un- 
derftand the eafy profe of a familiar 
fubje&. But when I was thus fud- 
denly caft on a foreign land, I 
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founti myfelf deprived of the ufe of 
fpeecir dad of hearing ; and, during 
ome weeks, 4incapable not only of 
enjoying the pleafures of conv erfa- 
tion, but everi of afking or an- 
fwering a queftion in the common 
intercourfe of life. To a home- 
bred Engliftiman every object, eve- 
ry cuftom.was offenfive; but the 
native of any country might have 
been difguited with the general a- 
{pect of his lodging and entertain- 
ment. Lhad now exchanged my 
elegant apartment in Magdalen Col- 
lege, for a narrow, gloomy ftreet, 
the moft wnfrequented of an un- 
handfome town, for an old‘incon- 
venient houfe, and for a {mall 
chamber ill-contrived and _ ill-fur- 
nifhed, which, on the approach of 
winter, inftead of a companionable 
fire, muft be warmed by the dull 
ftove. From a 
man. I was again degraded to the 
dependance of a {chool- boy. Mr. 
Pavilliard managed my expences, 
which had been reduted to a dimi 
nutive fiate: I received a {mall 
monthly allowance for my pecket- 
money ; and helplets antl awkward 
as I have ever been, I no longer en- 
joved the indifpenfable comfort of 
a fervant. My condition feemed 
as deftitute of hope, as it was de- 
void of pleafure: I was feparated 
for an indefinite, which appeared 
an infinite teem from my native 
country; and I had lo ft ali con- 
nection with my catholic friends. 
I have fince refleéted with furprite, 
that as the Romith clergy of every 
part of - Europe maintain a clote 
correfpondence with each” other, 
they never attempted, by letters or 
meilages, to refcue me trom the 
hands of the heretics, or at leaft to 
confirin my zeal and conftancy in 
the profeflion of the faith. Such 
Was my firtt introdudétitn to: Lau- 
faune;.a place whered {pent nearly 
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five years with pleafure and profi}, 
which I afterwards revifited with- 
out compulfion, and Which I have 


finally felected as the moft grateful 


retreat forthe decline of my life. 

“ But it is the peculiar felitity 
of youth that the moft unpleafing 
objects and events feldom make a 
deep or lafting impreffion ; ; it forgets 
the pat, enjoys the prefent, and an- 
ticipates the future. At the flexible 
age of fixteen f foon learned to en- 
dure, and gradually to adopt, the 
new forins of arbitrary manners : 
the real hardthips cf my fituation 
were alienated by tinse. Had I 
been fent abroad ina more fplendid 
{tyle, fach as the fortune and boun- 
ty of my father might have fup- 
plied, } might have returned home 
with the fame ftock of languagé 
and f{cienee, which our country- 
men ufually import from the con- 
tinent. An exile and.a prifoner as 
I was, their example betrayed me 
into fome irregularities of wine, of 
play, and of idle excurfions: but £ 


foon felt the impoffibility of affoz 
elating with them on egual terms; 


and after the departure of my firft 
acquaintance, J held a cold and 
civil correfpondence with their fucs 
ceffors. © This feclufion from Eng- 
lith fociety was attended with the 
moft folid benefits. In the Pays 


de Vaud, the French language is 


ufed with lefs imperfection than in 
moft of the diftant provinces of 
France: in Pavilliard’s family, nes 
ceflity compelled me to liften and 
to {peak ; and if I was at firft « lif 
heartened by the apparent flown 

in a few months | was: afeuithed be 
the rapidity of my proarefs. My 
pronunciation was formed by the 
conftant repetition of the fame 
founds; the variety of words and 
idioms, the rules of grammar, and 
diftinétions of genders, were im- 


prefied in my memory: eafe and 
freedom 

















freedom were obtained by, practice; 
correétnefs . and elegance by la- 
bour; and before 1 was recalled 
home, French, in which I {ponta- 
neoufly thought, was more familiar 
than Englith to my ear, my tongue, 
and my pen. .The firlt effect of 
this opening knowledge was the 
revival of my love af reading, 
whic had been chilled.at Oxford; 
and | foon turned aver, without 
much choice, almoft all the French 
books in pi tutor’s library. Even 


thefe amufements were productive 


of real advantage: my tafle and 

judgment were now fomewhatrij er. 
i was introduced to a.new mode 
of ftyle and literature: by the com, 
parifoa of manners and opinions, 
iny views were enlarged, my pres 
judices were carrect d, and a copi. 
ous voluntary abftract of the Hil. 
toire de l’Eglife et de | Empire, by 
le Sueyr, may be placed in a middle 
line between my childify and my 
manly ftudies. As foon as I was 
able to converfe with the natives, 
I began to fecl fome fatisfaétion in 
heir company: my awkward ti- 
midity was polifled and. embolden- 
ed;.and I frequented, for the firft 
time, affemblies of men and wo- 
inen. The acquaintance of the Pa- 
villiards prepared by degrees 
for more elegant fociety. I was re- 
ceived with, kindnefs and indul- 
gence in the beft families of Lau- 
fanne; and it was ia one. of thefe 
that I formed an intimate and laft- 
ing connection with Mr, Deyver- 
dun, a young min of an amiable 
temper and es celbbal underftand- 
ing. In the arts of fencing and 
dancing, {mall indeed was My pro- 
ficiency ; ; and fome months were 
idly wafted in the ridi ing-{chool. 
My unfitnefs to bodily exercife re- 
conciled me toa fedentary life, and 
the horfe, the favowrite of my coun- 
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trymen, never er contributed te the 
pleaiures of,my youth, 

“ My obligations to the leffong 
of Mr. Pavillird, gratitude will not 
futter me to forget: he was endow, 
ed with aclear head and a warm 
heart; his innate benevolence had 
affuaged the fpirit of the church; 
he was rational, becaufe he was 
moderate ; in the. courfe of his ftu- 
dies he had acquyed a juft though 
fuperficial knowledge of moft 
bianches of literature; by long 
practice, he was fkilled in the arts 
of teaching; and he laboured with 
afliduous patien.e to know the cha- 
racter, gain ibe atlection, and open 
the mind of his Engiith pupil. As 
foon as we beggn to underftand 
each other, he gentiy led me, from 
a blind and undiftin iguifhing love 
of reading, into the pach of in- 
ftrudion. I contented with plea- 
fure that a portion ol the morning- 
hours fliould be confecrated to a 
plan of modern hitfory and geo- 
graphy, aud to the critical perufal 
of the French and Latin claffics; 
and at each iiep I felt myfelf invi- 
gorated by the h abits of application 
gid method, prudence re 
yrefl-d and divenbled fome youthe 
F 1 fo lies; and as foon as I was 
confirmed in the habtis of in duftry 


[is 


and temperan ey he gave | the reins 
lato my own hands, lis favour. 
able report of my behaviour and 
progrets gradually obtained fome 
latitude of action and expence 5 


and he wiflied to alleviate the hard. 
fhips of my ledging and entertain- 
ment. The principles of philofo- 
phy were aflocjatad with the exe 
amples of tafte; and by a Gagular 
chance, the book, as well as the 
man, which contributed the mof 
effectually to my education, has 
a ftronger ¢laim on my gratitude 
than on my admiratiuona. Mr. De 
DP. 3 3 C roulay 
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Cromfaz, the adverfary of Bayle 


and Pope, is not diftinguifhed by 
lively fancy or profound reflection ; 
and even in his own country, at the 
end of a few years, his name and 
writings are almoft obliterated. 
But his philofophy had been form- 
éd im the fchool of Locke, his di- 
vinity in that of Limborch and Le 
Clerc; in a long and laborious life, 
feveral generations of pupils were 
taught to think, and even to write; 
his leffons refcued the academy of 
Laufanne from Calviniftic preju- 
dice; and he had the rare merit of 
diffufing a more hiberal fpirit among 
the clergy apd people of the Pays 
de Vaud. His fyftem of logic, 
which in the lait editions has {wel- 
led to fix tedious and prolix vo- 
fumes, may be praifed as a clear 
and methodical abridgment of the 
att of reafoning, from our fimple 
ideas to the moft*complex opera- 
tlons of the human underftanding. 
This fyftem I fludied, and medi- 
fiited, and abftracted, till I have 
obtained the free command of an 
univerfal inftrument, which I foon 
frefurned to exercife on my catho- 
Nc opinions. Pavilliard was not 
unmindful that his firft talk, his 
moft important duty, was to reclaim 
me from the errors of popety. 
‘The intermixture of feéts has ren- 
dered the Swifs clergy acute and 
learned on the topics of contro- 
verfy ; and I have fome of his let- 
ters in which he celebrates the dex- 
terity of his attack, and my gradual 
conceffions, after a firm and well- 
managed defence. I was willing, 
and Iam now willing, to allow him 
a handfome fhare of the honour of 
my converfion: yet I muft obferve, 
that it was principally effected by 
inv private reflections; and I fill 
remember my folitary tranfport at 
the difcovery of a philofophical ar- 
gument againit the doctrine of 


tranfubftantiation : that the text of 
{¢tipttre, which feems to inculcate 
the real prefence, is attefted only b 

a finigle enfe—our fight ; while the 
real prefence itfelf is difproved by 
three of our fenfes—the fight, the 
touch, and the tafte. ‘The various 
articles of the Romith creed difap. 

red like a dream; and after g 
ull convi&ion, on Chriftinas.day 
1754, I received the facrament in 
the church of Latfanne. It was 
here that I fufpended my religious 
inquiries, acquiefcing with iimpli- 
cit belief in the tenets and mytte- 
tics, which are add@pted by the ges 
neral confent ‘of catholics and pro- 
teftants. 

** Such, from my arrival at Laus 
fanne, during the firft eighteen or 
twenty months (Jaly 1753—March 
17$5), were my ufeful ftudies, the 
foundation of all my future im- 
provements. But every man who 
rifes above the common level has 
received two educations: the firft 
from his teachers; the fecond, mare 
perfonal and important, from him- 
felf. He will not, like the fana- 
tics of the laft age, define the mo- 
ment of grace; but he cannot for- 
get the ara of his life, in which his 
mind has expanded to its proper 
form and dimenfions. My worthy 
tutor had the good fenfe and mo- 
defty to difcern how far he could 
be ufeful: as foon as he felt that I 
advanced beyond his fpeed and 
meafure, he wifely left me to my 
genius; and the hours of leffon 
were foon loft in the voluntary la- 
bour of the whole morning, and 
fometimes of the whole day. The 
defire of prolonging my time, gra- 
dually confirmed the falutary habit 
of early rifing; to which I have 
alwavs adhered, with fome regard 
to feafons and fituations; but it 1s 
happy for my eyes and my health, 
that my temperate ardour has one 
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been feduced to trefpafs on the 
hours of the night. During the 
laft three years of my refidence at 
Laufanne, I may affume the merit 
of ferious and folid application ; 
but I am tempted to diftinguifh the 
Jaft eight months of the year 1755, 
as the period of the moit extraor- 
dinary diligence and rapid progrefs, 
In my French and Latin tranfla- 
tions I adopted an excellent me- 
thod, which, from my own fuc- 
cefs, I would recommend to the 
imitation of ftudents. I chofe 
fome claflic writer, fuch as Cicero 
and Vertot, the moft approved for 
purity and elegance of ftyle. I 
tranflated, for inftance, an epiftle 
of Cicero into French; and after 
throwing it afide, tll the words 
and phrafes were obliterated from 
my memory, I re-tranflated my 
French jnto fuch Latin as I could 
find; and then compared each fen- 
tence of my imperfect verfion, with 
the eafe, the grace, the propricty of 
the Roman orator. A fimilar ex- 
periment was made on feveral pages 
of the Revolutions of Vertot; I 
turned them ito Latin, returned 
them after a fufficient interval into 
my own French, and again fcruti- 
nized the refemblance and diflimi- 
litude of the copy and the original. 
By degrees I was lefs afhamed, by 
degrees I was moré fatisfied with 
myfelf; and I perfevered in the 
practice of thefe double tranfla- 
tions, which filled feveral books, 
till [ had acquired the knowledge 
of both idioms, and the command 
at leaft of a correct ftvle. his 
ufeful exercife of writing was ac- 
companied and fucceeded by the 
more pleafing occupation of read- 
ing the beft authors. The perufal 
of the Roman claffics was at once 
my exercife and reward. Dr. Mid- 
dicton’s Hiftory, which I then ap- 
prceiated above its true value, na- 
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tutally directed me to the writings 
of Cicero. The moft perfeét edi- 
tions, that of Olivet, which may 
adorn the fhelves of the rich, that 
of Ernetti, which fhould lie on the 
table of the learned, were not in 
my power. For the familiar e- 
piftles I ufed the text and Englith 
commentary of bifhop Rofs: but 
my general edition was that of Ver- 
burgius, publifhed at Amfterdam in 
two large volumes in folio, with an 
indifferent choiceof various notes. I 
read with application and pleafure, 
all the epiitles, a// the orations, and 
the moit important treatifes of rhe 
toric and philofophy; and as I read, 
I applauded thé obfervation of Quin- 
tillian, that every ftudent may jad 

of his own proficiency, by the 4 
tisfaction which he receives from 
the Roman orator. I tafted the 
beauties of language, I breathed 
the fpirit of freedom, and I im- 
bibed from his precepts and éxam- 
ples the public and private fenfe of 
aman. Cicero in Latin, and Xe- 
nophon in Greek, are indeéd the 
two ancients whom I would firtt 
propofe to a liberal fcholar; not 
only for the merit of their ftyle and 
fentiments, but for the admirable 
leflons, which may be applied al« 
molt to every fituation of public 
and private life. Cicero’s Epiftles 
may in particular afford the models 
of every form of correfpondeure, 
from the carelefs etfufions of ten- 
derneis and triendfhip, to the well- 
guarded declaration of difcreet and’ 
dignified refentment. After finifh« 
ing this great author, a library of 
eloquence and reafon, I formed a 
more extenfive plan of reviewin 

the Latin claffics, under the four 
divifions of, 1. hiftorians, 2. poets, 
3. orators, and 4. philofophers, in 
a chronological feries, froth the 
days of Plautus and Salluft, to the 
decline of the language and empire 
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Rome; and this plan, in the laft 
twenty-feven months of my refi- 
dence at Laufanne (January 175 
—April 1758), I early accom- 
plithed. Nor was this review, 
however rapid, either hafty or fu- 
perficial. 1 indulged myfeif.in a 
fecond and even a third perufal of 
Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tacitus, 
&c. and ftudied to imbibe the fenfe 
and fpirit moft congenial to my 
own. I never futiered a dithcult 
or corrupt palfage to efcape, till I 
had viewed it in every light of 
which ir was fufceptible: though 
often difappointed, I always con- 
fulted the moft learned or ingeni- 
ous commentators, ‘§ orrentius and 
Dacieron Horace, Catrou and Ser- 
vius on Virgil, Lipfius on Tacitus, 
Meziriac on Ovid, &c.; and inthe 
ardour of my inquiries, | embraced 
a larye circle of hiftorical and cri- 
tical erudition. Mv abftra&s of 
each book were made inthe French 
Jancuae: my obfervations often 
branched: into” particular effays; 
aid I can fhitl read, without con- 
teinpt,.a differtation of eight folio 
pages on eight lines 2%&7—294) of 
the tourth Georgic of Virg:l. Mr. 
Devverdun,; my friend, whofe name 
will be frequently repeated, had 
yorned with equal zeal, though not 
with equal perfeverance, in the 
fame undertaking. “Lo him every 
thought, every Corapofition, was 
inftantly communicated ; with him 
£ enjayed the benefits of a free con. 
Veriation on the topics of our com- 
mon ftudies. 

* But it is fearcely poffible fora 
mind endowed with anv aétive cu- 
riofity to be long converfant with 
the Latin clathcs, without afpiring 
to know the Greek aviginais, who 
they celebra:e as their mafters, and 
of whom they fo warmly recom- 
mend the ftudy and imitation ; 





wm Vos exemplaria Grace 

Nofurnd verfate mann, verfate diurnd, 

* It was now that I regretted 
the early years which had been 
watted in ficknefs or idlenefs, oy 
mere idle reading; that I con: 
demned the perverfe method of our 
fchoolmafters, who, by firft teach- 
ing the mother-language, might 
deicend with fo much eafe and per- 
fpicuity to the origin and etymo. 
logy of a derivative idiom. Inthe 
nineteenth year of my age I deter- 
mined to fupply this defeét; and 
the leflons of Pavilliard again con. 
tributed to f{mooth the entrance of 
tle way, the Greek alphabet, the 
grammar, and the pronuncia.ion 
according to the krench accent. 

At my earneft requeti we prefumed 
to open the Iliad; and I had the 
pleafure of beholding, though 
darkly and through a glafs, the 
true image of Homer, whom I 
had long fince admired in an Eng. 
lith dre{s. After my tuter had lets 
me to myfelf, | worked my way 
through about half the Iliad, and 
afterwards incerpreted alone a large 
portion of Xenophon and Hero- 
dotus. But my ardour, deftitute of 
aid and emulation, was gradually 
cooled, and, from the barren tafk 
of feacching words in a lexicon, | 
withdrew to the free and familiaz 
converfation of Vir, il and ‘Tacitus. 
Yet in my refidence, at Lauianne 4 
had laid a folid foundation, which 
enabled me, in a more propitious 
feafun, ta profecute the ftudy of 
Grecian literature. 

' « From a blind idea of the ufe- 
fulnefs of fuch abftrad fcience, my 
father had been defirous, and even 
prefiing, that I dhould devote fome 
time to the mathematics; nor could 
I refufe to comply with fo reafon- 
able a wifh. During two winters 
I attended the piivate Icfures of 
Monfeus 




















monfieur de Traytorrens, who ex- 
plained the elements of algebra and 
geometry, as far as the conic fec- 
tions of the marquis de l’Hdpital, 
and appeared fatistied with my di- 
ligence and improvement. But as 
my childifh propenfity for numbers 
and calculations was totally ex- 
tinét, I was content to receive the 
paflive impreffion of my profeffor’s 
lectures, without any active exer- 
cife of my own powers. As foon 
as I underftood the principles, [| 
relinquifhed for ever the purfuit of 
the mathematics; nor can I lament 
that I defifted, before my mind was 
hardened by the habit of rigid de- 
monttration, fo deftruétive of the 
finer feelings of moral evidence, 
which muft,; however, determine 
the actions and opinions of our 
lives. 1 liftened with more plea- 
fure to the propofal of ftudying the 
Jaw of nature and nations, which 
was taught in the academy of Lau. 
fanne by Mr, Vicat, a profeffor of 
fome learning and reputation. But, 
inftead of attending his public or 
private courfe, I preferred in my 
clofet the leffons of his matters, 
and my own reafon. Without be- 
ing difgufted by Grotius or Puffen- 
dorf, I ftudied in their writings the 
duties of a man, the rights of a ci- 
tizen, the theory of juftice (it is, 
alas! a theory), and the laws of 
peace or war, which have had fome 
influence on the practice of modern 
Europe. My fatigues were alle- 
viated by the good fenfe of their 
commentator Barbeyrac. Locke’s 
Treatife of Government inftruéted 
me in the knowledge of whig prin- 
ciples, which are rather founded in 
reafon than experience; but my de- 
light was in the frequent perufal 
ot Montefguieu, whofe energy of 
ftyle, and boldness of hypothefis, 
were powertul to awaken and fti- 
mulate the genius of the age. The 
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logic of De Croufaz had prepared 
me to engage with bis mafter Locke, 
and his antagonift Bayle; of whom 
the former may be ufed as a bridle, 
and the latter applied as a fpur, to 
the curiofity of a young philofo- 
pher. According to the nature of 
their refpective works, the {chools 
of argument and objection, I care- 
fully went through the Effay on 
Human Underftanding, and occa- 
fionally confulted the moft inte- 
refiing articles of the Philofophic 
Diétionary. In the infancy of my 
reafon I turned over, as an idle 
amufement, the mott ferious andim- 
portant treatife : in its maturity, the 
moft trifling performance could not 
exercife my tatte or judgment; and 
more than once [ have been led by 
a novel into a deep and inftructive 
train of thinking But I cannot 
forbear to mention three particular 
books, fince they may have re- 
motely contributed to form the 
hiflorian of the Roman empire. 1. 
From the Provincial Letters of 
Patcal, which almoft every year I 
have perufed with new pleafure, I 
learned to manage the weapon of 
grave and temperate Irony, even on 
fubjeécéts of ecclefiattical folemnity. 
2. The Life of Julian, by the Abbé 
de la Bleterie, frit introduced me 
to the man and the times; and J 
thould be glad to recover my fir{t 
efiav on the truth of the miracle 
which ftopped the re-buildiag of 
the Temple of Jerufalem. 3. In 
Giannone’s Civil Ehittorv of Na. 
ple:, I obferved with a critical eye 
the progrefs and abute of facerdo- 
tal power, and the revolutfons of 
Italy in the darker ages. ‘This va- 
rious reading, which I now con- 
ducted with difcretion, was digeft- 
ed, according to the precept and 
model of Mr. Locke, into a large 
common-place book; a praétice, 
however, which I do not ftrenu- 
oully 
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oufly recommend. The action of time; and I mnft agree with Dr. 
the pen will doubtlefs imprint an Johnfon, (Idler, No. 74.) ¢ that 
idea on the mind as well as onthe ‘ what is twice read, is commonly 
paper: but J much queftion whe- ‘ better remembered, than what is 


ther the benefits of this laborious ‘ tran{cribed.” 
method are adequate to the wafte of 
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MANNERS or NATIONS. 





Sxetcn of the Manners of the Innansrtants of Paramarino, the 
Capital of Surinam, and of the Puanters on the Eftates in the 


Country. 


[From the firftand fecond Volumes of Captain StepmMan’s Nar- 
RaTIVE of a Five Years’ Expepirion againft the REVOLTED 


NEGROES of SuRINAM. ]} 


6 FpARAMARIBOisavery lively 

place, the ftreets being gene- 
rally crouded with planters, failors, 
foldiers, Jews, Indians, and negroes, 
while the river is covered with ca- 
noes, barges, &c. conftantly pafling 
and repaffing, like the wherries on 
the Thames, often accompanied 
with bands of mufic; the fhipping 
alfo in the road, adorned with their 
different flags, guns firing, &c.; 
not to mention the many groupes 
of boys and girls playing in the 
water, altogether form a pleafing 
appearance ; and fuch gaiety and 
variety of objects ferve, in fome 
meafure, to compenfate for the 
many inconveniences of the cli- 
mate. ‘Their carriages and drefs 
are truly magnificent; filk embroi- 
Jery, Genoa velvets, diamonds, gold 
and filver lace, being daily worn, 
and even the mafters of trading 
thips, appear with buttons and 
buckles of folid gold. They are 
equally expenfive at their tables, 
where every thing that can be called 
delicate is produced at any price, 
and ferved up in plate and china 
of the neweft fafhion, and moft ex- 
quifiteworkmanfhip. But nothing 
difplays the luxury of the inhabi- 
tums of Surinam, more than the 





number of flaves by whom they are 
attended, often twenty or thirty in 
one family. White fervants are 
feldom to be met with in this co- 
lony. 

“ The current money, as I have 
already ftated, are ftamped cards of 
different value, from five fhillings 
to fifty pounds: gold and filver is 
fo f{carce, that the exchange pre- 
mium for fpecie is often above ten 
per cent. A bafe Dantzic coin, 
called a bit, value fomething lefs 
than fixpence, is alfo current in 
Surinam. Englifh and Portuguefe 
coin are fometimes met with, but 
moftly ufed as ornaments by the 
Mulatto, Samboe, Quaderoon, and 
negrogirls. The negro flaves never 
receive any paper money, for as 
they cannot read, they do not un- 
derftand its value: befides, in their 
hands, it would be liable to many 
accidents, from fire or children, and 
particularly from the rats, when it 
becomes a little greafy. 

“ This town is well fupplied with 
provifions, viz. butchers’ meat, 
fowls, fifh, and venifon. Vege- 
tables, in particular, the country 
abounds with: befides the luxuries 
peculiar to this climate, they import 
whatever Europe, Africa, and Afia, 
can 
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¢an afford. Provifions, however, 
are exceflively dear in general, ef- 

cially thofe imported, which are 
moftly {ald by the Jews and maf- 
ters of fhips. The firit enjoy ex- 
traordinary privileges in this co- 
lony; the latter erect temparary 
warehoufes for the purpote of 
trade, during the time their flips 
are loading with the produdtions of 
the climate. Wheat flour is fold 
from four-pence to one fhiiling per 
pound; butter two fhillings; but- 
chers’ meat never uncer one fhil- 
Jing, and often at one fhilling and 
fix-pence; ducks and fowls from 
three to four flullings acouple, A 
fingle turkey hus coft me one gui- 
nea and a half; eggs are fold at the 
rate of five, and European notatoes 
twelve for fx-pence. Wine three 
fhillings a bottle. Jamaica rum a 
crown a gallon. Fifth and . 
tables are cheap, and fruit almot 
for nothing. My black boy, Qila- 
co, has often brought me forty 
oranges for fix-pence, and hali a 
dozen pine-apples for the fame 
price; while dimes and tamarinds 
may be had for gathering. Honfe 
rent is exceflively high. 


VvCcCCe 
’ 
' 
i 


. A imall 
room unfurnifhed cofts three or 
four guineas a month; and a houfe 
with two apartments Ona floor lets 
for one hundred guineas yearly, 
Shoes fel! for half-a guinea a par; 
and afuit of cloaths, with filver 
binding, has colt me twenty gui- 
neas.”” 

“ ‘The whites oy Europeans in 
this colony, and who refide princi- 
pally in the town, are computed at 
five thoufand, including the garri- 
fon. The negro flaves at about fe- 
venty-five thoutand. The military 
mount cnard every morning at 
eight o’clock, in the fortrefs; but 
the fafety of the town ts entrufted 
tothe burchers or militia, wh 
Watch diging the mgt. 
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o’clock in the morning, and the 
fame hourin the evening, the morn. 
ing and evebing guns are fired by 
the commanding fhip in the har- 
bour; at the evening fignal, all the 
flags are inftantly lowered on board 
the dierent veffels; their bells are 
fet aringing, whilft the drums and 
fifes beat the tattoo through th 

town, The watch is then fet, and 
no negro of either fex is allowed to 
appear in the ftreets or.on the ri- 
ver, without a proper pafs figned 
by his owner; without this he is 
taken up, and infallibly flogged tlie 
next morning. At ten at night, a 
band of black drums beat the 
burgher, or militia retreat, through 
the ttreets of Paramaribo. 

** Atthis time the ladies begin to 
make their appearance, who are 
particularly fond of a téte-d-téte by 
moonlight, when they entertain 
with fherbet, fingaree, and wine 
and water; betides the moft unre- 
terved and unequivocal converse 
fation concerning themfelves, as 
well as the peculiar qualifications 
of their huibands, and the tituation 
of their female flaves, whom they 
propoie the acceptance of to the 
gentlemen they converte with, at 
fo much per week, according to 
their own eftimation. Sometimes, 
placing half adozen of them in a 
row, the lady fays, 6 Sir, this is a 
‘ callebefee, that is a maid, and this 
‘is not.” ‘Thus are they nor only 
unreferved in their converifation, 
but alfo protufe in th ir encomiums 
upon fuch gentlemen as have the 
honour of their inflructive com. 
pany, and whofe perfon or figure 
meets with their :pprobation, 

“ They are alfo rigid difciplina- 
rians, as the backs of their poor 
flaves, male and female, fufficiently 
teltify. Thus every country has 
its cuftoms, and from thef: cultoms 
exceptions are to be made; for ¥ 
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have known ladies in Surinam, 
whofe delicacy and polite conver- 
{ation would have graced the firft 
circles in Europe.  Befides the 
amufements of feaftine, dancing, 
riding, and cards, thev have a fmall 
theatre, where the inhabitants of 
fafhion att plays for their own 
amufement, and that of their friends. 
As they are elegant in their drefs, fo 
they keep their houfes extremely 
clean. They ufe the fineft linen, 
exquititely well wathed with Caftile 
foap; its whitenefs can only be 
compared to mountain fnow, and 
would make the beft bleached li- 
nen in Europe appear like canvafs. 
Their parlour floors are always 
fcoured with four oranges cut 
through the middle, which gives 
the houfe an agreeable fragrance : 
the negro girls, taking one half in 
each hand, keep finging aloud while 
they rnb the boards. Such is the 
town, and fisch are the inhabitants 
of Paramaribo, the capital of Suvi- 
nam; and the character will apply 
to the natives of all the Dutch iet- 
tlements tn the Weft Indies.’’ 

“ A planter in Surinam, when he 
lives on his eftate, (which is but 
{eldom, as they moftly perefer the 
fociety of Paramaribo,) ¢ gets out of 
his hammock with the rifing fun, 
viz. about fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing, when he makes his appearance 
under the piazza of his houte ; 
where his coffee is ready waiting 
for him, which he generally takes 
with his pipe, inftéad of toalt and 
butter; and there he is attended by 
half a dozen 6f the fineft young 
Waves, both male and female, df the 
plantation, to ferve him; at this 
Gate Oe cn he is next accoft- 
ed by his overleer, who regularly 
attends every morting at his levee, 
and having made his bows at feve- 
ral yards diftance, with the moft 


profound refpett informs his great+ 
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what work was done the day 
before; what negroes deferted, died, 
fell fick, recovered, were bought, 
or born; and, above all things, 
which of them neglected their 
work, affected ficknefs, or had been 
drunk, orabfent,&c.; the prifoners 
“re generally prefent, being fecured 
by the rie gro-drivers, and “inftantly 
tied up to the beams of the piazza, 
ora tree, without fo much as being 
heard in their own deftnce; when 
the flogging begins, with men, wo- 
men, or “children, without ex- 
ception. The inftruments of toré 
ture on thele occafions are long 
hempen whips, that cut round at 
every lath, and crack Itke piftol- 
fot; during which they alternately 
re sree * Dankee, mafera,’ (Thank 
ou, mafter.) In the mean time, 
he {talks 1 down with his 
overfeer, atie: ting not fo much as 
to hear their c: till they are fufs 
ficiently ma: ngled, when they are 
untied, and ordered to return tod 
their work, without fo muchas a 
dre fhe. 
This ceremony being over, the 
drefly negro (a black furgeon) comes 
to make his report; who being dif- 
miffed with a hearty curfe, for al- 
lowing any flaves to be fi k, next 
makes her appearance a fuperan- 
nuatéd matron, with all the young 
nevro children of the eftate, over 
whom fhe is governefs; thefe, being 
clean wafhed in the river, clap their 
hands, and cheer in chorus, when 
they are fent away to breakfatt on 
a large platter of rice and plantains; 
and the levee ends with a low bow 
from the overicer, as it begun. 

“ Fis worftip now faunters out 
in his morning drefs, which con- 
fifts of a pair of the fineft Holland 
trowfers, white filk ftocking s, and 
red or yellow Morocco flippers; 
the neck of his fhirt open, and no- 
thing over it, a loofe flowing night- 
gown, 
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gown, of the fineft India chintz, 
excepted, On his head is a cotton 
night-cap, as thin as a cobweb, and 
over that an enormous beaver hat, 
that protects his meagre vifage from 
the fun, which is already the co- 
lour of mahogany, while his whole 
carcafe feldom weighs above eight 
or ten ftone, being generally ex- 
haufted by the climate and difli- 
ion. 

“ Having loitered about his e- 
ftate, or fometimes ridden on horfe- 
back to his fields, to view his in- 
creafing ftores, he returns about 
eight o'clock, when, if he goes 
abroad, he dreffes, but if not, re- 
mains juft as he is. Should the 
firft take place, having only ex- 
changed his trowfers for a pair of 
thin linen or filk breeches, he fits 
down, and holding out one foot 
after the other, like a horfe going 
to be thod, a negro boy puts on his 
ftockings and fhoes, which he alfo 
buckles, while another dreffes his 
hair, his wig, or fhaves his chin, 
and a third is fanning him to keep 
off the mufquitoes. Having now 
fhifted, he puts on a thin coat and 
waiftcoat, all white; when, under 
an umbrella, carried by a black 
boy, he is conducted to his barge, 
which is in waiting for him with 
fix or eight oars, well provided 
with fruit, wine, water, and to- 
bacco, by his overfeer, who no 
fooner has feen him depart, than he 
refumes the command with all the 
ufual infolence of office. But 
fhould this prince not mean to ftir 
from his eftate, he goes to break- 
faft about ten o’clock, for which a 
table is {pread in the large hall, pro- 
vided with a bacon ham, hung beef, 
fowls, or pigeons broiled ; plantains 
and {weet caflavas roafted ; bread, 
butter, cheefe, &c. with which he 
drinks ftrong beer, and a glafs of 
Madeira, Rheaish, or Mozeii wine, 
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while the cringing overfeer fits a¢ 
the farther end, keeping his proper 
diftance, both being Bac by the 
moft beautiful flaves that can be 
felected: and this is called break- 
ing the poor gentleman's fat, 
“Alter this he takes a book, 
par: at chefs or billiards, entertains 
imfelf with mufic, &c. till the 
heat of the day forces him to return 
into his cotton hammock, to enjoy 
his meridian nap, which he could 
no more difpenfe with than a Spa- 
niard with his fefa, and in which 
he rocks to and fro, like a perfor- 
mer on the flack rope, till he falls 
afleep, without cither bed or cover- 
ing; and during which time he is 
fanned by a couple of his black 
attendants, to keep him cool, &c. 
** About three o’clock he awakes 
by natural inftin@, when, having 
wafhed and perfumed himfelf, he 
fits down to dinner, attended as at 
breakfaft by his deputy governor 
and fable pages, where nothing is 
wanting that the world can afford 
in a wettern climate, of meat, fowls, 
venifon, fith, vegetables, fruits, &c. 
and the moft exquifite wines are 
often {quandered in profufion; after 
this a cup of {trong coffee and a 
liqueur finifh the repaft. Ar fix 
o'clock he is again waited on by 
his overfeer, attended as in the 
morning by negro-drivers and pri- 
foners, when the flogging once 
more having continued for fome 
time, and the neceflary orders being 
given for the next day’s work, the 
affembly is difmiffed, and the even- 
ing {pent with weak punch, fanga- 
ree, cards, and tobacco.—His wor- 
thip generally begins to yawn about 
ten or eleven o’clock, when he with- 
draws, and is undreffed by his foot 
pages. He then retires to reit, 


where he paffles the night in the 
arms of one or other of his fable 


fultanas (for he always keeps a fe- 
raglio) 















raglio) till about fix in the morning, 
when he again repairs to his piazza 
walk, where his pipe and coffee are 
waiting for him; and where, with 
the rifing fun, he begins his round 
of diffipation, like a petty monarch, 
as capricious as he is defpotic and 
defpifeable. 

“ Such abfolute power, indeed, 
cannot fail to be peculiarly delight- 
ful to a man, who, in all probabi- 
lity, was in his own country, Eu- 
rope, a——nothing. 

* But, in this colony, this is too 
frequently the cafe, where planta- 
tions are fold upon credit, and left 
(by the abfent proprietor) to the 
appraifers, who, by felling cheap, 
have generally an underftanding 
with the buyer. 

“ Thefe are the planters who are 
the peft of the colony; fuch as the 
fine gentleman juft defcribed, who, 
while he lives at the above rate, 
pays nobody, under pretence of 

ad crops, mortality amongft the 
flaves, &c. but, like an upftart raf- 
cal, maflacres the negroes by double 
_ labour, ruins and pillages the eftate 
of all its productions, which he clan- 
deftinely fells for ready money, 


Description of the Persons, &c. of the Norraeaw Inpians. [63] 


makes a purfe, and runsaway. Ex. 
ceptions, however, take place in 
every circumftance of life; and I 
have known many planters in Su- 
rinam as good men as I ever would 
defire to be acquainted with, which 
I have already mentioned, 

“ As for the ladies, they indulge 
themfelves juft as much, by giving 
way to their unbounded paffions, 
and efpecially to the moft relentlefs 
barbarity. But while I can bear 
witnefs to the exalted virtues of 
fuch a woman as Mrs. Elizabeth 
Danforth, now Mrs, Godfrey, and 
a few more whofe characters fhine 
with treble luftre, I fhall draw a 
veil over all the imperfections, too 
common to their fox in this cli- 
mate, Before I drop this fubject, 
however, I muft atteft, that hofpi- 
tality is in no country practifed 
with greater cordiality, or with lefs 
ceremony, a ftranger being every 
where at home, and finding his 
table and his bed at whatever eftate 
neceflity or choice may occafion 
him to viit. This is the more ta 
be regarded, as no inns are to be 
met with in the neighbourhood of 
any of the Surinam rivers,” 
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in Hupson’s Bay. 


{From Mr. Hearna’s Journex from Prince of Watss’s Fort, to 
the NontHeRn Ocean. ] 


« S to the perfons of the Nor- 

thern Indians, they are in 
general above the middle fize; 
well-proportioned, ftrong, and ro- 
bult, but not corpulent. They do 
not poffefs that aétivity of body, 
and livelinefs of difpdfition, which 
are fo commonly met with among 
the other tribes of Indians whe ia- 





habit the weft coaft of Hudfon’s 
bay. 

“ Their complexion is fomewhast 
of the copper caft, inclining rather 
toward a dingy brown; and their 
hair, like all the other tribes in 
India, is black, ftrong, and ftraight. 
Few of the men have any beard ; 


this feldom makes its appearance 
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till they are arrived at middle-age, 
and then is by no means equal in 
uantity to what is obferved on the 
aces of the generality of Europe- 
ans; the little they have, however, 
is exceediligly ftrong and briftly. 
Some of them take but little pains 
to eradicate their beards, though it 
is confidered as very unbecoming ; 
and thofe who do, have no other 
method than that‘of pulling it out 
by the roots between their fingers 
and the edge of a blunt knife. 
Neither fex have any hair under 
their arm pits, and very little on 
any other part of the body, parti- 
eulartp the women; but on the 
_— where nature plants the hair, 

never knew them attempt to era- 
dicate it. 

“ Their featurés are peculiar, and 
different from any other tribe in 
thoie parts; for they have very 
low foreheads; fmall eyes, high 
cheek-bones, Roman nofes, full 
cheeks, and in general long broad 
chins. Though few of either fex 
are exempt from this national fet of 
features, yet nature feems to be 
more {trict in her obfervance of 
it among the females, as they fel- 
dom vary fo much as the men. 
Their tkins sve foft, finooth, and 
polifhed; and when they are dreiled 
tn clean clothing, they are as free 
from an offenfive {mell as any of 
the human race. 

“© Every tribe of Northern In- 
dians, as well as the cdépper and 
dog-ribbed Indians, have three or 
four parallel black ftrokes marked 
on each cheek ; which Is performed 
by entering an awl or needle under 
the tkin, and, on drawing it out 
again, imgediately rubbing pow- 
dered char&al into the wound. 

‘¢ Their difpofitions are in gene- 
ral morofe and covetous, and they 
ieem to be entirely unacquainted 
even with the name of gratitude, 


They are for ever pleading poverty; 
even among themielves ; and wher 
they vifit the fa€tory, there is not 
one of them who has not athoufand 
wants. 

‘¢ When any.real. diftreffed ob- 
jects prefent themfelves at the 
Company’s factory, they are always 
relieved with victuals} clothes, me- 
dicines, and every other neceffary; 
gratis; and, in return, they inftrué& 
every one of their countrymen how 
to behave, in order to obtain the 
fame charity, Thus itis verycom- 
mon to fee both men and women 
come to the fort half naked, when 
either the févere cold in winter, 
or the extreme troublefomenefs of 
the flies in fummer, make it necef- 
fary for every part to be covered. 
Qn thofe occafions, they are {fel- 
dom at a lofs for a plaufible ftory, 
which they relate as the occation 
of their diftrefs, (whether real or 
rege and never fail to inter- 
ard their hittory with plenty of 
fighs, groans, and tears, fometiunes 
affecting to be lame, and even blind, 
in order to excité¢ pity. Indeed, I 
know of no people who have more 
command of their paflions on fuch 
occafions; and in this refpect the 
women exceed the men, as I can 
affirm with truth 1 have feen fome 
of them with one fide of the face 
bathed in tears, while the other has 
exhibited a fignificant fmile. Falte 
yretences for obtaining charity are 
fo comm6n among thofe people, 
and fo often deteéted, that the go- 
vernor is frequently obliged to turn 
a deaf ear to many who apply for 
telief; for if he did not, he might 
give away the whole of the com- 
pany’s goods; and by degrees all 
the northern tribe would make a 
trade of begging, inftead of bring- 
ing furrs, to purchafe what they 
want. It may truly be faid, that 


they poffefs a confiderable degre 
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of deceit, and are very complete 
adepts in the art of flattery, which 
they never {pare, as long as they 
find that it conduces to their inte- 
teft, -but not a nioment longer. 
They take care always to feem at- 
tached to a new governor, and 
flatter his pride, by telling him that 
they look up to himas the father of 
their tribe, on whom they can 
fafely place their dependance ; and 
they never fail to depreciate the 
generofity of his predeceffor, how- 
ever extenfive that might have 
been, however humane or difinte- 
refted his condu€t; and if afperiing 
the old, and flattering the new go- 
vernor, has not the defired effec in 
a reafonable time, they repreient 
him as the worft of characters, and 
tell him to his face that he 3s one 
of the moft cruel of men;_ that he 
has no feeling for the diftrefles of 
their tribe, and that many have pe- 
rifhed for want of proper afliftance 
(which, if it be trne, is only owing 
to want of humanity among them- 
felves), and then they boaft of 
having received ten times the fa- 
vours and prefents from his prede- 
ceffor. It is remarkable that thofe 
are moft lavifh in their praifes, who 
have never either deferved or re- 
ceived any favours from him. In 
time, however, this language alfo 
ceafes, and they are perfectly re- 
conciled to the man whom they 
would willingly have made a fool, 
and fay, * he is no child, and not 
* to be deceived by them.’ 

“They differ fo much from the 
reft of mankind, that harfh uncour- 
teous ufage feems to agree better 
with the generality of them, parti- 
cularly the lower clafs, than mild 
treatment; for if the leaft refpe& 
be fhewn them, it makes them into- 
lerably infolent; and though fome 
of their leaders may be exempt 
from this imputation, yet there are 
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but few even of them who have 
fenfe enough to fet a proper value 
on the favours and indulgences 
which are graated to them while 
they remain at the company’s iac- 
tories, or elfewhére within their 
territories. Experience has con- 
vinced me, that by keeping a nore 
thern Indian at a diftance, he may 
be made ferviceable both to him- 
felf and the company; but by 
giving him the leaft indulgence at 
the factory, he will grow indolent, 
inactive, and troubkefome, and only 
contrive methods to tax the gene 
rofity of an European. 

“ The yre ret part of thefe pco- 
ple never fai) to detraud Europeans 
whenever it is in their power, and 
take every method to over-reach 
them in the way of trade. ‘They 
will difguife their perfons and 
change their names, in order to de- 
fraud them of their lawful debts, 
which they are fometimes permit- 
ted to contvact at the company’s 
factory ; and ali debts that are out- 
ftanding at the fucceflion of a new 
governor are entirely loft, as thev 
always declare, and bring plenty of 
witneffes to prove,’ that they were 
paid long befere, but that their 
names had been forgotten to be 
ftruck out of the book. 

* Notwithftanding all thefe bad 
qualities, they are the mildeft tribe 
of Indians that trade at any of the 
company’s fettlements; and as the 
greateft part of them are never 
heated with liquor, are always im 
their fenfes, and never proceed to 
riot, or any violence beyond bad 
language. 

“ The men are in general ver 
jealous of their wives, and 1 make 
no doubt but the fame {pirit réigns 
among the women; but they dre 
kept io much in awe of their hirf- 
bands, that the liberty of thinking 
is the greateft privileze they eniov. 
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The prefence of a northern Indian 
man ftrikes a peculiar awe into his 
wives, as he always aflumes the 
fame authority over them that the 
matter of a wre! in Europe ufu- 
ally does over his domeftic fervants. 

‘“* Their marriages are not at- 
tended with any ceremony; all 
matches are made by the parents, 
ornext of kin. On thofe occafions 
the women feem to have no choice, 
but implicitly obey the will of their 
parents, who always endeavour to 
marry their daughters to thofe that 
feem moft likely to be capahle of 
maintaining them, let their age, 
perfon, or difpofition, be ever fo 
defpicable. 

‘* The girls are always betrothed 
when children, but never to thofe 
of equal age, which is doubtlefs 
found policy with people in their 
fituation, where the exiftence of a 
family depends entirely on the abi- 
lities and induftry of a fingle man. 
Children, as they juftly obferve, are 
fo liable to alter in their manners 
and difpofition, that it is impofible 
to judge from the attions of early 
youth what abilities they may pof- 
fefs when they arrive at puberty. 
For this reafon the girls are often 
fo difproportionably matched for 
age, that it is very common to fee 
men of thirty-five or forty years 
old have young girls of no mote 
than ten or twelve, and fometimes 
much younger. From the early 
age of eight or nine years, they 
are prohibited. by cuftom from 
joining in the moft innocent a- 
mufements with children of the 
oppofite fexs fo that, when fitting 
in their tents, or even when tra- 
velling, they are watched and guard- 
ed with fuch an ubremitting atten- 
tlom, as cannot be exceeded by the 
inoft rigid difcipline of an Englit 
boarding-fehool. Cuftom, how- 
ever, aid conitant example, make 
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fuch uncommon reftraint and con. 
finement fit light and eafy even on 
children, whofe tender ages feem 
better adapted to innocent and 
chearful amufément, than to be 
cooped up by the fide of cld women, 
and conttantly employed in fcra- 
ping fkins, mending fhoes, and 
earning other domettic duties, ne- 
ceffary in the care of a family. 

* Notwithftanding thofe uncom- 
mon reftraints on the young girls, 
the conduct of their parents is by 
no means uniform or confiftent 
with this plan; as they fet no bounds 
to their converfation, but talk be- 
fore them, and even to them, on 
the moft indelicate fubjeéts. As 
their eats are accuftomed to fuch 
language from their earlieft youth, 
this has by mo means the fame 
effel on them it would have on 
girls botn and educated in 2 civi- 
lized country, whete every care is 
taken to prevent their morals from 
being contaminated by obfcene 
converfation. The fouthern In- 
dians are ftill lefs delicate in con- 
verfation, in the prefence of their 
children. 

“The women among the nor- 
thern Indians até in general more 
backward than the fouthern Indian 
women ; and though it is well 
known that neither tribe lofe any 
time, thofe early connections aré 
feldom produétive of childten for 
forthe vears. 

“ Divorces are pretty common 
arnong the northern Indians ; fome- 
times for incdntinency, but more 
frequently for want of what they 
deem neceffary accomiplifiiments, 
of for bad behaviour. This cere- 
tnony, in either cafe, confifts of 
neithér more nor lefs than a good 
drubbing, and turning the woman 
out of doofs; telling her to go td 
her paramour, or relations, accor’ 


ding to the nature of her crime. 
« Pros 














«¢ Providence is very kind in 
raufing thefe peopte to be lefs pro- 
lific than the inhabitants of civi- 
lized nations; it is very uncom- 
mon to fee one woman have more 
than five of fix children ; and thete 
are always born at fuch a diftance 
from one another, that the youagett 
is generally two or three years old 
before another is brought into the 
world. Their eafy births, and the 
ceremonies which take place on 
thofe occafions, have already been 
mentioned; 1 fhall therefore only 
obferve here, that they make no 
ufe of cradles, like the fouthern 
Indians, but only tie a lump of 
mofs between their legs; and al- 
ways carry their children at their 
backs, next the fkin, till they are 
able to walk. Thotgh their me- 
thod of treating young children is 
in this refpeét the moft uncouth and 
awkward I ever faw, there are few 
among them that can be called de- 
formed, and not one in fifty who is 
not bow-leyged. 

“ There are certain périods, at 
which they never permit the wo- 
men to abide in the fame tent with 
their hufbands. At fuch times, 
they are obliged to make a {mall 
hovel for themfelves at fome di- 
{tance from the other tents. As 
this isan univerfal cuftom among 
all the tribes, it ig alfo a piece of 
policy with the women, Upon atiy 
difference with their hufbands, to 
make that an excufe for a tempo- 
rary feparation; when, without any 
ctremony, they creep ‘out (as is 
their ufual ctftom on thofe occa- 
lions) under the eves of that fide of 
the tent at which they happen to be 
fitting; for at thofe times they are 
not perthitted to go in or out 
through the door. This cuftom is 
to generally prevalent among the 
woinen, that I have frequently 
known fome of the fulky dames 
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leave their hufbands and tent for 
four Or five days at a time, and re- 
peat the farcé twice or thrice in a 
month, while the poor men have 
never fufpected the deceit, or if 
they have, delicacy On their part 
has not perniitted them to enquire 
into the matter. I have known 
Matoénabbee’s handfonie wile, who 
eloped from him in May one thou- 
fand feven hundred arid feventy- 
one, live thun-nardy, as the¥ call 
it, (that is alone) for feveral weeks 
together, under this pretence; but 
as a proof he had fome fufpicion, 
fhe was always catefully watched, 
to prevent her from giving her 
company to any other nian. The 
fouthern Indians are alfo very de- 
‘titate in this point; for though thev 
do not force their wives to build 
a feparate tent, they never lie under 
the fame clothes during this period, 
It is, however, equally true, that 
the young girls, when thofe fymp- 
toms make their firft appearance, 
generally go a little diftance from 
the other tents for four or five days, 
and at their return wear a kind of 
veil or curtain, made of beads, for 
fome time after, as a mark of mo- 
deity; as they are then confidered 
marriagéable, and of courfe are 
called women, though fome at 
thofe periods are not more than 
thirteen, while others at the agé of 
fifteen or fixteen have been reckon- 
ed as children, though apparéntly 
arrived at nearly their full growth. 

** On thofe occafions a remark- 
able piece of fuperftition prevails 
among them; women in this fitu- 
ation are never permitted to walk 
On the ice of rivers or lakes, or 
near the part where the men are 
hiintirig beaver, or where 4 fifhing- 
net is fet, for fear of averting their 
fuccefs, They ate alfo prohibited 
at thofe times from partaking of tne 
head of any animal, and even from 
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walking in, or crofiing the track 
where the head of a deer, moofe, 
beaver, and many other animals, 
have lately been carried, either on 
a fledge or on the back. To be 
euilty of a violation of this cuftom 
is confidered as of the greateft im- 
portance; becaufe they firmly be- 
lieve that it would be a means of 
preventing the hunter from having 
an equal fuccefs in lis future ex- 
curfions. 

“ Thofe poor people live in fuch 
an inhofpitable part of the globe, 
that for want of firing they are fre- 
quently obliged to eat their victuals 
quite raw, particularly in the fum- 
mer feafon, while on the barren 
ground; but early cuftom and fre- 
quent neceffity makes this praétice 
fo familiar to them, that fo far 
from finding any inconvenience 
arife from it, or having the leatt 
diflike to it, they frequently do it 
by choice, and particularly in the 
article of fifh; for when they do 
make a pretence of drefling it, they 
feldom warm it through. I have 
frequently made one of a part 
who has fet round a frefh-killed 
deer, and affifted in picking the 
bones quite clean, when I thought 
that the raw brains and many other 
parts were exceedingly good; and, 
however ftrange it may appear, [ 
muft beftow the fame epithet on 
half-raw filh: even to this dav I 
give the preference to trout, fal- 
mon, and the brown tittemeg, when 
they are not warm at the bone, 

“ The extreme poverty of thofe 
Endians in general will not permit 
one halt of them to purchafe brafs 
kettles from the Company; fo that 
they are {till under the neceflity of 
continuing their original, mode of 
boiling their vidtuals in large up- 
right veffels made of birch-rind. 
As thofe veffels will not admit of 
being expofed to the fire, the In- 


dians, to fupply the defeét, heat 
ftones red-hot, and put them into 
the water, which foon occafions it 
to boil; and by having a conftant 
fucceffion of hot ftones, they may 
continue the procefs as long as it is 
neceflary. This method of cook- 
ing, though very expeditious, is 
attended with one great evil: the 
victuals which are thus prepared 
are full of fand; for the ftones thus 
heated, and then immerged in the 
water, are not only liable to fhiver 
to pieces, but many of them bein 
of a coarfe gritty nature, fall to a 
mafs of gravel in the kettle, which 
cannot be prevented from mixing 
with the victuals which are boiled 
in it. Befides this, they have feve- 
ral other methods of preparing 
their food, fuch as roafting it by a 
{tring, broiling it, &c. but thefe 
need no farther defcription.” 

‘¢ When northern Indians are at 
the factory, they are very liable to 
fieal any thing they think will be 
ferviceable ; particularly iron hoops, 
{mall bolts, fpikes, carpenters’ tools, 
and, in fhort, all fmall pieces of 
iron-work which they can turn to 
advantage, either for their own ufe, 
or for the purpofe of trading with 
fuch of their countrymen as feldom 
vifit the Company’s fettlement: 
among themfelves, however, the 
crime of theft is feldom heard of. 

*“ When two parties of thofe 
Indians meet, the ceremonies which 
pafs between them are quite diffe- 
rent from thofe made ufe of in Eu- 
rope on fimilar occafions; for 
when they advance within twenty 
or thirty yards of each other, they 
make a full halt, and in general 
fit or lie down on the ground, and 
do not {peak for, fome minutes. 
At length one of them, generally an 
elderly man, if any be in compaDys 
breaks filence, by acquainting the 
other party with every misfortune 
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that has befallen him and his com- 
panions from the laft time they had 
{een or heard of each other; and 
alfo of all deaths and other calami- 
ties that have befallen any other 
Indians during the fame period, at 
leaft as many particulars as have 
come to his knowledge. 

«© When the firit has finifhed his 


oration, another aged orator (if 


there be any) belonging to the 
other party, relates, in like manner, 
all the bad news that has come to 
his knowledge; and both parties 
never fail to plead poverty and fa- 
mine on all occafions. If thote 
orations contain any news that in 
the leaft affect the other party, it is 
not long before fome of them begin 
to figh and fob, and foon after 
break out into a loud cry, which is 
generally accompanied by mott of 
the grown perfons of both fexes; 

and fometimes it is common to fee 
them all, men, women, and chil- 
dren, in one univerfal howl. The 
young girls, in particular, are often 
very obliging on thofe occafions ; 
for I never remember to have feen 
a crying match (as I called it), but 
the greateft part of the company 
aflifted, although fome of them had 
no other reafon tor it, but that of 
feeing their companions do the 
fame. When the firft tranfports of 
grief fubfide, they advance by de- 
grees, and both parties mix with 
each other, the men always affoci- 
ating with the men, and the women 
withthe women. If they have any 
tobacco among them, the pipes are 
paffed round pretty freely, and the 
converfation foon becomes gene- 
ral. As they are on their firft 
meeting acquainted with all the bad 
news, they, have by this time no- 
thing left but good, which in gene- 
ral has fo far the predominance 
over the former, that in lefs than 
half an hour nothing but {miles 
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and cheerfulnefs are to be feen in 
every face; and if they be not real- 
ly in want, {mall pretents of pro- 
vifions, ammunition, and other ar- 
ticles, often take place; fometimes 
merely as a gift, but more frequently 
by way of trying whether they can. 
not get a greater prefent. 

“ They have but few diverfions ; 
the chief is {hooting ata mark with 
bow and arrows ; and another out- 
door game, called Holl, which in 
fome meafure refembies playing 
with quoits; only it is done with 
fhort clubs, fharp at one end. 
They alfo amufe themfelves at 
times with dancing, which is al- 
ways performed inthe night. Itis 
remarkable, that thofe people, 
though a diftiné& nation, have ne- 
ver adopted any mode of dancing 
of their own, or any fongs to which 
they can dance; fo that when any 
thing of this kind is attempted, 
which is but feldom, they always 
endeavour to imitate either the 
dog-ribbed or fouthern Indians, but 
more commonly the former, as few 
of they are fufliciently acquainted 
either with the foutHern Indian 
language, or their manner of danc- 
ing. The dog-ribbed method is 
not very difficult to learn, as it only 
confitts in lifting the feet alter- 
nately from the ground in a very 
guick fucceflion, and as high as 
poflible, without moving the body, 
which fhould be kept quite itill and 
motionlefs; the hands at the fame 
time being clofed, and held clote to 
the breait, and the head inclining 
forward. ‘This diverfion is always 
performed quite naked, except the 
breech-cloth, and at times that is 
alfo thrown off; and the dancers, 
who feldom exceed three or four at 
a time, alwavs ftand clofe to the 
mufic. The mufic may, by ftrain- 
ing a point, be callea both voeal 
and inftramental, though both are 
E 3 {ufs 
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fufficiently humble. The former 
is no more than a frequent repe- 
tition of the words hee, hee, hee, 
ho, ho, ho, &c. which, by a more 
or leis frequent repetition, dwelling 
longer on one word, and florter on 
another, and raifing and lowering 
the voice, produce fomething like 
a tune, and has the defired effect. 
This is always accompanied by a 
drum or tabor; and fometimes a 
kind of ratile is added, made with 
a piece of dried buffalo fkin, in 
fhape exactly like an oil-flalk, into 
whicu they put a few diot or peb- 
bles, which, when fhook about, 
produces mufic little inferior to the 
drum, theuch not fo loud. 

.“ This mode of dancing naked is 
performed only by the wen; for 
when the womea are ordered to 
dance, they alwavs exhibit without 
the tent, «> mufic which is played 
within it; and though their method 
of dancing is perfeé ly decent, yet 
it has ftill lefs meaning and action 
than that of the men; for a whole 
heap of them crowd together ina 
ftraight line, and jut “ufhe them- 
felves a little from right to left, and 
back again in the fame line, with- 
out lifting their feet from the 


grotnd; and when the mufic ftops,. 


they all give a little bend of the 
body and knee, fomewhat like an 
awkward curtfey, and pronounce, 
in a little fhrill tone, h-e-e, 
h-o 0-0-e. 

** Befide thefe diverfions, they 
have another fimple in-door game, 
which is that of taking a bit of 
wood, © button, or anv other fmall 
thing, and after fhifting it from 
band to hand feveral times, aiking 
their antagonift, which hand it is 
in? When playing at this game, 
which only adinits of two perfons, 
each of them have ten, fifteen, or 
twenty {mall chips of wood, like 
matches; and when one of the 





players gueffes right, he takes one 
of his antagoniti’s fticks, and lays 
it to his own; and he that firft gets 
all the fticks from the other in that 
manner, ig faid to win the game, 
which is generally for a fingle load 
of powder and fhot, an arrow, or 
fome other thing of inconfiderable 
value. 

«« The women never mix in any 
of their diverfions, not even in 
dancing; for when that is required 
of them, they always exhibit with- 
out the tent, as has been already ob- 
ferved ; nor are they allowed to be 
prefent at a feaft. In’eed, the whole 
courfe of their lives is one conti- 
nued fcene of drudgery, viz. car- 
rying and hauling heavy loads, 
drefling fkins for clothing, curing 
taeir provifions,and practifing other 
neceflary domettic duties which axe 
required jn a family, without en- 
joying the leaft diverfion of any 
kind, or relaxation, on any occa- 
fion whatever; and except in the 
execution of thofe homely duties, 
in which they are always inftrudcted 
from their intancy, their fenfes feem 
almoft as dull and frigid as the zone 
they inhabit. There are indeed 
fome exceptions to be met with 
among them, and I fuppafe it only 
requires indulzence and precept to 
make fome of them as lofty and in- 
folent as any women in the world, 
Though they wear their hair at full 
length, and never tie it up, like the 
fouthern Indians; and though not 
one in fifty of them is ever pofletf- 
ed of a comb, yet by a wonderful 
dexterity of the fingers, and a good 
deal of patience, they make fhift to 
ftroke it out fo as not to leave two 
hairs entangled; but when their 
heads are infefted with vermin, 
frem which very few of either fex 
are free, they mutually affift each 
other in keeping them under.” 

“ When any of the principal 
northern 











northern Indians die, it is generally 
believed that they are conjured to 
death, either by fome of their own 
countrymen, by fome of the South- 
ern Indians, or by fome of the 
Efquimaux: too frequently the fu- 
fpicion falls on the latter tribe, 
which is the grand reafon of their 
never being at peace with thofe 
poor and diftrefled people. For 
fome time paft, however, thofe 
Efquimaux who trade with our 
floops at Knapp’s bay, Navel’s bay, 
and Whale cove, are in perfeé 
peace and friendfhip with the nor- 
thern Indians; which is entirely 
owing to the protection they have 
for feveral years paft received from 
the chiefs at the Company’s fort 
at Churchill river, But thofe of 
that tribe who live fo far to the 
north, as not to have any inter- 
courfe with our veflels, very often 
fall a facrifice to the fury and fu- 
perftition of the northern Indians, 
who are by no means a bold or 
warlike people; nor can I think 
from experience, that they are par- 
ticularly guilty of committing acts 
of wanton cruelty on any other part 
of the human race befide the Ef- 
quimaux. Their hearts, however, 
are in general fo unfufceptible of 
tendernefs, that they can view the 
deepeft diftrefs in thofe who are not 
immediately related to them, with- 
out the leaft emotion; not even 
half fo. much as the generality of 
mankind feel for the fulferings of 
the meaneft of the brute creation. 
Ihave been prefent when one of 
them, imitating the groans, diftorted 
features, and contraéted pofition, 
of a man who had died in the moft 
excruciating pain, put the whole 
Company, except myfelf, into, the 
moft violent fit of laughter. 

‘The northern Indians never 
bury their dead, but always leave 
the Rodies where they die, fo that 


Prserirtion of the Persons, &c. of the Nontuern Inprans. [71} 


they are fuppofed to be devoured 
by beafts and birds of prey; fow 
which reafon they will not eat 
foxes, wolves, ravens, &c. unlefs it 
be through mere neceflity. 

“ The death of a near relation 
affects them fo fenfibly, that they 
rend all their clothes from their 
backs, and go naked, till fome per- 
fons lefs afflicted relieve them, 
After the death of a father, mother, 
hufband, wife, fon, or brother, they 
mourn, as it may be called, fora 
whole year, which they meafure b 
the moons and feafons, Thote 
mournful periods are not diftin- 
guifhed by any particular drefs, 
except that of cutting off the hair; 
and the ceremony confifts in almott 
perpetually crying. Even when 
walking, as well as at all other ine 
tervals from fleep, eating, and con— 
verfation, they inake an odd howl, 
ing noife, often repeating the re, 
lationfhip of the deceaicd. But 
as this is in a great meafure mere 
form and ¢uftom, fome of them 
have a method of foftening the 
harflinefs of the notes, and bring. 
ing them out in a more mufical 
tone than that in which they fing 
their fongs. When they reflect fe. 
riovtly on the lofs of a good friend, 
however, it has fuch an ctfeét on 
then: for the prefent, that they give 
an uncommou loole to their grief, 
At thofe times thev igem. to fym- 
pathile (througa cufiuinm) wigh each 
other’s afflictions fo muga, that 1 
have often feen feveral {cores of 
them crving in concert, when ag 
the fame time not above h.lf a 
dozen of them had any more reafon 
for fo doing than I had, unlefs it 
was tu preferve the old cuftom, and 
keep the others in countenance. 
The women are remarkably ob- 
liging on fuch occafions; and as 
no reftriction is laid on them, they, 
may with truth be faid to cry with 
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all their might and main; but in 
common converfation they are ob- 
liged to be very moderate.” 

“ Religion has nat as yet bezun to 
dawn among the northern Indians ; 
for though their conjurers do in- 
deed fing fongs, and make long 
{peeches, to fome beafts and birds 
of prey, as alfo to imaginary beings, 
which they fay afift them in per- 
forming cures on the fick, yet they, 
as well as their credulous neigh- 
bours, are utterly deftitute of every 
idea af practical religion. It is 
true, fome of them will reprimand 
their youth for talking difrefped- 
fully of particular beafts and birds ; 
but it is done with fo little energy, 
as to be often retorted back in de- 
rifion. Neither is this, nor their 
cuftom of not killing wolves and 
ee re univerfally ob- 

erved, and thofe who do it can 
only be viewed with more pity and 
contempt than the others; for I 
always found it arofe merely from 
the greater degree of confidence 
which they had in the fupernatural 
power of their conjurers, which 
induced them to believe, that talk- 
ing lightly or difrefpectfully of any 
thing they feemed to approve, 
would materially affeét their health 
and happinefs in this world: and 
i never found any of them that had 
the leaft idea of futurity. Mgto- 
nabbee, without one exception, was 
a man of as clear ideas in other 
matters as anv that I ever faw: he 
was not only a perfcct mafier of the 
fouthern Jndian languaye, and their 
belief, but could teil a better ftory 
of our Saviour’s birth and life, than 
one hal€ of thofe who call them- 
felves Chriftians ; yet he always 
declared to me, that neicher he, nor 
any of his countrymen, had an idea 
ora future flate. Though he had 
been taught to look on things of 
this kind as ufelefs, his own good 


fenfe had taught him to be an 
advocate for univerfal toleration ; 
and [ have feen him feveral times 
affift at fome of the moft facred rites 
performed by the fouthern Indians, 
apparently with as much zeal, as if 
he had given as much credit to them 
as they did: and with the fame libe- 
rality of fentiment he would, I am 
perfuaded, have affifted at the altar 
of aChriftian church, or ina Jewith 
fynagogue; not with a view to rea 
any advantage himfelf, but merely, 
as he obferveéd, to affift others who 
believed in fuch ceremonies. 

“« Being thus deflitute of all re. 
ligious control, thefe people have, 
to ufe Matonabbee’s own words, 
‘nothing to do but confult their 
‘own intereft, inclinations, and 
‘ paffions; and to pafs through this 
* world with as much eafe and con- 
‘ tentment as poflible, without any 
‘hopes of reward, or painful fear 
‘of punifhient, in the next.” In 
this fate of mind they are, when in 
profperiiy, the happieft of mortals ; 
for nothing but perfonal or family 
calamities can difturb their tran- 
guillity, while misfortunes of the 
leffer kind fit light on them. Like 
moft other uncivilized people, they 
bear bodily pain with great forti- 
tude, though in that refpeét cannot 
think them equal to the fouthern 
Indians. 

“ Old age is the greateft calamity 
that can befall a northern Indian ; 
for when he is paft labour, he is 
neglected, and treated with great 
difrefpe&, even by his own chil- 
dien. They not only ferve him 
laft at meals, but generally give him 
the coarfefland wortt of the vituals : 
and fuch of the fkins as they do not 
chufe to wear, are made up in the 
clumfieft manner into clothing for 
their aged parents; who, as they 
had, in all probability, treated the'r 
fathers and mothers with the fame 

negleét, 








peglect, in their turns, fubmitted 
patiently to their lot, even without 
a murmur, knowing it to be the 
common misfortune attendant on 
old age; fo that they may be faid 
to wait patiently for the melancholy 
hour when, being no longer capable 
of waiking, they are to be lefi alone 
to ftarve, and perifh for want. 
This, however fhocking and unna- 
tural it may appear, is neverthelefs 
fo common, that, among thofe 
people, one half at leaft of the aged 
verions of both fexes abfolutely die 
in this miferable condition, 

« The northern Indians call the 
Aurora Borealis Ed-thin; that is, 
Deer: and when that meteor is 
very bright, they fay that deer is 

lentiful in that part of the atmo- 
Saas; but they have never yet 
extended their ideas fo far, as to 
entertain hopes of tafting thofe ce- 
leftial animals. 

“ Befide this filly notion, they 
are very fuperftitious with refpeét 
to the exiltence of feveral kinds of 
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fairies, called by them Nant-e-na, 
whom they frequently fay they fee, 
and who are fuppofed by them to 
inhabit the different elements of 
earth, fea, and air, according to 
their feveral qualities. To one or 
other of thofe fairies they ufually 
attribute any change in their cir- 
cumftances, either for the better or 
worfe; and as they are led into this 
way of thinking entirely by the art 
of the conjurers, there is no fich 
thing as any general mede of be- 
lief; for thofe jugglers ditter fo 
much from each other in their ac- 
counts of thefe beings, that thofe 
who believe any thing they fay, 
have little to do but change their 
opinions according to the will and 
caprice of the conjyurer, who is 
almoft daily relating fome new 
whim, or extraordinary event, 
which, he fays, has been revealed 
to him in a dream, or by fome of 
his favourite fairies, when in a 
hunting excurfion.” 
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HEN I entered the Ni- 
migua country, my defign 
was to inveftigate every thing that 
had been faid of it at the Cape. 
How many tales had I not heard 
of this nation! what wonderful 
things concerning its manners, its 
arts, its treafures, &c.! The reader 
knows already what to think of its 
pretended mines of gold and filver : 
and the tales of its arts and its laws 
are on a par with thofe of its 
mines, 

** Kolben is the man who has 
ftamped authority on all thefe fables, 





Even {, having no idea refpecting 
thefe diftant and unknown people, 
gave fome credit to the dreams of 
this writer. In confequence, as I 
penetrated into the interior of A- 
frica, and vifited the Hottentots, I 
every where fought the traces of 
that flourifhing agriculture, ‘ which 
‘ they underitand incomparably 
* better than the Europeans of the 
‘ Cape, who frequently apply to 
‘ them for advice on the fubject.’ 
I was defirous of feeing fome of 
thofe folemn marriage ceremonies, 
which a prieft performs, and which 
he 


[74] 





- IE EE 


he legitimates by fprinkling the 
fiewly united couple with his urine. 
1 withed to vifit the public prifons 
of thefe people, and be prefent at 
the fittings of their tribunals, and 


- the decrees of their fovereign coun- 


cil. Perhaps I had deftroyed mon- 
fters enough in Africa to afpire to 
the honour of being admitted into 
that order of knighthood ; the pro- 
refs and ceremonials of which the 
fiftorian has defcribed with na lefs 
mp than minutenefs. 
« Alas! all thefe fplendid chi- 
meras vanifhed before me. Reli- 
gion, police, laws, military tactics, 


_orders of battle, treaties of peace, 


experienced generals, prifoners of 
war, vanquifhers and vanquithed, 
were all romances exifting only in 
the brain of the author, and in the 
taverns where they had been told 
him by thofe wha made him their 
fport. 

* Thirty or forty years after the 
publication of his voyage, abbe de 
la Caille made fome itay at the 
Cape, and thus was enabled, on 
fome points at leaft, to pafs judg. 
ment on the work. He fpoke of 
it as |e ought, and as it deferves, 
Since la Caille, other travellers have 
given their opinions of Kolben ; 
and the learned now know how far 
they may rely on the accounts of 
that traveller. 

* To liften to him, in all the 
Hottentot tribes without exception, 
mothers have the inhuman preju- 
dice of refolving not to have twins, 
and the abominable cuftom of de- 
ftroying one of thetwo, If the twins 
contift of twa boys, or two girls, 
they kill the weaker of the two; if 
a boy and girl, the girl, he fays, is 
the victim: and he blufhes not to 
avow, that he has witneiled thefe 
crimes. 

*“ Now I aver, that this charge 
is the blackeft calumny againft na- 
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ture that ever defiled the pen of 9 
writer deftitute of modefty. The 
fight of the two twins of one of the 
wives of the chief was fufficient to 
convince me of this. However, 
as thefe children might have been 
an €xception to the general law for 
fome particular feakons, I refolved 
to interrogate their father refpedt- 
ing this pretended maffacre. 

*¢ Every morning before I went 
a-hunting, he came to fee me with 
his two wives, and régale himfelf 
with a pipe of tobacco and a /opje, 
or fmalk glafs, of brandy. Though 
his anguage was different from that 
of the Hottentots on the weftera 
coatt, yet, in the two months I had 
{pent in the country. I had learned 
to underftand it a litthe, and make 
myfelf underftood, | 

*¢ One day as I was fitting on 
the grafs, near my tent, with hin 
and his two wives, I turned thee 
converfatien to the fubje& of the 
twins, and afked his wife whether, 
if fhe fhould have twins again, fhe 
would net deftroy one of them? 
This queftion appeared to offend 
her: the kept filence, and fell into 
adeep mufing. But her hufband, 
turning towards me, and remit ding 
me that I had feverat times afke 
him fimilar queftions, declared with 
warmth, that fuch a facrifice was 
impofiible. 

‘ Thus we fee how juft are the 
whites, who, believing Kolben, ac- 
cufe the Nimiquas of a crime fo 
abominable as to be an outrage as 
gainft the common mother of all 
beings. | 

‘“ I will here add, that the Ni- 
miquas not only do not make away 
with one of their. twins when they 
have them, but preferve aad bring 
up all their children, This duty is 
fo natural, that I could not have 
made them comprehend an idea re- 


u t to it. 
a all “, Befide. 











- 4 Befide the grand and revolting 
charge of which 1 have juft {poken, 
J had heard, refpecting the Greater 
Nimicguas, ahother abfurd fable, 
the falfehood of which I equally 
verified. This was not told me at 
the Cape, like the preceding one: 
I had it from Klaas Bafter, who, 
being born near Orange River, 
might have known fome things re- 
fpecting thefe people with cer- 
tainty. 

« According to him, the fathers, 
ta fhew what affection they bear 
their children, feed their eldett in 
a particular manner, as heing of 
right the firft object of paternal 
gare. For this purpofe, they put 
him in a coop, as it were: that is, 
they fhut him up in a trench made 
under their hut, where, being de- 
prived of motion, he lofes little by 
perfpiration, while they feed and 
cram him jn a manner with milk 
and greafe. By degrees the child 
fattens, and gets as round as a bar- 
rel; and when he is come to fuch 
4 ftate as nat to be able to walk, 
but to bend under his own weight, 
ghe parents exhibit him to the ad- 
miration of the horde ; who, fram 
that period, conceive more or le{s 
efteem and confideration for the 
family, accordingly as the monfter 
has acquired more or lefs rotundity. 

“ Such was the account given 
me by Klaas Bafter; and though it 
appeared to me altogether impro- 
bable, yet the narrator related fo 
many particulars, af which he pre- 
tended to have been an eye-witnefs ; 
he had fo little intereft in impofing 
Ypon me; andthe human mind, in 
uncultivated and igaorant nations, 
appears fometimes capable of fuch 
fenfelefs cuttoms and prejudices, 
that, notwithftanding my reluc- 
tance, I could not avoid believ- 
ing it. 

“* Soon, however, I was und¢- 
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ceived. Wherever I afked any 

ueftions on the fubjeét, i faw that 
the people to whom I addrefled 
myfelf were ready to laugh in my 
face. Still, as it appeared ftrange 
to me, that a man fhould talk of 
what he had feen; when he had in 
reality feen nathing; as it was pof- 
fible, that the fable might have 
fome foundation, without being 
true in all its particulars, J] was 
willing to convince myfelf what 
could have given rife to it; and, 
every time I vifited a horde, I took 
care, under different pretences, to 
examine, one after another, all the 
huts of the kraal, and to afk which 
was the eldeft child of the family : 
but I no where faw any thing that 
indicated eitherthis pretended coop, 
or this pretended cramming. 

“ Tt is probable that fuch’a tale 
may haye originated amogg the 
planters refiding on the’ Namero, 
and in the neighbourhood of the 
country of the Nimiquas; that it 
was a pleafantry of fome:wit of | 
the place on the leannefs of thete 
people, which indeed is extreme; 
and that Klaas Bafter, the fan of a 
Hottentot and a planter, having had 
it inftilled into hin in his infancy, 
had finifaed, like other romancers, 
by aflerting tuat he had feen what 
he had only been told. And thus 
it is, that, throughout the whole of 
the colony of the Vape, the planters 
and even the Hottentots w:li affure 
you, that {prinkling with urine as 
practifed in the mafriage ceremo- 
nies of the favage hordes.” 

“ In fize, the Greater Nimiquas 
are taller than the other Hottentot 
tribes. They appear even to ex- 
ceed in height the. tsonaquas, though 
perhaps they do not in reality. 
Theig fender bones, delicate air, 
thin fhape, and fmall legs, every 
thing, in fhort, even to their cloaks, 
which reach from their fhoulders to 
the 





| 
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the ground, contributed to the il- 
lufion.. On feeing the bodies of 
thefe men as flender as the ftem of 
atree, you would almoft fuppofe 


_them to have paffed through thein- 


ftrument of a wire-drawer. 

“ Lefsdeep in colour than the 
Caffres, they have at the fame time 
more pleafing features than the 
other Hottentots, becaufe their nofe 
is leis flattened, and their cheeks 
lefs prominent. But their cold and 
unmeanjyg countenances, their 
phlegméatic and immoveable air, give 
them a particular character by 
which they are diftinguifhed. Eve- 
ry time I looked at them, I fancied 
I beheld one of thofe lank, long- 
vifaged, gothic figures placed at 
the church-doors in certain catho- 
lic countries as if to ferve as fen- 
tinels. 

“ [ have already faid, that the 
women do not fhare this tranquil 
apathy. Gay, lively, {fportive, and 
loving. much to laugh, you would 
fuppofe them to be formed of dif- 
ferent materials. Itis eafy enough 
to conceive, that a man and wife 
may live peaceably together, not- 
withttanding fuch difference of dif- 
pofition ; but it is not eafy to under- 
fiand or explain how fuch melan- 
choly fathers can beget daughters fo 
gay, or fuch fprightly women bear 
fons fo dull. 

“ The krofs differs not at all in 
fhape from the Hottentot cloak ; 
only, as I have before remarked, it 
is longer. Many of them ufe the 
fkins of the hycena, the jackal, or 
the ifatis, when they are lucky e- 
nough to procure a fufticiency to 
make a krofs. 

‘© ‘They ornament them with 
glafs beads, and plates of copper, 
which they obtain from the Hot- 
tentots of the colony. I found a- 
‘mong them a particular fort of 
thefe beads, confifting of little long 





tubes of different colours, and tranf. 
parent. Thefe being unknown at 
the Cape, I wifhed to know whence 
the favages procure’ them. They 
informed me, that they got them 
by barter with other neig ibouring 
nations, who had them only at the 

“fecond hand; and that they came 
originally from the blacks who 
dwelt on the coaft of the Indian 
fea, to the eaft of Africa, by whom 
they were fabricated. 

“ If the beads of which I am 
fpeaking were ftones or gems co- 
loured by nature, it might be be. 
lieved that the blacks of the weft, 
after having reduced them to little 
pieces, might know how to fhape 
and perforate them; as the favages 
of Guiana do with the amazonian 
ftone, Ihave found coloured fub- 
ftances in feveral rocks on the weft 
of Africa, and there may be the 
fame on the eaft. But thefe in 

ueftion are enamels; that is to 
ie. glafs, made by fufion and 
formed by blowing. Now as fuch 
an operation requires, not only for 
the melting, but alfo for the com- 
pofition of the colours, confiderable 
{kill, implements, chemical know- 
ledge, &c. I think it may be affirm- 
ed, without any great rafhinefs, that 
the negroes of the eaft were never 
matters of fuch an art; and that the 
enamels they fell to their neigh- 
bours probably come from the Por- 
tuguefe colonies of Mofambique. 
I have in my cabinet one of thefe 
girdles of glafs beads, and I can 
affert that it is neither of French nor 
Dutch manufacture. 

“© Befide the kind of decoration 
which I have juft defcribed, the 
Greater Nimiquas ufe another, that 
of daubing their hair with a thick 
layer of greafe, mingled with the 
powder of different odoriferous 
woods. Many of them tattoo their 


faces, arms, and even bodies. But 
the 
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the latter cuftom is not fo prevalent 
among them, as among other peo- 
ple more to the north. This too 
may be a native cuftom, which the 
fame fpirit of coquetry that gave 
rife to it in other nations may have 
equally prompted the Nimiquas to 
invent. 

« Asto religion, divine worfhip, 
iefts, temples, and the idea of an 

immortal foul, they are all non- 
entities to them. On thefe fub- 
jeats, like all the reft of the favages 
their neighbours, they have not the 
flighteft notion. 

«© Nature has told them, fuffi- 
ciently plain, not to do to another 
what they would not another fhould 
do to them; and their little aflo- 
ciations, which are a commence- 
ment of civilization, lead them in 
this refpe& farther than many cul- 
tivated people, by enjoining them 
to do to others as they would be 
done by.” 

“© After what I have faid of the 
phlegmatic temper of the Nimi- 
quas, it will be fuppofed that they 
are by no means warlike. Yet, 
like the furrounding nations, they 
have their @ffagays and poifon- 
ed arrows; and like them can 
handle, thefe arms with dexterity. 
They poffefs alfo thofe war-oxen, 
fo formidable in battle, and fo fa- 
vourable to the cowardice or in- 
activity of the combatants. They 
have even a peculiar implement of 
war, which their neighbours have 

not. This is a large buckler, of 
the height of the.perfon who bears 
it, behind which the Nimiqua can 
— conceal himfelf. But, 
befide that his natural apathy pre- 


vents him from giving or taking 
offence, he is in reality pufillani- 
mous and cowardly from the cold- 
nefs of his difpofition. To utter 
only the name of Houzouana betore 
Nim is fufficient to make him trem- 
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ble. This name is that of a neigh- 
bouring nation, born brave and 
warlike, and diftinguifhed from o- 
ther African nations by peculiar 
features. I fhall foon have occa- 
fion to {peak of them. 

“ Nowithftanding his frigidity, 
the Nimiqua is not infenfible to 
pleafure. Heeven fecks with avi- 
dity thofe which, requiring but 
little exertion, are capable of agi- 
tating him and procuring agreeable 
fenfations. Every evening, as foon 
as the fire was kindled in my camp 
thirty or forty perfons, men and 
women, would come and fit with 
my people in a circlé round it. For 
fome time a profound filence was 
maintained ; at length one of them 
would open his mouth to relate a 
ftory, and would then fpeak with- 
out ceafing for hours together. 

“ J was not fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the language to compre- 
hend the whole of the narration; 
but I underftood, that # commonly 
related to fome event to the honour 
of the nation, and that the unfor- 
tunate hero of the tale was almoff 
always a hyena, a lion, or a How- 
zouana. Every now and then, the 
orator was interrupted by the noif 
fallies of the women who thook 
their very fides with laughter. The 
imen, without taking any fhare ia 
this extravagant mirth, reafoned 
gravely, and with an appearance of 

profound thought, on the circum- 
{tances they had juft heard. Ina the 
midft of this grote(que and incon- 
gruous picture, I amufed mytfclf 
with the dignity of ‘the reafoners;« 
while the women, who faw me 
finile, and knew that I underftood 
nothing of the tale, redoubled their 
laughter tillthey were out of breath, 
« Their mufical inftroments are 
the fame es thofe of the other Hot- 
tentots; but their dancing is very 
different, and refembles the-temper’ 
of 
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af the nation, If the countenance 
have received from nature, features 
that can exprefs our pailions, the 
body has alfo its attitudes and 
movements that paint our temper 
and feelings. The dance of the 
Nimigua is frigid, like himfelf, and 
fo devoid of grace and hilarity, 
that, ‘were it not for the extreme 
gaiety of the women, it might be 
called the dance of the dead. 

« Thefe tortoifes, to whom dan- 

cing is a fatigue, thow little eager- 
uels for any thing but wagers, 
rames of calculation and chance, 
and all the fedentary amufements 
which requiye patience and reflec- 
tion, of which they are more ca- 
pable than they are of motion. 

* One of their favourite games 
is what they call the tiger and the 
lambs: It is nearly as follows: 
I fay nearly; for I never underftood 
it fulfitiently to be able clearly to 
explain it. 

* An oblong fquate is traced on 
the ground, in which dre made a 
certain number of holes, two or 
three inches deep, forming a fort 
of chefs-table. The holes are made 
in ranks, fide by fide, but the num- 
ber is not fixed. tf have feenthem 
varying from twenty to fofty.— 

“ To play, they take a Certain 
number of pieces of fheep’s-dung, 
hardened by drying, proportionate 
to the number of holes, and which 
reprefent lambs. Some of the 
holes aré alfo called lambs, and 
into thefe are put balls. The holes 


that remain empty; aré called tigers. ’ 


Perhaps they reprefent only differ: 
ent dens of the fame animal, and the 
retreats or ambuicades which he 
occupies fucceflively one after the 
other. The player begins by tak- 
ing fome lambs out of their holes, 
and putting them into other holes 
of the tiger. Perhaps this tiger 
has a regular movement like fome 
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of our pieces at chefs, and the ape 
of the player confifts in avoiding 
this movement, to fave his lambs, 
and prevent them from being de. 
voured, At leaft, when it has beeq 
rey to place them elfewhere, 
l have feen him double his atten. 
tion; but he fometimes brings them 
together or feparates them in fuch 
a. confufed manner, that, being un. 
able to follow the game, I have 
beer, confounded by the move- 
ments, and could comprehend no-. 
ane tarther, till the mement when 
the flakes were taken up, 

** There is another game, which, 
being much more wi, becaufe it 
is fimply a game of chance, is on 
that account fo much the more 
dangerous; for the Nimiquas, fond 
of it to diftraction; frequently ritk, 
in playing at it, their herds and all 
they poflefs. It confiderably re. 
fembles our huftle-cap. The feed 
of the mimofa of the country is a 
fort 6f bean, which conftitutes the 
principle food of the giraffe. The 
take a ¢ertdin nitmbet of thefe 
feeds, engrave fome mark on one 
of their fides; which anifwers the 
fame purpofe to them that the 
head or the tail of a piece of mo- 
ney does to our gamblers, and, 
after they have huftled them fome 
time between their two hands, they 
throw them onthe ground,, wher 
they have nothing to do but to 
count whether the marked or un- 
marked fides uppermoft are mott 
numerous, 

«“ This game, contrived equally 
to pleafe the indolent, becaufe it 
does not fatigue them, and the ftu- 
pid, becaufe it requires no capacity- 
of thought, wonderfully delighted 
my Hottentots, They foon gave 
into it with fuch ardour, that they 
did nothing elfe from morning to 
night; and many of them, after 
having loft all they poflefled, ftaked# 

as 








as their laft refource, the allowance 
of tobacco and, brandy. that they 
were to receive the fucceeding 
days. 

“ Nothing now was left for them 
but to rob me; and I had reafon to 
fear they would do fo. ‘To cut off 
the temptation, I re-eftablifhed an 
equality of fortune among them, 
by reftoring to each what he had 
loft, aware that the fole hope of re- 

aining this makes gamblers; and 

had then etek roclamations 
to prevent in future {uch diforder 
in my camp. 

“ Several Nimiquas had accom- 
panied me from the former horde 
to this; they appeared even to take 
pleafure in being with me; but, 
the moment my people were pro- 
hibited from playing with them, 
they no longer found my camp fo 
agreeable, and came to announce 
to me their departure. 

‘© Neverthelefs, as they had eve- 
ty reafon to be fatisfied with my 
conduét towards them, they ex- 
predied, on quitting me, great friend- 

1ip and attachment; and, as [ had 
juft purchafed fome oxen for my 
waggons, they even offered to take 
them under their care, and deliver 
them to Swanepoel at my er > on 
the Orange River. This offer I 
accepted, In return, I made them 


a few prefents; I entrufted them 
with my cattle, after having mark- 
ed them; and they went away fa- 
tisfied, 

* Scarcely had they quitted me, 
when one of my Hottentots*came 
He was de- 


to alk a favour of me. 
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firous of making one of the Nimi- 

uds of the horde a. prefent of a. 
doe cow. He had alreddy fome- 
thing towards pay ing for her, which 
he had gained at play: but he had 
not enough, and requefted me 
to advance him, im part of his 
wages, a little hard-ware, that he 
might have it in his power to con- 
clude his bargain. 

“ A gift of fuch confequence 
implied fome great fervice received, 
Before I aflented to his requeft, I 
would know what had given rife to 
it; and I found that the cow was 
not a prefent, but an article of bar- 
ter. My Hottentot was in love 
with the daughter of the Nimiqua ; 
and, to obtain her, he had offered 
him a cow, which the Nimiqua 
had confented to accept. 

“ In this manner are marriages 
made in all the African nations; 
and fuch was originally the cultom 
throughout the world, before the 
imagination of poets, and the po- 
licy of civilized focieties, had fub- 
ftituted in the ftead of love a repre- 
fentative, who, under the name of 
Hymen, claiming alone the right 
of uniting the fonts, contributes 
but too often to dilturb and de- 
prave their union. Among fa- 
vages there is no contract, uo wit- 
nels, no ceremony. A man and 
woman pleafe each other; they 
live together; and this conftitutes 
them hufband and wife. If the 
woman have parents, fhe is confis 
dered as their property, and of 
courfe they muft either give or 
fell her.”’ 
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Prcrure of the Hovzovawnas, the probable original Stem of the variouy 


Tribes of 


OTTENTOTS. 


[From the Third Volume of the fame Work.] 


“ HE Houzowanas are of 
low ftature; and a perfon 
five feet four inches in height is ac- 
counted among them very tall; but 
in their little bodies, perfectly well 
proportioned, are united, with fur- 
prifing ftrength and agility, a cer- 
tain air of affurance, boldnefs, and 
haughtinefs, which awes the be- 
holder, and with which I was greatly 
a. Of abl the favage races, 
have feen none that appeared to, 
be endowed with fo aétive a mind, 
and fo hardy a conftitution. 

“ Their head, though it exhibits 
the principal charatteriftics of that of 
the Hottentot, is, however, rounder 
towardsthe chin. They are alfo not 
fo black in complexion; but have 
the lead colour of the Malays, diftin- 
— at the Cape by the name of 

ouguinée, Their hair, more woolly, 

is fo fhort that L imagined at firft 
their heads to have been fhaved. 
The nofe too is ftill flatter than 
that of the Hottentots; or, rather, 
“2 feem altogether deftitute of a 
nofe; what they have confifting 
only of two broad nottrils which 
proje& at moft but five or fix lines, 
Accordingly, mine being the only 
one in the company formed after 
the European manner, I appeared 
in their eyes as a being disfigured 
by nature. They could not be re- 
conciled to this difference, which 
they confidered as a monftrous de- 
formity ; and, during the firft days 
of my refidence among them, I faw 
their eyes continually fixed on my 
countenance, with an air of afto- 
nifhment truly laughable. 

“ From this conformation of the 
noie, a Houzouana, when feen in 


profile, is the reverfe of haridfome, 
and confiderably réefembles an ape, 
When beheld in front, he prefents, 
on the firft view, an extraordina 
appearance, as half the face feems 
to be fore-head. The features,’ 
however, are fo expreffive, and the 
eyes fo large and lively, that, not. 
withftanding this fingularity of look, 
the countenance is tolerably agree. 
able. 

“ As the heat of the climate in 
which he lives renders clothing un- 
neceflary, he continues during the 
whole year almoft entirely naked, 
having no other covering than a 
very {malljackal-fkin faftened round 
his loins by two thongs, the extres’ 
mities of which hang down to his 
knees. Hardened by this conftant 
habit of nakednefs, he becomes fo’ 
infenfible to the variations of the 
atmofphere, that, when he removes 
from the burning fands of the kevel 
country to the fnow ‘and hoar-fro 
of his mountains, he feems indif- 
ferent to and not even to feel the 
cold, , 

*¢ His hut in no-wife refembles’ 
that of the Hottentot. It appears 
as if cut vertically through the 
middle; fo that the hut of a Hot-* 
tentot would make two of thofe of 
the Houzouanas: During their. 
emigrations, they leave them ftand- 
ing, in order that, if any other’ 
horde of the fame nation pafs that 
way, they may make ufe of them. 
When on a journey, they have no- 
thing to repofe on but a mat fuf- 
pended from two fticks, and placed 
in an inclined pofition. They of- 
ten even fleep on the bare ground. 
A projecting rock is then — 
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to fheitér them; for every, thing is 
fuited toa people whofe) conftitu- 
tians are proof againit the {everett 
fatigue. Jf, however, they ftop 
any where to fojourn for a while, 
and find materials proper for con- 
f{tructing huts, they then formea 
kraal; but they abandon it on their 
departure, as is the cafe with all 
the huts which they erect. 

«“ This cuftom of labouring for 
others of their tribe announces a 
focial chara¢ter and’ a benevglent 
difpotitiof. They are, indeed, not 
only affectionate hufbands and good 
fathers, but excellent companions. 
When they inhabit a kraal, there is 
no fuch thing among them as pri- 
vate property ; whatever they paf- 


fefs isin common. If two hordes’ 


of the fame nation meet, the recep- 
tion is on both fides friendly; they 
afford each other mutual protec- 
tion, aud confer reciprocal obliga- 
tions. In fthortjothey treat one 
another as brethren, though per- 
haps they are perfec ftrangers, and 
have never feen each other before. 
“ Active and nimble by nature, 
the Houzouana confiders it as a- 
mufement to climb mountains and 
the moft elevated peaks; and their 
fkill in this re{peét was very advan- 
tageoue to me. ‘The rivulet near 
which l encamped had a copper 
tafte and a nawfeous {mell, ‘hich 
rendered it impofhible for me to 
drink the water, My cattle, ac- 
cuftomed to the bad water of the 
country, were fatisfied with it: but 
I was afraid that it might injure 
my people; -and I would, on that 
account, not permit them to ufe it. 
The Houzouanas had no milk to 
give me, as they poffeffed only a 
few wretched cows which they had 
plundered. Having afked them if 
they knew of any good fpring in 


the neighbourhood, to which I 
could fend my company to procure 
1796. 


[8] 


a fupply of water, they fet out 
themielves in an inftant, without 
making mea reply, clambered up 
their mountains, and in lefs thar 
two hours brought back all my 
leather bottles and veilels full of 
excellent water. 

“ During the whole time of my 
refidence on the rivulet, they ren- 
dered me the fame fervice, ua 
formly difplaying the fame zeal and 
the fame readinefs. One of thefe 
expeditions: would have employed 
my Hottentots a whole day. 

*“ When on a journey, {carcity 
of water gives them no uneafinefs, 
even in the middlevof a defert. 
By a particular art they can difto- 
ver water that is concealed in the 
bowels of the earth; and their in- 
ftinét, in this point, is even fupe- 
rior to that of the other Afticans, 
Animals, in like cafes of diftrefs, 
find water alfo; but it is only by 
the fmell. There muff be a cur- 
rent of air to convey to'them the 
exhalation which rifes from it; and 
confequently they muft be to the 
windward. ‘While I refided in the 
defert, during my firft journey, my 
favages had fhown more than once 
the fimse faculty; and I myfelf ac- 
quired it alfo from their inftruction, 
as [ have mentioned in my narra- 
tive. 

“* The Houzouana, more expert, 
employs only his fight. He throws 
himfelf flat on the ground, takes a 
diftant view, and, if the {pace which 
he traverfes with his eye conceals 
any fubterranean fpring, he ‘rifes 
and points with his finger to the 
{pot where it is to be found. The 
only thing by which he difcovers 
it is that ethereal and fubtile exha- 
lation which evaporates from ever 
current of water, when not fank 
to too great a depth. 

“ With regard to pools and 
other collections formed by the 

’ rain, 
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rain, as their evaporation is more 
fenfible, they are dif{coverable even 
when hid by an eminence or a hill; 
and the vapour of ftreams, fuch as 
rivers or rivulets, being ftill more 
abundant, is fo diftinétly marked 
by it, that their courfe and even 
all their finuofities may be traced. 

«‘ J endeavoured to learn this art 
of the Houzouanas, during the 
time I refided amongft them. I 
followed their example, and prae- 
tifed their leffons; and was at 
length able to make fimilar difco- 
veries, and with as much certainty. 
My talent, however, was far from 
being fo extenfive as theirs; for, 
owing either to the natural weak- 
nefs of my fight or the want of ex- 
perience, I could diftinguifh water 
at no greater diftance than three 
hundred paces, while they could 
perceive it at adiftance much more 
confiderable, 

“ The only arms of the Hou- 
zouanas are bows and arrows. The 
arrows, which are very fhort, are 
carried on the fhoulder ina quiver, 
about eight inches in length, and 
four in diameter, made of the bark 
of the aloe, and covered with the 
fkin of a large f{pecies of lizard, 
which thefe wanderers find in all 
their rivers, particularly on the 
banks of Orange and Fifh River. 

“© Obliged to maintain a nume- 
rous troop, and being defirous that 
the whole horde fhould participate 
in my game, of which I procured 
abundance, I went out daily to 
the chace, always accompanied by 
a great number of the Houzouanas. 
It } hunted in the mountains, J 
climbed the rocks withthem. In 
the plain I ufed one of my horfes ; 
but, whether they followed me or 
were employed in driving towards 
me the zebras and antelopes, they 
Showed themfelves indefatigable ; 
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and, however faft I rode, I alwavs 
found them keep pace with me. © 

“* My people, prejudiced againtt 
this nation, were filled with alarm 
whenever they faw me thus occu. 
pied, Every report of my gun 
made them tremble. They conti. 
nually imagined that the Houzoua- 
nas were in the ac of affaflinating 
me, and that they fhould after. 
wards experience themfelves the 
fame fate; and they never beheld 
me return to my camp without tefti- 
fying their joy, confiderifg me as a 
man efcaped from death. 

** For myfelf, being daily em. 
ployed in rendering them fervices, 
and feeing thefe favages, on their 
part, ever ready to oblige me, [ 
laughed at fuch vain terrors. In 
my way of judging, I had nothing 
to apprehend trom a people who 
gained fo much by my prefence, 
and who would, confequently, have 
been confiderable lofers by my 
death. 

** During the long excurfiong 
which we made together, they in 
no inftance belied their charaéter. 
In many refpeéts they appeared to 
refemble the Arabs, who, being 
alfo wanderers, and like them brave 
and addiéted to rapine, adhere with 
unalterable fidelity to their engage- 
ments, and defend, even to the laft 
drop of their blood, the traveller 
who civilly purchafes their fervices, 
and puts himfelf under their pro- 
tection. 

“ If my plan of traverfing from 
fouth to north the whole of Africa 
was at all praéticable, I repeat it, 
it could have been accomplifhed 
only with the Houzouanas. I am 
convinced that fifty men of this 
temperate, brave, and indefatigable 
nation would have been fuflicient 
to enable me to carry it into exe- 


cution; and I fhall always regret 
tak 








that I became acquainted with them 
too late for the trial, and at a pe- 
riod when numberlefs misfortunes 
had compelled me, for a time at 
beaft, to renounce the idea.”’ 

« The Hourouanas, being known 
only by their incurfions and plun- 
dering, are in the colonies often 
confounded with the Bofhmen, and 
diftinguifhed by the fame appella- 
tion. Sometimes, however, from 
their tawny colonr, they are called 
Chinefe Hottentots; and, by means 
of this double denomination, jill- 
informed travellers may eafily be 
led into an error, of which the con- 
fequence mutt be, that their narra- 
tives will be replete with abfurdity 
and falfehoods. 

“ Their real name, and the only 
one which they give themfelves, is 
that of Houzouana; and they have 
nothing in common with the Both. 

en, Who are not a diftin@ peo- 
ple, but a mere collection of fugi- 
tives and free-booters. The Hou- 
zouanas form no alliances but a- 
mong themfelves. Being almott 
always at war with the furrounding 
nations, they never mix with them; 
and, !f they confent at any time to 
acmit a ftranger into their hordes, 
it is only after a long acquaintance, 
a fort of apprenticefhip, during 
which he has given proofs of his 
fidelity, and eftablifhed his courage. 
‘The Hottentot whom 1] found there 
had fubmitted to this trial, and 
from) the manner in which he had 
acquitted himfelf was held in the 
higheft eftimation. 

* ‘Though the Houzouanas are 
wanderers in their country, and 
{pend the greater part of the year 
in emigrations and difiant excur- 
fions, they inhabit an immenfe di- 
firift, of which, indeed, they are 
almoft the fole inhabitants, and 
from which, in my opinion, no 
uation would be able to expel them. 
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It forms that part of Africa which, 
in a direction from eaft to weft, ex- 
tends from Caffraria to the country 
of the Greater Nimiquas. With 
regard to its breadth, from fouth to 
north, I am ignorant of its extent ; 
but I believe it to be very confider- 
able; not only becaufe an im- 
menfe territory is neceffary to fo 
wandering a people, but alfo be- 
caufe I have reafon to think the in- 
dividuals of this mation to be very 
numerous. 

“© What particularly infpired 
me with a predilection in their 
favour, was their open and {miling 
countenance. Such is the habitual 
ftate of their features, that the 
gloomy and dubious impreflion of 
uneafinefs and miftru(t is never 
perceptible on them. The Hou- 
zouana, it is true, has violent paf- 
fions, and, when he is under their 
influence, they are depicted on his 
countenance in a forcible and ftrik- 
ing manner: but the ftorm is of 
fhort duration; he foon comes to 
himfelf, and his face inftantly re- 
fumes the expreflion of ‘his frank, 
unfufpeéting, and loyal mind. 

" ) sme all the other African 
nations, almoft without exception, 
I found an imbecile ftupidity, which 
made them enraptured with every 
thing I carried with me for my ufe. 
The Houzouanas contemplated 
them with thofe emotions of cu- 
riofity which every produétion of 
induftry would naturally excite in 
a people deftitute of arts; but, this 
curiofity was neither {tupid admi- 
ration nor the childifh delire of fa- 
vages in general. 

© Nothing filled them with real 
aftonifiment but my _ fire-arms. 
During the whole time they were 
with me, thefe were the fubjeéts of 
their attention and difcourie. But 


it is to be obferved, I had endea. 
voured to infpire them with the 
F 3 


greatett 
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greateft terror by difplaying their 
effects. I never fuffered them to 
touch my fufees, and | was parti- 
cularly careful not to fhow them 
the mode of ufing them. When 
once they had imbibed the defire of 
pofletiing them, perhaps it would 
not be long before they would con- 
trive means of procuring them; 
and then how dangerous would be 
thefe mountaineers to the planta- 
tions, and even to the Cape itfelf ; 
fince, fecure from attack in their 
mountains, and indefatigable in 
their expeditions, their nocturnal 
and unexpeéted attacks render them 
already irrefiftible enemies! Often 
have | rejoiced that the nation was 
one of the peorett of Africa; and 
that, being deftitute of every thing, 
it had nothing to barter by way of 
trade. But for this, fuch of the 
colonifis who follow the occupa- 


tion of traverfing the deferts, would 
perhaps have penetrated as far as 
thefe people ; perhaps would have 
fupplied them with powder and 
fire-arms, and certainly would have 
inftilled into them the defire of 
procuring them; and who can tell 
to what this defire would have led! 

“ Yet thefe formidable people 
infpired me with more love and 
efteem than any other tribe in A- 
frica. With them I would have 
undertaken without fear to traverfe 
the whole of that quarter of the 
globe, had my good fortune per. 
mitted me to know them fooner: 
and if ever circumitances allow me 
to refume the project, which it has 
been fo painful to me to relinquith, 
they are the only ones that fhall be 
my companions in the enterprife, 
and to thein alone will I dire my 
{teps without delay.” 


CLASSICAL. 
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CritticaL Remarks on the Historicar Cuaracters of SuAKS- 
PEARE, intended to elucidate the Caufes why they are fo peculiarly 


impreflive. 


{From a Volume of Essays, by a Soctety of GENTLEMEN at Exeter.) 


THER dramatic poets deal 
in generals, Shak{peare in 
individuals. Other poets treat of 
kings, queens, and heroes, in the 
abpiraét, he particularizes them. 
Theirs are merely kings, queens, 
and heroes, all of the fame nature, 
marked with the fame family fea- 
tures, and ‘ inveterate likeneffes’ to 
each other. But his are Hearys 
and Richards, Margarets and Ca- 
tharines, Warwicks and- Hot{purs 
—all men and women, difcrimi- 
nated from cach other, and infinite- 
lv diverfified. This difcrimination 
is commonly effected by exhibiting 
fome marking feature, peculiar a- 
necdote, or minute circumftance, 
‘ppropriate to the character repre- 
fented, in appearance cafually in- 
troduced, but which, if I may be 
allowed the expreffion, identifies 
and realizes it. When Edward 
tells the famous Warwick that he 
would 
——* Wind his hand 
hair’? — 


about his coal-black 


Hen. 6, 3d part, / 
the fable locks of the ¢ proud nee 
‘up and puller down of kings,’ 
prefent themfelves immediately to 
our view. Tis faid of Hot{p ur, 


that 


—— by hi 
‘ l aq] the c hi Lal 
‘ico do brave acts 


. geal’, 


s light 
ng move 
indeed the 


ft of Engla 


h ¢ Wat 





‘ Wherein the noble youth did drefs them- 
‘ felves. 
© He had no legs that pra¢tifed not his gait: 
6 And, ficating thick, which nature made his 
‘ blemifa, 
‘ Became the accents of the valiant.’ 
Hen. 4th, 2d part, A. 2, S. 6G. 


Who, after reading thefe lines, can 
entertain a doubt, but that the gal- 
lant Percy had a ‘twang of that 
‘north-country burr,’ for which 
the county, from whence he was to 
have derived his hereditary title, is 
remarkable to this prefent day, 

“ Such little traits bring the per- 
fonages immediately before our 
eyes; nor would it be an eafy mat- 
ter to perfuade us, that the repre- 
fentations were untrue. By fimilar 
means Homer imprefles on our 
minds the idea of his heroes’ reali- 
ty. They are not, like a modern 
regiment, clothed in the fame uni- 
form; nor ae to be of one fa- 
mily, like Virgil’s Gyas and Clo- 
anthus; whom he charaéterifes, 
with gre at frugality of diction, by 
one and the fame epithet; but they 
are kept diftinét by their appear- 
ance, habit, and manners. One is 
remarkable for height of ftature, 
auother for the breadth of his 
floulders; one for the elegance, 
another for the rufticity of his ap- 
parel ; one adopts a pec uliar atti- 


tude in haranguing a public audi- 
ence, anotuer firikes us with the 


#3 


grace 





















grace or deformity of his perfon. 
The colour of the hair, the device 
of a fhield, or beauty of the creft, 
and a hundred other minutiz, mark 
and diverfify his characters. 

“© He refembles our bard like- 
wife in giving, occafhonally, fome 
little charaéteriftic trait or anecdote, 
generally communicated in familiar 
converfation, not always indeed 
effential to the ftory, but which, 
from that very circumftance, is 
often more interefting. When Dio- 
mede ftarts afide from the natural 
tenor of his difcourfe to boatt of 
his horfe’s pedigree or of his own; 
or when Neftor as unteafonably ex- 
patiates on his former exploits, we, 
at once, become acquainted with 
them. In fuch kind of manners- 
painting converfation (particularly 
ftriking in the fatter part of the 
Odyffey) we lofe fight of the poet. 
It feems to be the genuine effufion 
of nature, and its inartificial ap- 
pearance ftrengthens the decep- 
tion. ' 

“© Shakfpeare never ftudied Ho- 
mer, but was as deeply read as the 
Grecian bard in the page of nature. 
In the familiar and confidential 
converfation occafionally held by 
his characters, we catch their minds, 
as if by furprite, in an undrets; 
we detect their peculiar habits, and 
feel, like confidants in an intrigue, 
a fatisfaction in having thofe fe- 
cret traits communicated to us. 

“* Who, for initance, can doubt 
that the * proud nothern lord Clif- 
‘ford of Cumberland,’ exercife 
his baronial privilege of fwearing, 
uncontrouled, to an eminent de- 
gree, when we read Warwick's 
and Richard’s tcefing addrefles to 
him as he lay expiring on the field 
of battle? 


Weirserck, © They meck thee, 


6 fees ‘. 
Iwear as theu was WV 
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Richard, * What, notan oath! nay, then 
* the world goes hard 
* When Clifford cannot {pare his friends aa 
* oath— 
‘I know 4y that he’s dead.’ 
Hen. 6th, 3d part, A.2.5§ I 


“© If we fuppofe fuch reprefenta- 
tions are merely drawn from images, 
formed in his creative mind, ttill 
they live to us; and, through his 
happy mode of introdu¢tion, we be- 
come as well acquainted with them 
as with our own cotemporaries. Iam, 
however, inclined to fufpeét, that 
Shakfpeare, where he does not fol- 
low the beaten path of hiftory, 
drew his charaéters and incidents 
from traditionary ftories and family 
anecdotes ;—fometimes, probably, 
from preceding dramas in which 
they were preferved, and other 
fhort-lived publications that have 
long fince perifhed in the tide of 
tune. 

“ The reffexion thrown out by 
Surrey to cardinal Wolfey, from 
its being fo circumftantial in point 
of time and defcription of perfon, 
appears to have been founded on 
fome well-known ftory in Shak- 
{peare’s time. 

‘I'll itartle you’ [exclaims the intemperate 
peer, | 
§ Worfe than the facring ell, when the ran 
‘wench 
¢ Lay killing in your arms, lord Cardinal.’ 
Hen. 8th, A, od, $.5 
It may be noticed, however, that 
Wolfey was particularly odious to 
the nobility; and his cotemporary 
Skelton, the fafhionable fatyrift ot 
the day, remarks of him, in a 
rhyme, to which Devonfhire-men 
only can do juftice in the pronua- 
ciation, that 


‘ He regardeth lords 
‘ No more than potiherdes.’ 


And the ftory poffibly was invent- 
ed, by means of thofe powerful 
enemies. Yet it muft not be dif 

guiled 








guifed that this * lord Cardinal’ was 
fotorious for his incontinency: 
tind the laureat, in numbers no lefs 
fublime than thofe already cited, 
and we may fufpeé equally true, 
ironically obferves, that 


‘ To kepe his fiethe chafe 

‘In Lent for a repafte, 

‘ He cateth capons tewed, 

* Fefant and partridge mewed, 

*‘ Hennes, chickens and pigges.’ 


He ‘concludes his invectives with 
this affecting expoftulation : 


* Spareth neither maide ne wyfe— 

© Is this a pofile’s lyfe?” 

We cannot but {mile at this wretch- 
ed doggrel of Skelton; yet there is 
little doubt, but that it was pre- 
ferred by our illuftrious defender 
of the faith, and his obfequious 
courtiers, to the genuine humour 
and charatteriftic rhymes of Chau- 
cer. 

“ Tonce thought, likewife, that 
the more creditable anecdote of 
Cranmer, given by Hen. 8th, was 
merely a traditionary ftory. 


* The common voice, I fee, is verified 

* Of thee, which fays thus, Do my lord of 
© Canterbury 

* But one farewd turn, and he’s your fricnd 
‘ for ever.’ 


A fimilar fpeech, however, is at- 
tribyted in Strype’s Memorials, (B. 
3, C. xxx.) not to the king, butto 
Dr. Hethe, archbifhop of York. 

** We have often reafon to fup- 
pofe, that many incidents, now 
unknown, are alluded to, and fome 
real characters fhadowed under fic- 
titious names, not only in Shak- 
ipeare’s comedies, but alfo in his 
hiftoric dramas. The ¢ old lady,’ 
for example, in that laft quoted, 
and whieh may not be improperly 


ftiled an anonymous deffgnation, 
the friend of Anne Bullen, who 
tells the turbulent monarch, that 
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his daughter was ‘as like him as 
‘ cherry is to cherry,’ (A. 4. S. 1) 
appears to me no ideal perfonage. 

«“ Mr. Walpole has ingenioufly 
obferved, that * Leontes and Her- 
‘ mione,’ in * The Winter’s Tale,’ 
were the typical reprefentatives of 
Henry 8th and Anne Bullen; and 
the character of Paulina feems to 
be that of this identical old lady, 
placed in a more con{picuous and 
advantageous point of view. The 
fame officious zeal to ferve her 
miftrefs, and the fame kind of gar- 
rulous intrepidity towards an ira- 
fcible monarch, is apparent in beth 
characters.—* The child,’ fays Pau- 
lina, ‘is yours,’ 
¢ And, might we lay th’ old proverb to your 

* charge, 
€ So like you ‘tis the worfe. 
‘ Jords, 
¢ Altho’ the print be little, the whole matter 
¢ And copy of the father: eye, nofe, lip, 
6 And trick of his frown.’ 


Behold, my 


A. 2, 8.5. 


“ The conjecture which T am 
again going to hazard, may appear, 
like this, too fanciful. That Shak- 
fpeare, however, often covertly al- 
luded to different perfons and tranf- 
actions in the days of queen Fliza- 
beth, and of her father, has beer 
clearly fhewn by his commentators 
in various inftances: but the fol- 
lowing paffage in * All’s well that 
‘ends well,’ has eluded’ their ob- 
fervation, or impofed on mine, 
The king fays, that he had pre- 
fented a ring to Helen, 


‘ And bade her, if her fortune ever food 
‘ Neceilitated to help, that by ¢é/s tofen 
© T would relieve her.’ 


A. 5, $.4. 


« It appears to me, that the ro- 
mantic flory of queen Elizabeth’s 
having delivered a ring to Effex, 
with a promife to affift him in any 


diftrefs on his producing it, gave 
birth to this incident, dts reality 
F4 has 
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has been que(tioned and ridiculed 
by Voltaire, but it has been fup- 
ported with ability and fuccefs by 
Walpole. At any rate it appears 
to have been a popular fory; of 
courfe fufficient for Shakfpeare’s 
purpofe, and for mine.—This opi- 
nion, I confefs, cannot be fup- 

rted, if we allow thofe dates to 
cages which are prefixed to 
Shakfpeare’s dramas by Mr. Ma- 
lone in Johnfon and Steevens’s edi- 
tion. He fuppofes that ¢ All’s well 
“that ends well,’ was reprefented 
in 1698. As Eflex was not dead 
at that time; aud as it cannot be 
unagined, even had he been fo, that 
any thing allufive to fuch an in- 
ftance of the queen’s partiality for 
him, would have been brought 
forward on the ftage during her 
lifetime, we muft either rank this 
play among Shak{peare’s latter pro- 
ductions, or my conjecture muft be 
given up as deftitute of any foun- 
dation. Mr. Malone fuppofes 
likewife, that * The Winter’s Tale’ 
came out in 1594; and if fo, it 
could not have been intended, ac- 
cording to Mr. Waipole’s opinion, 
as a fequel to Hen. 8, for that 
drama appears not to have been 
written til 1601. Iam, however, 
unwilling to give up either Mr. 
Walpole’s conjeture o¥ my own; 
andyt is obfervable that Mr. Ma- 
lune, who has fatisfactorily afcer- 
tained the dates of Shakfpeare’s 
other plays, exprefles fome difli- 
dence in regard to ¢ The Winter's 
‘Tale’ and © All’s well that ends 
‘well.’ He obferves that, * if they 
‘did come out in 1sg4 and 1508, 
‘they came out under different 
‘titles from thofe they now bear. 
* —Though fuppofed to have been 
fearly productions, they were not 
‘publifhed, it muft be acknow- 
‘ledged, in Shakfpeare’s life-time, 
* but for the dates of them we rely 


‘only on conjecture.’. Again, 
‘The Winter’s Tale’ was not -n. 
tered at Stationers’ Hall, (neither 
does it appear that the other cometly . 
was] nor printed till 1623; but: 
probably ts the play mentioned by: 
Meres under the title of * Love's 
‘ Labour won.’ Thefe conjectures 
carry no conviction with them; 
and the probability feems to reft 
on the other fide of the quettion, 
namely, that we ought to number 
thofe plays among the latter pro- 
ductions of Shakipeare; particu- 
larly if the perfonal allufions are 
admitted. 

*“ ] mentioned that feveral real: 
characters and incidents are allud- 
ed to in our poet’s comedies. Some 
have been pointed out, but, doubt- 
lefs, in refpe& to the greater part, no 
elue remains to guide our fteps and 
dire us tothe original. [am fully 
convinced, that matter Slender fat 
for his picture to our unrivalled 
portrait-painter, as well as his cou- 
fin Shallow. ¢ His little wee face,’ 
‘his litthk yellow cainz-coloured 
‘beard,’ his having fought with a 
warrener, been intoxicated and 
robbed by his knavifh compani- 
ons, and other exploits, equally 
memorable, feem to mark a real 
charaéter, and to record real fads; 
circumftances, probably, that ex- 
cited no littke mirth at the time of 
reprefentation. But we are not to 
wonder at thofe allufions being now 
totally loft and forgotten, if we re- 
flect with what rapidity the per- 
fonal fatire of Foote, which fo often 
in ourown days ¢ fat the play-houle 
‘ina roar,’ is pofting on towards 
the oblivious gulf.—The greater 
part of the firft fcene in * ‘The Merry 
‘Wives of Windfor,’ may have 
been copied from the life, and bave 
paffed in Sir Thomas Lucy’s jadi- 
cial hall. Even the breaking open 
the lodge and kiffing the keeper's 

daughies, 





a 


daughter, which Falftaff (a cha- 
racter, it is faid, partly drawn for 
an inhabitant of Stratford) humo- 
roufly difavows, may have been 


‘eharges there ferioufly urged a- 


‘gainitt Shakfpeare and his riotous 


. affociates. . 


. As our bard is univerfally al- 
lowed to be a copyift of nature, it 
induces us to place an almoft un- 
limited confidence in him. We 
cannot but fuppofe in his hiftoric 
dramas, even where we are unable 
to trace him, that he dwells on real, 
not imaginary tranfactions; and 
has preferved many genuine anec- 
dotes, not of weight fufficient to 
have gained admittance into the 
page of hiftory, or taken from au- 
thors, whofe writings fcarcely fur- 
vived their own exiftence. 

* The fellowing remarkable in- 
cident, attending cardinal Beau- 
fort’s death, is fo forcibly charac- 
teriftic, that we cannot eafily faf- 
peét it to be invention, though no 
hiltory mentions the circumitance. 
§ Lord Cardinal, ifthou think’f® on heaven’s 

* blifs, 

* Held up thy hand, make fignal of thy hope.— 
‘ He dies, and makes no fign !’ 

Hen, Gihy 2d part, A. 3. S$. 3- 
The defeription of his anguifh and 
defpair occurs in Hall’s chronicle, 
but the additional circumftances 
thrown in by Shak{peare, wonder- 
fully increafe the horror of the 
fcene. The addrefs to the cardinal 
may be illuftrated by a little devo- 
tional book, intitled, * The Key of 
* Paradife opening the Gate to eters 
* nal Salvation,’ republithed at St. 
Omer’s in 1675, but when firft 
printed I know not, in which is the 
tollowing MEDITATION. * Imagine 
‘thyfelf lying in thy death-bed, 


‘with a hallowed candle ia thy 
‘hand, a crucifix on thy breaft, 
‘and thy ghoftly father calling on 
* thee, that if chou canft not fpeak, 
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thy hand in 
afhance in 


‘yet at leaft to Aeld 
‘ token of thy hope, a 
‘ the mercies of Chrift.’ 

*“ The death of Glofter, in the 
fame drama, (A. 3. S. 3.) though, 
according to hiftory, its manner 
was. uncertain, is, marked with fo 
many minute and appropriate cir- 
cumitances, that Shakfpeare moft 
probably heard it thus particularly 
defcribed, or took his defcription 
from aétual obfervation, on a fimi- 
lar event. 

«© The interview between Henry 
sth and Williams the foldier (Hen. 
sth, A. 4. S. 4.) the night pre- 
ceding the battle of Agincourt, 
with their interchange of gloves, 
and the trick in confequence play- 
ed on Fluellin, appears to have been 
founded on fome traditionary ftory. 
Our hearts, at leaft, will not allow 
it to be a fiction, but feel delighted 
at fuch an unexpected, though by 
no means unnatural, recurrence of 
Hal’s original humour. 

“© There are many other little 
incidents, like the foregoing, which 


_We ought not to confider as inven- 


tion, becaufe we cannot trace them 
to their fource. Had the ftory of 
Simpcox of St. Alban’s, and the 
combat between the armourer and 
his apprentice Peter (Hen. 6th, 2d 
part,) been no where recorded but 
in Shakfpeare, they would probably 
have been confidered merely as lu- 
dicrous fiétions, introduced to put 
the upper gallery in good humour, 
Each of thofe incidents, however, is 
noticed in different chronicles of 
the times. ‘The numerous circum- 
ftances relative to the death of lord 
Hatftings, form a kind of epifode in 
thetragedy of Richard 3d, and they 
are adopted from hiftory >—even 
the compliment which the fubtle 
tyrant pays to the biftop of Ely’s 
firawberries, and the wnimportant 
errand on which he fends the 
courtly 
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courtly prelate. Catefby obferves, 
‘the king is angry, fee he gnaws 
¢ his lip:’ and Margaret, in her im- 
precations on him, exclaims, 


* No ficep clofe up that deadly eye of thine, 

‘Unlefs it be while fome tormetiting dream 

¢ Affrights thee with a hell of ugly devils.’ 
Rich. 3d, A. 1. 5S. 3. 


We are not to confider either of 
thefe expreffions as cafual, but 
ftritly appropriate and hiftorically 
true. Different authors relate, that 
¢ his fleep was (generally ) filled with 
* perturbations,’ and particularly 
that night previous to the engage- 
ment in which he perifhed. 

«© When Falftaff ridicules the 
flender form of prince Henry, and 
fays that he would give a thoufand 
pounds if he was able to run as faft 
as he could, &c. we mutt not fup- 
pofe that thofe words are thrown 
out accidentally. Hiftorians agree 
in defcribing him as tall, thin, and 
active. Lixe Achilles he was no 
lefs confpicuous for {wiftnefs than 
for perfonal courage. The former 
is reprefented by Pindar as 


Kreiverr’ shadous aviv xy- 
over Serine 6” dexter’ 
Tloges yar ReaTerniy. 
Nem, Od. 3. 


And we might be almoft tempted 
to fuppofe that our old annalift co- 
pied hone the Grecian bard, but 
for the words inclofed in a paren- 
thefis. * He was pafling fwift in 
‘running, infomuch that he (with 
‘two other of his lords) without 
‘hounds, bow, or other engine, 
* would take a wild buck or doe, in 
‘a large park.’ (Stowe.) * Omnes 
* Cozxtaneos,’ fays Thomas de Elm- 
ham, ¢ faliendo precetlit, curfu ve- 
‘loci fimul currentes prevenit.’ 
We fee frain thefe quotations, the 
propriety of Hotfpur’s ftyling him 
*the nimble mad cap prince of 
* Wales ;° and the peculiar juftice 


of the following comparifon, drawn 
by Vernon, a friend of Hotfpur’s. 
* I faw young Harry with his beaver on, 
‘ His culffes on his thighs, gallantly armed, 
* Rife from the ground like feathered Mercury ; 
‘ And vaulted with fuch eafé into his feat, 
‘ As if an angel dropt down from the clouds 
‘ To turn and wind a ficry Pegafus, 
‘And witch thé world with noble horfe- 
* manthip.’ 
Hen. 4thy If part. A. 4.S. 1, 


A variety of beautiful and happy al- 
lufions occur likwife in the former 
part of the fame {peech. Ani atten- 
tion to much minutia, though not 
hiftorically true, muft have a won- 
derful effet in realizing the dra. 
matis perfone.—Even in refpeét to 
animals, as well as men, Shak{peare 
will not deal in generals. The tra- 
gedy hero of a modern dramatift 
would call for * his barbed fteed,’ 
or ‘his fiery courfer:’ but a Richard 
orders his groom to 

* Saddle waite Surrey for the field to-mor- 

row,’ — 

And hiftorians fay, that when he 
entered the town of Leicefter, ‘ he 
‘was mounted on a great white 
* courfer.” May we not reafonably 
fuppofe, that this was the identical 
Surrey? The gallant earl, whofe 
name he bore, was warmly attach- 
ed to Richard, and had probably, 
as a proof of his regard, beftowed 
on him this acceptable prefent. 

“ The impetuous Hotfpur im- 
patiently enquires after his * crop- 
‘ ear Roan,’ and exclaims, in equef- 
trian tranfport, ‘ that roan fhall be 
‘ my throne.’ His fondnefs for his 
horfe (of which he appears to be no 
lefs proud than Diomede, a conge- 
nial character, was of the fteeds of 
Tros), is one of his marking fea- 
tures, and humouroufly ridiculed 
by his rival in fame, prince Henry. 
(Hen. 4th, 1ft part, A. 2. S. 8.) 
When Vernon, therefore, expatiates 


with more candour than difcretion, 
in 





in praife of his ‘noble horfeman. 
‘fhip,’ it peculiarly irritates the 
mind of Hotfpur. His reply, par- 
ticularly the conclufion, is truly 
characteriftic. 


——*! Come, let me take my horfe, 
‘ Who is to bear me, like a thunderbolt, 
‘ Againg the bofom of the prince of Wales, 
‘ Harry to Harry thall, and jorfe to hor/?, 
« Meet, and ne'er part till one drop down a 
* corfe"’ 
Hen. 4th, Ift part, A. 4. S. 2. 


Hotfpur feels himfelf touched in a 
tender point. His rival is cele- 
brated for a qualification in which 
he thought himfelf pre-eminent; 
and his mind reverts with vexation 
to the unpleafing idea. The beauty 
of this natural fally of paffion efcap- 
ed the earlier editors of Shak {peare ; 
and it has been printed ¢ xot horfe 
‘to horfe,’ in every edition but the 
firft, till fir Thomas Hanmer re- 
ftored the original reading. Such 
a little trait diftinguifhes a mafter’s 
hand more than pages of laboured 
declamation. 

“ The mutual antipathy between 
Hotfpur and ¢ the {word and buck- 
‘ ler prince of Wales,’ is finely con- 
ceived and admirably executed. 
They are planets in fiery oppofition, 
contending for fuperiority in the 
firmament of glory. We cannot find 
a f{peech but what feems dictated by 
nature itfelf. Their little ebullitions 
of paffion, their mutual jealoufy, 
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which one ftrives to conceal, by 
treating his rival with ridicule, and 
the other by holding «im in alfett- 
ed contempt, familiarize them to 
us. We fee, we know them, are 
privy tothe diffipated relaxations of 
the one, and the turbulent thoughts 
that agitate the mind of the other. 
This obfervation may be extended 
to almoft every leading character ; 
we contemplate men like ourfelves, 
endued with the fame propenfities 
as thofe that actuate them in seal 
life, and are confequently interefted 
in their fortunes. But our feelings 
are not excited by the pompous cha- 
racters in declamatory tragedy: they 
are beings of another fpecies, and 
we have no concern with them. 

* if the wonder-working pen of 
Shak{fpeare induces us to pay more 
credit to his repretentation of our 
hiftoric characters, than hiftorical 
feverity may fometimes allow, it is 
a delufion too pleafing to be lightly 
religned, We fee, or feem to fre, 
realities; and the caufes, which I 
have juft explained, operate alfo in 
his fictitious dramas. Though he 
cannot there build on real faéts, yet 
appropriate and ftrong-marked de- 
fcriptions of perfons and places, 
familiar converfation and charac- 
teriftic anecdotes, commonly give 
an appearance of truth and con- 
fiftency to the moft wild and ex- 
travagant fictions.” 





— 


Prcurrar Excrevrencies in Hanpet’s Music, which, notwithftanding 
its frequent Repetition, fecure to it the Poflefhon of the public Fa- 
vour; by Mr. Jackson, of Exerer. 


[From the Fourth Volume of Anecpotss of fome DIsTINGUISHED 
Persons chiefly of the prefent and two preceding Centuries.) 


. AN DEL’s mufic, particu- 

larly his oratorios, being 
fill annually and occafionally per- 
formed in London and elfewhere, 





it may not be incurious to enquire 
from what caufes this conftant re- 
petition arifes, and why the works 
of this mafter have had a fate fo 
very 
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very different from that of con- 
temporary compofers, the greateft 
part of which feems configned to 
oblivion. 

“ This enquiry will naturally 
lead to the {peaking of general prin- 
ciples, fo far as they are applicable 
to the prefent fubjeft; to the ftate 
of inftrumental and vocal mufic ; 
and to a comparifon between Han- 
del and other compofers of note 
which flourifhed at this period. 
Nothing more being intended than 
a few mifcellaneous obfervations fet 
down juft as they occur, method 
will not be attempted, and of courfe 
muft be excufed. 

“* Asthe compofitions which are 
the fubject of the following remarks 
were produced in England, and fet 
to Englifh words, the mention of 
foreign muftcians and their works 
is excluded, as not appertaining to 
the fubject, unlefsfo connected with 
it as to render the mention indif- 
penfable. 

* Mutic, in its common applica- 
tion, is confidered merely as an en- 
tertainment: when bad, it difguits; 
when good, it creates fenfations un- 
known from other fources; and if 
it reach the fublime, our feelings 
are more powerfully excited than 
from the utmott perfection that 
poetry alone, or painting, has yet 
attained. 

* With the latter, mufic cannot 
be connected; but when joined, 
or, as Milton phrafes it, wedded 
with poetry, it reaches the higheft 
pitch of excellence, and foars a 
height which, disjoined from. its 
powertul ally, was impollible to be 
obtained. 

** Before Handel, I cannot re- 
collect any inflance of this perfec- 
tion. Our beft vocal mutic was 
inthe church, and our belt com. 
pofers were Purcel, Wife, Weldon, 
and a litile later, Crott, whofe me- 


rit, as far as it reached, will be eve 
felt and acknowledged. 

“ Inftrumental mufic was per- 
haps univerfally barbarous until 
the time of Corelli, whofe compo- 
fitions feemed to open a new world. 
Even in thefe our times, when in- 
ftrumental mufic is fo much im- 
proved, Corelli is flill a favourite, 
and not only with old-fathioned 
people, The reafon why he is fo 
would carry me too far from m 
fubjeét. What Corelli did for bow- 
inftruments, Handel did for the 
harpfichord. Weacknowledge the 
improvements of the modern fym- 
phonifts, but we {till relifh a con- 
certo of Corelli; and no great per- 
former on the harpfichord but fits 
down with pleafure to the Suites 
des Pieces pour le Clavecin, 

“The mufic for the ftage was 
thoroughly wretched, and conti- 
nued fo until the little mufical en- 
tertainments of Carey and the Beg- 
gar’s Opera, which made their ap- 
vearance long after the time of 
dandel’s firft refidence in England, 
Such was the ftate of our mufic at 
the beginning of this century, and 
long after. 

“ W hatarecalled Handel’s Haut- 
bois Concertos, have fo much fub- 


jeét, real air, and folid compofition, 


that they always are heard with the 
ereatelt pleafure, and are undoubt- 
edly the beft things of their clafs, 
I believe they were the firit attempt 
to unite wind-inftruments with vio- 
lins, which union was long repro- 

bated tn Italy. 
© The operas of Handel are con- 
feffedly fuperior to all preceding 
and contemporary ones. His ora- 
torios, though called by a well- 
known name, may be juftly efteem- 
ed original, both in defign and exe- 
cution. Thefe laft being the pieces 
which are fo frequently performed, 
1 will with the utmoft impartiality 
confider 








confider their merits and defetts, 
and how far they deferve their con» 
tinued approbation, 

« Any works of a fathionable 
compoler, efpecially itfexhibited by 
performers we are in the habit of 
applauding, will take a prefent 
hold on our attention, to the ex- 
clufion of works of fuperior merit 
not poflefling the fame advantages ; 
but when they have had their dav, 
they fet to rife no more, On 
the contrary, thofe compofitions 
which depe ‘nd on their own intrin- 
fic merit, may make their way 


flowly, or perhaps, by being cut off 


from a p ffibility of taking the firft 
ftep, may never get forward at all; 
yet, if once they are prefented to 
the public, and their effect felt and 
underftood, they are always heard 
with new ple a{ure, and claim an 
equal immortality with poetry and 
painting. Let us confider what are 
the effentials of good mufic, and 
how far Handel’s compofitions pof- 
jefs them, 

‘ The firft efential (and without 
which all others are of no confe- 
quence) is what in popular mufic 
1s called tune; in more refined, is 
denominated air; and in the fupe- 
rior clafs of compofition, fubjeét, 
Mufic having this property alone, 
is entitled ta a long exiften e, ond 
potlefles it. ‘The next effential is 
harmony, the ftrongeft ally by 
which air can be aflifted, but which 
receives from air more confequence 
than it communicates. To thefe 
mult be added expreflion, giving a 
grace to the former; and facility, 
which has the effect of inmmediate 
emai and, as the term im- 
ports, feems to accomplifl with 
eale what from its apparent diffi- 
culty fhould be rather fought for 
ian found. 

If words 
with mufic, they oug 


6 


lavlon, 


are to be conne¢ted 
ht like that to 
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be light and airy for tune, paffion- 
ate for air, and both paflionate and 
fublime for fubject; but in every 
cafe (except ark pag applica- 
tions) muft appeal to the heart, 
The accent and emphatis muft be 
exprefled, and whatever effect the 
reading of the words 1s to produce, 
muft be encreafed by the mufic. 

“« There are but few examples 
of Handel’s poffeffing tune in the 
popular fenfe. He feldom is with- 
out air in its moft refined applica. 
tion, and moft commonly has an 
exuberance of fubject for greater 
purpofes. His harmony is in ge. 
neral well-chofen and full; his exe 
preflion fometimes faulty, but fre- 
qeeny juft; and his facility great 
rom fo much practice, finking now 
and then to carelefinefs. 

In confequence of this gene- 
ral character, we find no fongs of 
his in the ftyle of Carey’s tunes and 
the real Englith ballad. Molt of 
his oratorio and opera fongs have 
airin them, fome very fine. His 
choruffes are as yet unrivalled, and 
thofe form the broad bafe on which 
his fame is built. 

“ They poilefs fubje& and con- 
trivance, frequently expreflion, and 
moft commonly facility, altogether 
producing a fuperior effeé to any 
other choruiles yet known to the 


public. ‘Their great number and 
variety fliew his invention, that 
{trong criterion of genius. It will 


be found to hold true as a ceneral 
remark, that where the words are 
moft fublime, the compolition has 
mot fubjeét and expretlion; and 
this ought to be confidered by thofe 
who hold words of no « onfequence: 
if they have no other than exalting 
the fas y ol the « ompole r (which 
feet thy y certainly produce), we 
fhould for the fake of mufic, inde- 
pendently contidered, make choice 
of iinagination. 

“+ Befides 


UO. WOLAS 
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“ Befides the advantages of fu- 
perior genius and knowledge, Han- 
del poffeffed another, without which 
his genius and knowledge might 
have remained for ever unknown, 
He had an epportunity of prefent- 
ing his works to the public per- 
formed by the beft band of the 
times, and of repeating his pieces 
until they were underftood, and 
their fuperior merit felt. By thefe 
means they were imprefied upon 
the mind, and at laft became focon- 
genial to our feelings, as almoft to 
exclude the poffibility of other mu- 
fic being performed—-but I have 
touched on this fubject elfewhere. 

“ Handel’s mufic, then, havin 
the great effentials of genius, fkill, 
and facility, and being at firtt per- 
formed often enough to have its 
intention comprehended, and its 
merit felt and acknowledged, it 
neceflarily keeps poffeilion of the 
public favour, and its annual per- 
formance is expected with plea- 


fure, and always confidered as an 
entertainment of a fuperior kind. 

“ After this unequivocal and 
heart-felt praife, I may venture to 

oint out what appear to be defects 
in this great mufician. 

“ The firft thing that an en- 
lightened modern compofer would 
notice, is an inattention to the 
fort of the different inftruments, 
more aa apparent in the 
parts for trumpets and other wind- 
inftruments, which in general lie 
aukward and unkindly. At the 
time weacknowledge this, we fhould 
remark, that in thofe days fuch 
niceties did not exiit, for they are 
fome of the real improvements of 
modern mufic. Handel’s concertos 
and choruties, without the leaft al- 
teration of harmony or melody in 
the fubject (as every real mufician 
well knows) might be improved in 
this point, and produce a very fu- 
perior and incyeafed effect,” 





— 
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Quatrrries neceflary for Stupenrs in Parxtine, with Rules and 
and Reafons of the Art which demand their firft Attention. 


{From the Third Volume of the Works of Antuony Rarnarr 


Mencs.]} 


& (VINCE painting is a liberal art, 

S it muft neceffarily have a me- 
thod; and if it has a method, it 
mult confequently have fure and 
certain rules. I therefore think it 
will be ufeful for me to fet forth 
here, what reflections every young 
man ought to make before he be- 
gins this protefhon, and the path he 
ought to follow after he has under- 
taken it, that he mav always ad- 
vance the more in his career; and 
at the fame time, [ fhall fay how 
the mafter ought to conduct him- 
felt in order to teach his art. There- 
fore, according to my eufem, I 


give upall pretenfions to eloquence, 
and {hall endeavour to explain my- 
felf as fimply as poftiblr, in order 
to be underftood by all claffes of 
people. 

‘© The firft quality a boy ought 
to have who is deftined by his tu- 
periors to follow painting (I fay 
fuperiors, becaufe this profeflion 
muft be commenced before we have 
a will of our own), is penetration, 
attention, and patience; and we 
mutt not fuffer ourfelves to be 
dazzled by that vivacity, nor by 
that fire which is commonly takea 
for genius, but is uot it in reality : 

Ou 





, 


on the contrary, that vivacity often 
prevents children from reflecting 
upon things, and confequently 
from making improvementsin paint- 
ing. We mutt therefore mind not 
to be deceived in taking for a ge- 
nius for painting that inclination to 
be painters, which is feen in many 
children. The fortunes made by 
fome painters induce many parents 
to bring their children up to this 
profeffion, who, after having ftu- 
died it for a long time, quit it with 
the fame levity with which they 
undertook it. 

*« In order to fhun thefe incon- 
veniencies, a mafter who is both 
ikilful and honeft, fhould, before he 
takes a boy, examine well him and 
his parents. In the boy he ought 
to expect only penetration, pa- 
tience, a love for work, and parti- 
cularly an exact fight. The father 
_— to be perfeétly difinterefted, 
and have a {trong inclination to 
afford his fon every neceflary help ; 
and he muft not do as many who 
call themfelves friends, in having 
paid for a youth a mafter for a 
{hort time. 

‘«¢ If the boy is found to be pof- 
feffed of all the requifite qualifica- 
tions, the mafter muft on his fide 
begin by divefting himfelf as much 
as he can of his felf-love, and teach 
him all he knows, all he has learnt, 
and what has not been taught him 
by any one; and, above all, he muft 
never be apprehenfive of teaching 
him too much; and if unfortu- 
nately he fhould be infeéted with 
this foible, I would advife him ne- 
ver to be a mafter, for it would not 
be aéting as an honeft man, wil- 
fully to bring up people to be 
wretched; nor do I fee a greater 
inisfortune for a man than to have 
waited his youth to become a bad 
painter: and as that depends on 
the mafter he can eafily avoid this 
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evil, fince no one has a precife 
obligation to inftruct pupils. 

“¢ Jt is true, that the world is full 
of ingratitude, and that a tkilful 
painter, in giving his pupil a good 
education, runs the rifk of bring- 
ing up a viper in his own bofom: 
but other men’s vices are not an 
excufe for ours; nor can that 
painter ever exculpate himfelf, who 
in bringing up a youth is the caufe 
of his repenting all his life having 
undertaken this profeflion, Thofe 
profeflors, who by powerful n- 
commendation, and without inte- 
reft, fee themfelves compelled to 
receive pupils, if they do not teach 
them with requifite care and appli- 
cation, are neverthelefs excufable ; 
for it is certain that it colts more 
time and more trouble to finith a 
good pupil, than the largeft picture 
in the world. Therefore, it feems 
to me very unjuft for patrons to 
pretend, that an artift fhould lofe 
his time in teaching the art to thofe 
who bring him no profit or intereft 
in doing it. This unreafonable 
practice generally prevails in Italy, 
which by degrees ruins painting, 
and the youths who are brought up 
toit, in fpite of the fine geniufes 
which are to be found. ButI fhall 
= this fubjeét, which draws me 
rom my objeét, and proceed to the 
rules and reafons of the art, which 
I propofed to myfelf to explain, and 
therefore fhall employ a kind of 
dialogue, by quettions and an- 
{wers. 

“ Q. How can one know if a 
child has the neceffary difpofitions 
for painting ? 

“ A, If he has more fenfe than 
vivacity, one may conceive good 
hopes. 

“ QQ. What age fhould the be- 

inner be of? 

«“ A, The more tender, the more 
proper to begin, for from four 
years 
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years ke may learn fomething ; and 
then it will be eafier for him to ac- 
quire a precition of fight, as his or- 
gans will not have contracted any 
particular habit. 

* Q. And if he began later, could 
he ever he a yood painter ? 

“A, Undoubtedly; butit would 
coft him much more trouble: for 
he mutt neceflarily have employed 
the preceding time in fomething, 
which muft take up fome part of 
his memory, and prevent him from 
learning painting with the fame fa- 
cility. 

‘“ Q. Neverthelefs, have there 
not been eminent painters, who 
have begun their ftudies at an ad- 
vanced age? 

“ A, Yes. But the greatett 
men have all learned painting 
from their moft tender infancy, 
Raphael was fon to a_ painter, 
who perhaps made him begin paint, 
ing as foon as reafon appeared 
in him. Titian begau when a 
child. Michael Angelo handled 
the marble at twelve. Correggio 
having lived onlv forty years, left 
{fo great a number of excellent 
works that they could not have 
been done in hafte, and he mutt 
neceflarily have begun to work very 
early. It is however true, that 
fome good painters have begun 
later; but if they fucceeded on ac- 
count of their extraordinary abili- 
ties, how much more would they 
not have excelled if they had begun 
at an earlier age ! 

* QQ. What is the firft thing a 
matter ought to teach his pupil ? 

** A. As it is not eafy to difcover 
foon the genius and character of 
children, it is neceflary to make 
them begin by drawing geometrical 
figures, but without rule or com- 
pailes, that they may accuftom their 
fight to exaétnefs, which is the fun- 


damental batis of deiign; fince 


there is no object, whofe outlines, 
and form, are not, compoted of 
figures, and, fimple or compound 
geometrical lines, Therefore, if 
the child knows how to make thefe 
figures by the eye, be will know 
how to draw accurately any thing, 
and will eafily conceive all the pro. 
portions, | 

“ Q. Will it not be better to 
make him draw the buman figure, 
which, if compofed of geometrical 
figures, will teach at an¢e. what by 
the other means.4s learnt at.twice? 

“© A. This advice is very perni- 
cious; becaufe the: beauty, of the 
outlines of the human figure de- 
pends on expretling rightly all the 
imperceptible lines and broken 
forms, which form a whole of gea- 
metrical figures intermixed and con- 
fufed with each other ;. fo that it is 
Impofiible for a child to conceive 
them with clearnefs and precifion, 
and {till nvore dificult for the ma- 
{ter to.1udge by them of the exaét- 
ne(s of fight of his pupil; whereas 
in a fimple triangle, for inftance, 
it is_eafy to know the defects and 
faults committed by the eye or tlie 
hand. 

“ QQ. What is the fault of the 
eye! 

+ A. There are people who fee 
things longer than broad, and o- 
thers the contrary, Some at a cer- 
tain diftance judge ail objects to be 
grea’er than they are, and others 
lefs; and therefore I think it pro- 
per that children fhould draw geo- 
metrical figures, becaufe in the 
plaineft objects errors are moft 
eafily deteéted; therefore the mas 
fter may, for inflance, in a triangle, 
know in a moment, by means of 
the rule and compafies, the want of 
exactnefs in the eye of his pupil. 

“ Q. The reafon would be good 
if it were not contraci¢fted by prac- 
tice; fince neither Raphael, the 
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Caraccis, Domenichino, nor, fi- 
nally, any great painter has ever 
been known to take this method, 
in order to perform the excellent 
works which they have made. 

‘¢ A. This is partly true, but 
ftands in need of fome explanation. 
Leonardo da Vinci, who has feft 
us feveral rules of proportion of 
the human body, de ecides, that geo- 
metry is neceffary to painters, Ra- 
phael’ s matters taught him to draw 
with an extraordi: lary precifion; 
therefore he could not help hav- 
ing at firft a verv fervile and dry 
tale, which he could only quit 
when he faw the ancient paiutings, 
and the works of Michael Angelo, 
which he imitated becaufe he had 
forme# to himfelf the moft exaét 
eye that is poffible to be had. A 
genius fo pure and correct has 
not appeared in the world for more 
than two centuries and an half; 
therefore it would be prefumption 
to fuppofe that any child what- 
ever, who is brought up to paint- 
ing, fhould be endowed with fo 
rare atalent: fo that rt is neceffary 
to examine the gifts which — : 
has imparted to him, The Ca- 
raccis followed the rules of propor- 
tion, which they found fettled ; 
and I finally admire in them feve- 
ral things more than extreme cor- 
iectnefs. 

“* Q. How? Was not Hannibal 
extremely correé& ? 

‘ A. Correétnefs is taken in 
different fenfes ; and in one of thefe 
he was correét, and owed it not fo 
much tothe exactnefs of his eve, as 
to the practice acquired by draw- 
ing much. Domenichino drew fo 
often the group of Laocoon, that 
he knew it by heart. Neverthe- 
lefs none of the painters, that are 
mentioned, have equalled the pu- 
rity and precifion of the antique: 
aud as without being accufed of a 
1796. 
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low fear we ought to undertake 
what others have done, | theres 
fore prepofe to afpire to the mot 
perfect; and if when Raphael 
learnt correétnefs from his matters, 
they had at the fame tine taught 
him to avoid their dry tafte, and te 
draw nature by geometrical figures, 
he would not have been obliged 
afterwards to change his manner, 
If Catacci and Domenichino had 
learnt painting, according to the 
method which 1 propote, we thould 
not have teen in their outlines fo 
many falfe lines corrected, and in 
thoie of the latter particularly , that 
cold and timid talte which we fee 
in them, 

“« Q. But this geometrical ftudy 
might fometimes be prejudicial to 
elegance and eafe. 

A. Quite the contrary. Ele« 
gance contitts in the great variety 
of curved lines aud angles, and it 
is geometry alone that can give 
the facility of performing thefe 
things witha ture hand, and with 
the qualiwes required. But TI do 
not pretend that this fiudy alone 
of geometrical figures can form 
great painters. ] that corre¢t- 
nefs being the moft difktcult part 
to be found in them, and that de- 
pending on exactnels of tight, it 
can be acquired in no manner jo 
eafv as by the ftudy of geometr 
To this is added, that a "child by 
drawing for a nionth geometrica 
ficures with accuracy, will learn 
more exactnefs than another who 
has been drawing in an academy 
for a vear; and the firit in hx 
months time will know how to lay 
a figure well, and will have a good 
foundation for proceeding in the 
other parts of the art. 

« Q. What muft be done after 


having drawn the faid geometrical 
figures! 
‘A. Outlines from good drawings 
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and pictures muft be drawn, and 
the proportions of the human body 
muft be ftudied, in order to learn 
a good tafte of drawing, which the 
mafter muft teach from the pro- 
portions of antique ftatues; and 
then the attention mutt be re- 
doubled, and the leaft want of cor- 
reftnefs muft not be excufed: 
when this is done, and a certain 
practice of drawing outlines with 
freedom has been acquired, then 
they muft begin clare obfcure. 

“ Q. Mult the beginner be kept 
long in drawing outlines ? 

* A. Till he has acquired a 
competent facility. 

“ Q. When this is done, what 
rouft he ftudy ? 

* A. He muft begin to fhade, 
minding to make his drawings with 
the utmoft purity; for if he ac- 
quires then this important qualt- 
fication, it laits alfo afterwards all 
his lifetime in painting. I fhall 
likewife obferve, that when he 
draws in clare obfcure he mutt 
ttudy anatomy and pert» <ctive, in 
order to prepare to draw atterwards 
from life. 

“ Q. If on drawing geometrical 
figures it has been faid that fix 
months after one can draw well 
an academical figure, why mutt one 
fpend one’s time in drawing de- 
figns and pictures, fince it feems 
that it would be, more expeditious 
to begin immediately to draw fta- 
tues ? 

“ A, Iris not fo; for in order 
to draw ftatues well, one muft know 
per{pe@tive: and though I have 
faid the beginner will in that ftate 
know how to lay a figure, he muft 
not, however, do it; for he would 
accuftom himfelf to a cold imita- 
tion, without underftanding fore- 
fhortenings; or he would lofe that 
exactnefs of fiyht he mivht have ac- 
guired, 

i 
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* Q. How muft perfpettive be 
ftudied ? 
ei One muft begin by ftudy- 
ing a little elementary geometry, 
and one fhall then immediately 
learn to put all one’s figures in per 
{pective. 

“ Q. Alittle geometry feems to 
me infufticient, fince we fee that 
thofe who with to teach peripective 
fundamentally, caufe not only the 
whole geometry, but alfo architec- 
ture, at leaft the rules of the five 
orders, to be learnt, as they affert 
that one cannot lay a thing in due 
perfpective if one is not perfectly 
acquainted with geometry. 

** A. Thofe who are of that opi- 
nion are not deceived. But [ think 
that to form a painter, the prudent 
mafter muft endeavour to make 
him know,all the requilites of his 
art in equal proportions, and not 
let im Jofe his early time, which 
is the moft precious, in things that 
are not of the firft utility. 

* Q. Will the painter lofe his 
time then, if he fludies peripective 
fundamentally ? 

“ A. No: but as this is a much 
eafier thing than others which con- 
ftitute the art of painting, it is not 
proper that the ftudent fhould em. 
ploy too much time in it, beiore 
learning thofe which are moit ne- 
ceffary :—the more fo, fince the ars 
ticles of per{pective which are motif 
neceflary for a painter, are only the 
plan, the fquare in all its afpects, 
the triangle, the round, the oval, 
and, above all, to conceive rightly 
the difterence of the point of view, 
and the variety which the point of 
diftance produces when taken tar 
or near. 

“ Q. How is anatomy to be ftu- 
died? Many fay that it is not ne- 
ceilary, and that thofe painters who 
haveapplied themifelvesto it, haveall 


fallen into a dry and gracelefs tafe. 
« 4, Thols 
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« A. Thofe who fay that ana- 
tomy is not neceffary, are grofsly 
mittaken; for, without it, it is not 
poffible to reafon upon the parts of 
a naked figure. But in all, mode- 
ration and judgment mutt prevail, 
there being great difference between 
giving all toa part, and knowing 
how to employ it well; and rules 
muft ferve a painter only to uni- 
form himfelf to nature, and make 
him underftand it well. 
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* Q. But anatomy is fo long a 
ftudy ? 

“ A. It is certainly not fo long 
when rightly taught, that is to fay, 
when the painter is taught namore 
than what is neceflary to him; for 
a phyfician and the furgeon mutt 
ftudy it very differe ntly, as they are 
to know all the interior play of the 
parts of man, and the painter wants 
only to know the effects they have 
on the furface. 
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Interestinc Remarks, by Dr. Herscuer, on the Permarency of 
the equa Emisstons of Licut of our Sun; occafioned by the 
CuancGes that have been obferved to take place in the Lustre of the 


FIXED STARS. 


[Extraéted from the firft Part of the Purrosopurcat TRANSACTIONS of 
the Royar Socrety of Lonvon, for the Year 1796.] 


e Y obfervations fuch as this 

paper has been calculated to 
promote and facilitate, we are ena- 
bled to refolve a problem not only 
of great confequence, but in which 
we are all immediately concerned. 
Who, for inftance, would not with 
to know what degree of perma- 
nency we ought to afcribe to the 
luftre of our fun? Not only the 
ftability of our climates, but the 
very exiftence of the whole animal 
and vegetable creation itfelf is in- 
velved in the queftion. Where 
can we hope to receive information 
upon this fubjeét, but from aftro- 
nomical obfervations? If it be 
allowed to admit the fimilarity of 
ftars with our fun as a point effa- 
blithed, how neceffary will it be to 
take notice of the fate of our neigh- 
bouring funs, in order to. guefs at 
that of ovr own! That ftar which 
among the multitude we have dig- 
nified by the name of fun, to-mor- 
row may flowly begin to undergo 
a gradual decay of brightnefs, like 
@ leonis, a ceti, « draconis, 3 urfe 
majoris, and many other diminith- 
ing ftars that will be mentioned in 


, 


my catalogues. It may fuddenly 
increafe, like the wonderful ftar in 
the back of Caffiopea’s chair, and 
the no lefs remarkable one in the 
foot of Serpentarius; or gradually 
come on like @ geminorum, £ cetl, 
€ fagittarii,, and many other in- 
crealing ftars, for which Lalfo refer 
to my catalogues. And laftly, it 
may turn into a periodical one of 
2§ days duration, as algol is one of 
three days, dcephei of 5, 6 lyr of 
6, » antinol of 7 days, and as many 
others, are of various periods. 

“ Now, if by a proper attention 
to this fubje&t, and by frequently 
comparing the real ftate of the 
heavens with fuch catalogues of 
brightnefs as mine, it fhould be 
found that all, or many of the ftars 
which we now have reafon to fu- 


fpect to be changeable, are indeed 


tubje&t to an alteration in their 
luftre, it will much leffen the con- 
fidence we have hitherto placed 
upon the permanency of the equal 
emiffion of light of our fun. Ma- 
ny, phenomena in natural hiftory 
feem to point out fome paft changes 
in our climates. Perhaps the eafief 


way 
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way of accounting for them may be 
to furmife that our fun has been 
formerly fometimes more and fome- 
times lefs bright than it is at prefent. 
At all events, it will be highly pre- 
fumptuous to lay any great ftrefs 
upon the ftability of the prefent 
order of things; and many hitherto 
unaccountable varieties that happen 
in our feafons, fuch as a general 
feverity or mildnefs of uncommon 
winters or burning fummers, may 

offibly meet with an eafy folution 
in the real inequality of the fun’s 
rays. 

** A method of afcertaining the 
quantity or intenfeneis of folar 
fight might be contrived by fome 
photometer or inftrument properly 
conftruéted, which ought probably 
to be placed upon fome high and 
infulated mountain, where ‘the in- 
fluence of various caufes that affect 
heat and cold, though not entirely 
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removed, would be confiderably 
leffened. Perhaps the thermometer 
alone might be fufficient. For 
though the luftre of the fun fhould 
be the chief obje& of this refearch, 
yet, as the effeé&t of light in pro- 
ducing expanfion in mercury feems 
to be intimatély conneéted with the 
quantity of the incident folar rays, 
it may be admitted that all conclu- 
fions drawn from their ation upon 
the thermometer will apply to the 
inveftigation of the brilliancy of the 
fun. And here the forms laid 
down by Mr. Mayer, in his little 
treatife De Variationibus Therme- 
metri accuratius defniendis, may be 
of confiderable fervice todiftinguith 
the regular caufes of the change of 
the thermometer from the adven- 
titious ones, among which I place 
the probable inftability of the fun’s 
luftre.”’ 








MineraLocicat Account of the natrvze Go cp lately difcovered in 
IxeLanv, in a Lerrer from Asranam Micts, Efg. to Sir Josera 


Banxs, Bart. K. B. P. R.S. 


[From the fame Work.] 


as HE extraordinary circum- 

fiance of native gold being 
found in this vicinity, early excited 
my attention, and led me to [cize 
the firft opportunity that prefented 
itfelf, after my late arrival here, to 
infpeet the place where the difco- 
very was made. 

“ Twent thither on Tuefday, the 
3d of this month, with Mr. Lloyd, 
of Havodynos, and Mr. Weaver. 
The former having given you fome 
account of the circumftances which 
attended the original difcovery, 
and, fince he left me, a favourable 
day “having enabled Ine to take a 
fecond view of the adjacent coun- 


try, I thall now attempt to defcribe 
the general appearance, and add 
{uch further information as has 
come to my knowledge. 

“ The workings ,which the 
peafantry recently undertook are 
en the north-eatt fide of the moun- 
tain Croughan Kinfhelly, within 
the barony. of Arklow, and county 
of Wic klow, on the ‘lands of the 
earl of Cary sfort, wherein the earl 
of Ormond claims a right to the 
minerals, in confequence (as I have 
been informed) of a grant in the 
reign of king Henry the Second, 
by prince John, during his com-. 
mand of his father's forces in Ire- 

(GF 3 land; 
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land ; which grant was renewed and 
confirmed by queen Elizabeth, and 
again by king Charles the Second. 

* The fummit of the mountain 
is the boundary between the coun- 
ties of Wicklow and Wexford; 
feven Englifh miles weft from Ark- 
low, ten to the fouth-weftward of 
Rathdrum, and fix fouth-wefterly 
from Cronebane mines; by efti- 
mation about fix hundred yards 
above the level of the fea. It ex- 
tends W. by N. and E. by S. and 
ftretches away to the north-eatt- 
ward, to Ballycoage, where fhatfts 
have formerly been funk, and fome 
copper and magnetic iron ore has 
been found; and thence to the 
N. E. there extends a tract of mine- 
ral country, eight miles in length, 
running through the lands of Bal- 
lymurtagh, Ballygahan, Tigrony, 
Cronebane, Connery, and Kilma- 
coe, in all which veins of copper 
ore are found; and terminating at 
the flate quarry at Balnabarny. 

* On the higheft part of the 
mountain are bare rocks, being a 
variety of argillite, whofe joints 
range N.N.E. and S.S.W. hade to 
the S.S.W. and in one part include 
a rib of quartz, three inches wide, 
which follows the direé&tion of the 
dtrata. Around the rocks, for tome 
diftance, is found ground, covered 
with heath; defcending to the eatt- 
ward, there is {pringy ground, 
aboundjng with coarfe grais; and 
below that, a verv extenfive bog, 
in which the turf is from four to 
nine feet thick, and beneath it, in 
the fubftratum of clay, are many 
angular fragments of quartz, con- 
taining chlorite,, and ferruginous 
earth. Belowthe turbary the ground 
falls witha quick de{cent, and three 
ravines are obferved. ‘The central 
one, which is the moft confide- 
rable, has been worn by torrents, 
which derive theiy fource from the 


bog; the others are formed lower 
down the mountain by fprings, 
which uniting with the former, 
below their junction the gold has 
been found. The fmaller have not 
water fufficient ta wath away the 
incumbent clay, fo as to lay bare 
the fubftratum; and their beds only 
contain gravel, confifting of quartz 
with chlorite, and other fubftances 
of which the mountain confifts, 
The great ravine prefents a more 
interefting afpeét ; the water in its 
defcent has, in a very fhort diftance 
from the bog, entirely cariied off 
the clay, and confiderably worn 
down the fubftrata of rock, which 
it has laid open to infpection, 

** Defcending along the bed of 
the great ravine, whofe general 
courfe is to the eaftward, a yellow 
argillaceous fhiftus is firft feen; the 
lamin are much fhattered, are very 
thin, have a light hade to the 
S.S.W. and range E.S.E. and 
W.N.W. tnglubed within the 
fhift, is a vejn of compact barren 
quartz, about three feet wide, 
ranging N.E. and S.W.; below 
this is another vein, about nine inch- 
es wide, having the fame range 
as the former, and hading to the 
northward, coniifting of quartz, 
including ferruginous earth. Lower 
down, is a vein of a compact aggre- 
gate fubftance, apparently com- 
pounded of quartz, ochraceous 
earth, chert, minute particles of 
mica, and fome little argillite, of 
unknown breadth, ranging E. and 
W. hading faft to the fouthward, 
and including ftrings of quartz, 
from one to two inches thick, the 
quartz containing ferruginous earth. 
The yellow argillaceous fhiftus 1s 
again feen with its former hade and 
range; and then, adjacent (o a quartz 
vein, is laminated blue argillaceous 
fhiftus, ranging N.E. and S.W. 
and hading 5. E.; which is afver- 

wards 
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wards feen varying its rance and 
hade, running E.N.E.and W.S.W. 
and hading N.N.W.; lower down, 
the blue fhiit is obferved more 
compaét, though ftill laminated. 
The ground, lefs fteep, becomes 
fpringy, is inclofed, and the ravine, 
erage er, has depofited a confider- 
able quantity of clay, fand, and 
gravel. Following the courfe of 
the ravine, or, as it may now more 
properly be called, the brook, arrive 
at the road which leads to Arklow ; 

here is a ford, and the brook has 
the Irifh name of Aughatinaveught 
(the river that drowned the old 
man); hence it defcends to the 
Aughrim river, juft above its con- 
fluence with that from Rathdrum, 
which, after their junétion, t take 
the general name of the Ovo, that, 
difcharging itfelf into the fea near 
the town of Arklow, forms an har- 
bour for veffels of {mall burthen. 

‘ The lands of Ballinvally are 
to the fouthward, and the lands of 
Ballinagore to the northward, of 
the ford, where the blue hiftus 
rock, whofe joints are nearly ver- 
tical, is feen ranging E.N.E. and 
W.S.W. including fmall ftrings of 
quartz, which contain ferruginous 
earth. The fame kind of earth is 
alfo feen in the quartz, contained in 
a vein from ten to twelve inches 
wide, ranging E.N.E. and W.S.W. 
and hading to the fouthward, which 
has been laid open in forming the 
Arklow road. 

“© Here the valley is from twenty 
to thirty yards in width, and is 
covered with fubftances wathed 
down from the mountain, which 
on the fides have accumulated to 
the depth of about twelve feet. 
A thin ftratum of vegetable foil lies 


oS 
uppermoft ; then clay, mingled 


with fine fand, compofed of {mall 
particles of quartz, mica, and fhift ; 
ecneath which the fame fubitances 





in Iretawnp. [103] 
are larger, and conflitute a bed of 
gravel, that alfo contains nodules 
of fine grained iron ftone, which 
produces 50 per cent. of crude iron ; 
incumbent on the rock, are large 
tumblers of quartz, a variety of 
argillite and fhiftus; many pieces 
of the quartz are perfeétly pure, 
others are attached to the fhittus, 
others contain chlorite, pyrites, 
mica, and ferruginous earth ; and 
the arfenical cubical pyrites fre. 
quently occurs, imbedded in the 
blue fhiftus. In*this mafs of mat- 
ter, before the workings began, the 
brook had formed its channel down 
to the furface of the rock, and be- 
tween fix and feven feet wide, but 
in times of floods extended itfeil 
entirely over the valley. 

*¢ Retearches have been made for 
the gold, amidft the fand and gra- 
vel alonz the run of the brook. for 
near half a mile in length; but it 
is only about one hundred and fifty 

yards above, and about two hun- 
dred yards below the ford, that the 
trials have been attended with much 
fuccefs: within that fpace, the 

valley is tolerably level, and the 
banks of the brook have not more 
than five feet of fand and gravel 
above the rock; added to this, it 
takes a {mall turn to the fouthward, 
and, confequently, the rude furfaces 
of the fhiltus rock in fome degree 
crofs its courfe, and form natural 
impediments to the particles of gold 
being carried further down the 
ftream, which ftiil lower has a more 
rapid defcent; befides, the rude 
manner in which the country peo- 
ple worked, feldom enabled thei 
to penetrate to the rock, in thofe 
places where the fand and grav el 
were of any material d:pth. Their 


‘ method was, to turn the courfe of 
the water wherever they deemed 
neceflary, and then, with any in- 
ftruments they could procure, to 


dig 
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dig holes down to the rock, and 
by wafhing, in bowls and fieves, the 
fand and gravel they threw out, to 
feparate the particles of gold which 
jt contained; and from the flo- 
venly and hafty way in which their 
operations were performed, much 
gold moft probably efcaped their 
fearch; and that indeed .actually 
appears to have been the cafe; for 
fince the late rains wathed the clay 
and gravel which had been thrown 
up, pold has been found lying on 
the furface. The fituation of the 
place, and the conftant command 
of water, do, however, very clearly 
point out the great facility with 


which the gold might be feparated ~ 


from the trafh, by adopting the 
mode of working practifed at the 
eft managed tin {tream works in 
the county of Cornwall; that is, 
entirely to remove (by inachinery) 
the whole cover off the rock, and 
then wafh it in proper buddles and 
fieves, And by thus continuing 
the operations, conftantiy advan- 
cing in the ravine towards the 
mountain, as long as gold fhould be 
found, the vein that forms its ma- 
trix might probably be laid bare. 

“ “The difcovery was made pub- 
lic, and the workings began, early 
in the month of September laft, 
and continued till the asth of 
October, when a party of the Kil- 
dare militia arrived, and took pof- 
feflion by order of government; 
and the great concourle of people, 
who were bufily engaged in endea- 
vouring to procure a thare of the 
treafure, immediately deiifted from 
their labour, and peaceably retired. 

* Calculatious have been made, 


‘that during the ‘oregoing period, 


old to the amount of three thou- 
fand pounds Irifh fterliag was fold 
to various perfons; the average 
_ was three pounds fifteen fhil- 
gs per ounce; hence eight hun- 
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dred ounces appear to have been 
collected within the fhort {pace of 
fix weéks. 

‘¢ The gold is of a bright yellow 
colour, perfectly malleable ; the 
fpecific gravity of an apparently 
clean piece 19,900. A ipecimen, 
affayed here by Mr. Weaver, in the 
moift way, produced from 24 grains, 
224%, grains of pure gold} and 
ifd+ of filver. Some of the gold 
is intimately blended with, and 
adherent to quartz; fome (it is 
faid) was found united to the fine 
grained iron ftone, but the major 
part was entirely free from the ma- 
trix; every piece more or lefs 
rounded on the edges, of various 
weights, forms, and fizes, from the 
moit minute particle up to 202. 
17 dwts.; only two pieces are 
Known to have been found of fu- 
perior weight, and one of thofe is 
5, and the other 22 dunces, 

*“ [ much regret not having been 
prefent when the work was going 
on, that I might have feen the gold 
as found, before prepared for fale 
by breaking off any extraneous 
matter that adhered ; for in that 
ftate, a proper attention to the fub- 
{tances with which it was united, 
and a fubfequent diligent infpection 
of the feveral veins that range 
through the mountain, might afhit 
towards the difcovery of that from 
whence it was detached. 

‘I fhall fhortiy return to Eng- 
land; and on avy arrival, will fend 
fpecimens of the gold, and of the 
different fubftances of the moun- 
tain, to be depotited (if you think 
proper, in the collection of the 
Royal Society, 

“ And am, with great refpect, &C. 


« ABRAHAM MILLS. 


“ The bearings are all taken by the 
compafs, without allowing fok the 
variation, 


#¢ Befides 








bs Befidesthefe accounts of the gold 
found in hreland, the following in- 
formation has been received on 
that fubject. 

“ William Molefworth, efq. of 
Dublin, ina letter to Richard Molef- 
worth, efg. F.K.S. writes, that he 
weighed the largeft piece of gold 
in his balance, both in air and 
water; that its weight was 20 oz. 
2 dwts. 21 gr. and its {pecific gra- 
vity, to that of flerling gold, as 
1z to 18. - Alfo that Kichard 
Kirwan, efq. F.R.S. found the fpe- 
cific gravity of another fpecimen 
to be as 13 to 18. Hence, as the 
gold was worth £4 an ounce, 
Mr. William Moletworth con- 
chides, that the {pecimens are full 
of pores and cavities, which in- 
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creafe their bulk, and that there 
are fome extraneous fubftances; 
{uch as dirt or clay, contained in 
thuwe cavities, 

“ This opinion was difcovered 
to be well founded, by cutting 
through fome of the fmall lumps. 

“ Stanefhy Alchorne, efq. his 
majefty’s aflav-mafter at the Tower 
of London, affayed two fpecimens 
of this native gold. The firft ap- 
peared to contain, in 24 carats, 

21° of fine gold; 

12 of Ane filver; 
¢ ofalloy, which feemed to be 
copper tinged with a little iron. 

‘* The fecond {pecimen ditfered 
only in holding 21; inftead of 21$ 
of fine gold,” 





On Puica Potonica; by Mr, Freperic Horrman, Surceon to the 
Prusstan ARMY. 


{from the Memorrs of the Literary and Paivosopmicar Society 
of Mancuestzr, Vol. 1V. Part 1I.] 


“ ISEASES, the tendency of 

1) whichis fatal, andthe occur- 
rence frequent, peculiarly claim the 
attention of the pra¢tical phyfician; 
while morbid affections, which ap- 
pear more rarely, and prefent un- 
ufual phenomena, more efpecially 
aitract the enquiries of thofe whofe 
object. is the extenfion of general 
fcience. The difeafe termed Plica 
Polonica is of the latter clafs. It 
is endemic in Poland, and feldom, 
if ever, obferved in any other part 
of Europe. During a long ftay at 


Breflau in Stlefia, I had frequent 
opportunities of obferving this dif- 
eafe: and, as it is at prefent little 
Known in Britain, I truft a brief 
narration of the principal circum- 
{tances connected with it will not 
prove uginterefting, 





* Both fexes are equally liable 
to the attacks of plica. It ufualiy 
appears during infancy; and but 
feldom after the age of twenty. 
When once produced, it continues 
during the remainder of life. The 
accellon of the complaint is in 
general preceded by irregular fpaf- 
modic affections, pains in different 
parts of the body, a flow fever, and 
yarious difeafes of the eyes; all 
which ceafe immediately on the 
appearance of the Plica. 

“ The diforder confiits in a pra- 
ternaturally rapid growth of the 
hair, with a copious fecretion of a 
vifcid matter from its bulbs. For 
the moft part, the hairs of the head 
are‘alone affected; and that only 
in peculiar parts. In thefe, the 
hairs grow confiderably longer than 
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in the reft; and are knotted and 
entangled with each other; being 
alfa covered with the vifcid matter 
which iffves from their rootsnd 
which affifts in gluing them toge- 
ther. 

«« In proportion as the quantity 
of this gluten, and the implication 
of the hair increafes, it is {till more 
and more dificult to clean and 
comb it; hence a degree of phthi- 
riafis is produced, and the head 
contracts an extremely feetid fmell, 
te which, however, the Polifh pea- 
fants are fo much accuftomed, 
that they endure it without coin- 
plaint, or any manifeft inconveni- 
ence. 

© I¢ is alfo an opinion univer- 
fally prevalent with them, that the 
difeate is a falutary effort of nature 
toexpel a morbid matter from the 
body; and that to interrupt the 
courte of it would be productive of 
imminent danger; hence, they 
make no attempt to cure, or even 
pailiate the complaint. And, if 
we may repofe confidence in au- 
thors of eftablifhed reputation, 
morbid affeétions of afimilar nature 
to thofe which precede its occur- 
rence, paralyfis, anc even death it- 
feli, have fucceeded imprudent at- 
tempts to check the progrets of the 
difeafe. Tuthis refpedt, plica bears 
fome analegy to the exanthemata, 
and various chronic cutaneous 
eruptions. 

* } am as vet unable to decide 
whether this complaint Is heredi- 
tary or not. From fome obfer- 
vations indeed it appears, that a 
predifpofition to it may be tranf- 
mitted from parents to their off- 
{pring ; but my information on 
this head is too limited to afcer- 
tain the poiat. In one cafe which 
felh under my own obiervation, two 
brothers had plica, both on the 
left fide of the head, and in about 


~~ 
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one-third of their hairs: I learned 
from them, that their father and 
grandfather had alfo been uffected 
with the difeafe in a form exa@ly 
fimilar. ' 

‘* Befides the human fpecies, 
other animals are fubjec&t to this 
complaint. It appears in fome of 
the fineft horfes in Poland. In 
them itis fituated in the mane, and 
fometimes in the long hairs around 
the hoof and fetlock joint. It at- 
tacks alfo the different fpecies of 
the canine genus; dogs, wolves, 
and foxes. Previous to its occur- 
rence in the firft, the fymptoms of 
rabies ulually appear: the tail is 
dropped between the hind legs, 
there is a flow of frothy faliva from 
the mouth, the fight and appetite 
are impaired, or entirely loft; they 
are {nappifh, and difpofed to bite, 
but their bite does not produce hy- 
drophobia. The wolf is atfeécted in 
the fame manner: he leaves his 
wonted concealinents in the woods, 
and runs wildly among the flocks, 
biting, and deftroving them, but 
without producing hydrophobia. 

“ The impofhbility of afcer- 
taining the true caufes of this fin. 
gular difeafe has given rife to 
feveral vague conjectures on the 
fubject; as that of Le Fontaine, 
who attributes it to a corruption of 
the fat. 

“It is fomewhat remarkable, 
that plica takes piace only among 
the lower clafs of people ; whence 
fome have conceived, that it is to 
be confidered merely as a conte- 
quence of uncteanlinefs. 

“ But, in objection to this opi- 
nion, ic may be urged, that it is un- 
known in thg' adjoining countries 
fubje& to the Prufhan government, 
where the peafants are habituated 
to the fame cuftoms and mode of 
life, or nearly the fame as in Poland 
—that its appearance affords evls 

deus 





dent relief to the fyftem, and its 
retroceflion is productive of dan- 
gerous confequences. The idea, 
that it is a real and idiopathic dif- 
cafe, is confirmed alfo by its oc- 
currence in a variety of animals, 
and by the circumftance of its being 
confined to particular parts of the 
head; for which no reafon can: be 
alligned on the former fuppofition. 

“ A peculiarity of climate can- 
not be adduced as a caufe of this 
difeafe. Poland differs little in this 
refpe@ from the adjoining coun- 
tries. The fummer heat is confi- 
derable, the thermometer rifing fre- 
quently to 98°, 100°, 104°, and 
the cold in winter fo great, that it 
falls fometimes 10, 15 degrees be- 
low o. But though the changes in 
the atmofphere are fo remarkable, 
at different periods of the year, 
they take place with the utmoft 
regularity, the temperature pafling, 
by infenfible degrees, from one ex- 
treme to the other. 

“ The Poles themfelves are a 
vigorous hardy race; inured from 
infancy to labour, and to expofure 
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to the viciffitudes of the atmo- 
peers: almoft regardlefs of cold, 
they frequently fleep in the open 
air. Their diet confifts chiefly of 
animal food, and they are much 
addicted to the ufe of {pirits. They 
have an equal fondnefs for other 
{trong ftimulating liquids. I have 
feen them drink, with the greateft 
pleafure, the falt brine in which 
herrings have been preferved, and 
even nitrous acid, diluted with 
water. 

‘Since no other caufe can be 
afligned tor this difeafe, it is pro- 
bable that it arifes, according to 
the general opinion, from conta- 
gion; a contagion which, like that 
of pfora, can be communicated by 
contact only; but this I have not 
been able to afcertain by any ob- 
fervations of my own. 

* Itis faid, however, by authors 
of reputation, that plica is frequent 
in Tartary ; and that it was brought 
into Poland in the thirteenth cen- 
tury by the Tartars, who at that 
period made frequent irruptionsin- 
to the eaftern parts of Europe.” 





Account of the Lynx of Asruzzo. 


[From the Travers through various Provisces of the Kixcpom of 


NAPLES, in 1789, by 


Cuaries Utysses, of Saris Marscunios, 


tranilated from the German, by Anruony Aurrerk, big.] 


a LTHOUGH Buffon and 

Schreber have given us 
very good accounts of the lynx, the 
naturalift will probably not be dif- 
pleafed at receiving fome infor- 
mation about the fpecies of lynx 
peculiar to the provinces of A- 
bruzzo. It is frequently met with 
in the woods «of Abruzzo Ultra, 
where it is called I] Gatto Pardo, 
and is fmaller than a fort that is not 
wurequent among the Grifon 


mountains, and which precifely 
refembles the fpecies given in But- 
fon's Natural Hiftory, part xix, 
plate 21, French, oftavo—and in 
Schreber’s sucking Animals, pare 
iii, ph. 109, page 408. But the lynx 
of Abruzzo is of a darker colour, 
is from eighteen to twenty inches 
high, and from twenty-four to 
iwenty-feven inches in length, to 
the root of the tail, which 1s four 
inches long. The male is larger 
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than the female. The colour is 
whitith, with fpots like ftars, of a 
reddifh yellow, inclining to a yel- 
low gold colour. The hair is fhort 
and foft, the head large, and hikea 
tvger’s, with longifh upright ears, 
terminated by a tuft of coarfe, hard, 
and upright briftles. The eyes are 
large, and the teeth, claws, and 
whifkers, are long and fharp. Had 
I been fortunate enough to procure 
a dead one, I could give a much 
more complete defcription ; but I 
could not fucceed in my endea- 
vours. The a¢tions of this animal 
exactly refemble thofe of a cat, 
like which it fits, runs, fprings, 
eats, purrs, and fleeps; although all 
thefe actions are in proportion to 
itsfuperior fize. It is eafily tamed; 
and the baron Tomafetti affured 
me that it ran about the houfe like 
a cat, was much attached to them, 
and was in no wife inconvenient, 
except from its extraordinary curi- 
ofity. Not acorner in the houfe, 
nor a moveable therein, remained 
unvifited; and a female loft its life 
by jumping down the hole in the 
privy. Iwas furprifed to find that 
the domeitic cat had an infuperable 
averfion to this animal; and I was 
atlured, that the moment a lynx was 
brought into the houfe, all the cats 
difappeared, and were feen no more 
during that animal's abode there. 
The lynx bears the privation of its 
freedom only fo long as it is al- 
lowed to wander about the houfe; 
all thofe which the baron fent to 
the roval menagerie having foon 
died of excefs of fat, which was the 
cafe with that | faw there, and 
which aifo appeared extremely me- 
Jancholy. The lynx of Abruzzo 
is unqueftionably the mott fwift, 
fubtle, and audacious beaft of prey 
in Italy. It only wanders about in 
the night, and never is feen in the 
day, unmlefs when in heat, or in 
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fearch of provifion for its young’ 
It feeds upon all kinds of mice’ 
moles, martins, ferrets, hares, bad- 
gers, otters, and even fheep and 
goats; neither are tame and wild 
fowl fafe from its attacks. It 
watches for its prey, either upon 
the ground, or between the bran 
ches of a tree, and ufually feizes it 
at the very firit fpring, even though 
it be on full fpeed; and from its 
ambufcade amongft the branches, 
it fuccefsfully darts upon birds that 
are upon the wing. When it has 
killed fuch a large animal as a wild 
boar, or a roe-buck, it firft fucks 
the blood out of the arteries, which 
feems to be its favourite food; after 
which it devours the foft parts of 
the head, neck, fhoulders, and legs, 
together with the entrails, and 
leaves the remainder. When it 
fails in procuring a live animal, it 
contents itfelf with vegetables, or 
eratifies itfelf with all kinds of 
fruit. Its favourite place of abode 
is amongft thick and extenfive 
forefts, and in folitary diftricts, 
where it makes its retreat in hollow 
trees, or in holes and clefts in the 
rocks. It pairs only once a year, 
at the beginning of fpring; and 
contrary to the cuftom of cats, 
which celebrate their nuptials with 
hideous cries, it remains perfectly 
filent. The female goes two 
months, and then brings forth two 
young ones, which are generally of 
different fexes. She fuckles them 
during two months ; and the young 
ones fequire two years to grow, 
and be fit for pairing. It has been 
obferved here, that the lynx gene- 
rally attains the age of twenty yearss 
Sociability appertains not to its 
qualities, and more than one couple 
are rarely found in adiftri@. Like 
all creatures upon earth, this alfo 
has its enemies, and is purfued by 
men, dogs, wolves, and_ large 

fnakes. 
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faakes. Flight is its. firft object; 
but when it is deprived of the 
means of efcape, and is attacked 
end wounded, it defends itielf 
againft every defcription of enemy, 
with fuch fury and dexterity, that 
it is feldom overcome but by num- 
bers of beafts, or the fuperiority of 
human fagacity. The lynx not 
ouly feeds occafionally upon the 
ocibes of dead men, but even at- 
tacks children, and devours them. 
This animal is feldom to be taken 
alive, except whilft very young, 
when it is frequently found playing 
upon the grafs near the trees, or 
firaying about the country in queit 
of its mother. It is fometiimes 
taken in traps, but i$ generally fhot. 
The attachment fubfifting between 
a couple is remarkable: for when 
one lies dead upon the ground, and 
the hunters have retired toa certain 
diftance, the other approaches its 
comrade, looks at it, goes round it, 
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lies down by it,goes away, and re. 
turns feveral times, until it appears 
to have lofi all hope of its being 
only afleep. The lynx furnithes 
man with a very warm and ufefud 
fkin; and fome profit arifes from 
its tat and gall. 

“ From what has been faid, [ 
think that the lynx of Abruzzo 
may be claffed under the fpecies 
which Schreber calis the lynx-cat. 
It is indeed {maller, and ae verv 
diftin& fpots; but that which I 
faw at Naples did not furpafs our’s 
in brilliant colours, and differs from 
it in nothing but in its production 
of only two young ones. Aélian’s 
account of the lynx correfponds 
fo exactly with the one above de- 
{cribed, that J am inclined to fup- 
pefe him not unacquainted with 
that {pecies. As I’liny {peaks of no 
lynxes in Italy, it may be prefumed 
that in his time none exifted 
there.” 





Of the Curtivation of the Orive Tree, and the Procrss of making 
Orit in the Nefcusournoop of GaLviprous, 


[From the fame Work.} 


“ HE clive-tree is here pro- 

pagated, either by grafting, 
by flips, or by runners from the 
matter roots, which in fome places 
are called Barbatelle. 

* They graft upon the wild olive- 
tree, which abounds upon the 
paftures, where old and half de- 
cayed trunks give reafon to fuppofe 
that olive plantations formerly ex- 
ted. This operation is performed 
between the end of March and the 
beginning of May; in three years 
fruit is produced; and this is the 
quickeft method of producing it. 

* ‘The fe€ond mode is here called 
Culmonare. Between November 


and March, the branch of a bear. 
ing tree, from four to feven palms 
long, and from two to three inches - 
thick, is flipped off, and put into a 
hole whichhad been dug fome time 
betore. ‘The earth is then heaped 
up around the branch, within a foot 
of the top, in order that it may re- 
main perfectly frefh ; and in ten 
ears it becomes a profitable tree. 

“© The third method, here called 
Mazarellare, confifts in planting 
very {mall fhoots, at a wey di- 
ftance, in ground prévioufly pre- 
pared. They are ¢ arefully “ atered 
during fuinmer, and tranfplanted 
the third year; but it is oaly atthe 
end 
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énd of 13 or rq years, that any real 
profit can be derived from fuch 
trees. 

“© Tam much furprifed that there 
fhould be no nurfery for olive-trees 
in a diftriét where that tree is ho- 
noured with more attention than 
in any other part of the kingdom. 
The prince of Francavilla had. in- 
deed eftablifhed a nurfery, but after 
his death it was fuffered to go to 
decay, notwithftanding he, as well 
as the whole country, derived the 
greateft benefit therefrom. 

“In the propagation of the 
olive-tree, lefs attention is paid to 
the quality of the olive than ought 
to be fhewn to that article; for 
here, as amongft other kinds of 
fruit-trees, we {hall find feveral va- 
ricties, e{pecially if we are governed 
by their different appellations. But 
befides that, almoft every town has 
its owh peculiar term for one and 
the fame fort; botanizers declare 
that the varieties are very trifling, 
although the natufe of the climate, 
and the mode of cultivation, affu- 
redly occafion fome fort of di- 
ftinction. It is cértain, however, 
that the woods and uncultivated 
places produce a tree called by the 
peafantry Termete and Olivattro, 
which entirely correfponds with 
the Olea Europaea, and brings 
forth a great quantity of fruit, 
which is only half the fize of that 
produced by an engrafted olive- 
tree. From thefe wild trees, when 
improved by cultivation, probably 
fpring the numberlefs varieties, 
which are to be found in this king- 
dom, and of which Dr. Prefta men- 
tions feveral in the quarto edition 
of his Memoria intorno ai Seffanta 
due Jaggi d’Oglio prefentati alla Ma- 
eta del Re di Napoli, publithed at 
Naples, in 1778. Amongeft them 
he principally diftinguiflies only 
two kinds, called at Gallipoli, Og- 


liarola, and Cellina; from whofe 
fruit he extraéted a diffimilar oil, 
although he at the fame time allows 
the dbrénce to be inconfiderable. 
The former correfponds with that 
which the ancients termed Salen. 
tina; and its fruit is by far the bett 
in quality, as well as the moft com. 
mon in the province; but the tree 
that bears it is fubje& to the blight, 
or Brufcas This olive is com. 
monly nine lines long, fix lines 
thick, fomewhat curved, of a 
brownifh hue, and black when it is 
petfectly ripe: it weighs between 
30 and 40 grains, including the 
ftone, which is almoft {modth, and 
weighs about fix or eight grains. 

* The other fort, called Cellina, 
is, after the above, the moft com- 
mon; but it has many different 
appellations, as Uliva di Nardo, 
Cafcirolo, Mifciana, and others; 
and Columella is faid to mention it 
by the name of Oleaftellum. This 
olive is commonly eight lines long, 
fix broad, and has a very light ftone. 
At firft it appears as if covered with 
a filvery fort of crape, but becomes 
quite black when it is ripe; it yields 
lefs than the foregoing, and the oil 
fooner turns rancid. The tree 
which bears this olive, is now very 
generally cultivated, it being lefs 
fubjeé to difeafes, and particularly 
to the Brufea. 

“Phe procefs of cultivating the 
olive-tree confitts, firft, in ftirring 
the ground around the tree. This 
is done at the beginning of the year, . 
when the earth is dug five or fix 
feet around the trunk of the tree, 
to acertain depth, and fome fine 
manure is put to the roots; but 
very judicious cultivators will not 
allow of the magure, and fay that 
it is prejudicial to the quality of 
the oil. Only the trees upon the 
hills and fallow grounds are treated 
as above; the carth around thofe 
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upon fhe plains being fufficiently 
ftirred in the tillage of the land. 

“ Far more ditkcult is the next 
operation of pruning, which is beft 
underitood by the inhabitants of 
the environs of Taranto, and efpe- 
cially by thofe of Mazafra, who are 
univerfally employed. Trees that 
do not fhoot very faft are pruned 
in December; and fuch as are 
planted in a very rich foil, undergo 
that operation in the fpring. The 
principal rule feems to be, to fulfer 
but few centrical branches, to let 
in as much air as poflible to the 
interior of the crown, and to form 
i¢ more in breadth and rotundity 
than in height. But I doubt whe- 
ther the true principles of pruning 
be underftood here; and indeed, 
in fome parts of this province, 
eipecially near Lecce, the trees, 
being never pruned at all, attain a 
very unufual height, and yteld but 
very little fruit. 

“ Dr. Prefta tried the experi- 
ment of pruning and treating his 
trees like efpaliers, with contider- 
able fuccefs. 

* The olive-trees ufually bloffom 
in June. in Oober the fruit be- 
gins to ripen; but does not reach 
its full perfeétion until December, 
when the tkin, the pulp, and the 
furface of the ftone, becomes black. 
At that period they yieid the bett 
cil; and although ia many places 
the olives are fren hanging upon 
the trees until the beginning of 
April, it is extremely detrimental 
to the quality of the oil, if the 
olives are allowed to remain upon 
the trees later than the clofe of 
December. Before the ftone is 


hard, which takes place in Auguft, 
no preflure whatever can jorce any 
ol outof the fruit. Although green 
in October, they are quite ripe 
enough for the table; and in No- 
vember they aflume a reddith hue, 
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but are ftill too acrid to produce olf 
of the beit quality. At that time, 
indeed, a certain tort of vil, called 
Ogio Onfacino, is extracted from 
them, but is only ufed for particu. 
lar purpofes. According to Diof- 
corides, Mat. Med. lib. 1. cap. 2>. 
this oil was likewife prepared be 
the ancients, who knew how to 
give it a white colour, its natural 
one being a greenifli yellow. It 
was by them con&dered as the beit 
oil; but they mutt have poflefled a 
method of preparing and colouring 
it, which is now loft; for notwith- 
ftanding Dr. Prefta has with ing- 
nite attention tried every method 
of making it, the oil has always 
turned fharp, and been of a green- 
if yellow colour. The Oleom 
firictivum of the ancients was 
prepared from olives, which having 
attained a middle ftate of maturiry, 
were neither green nor black, but 
{potted in a very particular man- 
ner. In fome of the environs of 
Taranto, they wait until the olives 
fall to the ground, before they ga- 
ther them; fo that the harvett latts 
from the end of October until the 
end of March. But at Taranto it- 
felf, where the management of this 
ufeful and profitable fruit is better 
underftood, the olives are gathered 
in December with the greate(t care, 
and heaped up in cellars, until it be 
convenient to prefs them. As very 
few individuals have an oil-prefs, 
and as in the baronial towns the 
lord has generaily the exclafive 
right of poffefling one, of which his 
fubjects are confirained to make 
ufe, they are frequently obliged to 
wait fo long before they can extra&t 
their oil, that the olives neceffarily 
fall into a ftate of too great fermens 
tation, which is fucceeded by pu- 
trefa¢tion; and this is one of the 
principal caufes of the general bad- 
nefs of the oil. Theduke of Mar- 
una 
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tina has indeed conftruéted maga- 
zines for olives, arched over, and 
contigudus to his preffes, upon one 
of his eftates, called Cafalerotto, 
where he has goo moggie of olive 
plantations; and the olives are well 
preferved therein; but fuch expen- 
five works can only be undertaken 
by very opulent proprietors. 

“© The oil-mills, called trappeti, 
are of two kinds; one which has 
been in commoy ufe for a long 
period of time; and another that 
was found in the overwhelmed town 
of Stabia, and has been improved 
by Lavegha. The firtt confitts of 
a folid piece of limeftone, or mar- 
ble, fathioned like a miil-ftone, 
feven palms in diameter, and two 
in thicknefs: this vertical fort of 
wheel is placed upright upon a 
round flat ftone, from fix to feven 


palms in diameter, which has a 
raifed border, and is fixed upona 
- . 7 ? ™_ es 
pedettal four palms iigh, From 


the bottom of this ftone rifles a 
moveable cvlinder, from which an 
axle extends into the centre of the 
upright ftone, in fuch a manner, 
that it can turn round, as in the 
nave of awheel. An ats being har- 
nefled to a bar, that ftretches alfo 
from the cylinder acro{s the wheel, 
gives motion both to the evlinder 
2nd the wheel, whofe weight crufhes 
the olives upon the ftone beneath. 
Of the other machine, which was 
found under the ruins of Stabia, 
and has been improved and ren- 
dered fit for prefent ule by Lavegha, 
I have given as correct a repreien- 
tation as a hurried drawing would 
perinit. Jt confilts of a round pe- 
deftal, four or tive palms high, in 
which is fixed a concave hemi- 
fphere, of lava, or other verv hard 
fione, two palms deep in the mid- 
dle, and feven and a haf in dia- 
meter, including the brim, which 
is one palm and a half bread. 
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From the centre of this heniifphere 
rifes a moveable cylinder, whofe 
upper end is let into a cro{s beam, 
in which alfo it moves around, 
Ata certain diftance from the lower 
end, a very {trong iron axle pafies 
through the cylinder; upon each 
fide of which a piece of lava, of an 
hemifphericaf form, is placed, fo 
that the axle paffes them far enough 
for nuts to be fixed at the ends of it, 
in fuch a manner, that the two feg. 
ments may be moved at pleafure, 
to or fromthe eviinder. The con. 
vexity of thefe fegments, which, 
when united, are four palms in 
diameter, exaétly coincides with 
the concavity of the mortar, from 
which the fegments can however 
be withdrawn by means of the nuts. 
In the fpace between the fegments 
are two iron inftruments, of whicl 
one 1s inferted in either ftone; the 
one is inthe form of a fickle, and 
keep the olives under the fegments; 
and the other feratches off the thick 
pulp that adheres to them. A hole 
1s cut through one fide of the con- 
cave ftone, and furnithed with a 
cork, which, when the olives are 
fufhiciently crufhed, is drawn out, 
and the motion ef the machine 
forces out the pulp; when frefh 
olives are thrown into the mill. 
The advantage of this oil-mill over 
the other, coufifts in its requiring 
fewer hands, and in fhortening the 
time of grinding. For with the 
common machine, one inan Is con- 
fiantly employed in replacing un- 
der the mill-ftone fuch olives as falk 
out, and in taking out the pulp, 
before he can pnt in frefh fruit. 
Somewhat lets oil is perhaps pro- 
duced by Lavegha’s mill; but this 
defect 1s amply remed'ed by the 
fuperior quality of the oil; for as 
his mill pofleffes the peculiar ad- 
vantage of cruthing the olive with- 
out grinding the ttone, the oil 1s 

iree 

















free from that raw and acrid fort of 
tafte, to which the oil produced 
from the other mill is but too fub. 
jet. In fhort, its numerous oppo- 
nents can reproach it with nothing 
but being of more expenfive con- 
{truétion ; for their other objeétions, 
that it vields much lefs oil, and that 
their forefathers always made ufe 
of, and were fatisfied with the 
common one, can have but little 
weight with reafonable people. 
And with refpeét to the expence, it 
is indeed certain that the duke of 
Martina expended a large fum in 
the conftruétion of his mills at Ca- 
falerotto, for which he caufed the 
Java to be tranfported by fea from 
the foot. of mount Vefuvius to Ta- 
ranto; but it is not neceffary for 


Of the CuLTIVATION 


of the Ottve Tree. {r13] 
every one to follow the example of 
that opulent nobleman, efpecially 
when itis known that the neigh 
bouring mountains of Calabria 
abound in ftone as proper for the 
purpofe as lava, &c. As foon as 
the olives are fufficiently crufhed, 
the pulp is put into a cylindrical 
fort of ftraw bafkets, called fifchi- 
oli, placed one upon another, under 
a prefs, that is worked by four or 
five men. When the oil is done 
running, warm water is thrown 
upon the bafkets, which undergo a 
fecond preffure. The oil is re- 
ceived either in wooden or earthen 
veffels, out of which it is poured 
into a deep brick ciftern, where it 
is ufually well preferved.” 
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ANCIENT TERRASSED Works in the 
Nortu 6f Envcianp, by Joun Ferrrar, M.D. 


[From the Memorrs of the Lirerary and Purrosopnican Sociery of 


MancuHes 


N the northern counties of this 
kingdom, the fides of hills are 
in many places divided by regular 
terraces,’ evidently artificial Such 
works are firft obfervable in Weft- 
moreland and Cumberland; in 
Northumberland they are very nu- 
merous. It is uncertain whether 
they exift in Scotland, for the filence 
of antiquarians, who are generally 
bad judges of earthen works, af- 
fords no proof to the contrary. 
Probably, the famous parallel roads 
of Glenco, defcribed in the appen- 
dix to Mr. Pennant’s Tour, are ter- 
races of this kind, as they abound 
in the avenues of hilly and difficult 
countries. The extent of thefe 
works is very different; in fome 
places, there are not more than 
three or four rows of terraces, ca- 
pable altogether of containing an 
hundred men; but in others, the 
terraces mount almoft to the fum- 
mits of lofty hills, and would lodge 
a confiderable body of troops. At 
the battle of Humbledon, the Scot- 
tifh army is faid to have been potted 
on one of thefe works, which is 
the moft extenfive I remember to 
have obferved. 
“ That geet terraces were 
tended for military purpofes, 


in- 
can 


- firs anger part of the country. 


srER, Vol. IV. Part H.] 


hardly be doubted; but in what 
age, or with what particular view 
they were formed, has never yet 
been determined. 

“ Mr. Wallis, in his Antiquities 
of Northumberland, fuppofes them 
to have been ftations for parading 
the militia; but it is improbable, 
that in rude times, fo much exer- 
tion fhould have been employed, 
in places not eafily acceflible, fora 
purpofe, to which a level furface 
was much better adapted. On the 
contrary, their pofition, on com- 
manding fituations, fecured by pre- 
cipices, or difficult eminences on 
both flanks, or covered by advan- 
ced works of the fame kind, but of 
fmaller fize, points them out as 
lines of defence. _ I believe they 
are chiefly to be traced on the mott 
acceffible parts of a high country, 
or rifing from the brink of a river, 
to defend the paflage. By what 
people they were raifed, it is very 
dificult to conjefture. They dif- 
fer ln every particular from the 

Britith works, defcribed by Cefar, 
and are probably of more recent 
date, for they indicate the accefs of 
the invaders to the interior, and 


And 


no traces of the Britith dry walls 
appear 








appear in them, although ftone is 
plentiful on the very eeene where 
they are formed. T ey refemble, 
in fome places, the Danifh field. 
works, but their great extent, and 
pofition with refpect to the fea and 
low country, for they chiefly poi int 
to the eaft and fouth, render it im- 
probable that they are of Danith 
origin. I was once inclined to 
think, that they were conftru¢ted 
to oppote the progrefs of that peo- 
ple, becaufe confiderable terraces 
are vifible, on the floping eminen- 
ces of fome fields, near Bambrough 
caftle, in Northumberland, which, 
among a great variety of intrench. 
ments, contain fome beautiful fe- 
micircular redoubts, with triple 
ramparts, But, in a fhort ramble 
to the lakes, in fpring 1791, the 
view of Orton Scarr,; between Ken- 
dal and Appleby, and of the neigh- 
bouring country, induced me to 
believe, that if this kind of defence 
were employed againft the Danes, 
it had been, however, of earlier 
origin. 

“ Orton Scarr (or rock), of 
which I have given a very imper- 
feét fketch from memory, lies on 
the north-eaft, directly oppofite the 
lower opening of the pais of Bre- 
derdale, at the extremity of a nar-. 
row valley, watered by a fmall 
river. The front of the precipice 
is occupied by three rows of ter- 
races, refembling two round baf- 
tions, conneéted byacurtin. On 
the more level part of the hill, un- 
der the beacon, fome lines appear 
to have been drawn, but I had not 
leifure to trace them. Near the 
road, fomewhat in the rear of the 
terraces, two {mall cairns are vi- 


fible. The pafs_ of Brederdale, 


which the traveller defcends, in 
going northwards, is a fteep and 
winding defile, commanded by pre- 
Where it begius to 


ipitous hills. 
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fpread out towards the valley, we 
meet with a confiderable Roman 
ftation, occupying nearly the whole 
breadth of the pats, from the fteep 
bank of the rivulet, to the foot of 
the declivity. It appears to have 
been fortified with care, for it is 
furrounded by a lofty double ram- 
part,and two ditches. In the bot- 
tom, where the banks of the rivu- 
let are level, appear the traces of 
Caftle How, Ww hich [ fufpect to be 
founded on the fite of a Roman 
caftellum, defigned to pr otect the 
wate ring parties. Tt isin full view 
of the ftation. Thus we are pre- 
fented with the appearance of two 
hoftile garrifons, evidently invading 
and invaded. At preient, all is 
folitarinefs and filence: 


Stat cl) 


cum alta guics, curvogue indixus 
aratro 
Defertas foffas, et caft zminantia cajffris 
Rufti us invertit, tacita form:idine laflrags 
Horr ore'mgus saad | a fros ft? (Dus ORTOS. 


Addifon. key Guliclin. 


On the oppofite bank of the ri- 
vulet, lower than. caftle How, ap- 
pears to have been another caftel- 
lum. At the entrance of the de- 
file, from the fouth, a few flight 
traces of terraces are feehs, and the 
remains of a {quare entrenchment, 
with a fhallow ditch, are difco- 
vered, adjoining, in the flat coun- 
try. In temporary encampments, 
the Romans commonly ufed a 
ditch, from three to five feet deep. 
Thefe filent monuments imprefs a 
connected ftory on the mind of the 
obferver, and perhaps afford fome 
materials for recovering a loft chape 
ter in hiftory. Happily, the anti- 
quarian vifion 1 am about to res 
cite, obliges us to erafe nothing 
already recorded, 

“It feems, from the imperfeét 
account of Tacitus, that Agricola 
was the firf{ Roman commander 


H 2 who 
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who penetrated into that part of the 
country, in which thefe antiquities 
are fituated. Cerealis had reduced 
the Brigantes of Yorkfhire, but the 
inhabitants of Chefhire and Lan- 
cafhire were unfubdued, and the 
people of Weftmoreland had pro- 
bably fecured themfelves in their 
rocks and defiles. The incidents 
of Agricola’s firft campaign are 
only hinted at by Tacitus, and moft 
of our antiquarians have contented 
themfelves with fuppoiing, that he 
entered Yorkfhire by the way of 
ifurium, or Aldborough. But the 
firft operation of that general was 
to recover the ifle of Mona, or An- 
glefey, immediately before his troops 
went into winter quarters, and it is 
probable, from the expreilions of 
Tacitus, that in the following {pring 
he proceeded northwards, along the 
coafts of Chefhire and Lancafhire : 
loca caftris ipfe capere, wftuaria ac 
“ fylvas ipfe prctentare nulla ante 
& Britannia nova pars illacefiita wrans- 
“ ferit.’ The word afwaria can 
only refer to the inlets of the wef- 
tern coat: the wftuaries of the 
Merfey and Ribble, aud the bay of 
Morecamb, the moricambe eluarinm 
of the Romans. Mr, Whitaker, in 
his learned hiltory of Manchitter, 
has therefore conjectured, with 
yreat probability, that in 79, after 
overcoming the Cornavi', Agricola 
invaded Lancafhire. The appear- 
ances I have defcribed, induce me 
to add to his conjecture, that the 
campaign was probably clofed by 
an invafion of Weftinoreland and 
Cumberland, and that in its courfe, 
Orton Starr was attacked and taken. 
The ftrong country, with which 
the pafs of Brederdale communi- 
Cates, might have been the retuge 
ot part of the Brigantes, who had 
efcaped from the attack made by 
Cerealis on the low country. From 
the number of Britifa and Roman 





“remains in this neighbourhood, jit 


plainly appears that the hilly coun- 
try was formerly well peopled, and 
confidered as an important diftric, 
No part of it was negle&ted. Even 
the dreary pafs of Borrodale re. 
ceived a Roman garrifon. And 
while the religious horror of the 
adjoining mountains favoured the 
myfterious impoftures of tlie Dru- 
ids, the beauty and convenience of 
the vales and lakes muft have earl 
attracted numerous inhabitants, The 
changes in the feat of population, 
in this ifland, have been fo great, 
that in judging of the importance 
or remotenefs of any northern part 
of the country, in former times, we 
may almoft venture to reverfe its 
prefent condition. To this retreat, 
fome of the Britons might bring an 
imperfect knewledge of the Roman 
art of war, and the invention of 
terrailed ramparts might then be 
fubitituted for the walls of loofe 
ftones, which the firft defenders of 
this country oppofed to the efforts 
of the legions. Whether Agricola, 
after fubduing the Sittuntii of Lan- 
cafhire, failed up the bay of More- 
camb, or whether le proceeded 
along the coaft, fixing a fation at 
Lancafter, [ fhall not undertake to 
enquire. It is certain, that in the 
route from the bay of Morecamb to 
Kendal, various traces of ancient 
entrenchments are vifible; but 
Dr. Stukelevy, by a ftroke of his 
lively pen, has turned thofe fcarce 
difcernible mounds into fplendid 
cities. Apart from this fancy of 
multiplying Palmyras in the defart, 
Dr, Stukeley was a moft acute anti- 
quarian, and an excellent judge of 
field-works in particular. It Is 
therefore dangerous to queftion his 
authority on this point. 

“ Suppofing, then, Agricola to 
have advanced, in his firft cam- 
paign, by the pafs of Brenan 

8 








let us try how far the ferles of 
field-works defcribed, will affift us 
in recovering a fragment of his 
hiftory. The flight terrace-work, 
at the entrance of the defile from 
Kendal, fhews that fome attempt 
was made to refift the invading 
army there. The Romans had 
therefore encamped, as the fquare 
entrenchment indicates, hard by 
the pafs, till the enemy retreated, 
or were diflodged. When the in- 
vaders reached the bottom of the 
defile, their camp would probably 
be ftrongly entrenched, as the poft 
of Orton Scarr, commanding all 
the interjacent country, would then 
appear very formidable. Whether 
the caftella were then thrown up, 
to protect the watering and recon- 
noitering parties, or whether thefe 
were fubfequent works, for the fe- 
curity of the ftation, it is impoflible 
to determine. The former con- 
jecture is not improbable. To 
pafs the valley, then perhaps mar- 
hy, or covered with thickets, un- 
der the eye of a vigilant enemy, 
expecting an attack, was an ope- 
ration that might require a delay of 
fome days, and after all, it was im- 
offible to attack the pott ia front. 
Che lines, therefore, muft have 
been turned, at the acceffible part 
of the hill, near the fituation of the 
prefent high road, and perhaps the 
cairns point out the very place of 
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the affault. The fuccefs of this 
action would open the way to Car. 
lifle, and to the fea. Other ter. 
races appear on a rifing ground 
near Penrith, facing towards Kef- 
wick, the road from which paffes 
through them, And on the fide of 
a hill, fronting the river Eimont, 
near Brougham caftle, a confide- 
rable terrafled work is very diftin- 
guifhable. But no prabable con- 
jecture can be formed, refpeétin 
the other incidents of this cam- 
paign. Perhaps I have ventured 
futhciently far already, 

‘* No remains of parapets are 
feen on any of thefe works, which 
have come under my obfervation, 
although the ramparts feem to re- 
tain their original height. If para- 
pets were ever added to them, they 
would be liable to fudden decay, 
by the action of winds and rains, 
in fituations fo greatly expofed. 
At Orton Scarr, trom the breadth 
of the platform of each rampart, 
it might be fuppofed that room 
was given for tents, or huts. But 
at Humbledon, and in other places, 
the breadth is only fufficient for a 
fingle file of foldiers. If this con- 
{truction was an attempt to imitate 
the Roman method of fortification, 
the ramparts might, like thofe of 
the Roamans, have been defended 
by projecting wooden towers, or 
paliffades.” 
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Partircttars of the Expence of the Royvart Hovusruo.xp in the 
Reigns of Henry VII. Henry VIII. Queen Exizanetn, &c. 


[From the Twelfth Volume of Arcu-cotoata, publifhed by the Society 
of Antiquaries of London. ] 


“ ¥F we compare the expences of 

the royal houfehold in former 
times with thofe of later dates, and 
obferve the alteration of the value 
of money, and the progreflive ‘rife 





in the coft of provifions, the refult 
will probably be, that the expence 
of his prefent majefty’s houfehold 
is not more than it was in the time 
of queen Elizabeth, and is much 
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lefs than it was in the time of her 
fucceffor. 

‘ The articles contained in the 
very curious wardrobe account of 
Edward the Second, publifhed by 
the fociety, feem rather to relate to 
his extraordinary expences and pre- 
parations for wai in Scotland, than 
to what we fhould properly cal] the 


expen: of the houfehold., The 
avavnt ‘of the latter however, 


to be colle&ed fromthe conciution 





of the account, which, after ftating 
the whole expences of the articles 
in that booktobe £.53,178 15 1 
adds, * Summa tota- 
lis Sgr ick a et €x- 
penfarum garde. 
robe ja: rte 
brum de anno ary 
una cumexfenis he f- 
}: it reeis erypatil 
anni 64,105 0 § 
DeduSthen the 
above fui 63,178 15 1 
Sutin 
and the hor fehold 
PXPENCEs Vi ili be 10,9260 <5 4 


“& What might be the expence of 
Richard the S¢ cond, I do not 
know; but, according to Holin- 
muft have been enorimous 
as he fays there were 300 1 
Inthe kitchen, and every other of- 
fice furnifhed at the se: rate, and 
that ten thoufand perfons had meat 
and drink allowed them. 

‘“ From the — rolls it aprears, 


b J 
rvitors 


that the greate(t expence ol tleny 

. . | 
VII. was a bout 15,000]. per ann. 
but this was afterwards leilened, 


and towards the end of his reign 
was reduced to about 13,0001. 

Heary the Eighth, prince 
fond of expence, began with about 
16,0001. per ann. and went on in- 
creating till in his 30 th year the ex- 
pence the 
year it got up to ak and the 
3, °4 tO 40,0001, 


WAS 22,000L ; in 33d 


Expence of the Rorat HovsEenotp 


“ In the beginning of queen 
Elizabeth’s reign, fhe reduced her 
expence a little below what her fa- 
ther ended with, but, at the conclu. 
fion of her loug reign, it was in. 
creafed to ¢ $5,000). 

A little before her death fhe 


was very uneafy at finding her 
houfehold expeaces run fo high, 
and the follow! ng account of ‘ 


convertation whic h fhe had on the 
fubjeét with Mr. Brown, one of the 
officers of her green- ~cloth, is truly 


characteriftic of her. She died 
fuortly after, and before any thing 
had been done to correct the abufes 
comp laine< | of. 

The original of this paper is 
a2ino! pat fome that were co lected 


Julius Gwfar. It is 


ins 


a 
© ite lat 


ate Q. Mate fpetches 
* often tyes to K. Bro 

‘ for houfehold caufes. 
¢ Richard Brown’s s’vice to 
‘the late queene, and her 
‘mt! f{peeches and com" at 
‘f{undrie times to him for 
‘houfehold caufes knowen 
* to fome of the lo: in coun. 
‘cil and white-ftaves. 
¢ The houfehold charges 
‘ed from 50,0001. to 44,0001. per 
‘ann. for in two 
$2,000]. per ann. abated.—Larder 
¢ —poultrie—her ma ' gen ays 
‘ ftanding told Browne, that in the 


. 
% 


ales 
adriags 


OMmces 


‘ hex ginning of her raigne !eile than 
$ 40,0001. dk frayed the charge. 
‘ Browne anfwered, that all provi- 


c’ons then weare cheaper. The 
¢ queene faid, that mav bee foe, and 
‘] fave by the late compoc’on (as 
‘1am informed) 10,0901. per ann. 
‘and therefore I charge exa- 
¢ myne the difference of fome veare 
‘in the beginninge of my raigne 
‘with one yeares expences NOW, 
‘and lett me underftand vit. 
An examinac’on and confe- 
rence 


vo" 








reoce was made betweene the 
third yeare and the 43'" yeare, yt 
was found that in bread, beare, 
wyne, wood, coles, wax-lights, 

torches, tallow-lights, and iome 
meete, and other allowances of 
incidents, neceffaries, carriages, 

wages, &c. to the fome of 12,0001, 

per ann, at the leaft, more was 
fpent in a®%. 43''°. then in a® 3%° 
Reg . and no fufficient warrant 
for the increafe, whereby ytt did 
playnlie appeare, that the booke 
figned by her mat ¢ for the honour- 
able allowance to all p fons was 
not exceeded. 

‘The queenes ma‘* being in- 
formed of this difference, and be- 

‘ ing therewith moved greatlie, faid, 

* And fhall 1 futfer this, did net i 
‘tell yo", Browne, what vo* fhould 
* fynd, I was nev? in all my govern- 
*ment, foe royaliie, w ith nombers 
* of noblemen and la: attenced up- 
on, as in the beginninge of my 
‘ raigne, all offices in my co" be- 
ing fupplied, we® now are not, 
‘and all thofe then fatisGed with 
my allowance, agreed uppon by 
my councell and figned by me, 
‘wth that care as by all former 
princes hath bene ufed. And 
*thall thefe now that attend, and 
have the like allowances, not reft 
contented. I will not fuffer this 
difio e, fpoile, and increafe that 
noe prince ever before me did, ta 
ence God, and great 
greavance of my lovinge fubjects, 


rrFrFfF « f*& & © & HF F&F HF HF & 


co 


the off of 


who, I underitand, daylie com- 
’ playne, and net without c aufe, 
‘that there is increafe di ivlie of 


carryadges and of p vic’on taken 
trom them, at low prices, and 
wattfullie fpent within my cot! ta 
ie of their undoings, and now 
myfelf un ferftanding of yt, thev 
may juftlie accufe me, to fuffer yt, 
‘with many other difcontented 
peecaes, delivered with great ve- 


° 


1on 


in ENGLAND, at different Pektoos. 





[irg)} 


‘hemencie, com layninge of the 
weaknefle of the whiteflaves to 
futfer yt, and accufinge herfelf 
for making foe flender choice, 
with many more fpeeches, &¢, 
But my fpeedy order for refor- 
mac’on, fhall fatisfy my lovinge 
fubjects greeved, for I will end as 
$7 begaune with my fubjects love.’ 
* Tn another hand is written, 
‘yt ys no marvel! thoughe 
‘ thofe grevan® were compl, 
‘jn parliam'.’ 

‘ Thofe thot are neareft to me, 
and have dailie great benefit b 
fuits, have thefew aftfull increafes 
daylie, but my whiteftaves and 
‘thofe of my greencloth, by whom 
‘all good orders and honoe allow- 
ances fhould be maynteyned, are 
principal falters herein, for noe in- 
creafe can be without their privi- 
tie and unlawful warraunt, where- 
by I fynd the difference of officers 
now, and in the beginninge of ow* 
raigne, 

‘Whereupon her ma''*. gave 
ftraight charge and commandmt 
to Browne forthwith to repayre to 
the lo: treafurer, lo: admiral, and 
the whiteftaves of the howfhould 
‘ (we Browne did), that order might 
‘be taken to abridge all meffes of 
‘ meate, and other expences, more 
‘than the booke figned doth allowe, 
‘and further faid, myfelf will {pe ke 
‘unto them, and geve them charge, 
‘and then let me tee or learn, what 
‘he in my houfe that dareth breake 
‘and difobey my orders and com- 
‘anademen' figned, with verie bit- 
‘ os fpeeches, that fhee would 
‘ cleanfe her co ',andnottfuffer fuch 
a 5 sane of p'fons and famyltes 
more than are to bee allowed to 
bee kept within the co", where- 
uppon her mat fent certain noates 
to the white ftaves, to be put in 
p’cfent exccuc’on, in the meane 
tyme, before the effectinge where- 
H 4 ‘of 
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¢ of yt pleafed God to take her ma''* 
¢ to his mercie.’ 

‘* (Economy was not one of the 
virtues potleffed by James the Firft 
(if indeed he potletfed any’, and 
when he came tothe land of plenty, 
he had no idea of limiting his ex- 
pences. The etftimate for the firtt 
vear was 76,9541. 2s. sid. befides 
16,0901. for the prince, making to- 
gether 92,9541. 2s. 53d. In his 
fourth year his houfehold: expence 
was 97,4211. 2s 3d. From Mi- 
chaelmas in his feventh year to Mi- 
chaelmas in the eighth year, it was 
124,863]. gs. ofd. and yet the king 
had corn and cattle ferved by the 
feveral counties at under prices, 
that the farmeis might get rid of 
purveyors, the bene fit of which w as 
eftimated to the king at 32,oool. 

* Prince Henry’ S expences 
keps pace with his father’s. At 
the firft eftablifhment of his 
houfehold, 2oth July, 1 James 
I. anno 1603, he had fervants 70 
¢ A few weeks after a fe- 
‘sid book was figned, when 


they were increafed to 104 
Jinn tthe next year they a- 
mounted to T4I 

befides fervants of thefe fer- 
vants who had intruded them- 
{elves into the court 130 
* The 141 foon multiplied 
into 215 
befides workmen of various 
forts, and 13 extraordinary. 
*“ Jn 1608 they were 233 
and with the mafiers, the num- 
ber of fervants alfo increafed. 

The book figned by his 
‘iil highnefs in 16:0 gives. 
the names of 297 with wages, 

29 without 426 


befdes varibus workmen, a- 
mong whom is Inigo Jones, 
as furveyor of the works. 

* The following letter, the ori- 
ginal of which is amongft fir Julius 


Jan, 27. 








Expence of the Rorat HovsEHoLp 


Cefar’s papers, mentioned above 
will thew the confequence of thi, 

want of management. 

“© Tt is indorfed 
‘To the right honourab! my 
¢ very gaod lord the erl of 
* Dorfet, I* high treafurer of 
* Englande.’ 
¢ Right honorabell my very good 
" lord : 

$ According to my duty I have 
* beene_ always carefull to fave al 
* needlefs expenfe in the prince’s 
¢‘houfe. But the continu: ilincreafe 
‘ of new fervants dayly fent hether 
bv warrante procured without my 
knowlege, has brought the charge 
{o farr out of frame, that it hard 
to conceive a courfe how to leffen 
it, feeing the neceflary increafe of 
many moor will follow the prince’s 
advancement in vears and digni- 
tie. Notw ithftanding leaft I fhould 
feeme to bee carelefs, or over cu- 
rious to fearch into other mens ac. 
tions, if it fhall pleafe your |? to 
commande mee by a letter, to call 
the officers of this houfehold to 
advife of fome hire unto tur- 


nr fF & 


ee ee ee ee ee 2! 


- 


‘ther inconveniencies, J hoope 
‘hoth to: vivey our I? good accounte 
‘of th e prefent e{tate of our ex- 


. 


peafe, and to make foine overture 
how to reforme, or at leaft to pre- 
vent futur accidents. The note 
that { fent your I? conteining a 
breefe of fuch orders as I detfir to 
‘ be rat}fied for avoyding coitfufion 
and diforder in the table, I be- 
feech your l* to confider of, and 
to propounde then not finplv as 
‘a futte of myne, but as a matter 
generally requifite for the better 
‘ government of his highnes houfe. 
‘And as my duty always binds mee 
I reft, 

: Your lps afuredly to commande, 


¢ THO. CHALONER.’ 
St. James, 


a ~ i . . - - o 


~~ * 











in ENGLAND, 


«¢ Sir Thomas Chaloner, tn a let- 
ter to fir Julius Cefar, dated 7 Nov. 
1607, mentions fone of the above 
crcumftances, fays he would (at the 
firft) have undertaken to maintain 
the (prince’s ) houfe to the kiny’s 
honour for S000. yearly, provided 
they might have good payment of 
the money; that in the firft year he 

difinifled of unneceflary dep endants 
on the houfe at leait 3 fcore, where- 
of many had paffports to return to 
their own country, and he utterly 
refufed all fuitors who addrefled 
them‘elves to him to obtain fome 
place about the prince, and then he 
complains of the great increale, 
without warrant, as well as with, 
and of the number of {fuitors wair- 
ing for places. He fays, that for 
the want of reac ly money, the pur- 
veyors are forced to take up meate 
on traft, and then ferve it out fo 
fall aad ill, at a price fo high, that 
the king had better borrow inoney 
at 20 per cent. 


at different Pexrops. 
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vants took much pains in endea- 
vouring to leflen his enormous ex- 
pence, and formed various projects 
for that purpofe. ‘They obtained 
an account of the French king's 
houfehold « xpence, W hich was not 
fo great as king James’s. The heads 
of it were as follows: 





Sterling. 
Thetableand kitchen 35,718 3 6 
The fttables 7020 06 
Domeftic officers 9,000 O9 
‘The office of plate 8,180 o@ 
The treafurer of the 
chamber 12,893 5 90 
The cardes du corps 5,400 20 
The provott of the 
houfehold 3,000 O09 
The hounds and fal- 
cons 3,042 14 0 
Total “85.454 4 6 
“* In 1622 king 


James’s expence was 
reduced to 78,995 7 $ 
but he foon after made additions 


« Jtfeems that king James’sfer- to it. 

The houfehold ao of king Charles II]. fom t f£. 8. a. 
Otober, 1663, to the lait of Septem ber, 16645, was $7275 © O82 
to which is to be added tor the duke of York — 10,000 0 @ 

The houfehold of king James IL. in 1687. 

Houfchold coffers — 76,118 6 6} 
Stables — oe 14,330 19 «14 99,455 5 8 

King William and queen Marv, 1 Oct. i692, to ‘the 
latt of Sept. 169 3 -— — a 114,085 7 3 

King William alone from 1698 to 1699 99,735 © 24 

Queen Anne, 2 years, Oct, 1703—1705 107,421 4 2 
the average —— avers 12 oO 

1 year Ot. 17121713 $9,044 6 10 

King George I. O&, 1715 —1716 75,029 7 7 

fe 1723—172 80,097 19 25 
King George II. 1730—1731 118,457 2 14 
17ZI—1732 124,806 17 64 

1 Jan. to the laft of Dec. 1759 108,290 10 2! 


At the acceffion of his prefent 
wna ‘elty a confiderable reduétion 
was made in the houfehold ex- 


pences. An increafe attended the 
increafe of his family, but they 
were again reduced In 1782. 
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A Suorr Account of feveral G 


JARDENS near Lonpon, with Remarks 


on fome Particulars wherein they excel, or are deficient, upon a View 
of them in December 1691 ; communicated to the Society of Anti- 
~ quaries by the Rev. Dr. Hamitron, Vice Prefident, from an original 


Manuicript i in his Poffeflion. 


[From the fame Work.] 


al AMPTON Court gar- 
Tt den is a large plat, eavi- 
roned with an iron pi lifade round 
ubout next the park, laid all in 
walks, grafs plats and borders. 
Neat to the houfe, foie flat and 
broad beds are fet with narrow rows 
of dwarf box, in figures bke 
patterns. In one of the lefier gar- 
dens is a large green houte divide “ 
into feveral rooms, and all of th 
with ftoves under them, and fire to 
keep a continual heat. In thee 
there are no oranee or lemon trees, 
or myrtles, or any greens, but fuch 
tender foreign ongs that need 
tinual werimth. 
“2, Kenfinet 


lac ce- 


COll- 


ay 
on Gardens are not 


great nor abounding with fine 
plants. The crange, lemon, myr- 
tles, and what other trees they had 
there in fummer, were all removed 
to Mr. London's and Mr. Wite’s 
greendoul Pat Brompton Park, a 
Jittle mile from them. But the 
walks and erais laid ve \ he, 
and they were di romng up a fiat of 
four or five acres to earge the 
“seers 

“ a. queen dowager’s car. 
oon 4 "Har fintth, has a good 
grec nhou 1e, with a his } ¢ere ted 
frontto the fouth. whence tl rout 
falls backward. Phe hou s well 
fiored with eree: of cemmon 
k} but the queen not dcing f 
« ( plant rf ers, ! \ t 
of the molt curious torts ef gree “9 
and in the garden there is littie of 
valve but wali tre ; thoug 1 the 


ely ewer ei is, er bi ; 
earde: Her Ciel ; IMOnweul A/C 0107) 


Van Guine, is a man of great fil! 
and indutftry, having railed great 
numbers of orange and lemon trees 
by inoculation, with myrtles, Ro- 
man bayes, and other greens of 
pretty fhapes, which he has to dif. 
pote of, 

“ 4. Bedington 
fent in the 
ot Ni rfolk, 
family of Car 
ery In England, 
and jemon trecs there grow in the 
ground, and have done fo near one 
hundred years, as the gardener, aa 

faid lie believed. There 
are a great number of them, the 
houfe wherein they are being above 
two hundred feet long; they are 
moit of them thirteen feet high, 
and full of fruit, the gardener 
not having taken off fo many les : 
ers this lait fummer as ulually 
others do. He faid, he gathered « if 
them at leaft ten theui and oral nges 


rarden, at pre- 
eng of the duke 
but belonging to the 
w, has in it the beft 


oran: Phe orange 


aged man, 


Vv 4 i V 


this laft year. “he heir of the fa- 
mily being but about five years of 
ace, the fruttees take care of the 
orangery, and this vear they built 


i new houfe over them. ‘There 
are fome myrtles growing among 
them, but they look not weil for 
want of trimming. The ref of the 
garden is all out of order, 
rdener’s chiet 


ide 


Oralyerv cing the ¢ 
ible of being made 


.” .) 
Care; but itis caps 


2 ’ + 


one of the belt 2,ardens in Mmneiand, 


the foil being very agreeable, and a 
clear fiiver {tream runny 
it. 

se c Chelfea phy fi oar 


M t 
Mle t 
. 


hbrougn 











great variety 0} f plants, both in and 
out of ¢ rreel hou ics. Their peren- 
nial green be Iges and rows of dif- 
ferent eiliaal herbs are very 
pretty, and fo. are their banks fet 
with fhades of herbs io the Irifh 
ftitch-way, but many plants of the 
garden were not in fo good order as 
_might be expec ted, and as would 
have been an{werable to otherthi: ngs 
in it. After I had been there, I 
heard that Mr. Watts, the keeper 
of it, was blamed for his negleét, 
and that he would be removed. 

‘6. My lord Ranelagh’s garden 
Being but ‘lately made, the plants 
are but fmall, but the plats, bor- 
ders, and walks, are iy kept, 
and elegantly defigned, having the 
advant tage of open ing into C belfea 
colleze walks. The kitchen gar- 
den there lies very fine, with walks 
and feats, one of which, being large 
and covered, was then under the 
hands of a curious painter. The 
houfe there is very fine within, 
all the rooms being wainicoted with 
Norway oak, and all the chimneys 
adormed with carving, as in the 
council chamber in Chelfea col- 
lege 


~* 
o 


«+, Arlington garden, being now 
in the hands. of my lord of Devon- 
ihire, is a fair plat, with good 
walks, both airy and fhady. T here 
ire fix of the greatelt earthen pots 
are any where elte, being at 
t two feet over within the edge ; 
ut they ftand abroad, and have 
nothing in them but the tree holy- 
an indifferent plant, which 
grows en ough in the ground. 
Lheir grec nhoute is very ell, and 
aeae excels ; but their 
rot fo bright anc clean 

A pg ofi in the country, as if 


OAC, 
' 
WwW wal 


The ir pre 
ereens we 


: | 


they iuftered fomething from the 
i ttvaofthe town. 

* S. My lord Fauconbergh’s gar- 
den, at outton irt, lias deveral 
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prenlent walks and apartments in 
> bi wt t the upper ga: rden next the 
he ufe is too irregular, and the bowl. 
Ing greca too little to be commend. 
ed. T e greenhoufe is very Well 
ma de, but il fer. It is divided into 
three rooms,and very weil furnithed 
with good PICENS | but it 1s fo 
placed, th at th e fun fhines not oa 
the pants winter, wiere they 
moft peed its beams, the dwelling- 
houfe ftanding betWixt the fun and 
it. ‘Lhe maze or wildernefs there 
is very pretty, being fet all with 
greens, with a cyprefs arbour ia 
the middle, Reneaeted with a well. 
wrought timber frame; of late it 
grows thin at the bottom, by their 
let ting the fir grow without 
their reach unclipy ped. The ea- 
clofure wired-in for phea- 
fants and partridges is a fine apart- 
ment, efpecially in fummer, when 
the bones of Italian bay fet 
out, and the timber walk with vines 
on the fide is very fine when the 
blew pots are on the pedefi ils on 
the top of it, am foi is the filli-pond 
with the gree nsat the spans Oi it, 
g. Sir William Temple, be ing 
lately gone to live at his ho ile in 
Farneham, bis garden and green- 
houfe at Wett oheeue, where he 
has lived of late years, are not fo 
vell kept as they have been, many 
oO! bis Oralive trees, 1 id other gree Ns, 
being givento fir john Temple, 
brother, at Kaft Sheene, and other 
gentlemen ; ; but his greens that are 
remaining (beiny as good a ttock as 
moft greephoutes have) are very 
frefh aud thriving, the room they 
ftand in fuiting well with them and 
being well contrived, if it be no 
defect in it that the floor is a foot 
at leaft within the ground, as 
alfo tue f} yor ot thy adv elling houfe. 
He had attenipt i tc have orange 
in the ground (as at 
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had enclofed a fquare of ten feet 
wide, with a low brick’ wall, and 
fheltered them with wood, but they 
wowd not do, His orange trees In 
fummer ftand not in any particular 
{quare or enclofure, ander fome 
fhetter, as moft others do, but are 
cifpofed on pedeftals of Portland 
ftone, at equal diftance, on a 
board over againft a fouth wall, 
where is his beit fruit, and fairett 
walk. 

* 40. Sir Henry Capell’s garden 
at Kew has as curious greens, and 
is as well kept as any about Lon- 
don. His two lentifcus trees (for 
a he paid forty pounds to 

Verfprit) are faid to be the beft in 
England, not only of their kind, 
but of greens. He has four w hite 
ftriped hollies, about four feet a- 
bove their cafes, kept round and 
regular, which coft him five pounds 
a tree this laft year, and fix lan- 
ru(tinufes he has, with large round 
equal heads, which are very fiow- 
ery and make a fine thew. His 
Orange trees and other choicer 
greens ftand out in fummer in two 
walks about fourteen feet wide, en- 
clofed with a timber frame about 
feven feet high, and fet with filver 
firs hedee- wife, which are as high 
as the frame e, and this to fecure 
them from wind and tempeit, and 
fometimes from the fcorching tun. 
His terrace walk, bare inthe middle, 
and grafs on either fide, with a 
hedge of rue on one lide next alow 

wall, and a row of dwarf trees on 
the other, thews very fine, and fo 
do from thence his vew hedges with 
trees of the fame at equ: al ditt: ince, 
kept in pretty fhapes with tonfure. 
His flowers and fruits are of the 
beft, for the advantage of which 
two parallel walis, about fourteen 
feet high, were now raifed and al- 
moft finifhed. If the ground were 
not a little irregular, it would ex- 
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cel in other points, as well as jy 
furniture. 

“ rr. Sir Stephen Fox’s garden 
at Chifwick being but of five years 
ftanding, is brought to great per- 
fe€tion forthe time. It excels for 
a fair gravel walk betwixt two 
vew hedges, with rounds and {pires 
of the fame, all under fmooth ton- 
fure. Atthe far end of this garden 
are two myrtle hedges that crof3 
the garden; they are about three 
feet high, and covered in w inter 
with painted board cafes. The 
other gardens are full of flowers and 
falleting, and the walls well clad, 
The oreenhoufe is well built, weil 
fet, and well furnifhed, 

** 12. Sir Thomas Cooke’s gar- 
den at Hackney is very large, and 
not fo fine at prefent, bec “aufe of 
his intending to be at three thou- 
fand pounds charge with it this 
next fummer, as his gardener faid, 
There are two greenhoufes in it, 
but. the greens are not extraordi- 
nary, for one of the roofs being 
made a receptacle for water, ov er. 
oe with weight, fell down lat 

ear ‘upon the greens, and made a 
great deftruction amo ng the trees 
and pots. In one part of it is a 
warren, containing ; ibout two acres, 
very full of coney., though there 
was but a couple put in a ny 
vears fince. There is a pond or 
mote round about them, and on fa 
outfide of that a brick wall four 
feet high, both which f think will 
not ke eep them within their compafs, 
There is a large fifh-pond lying on 
the fouth to a brick wall, w hich 
is finely clad with philaria. Water 
brought from far in pipes furnifhes 
his feveral ponds as they want it. 

* 13. Sir Jofiah Child’s planta- 
tions of walnut and other trees at 
Wanfted are much more worth 
feeing than his gardens, which are 


but indifferent. Befides, the great 
number 





tiumber of fruit trees he has planted 
in his enclofures with great regula- 
rity, he has vatt numb er of elms, 
afhes, limes, &c. planted in rows 
on Epping foreft. Before his out- 
gate, which ig above twelve {core 
diftance from his houfe, are two 
large fifh- ponds on the fore “it, in the 
way from his houfe, with trees on 
either fide lying betwixt them; in 
the middle of either pond.js an 
ifland betwixt twenty and thirty 
vards over, and in the middle of 
each a houfe, the one like the other. 
Thev are faid to be well ftocked 
with fifh, and fo they had need to 
be if thev coft him ‘five oe 
pounds, as it is faid they did; 
alfo that his plantations cof nee ice 
as much. 

“ 44. Sir Robert Clayton has 
great plantations at Marden in Sur- 
rey, ina foil not very benign to 
plants, but ‘with great charge he 
forces nature to obey him. His 
gardens are big enough, but ftrange- 
ly irregular, his chief walk not 
being level, but rifing in the middle 
and falling much more at one end 
than the other; neither is the wall 

carried by a line either on the top 

or fides, but runs Itke an ordinary 
park wv all, built as the ground goes, 
He built a good ¢ greenhoufe, but 
fet it fo that the “hills in winter 
keep the fun from it, fo that they 
place their greens in a houfe on 
higher ground not built for that 
purpofe. His dwelling houfe ftands 
very low, furrounded with great 
hills; and vet thev have no water 
but what is forced froma deep well 
into a waterhoufe, whence they are 
bees bv pipes at pleature. 

. The archbifhop of Can- 
terbury’ s garden at Lambeth has 
little in it but walks, the late arch- 
bit lop not delighting in one, but 
they are now making them better; 
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and they have already made a green- 
houfe, one of the fineft and coft- 
lie(t about the town. It is of three 
rooms, the middle having a ftove 
under it; the forefides of the rooms 
are almoft all glafs, the roof co- 
vered with lead, the whole part (to 

adorn the bitilding) rifing gavel. 
wife higher than the reft ; ‘b ut it is 
placed fo near Lambeth church, 
that the fun fhines molt on it in 
winter after eleven o’clock; afaule 
owned by the gardener, but not 
thought on by the contrivers. Mott 
of the greens are oranges and le. 
mons, which have very large ripe 
fruit on them. 

* 16. Dr. Uvedale of Enfield is 
a great lover of plants, and having 
an extraordinary art in manag ing 
them, is become matter of the 
greateft and choiceft collection of 
exotic greens that is perhaps any 
where in this land. His greens 
take up fix or feven houfes or 
roomfteads. His orange trees and 
largeft myrtles fill up his biggett 
houfe, and another houfe is hilled 
with myrtles of a lefs fize, and 
thofe more nice and curious plants, 
that need clofer keeping are in 
warmer rooms, and fome of them 
ftoved when he thinks fit. Tis 
flowers are choice, his {tock nume- 
rous, and his culture of them very 
methodical and Curious ; but, to 
feeak of the garden in the whole, 
it does not lie Kine to pleafe the eve, 
his delight and care lying more in 
the ordering y particular plants, than 
in the pleating view and form of 
his garden. 

“17. Dr. Tillotfon’s garden near 
Enfield i ; a pleafureable place for 
walks, and fome good walls there 
are too; but the “tall afpin trees, 
and the many ponds in the heart of 
it, are not fo agreeable. He has 
two houfes for greens, but had few 
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in them, all the beft being remov- 
edto Lambeth. The houfe is moat- 
ed about. 

“18. Mr. Evelvn has a pleafant 
villa at Deptford, a fine garden for 
walks and hedges (efpecially = 
holly one, w hich he writes of i 
his Sylva), and a pretty little gretn- 
houfe, with an indifferent ftock in 
it. In his garden he has four large 
round philareas, fmooth clipped, 
raifed on a fingle ftalk from the 
ground, a fafhion now much ufed, 
Part of his garden is very woody 
and fhady for walk? Ne; but his gar- 
den, not being walle d, has little of 
the beft fruits. 

“ rg. Mr. Wat cocoa ‘and 
garden made We: + Endfield are Ww 5 
but the garden for the time jis pot. 
fine, and large and regularly laid 
out, with a fair fifh-pond in the 
middle. He built a greenhoufe this 
fummer with three roonis (fome- 
what like the arc hbithop of Canter- 
bury’s) he middle with a ftove un- 


der it, and a fky-light above, and 
both o! thent of okt on the fore- 
fide, with fllutters within, and the 


roof finely covered with Ih} 
But this fine houfe ts 
fame great fault — t! 
(Numbers 8, 14, 
it in fummer, and phere not of 
winter; the dwe roa. x houfe 
fouth fide int erp ‘ing 
fun and it now 
flhould retreth | 
% 50, Brom pton 
belonging to Mr. London and Mr. 
Wife, has 2 large long greenhoufe, 
the an all g afs and board, 
north fide brick. Here the King’s 
reens, which were in fummer at 
Kenastori are pha ed, but they 
take but little room in con Iparivon 
of their own. Their garden 
chiefly a nurfery for all forts of 
plants, of which thev a re very full. 
“31. Mr. Rayuton’s garden at 


7 


iffy {}: 

under ‘hie 
irce before 
°.); th ey built 


on the 
betwixt the 

when its beans 
slants. 


oarden 
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tc 
7) 





Srortr Accotnt of fevéral Garpéys néar Lownoyw. 


Endfield is obfervable for nothing 
but his greenhoufe, which he has 
had for many years. His orange, 
lemon, and myrtle trees, are as full 
and furnifhed as any in cafes. He 
hasa my rtle cut in thane ofa chaire, 
that is a leaft fix feet high from the 
cafe, but the lower part is thin of 
leaves, . The rett of the garden is 
very ordinary, and on the outfide 
of his? garden he has a warren, 
which makes the ground about his 
feat lye rudely, and fometimes the 
coneys work under the wall into 
the garden. 

Mr. Richardfon at Eaft 
dune has a pretty garden, with 
fine walks and good flowers; but 
the garden not beit ug walled about 
they have lefs fummer fruit, yet 
are, therefore, the 1 a aera 
In managing the pe rch and apricot 
dwarf ftandai ds, which, they fay, 
fupply them ads fully with very 
sood fruit. There is a pood fi fh 
pond i in the middle of it , from which 
a broad gravel walk leads to the 
highway, where a fair pair of 
broad gates, with a narrower on 
either fide, open at the top to look 
hips, gh fmall bars, well 

1! well painted, are a er 
ment to the garden. They 
orange and lemon tre 
wy 


wrought 
at orna- 
have 
‘s; but the 
and fon being the managers 
of the garden (the hufband being 
gouty and not minding it), they 
cannot prevail fora houfe for them 
other than a harn end. 

* 93. Captain Fofter’s garden at 
Lambeth has many curiofities in it. 
His creenhoufe is full of frefh and 
flou rifhing plants, and before it is 
the fincft ftriped holly hedge that 
perhaps is in Eneland. He has 
many myrtles, not the greateft, but 
of the moft fanciful fliapes that are 
any where elfe. He has a framed 
walk of timber coveréd with vines, 
which, with others, running on _ 
0 





SHort Accovnrt of fevera! 


of his walls without prejudice to his 
lower trees, vield him a deal of 
wine. Of flowers he a good 
choice, and his Virginia and other 
birds in a great va riety, with his 

glafs hive, add much to the pleafure 
of his garden. 

«© 24, Monfieur Anthony Vef- 
prit has a little garde: 1 of very choice 
things. His greenhoufe has no very 
great number of plants, but what 
he has are of the beft fort, and very 
well ordered, His ora 
mons (fruit a and tree) are extraor- 


siAaS 


" “a ! 
uges abu le- 
a 


dinary fair, and for lentifcus’s and 
Roman bayes he has choice above 
at ers. 

25. Ricketts, at Hoxton, has 
a inc ground, ‘and abund: intly 
ftocked with all manner of flowers, 


fruit-trees, and other garden plants, 
with lime trees, which are now 
much planted; and, for a fale gar- 
den, he has a very good greenho ufe, 
and well filled with freth greeiis, 
befides which he has anot ther room 
very full of greens in pots. He has 


a greater ftock of Aflyrian thyme 
than any body elfe; for, befides 
many pots of it, he has be de abro id, 


with plenty of roots, which they 
cover with mats and ft: iw in win- 
ter. He fells his thi ngs with the 


deareft, and, not taking due care to 
have his plants prove 


well, he is 
luppoied to have loft much of his 
cuftom. 

‘ 26. Pearfon has not near fo 
ia a ground as Rick ets (on whom 
he almott joins), and ! therefore he 
has not fo many trees, but of flow- 
ers he has great choice, and of ane- 
nionies he avers he has the bet 
about London, aad fells them only 
to sentlemen. He has no green- 
houfe, vet has abundance of myr- 
tles and ftriped piilareas, with o- 


\y 
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Loxpon. fr29] 
ran ves and other greens, which he 
1S fate enough unde r theds , funk 
a foot within ground, and covered 
with ftraw. He has abundance of 
wreffes, which, at three feet high, 


kee 


he tells for four pence apiece to 
thofe that take any number. le is 
ites A in “his prc es, and ac- 


counted very honelt in his deal} Te 
1 . . ". 2 
which gets him much ch womanry, 
Y ' 
27. Darby, at 


! ; } 
Loxton, has but 
a little garden, 


but is matter of fe- 
veral curious Rreens that other fale 
gardeners want, and which he faves 
from cold and wiater in 
greenhoules of his own making, 
His fritalaria craffa (a green) hada 
lower on it of the breadth of a 
half crown, like an embroidered 
ftar, of feveral colours; I faw not 
the like any whe: at Dr. 
Uvedale’s, though he has the fame 
plant. He raifes many itriped hol. 
lies by inoculation, though captain 
Fofter grafts them as we do ap ple 


Ve ather 


, HO, not 


trees. He is verv curious in pro- 
pagating greens, but is dear with 
them. He has a folio paper book 
in which he has patted the leaves 


and fiowers of almott all manner of 


plants, wich make a pretty fhew, 
and are more inftructive than any 
cuts in herbals, 

© 28. Clements, at Mile-end, has 
no bigger a garden than Darby, but 
has more yet not ot fuch 

curious forts. He ke: psthemina 
srecahoniinaie witha light charge, 
He has vines in many places about 
old trees, which they wind about. 
He made wine this year of his 
white mufcadine, and white fron- 
tinac, better I thought than any 
French white wine. He keeps 
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Sxetcu of the History of Sucar in the EARLY TIMEs, and through 
the mippte Aces; by Wittiam Farconer, M.D. F.R.S. &c, 


[From the Memoirs of the Liverary and PurrLosopuicar Socrery 
of Mancuester, Vol. 1V. Part If.) 


ée HE ufe of fugar is probably 
of high, though not remote 
antiquity, as no mention of it is 
made, as far as I can find, in the fa- 
cred writings of the old teftament. 
The conquetts of Alexander feem 
to have opened the difcovery of it 
to the weftern parts of the world. 
“ Nearchus, his admiral, found 
the fugar cane in the Eaft Indies, 
as appears from his account of it, 
quoted by Strabo. It is not, how- 
ever, clear, from what he favs, that 
any art was ufed in bringing the 


juice of the cane to the contiftence 


of fugar. 

“ Theophraftus, who lived not 
long after, feems to have had fome 
knowledge of fugar, at leaft of the 
cane from which it is prepared. 
In enumerating the ditferent kinds 
of honey, he mentions one that is 
found in reeds, which muit have 
been meant of fome of thofe-_kinds 
which produce fugar. 

“ Eratofthenes, alfo, is quoted 
by Strabo, as fpeaking of the roots 
of laroe reeds found in India, which 
were {weet to the tafte both when 
raw and when boiled. 

*“ The next author, in point -of 
time, that makes mention of fugar, 
is Varro, who, in a tragment quoted 
by Ifidorus, evidently alludes to 
this fubfiance. He defcribes it as 
a fluid, preffed out from reeds of a 
large fize, which was {weeter than 
honev. 

“ Diofcorides, {peaking of the 
different kinds of honey, fays, that 
‘there is a kind of it, in a concrete 
“ftate, called /accharon, which is 
‘ found in reeds in India and Arabia 
‘Felix. This, he adds, has the 


¢ appearance of falt; arid, like that, 
‘is brittle when chewed. It js 
‘ beneficial to the bowels and fto- 
‘mach, if taken diflolved in water; 
¢ and is alfo ufeful in difeafes of the 
‘bladder and kidneys. Being 
‘{prinkled on the eye, it removes 
‘ thofe fubftances that obfcure the 
‘fight.’ The above is the firft ac. 
count I have feen of the medicinal 
virtues of fugar. 

*¢ Galen appears to have been well 
acquainted with fugar, which he 
deferibes, nearly as Diofcorides had 
done, as a kind of honey, called 


facchar, that came from India and 


Arabia Felix, and concreted in 
reeds. He defcribes it as lefs fweet 
than honey, but of fimilar qualities, 
as detergent, deficcative, and di- 
gerent. He remarks a difference, 
however, in that fugar is not, like 
honey, injurious to the ftomach, of 
productive of thirft. 

“Tf the third book of Galen, 
¢ Upon medicines that may be eafily 
‘procured,’ be genuine, we have 
reafon tothink fugar could not be 
a fcarce article, as it is there re- 
peatedly prefcribed. 

“ Tucan alludes to fugar, in his 
third book, where he fpcaks of the 
{weet juices exprefled from reeds, 
which were drank by the people 
of India. 

“ Seneca, the philofopher, like- 
wife fpeaks of an oily fweet Juice 
in reeds, which probably was fu- 
gar. ' 
“ Pliny was better acquainted 
with this fubftance, whic! he calls 
by the name of faccaron ; and fiysy 
that it was brought from Arabia 
and India, but the beft from te 
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latter country. He defcribes it as 
a kind of honey, obtained from 
reeds, of a white colour, reftembling 
gum, and brittle when prefled by 
the teeth, and found in pieces of the 
fize of a iazel nut. It was ufed in 
medicine only. 

«6 Salmafius,1n his Pliniane Exer- 
citationes, fays, that Pliny relates, 
upon the authority of Juba the 
hittorian, that fome reeds grew in 
the fortunate illands which in- 
creafed to the fize of trees, and 
yielded a liquor that was fweet and 
agreeable tothe palate. ‘This plant 
he concludes to be the fugar cane; 
but I think the patlage in Pliny 
fcarcely implies fo much. Hither- 
to we have bad no account of any 
artificial preparation of fugar, by 
boiling or otherwife; but there is 
a pailage in Statius, that feems, if 
the reading be genuine, to allude 
to the boiling of fugar, and is 
thought to refer immediately there- 
to by Stephens in his Theiaurus. 

“ Arrian, in his Periplus ot the 
Red Sea, fpeaks of the honey from 
reeds, called facchar (Laxvag), as 
one of the articles of trade between 
Anace and Barygaza, two places of 
the hither India, and fome of the 
ports on the red fea. 

** Aelian, in his natural hiftory, 
fpeaks of a kind of honey, which 
was preffed from reeds, that grew 
among the Prafi, a people that 
lived near the Ganges. 

“ Tertullian alfo fpeaks of fugar, 
in his book De judicio Dei,asa kind 
of honey procured from canes. 

“ Alexander Aphrodifeus ap- 
pears to have been acquainted with 
fugar, which was, in his time, re- 
garded as an Indian production, 
He fays, ‘that what the Indians 
‘called fugar, was a concreiion of 
‘ honey, in reeds, refeanbling grains 
*of falt, of a white colour, and 
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‘ brittle, and poilefling a detergent 
‘and purgative power like to ho- 
‘nev; and which, being boiled in 
‘the fame manner as honey, is ren- 
* dered lefs purgative, without im- 
‘ pairing its nutritive quality.’ 

* Paulus Avgineta fpeaks of fue 
gar as growing, in his time, in Eu- 
rope, and alio as brought from 
Arabia Felix; the latter of which 
he feems to think lefs fwect than 
the fugar produced in Europe, and 
neither injurious to the ftomach 
nor caufing thirft, as the European 
fugar was apt to do. 

*“* Achmet, a writer, who, accor- 
ding to fome, lived about the year 
830, fpeaks familiarly of fugar as 
common in his time. 

** Avicenna, the Arab phyfician, 
{peaks of fugar as being a produce 
of reeds; but it appears he meant 
the fugar called tabaxir or tabar- 
zet, as he calls it by that name. 

‘Tt does not appear, that any of 
the above mentioned writers knew 
of the method of preparing fugar, 
by boiling down the juice of the 
reeds to a confiftence. It is alfo 
thought, the fugar they had was not 
procured from the fugar cane in ule 
at prefent, but from another of a 
larger fize, called tabarzet by Avi- 
cenna, which is the arundo ardor 
of Cafpar Bauhia, the faccar mambu 
of later writers, and the arundo bam- 
dos of Linngwus. This yields a 
{weet milky juice, and oftentimes a 
hard cryftallized inatter, exactly re- 
fembling fugar, both in tafte and 
appearance. 

“ The hiftorians of the Crufades 
make the next mention of fugar of 
any that have fallen under my ob- 
fervation, 

“ The author of the Hiftoria 
Hierofolymitana fays, thatthe Cru- 
faders found in Syria certain reeds 
called cannameles, of which it was 
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reperted a kind of wild honey was 
made; butdoes not fay that he faw 
any fo manufaétured. * 

“ Albertus Agnenfis relates, that 
about tee fame period, * the Cru- 
‘ faders found fweet honeyed reeds, 
* in great quantity, in the meadows 
fabout Tripoli, in Syria, which 
reeds were called zucra. ‘Thiefe 
the people (the Crufaders’ army) 
fucked, and were much pie ifed 
with the fweet tafte of them, with 
which they could fcarcely be fa- 
tisfied. This plant (the author 
‘tells us) is cultivated with great 
labour of the hufbandmen every 
‘year. At the time of harveit, 
they bruife it when ripe in mor- 
‘tars; and fet by the ftrained juice 
‘in veffels, till it is concreted in 
‘form of fnow, or of white falt. 
‘This, when feray ped, they mix 
‘with bread, or rub it with water, 
‘and take it as pottage; and it is 
them more wholefome and 
‘pleafing than the honey of bees. 
‘The people who were engaged in 
‘the fieges of Albaria Marra and 
‘Archas, and futfered dreadful 
‘hunger, were much refrefhed 
‘hereby.’ 

“The fame author, inthe account 
of the reign of Baldwin, mentions 
eleven camels, laden with fugar, 
being taken by the Crufaders, fo 
that it muft have made in 
confiderable quantity. 

‘“ Tacohns de Vitriaco ment! 


that ‘in Syria reeds grow that are 
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‘ full of honev, by which he under. 
‘ftands a fweet juice, which, by 
‘the preffure of a fcrew en, ine, 
‘and concreted by fire, becomes 
‘fugar.’ This is the firit account 
I have met with of the em ploy. 
ment of heat or fire in the making 
of tuoar. 

“ About the fame period, Wil: 
lermus Tyrentis fpeaks of fugar as 
made in the neighbourhood of 
Tyre, and fent from thence tot 

arthett parts of the world, 

‘ Marinus Sanutus mentions, 
rhe in the countries fubject to the 
fultan, fugar was produced in large 
quantity, ‘and that it likewife was 
made in Cyprus, Rhodes, Amoree, 
Marta, Sicily, and other places be- 
longing to the Chriftians. 

‘“ Huco Falcandus, an author 
who wrote about the time rd the 
emperor Frederic Barbarofla, {peaks 
of fugar being in his time Mek tore 
in great quantity in Sicily. it an- 
pears to have been ufed in te» 
itates; one, wherein the juice was 
boiled down to the confiftence of 
honey, and another where it wes 
boiled farther, fo as to form a folid 
body of fugar. 

‘* The foregoing are all the paf- 
—_ that have occurred to my 

eading on this fubleét. They are 
na few and inconfiderable, bu! 
may fave trouble to others, whe 
are willing to make a deeper el) 


} +} ‘) 
quiry 4 


ene the hiftory ot tiliS sUDe 
ftance.” 
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CoNCLUDING Essay on the Scrence of OrcHar 


pinc. By Tuomas 


Skip Dyot Buckna tt, Efg. 


[From the Fourteenth Volume 
Initituted at Lennon, for the 
FACTURES, and COMMERCE. } 

“ UN this vear’s paper I defire to 

introduce to t! ie [0¢ iety fome 
valuable additions to the fcience of 
orchayding : 

‘* Firft —the removing trees of 
the ave of twe nty vea 
to tupply any deticiencies ; by 
Walch means the rows in the plan- 
tations will be fully kept up, and 
pt orchard _ ain perfect, with 

of the fame age and fort as 
thofe which have decayed or died. 

* Secondly —the engraftiny of 
hew bark 1 pon trees that have been 


rs or upwards, 


- 


Mjured by cattle, carts, &c. and 
«i. re k w+ it * 
4aluUs Trees ent in _ per { ilare, 


Whi ch otherwife wou Nd | have die I, 
or foon gone todecay. But I with 
previoutly to imprefs on the minds 
of the fociety, that, in the whole 
extenfive throughout the 
kin -dom the itandard 
fruit-trees may be prevented be- 
rotten, hollow, or much 
decayed, until, by great length of 
time, a drynefs, want-of energy, or 
veight, they fall 


enrhsgie 
moft of 


coming 
, 


OV faeir own Vv nto 


actual diffolution: ¢ and as it is al- 
towed, that large trees yicld the 


mot productive ¢ ro} 
ae or per acre, 
fhould ae given to run the trees to 
lize ; fori atpr ilies there is no com- 


peteaticcat 6 whatextent trees may 


Ss, either indi- 
attention 


of the Transactions of the 
Encourage 


Society 


Arts, MANU- 


mer ‘ 
ment Oa a | 


. a . beer « r 1? 
be induced to orow, OVA fu J i« 
, 
Inanure and proper man2? 
ity 4,1 4 ‘ 
66 i < ! bili c! ts ( 4 ‘ r 


may be nearly 
more 
oozing of gum in 
prevented in the aijtterent 
of the cherry, and ot 

‘In the firft paver I did myfelf 
the honour of prefentinz to the 


her {tone rile 


fociety, [ reprefented that * pruning 
‘is an important article, wita fre- 


‘gard to the health of 
‘their bearing; and, if judicioully 
they will come into 
‘fooner, and continue in vigour 
‘for nearly double their’ 

‘age.’—(See N. 
p. {170].) ‘That attentive care 
which choofes the pro; 
pl Ace t 


q ordin y tt 


¢ done, 


Common 


\. Reiter for i793, 


their natural crowth; 


) 


ke CDs the rAncCivesS ir S and Op Ihe 
that the iun may pals ver tl 
or mind: all bein pe riectiy ia r 


and regularly cleaned, to that 


tree may become healthy, round 
and large, and carefully apply the 
manure and cuit t proper for 
fertilizing te lands appropriated to 
orchardiag: whent advantages 
{aall be reiuyv uw 1 ait mav réa- 
fonably be exp t t fruit 
‘ + 


mutt be laryer, ! 
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from fpecks, and of a richer qua- 
lity ; whence fuch fruits muft have 

a pre-eminence in the markets; or, 
if originally intended to be thrown 
into the mill, the cider will be 
more in quantity, flronger, and 
higher flavoured ;_ proofs “of which 
may eafily be brought. As I ap- 
prehend the orchards and ftandard 
fruit-gardens of this country may 
foon be eftimated at fome hundred 
thoufand acres, and fhould expect 
from the improvements attempted 
to be introduced, that in ten years 
time each acre, on an average, will 
increafe by the improved culture, 
to more than one pound per acre 
in value per annum, I hope it will 
not be thought arrogant in me to 
fay, that I] look upon myfelf as 
being the actual means of benefiting 
my country to the amount of more 
thanthree hundred thoufand pounds 
a-year. 

“& Andif orchardifts will confider 
this pofition to be founded in truth, 
it will be an incitement to their 
exertions. The premiums offered 
by the fociety to promote the pro- 
pe rplanting and culture of orchards, 
it is expected will {pread emulation 
among the planters, and (aided by 
the extenfive improvements of in- 
land navigation, by which fruit and 
cider may be conveyed from one 
extremity of the kinedom to the 
other), the culture of orchards may 
be regarded as a national concern. 

“ When pruning fhall be fully 
underttood, and generally practife d, 
the bene fits refulting » the refrom w ill 
appear to be much more the effec 
of judgment than the refult of actual 
labour: for L have often mentioned, 
among my friends, my expectation, 
when the trees are properly brought 
into order, the whole fyftem will 
be little other than pe nknife -pru- 
ning, except what may arife from 
accident or neglect. So far from 


wifhing to have large limbs wan- 
tonly taken from trees, the rule j is, 
é keep the branches out of the reach 
‘of cattle, then let them follow 
‘their natural growth.’ (N. A, Re. 
pifter for 1794, p- [144]). This 
would foon be verified, if a few 
proprietors and cottagers confidered 
the nature of this bufinefs, and 
began pruning their own trees from 
the firtt planting, by way of exam- 
ple. When the cottager comes to 
prune his mafter’s trees, then will 
each concur in opinion, for it de- 
pends more upon the mina than 
upon the hand; and-yet there is no 
myttery—the mafter fpeaking, the 
cottager comprehends hisdire¢tions, 
and thus the work would go on 
properly. In Mr. Boulding’s cer. 
tificate (N. A. R. for 1793. p. 
[173], ‘we were fometimes in 
é doubt whethera particular branch 
‘ fhould be taken off or not; the 
rule eftablifthed was, confider, 
will that branch be in the way 
three years hence? if it will, the 
fooner it is off the better.’ 

“I have taken much pains to 
correct prejudice and eftablith a 
rational culture, and have no doubt 
but it will become general; yet, I 
muft confefs, 1 fhould like to fee 
it fully eftablifhed in my own time. 
The whole fyftem is grounded on 
the regular operations of nature in 
the productions of vegetation: the 
advantages are fully explained in 
the refpective papers ; and, for the 
mere labourer, there is a fhort ab- 
{tract and inftructions in Vol. XIII. 
(N.A.R. for 1795, p.[177]-) ! 
have reconfidered every thought, 
and find them all concenter in the 
fingle word HEALTH. 

“ My chief inducement in w ri- 
ting on the art of pruning, was te 
vélene fo valuable a_ branch of 
agriculture from negleét, or from 


the more deftructive manuer in 
which 
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which the work has hitherto been 
performed. Obferve in my new 
{fyftem, ‘ the trees continue of the 
‘fame fize both before and after 
‘pruning, and all the extreme 
‘fhoots keep at the fame diftance, 
‘which is an improvement not be- 
‘fore brought into practice.’ (N. 
A.R. for 1794, p- [144]-) 

« | have undertaken to produce 
four apple-trees within the fame 
inclofure, each of which fhall cover 
ten poles of ground long ‘before 
they fall into actual decay ; and for 
that purpofe have meafured four 
trees on the north fide of Sitting- 
bourne, in an orchard belonging to 
a gentleman at Maidftone; -and, 
with proper management, there 1s 
no doubt but they may be brought 
to that fize. As they ftand clofe to 
the road, where they will be under 
general obfervation, I fhould think, 
if a vifible improvement becomes 
apparent in trees thus marked for 
public trial, it would counteract 
the negligent habit of {till fuffering 
large trees to continue fo incum- 
bered; thefe trees are of great mag- 
nitude, and cannot be lefs than an 
hundred years old; are in high 
health ; yet much over-run with 
ftumps, dead wood, mofs, &c. I 
remember the ground more than 
forty years, and think if my fyftem 
had been introduced when that or- 
chard was firft planted, there would 
have been, inftead of four trees, at 
leaft ten times that number, and 
of equal value. I mutt fay they 
are noble trees, and might become 
beautiful, if that epithet may with 
propriety be applied to an apple- 
tree. IT have had a long corre- 
fpondence with the gentleman, ei- 
ther to purchafe the orchard, or to 
have the liberty of pruning thofe 
and, under fuch per- 


. 
, 


trees K ratis 


mifion, I have determined not a 
pranck fhall be touched, but with 
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confent of the tenant: I muft not 
fay more upon this fubjeét until I 
know the refult; if I am difap- 
pointed, there are other trees in the 
neighbourhood of the fame age, 
but they are neither fo healthy, nor 
to well fuited for my purpofe. 

** Several times I have been afked 
how much an old tree ought to be 
pruned ?— The proper anfwer 
would be, if it be very old, and 
much incumbered, do not let in 
the cold winds; but, with care, 
take off the ftumps, with all the 
decayed, rotten, and blighted 
branches, ieaving the reft to the 
difcretion of each perfon, who will 
foon fee how much is neceflary ; 
felf-conviction being the beft fchool 
for improvement. The truth is, 
whoever would form orchards to 
produce credit to himfelf and pro- 
fit to his fucceffor, mult not fuffer 
the trees to become old before the 
operations commence, but deter- 
mine that pruning, cleaning, and 
rubbing off the rotten bark, thould 
be begun in the nurfery, and regu- 
larly continued to the extremity of 
old-age; from which method very 
little wood need be taken off at a 
time; and, by ufing medication, the 
wounds will heal, without cauling 
any more blemifhes than the tree 
was fubject to at the time the limb 
was taken off; for it is not the firft 
cutting which blemifhes the tree, 
but the corrofion, ariling from neg- 
lect. 

*“ Let cach perfon therefore de- 
termine, that no ftandard fruit-tree 
fhould be fuffered to remain incum- 
bered with rotten and decaying 
branches; for thefe, admitting the 
water into the tree, and contami- 
nating the balfamic virtues of the 
fap, lay the foundation of fure de- 
{truction to the tree, and furnith to 
infets a aidus under the rotten bark, 
in which they depofit their eggs. 

13 * [| men- 
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«I mentioned to Mr. Fauffet, in 
the year 17g, as appears in ‘Vol. 
XI. (N. A.R. for 17 793, p-[171],) 
that the greater part tof the mifchief 
affecting my trees, arofe from in- 
fects, vermin, and mix ro{copic ani- 
malculw, getting under the bark, 

which has the lat veer been more 
fully elucidated by William Ham p- 
fon, of Dewnap, ‘efq. in the thir- 
teenth volume .of Tranfactions, 
(N. A. R. for 1795, [177],) 
under the article Infeéts; and the 
preventio n is there fo properly 
pointed out by him, that, in the 
character of orchardiit general, I 
with ftrongly to enforce the prac- 
tice. I have often feen whole crops 
of the more delicate apples de- 
ftroyed by the foliage being eaten 
off in the {pring ; the hardy fruits 

are not fo liable to thefe difatters, 
tor the ftrong health of thofe trees 
in a great meafure fecures them 
from fuch nak ge ions. 

“ Laft funin ner, 1 Kent, I had 
much converfation with fome verv 
intelligent men, on the fubject of 
orchardi ling and general agricuit ire. 


A gentleman on the hilis fhewed. 


me fome | large ee and alked my 
opinion. I replie d, § Do nothing ; 
‘for you can gain no credit by 
‘them, from the e nergy or active 

* powers of vegetation ‘th aving been 
‘long exhaufied in thofe trees : 
but ] pointed out fome os gy ones 


where pruning might be hap pily 
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about fix trees, with hurdles, and 
he might eafily unite that {pot wit 
his pig-ftves, and fuffer the hogs to 
be contiantly running over that 
ground; and, from the manure thus 
obtained, the trees would receive a 
vifible energy, which would foon 
appear in the growth of thofe trees, 
when compared with the others, 
and that the improvement of the 
trees was to be the criterion for 
him to act by; for the freer the 
trees grow, the more effectually they 
recover the pruging, by throwin ig 
out young wood; and I remarked, 
that if the orchard was my own, i 
would open the gate, wi hout re- 
ward, for the drovers to bring in 
the vearling cattle, which pafs the 
road from OGober to Midfummer, 
for three years; and fuch practice 


would double the value of the 
fruit: 1 mean, to what it will be 


ten years hence, for the trees are 
vilibly going off, though now they 
are ju(t in a ftate to be recovered. 

“ Lat year ] recommended 
cleaning by _foap- efuds (N A. R, 
for 1796, p.[1 76).) A gentleman 
at Wand{worth utes oil, 
a wonderfully good 
fhould think the oil mig t 
plied abouta month after the fuds, 
As Iam, in large concerns, a friend. 
to cheapnefs for the bulk of man- 
kind, 1 imagine any damaged oil 
would do: oil certainly is bene- 
ficial to trees. 


M hich has 
effect. J 


C aD- 


‘© Thefe obfervations are fuf- 
ficient to fhew that I am attentive, 
and vary the advice, according to 
the ftate and valie of. the trees. 
Some gent tlemen in my neighbour- 
hood have made very handfome 


applied, and he might make a trial 
on one of the large ones 

At Bram} I vifited an or- 
chard at the requctt of the owner: 
the trees required more cleaning 


than pruning, and I requefted he 
exertions 5 but I wif to bring ' the 


would be careful to attend the ope- 
ration himielf, and his orchard im proving trees into univerfal prac- 


would become more valuable, by tice, and keeping them in hearing 
t! ¢ que ANticy and quality ot the to a great Age ; and wou! ld recom- 
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a fruit. I recommended him to en- mend that perfuns, for their own 
" : cloie the ground, which contained fatisfaction, fhould felect a certain 
number 








Conc.iupine Essay on the Science of OncHARDING: 


number of trees, according to their 
fancy, and mark them in pairs, as 
to their age, freenefs of growth, and 
oethet circuniftances, iuitable to 
trial, prune and manure one, and 
leave the other in the ftate of na- 
ture; but, for experiment, do not 
prune two trees, ftanding next to 
each other, in the fame vear, when 
the pre- eminence of the practice 
will foon appear :—tuch a mode is 
bringing orcharding to a fair trial; 

and, if L had been fo prudent as to 
have managed my trees alternately, 
two-thirds of the growers in Eaft 
Kent would have ac quired the {ci- 
ence betore this time. It may ap- 
pe Hie that I argue this fubject too 


ttrongly; but, when we recolleét 
that the fociety has been thirty 
vears engaged, and fhewn mott 
afliduous and laudable exertions, 


aided by many high premiums, to 
alcertain the comparative advan- 
tages of the drill and. broad-catt 
hufbandry, we mult ceafe to won- 
der that the fcience of orcharding 
has not made preater progrefs. 

“It is recommended, that the 


rows of trees fhould not fttand 
northand touth, but a point of the 
onmipals towards the ealt, as the 
tun will then fline up the rows 
foon atier ten o'clock, which, in 
the {pring of the year, will ferve.to 


qe 
4etin eine oh. a 
Mas sad) adic eiit 


fhe niguts: theie 


fruit 


vapours colleéted in 
vapours ftunt the 
, in the early ftagesof its growth; 
and, where the th: iws are properly 
= to, » potion will bett 
enabie them to di V ide and blunt the 
power of the winds, and. prevent 
alig Sts, and the thaw might be a 
little bron wht over the fouth : : but, 
as €ac}) | ficuat ‘on has a predominant 
w rind, is is only hinted to put the 
inter upon his guard: the fhaw 
! oO wall gre: atly protect the fruit 
‘om the feverity of the autumnal 
hich feafon half the 


4 if, 


noice 
Paha hd, oi kh UY 
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crop of fruit is thrown from the 
tree before itis ripe; and the heads, 
at thattimeof the year being loaded: 
with fruit and leaves, many, trees 
are actually torn out of the rround, 

or fo lacerated as to be {poiled, 
which a proper thaw mught prevent. 
Judicious fhelter fhould be the firft 
object thought of in forming an 
orchard on a large fcale. 

“ Had I been poflefied of ground 
near my own dwelling, I fhould ten 
years ago have planted an extenlive 
experimental orchard -- it would 
have given me much pleafure ;- but 
there is no land attainable; and ex- 
periments cannot well be conduét- 
ed ata diftance, to any great credity, 
where the ouly objet is to. rate 
emulation by way of example. 

“ When T pruned the trees 11k, 
my orchards, at Sittingbourne, in 
the Viar 179 )0, they being YOung, L 
cut freely, tor they were great! ly in- 
cumbered and decaying, and balf 
the wounds were made by taking 

off the flumps, and cutting down” 
the cankers and gum, as EUR AES 
fully prove (N. A, R. lor 1793, 
p. {173]): and Lwas certain the 
trees would be greatly improved by 
the pruning: but I mult mention 
they have not been touched fince, 
left any perion wio may examine 
the orchard by way at obfervation, 
might confound the former and 
new wounds together. 

“ Let no one be afraid of the. 
expence, for that is trivial; four- 
penc e-halfpenny per tree once in 
three years would overpay it, after 
the trees have been brought into 
order, if the matter would. guly 

take care they are kept clean, and 
tne cafual accidents duly attended 
to. According to my ideas, the 
age of a tree is not tu be confidere 
ed; ; for the judgment mutt be taken, 
from the energy and freenefs of 
prowth, as many trees are in a 
la more 
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more declining ftate at fixteen 
years than others at an hundred. 
Since I have mentioned compara- 
tive age, obferve, from fixteen to 
twenty, is a critical time for the 
delicate fruits: if they continue in 
health beyond that period, they 
generally go on well afterwards ; 
and, wpon fome future occafion, I 
{hall introduce root-pruning. 

“ Were it neceffary more fully 
to enforce the practice of pruning, 
fuppofe an order was given, that all 
peachi-trees fhould remain unpruned 
for five years: from thence be af- 
furtd, there would fearcely be a 
high-flavoured peach in the king- 
dom, all either four or infipid. 
The apple or cherry do not require 
the fame care the peach does; vet 
each are well wofthy of attention. 
I obferved, in Vol. XII. (N.A.R. 
for 1794, p-[145]) ‘that funthine 
‘and fhade are uwunalterably the 
* caufe of fweet and four fruits.’ 

“ Thofe acquainted with the 
wine countries know, that the na- 
tives beftow much labour in ma- 
nure, culture, pruning, and more 
particularly in bringing the grapes 
to perfeét ripenefs; and I do not 
{te why, in Britain, fome part of 
that attention fhould not be given 
to the apple. 

‘Tt is proper here to recom- 
inend to nurferymen, to be atten- 
tive to their Grarrs, for more de- 
pends upon it that is imagined; as, 
trom the grafts being full, well 
wooded, clear, and properly chofen, 
the fruit will be both larger and 
higher flavoured. Though the foil 
and culture may be the fame, the 
health of the wood of the tree is 
alfo moft materially affeGted during 
the whole time of the tree's exift- 
circe, by the proper maturity the 
icion was in at the time it was firft 
put into the ftock. 

** As this is to be my laft eflay, 
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I with to fend it out as perfed as I 
can, and beg excufe for the great 
length. Let any perfon, whofe 
mind has, by precept, been turned 
to philofophical enquiries, confider 
the following ftatement: when an 
orchard has become old and much 
encumbered, fo that the trees, from 
being too thick, totally overfhade 
the ground, if one of thofe trees 
dies, the four next furrounding it 
will each of them throw out their 
branches to fill up that void fpace ; 
the fap of thofe four trees tending 
that way by the active influence of 
the fun and air,.and the other parts 
of thofe trees ftill remaining incujp- 
bered, will of confequence aeclne 
in vegetation; for the energy is 
drawn the contrary way. Thefe 
things happen every day, but on 
the unobferving eve make little 
impreffion, This intuitive energy 
of nature is not confined to vege- 
tation, for it pervades all nature: 
then why not fuppofe, if a part of 
a tree is decayed, and you take it 
out, that nature is capable of filling 
up the void fpace: that fhe is ca- 
pable, is moft undoubted, and the 
will do it too, if there is any energy 
left, by fupplying younger and 
better-bearing wood than that 
which is taken away. 

‘6 Where the trees are fo clofe 
and incumbered, that the agricul- 
tural vegetation cannot thrive under 
them, the fruit from fuch an or- 
chard will hardly be large and high- 
flavoured ; neither will it keep to 
well. 

*« Laft autumn, the delicate fruit- 
trees were much incommoded with 
a whitifh mould or mildew, which 
I have regularly obferved to take 
place in what is called muggy wea- 
ther; this is what lavs the firft 
foundation of canker; it was very 
prevalent about feven years back. 
{ have long known it to are from 

animal- 





gnimalcule fettling on the wounded 
parts of the tree, and the fhoots of 
no prefent year. In Vol. XIII, 
A. R. for 1796, p. [177.]) I 
sslaned out the cure, whichi is rubs 
bing off w ith the lard medication ; 
and I recommend to have the 
fhoots cut at a large bud; for, 
when thev have been thus atfected, 
there are but few of them will ftand 
the cold of the winter: they gene- 
rally die off about hi lf way up. I 
have formerly quite removed the 
canker from fome nonpareils,which, 
after three years medication, threw 
out fhoots a yard long: this in- 
duced me to fay, that the mercury 
gave an energy to the plant; I 
mean, by the mercury curing the 
difeafe, the plant recov ered its 
energy: any one may fatisfy him- 
felf that it is animalcula, by rub- 
bing a little of the mildew between 
his thumb and fore finger, when the 
infeéts actually break, and produce 
a matter like the cochineal tly 
(coccus mali). 

Another circumftance 
obfervation is, the cullom of at- 
tempting to check the too great 
flow ot the fap, particularly in 
pear-trees, by cutting a_ circle 
through the bark, with the intention 
to make the tree fruitful; much 
better would it be, by natural means, 
to lead the fap regularly through all 
the branches; the action of the fun 
would then properly impel it to the 
extreme parts of the tree, for {well- 
ing the buds, and fupporting the 
fruit ; and this even flow of fap is 

what produces fruitfulnefs, and is 


implied, [N. A. R. for 1793, P- 


fizt. iar the more the range of 


branches fhoot circularly, the more 
equally will the fap be diftributed, 
and the better will the tree bear.’ 

_ “ Let me entreat thofe interefted 
iN fruit plantations, to unite in 
€ tablifhing and exalting the {cience 
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of orcharding, to make it one of 
the handmaids of commerce: it is 
certainly the poor man’s friend, the 
rich man’s pleafure, the pride and 
ornament of the refpective fpots 
attached to each habitation. View 
the trees in ipring unfolding and 
raifing their beautiful bloffoms and 
leaves up to the eye of heaven, and 
in autumn gently bending their 

liant branches for the induftrious 
~e to gather the fruits. Do not 
wonder that I fhould thew a little 
enthufiafm for the welfare of a 
fcience which I have actually cre- 
ated, and from which I have re. 
ceived much fatisfaction. 

‘ The ancients had their goddefs 
Pomona, to whom they paid divine 
honours, which goddefs was no 
other than an ideal fuperinte paoucy 
fuppoted to prefide over orchards 
which is a moft convincing saa 
that they held the culture of fruits 
in high eftimation. 

« ‘Through the whole procefs I 
have confined my inttructions to 
ftandard trees; but now fay, they 
are equally applicable to fruits in 

eneral, even to the hawthorn, 
whofe bloffoms in {pring, and fruit 
for the birds in autumn, make it 
worth fome attention in parks, and 
fuch plantations. 

‘“ For the full eftabliftment of 
the art, nothing more is neceflary, 
than to gain two or three ¢ capital 
land-owners in each diftrict, who 
occupy their own eftates, and in- 
fluence them to examine the fyitem, 
and follow it, from which much 
improvement muftrefult. In every 
fcience the principles muft be un- 
derftood before the practice can 
become general. I am, fir, 


«“ Your moit humble fervant, 
“ T. Skip Dyor Bucknatt,”’ 
“ Hampton Court, 


“© Fan. 6, 1796.” 
An 
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An Account of the Drarnace of a Marsn near Marazton, in 
COoRNWAI oy formerly overfhown by the Sea, and looked up Oh as irre. 
claimable; but now in a State of Cultivation. 


{From the fame Work. ] 


N purchafing the leafehold 
of an eftate near Marazion, 
in Cornwall, centitling of about 
two hundred acres, I found feventy 
in a fiate of good cultivation, and 


one hundred and thirty acres of 


wafte land, contittmy of marth, 
croft, and fandy foils. L flatter, d 
mytelfZ, that a great part of this un- 
profitab e {pot might be converted 
snto ufeful and valnabie laad, 
wich, in this neighbourheod, in 
the common ftate of cullivation, 1s 
worth from three to fix pounds the 
Cornish acre (about one fuih part 
larger than ftatute meafure). From 
a prof{pect ot recovering that part 
called the Marfh, which had hither- 
to been accounted irreclaimable, I 
laid down a plan of draining the 
fame, which, if 1 fucceeded in, 
might probably induce the proprie- 
tors of other traéts of marfh-land in 
this vicinity, to make fimilar at- 
tempts. 

The novelty of my draining 
fcheme, with its attendant ditiicul- 
ties, joined to the great diflike 
which moft farmers in the weft of 
f.ngland have to the improvement 
of Jow lands, drew on me the cen- 
ture of the public, who treated the 
feheme as chimerical, and impoffi- 
ble to be effected for the following 
seatons: 

“ PirftePecaufe the fea had ac- 

ceils to t! ett d,and overfiow - 

ed it at {pri Fi thoes with two 
feet water; 

secondly — If the fea were ex- 

eluded, the freth water would 

he accumulated, and fill keep 


. . . ' 
tou the tlate of a bog, as the 


water hed. no other vent thay 

by ‘its direct communication 

with the fea; and, 
“ Thirdly—VDinat if the fuccefs 
in the drainage fhouid be equal 
to my molt fanguine expecta- 
tious, yet the nature of marih 
land, in general, would not 
admit of any vaiuable mi- 
provement. 
However cogent theie reafons 
might appear to the public, 4 was 
convinced that they arofe more 
from the want of a ipirit of enter- 
prife, and lithe knowledge of the 
nature of fuch foils, t' an from a 
decided convidion of the failure of 
the plan; and, on conticering the 
advantages lisely to refult frou the 
imp rovement, in cafeof tuccets, and 
the example given to my country- 
men, who pofiefs fimilat u racts of 
m arthland, i was embo! den ied to 
undertak ce the drainage of ais bog, 
which for time immemorial had 
been looked on as utterly irreclaim- 
able. 

The fpot fixed on for the in- 
tended improvement, contilted of 
fixty-three acres, ftatute meafure; 
of which thirty-x acres were m: irfh; 
feventeen acres of a light biack: fh 
fand, and ten acres of croft, con- 
fifiing of a hght black mould, with 
a fubliratum near the furface, of a 
fine tenacious clay. Ihe croft and 
fun: iv land lay on a riiing ground, 
ferving as a furrounding {kiting to 
the marth, and which, trom their 
centle elevations, might be ufeful 
in rainy feafons for catite to refort 
to. 

¢ On confidering that the moft 
fertile 
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fertile foils confit of a combina- 
tion of clay, fand, and vegetable 
matter, in ditterent proportions, 
and that thefe three fubitances were 
almoft diftinct, and to be procured 
in any quantity from this imy~prov- 
able {pot, it appeared probable 
that, ai ter a complete drainay e was 
perform ed little more remained to 
be effected, than a happy combina- 
tion of thefe three foils, fo conti- 
uous to each other, to render the 
whole good and productive land. 
¢ The marth, containing thirty- 
fix acres, is fituated between “a 
croft and the fandy foil, which h 
been thrown up by the fea, cod 
ferves as a natural embankment 
agat nit the water, which at every 
overHowed this low- 
height of two or three 
feet, by a direct communication of 
ariver which carries off a part of 
the redundant water collected on its 
furface, from its own {prings and 
others in its vicinity, and the rain 
from the higber grounds. 

* This marfh, from time imme- 
morial, has produced nothing but 
ruthes, flags, gofs (avundo phragmi- 
wis pal iris, water-lily, and 
feveral other aquatic plants, which, 
from their verdure, ferved only as 
a decoy for cattle, that were fre- 
gus ntly {mothered in atte mpting to 
reach them, to the great lois and 
Several per- 


{pris Ze tide 


land to the 


tis )5 


in} irv of the tenants. 


Jons alio have loit their lives by 
getting at night into this morafs, 
over which boats have frequently 


pail a to enable fportfmen to fe- 
cure the game, which flocked to 
this vl: ace in great quantities during 
Winter. 
fevers of the low 
kind, but particularly a- 
ve vreatly prevailed, to the 
nee and diftrefs of the neigh- 
Dourho d. 

* ‘The great and unfuperable dif- 
9 


marth miafmata, 
nervous 
Pues, ha 


a2nnova 


of a. Mwarsn near Marazion. 


From the producti on of 
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ficultvy, which hitherto prevented 
even an attempt towards the drain- 
ing this bog, arofe from its being 
under the level of the feaat {j pring- 
tides; fo that no deeper antinn could 
be procured than the riv er, which 
fupplied it with falt-water. But, 
on confide ‘ring the nature of water, 
which preties equally on every fide, 
I fuipected that a pipe, witha —_ 

at its extremity, introduced at h: 
ebb, through the fandy te 
ment, to the body of the marth, 
would tend to carry off the furtace- 
water; and, from the fhutting ot 
the vaive, on the approach of the 
tide, no fea-water could 
mittance through the 
taking an accurate furvey 
levels from the fea, at the point of 
hali-ebb, to the furface of the 
ground in the ms rth, meafuring in 
len eth one hundred and ieventy- 
four yards, it was found that fix 
teet of level could be gained, after 
allowing two feet for the flowing 
of the water through the pipe; ac- 
cordingly, an emt bankment of one 
thoufand one hundred and feventy- 
five yards in len, th, formed of 
ftrong cl: iv turf, about five feet bigh 
and fix feet thick, was made end 
the two fides of the n arth, which 
were hable to be overtlown by the 
fea; the ditch fervi 'y as a channel 
to carry off the water, which ufed 
to flow over its furfac In order 
to carry off the water {till remain- 
ing on the marth, 1 procurcd one 
hunired and feventy-four yards of 
{quare pipe, nine inches diameter 
and two inches thick, made ot 
found fir- wood called balk, which, 
in the mines of this county, is 
wood molt commonly made ute of, 
and touad to be very durable, efpe- 

€ ally i kept conitantly in water. 

“In May, 1793, the firft pip 
was laid down on the fhore, at the 
point of halt ebb, and fecured by 
meas 
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means of a large rock, to prevent 
it from fwimming ; the other pipes 
were fucceflively joined, and laid 
nearly on a plane with the firft, by 
throwing open the fand. As we 
advanced to the higheft part of = 
fandy embankment, which wa 
twenty-four feet above the pipes 
the difficulties were confiderably 
increafed, by the great quantity of 
fand neceflarv to be removed, and 
its tendency to fail on the work- 
men; fo that the approach towards 
the marfh became tedious, and very 
expentive. However, by purfuing 
every cautious plan which cou ild be 
deviied, to prevent accidents, and 
to make the work fecure, we arriv- 
ed, in five weeks time, at the bor- 
ders of the marth, pafling under 
the yiver and new-made embank- 
ment at the depth of fix feet under 
the furface, where the pipe opened 
into a refervoir of eighteen feet 
fyuare and eight feet deep, prepared 
to collect the furtace-water, which 
immediately flowed through the 
a ve with great rapidity, and dif- 
C harped i itielt into the fe ‘ay till the 
whole of the ttagnant water was 
taken off. The aperture of the 
fea-pipe had tron-birs placed be- 
fore it, to prevent the infinuation 
of extraneous bodies, and alio a 
valve made oi ftrong wood, lined 
and hung with leather, and loaded 
ith iron, to prevent it from {wim- 
ming at the approach of the tide, 
which always fliut it fo clofe as to 
effectually exclude the fea-water: 
the pipe within tue refervoir had 
-ifo a fimilar valve, for the fame 
pure ofe, near its extremity, which 
wis covered with an tron grating, 
to prevent the intrufion of roots, 
weeds, &c. that might probably 
tract the patlage ot the water. 
As foon as the tide returns to 
toe pipe, which ts uncovered fix 
hours in twelve, the marfh water 


ceafes to flow; and, during that 
time, colle&s within the refervoir 
and trenches till the fea begins a. 
gain to retire; and when the col- 
lected water becomes of equal 
weight with the fea water over the 
fhore pipe, it finks gradually till 
the pipe is left by the fea, when it 
regularly difcharges the water ftrain- 
ed from the marfh land; ; and which 
amounts in winter to about ' 29,609 
gallons, or 2160 hogfheads in twen- 
ty-four hours; but, in fummer; the 
quantity is trifling, and does not 
exceed 43,200 gallons or 720 hog- 
fheads. Some little difficulty at 
firtt arofe from the valve not thut- 
ting itfelf prope rly, by the intrufion 
of pebbles; but this was eafily re. 
moved, by adding about two feet 
of pipe be yond the valve. 
Trenches or open drains of three 
feet deep, five feet wide at the 
top, and three at the bottom, were 
immediately carried from the refer- 
voir, which was the lowett place, 
to the extreme parts of the marth, 
on the fandy fide, about fix feet 
within the new embankment, and 
interfected by others at right an- 
gles towards the croft, from fifty to 
feventy-two yards diftance, accord- 
ing to the nature of the ground, 
dividing the whole into re gular ob- 
long fields, as in the plan; the wet- 
nefs of the foil, and the great dith- 
culty of procuring a firm footing 
for the workmen, obliged them 
to ftand on pieces of timber, to 
complete thofe numerous drains, 
which every day grew firmer; and 
in a few weeks the foil became fo 
confoliiated, as to admit of perfons 
walking over it with tolerable f afe- 
ty. In ma king thefe drains a pot 
of copper coins, containing about 
one thi ufand, was ditcovere d atthe 
depth of three feet from the fur- 
face, which, on examination, ap- 
peared to belong to the emperor 
Victoriuilsy 





Vidtorinus, who reigned in the 
third century; thefe coins were 
much injured . the corrofion of 
the marine acid, but feveral were 
ftill perfect enough to trace the 
outlines of the emperor. 

As foon as the evaporation af- 
fitted the confolidation of the fur- 
face, the air, within 2 mile of the 
marth, became fo ftrongly aoe g - 
nated with a fulphureow s {mell, as 
to render the place qu lite obnoxious 
to paflencers, till the ground was 
perfectly dry : this might probably 
happen from the ev apor ation of the 
fluid parts, producing a dec ompo- 
fition in the mud, forming therein 
ahepar fulphuris ; or hepatic air may 
be eafily produced, by adding fea 
water to dung, or vegetable “fub- 
ftances, from the vitr iolic falts con- 
tained in the water, and which ae 
bably was the cate in thi 
the courfe of a few aiihe th . 
face of the marth was deprefi ed 
from twelve to eighteen inches; fo 
that the bed of the river became 
higher than the furtace of the Jand. 

*“ In making the drains, it was 
difcovered, that the upper ftratum, 
of two feet and a half, confifted of 
a iuihe colneell mud, formed from 
the fediment of { ant water and 
a peaty So ey bound firmly to- 
gether by an infinite number of the 
gofs and ruth roots ; the fubftra- 
tum, an entire body of peat three 
feet and an half deep, of which 
twenty-one inches are of a very 
black colour, and the loweit part 
of a light brownifh or deep ye)- 
low ; under the peat lies a eas 
of fond about five feet deep, which 
carries evident marks of its being 
the bed of the fea, of a very ancient 
date, and which has been gradually 
excluded by means of the accumu- 
lation of muddy fedime nts, and the 
drop ping of the leaves, &c. of a- 
quatic plants; 


tag 
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air 


aud which together 
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form peat mofs. The horizontal 
on o the leaves and ftems, 
which are eatily difcovered in the 


peat, ef a ftrong prefumption of 
thofe bodies having fallen down, 


and being buried by the conftant 
accumulation of mud, which with 
the leaves are the component parts 
of peat, though by fome it has been 
faid to be a vegetable production, 
fui generis. The total exclufion of 
is abfolutely neceilary before 
thefe bodies will affume real 
appearance or properties of peat 
mofs; aud it Is probable, that the 
upper ftratum, which at this time 
partakes of very little of real peat, 
would at a future period, by the 
gradual addition of fimilar bodies 
and the exclufion of air, poffefs 
the fame qualities and properties as 
the under itratum, and by this gra- 
dual accumulation totally exclude 
the fea. But the coins found in 


the 


the 
the marfh indicate that the produc- 
tion of peat mofs has been very 
flow in this particular {pot. 

‘ The ftratum of fand under 
the peat does not appear to be the 
original bed of the fea; for on 
{treaming or fearching for tin, from 
fix to ten feet deeper, another ftra- 
tum was difcovered, confitting of 
round finooth pebbles and gravelly 
fubftances containing tin; among 
which are bodies of trees, and a 
large number of hazel-nuts in the 
moit perfect ftate, and which mutt 
have been colleéted in this place by 
means of fome extraordinary inun- 
dation, that {wept thofe beds away 
from the higher lands. 

“ In confequenc e of the difco- 
very of peat in this marth, a large 
quantity has been cut up, dried, 
and made ufe of as an article of 
fuel. for a varietv of purpofes, to 
which it is admirably adapted, and 
fold at a cheaper rate than 
Coals, poet boils water in much lefs 
time; 


much ¢ 


























































































a a ab ES 
z Ae . 


time; it is applied in public brew- 
erics, and for every culinary pur- 
pofe as an article of fuel; it is made 
ufe of to great advantage i in grates, 
hearths, or ovens, and, when coak- 
ed, will ferve for the niceft ope- 
ration in chemiftry, and in that 
ftare is fu‘ficiently ftrong to finelt 
metals of the moft difficult fufion: 
experiments are now making on it 
to calcine lime, which is in tended as 
manure for this land. This peat 
produces a fmall quantity of red 
aihes, which, on Iixiviation, are 
found to contain a large proportion 
of fea falt, which, for land not al- 
ready impregnated with the marine 
acid, wili prove a valuable ma- 
ars 
After the drains were finifhed, 

alt further operations on this lend 
were difcontinued till the {pri ing of 

>94, When the furface of a great 
many acres, confitting of light 
fedgv fubftances, was “pared and 
burned during the fummer, ang the 
alhes fpread over the land; after- 
wards the plough Was introduced, 
to deftroy the amazing growth of 
the arunds phragatiis, which, from 
the infinite number of its ftrong 
toreading roots, bound the furtace 
io firmly together, a3 to require a 
numerous team of cattle to plough 
it A proper depth, and which, “ro 
their frequent treading over th 
fame ¢groun d, rendered the foft sedis 
mnnaflable; but this difficulty was 
overcome by ploughing the firft 
time without a mould board, fo 
that fewer oxen were able to per- 
torm the fame work, The foil, on 


being turned up, yielded a mot 


otientive {mell l, thre OuUs vh not of the 
fulphur kind. The land was fre- 
guently ploughed and harrowed, 
even to fix or feven times, the in- 
Q } } ' | } top {e fi 

Hammabie fubttances iet on fire, 
and the athes ipread on the {ur- 
4a4ce. Alter all thele oparations, 
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which were alfo repeated in 179¢ 
the ground became confiderably 
depreffed and fo confolidated as tg 
admit of carts with narrow w heels, 
loaded with a ton of clay to pafs 
over it with great eafe. On the 
fides of the drains, large quantities 
of yellow fea fait may be collected, 
and which were produced by the 
evapceration of its fluid parts. 

“ In the {pring of 1794, four 
acres of ofiers were planted, after 
the ground had been thrown up 
into ridges; but the laree e quanti ty 
of fea- {alt deftroyed the whole, 
except a few which grew on the 
higher ground in great Inxuriancy, 
The ofiers at firft put forth fine 
fhoots; but as foon as their tender 
roots abforbed the faline particles in 
the foil, they died immediately. Po- 
tatoes were alfo planted in large 
quantities the fame feafon; but 
moft of them, particularly in the 
low places, where they never vege- 
tated, fhared the fame fate. 

* On enquiry | find that thofe 
farmers wh 10 lay ‘La irze quat tities on 
their piles (heaps) of manure, ex- 
peri nce the fame lofs onthefe {pots 
tor two or three years at terwards: 
and then the ground ailumes the 
richeft ftate of vegetation. In the 
fpring of 179s, after the furface 
was covered with large quantities 
of clay, feveral acres were {own 
with oats, fome of which produced 
very good crops, particularly in 
thofe places w here the marine acid 
was diminifhed. ‘Turneps and po- 
tatoes alfo grew % ell. 

At prefent, the poa trivial; 
grows naturally in the greateft luxe 
urlancy on every part where the 
faline particles are not in too large 
a quantity : the appearance of this 
grafts is a fure indication of the foil 
having parted with a large propor 
tion of the falt. Sever al forts of 


cultivated grafies have been tried in 
{mall 








finall q" lantities, as rye-grafs, tre- 
foil, clover, wie meadow fox-tail 
B.0f¢ which thrive 

with great luxuriancy ; chicory (cy- 
corium intybus) has been fown, and 
crows, but does not thrive ‘well, 
mot probably from the falr. 

‘ Itis furprifing to lee the ef- 
fhe of frecuent ploughing, 
on this kind of foii, which, th ugh 
at firft only a congeries of roots and 
light fu bftanccs, bas, in a year or 
two, by fuch practice, affumed am 
earthlike appear: ance + and: with the 
addition of clay, lime, fmall quan- 
ties of manure, particularly of a- 
nimal oil, and frequent heavy roil- 
ing, is likely to become, trom the 
moft ufelefs fpot, the moft produ iC- 
peewee for pafture, to which only 

t fhould be applied. In order to 
confolid ite the foil more perfectly, 
fo that the earthy particles may em- 
brace the roots of the grafies, and 


curnus praten/is) 


¢ 
WCe 


retain their prope moiiture, on 
which the luxuriancy of fucd foils 
ina great meafure de epends, me {ure 


face ts to be frequ ently compretled, 
of a rolline-cart, which 


by means 
may be burdened according to 
the ftate of the land, and is a 


moft ufeful machine to carry ma- 
nure on low-lands during w et fea- 
fons. 

This machine confifts of three 
circular pieces ol {trong elm, two 
feet diameter, and eaci eighteen 
inches long, through which a itrong 
iron axis is pa affed, fo as to protru de 
a few inches on each end bevond 
the rollers; after all, allowing an 
inch between each piece, for the 
conveniency of turning round. On 
the projecting part of the axis, a 
hxed trame-work is placed to fup- 
sort the cart, which may be loaded 
degree, and employed fime 
py asa roller, or y manure, 
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&c. on land where common wheels 
cannot be admitted. 

* Every mewdow in this improv- 
“a fpot can be watered with much 
eafe, bv means of the river clofe to 
the embankment, and which will 
be emploved for that purpofe, when 
patture is introduced throughout 
the whole. 

Marfh lands in general will ad 
“~ ofthe prea ite ft improve ment, by 
he following mode of treatment: 

Firft—By a mechanical arrange- 
ment and chanve of dif 

ferevt parts, as by frequent 
aaa Ay harrowing, 
burning. 

Secondly—Bv the addition 
heavy fubitances, 
clay, grave l, &c. 

Thirdly—By fuch fubftances as 
act cheimically, bring® the 
Inert vegetad.c matter Into ac- 


t! 1, alk, 


its 
and 


of 


as imarle, 


aud 
as lime, c alkaline 
ialts, OC. 
Pourthly—By manures, 
larly t thofe which 
large quantity of animal oil or 
muctiage, as putrid rend fea- 
wrack, ttable dung, 
marth land in general fe | liom 
contains any animal fubitance, 
which, in great meafure, 
the grand conftituent part of 
rich foil. 

Fitthly —By 

roliing-carts, catt 

Sixthly—By watering. 

The fandy and croft foils adjoin 
ing tothe marfh have been culti- 
vated, and produced this fummer 
very excellent crops of potatoes, 
turneps. barley, oats, buck-wheat, 
and tares,”’ 
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Letters from Mr. Joun Bayt, of Witton, giving an Account of 
his Meruop of preparing Orium from Poppies grown in EnGrianp, 


4 


[From the fame Work. ] 


“ My lords and gentlemen, 
“ } Y vour fecretary, Mr. More, 
& ) L received your refolutions 
refpecting your purchafing from 
me the mode of my preparing the 
fample of opium which I took the 
liberty of fending to you for your 
particular in{peétion, and at the 
fame time to beg the favour of your 
having a fufficient trial of its pro- 
perties, which I find you have been 
fo obliging as to have done; and 
likewife have granted to me the 
fifty guineas as a pure hafe of my 
ne ethod of preparing opium; for 
which you have my fincere thanks ; : 
anf I am exceedingly pleafed to 
find, thet it was thought worthy the 
notice of fo honourable and re- 
fpectable a focicty; and am fatis- 
fied there can be no ) other mode of 
prepa ring or collecting the true and 
genuine opium, than what follows. 
* Nothing can be more fimple, 
or attended with lets expence, han 
the making or extracting the pure 
and genuine opium from the large 
poppies, commonly called or known 
by the name of garden poppies ; the 
feeds of which I would advite to 
be fown the latter end of February, 
and again about the fecond week in 
March, in beds three feet and an 
half wide, well prepared with good 
rotten dung, and often turned or 
ploughed, in order to mix it well 
and have it fine, either in fmall 
drills, three in each bed, in the 
manner fallads are fown, and, 
when about two inches high, to 
thin them one foot apart; or other- 
wife, to fow them in beds in the 
broad-caft way, and thin them to 
the fame diftance (if the weather 
fhould prove wet at that time, thofe 
7 


that are taken up may be tranf. 
planted; but I do not fuppofe the 
tran{planted ones Will anfwer, hav- 
ing but one {pill-root, and will 
require frequent waterings) ; keep 
them free from weeds, they will 
grow well, and produce from four 
to ten heads, fhewing large and 
different- veleesed flowers, which, 
when the leaves die away and drop 
off, the pods then being in a green 
ftate, is the proper time for exe 
tracting the opium, by making four 
or five ‘Tall longitudinal incifions 
with a fharp-| pointed knife, about 
one inch long, on one fide only of 
the head or pod, juft through the 
{carf-{kin, taking care not to cut to 
the feeds: immediately on the in- 
cilion being made, a milky fluid 
will ifue out, which is the opium, 
and, being of a glutinous nature or 
fubitance, will adhere to the bot- 
tom of the incifion; but fome are 
fo luxuriant, that it will drop from 
the pod on the leaves underneath, 
The next day, if the weather fhould 
be fine, anda 200d deal of funthine, 
the opium will be found a greyith 
fubftance, and fome almoft turning 
black: it is then to be fcraped aff 
the pods, and, if any, from the 
leaves, with the edge of a knife, or 
an inftrument for that purpoie, 
into pans or pots ; and in a day or 
two it will be of a proper confit- 
tence to make into a mafs, and to 
be potted. 

* As foon as you have taken 
away all the opium from one fide 
of the pod, then make incifions on 
the oppofite fide, and proceed in 
the fame manner. The reafon of 
my not making the incifions alf 


around at the firft, is, that you'can- 
not 
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not fo conveniently take away the 
opium; but every perfon, upon 
trial, will be the beft judge. Chil- 
dren may with eafe be foon taught 
to make the incifions, and take off 
the opium; fo that the aa will 
be found exceedingly trifling. 

“ The {mall white feeds in that 
ftate will be found very {weet and 
pleafant, and may be eat without 
the leaft danger; and it is the 
cuftom in the ealt to carry a plate 
of them to the table, after dinner, 
with other fruits. 

| intend this year to keep apart 
a {mali quantity of opium from each 
coloured poppy, to find out if any 
one more than another produces 
the greateft quantity, or of the 

reateft ftrength; and fhall fave 
eeds of each, to fow feparately the 
next {pring. 

“Tam of opinion, that numbers 
of inclofures taken from hills ina 
fouth afpeét, with a very little ex- 
pence, may be brought into a pro- 
per ftate for the growth of poppies. 

“T fhould think that an inftru- 
ment may be made of a concave 
form, with four or five pointed 
lances, about the twelfth or four- 
teenth part of an inch, to make the 
incifions at once; and likewife 
fomething of the rake-kind, fo that 
the three drills which I have di- 
rected to be made in each bed, may 
be performed at the fame time. 

* By a calculation which I have 
made, fuppofing one poppy, grow- 
ing in one fquare foot of earth, 
and producing only one grain of 
Opium, more than fifty pounds will 
be collected from off one ftatute 
acre of land; but, upon recolleét- 
ing that one poppy produces from 
three, four, to ten heads, and in each 
from fix to ten incifions are made ; 
and I am pofitive, from many of 
them (I mean one incifion) the laft 
year, I took away two or three 
1796, 
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grains. What muft then be the 
produce? Opium is now twenty- 
two fhillings the pound. 
“lam, 
“ My lords and gentlemen, 
“Your moft obliged and moft 
“ devoted humble fervant, 
“ Joun Bau.” 
‘illiton, 


Funt 2, 1795. 


“Sir, 

v6 | HAVE this day fent you, by 
the coach from Bridgewater, 

the opium which I promifed you ; 
and take this opportunity of in- 
forming you refpecting the poppies. 
If you recolleét, I was fearful that 
the tranfplanted ones would not 
anfwer, and am now convinced, 
having a large quantity of poppies 
which had lowe thieves: wheri 
of a proper fize, I tranfplanted 
about four thoufand in beds, but 
not one fingle plant came to per- 
fection; therefore, fhall never 
tranfplant any more ; and, not hav- 
ing faved any feeds the laft year, 
owing to my not being at home at 
the proper time, 1 could not fow 
any. The bed where the poppies 
had fown themfelves was five hun- 
dred and feventy-fix feet fquare, 
from which I collected about four 
ounces of opium, notwithftanding 
the plants were very thick; and, 
to fhew you the advantage of giving 
them fufficient room, from fome 
few plants which were detached, 
I took from fifteen to thirty-four 
grains; thefe had fown themfelves 
on ground that had been well ma- 
nured with rotten dung, which 
points out the utility of good cul- 
tivation: the femi-doubie, and 
thofe of a dark colour, produced 
the moft opium. The pods fhould 
be about the fize of a walnut, be 
fore you make the incifion: the 
dried poppy-heads which I had 
K from 
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from the druggift in London, are 
full threé times as big as what mine 
are, confequently muft produce a 
much greater quantity of opium. 
“Tam, fir, 
“Your moft humble fervant, 
** Joun Bact.” 
Wi'illiton, 
Auguft 22, 1795. 
Mr. Morte. 
‘© Sir, 
66 RECEIVED the favour of 
your letter dated the roth in- 
ftant, by which I find you have 
extraéted fome opium from fingle 
poppies ; if you will pleafe to ad- 
vert to my letter of inftructions for 
fuch purpofe, I faid I had collected 
my opium from double or femi- 
double poppies, which accidentally 
grew in my garden; by which [ 
find the produce to be more than 
double what you colleéted from the 
fingle: as a proof, I will do myfelf 
the pleafure of fending you fome 
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opium, which I have abfolutely 
collected myfelf this year from one 
poppy; I thould fuppofe it more 
than thirty grains: twenty-eight 
heads grew on that poppy: it was 
of the femi-double kind. I thal] 
likewife fend you fome of the heads 
“from which I extracted the opium, 
being far preferable to the fingle, 
as appears from the produce of 
each. 
“¢ T remain, Sir, 
“ Your very humble fervant, 
** Joun Baru.” 
Williton, 
Sept. 12,1795. 
Mr, More. 


NB. Thefe letters are followed by 
certificates, from eminent medi- 
cal gentlemen, eftablifhing the 
claims of the Englifh opium to 
equal ftrength with the foreign, 
and to fuperior flavour and pu- 
rity. 
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Breeap from Rice alone. 


(Inferted in the fifth Volume of the Repertory of Arts and Manv- 
Facrurss, and taken from the JourNax des Sciznces, des Let- 


TRES, et des Arts. ] 


6 HE art of making bread 

from rice, though much 
fpoken of, feems to be very little 
known. In Chomel’s diétionary 
it is faid that bread may be made of 
rice, but there is no account of the 
means by which it is to be done. 
The book called La Ma:/on Ruftigque 
goes rather farther; for, it informs 
us that this kind of bread is made 
by mixing together the flour of rye 
and that of rice. The firft of thefe 
books therefore may be confidered 
as faying nothing, fince it is abfo- 
lutely impoffible to make bread of 
the flour of rice (which is harfli and 


dry, like fand or afhes), by treating 
it in the manner in which wheat- 
flour is treated. The manner of 
ufing rice-flour defcribed in the 
fecond book, is but an uncertain 
remedy in cafe of want ; for, if we 
have no rye, we cannot, according 
to that book, make ufe of rice-flour 
for makinz bread, becaufe an equal 
quantity of rye-flour is faid to be 
neceflary for that purpofe ; and 
confequentiy, in countries where no 
rye is grown, it would be iinpofible 
to make bread of rice, however 
great the want of bread might be. 
“ IT therefore think it my duty 


supply 
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fupply that information which is 
wanting in the two books above. 
mentioned, by defcribing a method 
by which excellent bread may be 
made from rice alone, which me- 
thod I learned from the natives of 
America. : 

“ The firft thing to be done to 
the rice is, to reduce it into flour; 
this may be done by grinding it in 
a mill, or, if we have not a mill, it 
may be done in the folfowing man- 
ner. Let a certain quantity of water 
be heated in a faucepan or caldron ; 
when the water is near boiling, let 
the rice we mean to reduce into 
flour be thrown into it: the veffel 
is then to be taken off the fire, and 
the rice left to foak till the next 
morning. It will then be found at 
the bottom of the water, which is 
to be poured off, and the rice put 
to drain upon a table placed in an 
inclined pofition. When it is dry, 
it muit be beat to powder, and 
pafled through the finett fieve that 
can be procured. 

“ When we have brought the rice 
into four, we muft take as much 
of it as may be thought neceflary, 
and put it into the kneading-trough 
in which bread is generally made. 
At the fame timte we muft heat 
fome water in a faucepan or other 
veffel, and, having thrown into it 
fome handfuls of rice, we muft let 
them boil together for fome time: 
the quantity of rice muft be fuch 
as to render the water very thick 
and clutinous. When this gluti- 
nous matter is a little cooled, it 
muft be poured upon the rice-flour, 
and the whole muft be well 
kneaded together, adding thereto a 
little falt, and a proper quantity of 
leaven. We are then to cover the 
dough with warm cioths, and to 
let it fiand that ic may rife. During 
the fermentation, this pafte (whieh, 
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when kneaded, muft have fuch a 
proportion of flour as to render it 
pretty fir), becomes fo foft and 
liquid, that it feems impoflible it 
fhould be formed into bread: it is 
now to be treated as follows, 

When the dough is rifing, the 
oven muft be heated; and, when it 
is of a proper degree of heat, we 
muft take a ftew-pan of tin, or 
copper tinned, to which is fixed a 
handle of fufficient length to reach 
to the end of the oven. A little 
water inuft be put into this ftew- 
pan, which muft then be filled with 
the fermented pafte, and covered 
with cabbage or any other large 
leaves, or with 2 fheet of paper. 
When this is done, the ftew-pan is 
to be put into the oven, and puthed 
forward to the part where it is in- 
tended the bread {hall be baked; it 
muft then be quickly turned upfide 
down. The heat of the oven acts 
upon the pafte in fuch a way as to 
prevent its {preading, and keeps it 
inthe form the ftew-pan has given 
it. 

«In this manner pure rice-bread 
may be made; it comes out of the 
oven of a fine yellow colour, like 
paftry whicn has yolk of eggs over 
it. It isas agreeable to the tafte as 
to the fight; and may be made ufe 
of, like wheat-bread, to. put into 
broth, &c. I muft however ob- 
ferve, that it lofes its goodnefs very 
much as it becomes ttale. 

«© Jt may be here remarked, that 
the manner in which Indian corn 
is ufed in France, for making bread, 
can only produce (and does in fact 
produce) very bad dough, and of 
courfe very bad bread. To em- 
ploy i* advantageoully, it fhould be 
treated like rice, and it may then be 
ufed, not only for making breed, 
but alfo for paftry.” 
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Ope for the New Year. 


By Henny James Pye, Esq. Post Lavrzar. 
I. 


HERE is immortal Virtue’s meed, 
Th’ unfading wreath of true renown, 
Beft recompence by Heav’n decreed 
For all the cares that wait a crown; 
¥f Induftry, with anxious zeal, 
Still watchful o’er the public weal; 
Tf equal Juftice’ awful arm, 
‘Temper’d by Mercy’s feraph charm, 
Are ineffectual to affuage 
Remorfelefs Faétion’s harpy rage ? 
But the fell Daemons, urg’d by Hell’s behett, 
Threaten, with frantic arm, the royal Patriot’s breatt! 


Hi. 


Yet not, imperial George! at thee 
Was the rude bolt of Malice fped, 
B’en fiends that Crown with rev’rence fee 
Where Virtue confeerates th’ anointed head—e 
No—at thy bofom’s fondeft claim, 
Thy Britain’s peace their fhafts they aim. 
Pale Envy, while o’er half the world 
War’s bloody banners are unfurl’d, 
Beheld our coatts from ravage free, 
Proteéted by the guardian fea, 
Where Commerce fpreads her golden ftores,, 
Where fieets waft triumph to our fhores ; 
She faw, and, fick’ning at the fight, 
With'd the fair profpect of our hopes to blight; 
Sought out the object of our deareft care, 
Found where we moft could feel, and try’d to wound us there. 


iif. 


The broken fhaft that coward Malice rear’d 
Shall to thy fame eternal luftre give, 
Infribe on Hitt'ry’s page thy name rever’d, 
And bid it there with endlefs blazon live. 
. For 











7 o> a} & YY. 


For there our fon’s remoteft race, 
In deathlefs charaéters, fhall trace 
How Britain’s baffled toes proclaim'd their hate, 
And deem’d her moaarch’s life the bulwark of the ftate. 


IV. 


Now ftrike a livelier chord—This happy day, 
Selected from the circling year 
To celeb ate a name to britain dear, 
From Britain’s fons demands a fefiive lay, 
Mild fov’reign of our monarch’s foul, 
Whofe eve's meek radiance cn controul 
The pow’rs of care, and grace a throne 
With each calm joy to life domeftic known; 
Propitious Heav’n has o’er thy head 
Bloffoms of richer fragrance fhed 
Than all th’ affiduous Mufe can bring, 
Cull’d from the honey’d ftores of Spring: 
For fee, amid wild Winter’s hours 
A bud its filken folds difplay, 
Sweeter than all the chalic’d flow’rs 
That crown thine own ambrofial May. 
O may thy fmiles, bleft infant, prove 
Omens of concord, and of love! 
Bid the loud ftrains of martial triumph ceafe, 
And tune to fofter mood the warbling reed of Peace ! 


The Inrrvence of Porticat PERSONIFICATIONS and ALLEGORIES 
on Imitative Art and Mora Happiness, and the Effeét of that 
frigid Sorpnistry which abounds in modern ParLosornicar and 
Dipvactic Poems. 


(From the Procress of Civit Soctety, a Dipactic Porm, by Rt- 
CHARD PayNe Knicut.} 


’ 


ENCE Greece her Mufes into being brought, 
The daughters feign’d of Memory and Thought; 
Infpiring goddeffes of genial fong, 
To whom all arts that polifh life belong ; 
Who, led by heaven's eternal orb of light, 
Fach dormant fpark of mental fire excite; 
And as their leader’s beams, where’er they glow, 
Bid the numb’d feeds of life and motion grow ; 
So wherefve’er extends their foft control, 
Bright Fancy’s vifions rouze the torpid foul ; 
Heaven breathes the fervid breath of life through all, 
And unform’d matter quickens at its call. , 
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Did raging ftorms o’er Ocean's bofom {weep ? 
*Twas angry Neptune fmote the troubled deep : 
Did clouds condens’d emit electric fire ? 

*Twas Jove’s wide-wafting initrument of ire: 
Did crops luxuriant fertile fields adorn? 

*T was Ceres deck’d the vales with wavy corn ; 
Or Bacchus bade the high embowering vine, 
Loaded with clufters, round the elm entwine: 
But, if they perifh’d by untimely blight, 

The Furies tainte’ the cold dews of night ; 

Or, if they fell beneath the wafte of wars, 

*T was the dire ravage of infatiate Mars. 

Thus, as the mufe-infpired poet fang, 

Each abftract caufe to form fubftantial fprang ; 
Affumed'a local dwelling, and a name, 
And rofe to Fancy in a human frame. 

Hence mimic art prefum’d, with bold defign, 
Nature’s beft works to embellith and refine; 

In earthly moulds the foul’s conceptions drew ; 
And ftaifed inimortal fhapes to mortal view ; 
The attributes of Heaven in man combined, 
And ftamp’d his image with his Maker's mind. 

The front majeftic ot imperial Jove, 
Proclaim’d the ruler of the realms above: 
Wifdom’s mild light, in modeft force array’d, 
Beam'd in the image of his martial maid ; 

While keen fagacity and quicknefs fone 

In every feature of fair Maia’s fon ; 

Stout Hercules’ vaft limbs and fpacious cheft, 

Pure abftract ftrength perfonified exprefs’d : 

Light Pleafure’s fmiling grace and wanton mien, 
Play’d in the form of Love’s voluptuous queen ; 
While from her half-clofed eyes bearm’d rays of fire, 
And on her lips fprang fighs of young defire. 

Alike each attribute divine was fhown, 

Tn ftated forms and features of its own; 
Prefiding Genii watch’d o'er every hiil, 

And Naiads rofe in every limpid rill : 
Where'er the lonely wanderer chanc’d to rove, 
He found the immortal progeny of Jove: 
Diffufed alike through ocean, earth, and air, 
Unnumber'd fpirits heard his evening prayer; 
And ftill, as {lumber clofed his weary eyes, 
Bade dreams of comfort in his fancy rife ; 
Whilft hovering round celeftial forms appear'd 
Raifed drooping: Hope, and finking forrow cheer'd. 

Hail, happy errors of delufive Thought - 
Unreai vitions, with true bleflings fraught ; 
Once more from heaven defcend, to mortals kind, 
And caft your magic fpells around the mind ; 


Film 
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Film over the fight of fpeculative eyes, 
Nor 'et us feel the curfe, to be too wife! 
Avain, ye Mafes, fet your fo gs reiound, 
An. the vain fophift’s frigid cant confound; 
Again to rapture wake the jofty ftrains, 
That once re-echoed o'er Qvift Meles’ plains; 
Or, with lefs brigh ind animating glow, 
Cheer’d wintry A cra ’midft her wilds of fnow; 
Or rei. ‘evate, with calm and tteady pride, 
Where Mincius’ ftreams in wandering eddies glide ; 
Anc taught the ruthlef: fons of war and fpoil, 
To | onour agriculture’s ufefal toil. 
Truth now is all the Mufes have to boaft, 
Since Fancy mours her airy vifions loft; 
And Fiétion, ftripp'd of every playful grace, 
To frigid fophiftry refigns its rae - 
To frigid fop.iftry, which breaks the fpells, 
Beneath whofe fhade the magic power dwells; 
And ail its elevated flights confines, * 
Low in the trammels of its critic lines; 
Or crainps its vigour, and its fervour cools, 
In the dull torpor of unmeaning rules ; 
Till quite benumb‘d, it now can only move, 
In fcenes of private life, and haplefs love ; 
Where tales'on tales, through endlefs volumes flow, 
StufPd with the unmeaning cant of love and woe: 
O’er which fond fentimental damfels weep, 
Tiil, drown’d in forrows, they fall faft afleep. 
But the bright vifions, which in days of yore, 
Plumed Fancy’s wings, and taught the mind to foar, 
Are funk for ever from the prying fight, 
Since touch’d by fophiftry’s cold blafting light. 
No Genii now through feas of ether glide, 
To wing the breezes, or the tempefts guide ; 
No thundering god the mountain's fummit fhrouds, 
{n rolling eddies of fulphureous clouds: 
No playful Diyads cheer the lonely woods, 
Or tportive Naiads float in cryftal floods : 
The world proceeds by cold mechanic laws, 
And fools and fophifts know alike their caufe. 
E’en the rude fables of our rugged climes, 
The dark materials of old Runic rhymes, 
Though nicely fpun by cabaliftic wit, 
Each winding maze of mddern creeds to fit, 
Have now their fierce terrific charms refign’d, 
Nor dare affail the unletter’d peafant’s mind. 
No more he fees the pale and wandering {prite 
Glide throveh the filent horrors of the night; 
Nor hears the hoarfe ill-boding goblin roar 


Along the wintry torrents troubled fhore. 
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No demon now the enchanter’s voice obeys, 

To guard the foreft, or the ftorm to raife; 

To bid falfe hopes foul deeds of blood excite, 

Or panic fears turn conquering chiefs to Bight. 
No guardian angels now from heaven defcend, 

The Almighty’s thield o’er virtue-to extend ; 

To heal the wounded, and proteé the brave; 

And valour, prefs’d by mightier foes, to fave. . 
No fairies now, or dapper elves are feen, 

By Fancy’s eye, light-tripping o’er the green : 

No more on vehicles of thought they ride, 

The waking phantoms of the brain to guide; 

Or, wafted on the moon’s myfterious beams, 

Lead the light progeny of fleeting dreams, 
Thus, of ideal images bereft, 

The Mufe’s humbler tafk is only left, 

Dry fact and folid argument to ftrew 

With flowers refrefh’d in Heliconian dew ; 

And the light flow of narrative to trace 

With juft expreffion, and with eafy grace. 


Description of the Parace of Amaition, and of the Fieyps who 




























frequent it. 
[From Joan of Arc, an Eric Poem, by Roaeat Soutssy.]) 


ND firft a landfcape rofe 
More wild and wafte and defolate, than where 

The white bear drifting on a field of ice 
How's to her funder'd cubs with piteous rage 
And favage agony. Mid the drear fcene 
A craggy mafs uprear’d its mifty brow, 
Untouch’d by breath of fpring, unwont to know 
Red fummer’s influence, or the chearful face 
Of autumn; yet its fragments many and huge 
Aftounded ocean with the dreadful dance 
Of whirlpools numberle(s, abforbing oft 
The blamelefs fither at his perilous toil. 
Upon the topmoft height the maiden faw 
A meteor-lighted dome: to every blaft 
Shook the wide fabric, totterin. as to fall, 
For ever tottering ; round the tempefts yell’d 
Tremendous, mufic hoarfe! vet to the ear 
Of him who there had rule, the Dynatt ftern, 
Not undelightful. His perturbed flight 
Anxious and gloomy, ‘peeding hitherwards, 
She faw the durk-wing'd fhape: with all its towers 
The palace nods: fuch was Ambition’s voice ! 


Obedient firft, fierce fervant of fierce lord, Cowl’d 
ow 
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Cowl’d Superftition comes, her loofen’d robes 
Float on the breeze and half expoted to view 

The rufted dagger. By her fide crept on 

Mitred Hypocrify, with meekeft mien 

And ftep demure, and crofs, which to his heart 
He preft, and feem’d with heaven-ward eye to poar 
The pious prayer; yet never prayer he pour'd 
Save when with fecret glance he view’d the crowd 
Admiring near. Revenge unwilling quits 

The mangled corfe; and prodigal of death 

Next Slaughter ftrode; his falchion ver untheath'd 
Reeks from the wound, loofe flow his long black locks, 
The wide roll of his eye is terrible, 

And each limb quivers. Cruelty comes next, » 
With favage fmile grafping a widowed dove. 

And Fury next beating her own fw>!n breaft 

Rufh’d at the call: and Envy hideous form 
Gnawing her flefh, and tearing from her head 

The viper turn’d to bite: and Horror wild 

With creeping fleth. Defpair his fullen arms 
Folded; aye muttering dark and ha!f-form’d words 
Of dreadful import. Aged Avarice next 

Hugeg’d to his heart his bags, and caft around 

( Unwilling tho’ to lofe the golden fight,) 

The fearful look. And fitful Jealoufy 

Anxious for mifery came: and feverifh Luft 

Hot from the convent.  Palfied Fear fled on, 

And ever as he fled his ghaftly eye 

Reverts. ‘Then ftalk’d along the giant form 

Of proud Oppreffion, on his crowned brow 

Sate Defolation, and his pitylefs frown 

Difpeopled countries: him behind a train 

Loathly and horrible, of namelefs fiends 
Outnumbering locuft:. Laft, as fill’d with fear 
Sufpicion ever-watchful clos'd the train : 

Pule meagre fpetre, ribb’d with iron plates, 
Sleeplefs, and fearful of the friendly meal, 

Worn out with anxious vigilance of life. 

Thefe at the palace meet, there, porter fit, 

Remorfe for ever his fad vigils kept, 

His heart the viper’s feaft: worn down his face, 

If face it were when fvarce the fhrivell’d fkin 
Wrap’d o’er the bone, proclain’d the gnawing pang: 
Inly he groan’d, or ftarting wildly, thriek’d, 

Ave as the fabric tottering from its bafe 

Threaten’d deftru@tion, tho’ oft announc’d with-held, 
Tho’ ftill with-leld, expeéted. 

Thefe the maid 

Mark’d as they fteer’d their dufky flight along; 
And lo! fhe was amidft them. 
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Paved with the bones 

The floor breath’d peftilence: the emblazon’d walls 
With enfigns and with biood-ftain’d arms were hung, 
The trophies of Ambition. 

Jn his throne 
That form portentous rear’d his giant bulk, 
More huge than he, who with his hundred arms 
Scatter’d confufion o’er the hoft of gods 
Briareus: or the moniter brethren twain, 
Whofe ftature fwelling every hour gave hopes 
Of equalling higheft Heaven: nor larger he 
Illufive, ’gainft whofe head the thunderer Thor % 
Sped fruftrate his full force. A fable helm , 
Shades his brown face, where glow’d thro’ each dark tint 
The fire of anger; in his hand he grafp’d 
The defolating fpear; his broad black brow 
In thought coniracted fpake his brooding foul, 
Sullealy filent. 


Srory of TuetamMont and Armerta. 
{From the Sea, a Porm, by Joun Bipiake, B. A.] 


Y OW thrice three bright revolving funs had view’d 
; Fond Thelamont to his Almeria join’d; 
With rapture melting into fix’d efteem; 
Equal delight, and foul-exchanging blifs, 
So beam'd, fo fmil’d, fo parted ev’ry vear! 
Bright fhone a fummer’s morn, when Thelamont 
Upon a placid fea fet fail; intent 
With baited hook to tempt the finny tribe. 
Cruel delight! From native beds to drag 
The wounded fools, and fpoil their filv’ry fcales 
And fpotted pride, writh’d on the tort’rous hook, 
In fufferance dumb. O be meek mercy heard! 
Thrice bleft be he, who ever kindnefs fhews 
To the poor brutal race: confign’d by him, 
Who fhelters all, to reafon’s manly rule 
And mild humanity’s more tender care. 
Thrice bleft be he! foft pity copious fhow’r 
Thy gracious dews upon his head; refrefh 
His tender heart, and glad his darkfome days. 

He to Almeria firft his purpofe fpoke. 
She meek and timid fair, by nature fearful, 
But more through love, with look ineffable, 
And glift'‘ning eyes, with foft affection bright, 
Thus fpake, “ Why try the dangerous wave to-day ? 
* Oft have I fear’d fome dire mifhap, when thou 
* Upon the faithlefs main haft folace fought, 


3 «“ Where 
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« Where unknown horror lurks,, and hidden fnares. 
«“ This day is facred to the rites of love; 
«“ This anniverfal of the happy year 
«“ Since firft our hands we join’d; and mutual pledg’d 
Our faith. This happy day with me confume ; 
« With me, I pray, and with our little race.” 

And then fhe turn’d delighted looks to where 

Their rofy infants, dew-drops of gay health, 
Spring buds of pares youth, fported areund. 

To this, of anfw’ring feelings raptur’d full, 
Though all the father, all the hufband rofe 

At once; and tides o’erflowing of rich joy 

Almoft his bofom burft, he anfwer made: 

« Sweet tharer of my days! partner of my blifs! 

“ Fear not. I leave thee for a little fpace; 

«* And long betore brown night its fhades extends, 
shall to thy arms return. short abfence makes 
«“ True love more fweet.”” O blindnefs to the future! 
That kindly veils fharp pain’s perfpective ills : 
Hides what no caution can avoid, or keeps 

From greater ills of choice! Silent, deprefs’d 
Almeria fat ; placid, though not content; 

And fore’d a finile that would confent have fpoken, 
And wip’d in hafte, a ftealthful tear unfeen, 

That fear had drop’d upon her downcatt eye ; 

And check’d a figh that apprehenfion breath’d, 
Soft as the fummer evening zephyr curls 

The crimfon bofom of the fleepy lake. 

Now from the port the impatient veffel fteers, 

And to the wanton gales the fweiling fails 

Their bofoms gave; and gliding {wilt before 

The frefh’ning breeze, that brufhing kifs’d the wave, 
The painted veffel danc’d, light, trim, and gay. 
With equal {peed the fhores receding flew, 

Till far into the azure main they gain’d. 

Deceitful morn! why deft thou fimile fo fair? 
Shall nature be fo falfe? Frefh’ning the breeze . 
Swells to a gale: the fhifting gale a ftorm; 

That adverie foon forbad all hop’d return, 

And accefs to the wifhed-for land denied. 

Alas! poor Thelamont! thy drifting bark 

Flies faft before the furious winds, that mad 

And cruel wing thee from thy fading home; 

‘The lov'd, the happy fpot, where wait thy own 
Thy dear delights, thy rofy fmiling babes; 

The fofteft, fweetett, partner of thy care. _ 

Nor evening greets thee now with promis’d joy ; 
Nor infant {ports ; nor her kind arms that wrap 
Thee in the lap of love; the flowery bow’r, 

That thields from every blaft, from every pain. 





Far, 
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Far, far, from thefe, and every foothing joy; 
Art thou to dreary, friendlefs night confign’d ; 
And all the horrors of the rough rude ftorm. 





The clofing eve, meantime with moiften’d lids, 

Sunk flow, and fad, on ocean’s troubled bed, 

In fympathy of melancholy fate. 

On the remorfelefs main, her anxious eye 
Almeria caft, where madnefs furious play’d, 

And through the thick’ning miit did fancy paint 
Laft friend of grief, the veffel’s diftant form, 
That held the lord, the fharer of her heart. 

Her children oft, O happy age! whom yet 

Hope e’er delights, look’d through the dagkning f{cene, 
And in imagination’s picture faw 

The bark, and hail'd their parent’s bleft retura : 
And made more keen Almeria’s frantic woe, 
When e’en deceptive promife fail’d to cheat, 
And duil, blank difappointment coldly frown’d, 
Go wrap your fondling arms, ye {miltng babes ! 
Strain clofe your fainting mother's coo ' kifs, kifs 
Away the tears! that flowing fountains run, 

And mingle pity’s ftream, with her full tide. 

She needs your every foothing art, your wiles 

To mellow tharp diftrefs! for never more 

Shall fhe fave in your fweetly-dimpling cheeks, 
That picture fweet remembrance of pat love, 
The unfading image of your fire behold, 


Laft fancy fail’d, and cruel frowning night 
Denied e’en chearing hope, and rolling flow 
In pitchy darknefs wrap’d the ruin’d fcene. 


Invocation to Fancy and Forcetrutness to chafe away the Demon 


Memory. 


{From the Partns of Memory, a Pogo, by Ropert Merry, A. M.] 


OME then, creative Fancy! hither bend 

Thy fportive flight, and prove thyfelf a friend ; 
Raife by thy potent fells the caftles fair, 
Which charm the eve, thought built but in the air ; 
Confole the poor with vifionary wealth, 
And lure the fick man to the bow’rs of health; 
To myrtle groves the panting lover bring, 
And {catter rofes from thy fairy wing ; 
The maid ador’d, though faithlefs as the wind, 
Shall there be ever conftant, ever kind, 
With fond approval liften to his tale, 


Melt at his fighs, and let his vows prevail, 
Thou 
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Thou bidft the foldier win, with proud delight, 
The deathlefs laurel of imagin’d ight, 

Spur his bold fteed the routed foe to reach, 

Or foremoft, fword in hand, afcend the breach, 
Thy magic influence makes the coward brave, 
Gives eafe to anguifh, freedom to the flave; 

Yet, he alas! condemn’d for evermore, 

To tug with hopelefs toil the heavy oar, 

To guide the galley thro’ the boift’rous fea, 

In ev’ry hour of refpite, flies to thee: 

On the cold pallet ftretch'd, his pangs fub/de, 
O'er his rapt thought thy pageant pleafures glide, 
Bright views entrance him, foft illyfions rift, 
Diifolve his chains, and lift him to the tkies. 
The niggard wretch at thy benign command, 
Feels with new tendernefs his foul expand, 
Wakens to charity, and grants relicf, 

At leaft in thought, to ev’ry human grief; 

Then, to reward his fympathetic tears, 

Invokes profperity, and length of years. 

View’d thro’ the medium of thy magic glafs, 
The lovelieft fcenes in gay fucceflion pats, 

Each virtue glows in pureft tints array’d, 

In native uglinefs is vice difplay’d : 

For never yet has mortal predefign’d 

Himfelf unjuft, deceitful, or unkind, 

To gain the prize on which he loves to brood, 
The means are proper, and the end is good. 
Where’er thou deignft thy cheering glance to throw, 
Full harvefts bend, falubrious rivers flow, 

Long lakes their glofly furfaces unfold, 

And heaven is deck’d with more refplendent gold. 
Spontaneous forefts cloathe the lonely heath, 
And all creation brightens at thy breath, 

Then Fancy, hither coyne, exert thy fway, 

And chace the demon Mem'ry far away ! 


Thou too, Forgetfulnefs ! whofe opiate charm 
Can huth the paffions, and their rage difarm ; 
Approach, O kindly grant thy fuppliant aid! 
Wrap him in fweet oblivion’s placid thade; 
Veil the gay, tranfitory fcenes, that fled, 

Like gleamy funfhine o’er the mountain’s head ; 
Sink in the dark abyfs of endlefs night 

The artificial phantoms of delight; 

Nor let his early ign'rance, and miftake, 

The fober blifs Ee age and reafon fhake. 

Hide from his heart each fuff'ring country’s woe, 
Aud o'er its chains thy cov’ring mantle throw; 
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' Who feek to wound, and 
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Hide yon deluded agonizing train, 

Who bleed by thoufands on the purple plain ; 

Their piercing cries, their dying. groans controul, 

And lock up all the feelings of his foul. 

Shield him from flander’s sei te, 4 race, 
abour to difgrace, 

Who view the humbleft worth with jealous eye, 

The viper brood of black malignity ! 

So fhall, perchance, content with thee return, 

*Mongtt vernal fweets to raife his wintry urn ; 

To his retreat tranquillity 2 

“ And freedom dwell a penfive hermit there.” 


Hoyrre Lake, a Poem, written on that Coast, and addreffed to its 


PRopriIETOR, Sir JOHN STANLEY. 


{From Lrancotien VALE, with other Poems, by ANNA Sewarp.} 


HEE, Stanley, thee, our gladden’d fpirit hails, 
Since life’s firtt good for us thy efforts gain, 
Who, habitants of Albion's inland vales, 
Refide far diftant from her circling main. 


Thefe lightfome walls, beneath thy generous cares 
Arofe, the lawny fcene’s convivial boaft, 

While at thy voice clear-cheek’d Hygeia rears 

Her aqueous altars on this tepid coatt. 

This coaft, the neareft to our central home, 
That green Britannia’s watry zone difplays, 

Now gives the drooping frame a cheerful dome *, 
Whofé lares + {mile, and promife lengthen’d day Se 


When gather’d fogs the pale horizon fteep, 
Falling i in heavy, deep, continual rain, 

If, ere the fun fink fhrouded in the decp, 
‘His cryftal rays pervade the vapory train, 


Dry are the tufty downs, diffufive fpread 
O’er the light furface of the fandy mound, 
Where e’en the languid form may fafely tread, 
Drink the pure gale, and eye the blue profound. 


Dear fcene !—that ftretch’d between the filver arms 
Of Deva, and of Merfey, meets the main, 

And when the fun-gilt day illumes its charms, 
Boafts of peculiar grace, nor boafts in vain. 


* The large and handfome hotel, built in the year 1792, by fr John Stavley, and 
which converts thefe pieafant downs into a commodious fea-bathing piace. 


¢ Lares, Houfehold-gods. 


Tho’ 
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Tho’ near the beach, dark Helbrie’s lonely ifle, 
Repofes fullen in the watry way, 

Hears round her rocks the tides, returning, boil, 
And o’er her duiky fandals dafh their ipray. 


Mark, to the left, romantic Cambria’s coaft, 
Her curtain’d mountains rifing o’er the floods 4 
While feas on Orin’s beak’d promontory burit, 
Blue Deva {wells her mirror to the woods. 


2 o’er that varied ridge of Alpine forms, 
aft Moel-y-Fammau * towers upon the fight, 
Lifts her maternal bofom to the ftorms, 


And {creens her filial mountains from their blight. 


Far on the right, the dim Lancaftrian plains, 
In pallid diftance, glimmer thro’ the tky, 

Tho’, hid by jutting rocks, thy {plendid fanes, 
Commercial Liverpool, elude the eye. 


Wide in the front the confluent oceans roll, 
Amid whofe reftiefs b.l.ows guardian Hoyle, 

To fcreen her azure lake when tempefts howl, 
Spreads the firm texture of her ainber ifle ¢. 


And tho’ the furging tide’s refiftlefs waves 
Roll, day, and night, its level furface o’er, 
Tho’ the fkies darken, and the whirlwind raves, 

They froth,—-but rufh innoxious to the fhore. 


When fear-ftruck fea-men, ’mid the raging flood, 
Hear thundering fhipwreck yell her dire decrees, 
See her pale arm rend every fail, and fhroud, 
And o’er the high maft lift her whelming feas, 


If to thy quiet harbour, gentle Hoyle, 

The fhatter’d navy thro’ the tempeft flies, 
Each joyous mariner forgets his toil, 

And carols to the vainly angry fkies. 


What tho’ they vex the lake’s cerulean ftream, 
And curl its billows on the fhelly floor, 
Yet, in defpite of Fancy’s timid — 
Age, and infirmity, may plunge fecire. 


re hitis, and confiderably higher than any of them. 


the ae8 word penn as one fyllable, as if fpelt Mois. 
It is feen in the Hoyle-Lake profpedct, behind 


The name 


sand Ifland, ix miles long, and four broad, which lying in the fea, a 


forms the lake; and breaking the force of the tides, conftitutes the, 


How 


‘uat lane as au harbour and bathing-place. 
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How gay the fcene when fpring’s fair mornings break, 
Or ‘umumer-noons illuume the graffy mound, 
W ven ancher’d navies crowd the peopled lake, . 
Or deck the diftant ocean’s fkiey bound. 


Like leaflefs forefts, on its verge extreme 

Rife the tall mafts ;—-or fpreading wide their fails, 
Silvering, atid fhining in the folat beam, 

Stand on that laft blue line, and court the gales. 


The peopled lake, of fong, and lively cheer, 

And boatfwain’s whiftle bears the jovial found ; 
While rofy pennants, floating on the air, 

Tinge the foft feas of glafs, that fleep around. 


'Twas on thefe downs * the Belgian hero fpread 
Hix ardent legions in aufpicious hours, 

Ere to Ierne’s heftile fhores he led 
Yo deathlefs glory their embattled powers. 


When. like the conqueror of the Eaftern world, 

i hat ttemm’d with dauntlefs breafl the Granic flood, 
His victor fword immortal William whirl'd, 

And Boyne’s pale waters dyed with rebe} blood. 


Since now, to health devoted, this calm fhore 
Breathes renovation in its foamy wave, 

For the kin.) Donor fal! each heart implore, 
The good his energies to others gave. 


That long on him clear-cheek’d Hygeia’s fmile, 
And long on all he loves, ferene may fhine, 
Who from thy ipark!ing coaft, benignant Hoyle, 

Ditius’d the bleflings of her cryfial fhrine. 


Ope on his Mayesty’s Brrtu-pay. 


By Henry James Pre, Esq. Porr-Laureat. 


I, 


HERE are the vows the Mufes breath’d, 
That Difcord’s fatal reign might ceafe ? 
Where ail the blooming flow’rs they wreath’d, 
To bine the placid brow of Peace; 


* King William encamped his army on the Hoyle lake downs, before he took trip: 
ping from thence, on his victorious eapedition to Ireland. 


Whofe 
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Whofe angel-form, with radiant beam, 
Pictur’d in Fancy’s fairy-dream, 
Seem’d o’er Europa's ravag’d land, 
Prompt to extend her influence bland, 
Calm the rude clangors of the martial lay, 
And hail with gentler note our monarch's natal day ? 


Il. 


For, lo! on yon devoted fhore, 
Still through the bleeding ranks of war, 
His burning axles fteep’d in gore, 
Ambition drives his iron car. 
Still his eyes, in fury roll’d, 
Glare on fields by arms o’er run ; 
Still his hands rapacious hold 
Spoils injurious inroad won ; 
And, {fpurning with indignant frown 
The fober olive’s proffer’d crown, 
Bids the brazen trumpet’s breath 
Swell the terrific blaft of deftiny and death. 


Ill, 


Shrinks Britain at the found? Though, while her qve 
O’er Europe’s defolated plains fhe throws, 
Slow to avenge, and mild in victory, 
She mourns the dreadful fcene of war and woes; 
Yet, if the foe, misjudging, read 
Difmay in Pity’s gentleft deed, 
And, conftruing mercy into fear, 
The blood-ftain’d arm of battle rear, 
By infult rous’d in juft refentment warm, 
She frowns defiance on the threat’ning ftorm; 
And, far as Ocean’s billows roar, 
By ev’ry wave encircled fhore, 
From where o’er icy feas the gaunt wolf roves, 
To coafts perfumed by aromatic groves ; 
As proudly to the ambient fky 
In filken folds her mingled croffes fly ; 
The foothing voice ot Peace is drown'd 
Awhile in war’s tumultuous found, 
And ftrains, from Glory’s awful clarion blown, 
Float in triumphant peal around Britannia’s throne. 
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1796, 
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Ope to Bertre GREATHEED, intended to counteract the effec of the 
miftaken and querulous Picture of Human Nature, drawn by Mr, 
Gray in his Ope on a diftant profpect of Eron Cotrege, 


[From an Ope to a Boy at Eron, with three Sonnets, and one 
Ericram, by Witi14M Parsons, Esa, ] 


Mox etiam pectus preceptis format amicis, 
Afperitatis, et invidiew correcior, et ire, 


Rec? facta refert. Hor. Epift. Lib. 2. Ep. I. 


E tho’ miftaken kindnefs doom’d 
(So will’d a mother’s care 
Ere yet the buds of genius bloom’d) 
To breathe my native air; 
Forbade to cull the fairer flowers 
‘That thrive in Academic bowers, 


Azad clip’d my youth’s afpiring wings ; 
te of Fancy’s brightér day, 
“trod th’ inglorious private way 
To Learning’s hidden {prings ! 
Thee, Bertie! happier fates attend, 
Nor is it thine to mourn 
From thee the father and tlie friend 
By death, untimely, torn! 
Thee, Bertiz! worthy of thy fire! 
Let generous emulation fire 
With high-born pride, with ardor keen, 
Like-heroes in th’ Olympic race, 
Still to affert the foremoft place 
In Eron’s crouded {cene! 


To “ chafe the rolling circle’s fpeed,”’ 

9 To “ urge thé flying ball,” 
Thro’ yielding waves the way to lead, 
The fluttering bird enthrall, 
Or fearful {natch the truant joy ; 
Thefe may thy vacant hours employ. 
—But ftrenuous feek a nobler prize, 
To charm when thou no more art young ; 
Nor think, whate’er a Gray has fung, 
“’Tis Fotry to be wisr !” 
Tho’ Paffion and Difeafe may rage 
In Man with baleful ftrife, 
Tho’ numerous Ils, in riper age, 
Catt their black fhade o’er life, 
All is not Grief—what fong can tell | . 
The heart-expanding thoughts that {well 
The pure, and lore-enlighten’d, breaft ! 


The 
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The joy the genuine Patriot feels ; 
Or he who wounds of Sorrow heals, 
In confcious Virtue blett ! 


The joy to nurfe the liberal Arts! 

T ro’ Nature’s fweets to rove! 

W hat Science, or the Mufe, imparts ! 
Friendfhip, ar wedded Love! 

—For feeling minds, and judging eyes, 
Fountains ot dlifs uanumber’d rife, 
And thro’ their hallow’d courfe refine. 
——Tite gifts unbounded Bounty ftrews 
’T:s more than Folly to refufe ; 

—’ | s impious to repine ! 

To Youth its fports, to Age its calm, 
Indulgent Heav'n beftows, 

With f rrow mingles comfort’s balm, 
And ation with repofe. 

Difeafe from Sloth. or Pleafure fprings, 
Yet, with fedate Reflection, brings 
Warm Hope, to footh the mental ttrife, 
Who whifpers foft to Care, or Pain, 
For prefent lofs, a future gain, 

For death, immortal life ! 


What to avoid, and what purfue, 

Has Man no rule affign’d? 

No arms, high-temper’d to fubdue 

* The vultures of the mind ?” 

—Oh blind to Truth !tho free of Will! 
Thou mak’ft thy qwn misfortunes ftill 
Whom thy own paflions ftill controul. 
—Arm but toy will—their rage defy ! 
The dire Promethean terrors fly, 

And leave th’ unfhaken foul! 

Not words alone, but thoughts acquire ! 
And g eat examples know ! 

Till Greece aod Rome’s extinguith’d fire 
In Thee revived fhali glow! 

—Mark, worthy of the general truft, 

An Aristipes, wife, and juft,, 

To others mild, himfelf fevere ! 

To wealth unmoved—Oh glorious boatt ! 
His funeral at the public coft, 

Graced by the public tear! 


Not Spain and Arric’s fpoils combin’d 
So Scirro’s worth difplay’d, P 
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As when he, felf-fubdued, refign’d 
- The fair Iberian maid ! 
—Nor leis he fhone, when youth was fled ; 
‘ Noeall his former triumphs fhed 
A lovelier luftre round his name! 
—Him Meditation moft could pleafe ; 
In filent thove it, and learned eafe, 
He clofed a liie of Fame! 
To Poeis, who miflead our youth, 
Let gaudier wreaths belong, 
Yer one again fhall “ ftoop to truth, 
*¢ And moralize his fong.” 
While Heav’n decrees us here below 
A mingled maze of jov and woe; 
(Howe er the plaintive Sophiits moan) 
Well to enjoy the proiperous hour, 
Well to endure Afiiiction’s power, 
Are Wispom’s lot alone} 


IrtustRaTyow of “ the Inrruence of Locat ATTACHMENT with se- 


{pect to Home,” 
[From a Poem under that Title.] 


ERE, where, defcending from the fea-worn clifts 
In his own heavy cloud of darknefs clad, 
Full oft his watery pennons Aufter lifts 
And wraps the extenfive ifle in fudden fhade, 
ho’ vernal funbeams were effus’d, to glad 
Our landfcapes, from Cornubia vein’d with ore 
To Scotia’s heaths that triumph in the plaid; 
The Lriton ftill prefers his changeful fhore 
To Agypt’s cloudlefs plains where no rude tempefts roar. 


Yes! o’er his acres the green barley-blade 
He values more than fields of cluftering rice ; 
And rather fhapes his way thro’ plafhy glade 
Where crackles, at each ftep, the fheeted ice, 
Than mid gay groves of caffia, that entice 
The foul to pleafure, far diffufing balm : 
To him more dear the oak-crown’d precipice, 
Than the deep verdure of date-crefted palm, 
Where all is lap'd in eafe, one languor-breathing calm. 


To him more fweet thro’ afhen woods to rove, 
As eddying winds the foliage round him whirl, 

Than cull the bloffoms of an orange-grove 

Skirted by rofe-tree bowers, where rivulets purl 
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Mid bhafil tufts, and odorous breezes curl 
The ftream befpreat with many a filver lote ; 
While, on the fmooth canal, light fhips unfurl 
Their fportive fails, and gently as they float, 


Flutter the billing doves, and croud the neighbouring cote. 


While the gay-gilded mofque fhines, half-conceal’d 
By tamarinds and the broad-ieav’d fycamore, 

And, as beneath their trembling verdure veil’d, 
Airs, Eden-born, delicious incenfe pour, 
Softening the fervours of the fummer-hour ! 

While rich pomegranates bid their cooling feeds 
To the parcht palate a keen fenfe reftore, 

And, round each whifpering iflet of cane reeds, 

Its melon’s grateful pulp the tepid water feeds. 


Not ivory palaces, their roofs inlaid 
With mafly gold, where thrones of coral glow, 
Starr’d with the gems of Ormuz; not the fhade 
Ambrofial, waving its peach-flowers that blow 
To pearly grapes, and kifs the turf below, 
The genuine fon of Albion could induce 
His dairy-meads, his fallows to forego: 
Not all the fruits, that bloom o’er every fluice, 
Would, in his mind, outvie the redftreak’s vermeil juice. 


Nor, if to innocence a gentle {mile 
Beam, placid as the May's mild morning break ; 
If, with a modeft blufh, to mark our ifle, 
Mantle to veins of azure the fair cheek; 
Are not the charms of foreign beauty weak, 
Beauty, that wantons with voluptuous air? 
Can jetty ringlets that adorn the neck, 
Sleek as they giiften to the funny glare, 
Rival, O Albion’s dames, your ember-brightening hair? 


Yet pleafure views, and trembles at the gaze, 
Thofe glofly treifes their luxuriance {pread 
To rofeate effences; the diamond-blaze 
Of many a crefcent on the turban’d head, 
Or the pearl-luftre as by rainbows fed ; 
The full dark eye; the panting of the breaft, 
Throv=h gaufe that feems to kindle} limbs that thed 
Purpureal'lizht Sy filken folds careft, 
And the rich zone that Ciiecks the thin tranfparent vei, 


See, as the rofe-lipt Almé weave the dance, 
To melting airs they move, in amorous play ; 
Or, arch with nods and wreathed {miles, they glance 
Their nimble feet. to frolic meafures gay : 
L 3 
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The cymbal’s notes to love new warmth convey: 
The burning aloe breathes its fragrance round. 
O’er all the iight faloon with {parkling ra 
The diamond trembies to the dancer's ak 
While with fantaftic mirth the dizzy roofs refound. 


See glowing virgins lave the poliflit limb, 

W hat time they bid the muiky bath exhale 
Its fteaming odours, and along the brim 

The dalliance of the loves lafcivious hail: 

Or, when the clear night wafts her cooling gale, 
See their fine forms, as eve’s lati colours die, 

Slow on the flower embroider’d terrace fail ; 
While, glittering thro’ its whole expanfe, the ky 
With its deep azure fhade relieves the wearied eye. 


Yes!—Home ftill charms: and he who, clad in fur, 

- His rapid rein-deer drives o’er plains of fnow, 

W ould rather to the fame wild tra¢ts recur, 
That various life had mark’d with joy or woe, 
Than wander, where the fpicy breezes blow 

To kifs the hyacinths of Azza’s hair 
Rather, than whe re luxuriant fummers glow, 

To the white mofles of his hills repair, 

And bid his antler train the fimple banquet fhare. 





All love their native fpot; whether befide 
Their ice-ribb’d mountains thro’ a wafte of night, 
They catch the froft-gales from the ftormy tide, 
And fhiver to the boreal flafhes bright; 
Or, if the fun vouchfafe a noonday light, 
Hail, from the crags, his faint-reflected beams, 
And flide, o’er mouldering bridge, from height to height, 
Where pine, or ebony, or benreed » gleams, 
To tloat their huge- hewn planks, along the gulphy ftreams : 


Or. whether blinded by the folar glare, 
The moon-ey'd Indian amid poifon’d dews 
Tainting the breeze, to balfam groves repair, 
And fleep, tho’ venom many a plant diffufe : 
Cr whether he who journeys o'er Peru’s 
Re-echoing caverns, heap his ore, to pave 
The ftreets with ingots, oft as he purfues 
His burthen’d eat, to where the boiling wave 
Once fwaliow’d Lima’s walls, a univerfal grave. 


E’en now, where rages red Vefuvio’ s flame, 
Scarce from the fluid rocks his offspring fly; , 
Tho’ cities, ttrown aro nd, of ancient name, 
The monuments of former vengeance lie. 


And 
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And we have mark’d the indiffoluble tie, 
By which a myriad down the vawning gloom 
Defcended erft, as Etna fir’d the ky —— 

By which a myriad that efcap’d the doom, 


Cling to the fulphur’d fpot, and clafp their comrades’ tomb, 


Description of Hay-MAKING. 
[From Bewsgy, a Poem.] 


HERE {ce the mowers, to their half-done tafk 
Early returning, jocund, o’er the grafs, 
That yefterday they cut: with ftone well-ply’d, 
Bending, they whet the clear-refounding feel 
And now in order plac’d, ftep after itep, 
Slow following, with fucceflive well-tim’d ftrokes, 
The fcythe they brandith ; falling at their feet 
In femicircles wide, a mingled heap 
Of feedling ftalks and flow’rs of various hues 
In wild confufion lies, to bloom no more. 
Meanwhile a num'rous train of men and boys, 
And country maidens, bearing in their hands 
The rural trophies, cheerfully begin 
Their pleafing toil, and fcatter far and wide, 
With airy tots, the odoriferous hay ; 
Light burden! While as now the climbing fun, 
In {plendour clad, pours forth his floping rays 
Stronger, the field is alla moving fcene 
Of gaiety and bufinefs, mirth and toil. 
Many the jokes, aad frequent are the laughs, 
Enlivening their labour: on the copfe 
Of yonder hedge, where gay the wild-rofe blooms, 
Is laid the copious can, with needful ftore 
Of liquor fill’d, and cover'd from the fight 
Of bufy flies, Full oft the heated {wain 
Thither is feen to pace, and from the cup 
Firft takes a long, deep draught: then to the fair, 
Not atking, but whofe warm flufli’d cheeks betray 
Her thirft, flow carrying, prefents the cu 
With awkward gallantry. Fatigued, the band 
Awhile repofe: the fun-burnt clown, robuft, 
Pulls on his knee his modeft-looking fair, 
Pleas’d, and yet half afham’d: ah! happy he, 
Tf from her lips he gains at laft the kifs, 
With many ftruggies won; nor is ev’n fhe, 
Tho’ her diforder’d locks with many a frown 
Now fhe adjufts, difpleas’d at heart to lofe 
The fragrant prize fhe wifh’d not to withhold. 
She feeks not to enfnare a captive train 
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Of flaves, to grace the triumph of her eyes; 
Nor, having won her lover's faithful heart, 
To leave him, proud-exulting in his pains. 
For him alone the riband gay is feen, 
On Sundays ftreaming in her hat of ftraw, © 
Luring at church unwary eyes from pray’rs. 
Still near her thro’ the field he ftrives to toil, 
And oft, when unperceiv’d, they tell their love 
In fidelong glances: language {weet! that {peaks 
In filence more than all th’ affected fop, 
Praétis’d in flatt’ry’s arts, with oily tongue, 
Pours in his vainer fair’s deluded ears. 
Here ’tis, that Love beftrews his pleafing joys, 
Unblendéd with his cares; for here no fears 
Of rankling jealoufy difturb the breatt. 
He dnows his maiden true, as fhe her fwain ; 
And fo fhall each be prov’d, for Hymen foon 
In bondage {weet fhall join their willing hands. 
Be kind, ye Southern breezes! blow not yet, 
Nor bid your train of gloomy clouds and fhow’rs, 
Unwelcome now, deform the tranquil fky ! 
But let the frequent wain, unftopp’d by rains, 
Clear the dry hayfield of its duiky piles! 


Rerast of Lueraw and Swirt, in the Hovuss of Riprcucez, 


[Fiem the Parapisg of Taste, by ALExanpeR Tuomson, Efq.}, 


OW turning to the other table, 
Which rather look’d more comfortable, 

¢reon two covers we furvey’d, 
And things in rank for fupper laid, 
While warm and fnug, another pair 
Of fatirifts were feated there— 
The Greek, whofe lively fancy drew 
So many a pleafing interview ; 
Who heroes old fo well could fhow 
Converfing in the fhades below, 
And whofe celeftial dialogues 
Made all Olympus whores and rogues; 
His meffmate was Hibernia’s boatt, 
In cauftic wit himfelf a hoft ; 
Expofe to view who durft prefume 
The fecrets of the drefling-room ; 
Who ev’n reveal’d to vulgar fight 
The raptures of the bridal night, 
And trembling Strephon’s eager joy, 
To find a woman in his Chloe; 
But wortt of all, whofe faithlefs hand, 
At flighted rancour’s dire command,: 


The 
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The vile difguftful picture drew 

Of that inhuman brute Yahoo. 

Before them, hunger’s bef relief 

An ample dith of tteaks of beef, 

Stood {moking, juicy, fat, and nice, 

Of which they each fecur’d a flice, 

And feafon'd it, without difpute, 

As beft it might his palate fuit. 

The Greek was mighty well content 

With pickles from Jamaica fent, 

And pepper brought from Surinam, 

More hot and fiery than a dram. 

Not fo St. Patrick’s dirty dean, 

Who rubb’d along his platter clean 

Of aflafertida a pound, ’ 

Which threw a difmal tench around, 

And then he gobbled up in hafte 

His odoriferous repatt ; 

Which done, no longer would he flay, 

But inftant rofe, and ran away. 

Then to my keen inquiring eye 

My gracious guide made this reply :— 

“ I cannot bring my tuneful tonguc, 

** To founds of other order ftrung, 

“ To tell you now the fiameful place 

“ Where this ftrange wretch has hid his face, 
“ Who views thofe fights with pleafure’s finiles, 
“ From which each other eve recoils; 

“© To whom thofe founds alone are dear, 

«© That firlke with pain each other ear: 
“ If curiofity be ftrong, 

« Much better go with him along, 

«“ And fee him there, in all his glory, 
“ Rehearfing of a filthy ftory ; 

« But me you muft, my child, excufe, 
« Whofe eye fuch objets never views. 
To this what anfwer 1 fhould make, 
Long time to think I did not take: 

«« | feel,” favs I, “ no inclination 

“ For fuch minute inveftigation ; 

© And rather ne’er would fee his face, 
“© Than follow him to fuch a place.” 


Situation of SHakesPcar, in the Istanp of Fancy, 


{From the fame Work.} 


HERE up to heav’n a mafs of rock was pil'd, 
Which feem’d to mingle with the midnight tky; 
Ot rude accefs it was, and profpect wild, 
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And rear’d its proud ambitious head fo high 

As almoit left behind the aching eye. — 

Deck’d was the fcene with beauties all its own, 

Whofe pow’rful charms each critic glance defy ; 

And on its topmott height, the regal throne 

Of this romantic realm, ftood Avon’s bard alone, 


Alone he ftood — for there was none but he 
On fuch a fearful precipice could ftand; 
Carelefs he ttood, from fear and danger free, 
And wav’d with eafe that more than magic wand, 
Whofe pond'rous weight would numb each other hand ; 
For who like him could fairy chaplets twine, 
Could paint with living hues the airy band 
Of fhapes infernal and of forms divine, 
Or dive fo wond’rous deep in fancy’s golden mine? 


Reluctant rifing from their nether fkies, 
A troop of griefly ghofts before him ftood, 
° With tron teeth and ftaring ftony eyes, 
Demons and fiends, and all the hellifh brood 
Which fancy figures in her trembling mood ; 
Around his head thofe elves and fpirits flew, 
Who tafte on earth of heav’n's ambrofial food, 
Who fuck with bees the cowflip’s honey due, 
And fteal, to make them coats, the rainbow’s brilliant hue. 


There on her car fate Mab the fairy queen, 
And dreams of various hue around her flung; 
Her coachman, merry Puck, array’d in green, 
Before her on the nut-built chariot hung, 
And all his knavifl: tricks and frolics fung. 
There was the witch’s child, who ne’er unclos’d 
His brutal lips but forth a curfe there fprung ; 
And Ariel quaint, of o"her mold compos’d, 
Who trode the winter wind, and in the gale repos’d. 
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EvuLoctum on CoNnvERSATION. 


, 


(From Conversatron, a Didaétic Poem, by Witriam Cooks, Efq] 


——— Conversation, ever on the wing, 
Delights to rove through all the honied fpring 
Like mufic’s voice, harmonious, deep, and ciear, 
Pours all its information through the ear, 

Draws out the force of education’s plan, 
Combines the whole, and finifhes the man. 


See how it decorates the claffic page! 
And how the ancients felt this pleafing rage! 
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Or at their baths—their meals—the public hall, 
*T was Converfation took the lead in all. 

Here rights were canvafs’d—manners underftood, 
And laws develop’d for the public good, 

Here heroes’ cake were told with kindred blaze, 
Nor humbler virtues ’fcap’d their fhare of praife. 
‘The matron’s conftancy—the fage’s fenfe, 

: The power of beauty, and its beft defence, 

The poor man’s firmnefs in the ftruggling hour, 
Contentment’s charm, or riches’ liberal power, 
All learning taught—all daily life had fhewn 
—The mott unerring fcience to be known— 
Were here entorc’d »ith fimplenefs and truth, 
As food for age, or models tor their youth ; 
Nay, ev’n in death they felt for human kind, 
And left their moral legacies behind. 


O! life’s true teacher!—moft illuftrious fage ! 
Whofe great example burns, from age to age, 
Who fcorn’d the trammels of the wrangling f{chools, 
And taught philofophy by chriftian rules ; 
Tho’ doom’d a bafe—unworthy death to fhare, 
In fpite of pity’s voice, and virtue’s prayer —— 
Still did thy foul unbroken, and ferene, 
With confcious truth furvey the awful tcene, 
Fearlefs what pangs the poifon’d bowl could give, 
And to the lait inform’d us how to live. 


With thefe bright models plac’d before our view, 
Let’s learn to copy each proportion true, 
Explore what Converfation can produce, 
For moral happinefs, and focial ufe. 
In life’s gay {pring ’tis that perpetual fchool, 
Which moulds the manners, free from tyrant rule, 
Gives flow of {peech, and readinefs to ican 
The various habitudes of aétive man. 
Poffefs’d of this, we better learn to prize 
What comforts fafhion gives, or what denies ; 
What drefs imports, what friendfhip’s crowds employ, 
In all the frivolous purfuits of joy. 
Shielded by this, we better learn to fhun 
Thofe bvafer lengths which youthful peer run ; 
Gaming’s fad charm, which rends all focial ties, 
Engenders fraud, rapacity, and lies ; 
Or Bacchus’ court, or luft’s decoying cell, 
Where rank difeafe and diffipation dweil. 
Far from thofe haunts, the tutor’d bofom ttrave, 
Who converfe love—love not thofe dangerous ways. 


What 
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What books we read, tho’ read with critic Zeal, 
*Tis Converfation ftamps the final feal ; 
Marks what’s original, and what is known, 
And adds another’s ftrictures to our own. 
What f{chool, what travels, what examples taught, 
As rich materials for our ufe are brought, 
Proud now to feel what charm’d our earlier days, 
Return with ten-fold intereft to our praife, 
On every fide we fome advantage prove, 
It warms our friendfhip, and infpires our love. 


Tn latter age, when paffions milder flow, 
And our chief pride is rais’d o1: what we know, 
Tho’ love no longer takes an active part, 
No longer flames, or agitates the heart, 
Still Converfation keeps its fettled throne, 
Its power of pleafing fil is all our own. 
By this once more we prove the virgin kind, 
And gain frefh conquefts o’er her charms of mind, 
Difperfe the Sane aid the cheerful hour, “ 
Obtain refpect, and confidence, and power. 
And when, approaching to its awful clofe, 
Life feeks its chiefeft pleafure in repofe, 
This focial charm thall gild our fetting day, 
In{pire freth hopes, and brighter views difpley ; 
Hopes which foretafte, confirm’d by pious truft, 
The facred Converfation of the juft. 
Where man “ made perfeé”’ feels celeftial fires, 
Glows in difcourfe, or hymns in heav’nly choirs, 
Where, bleft communion! every joy is thine, 
Kterval truth—and harmony divine. 


Execy occafioned by the Lofs of the Author’s DaucHrTer. 


{From Sorrows, facred to the Memory of Pewexore, by Sir Brooxe 
Bootusy, Bart.) 


OW the down of the fwan o’er my temples is fpread, 
And grief and misfortune have bow’d down my head; 

Now old age is at hand, and each forrowful day 
Something adds to the load, as the ftrength wears away. 
*T were fitting, the little that life had to lait, 
Free from care and alarm might have quietly pafs'd ; 
That in ftudious repofe, to my bofom ftill dear, 
Soft peace might have ended an humble career ; 
in tie houfe of my fathers, ah! too much my pride! 
On a wife's faithful breaft have fecurely relied ; 
With a few dear companions, who knowing my heart, 


Had to faults been indulgent, where that had no part; Till 
il 
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*Till the marble, in wait for the reft of its prey, 

To eternal ovuivion had {natch’d me away; 

To her again join'd, at whofe fad, early doom, 

All my joys, hopes, and pleafures, were hid in the tomb, 
Such once was my with, nor unworthy to know 

The calin that an innocent life fhould beftow ; 

But vain were my projects, my withes all vain; 

No repofe, no retirement, muft foften my pain ; 
Strange mafters my meadows and groves thall poffefs ; 
For them, my loved plants wear their beautiful drefs. 
To new regions I go; unfriended, alone. 

Rejected, forgotten, unpitied, unknown. 

Doom’d, perhaps, to behold my dear country no more, 
My bones fhall lie white on fome far diftant thore ; 
O’er my poor {catter’d relioks no forrows be fhed, 
And namelefs the duit that flies over my head. 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURE 


Of the Year 1796. 


ES 


URING the vear 1796, the 

lift of tranflators into Eng- 

lith from the original of the facred 
writings has been enlarged by the 
name of Dr. Charles Garden, late 
a tutor at Eton College. That 
gentleman has publifhed * An im- 
proved Vertion, attempted, of the 
Book of Job: a Poem, confifting of 
Parallels, Conilructive, Synony- 
mous, and Triplet ; with a prelimi- 
nary Differtation, and Notes, eriti- 
cal, hiftorical,and explanatory.” To 
do juftice to the tranflator’s inten- 
tion ** to give an exaé and faithful 
repref.ntation of the words, and of 
the fenfe of the poet, to imitate the 
air and manner of the author, to 
exprefs the form and fathion of 
the compofition, and to give the 
Eaglith reader fome notion of the 
peculiar catt and turn of the origi- 
nal,” required an intimate know- 
ledge of the Hebrew language, pro- 
found tkiilin appreciating the cri- 
ticifims of pree ding commenta- 
tors and l-xicographers, and no 
finall Mare of poctical tafte. Dr. 
Garden, from the tone which he 
frequently aflumes, appears to have 
had full confidence in the qualifi- 
cations which he poffeffed for fuch 
an undertaking. From the long 
lift of names in the prolegomena it 
would feem, that he has been in- 
duftrious in confulting and feleét- 


ing from every learned author he 
could meet with on the fubijeé. 
Indeed the greateft fhare of muit 
which his work can claim, ‘rom 
the acknowledged learning difplay- 
ed in the preliminary diflertation, 
and the very numerous notes, is 
founded on the labour of felec. 
tion. In orig:nal criticifin it can- 
not be faid toabourd. The lan- 
guage of this verfion, likewife, is 
frequently uncouth, obfcure, and 
inaccurate ; and, on the.e accounts, 
but ill adapted to prefent us with the 
beauties of the moit fubilime of the 
facred poets, If{-iah alone excepted, 
who * may be faid, not to de- 
fcribe, but to render vifible, what- 
ever he treats of.”? On the whole, 
we cannot pronounce that Dr, 
Gaden, from this refult of his 
philological {tudies, is entitled to 
any dittinguifhed rank among bib- 
lical {cholars. 

Tie books of Proverbs, Eccle- 
fiaftes, Wifdom of Solomon, and 
Ecclefiafticus,” have been publifh- 
ed, in a feparate form, not only for 
the purpofe of cheapnefs, but of 
convenience, by a well wither to 
the interefts of virtue, * asa fimall 
compendium of ancient morals, or 
what would former!ty have been 
termed a manual of ethics;” and 
are accompanied with an introduc: 


tory preface, containing a — 
| u 








but well written view, of the agri- 
culture; cOmmerce, policy, ard 
{fcience in Paleftine during the reign 
of Solomon, 

Mr. Burgefs, in a “ Letter to the 
Honourable and Right Reverend 
the Lord Bifhop of Ely, on the 
‘Subject of a new and authoritative 
Tiantlation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures,” fuggefts his gloomy appre- 
henfions of the confequences which 
would follow from the introduction 
of a new, or improved verfion, 
however well executed. The prin- 
cipal topic on which he expatiates 
is, the trite and hacknied one of 
the danger of innovation; parti- 
cularly in the prefent ftate of fo- 
ciety. Under exifting circum- 
ftances, ** he had rather be the 
man to add a link to the chain 
of fuperftition, than to cut one 
from it.” Such language would 
have been fuitable to the character 
of a bigoted catholic prieit, at the 
sera of the Reformation, or of a 
pagan hierophant, at the firft in- 
troduction of chriftianity; but is 
utterly unworthy a clergyman of a 
protettant church, at the clofe of 
the eighteenth century. 

Mr. Marfh’s *“ Letters to Mr. 
Archdeacon Travis, in Vindication 
of one of the Tranilator’s Notes to 
Michaelis’s Introduétion, and in 
Confirmation of the Opinion that 
a Greek Manufcript, now pre- 
ferved in the public Library of the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, is one of 
the even which are quoted by R. 
Steptiens, at 1 John v. 7.” con- 
{titute a moft learned and valuable 

roduétion in biblical criticifm. 

fany thing be thought wanting, af- 
ter the erudition and ingenuity dif- 
played by Mr. Porfon, in demon- 
firation of the fpurioufnefs of the 
difputed paflage, thefe letters will 
afford complete fatisfaction, and 
terminate the controverfy with the 
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judicious and inypartial. “They 
ferve, at the fame time, as an ad- 
mirable guide to {cholars in the beft 
mode of ftudying ancient manu- 
{cripts, and of determining the 
value of collations and early edi. 
tions, in facred or profane litera. 
ture, In a long Appendix, Mr. 
Marfh clearly convicts the archdea- 
con of a variety of inaccuracies and . 
illegitimate conclufions, which are 
unpardonable ti a nan of learning 
and critical fkill; proves, by ex- 
tracts from Mr. Pappelbaum, that 
the Codex Ravianus is merely a 
copy of the Complutenfian edi- 
tion ; and fatisfa¢torily explains the 
origin and objeét of the Velejian 
readi: gs. 

Dr. Williams, in his “ Remarks 
on a Treatife by William Bell, 
D. D. &c. enti.led Arguments in 
Proof of the Authenticity of the 
Narratives of the extraordinary 
Conception and birth of John the 
Baptift, and the miraculous Con- 
ception and Birth of Jefus, con- 
talued in the two firit Chapters of 
the Gofpeils of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke,” maintains the fame ground 
which he occupied in his * Free 
Enquiry,” noticed in our Regifter 
for the year 1789. With the fame 
calmnefs and liberality as were dif- 
played in that production, he dils 
culles anew that part of the evi- 
dence for the genuinenefs of the 
difputed chapters to which Dr, 
Bell’s ingenuity had given its ut- 
moft force; and urges additional 
arguments, drawn from conjeéture 
and probability, which have ferved 
to confirm him in his former opi- 
nion. The biblical ftudent, by 
poflefling the publications of Dr, 
Williams and Dr. Bell, will be 
enabled to meet with every thing 
of importance which can be ad- 
vanced on the controverted fubject, 
at leait as far as relates to St. Mat- 

thew’s 
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thew’s Gofpel, and to judge on 
which fide of the fcales the weight 
of evidence preponderates. In an 
Appendix our author maintains, 
with Auguftine, and other writers 
among the ancients as well as mo- 
derns, that St. Mark's Gofpel is an 
abbreviated tranflation of St. Mat- 
thew's Svio Chaldaic Gofpel. 

In our Regiiter for the year 
1793, we announced to our readers 
the oljjeét and general character of 
Mr. now Dr. Ryan's “ Hiftory of 
the Eitects of Religion on Man- 
kind; in Countries ancient and 
modern; barbarous and civilized.” 
Tt is but lately that we have feen a 
Supplement to that work, in a Hd. 
Vol. which bears the date of 1793, 
and is executed with the fame 
learning and ingenuity as the for- 
mer. It is divided into four fec- 
tions, in which the author fhews, 
that the erroneous do¢trines and fu- 
perftitious practices of Chriftians 
are not to be imputed to Chriftiani- 
ty ; illuftrates the enthufiafin of the 
heathens, the origin, progrefs, and 
influence of fanaticifm-in the 
times of the crufades, &c. with the 
effets of it on the literature, the 
relision, and the morals of the 
Englifh nation ; points out the real 
cautes of fever2! pertecutions, 
herefies, controverties, wars, &c. 
falfely imputed to Chriftianity by 
modern infidels; and refutes the 
obiections which have been urged 
againit the utility of religion. 

Mr. Roberts, in his ** Obferva- 
tions on the Principles of Chriftian 
Morality, and the Apoftolic Cha- 
miter, occafioned by Dr. Palev’s 
View of the Evidences of Chrifti- 
anity,’’ attacks that valuable writer 
on account of the iiberality with 
which he concedes to the enemies 
of Revelation, what he deems to 
he untenable and ufclets points, 
and the caution with which he has 


~ 
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refrained from ufing the language 
of party’ principles. Thefe very 
circumftances, in the Opinion of 
fome of the ableft and moft zealous 
advocates for Revelation, have 
ftamped fuperior excellence on the 
doétor’s labours, and contributed 
effentially to ferve the caufe which 
he fupports. Mr. Roberts is of a 
different opinion ; and endeavours 
to convict Dr. Paley of injuftice to 
the religion of the goipel, by giv. 
ing improper or defective views of 
its morality, of its peculiar doe- 
trines, and of the charaéters of its 
founder, and his apoftles, From 
the manner in which he condué@s 
his hoftility, be does not prove 
himfelf to be a very formidable 
antagonift. 

* Chriftian Philofophy, or an 
Attemptto difplay the Evidence and 
Excellence m3 revealed Religion; 
by Vicefimus Knox, D. D.” in 2 
Vols. is a work which the well 
known talents of the author led us 
to open with confiderable ex. 
pectations ; but which the perufal 
hath moft grievoufly difappointed. 
Abandoning the {trong ground 
which the moft venerable and judi- 
cious advocates for Chriftianity 
have fo well maintained, that of 
hiftorical teftimony ; and even un- 
dermining it (for he is willing feri- 
oufly to make the conceilion that 
Chriftianity is not founded an ar- 
gument), Dr. Knox refts the faith 
of a Chriftian on *¢ the divine irra- 
diation of the holy ghoft, fhining 
upon and giving luttre to the etter 
of Revelation.” Very diftiné is 
this principle from the doétrine 
of divine energy, operating on the 
heart of a virtuous man, to affift 
him in the performance of his duty; 
as it fuppofes the belief of Chrifti- 
anitvy to depend on an immediate 
divine impulfe. This, furely, #8 
my ftieifm, rather than pe 

al 





and tends more to encourage the 
{neers of the infidel, or the vifionary 
conceits of the fanatic, than to fatis- 
fy the mind of the fober rational 
enquirer. To many of Dr. Knox’s 
excellent obfervations on the prac- 
tical influence of Chriflianity, and 
to the vaft weight in favour of its 
truth which that influence affords 
to the minds of thofe who embrace 
it, we fubfcribe with all our heart. 
We are alfo proud to appeal with 
him to that branch of the internal 
evidence of our holy faith; while 
at the fame time we are confident 
in the fuccefs of an appeal alfo to 
human reafon and human learning 
in its defence, although “ the inh- 
del is ever ready to oppofe wea- 
pons from the fame armoury.” 

Mr. Clarke’s “ Anfwer to the 
Queftion, why are you a Chrifti- 
an?” originally publifhed at Bof- 
ton, in New England, deferves to 
be recommended to young perfons, 
as a well written and pleafing ma- 
nual of the leading arguments in 
favour of Chriftianity. The au- 
thor has arranged thefe arguments 
under the heads of internal evi- 
dence, arijing from the nature of 
the dottrines and precepts of 
Chriftianity ; its early and exten- 
five propagation ; the completion of 
prophecies ; and the character and 
miracles of Chrift. 

Mr. Malham’s “ Word for the 
Bible; being a ferious Reply to the 
Declarations and Affertions of the 
{peculative Deifts and_ practical 
Atheifts of modern Times, patti- 
cularly the Age of Reafon, Part 
II.” is one of thofe hafty and indi- 
gefted productions, which do fo 
honour to the talents of their au- 
thors, and dilferve the caufe they 
are intended to fupport. It was 
written, as the advertifement ac- 
knowledges, currente calamo, in lefs 
than three weeks. Such precipi- 
1795. 
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tancy, on fo important a fubject, 
and in reply to a fhrewd and po. 
pular, although a grofs, illiberal, and 
difingenuous adverfary, cannot ea- 
fily be excufed. 

Mr. Winchetter’s “ Defence of 
Revelation, in ten Letters to 
Thomas Paine; being an Anfwer 
to the rf{t Part of the Age of Rea- 
fon,” was firit publifhed at New 
Yosk, whence it came ftrongly re- 
commended to the friends of reli- 
gion in this country. It would be 
injuftice in us not to acknowledge 
that it is deferving of confiderable 
praife, as a calm, comprehentive, 
and perfpicuous fummary of the 
arguments and faéts which may be 
retorted to in repelling the calum- 
nies of Paine. 

“ The Age of Infidelity, Part 
Il. in Anfwer to the Second Part 
of the Age of Reafon, &c.”’ pro- 
ceeds from the fame pen with the 
firft part, which was announced ia 
this department of our work for the 
year 1794. It difcovers the fame 
abilities, and {pirit; and the fame 
impolicy in embarrafling the grand 
queftion, by the introduction of 
topics which relate only to dif- 
putes agitated among Chrittians, 
and not to the points at Mlue be- 
tween Chrift ans and infidels. 

The * Effay on the Originality 
and Permanency of the Biblical 
Hebrew, with an Application to 
the leading principle of a modern 
Unbeliever, who denies the Exiit- 
ence of any written Word of God, 
by the Rev. Gerald Fitzgerald, 
D. D. &c. Profeffor of Hebrew in 
the Univerfity of Dublin,” is high- 
ly creditable to the learning and 
ingenuity of the author. Without 
either adopting or rejeéting bis 
Opinions refpecting the ofigin and 
permanency of the Hebfew Jan- 
guage, the priority and permanene 
cy of the prefent Hebrew letters, 
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dr the antiquity of the vowel points, 
we have no hefitation in pronounc- 
ing him completely victorious over 
his opponent. We are not con- 
vinced, however, that fuch an ex- 
penditure of talent was neceflary 
to the object which the worthy 
author had in view. 

The “ Apology for the Bible, in 
a Series of Letters, addretied to 
Thomas Paine, &c. by R. Wat- 
fon, D. D. F. R. S. Lord Bifhop of 
Landaff, and Regius Profeflor of 
Divinity in the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge,” is a publication for which 
the Chriftian world is greatly in- 
debted to the worthy prelate. [n 
his attack on the fcriptures, Mr. 
Paine chofe to difclaim all appeal 
to learning and antiquity, and en- 
gaged to fhew, jrom the books 
themfelves, that they are entirely 
unworthy of credit. Dr. Watfon, 
refraining to avail himfelt of that 
firong collateral tefimony, the 
value of which his opponent was 
incapable of appreciating, meets 
him ou his own ground; and, as 
far as it was poilible to arrange his 
mifcellaneous and confufed ob. 
jections in any regular order, pro- 
ceeds totit: feparate difcutlion of 
them in a feries of ten letters. 
in perufing them, the reader mutt 
be ttruck with the liberal, candid, 
and gentlemanly fpirit which per- 
vades the whole; while he will 
find numerous opportunities of ad- 
micing the judicious and happy 
manner in which the bifhop em- 
ploys his extenfive and well known 
acquaintance with literature and 
fcience, and his acknowledged lo- 
gical acuuen, ina pleating and po- 
pular detence of the Jewith and 
Jhriftian Scriptures. We cannot 
too ftrongly recommend them, as 
moftt admirably adapted to coun- 
teract the injurious effects which 
the treatife they are defigned to an- 


{wer was calculated to produce on 
ignorant and uninformed minds, 

The publications entitled « The 
Bithop of Landaff’s Apology for 
the Bible, examined, &c. lv A. Mac. 
leod,”’ and * Thomas Paine vindj. 
cated, &c. by a Deift,” by no means 
abound with argument; nor do 
they appear to have been dictated 
by that candour and ferioufnefs, 
which we confider to be infepa. 
rable from the proper love of 
truth. 

Mr. Hollis, in his “ Sober and 
Serious Reafons for Scepticifim, as 
it concerns revealed Religion,” is 
decorous and modett in ftating the 
difficulties which have operated fo 
powerfully upon his mind, as to 
induce him to renounce his be. 
hef in Revelation. ‘Thefe are, 
chiefly, the fcripture doétrine con- 
cerning the future punifhment of 
the wicked, which he conceives to 
announce everlafting mifery to be 
the deftination of the great mafs of 
human beings; the extermination 
of the Canaanites; and the impro- 
bability of the deity’s ever break- 
ing in upon the eflablifhed order 
of nature by miraculous interpo- 
fitions. Our readers will perceive 
that there is nothing new in Mr 
Hollis’s dithculties ; and may pro- 
bably be of opinion that they re- 
quire no new folution. 

Mr. Williams’s “ Reafons for 
Faith in revealed Religion, oppofed 
to Mr. Hollis's Reafons for Scep- 
ticifm,” contain an ingenious, cane 
did, and difpaffionate reply to the 
arguments adduced by the latt 
named writer; and alfo proofs in 
favour of the Chriftian Revelation 
drawn from the charaéter of Chriff, 
and the hiftory and prefent ftate of 
the Jews. ‘T'hofe readers, how- 
ever, who do not concur with Mr, 
Williams in embracing the come 
monly received opinions, will con 

; tend, 
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tend, that he has maintained fome 
points which might be abandoned 
with advantage to the caufe for 
which he is an advocate, 

Such, likewife, will be their ver- 
di& on Mr. Trebeck’s *“ Letter to 
Tohn Hollis, Efg. &c.” which, asa 
methodical aad argumentative pro- 
du¢tion, is inferior to the laft men- 
tioned article. The author is zeal- 
ous in the caufe which he efpoufes, 
without difplaying illiberality, or 
bad temper. 

Mr. John Jones’s “ Defence of 
the Mofaic, or revealed Religion, 
proving the Authenticity of the 
Pentateuch, the Confiitency of 
Mofes’s Defcription, with the Prin- 
ciples of Natural Philofophy now 
current, and the Truth of Scrip- 
ture Chronology, ” although fingu- 
lar and uncouth in point “of com- 
pofition and language, contains 
many pertinent and valuable ob- 
fervations, which merit the confi- 
deration of philofophical infidels. 

Mr. Cogan’s “ Refieétions on 
the Evidences of Chriftianity,”’ fo 
far as his plan permitted him to 
enter into the controverfy with the 
enemies of Revelation, are inge- 
nious and weighty ; and fuccefs- 
fully expofe the methods in which 
attacks are commonly conducted 
againift the credit of the New Tefta- 
— Ww ritings. 

‘ Deifm traced to one of its 
sstacigal Sources, or the Corrup- 
tion of Chriftianity. the grand 
Caufe of Infidelity, &c. by }. 
Coward,” is a pub sHication diitin- 
guifhed by good fenfe, moderation, 
and ferioufnefs. To the author’s 
leading pofition we fubfcribe with- 
out hefitation ; as alfo will num- 
bers of Chriftians, who held for 
truths do&rine which he deems to 
be antifcriptural. His intention is 
yenly to be commended; and on 

¢ ferious thinking deift it is like- 
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ly to produce a better imprefiion, 
than a laboured detence of auy 
fyitematic theology. 

Mr. Evans’s * Pretervative a- 
gainft the Infidelity and Unchari- 
tablenefs of the eighteenth Centu: yy 
&c.” was writtea as a fequel to his 
te Sketch of the-Denominations of 
the Chriftian World,” which we 
introduced to our readers in our 
laft volume, in terms of commen- 
dation. Its tendency is equally libe- 
ral and catholic; and it prefents 
to the juvenile reader a pieafing and 
ufeful colle&ion of the fentiments 
of numerous eminent men, of dil- 
ferent den: minations, and of d 
ferent religious opinions, which 
ar ibly concur in recommending 

{pirit of candour and unanimity 
dies Chriftians. To the whole 
is prefixed, an ingenious and fea- 
fonable effay on the right of pri- 
vate judgment in matter of re- 
ligion. 

Dr. Priefiley’s * Obfervations on 
the Increafe of Infidelity,” were 
Originally publifhed at Nosthum- 
berland, in America, and are well 

calculated to promote the interefts 
of that faith for which, while ina 
his native country, he plead.d fo 
ably in his * [nititutes of Reli- 
eion”, his Letters to a philofo- 
phic: I Unbeliever,” and his * Dif 
courfes on the Evidences of re- 
vealed Religion.” They illuftrate, 
with that plainnefs and fimplicity 
which diftinguifh the author's 
writings, many of the caufes which, 
indep vendently of the evidences of 
Revelation, contribute to increatle 
the number of real or praétical un- 
believers ;- evince the fuperiority 
which the Chriftian potletics over 
the infidel, with refpect to his mo- 
tives and encouragements to moral 
conduct; offer excellent advice on 
the fubjeét of the behaviour of 
Chriftians towards unbelievers: and 
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afford confolatory reflections to thofe 
who are alarmed at the prefent af- 
pect of the religious world. Were- 
commend the perufal of them to 
Chriftians of all denominations and 
opinions. 

The obje& of the “ Confidera- 
tions on the Univerfality and Uni- 
formity of the Theocracy, by a 
Layman of the Church of Eng- 
land,” is to prove, that not only 
Jews and Chriltians are indebted to 
divine Revelation for their religious 
fentiments, but all the wife men 
in the pagan world; who either 
derived from Noah, or immediate 
fupernatural communications, the 
knowledge and belief of one God, 
the creator and preferver of the 
univerfe, and of a future ftate of 
rewards and punifhments. This 
opinion the author endeavours to 
juftify, by various teftimonies, an- 
cient and modern ; the writings of 
the Jewifh prophets; and the au- 
thority of Chrilt and his apoftles. 
His readers muft judge how far he 
has fucceeded in his defign, , 

‘“ The Rife of Mahomet, ac- 
counted for on natural and civil 
Yrinciples, by the late Nathan Al- 
cock, M. D.” is a fenfible and well 
written pamphlet. The view which 
it affords of the caufes which con- 
tributed to the reception and rapid 
progrefs of the doétrines of the 
prophet of Mecca, offer a ftriking 
contraft to the circumftances under 
which the religion of Chrift was 
propagated; and will imprefs the 
difpatlionate reader with {trong pre- 
fumptive evidence iu favour of the 
claims of the latter to fupernatural 
origin and fupport. 

[r. Berington, a catholic cler- 
yman, in his * Examination of 
iets termed Miraculous, as re- 
ported in Letters from Italy,” with 
a manly fpirit, liberality, and in- 
controvertible arguments, expofes 


the delufions which have lately 
been attempted to be praétifed at 
Ancona, Kome, and other places 
in the a domains, in order tg 
excite the enthufiafin of the popu. 
lace in defence of image worthip 
and the other religious abufes of 
the court of Rome. To the rational 
fupporters of Chriftianity, cathe. 
lic, as well as proteftant, it wil] 
give pleafure, as affording “ an jp. 
creafed power of conviction to the 
miracles of primitive times,” by 
difcriminating them from * the fuf. 
picious events, or the bafe alloy of 
counterfeit materials.”’ 

“ The practical Efficacy of the 
Unitarian Do€trine confidered, in 
a Series of Letters to the Rev. An- 
drew Fuller, &c. by fofhua Toul: 
min, D. D.” has been publifhed in 
anfwer to the illiberal charges a. 
gainft unitarians in Mr. Fuller's 
treatife entitled “* The Caivinittic 
and Socinian Syftems examined and 
compared, as to their moral Ten- 
dency, &c.”” which was noticed by 
us in our Regifter for the year 
1793. Inftead of returning railing 
for railing, our author enters into 
a difpaflionate and judicious enqui- 
ry into the influence of the princi- 
ples which he defends; and in a 
{train of perfpicuous and folid rea- 
foning, intermixed with animated 
appeals to the examples of fome of 
the moit eminent and worthy cha- 
racters which have adorned our 
own country in later times, com- 
pletely repels the attack of his op- 
ponent. The fpirit in which this 
performance is written is very ho- 
nourable to the author; and i 
worthy of Mr. Fuller's imitation, 
when he next engages in religious 
controverfy. 

Mr. Hawtrey’s “ Particular En- 
quiry into the Doétrine of an eter 
nal Filiation,” is publifhed as “ A 
Sequel to the Appeal to the New 
Teftament, 
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Teftament, in proof of the Divini- 
ty of the Son of God,” which was 
announced in our Regifter for the 
year 1794. The refult of it is, a 
denial that the idea intended to be 
conveyed by the terms eternal filia- 
tion, or eternal generation, if they 
can be faid to carry with them any 
diftinét and precife meaning, is in 
the leaft countenanced by the f{crip- 
tures. The fenfe which he gives 
to the expreffion in the Nicene 
Creed, “ begotten of the father 
before all worlds,” would feem to 
favour of herefy ; for he confiders 
the expreffion to refer to the deter- 
mination and purpofe of the divine 
mind. The author’s orthodoxy, 
however, will not admit of the leaft 
queftion. 

Dr. Robert Wallace Johnfon’s 
“ Remarks on Religious Opinions, 
and their Kffeéts, &c.’’ are publifhed 
in defence of the middle fenti- 
ment, between Athanafianifm and 
Socinianify. And if they prefent 
nothing new, in point of argu- 
ment, to thofe who are acquainted 
with the controverfy, they will be 
perufed with pleafure, on account 
of the impartiality they difcover in 
the ftrictures they contain on the 
improper practices of different re- 
ligionifts, and the candid pious 
{pirit in which they appear to have 
been penned, 

Mr. Love's * Addreffes to the 
People of Otaheite, defigned toaflitt 
the Labour of Miflionaries, and 
other Inftructors of the Ignorant,” 
appear to have been dictated by 
the pureft and mott ardent zeal for 
the interefts of Chriftianity, but 
without a proportionate fhare of 
judgment. For the author advifes 


the initiating of thefe fimple ifland- 
ers into the myfteries of the Cal- 
yiniltic Creed. What! before they 
are poflefled of the previous know- 
ledge thay can enable them to judge 
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of the proofs which are appealed 
to in fupport of thefe myfteries ? 
The plan which Mr. Love recom- 
mends in thefe addrefies, on the 
moft favourable conftruétion, is 
certainly chargeable with that inr 
congruity. An attempt at fuch @ 
procefs of inftruction, if it do not 
produce the immediate defeat of a 
miffion which, we underftand, many 
well meaning perions have actu- 
ally engaged in, can fucceed only in 
fubftituting one fpecies of ignorance 
for another, and in diffeminatin 

fuperitition inftead of the rational 
ufeful principles of the Chriftian 
faith. 

Mr. Swindell’s publication en- 
titled “* Certain Doétrines teaching 
certain Duties and Devotions ac- 
cording to Godlinefs, in three Vo- 
lumes, with a diftinét Preface to 
each, afferting the Dignity of Rea- 
fon affifted by the Divinity of Re- 
velation,” confifts of a variety of 
practical and devotional pieces, in 
plain, but too verbofe language, 
which appear to have originated in 
the laudable defire of inculcating 
fentiments of virtue and piety on 
the uninftruéted among the lower 
claifes of fociety. When doétrinal 
fubjeAs occur, the author agrees 
in opinion with the creed of our 
eltablithed church. 

Mr. Bean’s ‘* Family Worfhip, 

a Courfe of Morning and Evening 
Prayers for every Day in the 
Month,” deferves to be recom- 
mended as a pleafing and animated 
manual of devotion, on the prin- 
ciples of our eftablithed fyftem of 
faith. It is diftinguifhed by a 
pe variety than is generally to 
»¢ met with in fuch {pecies of com- 
pofitions; and poffeffes the merit 
of directing the mind to praétical 
topics, while it excites the pious 
emotions. 

Mr, Woolley’s “ Prifon Medita- 
M 3 tions, 
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tions, comtpofed while in Confine- 
hrent in the King’s Bench Prifon, 
in the Year +909,’ are ferious, and 
pracical, and may be read with 
pleafure and improvement, by de- 
vout Chriflians whofe fentiments 
are what are called ortiodox. 

The * Advice to a Young Cler- 
éyman, upon his entering into 
Prieft's Orders, in Six patoral Let- 
ters, by a Divine of the Church of 
England,” is chiefly envploved ina 
warin and indifcriminate panuegyric 
on the dodtrines, the ceremonies, 


the liturev, and the ditcipline of 


the church, and in urging an im- 
plicit attachment and obedience 
from the facred obligations of the 
ordination engagement. Little will 
be found in thefe letters to athft 
the clerical reader in the choice of 
proper ftedies, or in the difcharge 
of his paftoral functions. Thete 
objedts would feem to- have been 
matters only of fecondary confi- 
deration in the efiintation of the 
author. Dr. Napleton’s « Advice 
to a Student in the Univerfitv,” 
which we announced in our laft 
volume, i, we had almoft faid of 
unfpeakable merit, when contrafted 
with this anonymous produdtion, 

“ ‘The Decltration of George 


Wiche, of refioning the Office of 


an hired Preacher,” was pubiithed 


to vindicate the avther from a! 
fufpicion ef infidelitv, and to ex- 
plain the motives which induced 
him to quit his profeilional fitua- 
tion. ‘The principal of thefe ap- 
pears to have been a conviction, 
t! at the office of an hired preacher 
aTords firong temptations to dif- 
hone fy, and ‘impofes intolerable 
rettvaints i the inveflioation and 
communication of truth. We ho- 
nour the author for his integrity 


‘ . 
. e. ~H ent — ’ , . >! 
but we-egnnot tecl the force ci the 
a ‘ . , ’ . ’ . 
fcrupies Which Geterminec os Con- 
uct. 
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The author of * An Enquiry 
into the fecohd Coming of our $3. 
viour,” and of * Further Confide. 
rations on the fecond Advent of 
Chritt,”” undertakes to prove, as 
= from Matthew 245 and if, 
cri 45. as from the Res elation, 
that the promited kingdom of God 
is Mot yet come; that the Gofpel 
ef the kingdom was vot intended 
to be preached to all the world, 
till after the fecond coming of 
Chritl; that the end of the world 
will not be at bis fecond coming: 
that this fecond advent of Chri 
was not at the deitruction of Jeru. 
fulem; and that it is to be the 
eftablifhment of that kingdom, 
which Daniel foretold the God of 
heaven would fet up, Ch. ii. and 
vil. How far his general reafon 
ines, criticifms, and incidental re- 
marks. dare valid and impagtant, we 
fhall Jeave to the decifion of his 
readers; obferving only, that in his 
grand conclufion he is fupported 
by able commentators, who differ 
from him, and from each other, 
with refpe& to the circumftances 
that are to precede the proper efta- 
bhihment of the Mefiiah’s kingdom 
on earth. 

‘The fame fubjeét has been treat- 
ed more fully, and fatisfactorily, 
ii a work, in 2 vols. entitled Il: 
lufirations of Prophecy; in the 
Courfe of which are elucidated 
manv Predi@ions, which occur in 
Hf{aiah, or Daniel, in the Writings 
of the Evangeiitts, or the Book of 
Revelation: and which are thought 
to feretell, among other great 
i 


4 


vents, a Revolution in France, 
avourable to the Inrerefts of Man- 
kind, the Overthrow of the Papal 
Power, and of Ecclefiaftical Ty- 
ranny, the Dowvifall of civil Def- 


2 ? . , ,. ; - 
pot im, and the Subfequent Melio 


‘§ i 
me c * . 14 ” 
ration of the State of the W orld. 
; ! -ptyit 
Pata work is evidently the rene 
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of laborious induftry, and much 
various reading. In addition to 
many ingenious original obferva- 
tions and criticifms, it prefents us 
with a large collection of extracts, 
from numerous Commentators, fo- 
reign as well as domeltic; many 
of which, in the combined form 
which the author has given themt, 
and as applied by him to the illu- 
ftration of particular topics which 
he difcuffes, will appear ‘highly i in- 
tereiting to readers of very dif- 
ferent fentiments, and at leaft prove 
eratifying to the curiofity of the 
moft incredulous with refpeé to 
the authenticity of the prophetic 
writings. The author appears to 
have undertaken thefe illuftrations, 
with the commendable view of 
adding weight to the evidences of 
Chriftianity, and of drawing fuch 
conclufions from the predictions 
which he elucidates, taken in con- 
nexion with the prefent, and what 
he confiders to be the approaching 
circumftances of the world, as may 
prove favourable to the interefts of 
virtue and of liberty. 

Our catalogue of the collections 
of Sermons publifhed during the 
vear 1796, commences with fuch 
as are po(thumous. In this num- 
ber we find a volume * by the late 
Right Rev, John Hinchcli iffe, D.D. 
Lord Bithop of Peterbo: ough.’ The 
greater part of thefe difcourfes were 
compofed with the defign of coun- 
teracting the impreffions produced 


“on fome thinking, but uninformed 


minds, by {ceptical writers ; and the 
reft are directed to guard the well 
difpofed againft that religious in- 
difference, which feldom fails of 
producing effeéts moft fatal to 
the interefts of virtue. For thefe 
purpofes they are well adapted, as 
they are diftinguifhed by that man- 
ly fenfe, pe rfpicuous reafoni ing, and 
icrious {pirit, which juftly entitled 
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the worthy prelate to the praife of 
being a judicious and ufeful popular. 
press her; and they are written in 
chatte, finnple, and pleafing lan- 
guage. 

The “ Sermons on feveral Evan- 
gelical and prattical Subjects, by: 
the late Rev. and learned Samuel 
Morton Savage, D. D.” are juitly 
faid by the editorin his preface tol 
be “ diftinguifhed by good fenfe, 
perfpicuity, precifion, and accuras: 
cy.” They are’ compofed, .after 
the practi ce of the old divinity. 
fchool, in divifions and fubdivi- 
fions; which, if not carried to ex- 
cefs, pofleiles contiderable advan- 
tages, in point of utility, over the 
immethodical and unconnected 
forms which modern tattle atfects. 
When any contefted theological 
topics occur in them, Dr. Savage’s 
fentiments are orthodox, but with- 
out bigotry ; and the praétical pur- 
pofes to w hich they are applied, 
appear to have been his principal 

objeét in introducing them. ‘Three 
of thefe fermons were publithed in 
his life time; and the reft have 
been faithfully taken ifrom copies 
prepared for the prefs by the au- 
thor, or under his immediate di- 
rection. ‘To the whole is prefixed 
a well written biographical fketch, 
by Dr. Jofhua ‘Loulmin; fronr 
which the reader will learn that 
Dr. savage poflefled confiderable 
literary acquirements, which re- 
commended him to the divinity 
chair in the diffenting academy for- 
merly fourithing at Hoxton, where 
he had for his “ colleagues i in other 
brauches of fcience, Dr. Kippis 
and Dr. Rees.” 

The volume of * Sermons on 
various Subjeéts, by the late Rev. 
Thomas Toller,” with the excep- 
tion of two new difcourfes, is a 
republication of fuch as were print- 
ed feparately by the author, and 
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met with a favourable reception 
from the public. They are now 
colleéted by his fon, out of refpect 
to his father’s memory, and to af- 
ford gratification to tnofe who were 
acquainted with his excellent cha- 
raétes, by putting them in poflef- 
fon of tuch a “* memorial of his 
ious labours.” They are fenfi- 
le, ferious, and praétical; and are 
cloathed in correct and pleafing 
language. 
he “* Sermons by James Gil- 
lefpie, D. D. late ong of St. 
Mary’s College, in the Univerfity 
of St. Andrew’s, publifled from 
the Author’s Manufcripts by George 
Hill, D. D.” in their conftruction 
and phrafeology _—_ more 
nearly to the models of the puri- 
tanical writers of the laft century, 
than to thofe elegant produtions 
of modern times, from which di- 
vines both in north and fouth Bri- 
tain have derived confiderable re- 
putation, On that account, how- 
ever, they will prove the more ac- 
ceptable to certain clafles of read- 
ers, as well as from the uniform 
agreement of their theology with 
the {vitem of opinions ettablifhed 
in the Scottith church. They do 
not appear to have been the refult 
of much ftudy, and are emploved 
on common pulpit topics. 

Mr. Veviie, in his * Dofrine of 
the Atonement illuftrated and de- 
fened, iu eight Sermons, preached 
before the Univerfity of Oxford, in 
the Vear 1795,” at the Bampton 
lecture, undertakes to refute the ar- 
gumects generally adduced to prove 
toat the teriptures afford no ccun- 
terance to fuch an opinion; and 
thote, mn particular, which are ad- 
vauced by Dr. Prieftley in ‘his Hif- 
torv of the Corruptions of Chrifti 
anitv. In purfieng his plan, he 
Guits the high grounds of fatisfac- 
tion io divine juftice, and imputed 
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righteoufnefs, and underftands 
the atonement of the Chriftiag 
{criptures, reconciliation with God, 
which the death of Chrift hath 
procured for the believing and pe. 
nitent, as a propitiatory facrifice, 
That this is the do&rine of the 
New Teftament he maintains, from 
the facrifical language made ufe of 
in defcribing the effeéts refulting 
from the death of Chrift, which, 
he contends, is analogical, and not 
merely figurative, and implies a 
correfpondence, in nature and de- 
fign, between the Jewith facrifices 
for fin, and the fhedding of the 
blood of Chrift. Thefe topics em- 
ploy a confiderable part of his vo- 
lume ; the remainder is devoted to 
an examination of Dr. Prieftley’s 
Moral Arguments againft the Doc. 
trine, and the praétical application 
of it. Thefe nanan juftly entitle 
Mr. Veyfie to the praife of inge- 
nuity, moderation, and candour, 
whatever may be the opinion en- 
tertained refpeéting his {fuccefs in 
terminating the controverfy. 

Mr. Gray’s * Sermons on the 
Principles upon which the Refor- 
mation of the Church of England 
was eftablifhed,” preached at the 
fame leéture, contain a learned, in- 
genious, and elegant defence of the 
ettablifiment of which the author 
isa member. With very cautious 
and reftriéted concefions on the 
fubjeét of “ fuch further regula- 
tions, as fhall be proved to be 
clearly expedient, and favourable 
to the advancement of Chriftian- 
ty,’ Mr. Gray ftrenuoufly con- 
tends for the prefervation of things 
as they are; and he boldly aflerts, 
that the civil magiftrate, from the 
relation in which he ftands to God, 
is under facred obligations “ to 
accept Chriftianity, to erect it with 
formal ratification and public in- 
ftitutions, to provide for its — 
ter 





{ters with competent maintenance, 
and to preferve its eftablifament 
by arrangements adapted to its 
chara¢ter, and coniiftent with the 
eneral welfare of his fubjects.” 

o fuch doétrine it is not every 
zealous churchman that can fub- 
fcribe; and fectaries wiil pronounce 
it to be untenable, dogmatical, and 
futile. In many parts of thefe 
difcourfes the author difcovers a 
commendable fpirit of toleration 
and liberality ; but he occafionally 
forgets himfelf fo far as to rail 
againft thofe who attack Chriftiani- 
ty, and what he deems to be its 
fundamental doétrines, and to in- 
fift on the neceflity of the magi- 
{trates inflicting on them civil pe- 
nalties. On the whole, we cannot 
fay that Mr. Gray has brought for- 
ward any new matter on the fub- 
jects which he engaged to illuftrate, 
or that fuch difcuttion was called 
for in the prefent fituation of the 
religious world, 

The * Sermons by George Hill, 
D. D. &c. Principal of St. Mary's 
College in the Univerfity of St. 
Andrew’s, &c.”’ attract our notice, 
chiefly, as animated and popular 
harangues, the ftyle of which is 
fluent, and often elegant, but not 
unfrequently debafed by grofs pro- 
vincialifms. Novelty of matter the 
author difclaims, and theological 
controverfy he utterly explodes. 
For Dr. Hill, alfo, is for the pre- 
fervation of things as they are; that 
is on the other fide of the Tweed. 
In thefe difcourfes he has taken fe- 
dulous care not to transgrefs be- 
yond the limits which he had pre- 
feribed to himfelf. But in fo doing 
he has bound himfelf in fetters ; 
fhrinking back from that lawful 
and proper fcope, which would 
have enabled him to difcufs with 
greater advantage the moral topics 
on which he has fixed, and fub- 
mutting to that implicit faith which 
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muft ever prove an infurmountable 
bar to the progrefs of rational en- 
quiry aod ufetul knowledge. 

sir Adam Gordon’s “ Colle@ion 
of Sermons, on feveral Subjeéts and 
Occafions, particularly on the Fef- 
tivals and Fats of the Church of 
England,” affords abundant evi- 
dence of the piety and good in- 
tentions of the author, and of his 
reverence for the inftitutions of that 
church of which he is a minifter. 
Of their importance and excellence, 
as pulpit compofitions, we cannot 
{peak in high terms; and on the 
policy or propriety of the author's 
wifh to revive a religious attention 
to the numerous faints’ days which 
crowd our Calendar, but few of his 
readers will beftow their praife. 

Mr. Draper’s “ ‘I'wenty Sermons 
on various Subjeéts, preached at 
All-hallows in the Wall,” are re- 
commended by great fimplicity and 
neatnefs of language, which mutt 
have rendered them impreflive from 
the pulpit, and which cannot fail 
to pleafe in the clofet. And, what 
is more to their praife, the fubjeéts 
on which they treat are all im- 
portant and ufeful; they come 
home to men’s bufinefs and bo- 
foms. 

Mr. Cappe’s * Difcourfes on the 
Providence and Government of 
God,” ave judicious, energetic, and 
elegant compofitions. They con- 
tain a concife and methodical view 
of the arguments which may be 
adduced in fupport of the funda- 
mental principles of natural aud 
revealed religion, inter{perfed with 
animated devotional fentiments, and 
weighty practical obfervations. We 
warinly recommend the perufal of 
them to the rational believer, and 
to the fober fceptic. 

Mr. Ireland, in his * Five Dif- 
courfes, containing Arguments for 
and againft the Reception of Chri- 
flianity by the ancient Jews and 

Grecks, 
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Greeks, preached at Croydon, in 
Surry,” has evinced much inge- 
nuity and originality of manner 
in his treatment of a fubject 
which has directly, or ind:rect- 
ly, employed the pens of fome of 
the ableft defenders of our re- 
ligion, The contraft which he 
draws between the motives which 
led the Jews and Pagans, refpec- 
tively, to the rejeétion of Chritiia- 
nity, and the ftronger motives 
which would have commanded 
their belief, had they not been in- 
fluenced by preconceived errone- 
ous opinions, and temporal confi- 
derations, is judicious and ftriking, 
and merits the confideration of 
thofe who confider the queftion to 
be atrended with much dithcultv. 
His illuftrative notes bear honour- 
able teftimony to the author’s eru- 
dition, and to the attention which 
he has beftowed upon his fubjeét. 
His fiyle, however, is too i{cho- 
laftic for a popular auditory. 

Dr. Prieitiry’s * Difcovrfes re- 
lating to the Pvidences of revealed 
Religion, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, 1796,” were originally pub- 
lifthed in that city, and have been 
reprinted in the author’s native 
country. They may be confidered 
as fupplemental to thofe which he 
delivered in England, juft before 
he quitted it, of which we gave an 
account in our Regifter for the 
year 17945; but interfere as little 
as poflible with the former. Of the 
author’s able, candid, and diftin- 
teretted efforts to maintain the credit 
of divine revelation, to remove 
the doubts of the ferious enquirer, 
and to expofe the farcafms of the 
fneering feeptic, they afford ample 
and fatisfaétory proof; and entitle 
hia to the thanks of every believ- 
er. ‘The fubjeMs of them are, the 
unportance of religion ; a view of 
the heathen worfhip ; the excel- 
lence of the Moteic inftitutions - 


; 
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the principles of the heathen philo. 
iophy compared with thofe of Re. 
velation ; the evidence of the Mo. 
faic and Chriftian religion; the 
proof of revealed religion from 
prophecy; internal evidence of 
Jefus being no impoftor; and the 
moral influence of Chriftian prin- 
ciples. 

Dr. Auchinclofs’s three Ser. 
mons entitled * The Sophiftry of 
the 1ft. Part of Mr. Paine’s Age of 
Reafon, or a rational Vindication 
of the Holy Scriptures as a pofitive 
Revelation from God, &c.” have 
few pretenfions to praife as argu. 
mentative, liberal produétions, or 
in point of compofition. 

The “* Three Sermons infcribed 
to the Friends of Peace, Reafon, 
and Revelation, by a Clergyman 
of the Church of England,” abound 
in too much tinfel rhetoric, and 
extravagant rant, to pleafe the fe- 
rious and judicious. In loyalty, 
according to the modern fenfe of 
the phrate, the author is by no 
means deficient: but that quality 
outitrips his liberality and = can- 
dour. 

Mr. Fleet’s * Four Sermons, on 
public Occafions,”’ exclufive of the 
firit, which celebrates the memory 
of the founder of King’s College, 
Cambridge, are chiefly of a politi- 
cal complexion, and are intended 
to combat tfe popular principles 
refpeéting the origin of fociety end 
government, which are rapidly 
ipreading throughout Europe. In 
this caufe our author is a fluent 
declaimer. 

In our Regifter for the year 
I5Q1, we announced to our readers 
a volume of “ Sermons by Robert 
Walker, Senior Minifter of Ca- 
nongate, Edinburgh.” Since that 
notice the author has publifhed 
three additional volumes, which we 
have not feen, but which we are 
informed partake of imilar merits, 
in 
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in point of matter and compofition, 
with the preceding. 

Among the few fingle fermons 
and epifcopal | charges of the year 

which our limits will permit us to 
notice, is one “ Preached before the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
the Abbey Church, Weftminiter, 
March g, 1796,” on the day ap- 
pointed for a general faft, by Wil- 
liam lord bifhop of Exeter. One 
object of this difcourfe is to vindi- 
cate Chriftianity from the mifre- 
prefent ation of thofe who contend, 
that it is hoftile to civil liberty, 
and true political equality. Of the 
manner in which this part of his 
lordfhip’s plan is executed, it would 
be unjuft were we not to fpeak in 
terms of approbation. But the 
right rev. prelate is not fatisfied 
with fuftaining the character of an 
advocate; he muft become an ag- 
ereffor in his turn. In this cha- 
racter, French apoftacy, and French 
republicanifm, and thofe who op- 
pofe the meafures of government, 
and plead for reformation at hom ne, 
are the fudjeéts of his fevere ani- 
madverfion. The introduttion of 
fuch topics could tend only to ex- 
cite the refentful and malignant 
paffions, and muft ill accord with 
the fentiments which ought to 
poffefs the mind on a day of na- 
tional humiliation. 

Dr. Holmes’s “ Sermon preached 
before the Honourable Houfe of 
Commons, at the ‘Church of St. 
Margafet, Weftminfter,” on the 
fime day, as far as it is theologi- 
cal, contains an ingenious com- 
ment on the parable of the unfruit- 
ful fig-tree, and an orthodox ap- 
plication of it to the circumftances 
of ' individuals and communities in 
the prefent age. But the author 
hofe that it fhould be politica 
likewife ; and has mace ufe of fuch 
pointed and acrimonious expref- 
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fions, in charging the legiflature 
of the French nation with athe ifn 
and libertinifm, as were highly un- 
becoming the occafion on which 
it was delivered. 

The “ Sermon preached in the 
Weft Church, Aberdeen,” on the 
fame day, by Dr. Brown, principal 
of Marithal College, juculcates 
truths and principles excellently 
adapted t to the proper defign of the 
meeting. In a nervous, pleating 
ftyle, the intel delineates the na- 
tival effects of religion on the hays 
pinefs of nations as well as indi- 
viduals ; and very forcibly recom- 
mends the pra¢tice of what the 
hj ftory of the w orld, and divine 
Revelation unite in affuring us, 
fhall be iollowed by the protection 

and favour of providence. We 
recommend it as a proper model 
oor fat t day difcourfes. 

The Charge of Samuel Lord 
Bithop of Rochefter, to the Clergy 
of his Diocefe, delivered at his 
pri mary Vifitation, in the Year 

1996,” contains many gloomy 
forebodings of the evils, which, in 
his apprehenfion, threaten the 
church, in thefe perilous times, 
when the clergy * have to encoun. 
ter a malignant averfion, of fome 
part of the people to evesy thing 
that carries the name of religion ¢ 
arifing from that ferocious impa- 
tience of reftraint, and thofe mad 
notions of liberty, which the fiend 


of French democracy, the moft 
wicked hateful fiend w hich provi- 
dence has ever made the inftru- 


ment of its wrath up mn gu iIty na- 
tions, hath within the IS it fix years, 
fpread throughout Europe.” Un- 
der thefe circumftances he wifhes 
to prepare their minds for the 
worft; and tic ulcates the neceflit ty 
of their uniting in their characters 
the policy of the ferpent with the 
harmleMfnels of for this 

purpose, 


the dove. 
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purpofe, he ftrenuovfly recom- 
mmends to them a circumipect con- 
duét ; the diligent purfuit of learn- 
ing and fcience, as the beft fubtti- 
tutes for that infpiration which ac. 
companied the firlt preachers of 
Chriftianity ; the implicit refigna- 
tion of their underftandings to the 
authority of the written word ; and 
an attention to the intereft of their 
order ; which he accompanies with 
an explanation of the nature and 

soliiens of the late Curate Adt. 
With this advice his lordfhip in- 
termixes fome remarks on ineta- 
phyfical learning, natural ones 
and the origin of all religion from 
Revelation, which numbers of his 
brethren of the clergy, equally or- 
thodox with himfet? will by no 
means fub{cribe ; and lamentations 
over the deftruction of the “ au- 
guft monarchy and venerable 
church eftablifhment” of France, 
which fome of the moft zealous 
advocates for the Britifh couflitu- 
tion, and our national church efta- 
Bhifiment, will be at a lofs to re- 
concile with truly Englifh and pro- 
teftant principles. 

Of a very different complexion 
is ** The Primary Charge of Wil- 
liam Newcome, D. D. Archbifhop 
of Armagh.’”) This truly excelent 
publication is not employed in ex- 
citing or confirming party preju- 
dices, or in propagating theologi- 
cal or political whims, but in call- 
ing the attention of the clergy to 
*“ a very Important and much neg- 
Jeted part of the paftoral care,” 
that of “ occafional and private 
inftruction.”” After preinifing that 
rt had been the intention of arch- 
bifhop Secker, to have committed 
hs thoughts on this fubje& to 
writing, that he might kave behind 
him fome admonitions concerning 
it, to be added to his infructive 
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charges, our author, with great 
modelty, expreffes his with to fup. 
ply, “ what the occupations and 
lufirmities of that moft eminent 
prelate did not permit him to un- 
dertake.” This object he has pur. 
fued, by pointing out tre qualiti- 
cations for the duty which he re. 
cominends ; the opportunities for 
private inftruétion, which arife 
from the ordinary courfe of the 
clerical duty, and thofe which ac- 
cidentally offer themfelves; and 
the manner of accommodating in- 
firuction to different defcriptions 
of perfons. On each of thete topics 
the archbifhop’s charge is diftin- 
guifhed by that good fenfe, know- 
ledge of the world, and ardent 
zeal for the interefis of practical 
religion, which eminently qualified 
him for his high ftation in the 
Trith church. His ftyle and lan- 
guage, alfo, are admirably adapted 
to the fubjeét, and to the occation, 
To his own hints doétor Newcome 
has added fome appofite paflages 
from the paftoral care of bifhop 
Burnet, whom he pronounces “ an 
incomparable prelate ; equally con- 
fpicuous for his knowledge, his 
labours, and his piety.’’ Such 
charaéters are rare. Our readers, 
neverthelefs, will not be at a lofs 
in determining, to whom in mo- 
dern times they may without flat- 
tery apply that concife and beauti- 
ful evlogium. 

To the fingJe difcourfes already 
mentioned, publifhed during the 
year 1796, we might add a num- 
ber of others, on fubjects relative 
to the evidences of Chriftianity, or 
to contefted points of doctrine or 
difcipline, which are not unwor- 
thy of diftinét notice; but their 
infertion would occupy more room 
than we haye to {pare. 


The 
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The next publications which 
call for our attention, belong to 
the head of Philofophy and Ethics. 

In this department the Englifh 
reader is introduced to the thre- 
fhold of that new fyftem of f{pecu- 
lative philofophy, which, as we 
have announced in former volumes 
of our work, has acquired nume- 
rous profelytes among the German 
metaphyficians. Mr. F. A. Nitfch, 
formerly le€turer in the royal Fri- 
derician College, at Konigfberg, is 
the gentleman who has underta- 
ken to explain the principles of 
that philofophy in this country; 
and in purfuance of that defign 
has publifhed “ A General and 
Introductory View of Profeffor 
Kant’s Principles concerning Man, 
the World, and the Deity, fub- 
mitted to the Confideration of the 
Learned.” This work, as the title 
imports, is preliminary only, end 
intended to enable the readers to 
form fome judgment of what they 
may expect to meet with in the 
ftudy of the profeffor’s writings, 
and to initiate them into the terms 
of his technical language. For this 
purpofe the author has adopted the 
following plan. In the firft place, 
he prefents us with an examination 
of that feries of philofophical opi- 
nions which gave rife to the Kan- 
tean fyftem ; in which he particu- 
larizes the various and contradic- 
tory notions which have been en- 
tertained refpecting the nature of 
thofe fubftances of which the 
world is compoted ; the bounds of 
the univerfe; the firft caufe of all 
that exifts; the nature of the per- 
cipient principle; and the free- 
dom of the human will. Mr. 


Nitfch’s next object is to inform 
us of the manner in which pro- 
feffor Kant conducted his enquiry, 
fo as to avoid the refpective errors 
of preceding philofophers, and to 
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afcertain “ what can be known by 

man, or what is the extent of hu- 

man knowledge in general.” To 

illuftrate this method, our author 

fubmits to us a fummary of the 

leading principles of this new phi- 

lofophy, in numerous general pro- 

pofitions, referving the arguments 

by whith they are fupported for 

future publications. A the laft 

place, Mr. Nitfch endeavours to 

obviate, fome objections to the 
fyftem, and to point out the in- 
fluence which it is likely jto have 
on f{cience in general, and oa re- 
ligion and morals in_ particular, 
Before our author’s additional pub- 
lications appear, or we are intro- 

duced through other channels to a- 
more intimate acquaintance with 
the works of our German profef- 
for, it would be highly improper 
iu us to pronounce a decifive opi- 
nion refpecting the truth and im- 
portance of his principles. At 
prefent, they appear to be invol- 
ved in much obfcurity, both of 
ideas and language, which, it is 
poflible, farther light may tend to 
remove. 

Mr. Caicb Pitt's * Effay on the 
Philofophy of Chriftianity, Part 
1. containing preliminary Difquifi- 
tions on Power, and Human Pre- 
ference,’ is the produétion of a 
new advocate for the do@rine of 
philofophical neceflity. It is in- 
trodu€tory to a work which the 
author appears to have undertaken 
from the moft commendable mo- 
tive, that of harmonizing the chief 
difcordances refpecting the doc- 
trines of fcripture, which have 
obtained among proteftants, and 
which he conceives to have ori- 
ginated in the hypothefis of philo- 
fophical liberty, and tracks of 
thought confonant with that hypo- 
thefis. In thefe difquifitions on 
power and human preference, we 
cannot 
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cannot fay that the philofophical 
reader will meet with any material 
arguments with which he is not 
already acquainted, or that he will 
not occafionally meet with expla- 
nations and iliuftrations that are 
needlefsly tedious and trifling. At 
the fame time, we muft do the au- 
thor the juftice to acknowledge, 
that he entertains a clear concep- 
tion of the dodtrine for which he 
pleads, and that his manner of de- 
fending it, in general, is perfpicu- 
ous, and ingenious, 

The next article that we have 
to introduce, which belongs part- 
ly to the head of Ethics, and part- 
ly to that of Legiflation, is a work 
fingularly interefting to curiofity, 
and fupplies us with a vaft fund of 
information refpecting the opinions 
and cuttoms of the natives of India. 
Tt is entitled * Inititutes of Hindu 
Law ; or, the Ordinances of Menu, 
according to the Glofs of Culltca, 
comprizing the Indian Syftem of 
Duties, Religious and Civil: ver- 
bally tranflated from the Original 
Sanferit; with a Preface, by Sir 
William Jones.” Theite [nftitutes, 
which in the opinion of the learn- 
ed tranflator muft have received 
their prefent form about eight hun- 
dred and eighty years before the 
birth of Chrift, are an authentic 
fummary of thofe ancient ufages, 
and eftablithed rules of condué 
among the Hindus, which they 
firmly believe to haye been pro- 
mulyed in the beginning of time, 
by Menu, the fon or grandfon of 
Brahma. By adopting the elegant 
words of fir William Jones, to- 
wards the conclufion of his pre- 
face, we fhall convey to our rea- 
ders the moft juft and accurate 
idea of their general charaéter. 
“ The work,” fays he, “ now pre- 
-fented to the Kuropean world, con- 
tains abundance of curious maiter 
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eXtremely interefling both to fires 
culative lawyers and antiquaries 
with many beauties which need 
nat be pointed out, and with many 
blemithes which cannot be jufti- 
hed or palliated. It is a fyftem of 
defpotifm and prieftcraft, both in. 
deed limited by law, but artfully 
con{piring to give mutual fupport, 
though with mutual checks ; it js 
filled with ftrange conceits in me. 
taphyfics and natural philofophy, 
with idle fuperftitions, and with a 
fcheme of theology moft obfcure. 
ly figurative, and confequently lia. 
ble to dangerous mifconception ; 
it abounds with minute and child- 
ifh formalities, with ceremonies 
generally abfurd and often ridicu. 
lous; the punifliments are partial 
and fanciful; fore fome crimes, 
dreadfully crucl, for others, repre- 
henfibly flight; and the very mo- 
rals, though rigid enough on the 
whole, are in one or two inftances 
(as in the cafe of light oaths, and 
of pious perjury) unaccountably 
relaxed; neverthelefs, a {pirit of 
fublime devotion, of benevolence 
to mankind, and of amiable ten- 
dernefs to all fentient creatures, 
pervades the work ; the ftyle of it 
has a certain auftere majeity, that 
founds like the language of legil- 
lation, and extorts a_ refpeétful 
awe; the fentiments of indepen- 
dence on all beings but God, and 
the harflh admonitions, even to 
kings, are truly noble; and the 
many panegyrics on the Gayatri, 
the mother, as it is called, of the 
Veda, prove ghe author to have 
adorned (not the vifible material 
fun, but) that divine and incom- 
parably greater light, to ufe the 
words of the moft venerable teat 
in the Indian Scripture, which 
illumines all, delights all, from 
which all proceed, to which all 
muft return, and which alone can 
irradiate 











jrradiate (not our vifual organs 
merely, but our fouls and) our in- 
tellects.”” 

The * Enquiry into the Foun- 
dation and Hiftory of the Law of 
Nations in Europe, from the Time 
of the Greeks and Romans, to the 
Age of Grotius, by Robert Ward 
of the Inner Temple, Efq. in 2 
Vols.” is a work on which the 
author has beftowed canfiderable 
induftry and ingenuity. By the 
Law of Nations, Mr. Ward un- 
derftands the law of nature, united 
with the moral fyftem engrafted 
upon revealed religion. After 
having endeavoured in a feries of 
chapters to illuftrate his definition, 
to eftablifh the foundation on which 
it is built, and to point out the 
different claffes of nations upon 
whom it is obligatory; he pro- 
ceeds to give a chronological ac- 
count of this law, as it has been 
obferved in Europe; of the ftrange 
ideas that were formerly entertain- 
ed of it; of the gradual changes 
which took place in thofe ideas ; 
together with the improvements 
which were given to them, fo as 
to elevate this law into the rank 
of the fciences. Mr. Ward after- 
wards employs himfelf in pointing 
out the influence of the feudal 
law, of Chriftianity, and ecclefiaf- 
tical eftablifhments, of chivalry, 
of treaties and conventions, and of 
the rank and claims of the nations 
of Europe, upon the law of na- 
tions; and concludes with its 
hiftory to the period mentioned in 
the title-page. From the perufal 
of this work we have. received 
much pleafure and entertainment, 
notwithftanding that we found our- 
lelves frequently obliged to dilier 
widely in opinion from the author. 
If the definition of the law of na- 
tions for which he contends be 

tuft, thofe who do not enjoy the 
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advantayes of Revelation, are ex- 
cluded from its benefits; and it 
will follow, likewife, we fear, that 
there is not a nation in Europe but 
what has retired from its obedi- 
ence. The events which have 
lately taken place on the conti- 
nent, particularly in the inftance 
of Poland, juftify us in entertain- 
ing this apprehenfion ; and lead us 
to conclude, that the expreffion * law 
of nations,’ like the expreffion ¢ ba- 
lance of power,’ will foon become 
a very convertible phrafe, con- 
venient in the harangues of ftatef- 
men, but nugatory, if not detri- 
mental, in its application to poli- 
tical practice. 

The work entitled “ Principles 
of Legiflation, by Charles Michell, 
of Forcett, Efg.” is the production 
of a well informed and able wri- 
ter, who, with great temper and 
ingenuity, controverts the funda- 
mental maxims on which the French 
conftitution is erected, and endea- 
vours to eftablith the fuperiority 
of the monarchical over the repub- 
lican form of government. In 
purfuing his plan he prefents us 
with difcuflions on a variety of po- 
litical topics, in two books, fub- 
divided into eighteen chapters ; 
which terminate in an enquiry into 
the foundation of the Britifa con- 
ftitution, and into the caufes of that 
danger which, in the author’s ap- 
prehenfion, threatens the exiftence 
of what is belt calculated to pre- 
ferve the fabric of liberty in this 
country. ‘Thefe chapters are fal- 
lowed by a great body of illuftra- 
tive notes, and an Appendix, con- 
taining rema:ks om fubjects in po- 
litical yconomy. During our pe- 
rufal of this work, we met with 
many juft and important obferva- 
tion, on the fcience of govern- 
ment, and collateral fubje&s, placed 
in a trong light, which are on 
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the ferious confideration of poli- 
tical writers of all parties and opi- 
nions. But the author has not been 
able entirely to diveft himfelf of 
party prejudices ; and has partaken 
in that political alarm which the 
advocates for things as they are 
have fo induftrioufly propagated 
in this country. Owing to thefe 
circumftances he has introduced 
much into his work, that will be 
difputed by many of the advocates 
for liberty : we mean Britifh liber- 
ty, as it exifts in the genuine prin- 
ciples of our conftitution. They 
will particularly except to what he 
has written on the fubjeét of equal 
rights, religion, the law of primo- 
geniture, a ftanding army, and the 
extent of the power that ought to 
be intrufted to the crown; which, 
they will contend, is more fa- 
vourable to the eftablifhment of 
defpotifm, than well regulated free- 
dom. 

Mr. Angus Macaulay's treatife 
entitled ** Rudiments of Political 
Science, Part the Firft, containing 
Elementary Principles, with an 
Appendix,” is the introductory 
part of a work in which he pro- 
pofes to examine the charaéters of 
the different forms of government 
which have fubfifted in the world, 
in order to deduce fuch conclu- 
fions as fhall ferve to deteé& polliti- 
cal error, and eftablifh the truth 
of that theory which may prove 
mott favourable to the happinefs 
of mankind. The volume before 
us is divided into feven chapters. 
In the firft two the author chiefly 
employs himfeif in proving the 
neceflity of fome kind of civil 
government, for the good order 
and comfort of fociety; and in 
refiting the reprefentations of 
doctor Robertfon, refpeéting the 
focial union which obtained among 
the American tribes independently 


7 


[19.] DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


of any kind of civil government, 
Roffeau’s romantic theory of a ftate 
of nature, and doétor Adam 
Smith’s, relative to the progrefs of 
human fociety. In the followin 

chapters, which are fubdivided into 
numerous feétions, Mr. Macaulay 
treats of the ends of civil govern- 
ment; its right, which he derives 
from the confent of the governed; 
political refiftance ; the difference 
between forms of governments and 
conititutions ; the importance of 
developing the diftiné&t charaéers 
of governments; and on a variety 
of other fubjeéts, which inciden- 
tally arife in the courfe of his dif- 
cuffions. The Appendix confifts 
of interefting and curious hiftori- 
cal elucidations of the author’s rea- 
fonings, and claflifications of forms 
of government taken from Pilato, 
Socrates, and Ariitotle. On the 
whole, Mr. Macaulay’s Rudiments 
afford abundant evidence of ex- 
tenfive reading, cool difcrimina- 
tion, and liberal views of things, 
which efttitle him to a refpedable 
rank among our writers on politi- 
cal fcience. His ftyle and lan- 
guage, likewife, are perfpicuous 
and corre¢t. 

The author of “ The Origin of 
Duty and Right in Man confider- 
ed,” maintains that right in man 
is fubordinate to duty ; that he has 
a {phere of aétion affigned him, in 
which, if he faithfully and univer- 
fally obferve his rule of duty, he 1s 
entitled to his right ; and that “ the 
object of government is to produce 
the difcharge of thofe duties Iu 
each, which fhall enfure to all the 
enjoyment of what they denom!- 
nate their natural right. Thefe 
duties,” he adds, * forming a part 
of that abfolute and indefeafible 
obligation with which man is born, 
each man brings them with him 
into fociety ; nor can any artifice 








or incidental circumftanees of fo- 
dial life whatever, exonerate any 
one from that condition, to obtain 
the performance of which in all, 
is the very effence of aflociation, 
the immutable purpofe of all go- 
vernment.”” ‘The reader will per- 
ceive that there if not any novelty 
in our author’s ideas, and will 
fearch in vain in his treatife, for 
any determinate and explicit de- 
finition of rights and duties as they 
are conne¢ted with the relation of 
man to man in fociety. 

Dr. Biffet’s ** Sketch of Demo- 
cracy,”’ is introduced hy fome fen- 
fible and well written obfervations 
on the value of experience in all 
matters of huinan fcience, and in 
the practical application of politi- 
cal principles. His work is after- 
wards divided into fifteen chapters. 
In the firft he endeavours to ex- 
plode the popular notion, that the 
general will ought to be the rule 
of government, and contends for 
the neceffity of what he calls “ a 
government of check, in oppofi- 
tion to the uncontrouled dominion 
of any individual, fet of individu- 
als, or the people at large.” The 
remaining part of this {ketch is 
compofed of appeals to the hiftory 
of the principal governments in 
Greece, to that of Rome, and in 
ene chapter to that of England, tn 
order to prove, that their internal 
diforders are alt to be attributed 
to the prevalence of tile democra- 
tic foirit, and that for their fuccefs 
and glory they were indebted to 
the mixture, or temporary preva- 
lence of ariftocracy in their refpec- 
tive conftitutions. In treating this 
fubje&t the author is not fparin 
of indignant declamation seslas 
furious and ignerant mobs, and 
defigning demagogues, which he 
has enriched with what he un- 
queftionably deems a happy and 
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feafonable mixture of modern po- 
litical terms and phrafes. But his 
facts will not always bear him out 
in the conclufions which he de- 
duces from them; neither is their 
conneétion with their legitimate 
caufes always traced with becom- 
ing unpartiality. | 

Ir. Watkins's “ Reflections on 
Government in general, with their 
Application to the Britifh Confti- 
tution, in Five Seétions,” contti- 
tute a valuable little trad, replete 
with juft and liberal principlesy en- 
forced in neat and sleeline lan- 
guage. The titles of the different 
ie€tions are; on the natural equa-~ 
lity of man, with remarks on the 
republican and monarchical forms ; 
on the form of government, rela- 
tive to the fecurity of liberty; on 
government, relative to the im- 
provement of the people; with ob- 
fervations on reform; on govern- 
ment relative to religion; and on 
government relative to its origin 
and powers, its laws and organi- 
zation, 

‘© The Effence of Algernon Syd- 
ney’s Work on Government, &c. 
by a Student in the Inner Tem- 
ple,” contains a judicious abridg- 
ment of feveral of the moft im- 
portant fections of that valua- 
ble writer, in a form well adapt- 
ed for circulation, and for im- 
prefling his rational and ufcful opi- 
nions. 

The “ Defence of the Pardphlet 
afcribed to John Reeves, Efg. and 
entitled * Thoughts on the Eng- 
lifh Government,’ by the Rev. i 
Brand, A. M.” is an.ingenious but 
highly exceptionable atteinpt to 
fupport and diffeminate the perni- 
cious doctrines to which we ad- 
verted in the account of that 
pamphlet, in owr laft volume. 
Their only tendency is, to prepare 
the unthinking and credulous to 
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fubmit to the trammels of defpe- 
tifm ; and they mutt be execrated 
by every perfon who values the 
Englith conftitution. Such was the 
judgment of the jury by whom 
the author was tried on an indict- 
ment for publifhing a libel againtt 
the conftitution, who were fo li- 
beral as to acquit him of wicked- 
nefs and malignity of intention, 
while they feverely condemned his 
opinions. 

Other defences of the“ Thoughts 
on the Englifh Government,” were 
publifhed, chiefly by anonymous 
writers, but which were too un- 
important and too abfurd to be 
diitinétly noticed by us. 

“ The Politician’s Creed, being 
the great Outline of Political 
Science from the Writings of 
Montefquieu, Hume, Gibbon, Pa- 
ley, &c. Vol. II.” is the continu- 
ation of a work which was an- 
nounced by us in aur Regifter for 
the year 1794, under the title of 
“ The Citizen, being the great 
Outline, &c.” On that volume 
we beftowed a confiderable fhare 
of praife, on account of the judg- 
ment and tafie difcovered in its 
compofition, while we excepted 
againft the tendency of fome of the 
author’s opinions. The prefent vo- 
lume is not diftinguifthed by equal 
marks of diligence and attention, 
in the felection and arrangeinent of 
the materials of which it confifts ; 
nor by a proportionate fhare of 
originality. It is compiled, with 
very few additions, or notes, al- 
moft verbatim, from the works of 
the authors mentioned jn the title- 
page, and treats of the balance of 

power; the balance of trade; the 
jealouly of trade; public credit ; 
public debts; wars; taxes; the di- 
vifion of labour; the introduéction 
of money ; the price of commodi- 
ties ; the general principle of trade ; 


luxury; the effeé of liberty on 
trade ; and agriculture. 

The * Traés on Political and 
other Subjeéts, publifhed at vari. 
ous Times, by Jofeph Towers, 
LL. D. and now firft colleéed 
together, in 3 Vols.” form a valua- 
ble and feafonable republication of 
a variety of treatifes employed, not 
merely on temporary politics, but 
on important general fubjeéts, con. 
nected with'the {cience of govern- 
ment and legiflation. Many of 
them have been fo long in the 
poffeflion of the public, in their 
detached ftate, and have reflefed 
fo much credit on the abilities and 
independent fpirit of the author, 
that it is quite unneceflary to enter 
into an enumeration of their par- 
ticular merits. Their general cha- 
racteriftics are, folid fenfe, jut 
fentiments, accurate and popular 
reafoning, perfpicuous and animat- 
ed language, and an uniform cor- 
refpondence with the great princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty. 

Mr. Brand’s “ Hiftorical Effay 
on the Principles of Political Affo- 
ciations, &c.’’ is a laboured piece of 
fophiftry, intended to vindicate the 
Crown and Anchor affociation in 
1792, and its affiliated focieties, and 
to criminate the proceedings of the 
committee of the Whig Club, ap* 
Pointed to prepare and announce 
the form of a general affociation 
of the people, for the repeal of the 
two ftatutes, beft known by the 
names of the Grenville and Pitt 
Aéts. For thefe purpofes it in- 
culcates, more than obliquely, the 
old flavifh doétrines of paftive 
obedience and non-refiftance, and 
pleads for the continuance 0 
abufes, by exciting alarms a ainft 
every attempt, however legal and 
peaceable, to remove oppreffions 
or corruptions which have been 


fanctioned by aéts of the legifla- 
ture, 
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turé, however haflily they may 
have been obtained under the in- 
fluence of temporary delufion. For 
thefe purpofes, likewife, it abounds 
in mifreprefentations of, or falfe 
deduétions from hiftorical tranfac- 
tions, and illiberal and unjuftifia- 
ble infinuations againft the princi- 
pal oppofers of the meafures of the 
exilting adminiftration. 

Major Cartwright, in his treatife 
entitled * The Conttitutonal De- 
fence of England, internal and ex- 
ternal,’’ propagates very oppofite 
opinions from thofe advanced in 
the laft mentioned article. Adctuat- 
ed by a zealous attachment to the 
government of this country by 
king, lords, and commons, he is 
anxious to preferve each branch in 
the pofleflion of its proper weight 
in the fcale of legiflation; and, 
therefore, contends very ably for 
the reftoration of the commons 
houfe in parliament, to its conftitu- 
tional purity and independence. 
His arguments on this fubjeét are 
thrown into the form of an ani- 
mated fpeech, intended to have 
been fpoken at the nomination of 
candidates for the county of Lin- 
coln, and are illuftraied by appo- 
fite appeals to undeniable and a- 
larming facts. The meafure for 
Which he pleads would, in his opi- 
nion, and we may add in the gpi- 
nion of the belt. informed ftatef- 
men, effectually preferve the na- 
tion from any internal commotions. 
To his fpeech he has fubjoined a 
fenfible letter on the neceflity of 
arming the nation at large, on the 
plan of the ancient militia project- 
ed by Alfred; which would prove 
equally effectual in defeating any 
attempt at an invafion of thefe 

ingdoms. 

Mr. Longley’s “ Effiy towards 
forming a more complete Repre- 
igntation of the Commons of Great 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE, (tos) 


, 


Britain,” is a temperate and well 
written production, in which the 
author adduces a variety of facts 
and argumeits to prove the necef. 
fity of a political reform. The 
plan which he recommends with 
re{peé& to reprefentation is, that 
the number of perfons chofen 
fhould be fix hundred; that they 
fhould receive poyment from the 
public for their daily attendance ; 
that they fhould be eleéted for two 
years; and that the body of electors 
fhould be compofed of ail the heads 
of families. 

The * Letters to William Pa- 
ley, M. A. Archdeacon of Car- 
lifle, on his Ojeétions to a- Res 
form in the Reprefentation of the 
Commons, and on his Apo ogy for 
the Influence of the Crown in Pars 
liament, being Strictures on the 
Effay on the Britith Conflitution 
in his Principles of moral and po- 
litical Philofophy,” are four in 
number, and form a very valuable 
and important publicatton. Thev 
difplav much fterling fenfe and juft 
refietion, an accurate acquaint- 
ance with the Britifh conftitution, 
and a warm fpirit of genuine pa- 
triotifm ; and abound in nervous 
arguments, delivered in energetic 
and pointed, although temperate 
language. In the firft letter the 
author ably expofes the departure 
which hath taken place in the con- 
ftitution of parliament from an- 
cient rules, refpecting the mode of 
choofing reprefentatives, the con- 
troul of the electors over the elect 
ed, the refponfibilny of the latter, 
and the term of their fitting ; and 
points out the pratticability and 
necefiity of fpeedily recurring to 
firft principles. In the fecond let 
ter he refutes Mr. Paley’s objection, 
that no new fcheme promifes to 
colle& together more witdom, or 
produce firmer — than that 
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at prefent followed; and maintains 
the neceffity of an identity of in 
terefts between the reprefentatives 
and the reprefented. The third 
and fourth letters are employed in 
a fuccefstul attack on Mr. Paley’s 
apology for the influence of the 
crown in parliament, as neceflary 
to the exiftence of the monarchy, 
if not of the monarch himfelf. . In 
an Appendix, the author has cited 
me important authorities in con- 
firmation of his arguments. We 
recommend the ferious perufal of 
thefe letters to the admirers of 
Archdeacon Paley, (and who are 
not his admirers?) in order to coun- 
teract the influence which his name 
and reputation may give to opini- 
ons, which are blemifhes of the 
firft magnitude in his excellent and 
popular work. 
he ** Faéts Addreffed at the fe- 
rious Attention of the People of 
Great Britain, refpecting the Ex- 
pence of the War, and the Strate of 
the national Debt, by Whiuam 
Morgan, F. R.S.” conftitute a very 
interefting and important publica- 
tion. It may be confidered, in 
fome meafure, as a continuation of 
his ** Supplement to his Review of 
Dr. Price's Writing, on the Fi- 
nances of Great Brita. n,” announc- 
ed in our latt voiume;. and its ob- 
jeét in the fame, viz. to fix the 
refleCtions of his readers on fome 
alarming circumftances in our fi- 
nancial fituation, which, if not 
fpeediiy altered, mutt plunge the 
country into the abyis of bank. 
rujtcy and ruin. ‘The chief of 
th fe are, the enormous expences 
of the firft four years of the pre- 
fent war, which have been two 
thirds greater than thofe of the 
molt extravagant war in which this 
country has ever been engaged, 
and are uurformly accelerating in 





every department; the ruinons 
modes of obtaining loans adopted 
by the minifter, according to whick 
‘the profufion in borrowing feems 
to Keep pace with the profufion jn 
ex, ending ;” the waft increafe of 
the national debt, in confequence 
of which the amount of the an. 
nual taxes, even in peace, muf 
nearly equal the rental of the king. 
dom, according to its ftatement by 
the chancellor of the exchequer ; 
and the mifmanagement of the 
finking fund. On thefe fubjeés 
he appeals to indifputable docu- 
ments, and draws from them fuch 
legitimate conelufions refpeding 
the ruinous confequences of pur- 
fuing our prefent fyftem, as are 
fuficient to make every perfor 
tremble who has the true intereft 
of his country at heart. 

The * Enquiry into the State 
of the Finances of Great Britain, 
ig anfwer to Mr. Morgan’s Faéts, 
by Nicholas Vanfittart, Efq.” is in- 
tended to counteract the powerful 
imprefiion which the laft mention- 
ed publication is calculated to pro- 
duce on the public mind, by 
roundly denying, or astfully con- 
tefting, under the form of arith- 
metical demonftration, the princle 
pal points on which Mr. Morgan 
infifts ; by expatiating on the flous 
rifhing ftate of the refources of 
this country, and the exhaufted 
ftate of the French finances; and 
by the moft unqualified engomiums 
on the meafures of adminiftration, 
in all their financial operations. 
This treatife is written more in the 
fpirit of a pariifan, than of a difine 
terefited- and difpathonate inquirer 
into the actually exifting circum- 
ftances. 

Mr. Morgan in his * Additional 
Faéts, &c.”? has ably refuted the 
objeétions which have bec brought 
againlt 
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againft his ftatements and reifon- 
ings, and confirmed them by frefh 
and moft convincing evid nee 

Mr. Woods * Pian for the 
Payment of the national Devt, and 
the Kejuction of the Taxes two 
Millions per Annum,” orginated, 
we doubt not, in a pure detire to 
promote * the genera: interefts and 
hippinefs of fociety ;” but of its 
wifdom and expediency we are not 


fo well convinced the mode of 


payment which he wifhes to re- 
commend, “ is that by inftal nents, 
of a certain fum for a certain 
number of years; and to render it 
intelligible to every capacity,” he 
has *“ calculated three tables, all 
upon one priuciple, and ovuty dif- 
ferent in regard to the times ad 
amount to be difcharged; w ich 
would be, according to the firft, 
fifty millions in tweive years; ac- 
cording to the fecond, an hundred 
millions in feventeen years; ac- 
cording to the third, three handred 
millions in twenty fix years. This 
is to be effi éted by iffuing biils, 
wnder the fanction and authority 
of parliament; piyable at fuch 
times as tvere will be funds fuf- 
ficient for their difcharge, as per 
the above mentioned tabes; which 
bills fhall not bear intereft from 
government, but be conftiiuted a 
lawful tender in ail money tranf- 
actions between man and man.” 
The author of * An original 
Syftem of Taxation, or gencral 
Contribution by way of Stam 
Duty, in which all his Majefty’s 
Subjeéts of every Deferiptios, be- 
ing under the Protedtion of the 
Laws of this Realm, are required to 
contribute to the Faigencics of the 
State in fome Proportion to’ their 
Rank and Situation in Life, &c.” 
would introduce into t's Country 
invidious badges of dittiuction, 


which muft be. followed by the 


moft mifchievous effets on the in- 
tercourfe of men with eoch other 
Ly fociety. Fy his plan recom. 
mends the divifion of all t.e mem- 
bers of the commu iit, of a cere 
tain ave, paupers excepted, into 
different ciaffs; the embers of 
each to wear rigs, difinguifhing 
the clafs to which they belony, and 
for which they are to pay a ftamp- 
duty in proportion to their wealth 
or rank 

‘© The Decline and Fall of the 
Englifh Syftem of Finance. by 
Thomas Paine,” while it contains 
fo ne juft and ttriking obfervations 
on the ruinous confequences of the 
funding fyftem, tie immene and 
increating circulation of pa, r mo- 
nev, and the myfterious and dan- 
rerous counection of the bank of 
Eacland with the government, 
a‘ds nothing to the informatica 
wiich we have received on th & 
fubjects fron writers ia our own 
country ; particularly from dogtor 
Price, and Mr. Morgan. Some of 
the ftatements on which he argues 
are erroneous, or afumed fro: in- 
fudicient data: and the coaclufions 
which be draws from thném mult, 
confequently, be liable to trong 
opiections, Butthe general conclu. 
fion which his work impreffes on 
the mind of the reaver, viz. that 
if the deftructive tieafurcs for ine 
creafing the national debt, which 
have of late years been f flowed, 
are pe fitted in, public ban kruptey 
muft be the iffue, an? at no very 
diftant period, we confider to b- ag 
incon:rovert ble ay any mathernatis 
cal demonitration. The author's 
prediction of the precife px riog 
when that event fhall take p'ice, 
is meerly fanciful, as is his ra''q 
of increment, cftabiftied as he 
imagines Ti the nature of th NS 
on which.thag, predittion is found- 
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Mr. Broome, in his “ Obferva- 
tions on Mr. Paine’s Pamphict, ene 
titled the Decline and Fall, &c.” 
ably correéts fome of the misitate- 
ments of his opponent, refpecting 
the nature of the government te- 
¢urities in circu ation, and the pro- 
portion between the quantity of 
notes itued by the bank of Eng- 
Jand, and the quantity of cafh, in- 
gots, and other valuable affets, 
that mutt infure the folvency of 
that inttiturion. He, likewile, en- 
deavours to ive us confoiing views 
of our financial fituation, and of 
the funding fyftem. But he is not 
thoroughly fatisfied with the {late 
of the times. He confiders the 
nation, from the accumulation of 
the public debt, to be intecéted by 
a diteate, which js in a progretlive 
ftate; and ‘he advifes the ufe of 
fuch remedies as, he imagines, will 
prevent it from becuming fatal, 
Among others, he preicribes the 
commutation of tythes by a modus, 
or their purchafe from lay impro- 

riaiors, and the framing of taxes 
in fuch a manner as that they fhall 
fall entirely upon the rich. But the 
mode in which the latter object 
is practicable, he Goes not point 
our. 

Mr. Smith’s * Examination of 
Mr. Paine’s Decline, &c.” is alfo 
employed in combating the pofi- 
tions of the latter, particularly 
thofe relative to the fimilarity of 
the paper currency of this country, 
with thet of France and America; 
and in expefing the futility of his 
atiempt to flake thar bafis of pub- 
lic credit, on which the greatnefs 
and profperity of Britain have 
heen ercéted, Jt is well meant, and 
not defcAtive in fhrewdnefs of re- 
mark; but of its higher pretenfions 
we fhall leave the reader to form 
his own judgment. : 

Lieutenant - colonel Chalmers’ 


* Striures” on the fame wor 
** to which are added fome Re. 
marks on War, and other national 
Concerns,” are partly intended to 
controvert the bold affertions and 
reafonings of the Gallo- American 
champion, by affertions equall 
free and unceremonious with thofe 
of his antayonift; and partly, te 
urge the Britifh government to a 
vigorous perfeverance in the war 
with the French republic. To en, 
courage them in the expentive 
conteft, he points out feveral fyb. 
jects of taxation, which, he con. 
ceives, will fupply ampie and un. 
objectionable refources. But be. 
fore he can render them fo, he 
muft infpire the great and rich 
with what he acknou ledges to be 
a defideratuin, ‘* the inclination te 
place taxation on fubftantial means, 
fuited to the ends.” 

Mr. Dani: 1 Wakefield in his “ Let. 
terto ['!.omas Pa‘ne, in Reply to his 
Lecline and Fall, &c.” {o far as he. 
has emploved himfelf in expofing 
the hypothetical and fanciful af- 
fumptions in the treatife againf 
which he writes, has managed his 
fubjeét with tolerable addiets. But 
in drawing the picture of the actual 
fitnation of this country, he has 
laid himfelf open to recrimination; 
for he contends, that the Bnitith 
fyftem of finance has not yet at- 
tained to its maturity, and that the 
credit and refources of this coun- 
try are at prefent in as flourifhing 
a ftate as at any period fince the 
commencement of the funding 
fyftem. 

In ovr Regifters for the years 
1786, and 1788, we introduced to 
our readers different treatifes, by 
Mr. Herenchwand, on fubjeéts in 
political economy, which were 
publifhed as preliminary differta- 
tions to a greater work, for whick 
he was preparing materials. Jn 

rey thoi¢ 








thofe volumes we beftowed con- 
fiderable praife on the intentions of 
the author, and on his talents; 
while we freely cenfured what ap- 
ared to us to merit cenfure in 
bis mode of conduéting his plan. 
During the prefent year he has 
publifhed two parts out of three 
of his grand work, under the title 
«© De l’Economie politique et mo- 
rale de VE‘péce Humaine,” or 
* On the political and moral Eco- 
nomy of Mankind,” in 2 volumes. 
The firft volume is employed in 
inveftigating the true nature of 
man, by proving, under a variety of 
propofitions, that animals are in- 
variable, but men infinitely, varia- 
ble in the mode of their exiftence; 
that the neceflities of animals are 
provided for direétly, but thofe of 
men only indirectly; that animals 
ufe things without, but men with 
the comprehenfion of their na- 
ture; thag animals are imperfec- 
tible, but men perfeétible without 
end; that animals being imperfect- 
lv organized, were formed for their 
deftination in a way the oppofite 
to that by which man was formed 
for his deftiny ; that animals were 
placed on the earth for others, but 
that man was placed here for him- 
felf alone ; that human focieties are 
fufceptible of different degrees of 
improvement; that, according to 
the natural order of the earth, the 
human fpecies is capable of deve- 
loping its own poffible intelligence, 
ma very high degree; and that 
there is a political economy for a 
people of cultivators. On thefe 
topics the author is needlefsiy dif. 
fufe, and tedious, and frequently la- 
bours to prove what is incontrover- 
tible. In the fecond volume Mr. 
Herenchwand treats, of the nature 
ef a political economy of a nation 
of cultivators; the aétive princi- 
ple of political economy of a na- 
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tion of cultivators; the precious 
metals confidered in their relation 
to the moral and phyfical order of 
the earth; the circulation of the 
precious metals, according to the 
political economy of a nation of 
cultivators; the application of the 
precious metals to develope the 
profperity of a nation of cultiva- 
tors; external commerce ; public 
banks of circulation; conquefts § 
the application of public credit to 
develope the profperity of a nation 
of cultivators; public contribue 
tions of a nation of cultivators ; 
government of a nation of culti- 
vators ; and colonies from a nation 
of cultivators. While we except 
to many of our author's pofitions 
and arguments, we recommend his 
work to the perufal of every well- 
wifher to the human race; con- 
vinced that his difquifitions, al- 
though they may fometimes offer 
much old matter in no novel or 
very inviting drefs, and fometimes 
oppofe favourite opinions with a 
greater fhare of declamation and 
afflumed importance, than of calm 
reafoning and urbanity, and fome- 
times contain what may appear 
frivolous or fanciful, abound, ne- 
verthelefs, in judicious reflections, 
valuable remarks, and originality 
of fentiment, which render them 
deferving of univerfal attention. 
The “ Treatife on the Police of 
the Metropolis, explaining the va- 
rious Crimes and Mifdemeanors 
which at prefent are felt as a Pref- 
fure upon the Community, and 
fuggefting Remedies for their Pre- 
vention, by a Magiftrate,” is a 
truly important and valuable work, 
for which the public is greatly in- 
debted to the intelligent author, 
Of the depravity of manners in 
the metropolis, and of the exift- 
ence of numerous fchemes in which 
art and ingenuity are exercifed in 
N 4 pil- 
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ilfering and plundering the pub- 
Fc, no perfon who has relided 
there for any time can be ignorant. 
But of the aftonifhing extent to 
which thefe evils are carried, and 
of the regular fyftematic form 
which they affume, it is not eafy 
for thofe to form any conception 
who are not in poffeffion of fuch 
information as is difplayed in the 
treatife before us. That informa- 
tion, methodically arranged and 
detailed with perfpicuity, is highly 
curious and interefting, and «m- 

loys feven chapters of the work, 
in which the author treats of the 
caufes of the increafe of crimes ; 
of fmall thefts; of receivers of 
ftolen goods; of pillage upon wharfs 
and quays, and from fthips and vef- 
fels in the river Thames ; of frauds, 
plunder, and pillaging in the pub- 
lic arfenals, and in fhips of war 
and tranfports; of burglary and 
highway robbery; of the coinage 
and circulation of bafe money ; 
and of forgeries, fwindling aéts, 
and gaming. ‘Thefe chapters are 
followed by five others, fetting 
forth defeéts in the laws intended 
to fupprefs or prevent thefe evils, 
efpecially thofe relative to the de- 
tection, trial, and conviétion of of- 
fenders; the fanguinary nature of 
our prefent criminal code; the 
abufes in the execution of our laws; 
and fuggefting various plans of a- 
mendment, that merit general and 
ferious attention, as they appear to 
be the refult of found judgment, 
prafical obfervation, and genuine 
satrigvtuim. 

in our laft volume we introduced 
to our readers the firft number of 
an intended feries of publications 
in Political Econony, by Count 
Rumford. During the prefent year, 
that number has been followed by 
four additional Effays, which are 
replete with much valuable and in- 
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terefting information, founded on 
extenfive experience, and adapted 
to increafe the ftock of human hap. 
pinefs, particularly in the lower 
ranks of fociety. The fubjeés on 
which they treat are, the funda. 
mental principles, on which gene- 
ral eftablifhments for the relief of 
the poor may .be formed in all 
countries ; various kinds of food, 
and the cheapeft means of feedin 

the poor; chimney _ fire-places, 
with a view to the faving of fuel, 
and the prevention of fmoke; and 
accounts of different inftitutions 
and projeéts of the author, for ex. 
tending the benefits of a well re. 
gulated’ ‘political economy at the 
capital of Bavaria. 

The author of “ A Diifertation 
on the Poor Laws,” under the fig- 
nature of * A Well-wifherto Man- 
kind,” in a fpirit of laudable be- 
nevolence, and with great force of 
reafoning, expofes the evils which 
arife to the poor, as well as rich, 
from the continuance of that bur- 
thenfome and pernicious fyftem, 
and maintains the neceffity and 
propriety of its total abolition. In 
his judgment, compulfory provi- 
fion for the poor, tends rather to 
encourage them in habits of idle- 
nefs, than to relieve the miferies 
of poverty. And he contends, that 
thofe miferies would be moft ef- 
fe€tually removed by the volun- 
tary contributions of benevolent 
individuals, in aid to the benefits 
refulting from a compulfory efta- 
blifhment of friendly focieties 
throughout the kingdom. We fee 
no fubftantial objeétion that can 
be urged’ againft the general prin- 
ciples of this differtation. 

The treatife entitled « The Pre- 
vention of Poverty by beneficial 
Clubs, with preliminary Obferva- 
tions upon Houfes of Induftry, and 
the Poor Laws, by Edward nes : 

ri 
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#{c.” contains fome fenfible’ ob- 
{ervations in fupport of the plan 
meitioned in the title-page; and 
fome important remarks on the ill 
effefts produced by houfes of in- 
dufiry, which deferve the ferious 
notice of the advocates for fuch 
eftablifiments. 
Sr William Young, likewife, in 
his * Confiderations on the Sub- 
jeét of Poor Houfes and Work 
Hours, &c.” offers very powerful 
arguments againft the fyftem con- 
demted in the laft mentioned arti- 
cle, ind many liberal propofitions 
for neliorating the condition of 
the poor, congenial to the {pirit 
of a free nation, and tending to 
impreve the health, induftry, and 
moras of the lower clatles. 
Mr. Vancouver, alfo, in his fen- 
fible end ingenious * Enquiry into 
the Ciufes and Produétion of Po- 
vertvy,and the State of the Poor, 
&c.” produces ftrong reafons a- 
gainfttheinftitution of poor houfes, 
even vhen conduéted on the mott 
humare and economical princi- 
ples; mad in favour of friendly fo- 
Cieties, “ at once the offspring of 
ireedon, and the parents of inde- 
pendence.” He, likewife, propofes 
a plan for the effectual relief of 
the agei poor, by a percentage on 
the eanings of the labourer de- 
pofited in a public fund; which, 
under poper regulations, and aid- 
ed by tle fupport of the wealthy, 
might b« followed by the moft be- 
neficial des. ~ 
The * Refleétions on the Cru- 
elty of ‘nclofing common Field 
Lands, prticularly as it affeéts the 
Church, tnd the Poor,” are found- 
ed in mitpprehenfion and preju- 
dices incompatible with a liberal 
enlightend policy, and a know- 
ledge of he true interefts of the 
church oj the poor. , 
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The“ Three Letters on the 
Subjeét of Tythes and Tythe-affo- 
Ciators, &c.” are full of anger and 
invective againft the advocates for 
the abolition, or commutation of 
tythes, whether lavmen or of the 
Clerical order; but are greatly 
wanting in argument and can- 
dour. 

The “ Enquiry into the Corn 
Laws and Corn Trade of Great 
Britain, and their Influence on the 
Profperity of the Kingdom, with 
Sugveftions for the Improvement 
of the Corn Laws, by the late 
Alexander Dirom, Efg.” is a very 
ingenious af valuable” publica- 
tion, abounding in ttatements and 
reafonings of great national im. 
portance. His grand obje¢t is to 
prove, * that abundance of grain 
at home, and at a moderate price, 
cannot: be obtaihed by importa- 
tion from abroad, and can only be 
fecured by giving fuch liberal ene 
couragement to exportation, as may 
render agriculture, er the raifing 
of corn, the favourite obje& of in- 
duftry in the kingdom.” In efta- 
blifhing this point, he juftly confi- 
ders agriculture to be a manufac- 
ture, which like every other f{pe- 
cies of manufacture may be en- 
couraged by wife laws, or depreffed 
by injudicious regulations. This 
doctrine he fupports by able argu- 
ments, and an appeal to faéts taken 
from the hiftory of this country, 
which ftrike the mind with the 
force of mathematical demonftra- 
tion. .Thefe arguments and facts, 
together with a variety of ingen 
ous calculations, and conclufions, 
connected with, or refulting from 
them, are digefted into five chap- 
ters, in which the author treats, of 
the general ftate of nations with 
refpect to the alimentary fupport 
of mankind, and particularly that 
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of Great Britain; the caufes and 
effets of the feveral corn laws of 
Great Britain, prior to the revolu- 
tion in 1688, the effects of thofe 
Iaws fubfequent to the revolution i 


. a recapitulation of the principa 


heads of the corn laws of Great 
Britain, with tables and remarks 
elucidating the excellence of the 
old fyftem ; and arrangements pro- 
pofed for carrying into execution, 
and giving effeét to the corn laws, 
Tn a Supplement to this Enquiry, 
Mr. Willam Mackie, of Ormifton, 
in FEaft Lothian, confirms Mr. 
Dirom’s doétrine, by bringing 
down the fubjeét from the year 
1784, to the vear 1793, and by 
applying to it the facts and circum- 
flances which have taken place 
during that period. He has alfo 
fuccefsfully combated the opinion 
of doétor Adam Smith, refpecting 
the corn laws. 

The “ Hints for promoting a 
Bee Society,” are publifhed with 
the laudable defign of exciting the 
attention of the public towards an 
object in political economy, which 
has been too much neglected in 
this country, and which is capable 
of uniting together, in no incon- 
fiderable degree, innocent amufe- 
ment and profit, Thefe Hints are 
accompanied with a plate of a hive, 
which appears well adapted to fup- 
ply the proprietor with honey and 
wax, without deflroying or injur- 
ing the induftrious lite labourer 
to whom we are indebied for thofe 
ufeful articles. 

The “ Confiderations on the At- 
tempt of the Eaft India Company 
to become Manufacturers in Great 
Eritain,” have been publifhed in 
confequence of a meafure lately 
adopted by the company, to hire 
a number of mills, and (in techni- 
cal language) throw into organ- 
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zine, their own filk, in large quanti. 
ties, againft the reprefentations, and 
to the prejudice of the merchants 
and manufacturers in the filk trade. 
They- contain a variety of ferious 
and important reflections, of apo. 
litical, and commercial nature, 
which are highly deferving of pubs 
lic attention. The political re. 
flections addrefs themfelves te the 
advocates for the purity and inde. 
pendence of the repreéfenntive 
ody in the houfe of commons, 
which is liable to be effentialy af. 
fected by the influence whic the 
company, always at the dewotion 
of the minifter of the day, mut 
obtain in the different towns and 
boroughs where their manufaéto- 
ries are eftablifhed. But the re- 
fiettions of a commercial nature 
come home to the feelings ofevery 
individual merchant and _sader, 
Should the plan now adoped be 
continued, * and fucceed,’ fays 
the author, “ who can tell b what 
a mifchievous extent the practice 
of the principle may be cirried? 
When the company have once 
tried their ftrength, it wil be at 
their choice and in their mercy, 
what branch of manufaétwe they 
will next invade—whetlrr they 
will print thir own cillicoes ; 
make their own gunpowde; wind, 
fpin, and weave, their owncottons; 
bake and refine their own fugars ; 
or even manufacture thofi articles 
fabricated from our ftapledomeftic 
produce, and which, by tleir char- 
ter, they are obligated t export. 
A calamitous alternatie would 
then be the lot of the pefons who 
are now engaged in {yh manu- 
factures ; unable to trad, to India, 
or to cope in this coutry with 
the gigantic ftrides of amanufac~ 
turing Eaft-India compny, they 
muft either abandon ther purfuitsy 
of 








or he degraded into dependents on 
the all-{weeping monopolifts by 
whom they are injured. Thus, 
evils fin lar to thofe which the 
engrotling of {mall farms has in- 
fisted on the bufbandman, would 
be feverely felt by the individual 
merchant and manufacturer; and 
thus, the advantages refulting from 
the various energies and competi- 
tions of private capital in our ma- 
nufa@ures, would be loft to the 
community.” 


Among the Law publications of 
the year 1796, we meet with “ The 
Jurifdiction of the Lords’ Houfe, 
or Parliament, confidered accord- 
ing to ancient Records, by Lord 
chief Juttice Hale, to which is pre- 
fixed, by ‘the Editor, Francis Har- 
grave, Efq. an introductory Pre- 
face, including a Narrative of that 
Jurifdiction from the Accefiion 
of James J;” lord chief baron 
Gilbert s “ Law of Tenures,” a 
new edition, with a hiftorical in- 
troduétion on the feudal fyttem, 
and copious notes and _ ifluftra- 
tions, by Charles Watkins, efq. 
** Modern Reports, &c.”" a new 
edition, by P. Leach, fq. in 12 
vols, “ Reports of Cafes argued, 
&c. in the Court of King’s Bench, 
to Trinity Term, 36 Geo, III. in- 
clufive, by C..arles Durnford, and 
Edward Hvde Eaft, Efqrs.”” which 
complete the VIth volume of that 
wok ; * Reports of Cafes argued 
and determined in the Court of 
Exchequer, from Eafter Term, 32 
Geo. III. to Trinity Term, 33 Geo. 
IIT. both inclufive, by Alexander 
Anftruther, of Lincoln’s Inn, 


Efg” in 2 vols; “ Reports of 
Cafes argued and ruled at Nifi 
Prius, in the Courts of King’s 
Bench, and Common Pleas,” dur- 
ing the years 1795, and 1796, by 
Ifaac Efpinaffe, of Gray's Inn, efq; 
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“ Reports of Cafes argued in the 
Courts of Common Pleas and Ex- 
chequer Chamber, to Hilary ferm, 
36 (seo, III. inclufive, by Henry 
Biackftone, Efq.” which completes 
the [Id volume of that work; 
* Rules and Orders on the Plea 
Side of the Court of King’s Bench, 
beginning in Eafter Term 1931, 


sand ending in Trinity Term, 


1795,” compiled by Mr. Abbot, 

Clerk of the Rules; “ JurifdiGion 

and Praétice of the Court of Great 

Seffions of Wales, on the Chefter 

Circuit,” faid to be the produc- 

tion of the fame author; “ An 

hiftorical Treatife of a Suit in E- 

quity, &c. by Charles Barton, of 

the Inner Temple, Efq;” “ The 
Practice of the Court of Chance- 

ry, originally publifhed by Jofeph 

Harrifon, of Lincoln’s Inn, Efa. 
and enlarged by John Grithth Wil. 
lias, Efq. with confiderable Ad- 
ditions, &c. by Wilmot Parker, 
Solicitor,” in 2 vols; “ The Prac. 
tice of the Courts of King’s Bench, 
and Common Pleas, by Baker 
John Sellon, Efg;” completed in 
2 vols; “ A brief Expolition of 
the Law relativeto Wills and Tefta- 
ments, &c. by S. W. Nicoll, Efq;” 
« A Digeft of the Laws relative to 
Borough Elections, by S. Hey- 
wood, Efq. Serjeant at Law, Part 
1;” * Cafes in Evidence before 
Committees of Eleétion of the 
Houfe of Commons, by T. E, 
Tomlins, Efq;” the 3d edition, 
revifed, and enlarged, of * A Syf- 
tem of the Law of Marine Infur- 
ance, &c. by J. A. Park, Efq;” 
s© A practical Arrangement of the 
Excite Laws, by A. Highmore, 
Jun.” in 2 vols; the 2d edition, 
confiderably enlarged of “ A Col- 
leétion of Cafes on the Annuit 

Aé&, with an Epitome of the Prac- 
tice relative to the Enrolment of 
Memorials, by W. Hunt, “— of 
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Lincoln’s Inn ;” “ An Abfiraét of, 
and Obfervations on the Statutes 
impoefing Duties on Adiminittra- 
tions, &c. by Peter Lovelafs, of 
the Inner Temple, Conveyancer, 
to be inferted preceding the index 
to the Bth Edition, of the Law’s 
Difpofal, &c ;” * The new Pocket 
Conveyancer, or Attorney's com- 
plete Pocket Book, &c. by James 
Barry bird, of New Inn, Efgq.” in 
2 vols; “ Syilabus of a Courie of 
Leétures on the Laws of England, 
intended to be delivered in purfu- 
ance of an Order of the Honour- 
able Society of Lincoln’s Inn, at 
thir Hall, by Michael Nolan, 
fg; the trials of * William 
Stone,” and Robert Thomas 
Crofsteld, for high Treafon,”” and 
«© of the Bifhop of Bangor, and 
others, for an affault, &c. taken in 
fhort hand, by Jofeph Gusney ;” 
and “ The Hiftory of the Trial of 
Warren Haftings, Efq. late Go- 
vernor general of Bengal, before 
the High Court of Parliament in 
We(tminfter Hall, on an Impeach- 
ment by the Commons of Great 
Britain, for high Crimes and Mifs 


demeanors.” 


Our annual lift of Mathematical 
productions commences with the 
third volume of a valuable publi- 
cation, by baron Maferes, entitled 
“ Scriptores Logarithmici; or, a 
Colleion of feveral curious Traéts 
on the Nature and Conftruétion of 
Logarithms, mentioned in’ Dr, 
Hutton's hifterical Introduction to 
his new Edit'on of Sherwin’s Ma 
thematical Tables: together with 
fome Traéts on the Binomial The- 
orem, and other Subjects conneé- 
ed with the Doé@rine of Lova- 
rithms.” In addition to the nu- 
merous tracts compofing tlis vo- 
lume, judicioufly fele€ted from the 
labours of foreigners as well as na- 
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tives, with amendments and jlluf. 
trations which the editor was em. 
nently qualified to undertake ; he 
has prefenied the mat iematical 
world with: four important treatifes 
of his own, on the method of 
finding the value of flowly con. 
verging infinite feriefes, and the 
reverhon of fuch ferief’s. For the 
various fubjects of the other tracts 
which he has admitted into his col. 
le&ion, we muft refer our readers 
to the work itfelf. The firft and 
fecond volumes were announced 
by usin our Regifter for the year 
1794. 

The volume entitled “ Mr. James 
Bernoulli's Doétrine of Permuta- 
tions and Combinations, and fome 
other ufeful Mathematical Traéts,” 
ufhered before the public by the 
fame learned editor, contains fome 
pieces contained in the above mene 
tioned collection, which, on ac- 
count of their clear and accurate 
method of demonftrating the bi- 
nomial theorem, he has republith- 
ed in a more commodious form, 
to make them generally known to 
matheiatical ftudents; an abridg- 
ment of two original treatifes in 
the fecond volume of the Scrip- 
tores Logarithinici, employed in 
demonftrating fir Ifaac Newton’s 
binomial theorem in the cafe of 
integral and affirmative powers ; 
Dr. Watlis’s difcourfe on combi- 
nations, alterations, and aliquot 
parts; and other republications of 
methods of finding rational num- 
bers that exprefs the fides of right- 
angled triangles, of extrating the 
cune roots of numbers by approx- 
imation, and of refolving affected 
equations of aN degrees by approx- 
imation, together with various 
tables, which promife to prove of 
co fiderable ufe to thofe who ens 
gaye in fuch ftudies. 

« Tre Principles of Algebra, 7 
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William Frend,” have been pub- 
fithed with the defign of removing 
the difficulties in the ftudy of that 
{cience, which half a dozen years’ 
experience, as tutor of a college in 
the univerfity of Cambridge, con- 
vinced the author that young men 
labour under in endeavouring to 
learn it by the common mode. 
One of the principal of thefe is the 
ufe of negative numbers, which he 
rejects as ridiculous and abfurd, 
and offers an explanation of the 
principles of the f{cience, and de- 
duces his folutions by a mode of 
reafoning to which, he conceives, 
there can be no objection. 
likewife, explodes the terms qua- 
dratic, cubic, biquadratic, &c. as 
applied to equations, and the words 
fquare, cube, folid, furfolid, as ap- 
plied to numbers, in order to 
adapt his language to the compre- 
henfion of Engliii fcholars, an. to 
avoid impreffing pofitions on their 
minds, which are not true. Tis 
attempt to fimplity a moft ufc ful 
fcience is highly to be commen. 
ed; and it is entitled to the difpaf- 
fionate and ferious confiderat.on of 
mathematical inftru€tors. Should 
the author’s ideas meet with a fa- 
vourable reception, he propofes 
* to lav down in another volume, 
the principles of fluxions, and the 
methed of increments and dif- 
ferences; to explain farther the 
higher parts, as they are called, ot 
algebra; and to give a ferics of 
pene, adapted to the two vo- 
umes,” 

Mr, Manning’s “ Introduction 
to Arithmetic and Algebra,” is re- 
commended io the ute of ttudents 
by the * laborious exa tnels,”” and 
per{picuity, with which the author 
has explained what is dhcult or 


abitrufe in each oseration that is 
Dae arithmetical part 
tue fvuur 


performed, 
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He, 


rules; and the algebraic extends ta 
the folution of quadratic equa- 
tions. Mr. Manning very hand- 
fomely acknowledges his obliga. 
tions to preceding writers, paitie 
cularly baron Maferes, and Mg, 
W ood, of St. John’s College, Cam. 
bridge. The lait mentiuned gen- 
tleman has lately publifhed a Syf- 
tem of Algebra, pronounced by 
Mr. Manning to be judicious and 
comprehenfive, which we have not 
feen, but which we undeiitapd is 
approved, and very geverally ad- 
opted by the Caubiidge tutors. 
The “ Short Account of the late 
Mr. Reuben Burrow’s Meafure- 
ment of a Degree of Longitude, 
and another of Latitude, near the 
Tropic in Bengal, in the Years 
1790, 1791, by Ifaac Dalby,’’ has 
been drawu up with great atten. 
tion and eare by the editor from 
Mr. Burrow’s manufcripts, left by 
him in an unconnected and unfi- 
nifhed ftate, and wiil be favour- 
abiv received by the mathematical 
world, as it otters an addition to 
the ftock of feientific knowledge. 
Tae refulis of tue ditferent obfer- 
vations give us 60455 fathoms for 
a degree on the meridian, and 
ssyt5 fathoms for a degree of 
longitude, in latitude 23° 28’ N, 
Mr. Kellv’s “ Practical Intro- 
duction to Spherics and nautical 
Attronomy, being at Attempt to 
fiinplify thofe ufetul Sciences, &c.” 
is the production of an author who 
is evidently well acquainted with 
the fubjeéts on which he treats, 
and who has adopted a judicious 
and perfpicuous mode of expiain- 
ing their principies to fuch young 
perfons, as have not previoully 
made any confiderable progrefs ia 
geometry. It is divided into two 
parts. dn the firft par, which 
comprchends f{pherics, Mr. Kelly 
mtroduces che {[cholar, by the mot 


caly 








































{206} DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


eafy and familiar method, to the 
knowledge of ftereographic pro- 
jection, ,and to the folution of the 
moft important ftereographic pro- 
Biems. The fecond part contains 
the application of fpherics to thofe 
problems of aftronomy which are 
moft ufeful at fea, fuch as finding 
the azimuth, amplitude, time, lati- 
tude, longitude, &c. which are 
folved both by projeétion and cal- 
culation. The whole concludes 
with a new method of working the 
lunar obfervations, by fines with- 
out the interference of cofines; 
which is fimple and correét, and 
with the afliftance of the tables in 
Taylor’s Logarithms, calculated to 
feconds, much more expeditiolis 
than the common mode. 

The next work which we have 
to announce is an important and 
interefting one, in point of in- 
formation and entertainment, for 
which the mathematical ftudent 
will acknowledge himfelf much in- 
debted to the author. It is entitled 
«“ A Mathematical and Philofo- 
phical Dictionary: containing an 
Explanation of the Terms, and an 
Account of the feveral Subjects, 
comprized under the Heads Ma- 
thematics, Aftronomy, and Philo- 
fophy ; both natural and experi- 
mental: with an hiftorical Account 
of the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent 
State of thefe Sciences: alfo Me- 
moirs of the Lives and Writings 
of the moft eminent Authors, both 
ancient and modern, who by their 
Difcoveries or Improvements have 
contributed to the Advancement of 
them. With many Cuts and Cop- 

er Plates. By Charles Hutton, 

L.D. F. R. S, &c.” in 2 vols, 
4to. On the well known abilities 
of Dr. Hutton for executing the 
arduous tafk which he undertook, 
it is unneceffary for us to dwell; 
and on the manner ip which it is 


rformed, notwithftanding occga 
fional’ defects and omiffions whicly 
will be difcovered by the eye of g 
well informed and accurate reader 
° . » 
it would be unjuit not to beftow 
a high degree of praife. It is a 
rich repofitory of fcient'fic know. 
ledge; and a judicious direétory to 
the beft fources of that additional 
and more extended information, 
which could not be comprehended 
within the limits to which the av. 
thor was confined. The biogra- 
phical notices, likewife, which it 
contains, of moft of the eminent 
authors who have adorned the ma- 
thematical and philofophical claffes, 
in different periods of the worl 
render it a pleafing as well as ufe. 
ful performance. 

Mr. Jones's “ Englith Syftem of 
Book. keeping by fingle or double 
Entry; in which it is impoffible 
for an Error of the mott trifling 
Moment to pafs unnoticed ; calcu- 
lated effectually to prevent the 
Evils of the Metgod f long eftay 
blifhed, and adapted to every Spe- 
cies of Trade,” is a work of which 
the commercial world had been led 
to form very high expeétations, 
from the advertifements and pro- 
mifes of the author previous to its 
publication. It was alfo prefaced 
with the atteftations of feveral con- 
fiderable merchants to its fuperiog 
excellence. But notwithftanding 
the fanéction of their names, and 
the confident pretenfions in the 
title-page, and the ftill more confi- 
dent pretenfions in the introduc- 
tory part, it has by no means met 
with a reception flattering to the 
author’s vanity. Several able mer- 
chants and accountants have very 
feverely animadverted on Mr. 
Jones's affertion, “ that the Jtalian 
method is the moft infamous and 
cunningly devifed fyftem ever 


formed ; intended only to cover 
in 
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in fecrefy the worft of purpofes 
by fyftematic art.” They have 
afferted, per contra, that the chief 
exceliencies of the new fyftem are 
borrowed from the old; that it has 
not remedied the principal defects 
of the old method; and that, upon 
the whole, greater inconveniences 
than benefits would follow from 
adopting it, particularly ‘in exten- 
five concerns. We leavethofe who 
from practice muft be the beft 
judges, to determine thefe points. 

Mr. Collier, iu his «* Defence of 
double Entry, with a new Arrange- 
ment of the Journal, and Objec- 
tions to Mr. Jones’s new Plan of 
Book-keeping,” joins in the ver- 
dié&t abovementioned, and ably 
maintains the fuperior advantages 
of the Italian fyftem in deteéting 
errors, and the general practice of 
the counting houfe. His new ar- 
rangement of the journal is neat, 
and more concife than that gene- 
rally followed, but more complex, 
and on that account lefs generally 
ufeful. 

Mr. Gofnell’s “ Elucidation of 
the Italian method of Book-keep- 
ing, with Examples calculated to 
fimplify and perfect that long ap- 
a Syftem, and to fupply the 

efeéts of the prefent Prattice ; 
prefaced by free Obfervations on 
Jones’s Englifh Syitem, &c. and 
concluded by concife Strictures on 
Collier's Defence of double En- 
try,” accords, in general, with our 
beft writers on the Italian plan, 
and fatisfaétorily refutes the argu- 
ments drawn from its abufes, a- 
gainft its adequatene{s to its pro- 
feffed purpofes. The improvements 
which he propofes merit the at- 
tention of the commercial world. 
In Mr. Gofnell’s free Obfervations 
on fones’s Syftem, the recom- 
menders of that work come in for 
a proper fhare of animadverfion, 
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on account of their hafty and in- 
judicious teftimony.in favour of 
its merits ; and in his Stri€ures on 
Mr. Collier's Defence of double 
Entry, he confirms our concluding 
remark on that publication, 

The “ Examination of Jones's 
Syftem, &c. by James Mill, Ac- 
countant, and Notary Public,” is 
another well written treatife, which 
clearly demonftrates “ the infuf- 
ficiency of that mode of keeping 
accounts ;”” eftablifhes “ the fupes 
riority of the Italian method, by 
the materials of Mr. Jones’s work be- 
ing formed into a complete fyftem 
of book-keeping by double entry;"* 
and detects grois errors in the pre- 
tended improved plan, which ef- 
fectually deftroy its credit, and 
call “ for fhame to burn the 
cheeks”—not of thofe who would 
not * bury their oppofition in ob- 
livion, and the principles which 
gave that oppolition birth.” 

The “ Letter to Mr. T. Edward 
Jones, on the Inefficacy of his 
Englifh Syftem, &c. by a Mer- 
chant,” is another attack, lefs for- 
midable indeed than the preced- 
ing, but not unfuccefsful, on fome 
of the principles of the new method 
of book-keeping. What the au- 
thor denominates improved planus 
for the wafte book and journal, 
and fhort but infallible rules to 
afcertain the proper fubjeéts or 
parties, which conttitute the debt- 
ors and creditors, in the arrange- 
ment of a merchant’s accounts, we 
leave to the judgment of the count- 
ing houfe. 

* The Stocks examined and coms 
pared, or a Guide to Purchafers in 
the public Funds, &c. by Wiiliam 
Fairman, of the Royal Exchange 
Affurance,” and the treatife enti- 
‘tled “ An Epitome of the Stocks 
and public Funds, &c. by T. For- 
tune,” are both adapted to fupply 
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rfons concerned in buying or 
felling of ftock with ufeful infor- 
mation. The former work is much 
more copious than the latter. 

The volume entitled “* Obferva- 
tions upon military and political 
Affairs, written by General George 
Monk, afterwards created Duke of 
Albemarle, &c. illuftrated with en- 
graved Pjates,” is republithed from 
an impreffion that made its firft 
appearance during the ftruggles be- 
tween Charles 1. and the parlia- 
ment. As a compendium of the 
flate of military tactics at that pe- 
riod, it is an objeét of confiderable 
curiofity; and it contains many 
remarks and hints which may be 
read with profit by the modern 
foldier. 

Lieutenant colonel Hanger’s 
treatife entitled “* Military Refiec- 
tions on the Attack and Defence 
of the City of London; proved by 
the Author to have been the mott 
vulnerable Part of Confequence in 
the whole Iffand, in the Situation 
it was leftin the Year 1794, &c.” 
although it may not completely 
fatisfy the reader that his leading 
ftatements, and the arguments by 
which he fupports them, are un- 
affailable, yet it will be acknow- 
ledged to contain much important 
As interefting matter, which de- 
ferves general attention, as well as 
that of military men. 

The next work which we have 
to introduce is diftinguifhed by 
marks of good fenfe, ingenuity, 
and originality, that render it 
worthy the notice not only of civil 
engineers, and artifts, but of thofe 
public-fpirited gentlemen who are 
active in promoting the internal 
improvement of the kingdom. The 
fubjects on which it treats will be 
underftood from the title, which 
is “ A Treatife on the Improve- 
ment of Canal Navigation; exhi- 
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biting the numerous Advantages to 
be derived from fmall Canals, and 
Boats of two to five Feet wide, 
containing from two to five Tons 
Burthen. With a Defcription of 
the Machinery for facilitating Con- 
veyance by Water through the 
mo& mountainous Countries, in. 
dependent of Locks and Ague- 
ducts: including Obfervations on 
the great Importance of Water 
Communications, with Thoughts 
on, and Defigns for, Aquedués 
and Bridges, of Iron and Wood, 
illuftrated with feventeen Plates, 
By R. Fulton, Civil Engineer.” 
The “ Gothic Ornaments in the 
Cathedral Church of York, drawn 
and etched by Jofeph Halfpenny,” 
publifhed in numbers, containing 
five plates each, and of which fe. 
ven have already appeared, are ex- 
ecuted with accuracy, and beauty, 
and will prove an acceptable pre- 
fent to thofe who wifh to revive 
the ftudy of that ftyle of architec- 
ture. So, likewife, will the * Spe- 
cimens of Gothic Ornaments, fe- 
leéted from the Parifh Church of 
Lavenham, in Suffolk, on forty 
tates,” which are ** choice exam- 


ples” of elegant remains of the 
art, 
The ‘ Philofophical Tranfac- 


tions of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don, for the Year 1796,” prefent 
us with various papers in pure, 
and mixed mathematics, and in 
anatomy, fome of which poffefs 
confiderable merit. Under the firft 
head we meet with a neat and con- 
cife Algebraic Demonftration of 
Newton’s Binomial Theorem, by 
the rev. Mr. Sewell; a very im- 
portant paper on the Conftruction 
and Analyfis of Geometrical Pro- 
pofitions, determining the Pofitions 
afflumed by homogeneal Bodies 
which float freelygand at reft, on 
a Fluid’s Surface, and devermainits 

alle 





alfo the Stability of Ships, and of 
other Floating Bodies, by George 
Atwood, Efq 5 an improvement of 
Mr. Jones’s and Mr. Emerfon’s 
Computation of the Hyperbolic 
Logarithm of 10, by the Rev. Mr. 
Hellings ; ; and an ingenious article, 
in the French language, by M. Si- 
mon L’Huilier, recommending a 
new elementary Mode of deducing 
the Exponential Quanti ties,and Tri- 
gonometrical Properties of Circular 
Arcs. The moft valuable articles 
in mixed mathematics are, Dr. Her- 
{che!’s communications relative to 
the Changes that happen to the Fixed 
Stars,and rhisC atalogues of theircom- 
parative Brightnefs, for afcertain- 
ing the Permanency of their Luftre ; 
Mr. Brougham’s curious and nice 
Experiments, on the Inflection, Re- 
flection, and Colours of Light; Mr. 
Macdonald’s careful and accurate 
Obfervations on the diurnal Varia- 
tion of the Magnetic Needle, at 
Fort Marlborough, in the Ifland of 
Sumatra; Dr. Grey’s Account of, 
and Obfervations on the Earthquake 
felt in various parts of England, 
Nov. 18, 1795; Dr. Pearfon’s Ob- 
fervations on fome ancient metallic 
Aims and Utenfils, with Experi- 
ments to determine their Compofi- 
tion; and an Analyfis of the Ca- 
rinthian Molybdate of Lead, with 
Experiments on the Molybdic Acid, 
and on the Decompofition of the 
Sulphate of Ammoniac, by Charles 
Hatchett, Efg.—The anatomical 
articles were furnifhed by Mr, 
Home, and confift of his Croonian 
Lecture on Mufcular Motion, fome 
particulars in the Anatomy of the 
Whale, and a Defcription of the 
Anatomy of the Sea Otter, from a 
diftfion made jointly by himfelf 
and Mr. Archibald Menzies. Some 
of the other articles which the two 
parts of this annual publication com- 
1799. 
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prize, would deferve to be diftin@ly 
noticed, were our limits lefs ree 
{tricted. 

Diting the prefent vear, the Li- 
terary and Philofophical Society of 
Manchefter have publithed the ‘Tld 
part of the 1Vth volume of their 
*¢ Memoirs.”” Among the mathe- 
matical and philofophical papers 
which this volume contains, we find 
an Inveftigation of the Laws of Mo- 
tion of a Cylinder, compelled by 
the repeated Strokes of a falling 
Block to penetrate an Obftacle, the 
Refiftance of which is an invariable 
Force, by Mr. Gough; Obferva- 
tions on the Flints of Chalk Be ds, 
by Dr. Beddoes; curious and We 
terefting Experiments and Obfer- 
vations on the Vegetation of Seeds, 
by Mr. Gough ; and fome valuable 
Me teorologic ul Obfervations, col- 
lected and arranged by Dr. Gar- 
net. Dr, Bardfley’ s Obfervations 
on Canine and Spontaneous Hydro- 
phobia, with the relation of an ex- 
traordinary Cafe, and his Remarks 
on Medical Writers on this fubject, 
alfo merit praife. Of the remains 
ing articles of this pubNeation, fome 
will be found in the preceding de- 
partments of our prefent volume : 
and the others, which are par tly 
on economical fubjects, and pa rtly 
to be referred to the head of anti- 
quities, will not be thought un- 
worthy of infertion in the Memoirs 
of the Society. 

The example of Manchefter, in 
for ming a pro wincial affociation for 
promoting the interefts of {cience 
and literature, has been laudably 
followed in the pr incipal city of the 
weft of England. At lxeter, a fo- 
ciety of ¢ gel itlemen have combined 
their talents in offering to the pub- 
lic a volume of * Effays,”’ on to- 
pics chiefly in polite literature and 


criticiim, which they have chofen 
) to 
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to ufher into the world without the 
names of the authors. We have 
introduced the notice of it in this 
place, on account of the {cientific 
papers which it includes. Thefe 
are fome curious and novel Obferva- 
tions on Light, particularly on its 
Combination and Separation as a 
Chemical Principle; ingenious Re- 
flelions on the Compofition and 
Decompofition of the Atmofphere, 
as influencing Meteorological Phe- 
nomena; fome curfory Remarks on 
the prefent State of Philofophy and 
Science; and an Effay on the Iris, 
explaining the motions and effects 
of that membrane on the pupil; 
in which, contrary to the com- 
mon opinion, the author maintains 
that the iris is in its active ftate 
when the pupil is dilated, and in 
its paflive itate whea the pupil is 
contracted. The remaining effays 
are mifcellaneous; fome hiftorieal, 
fome critical, fome poetical, and 
fome whimfical, from which the 
reader may derivé information and 
entertainment. 

During the prefent year, the 
Fourth and Fifth volumes of 
“ the Repertory of Aits and Ma- 
nufactures, confifting of original 


Communications, &c.” have been 
completed, and = maintain the 
fame character with the pre- 


ceding, which we have announc- 
ed in the order of their appear- 
ance. 

Among the publications of tndi- 
viduals in natural philofophy we 
find an interefting and ufeful work, 
in 3 vols. entitled * the Econemy 
of Nature explained and illuftrated 
on the Principles of medern Philo- 
fophy, by G. Gregory, D. D.” 
Thete volumes contain a pleating 
compendiun: of the various branches 
of phvfical knowledpe, for the uie 
of “all whole curiofity would lead 
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them to take a general furvey of 
nature —for all, in particular, who 
wifh to anderftand the elements and 
principles of natural hiftory ;” the 
materials of which have been col. 
leéted with much diligence and care 
digefted aud arranged with judg. 
ment and perfpicuity, and cloathed 
in popular and elegant laneuage, 
The whole work is divided into 
ten books, fubdivided into chapters, 
which treat of the general properties 
of matter; ofthe Nature of Fire; of 
Light and Colours; of Electricity ; of 
Air; of Mineral Subftances, and the 
ftructure of the Earth; of Water; 
of Vegetables ; of Animals, and par- 
ticularly of Man; and of the Hu- 
man Mind. Thefe volumes are 
luftrated with forty-fix plates, 
*¢ ‘The Studies of Nature, by James 
Henry Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, 
tranflated by Henry Hunter, D. D.” 
wt vols. with 5 plates, will like- 
wife prove an acceptable and uleful 
prefent to young and inquiftive 
minds. Together with numerous 
ingenious, intermixed with fome 
fanciful theories, they contain a 
large fund of ftriking phyfical facts, 
detailed in animated and _ poetic 
language, and applied in a pleafing 
illuftration of the arguments for an 
intelligent firft caufe, and fuper- 
intending Providence, and in a re- 
futation of the objections drawn 
from partial views of the works of 
nature. The fifth volume, which 
is fupplementary, is compofed of the 
much admired tale, called Paul and 
Virginia, and a fhort piece of the 
fame kind, entitled Arcadia. Dr. 
James Hutton’s “ Theory of the 
Earth, with Proofs and Itluftra- 
tions,” in 2 volumes, is a laborious 
attempt to fupport the doctrines re- 
fpecsting the origin of the earth, 
&c. which were originally publifhed 
in the Tranfaétions of the Royal 
Sociely 
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Seciety of Edinburgh, and noticed 
in our Regiiter for the year 1788, 
in opnofition to the obj: Mi of 
Mr. Kirwan, and the reafonings of 
M. De Luc, M. Sauffure, and other 
modern geologifts. In purfuing his 
objeét, he is bold in his conjectures 
and hy pothefes, and often very in- 
genious in arguing from the facts 
which he has collected ; but we can- 
not vet pronounce him fuccefsful in 
eftablifhing his theory. Mr. King’s 
s* Remarks concerning Stones faid 
to have fallen from the Clouds, both 
in thefe Days and in ancient Times,” 
difplay no {mall portion of learning, 
and, many wicked modern philofo- 
hers will add, no {mall portion of 
credulity. They will pronounce hits 
facts to be tricks or delufions; and, 
even admitting for the fake of the 
argument their poflibility, difpute, 
with their accuftomed pertinaciry, 
the theory on which he attempts to 
account for fuch marvellous phe- 
nomena. Mr. Lyon’s “ Account of 
feveral new and interefting Pheno- 
mena, difcovered in examining the 
Bodies of a Man and four Hor les, 
killed by Lightning, near Dover, 
in Kent,”? details fome curious cir- 
cumftances, worthy the attention 
of eleQtricians : but we have not 
been able to difcover that the 
principles on which he end: avours 
to explain them, are more fatif- 
faory than thofe of the Frank- 
linian fchool. Mr. Bent’s “ Me- 
tcorological Journals of the Years 
1794 and i795» kept in London,” 
and publifhed in feparate treatiles, 
are equally accurate with his former 
publications; and rendered more 
extenfively ufeful, by obfervations 
on the difeafes of each month in 
the city and fuburbs, and remarks 


on the ftate of the air, vegetation, 
&e, &e. 


Our next lift, that of articles in 
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the various branches of Chemittry, 
is unufuaily barren. In the agrial 
department, we claim the right of 
inferting in our Catalogue of Do- 
meftic Literature Dr. Prieftley’s 
*¢ Experiments and Obtervations re- 
lating to the Analyfis of Atmofphe- 
rical Air, &c.’’ originally printed 
in the Tranfations of the Ameri- 
can Philofophical Society. This 
‘lreatife contains, in addition to 
what is. above mentioned, farther 
Experiments relating to the Gene. 
ration of Air from Water; and 
confiderations on the Doétrine of 
Phlogifton, and the Decompofition 
of Water, addreffed to Meflrs. Ber- 
thollet De la Place, and other emi- 

nent French chemifts, who have 
been the moft confpicuous fupport- 
ers of the fyftem of Lavoifier. The 
object of Dr. Prieftley is, to affign 
additional reafons for adhering to 
his former opinions, notwithftand- 
ing that in this age of revolutions, 
philofophical as well as civil, he is 
left to maintain the conteft almoft 
alone; and, by propofing new ob- 
jections to the Irench theory, to 
invite its advocates to frefh difcuf- 
fion, which “ perhaps may be the 
means of bringing out fomething 
more decifive in point of faé or of 
argument, than has hitherto appear- 
ed.” This work, like the author’s 
former diicuthons, bears the marks 
of unremitting affiduity, and is tem- 
perare, ingenueus, and candid. Dr. 
Peart’s * itfiv on the Compofition 
and Properties of Water,” may be 
confidered as fupplementary to his 
treatife noticed in our lJaft volume, 
as its defign is part'y to reiterate his 
attack on the doétrines of M. La- 
voilier, an { partiy to fupport his 
former work in oppofition to the 
criticifms of different reviewers. We 
do not imagine, however, that what 
he has farther advanced in the pub- 
lication before us will induce either 
O02 the 
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the disciples of the new {chool to 
pronounce him a formidable anta- 
gonitt, or his reviewers to alter their 
verdiat. Dr. Dickfon’s ** Effays on 
Chemical Nomenclature, in which 
are comprehended Obtervations on 
the fame Subject, by Richard Kir- 
wan, LL.D. &c.’’ is intended to 
fhew, “ that the language of che- 
miftry is not effentially or radically 
faulty; that it is capable of being 
reformed without being new mo- 
delled ; and that the fteady efta- 
blifhment and judicious augmenta- 
tion of the ancient nomenclature 
would be much more favourable to 
the advancement of {cience than the 
introduction of any entire fyftem of 
new technical names.”’ Thefe topics 
employ the author in eight chap- 
ters, in which he difplays fuch in- 
genuity, learning, and information, 
as cannot fail to render his work 
highly interefting even to thofe 
who may not concur with him in 
opinion. The laft article we have 
to mention under this head, and 
which belongs to It more proper- 
ly than to the following, is M. 
Sckhmeifer’s tranflation from the 
German ot M. Von Uflar’s ** Che- 
mico-phyfiological Obifervations on 
Plants ;°’ containin 


x fome ingenious 
remarks on the ftructure and eco- 
nomy of vegetables, and particu- 

of 23 *) “ . : ¢ } ee ° ace 
lariv on them iu ritabilitv., which 


ferve to elucidate thofe curious and 
interefting fubjects. 

In enumerating the publications 
of the year in Natural Hiitory, we 
have to announce the appearance of 
Ild and Illd volumes of Mr. 
Lewin’s fplendid work entitled * the 
Birds of Great Britan 


- _ . a. 8 
s\ arian ed, t0. 4 « 


> 
hia 


i Os 
‘) rat we 


volume, 


} {aid 
former in our laft 
Regiiter, is applicable to thofe be- 
fore us: and we have only to add, 
that they contain a great varlery 


or th 
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of fpecies too numerous to be des 
tailed by us, accompanied with 
fourteen plates of egos, “ The Ca. 
binet of Quadrupeds, confifting of 
highly-finifhed Engravings, by. Jas, 
Tookey, and Paton Thompton, from 
elegant Drawings, by Julius Ibbet. 
fon, R. A. many of them fketched 
from the Animals in their native 
Climes, with hiftorical and {cien, 
tific Defcriptions, by John Church, 
Surgeon,” is a work that does great 
credit to the artifts employed, and 
mult recommend itfelf, from its ac. 
curacy and uncommon elegance, to 
all lovers of natural hiftory, and to 
all men of tafle. It is publithed in 
numbers, the whole intended to a- 
mount to fifty; of which fix have 
already appeared, each confifting of 
two plates, and feveral pages of 
beautiful typography. The “ Syf- 
tem of Natural Hittory, adapted for 
the Infiruction of Youth, in the 
form of Dialogue, originally writ- 
ten in German by Profeflor Raff, of 
Gottingen, &c.”’ is drawn up ina 
method partly familiar, and partly 
{cientific, and contains much im- 
portant and curious information, 
particularly on the fubjeét ot birds, 
infects, and quadrupeds. It ts ac- 
companied with twelve engraved 
plates, containing a great variety of 
figures; and deferves to be re- 
commended as an_ introductory 
work, proper to be placed in the 
hands of young perfons, to create 
in their minds a relifh for the more 
extended and ufeful knowledge to 
be acquired by the regular itudy 
of the fcience. On the elegance of 
the tranflator’s ftyle we have little 
praife to beftow, The next publi- 
cations we have to introduce to our 
readers are part of athighly fplendid 
work publifhed under the patronage 
of the direétors of the -Eaft-India 
company, and the fuperintendance 
of Sir Jofeph Banks, with the al- 

3 fiftance 


fiftance of Dr. Ruffel; which pro- 
mites to do great honour to all the 
arties concerned, They are the 


Vt. and Ild. Fafciculi of “ Plants 


of the Coaft ot Coromande! ; felest 

ed from Drawings and Defcriptions 
refented to the Honourable Court 
of Directors, &c. by William Rox. 

burgh, M. D.” This work is to 
confift of fele&tions from five hun- 
dred drawings made by Dr. Rox- 
burgh, w hile carrying into execu- 
tion a plan formed by Dr. Ruflel, 

and approved by the court of di- 
rectors; and from MSS. and {peci- 
mens in the poife fl m of the prefi- 
dent of the Royal Society, by J. G. 
Koeng, a pupil of Linaseus. who 
{pent nearly twenty years in the 
diligent ftudy of the natural hiftory 
of India. ‘Thefe Fafciculi contain 
fifty beautiful engravings. The 
“ Introduction to (otany, in a 
Series of familiar Letters, with illuf- 
trative Engr avings, by Prifcilla 
Wakefield,” is ingenioufly adapt- 
ed to familiarize the firft prin- 
ciples of that icience to young 
minds, and to excite in them a de. 
fire to become acquainted with more 
comprehentive publications ‘10 the 
local botanical ftudent, the ited 

ing work will prove u'eful: * Lior- 
tus Botanicus Gippovicenfis ; or, an 
Enumeration of the Plants cult ie 
vated in Dr. Coyte’s botanical Gar- 


den at Ipfwich, in the County of 


Suffolk ; alfo their generic Charac- 
ters; Englifh Names; the Natives 
of Britain particularized ; the Ex- 
otics, where beft preferved, and their 
Dusation ; with occafional botanical 
Obfervations.” 


Among the Agricultural publica- 
Gons of ‘the year we mult clats the 
feveral Papers in the * Tranfac- 
tions of the Society inilituted at 
London, for the Encouragement 
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of Arts, ManufaQures, and Com- 

merce,” that relate to planting, em- 

banking and draining, and the cul- 

ture of different k nds of foil, and 

to machines and utenfils adapted 

to the improveme nt of huibandry ; 

from which gentlemen of janded 
eftates, and the practical farmer, 
may derive ufeful infoimation, 

But the moft important work in 
this department is Mr. Marfhall’s 
** Rural Economy of the Wett of 
England, including Devonth're, and 
parts of Somertetfhire, Dorfetinire, 
and Cornwall, together with Mi- 
nutes in Practice,” in 2 volumes, 
Thefe volumes are part of the au- 
thor’s general work, with the nae 
ture and value of wiica the public 

are futhicientiy acqua unted, and offer 
a great variety of remarks, and judi- 
cious hints, rel: iting to fari ning ,and 
the ditfcrent branches of rural ec OnO- 
my, by whieh Britifh hutbandmen in 
geveral, and the cultivators of the di- 
{tricts under confideration in particu- 
lar, may greatly profit; and tor which 
thofe who ftaugy agriculture as an 
amutement, as well as for bufincfs, 
will confider themlelves greatly in- 
debted to him Dr. Anderton’s 
Iild vol. of  Effayvs rejating to 
Aviiculture and rural Affairs,’? will 
alio be received with pleature, as 
containing a mats of well digetted 
and intercfling practical intorma- 
tion. ‘Liefe eflays are three in 
number. The firit is on the obe 
{tacles to the advancement of agri- 
culture in Eagland, and the means 
of removing them. The fecond, 
is divided into two parts, on the 
improvement of walte lands, by 
means of culture, and by planting 
trees. The third contains hints ou 
the economical confumprtion of an 
produce of a farm. ‘To the wh 

he has added tome curfory remarks 
on the Corn Laws of Great Britain, 
O 3 in 
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in which he is the more concife, as 
his fentiments nearly coincide with 
thofe of Mr Dirom, already no- 
ticed by us. The trearife entitled 
« Foreign Agrivulture, or, an Effay 
on the comparative Acvantages of 
Oxen for Tillage, in Competition 
with Horfes, being the Refult of 

ractical hufbandry, by the Cheva- 
Fier de Monroy, &c. felected from 
Communications in the Fren: h Lan- 
guage, with additional Notes, by John 
Talbot Dillon, Efq.” recommends a 
practice, approved of and encouraged 
by fome of our ableft agri: ulturifts, 
but adds nothing to the information 
we already poff'f. on the fubject. 
Dr. Hunters ‘ Outlines of Agri- 
culture,” whatever may be the opi- 
nion entertained refpecting the truth 
of his chemical principles, and the 
validity of the arguments by which 
he endeavours to fupport them, offer 
fome valuable remarks to the farmer 
who will take the trouble of think- 
ing be‘ore he fows his feed; and his 
attention is alio due to a little trea- 
tife entitled, ** A New Method of 
raifing Wheat for a Series of Years 
on the fame Land,’ pointing out 
the advantages of tran{fplantations, 
publithed under the patronage, if it 
do not proceed from the pen of the 
fame public-{pirtted gentleman, — 
The * General View of the Agri- 
culture of the County of Lancafter, 
with Obtervations on the Means of 
its Improvement, drawn up for the 
Confideration of the Board of Agri- 
culture, from the Communications 
of Mr Joba Holt. &c. and the ad- 
ditional Remarks of feveral refpec- 
table Gentlemen and Farmers in the 
County,” has been pubtifhed in 
pui‘uance of a refolution recom- 
menced to the board, by their pre- 
fident, Sir John Sinclair, in his ad- 
drefs on the 29th of July 1794; 
the fubftance of which is inferted in 
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our Regifter for that year. Thap 
it ** is not in the power of any bod 

of men to obtain perfection in fuch 
enquiries at once, whatever may be 
their views, or the extent or the vi. 
gour of their exertions,’’ the candid 
reader will readily admit. But he 
will be forced to admit likewife, 
that the publication before us bears 
evident marks of hafte and inaccu. 
racy, from which it might have 
heen preferved by the proper exer- 
cife of a moderate fhare of attention 
and knowledge; and he will lament 
that it is rendered lefs convenient 
and ufeful than is certainly defirable, 
by the want of a table of contents, 
and an index. But notwithftanding 
thefe deteéts, he will find that it con- 
tains much ufeful, and fome curious 
and interefting information : purti- 
cularly relating to the culture of 
potatoes, the improvement of mofles, 
manures, the tirefhing machine, 
cow keeping, and tome branches of 
horticulture, which will recomp:nfe 
him for the trouble of a caretul per- 
ufal. The * General View of the 
Agriculture of the County of Kent,” 
has been publifhed under the fame 
aufpices with the ’ laft-mentioned 
work, and on the fame plan: and 
although we cannot pronounce it 
free from fimilar defecis with the 
preceding, and fiom other objec- 
tionable parts, particularly where 
the author difcuffes fubjeéts in poli- 
tical economy, it will be found, 
nevertheleis, to contain much ufeful 
information for the practical farmer. 
We fhall, probably, in our next vo- 
lume, have to announce the appéear- 
ance of feveral publications, of the 
fame nature with the two- laft 
mentioned, «s the Board of Agricul 
ture have received reports of furs 
veys, and fubfequent remarks on 
thofe reports, from moft of the 


counties in Great Britain ; -= 
ar 














are intended, the greater part if not 
the whole of them, to be committed 
to the prefs, as foon they are deemed 
fit for publication. Mr. Kirkpatrick's 
« Account of the Manner in which 
Potatoes are cultivated and preferv- 
ed, and the Ufes to which they are 
applied in the Counties of Lancaf- 
ter and Chefter,”’ &c. and the ano- 
nymous “ Account of the Culture 
of*Potatoes in Ireland,” are both 


the evident refults of confiderable 


experience, deliver their directions 
with great perfpicuity and fimph- 
citv, and merit the attention of all 
cultivators of that valuable root. 
Mr. Lindley’s ‘ Plan for an Or- 
chard, exhibiting at one View, a 
felect Quantity of Trees fufficient for 
planting an Acre of Land, properly 
arranged according to their ufual 
fize of Growth, and Hardinefs of 
Bearing, &c. &c.”’ will be ufeful to 
thofe who with to lay out fuch a 
plantation, and to ftock it with the 
fpecies and varieties that may afford 
fruit, proper for the table and 
the kitchen, in regular fucceflion 
throughout the feafon. 


Among the publications of the 
year which belong to the head of 
Anatomy, Surgery, and Medicine, 
we meet with the commencement 
of a work which has excited much 
curiofity among profeffional men, 
and promifes, when compieted, 
to prove of confiderable impor- 
tance to the interefts of Science. It 
is entitled, ** a Syftem of Compa- 
rative Anatomy and Phyfiology, by 
B. Harwood, M. D. F.R.S. &c. 
Profeflor of Anatomy in the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, &c. Fafci- 
culus I,” quarto. This Fafcicu- 
lus confifts of feventy-two pages 
of letter prefs, illuftrated with 
fifteen plates. The greater part 
is divided into fourteen feétions, 
which, befides preliminary matter 
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explanatory of the author's obje& 
in the work, and a fhort account 
of the brain and organs of fenfe, 
treat of the olfactory organs ia 
man, in herbivorous and carnivo- 
rous quadrupeds, in birds, in fifhes, 
and in amphibia, which are feve- 
rally compared, and followed by 
the author’s phyfiological conclu- 
fions. In thefe feétions Dr. Har- 
wood will be allowed to difplay 
much ingenuity, by thofe who may 
not in every initance be entirely 
fatisfied with his conclufions, or 
with the plan which he has follow- 
ed. The remaining part of the 
letter-prefs is employed in explain- 
ing the plates, which are accurate, 
and beautiful, and exhibit various 
parts of the olfactory organs in va- 
rious animals, on which the au- 
thor’s reafonings are founded. Mr. 
Davidfon’s “ Obfervations anato- 
mical, phyfiological, and patholo- 
gical, on the Pulmo ary Syitem, 
&c. tending to eftablifh a new Pa- 
thology of the Lungs, &c.” con- 
tain accounts of the laudable ex- 
ertions of an ingenious and atten- 
tive practitioner to cure pulmona- 
ry hemorrhages and ulcerations, 
to which he Was direéted bv re- 
fleétions on the anatomy and phy-~ 
fiology of the parts, and which in 
fome ttriking initances were at- 
tended with extraordinary fuccets, 
Without admitting that they efta- 
blifh the author’s new fyftem, we 
think them worthy of the ferious 
notice of the faculty, as well as the 
author’s pharmaceutical remarks 
in the appendix. The object of 
Dr. James Hamilton, junr.’s Ob. 
fervations on the Seats and Caufes 
of Difeafes, illuftrated by the Dif- 
feétions of the late Profeflor Mor- 
gagni, of Padua, vol. I.” is to 
retain only the facts witneffed by 
Morgagni, or his preceptor Val- 
falva, or that feem eftablifhed on 

O4 unequi- 
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unequivocal authority; to new ar- 
range the whole; to prefix.to each 
collection of cafes, a view of the 
general fymptoms and feat of the 
difeafe; and to add obfervations 
on the caufes, and remarks on the 
hiftories detailed.” Such a plan, 
executed with the attention and 
judgment which the volume beiore 
us cifplays, cannot but prove ac- 
ceptable and ufeful to medical prac- 
titioners, The next work. which 
calls for our notice is highly f{plen- 
did, both with refpect to the typo- 
graphy and the accompanying en- 
gravings. It is entitled, « Obfer- 
vations on the Mechanifm of the 
Horte’s Foot; its natural Spring ex- 
plained, and a Mode of Shoeing re- 
commended, by which the Foot is 
defended from external Injury, 
with the leaft Impediment to its 
Spring; iluftrated by copper-plates : 
by Strickland Freeman, Kfq.’? The 
principal value of this work confitts 
in the plates; which, although they 
do not difplay perfe& anatomical 
reprefentations of the horfe’s foot, 
fuch as are neceflary for a perfon 
who would qualify himfelf for cur- 
ing the difeafes of that part, yet 
will be found ufeful in iNuftrating 
that method of fhoeing, which is beit 
adapted to the natural form and 
motion of the animal. But the ex- 
peniive fhape in which the work 
appears, muft render its circulation, 
ainong thofe who would chiefly pro- 
fit by it, very reftricted. 

Mr. Lara’s ** Diétionary of Sur- 
gery. or the voung Surg: on’s Pocket 
Aihitant,’? appears to have been 
caiciully compiled from approved 
and {tandard works, and to contain 
fuch pratical directions as will be 
uletul to inexoverienced practitioners 
who have not the opportunity of 
contulting the originals. For the 
tranflation from the Spanith of “a 
new Method of operating for the 


Femoral Hernia, by Don Antonie 
de Gimbernat, Surgeon to the King 
of Spain, with plates,” the Englith 
furgeon is indebted to Dr. Beddoes; 
and it claims his attention from the 
fuecefs, the eafe, and convenience to 
the patient with which it has been 
practifed. By this new method, 
which cannot be explained without 
the plates, the tranflator afferts that 
the patient, will infallibly recover, 
To the original work Dr. Beddoes 
has added Queries, refpeéting a 
fafer mode of performing inocula. 
tion by diluting the variolous matter, 
and the ufe of mercury in the treat- 
ment of certain fevers. Mr. Home's 
« Practical Obfervations on the 
Treatment of Strictures in the Ure- 
thra,”’ contain a very able defence 
of ‘the practice, originally recom- 
mended by the late Mr. Hunter, of 
applying cauftic in the difeafe above- 
mentioned, with improvements in 
the mode of ufing it; and an enu- 
meration of the cafes which fatisfac- 
torily eftablifh the propriety and 
extenfive utility of that practice. 
The “ Dialogues between a Pupil 
of the late John Hunter, and Jefle 
Foot, &c.” are intended to de- 
preciate the labours and character 
of the former, and to expole to 
ridicule fome of the opinions and 
reafonings of Dr. Darwin, in which 
he has concurred with Mr. Hunter. 
They are not to be commended for 
the modefty or liberality which they 
difplay ; and abound in affertions 
more than appeals to facts. *¢ The 
Hiftorv of the Inoculation of the 
Small Pox in Great Britian, compre- 
bending a Review ofall the Publi- 
cations on the Subject, with an ex- 
perimental Enquiry into the relative 
Advantages of every Meafure which 
has been deemed necellary i the 
Procefs of Inoculation, by William 
Woodville, M. D. Phyfician to the 


Small Pox and Inoculation Hofpt- 
tals, 










tals,” in 2 Vols. is a work which 
the well-known abilities and judg- 
ment of the author, and hts pro- 
fefional fituation peculiarly quali- 
fed him to undertake ; and which 
cannot fail of proving highly in- 
terefting to medical men, and ge- 
neral readers. ‘* the Inoculator, 
or Suttonian Syftem of Inoculation, 
fully fet forth in a plain and fami- 
jiar manner, by Daniel Sutton, 
Surgeon,’’ contains many ufeful 
and important practical obferva- 
tions, which merit the atiention of 
profeffional men ; but not unmixed 
with affertions and opinions that 
will not be implicitly received in the 
refent ftate of knowledge upon 
the fubjeét. Mrs, Stephens’s * Do- 
meftic Midwife, or the beft Means 
of preventing Danger in Child-’ 
Birth,” contains fimple and plain 
directions on the fubsect, which the 
appears to have derived from an 
acquaintance with the beft writers 
on the obitetric art, united with ex- 
perience. We cannot fay that fhe 
is very liberal in her reflections on 
male practitioners. Mr. Sheldrake's 
« Obfervations 6n the Caufes of 
Diftortions of the Legs of Children, 
and the Confequences of the porni- 
cious Means generaliy ufed with the 
Intention of curing them, &c.” 
offer many remarks and reafonings 
that are entitled to refpectful notice 5 
but with refpeét to the particulars 
of his own method of cure (in 
many initances, we doubt not, very 
efficacious) he is not very commu- 
nicative: The * Complete Ditti- 
onary of Farriery and Horfeman- 
fhip, &c. compiled from the beft 
Authors, by J. Hunter, Veterina- 
rian.’ is a work of con&dcrable 
merit ; and, from the freedom with 
which the author has iclected ma- 
terials from Wallis’s Farrier's Ditti- 
onary, may be recommended as an 
improvement of that ouce popular 
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treatife. Mr. ‘iaplin’s « Compens 
dium of practical and experimental 
Karriery, &c.’ 


may 2l.o be recom’ 
mende ' 


. as containing much va- 
luable advice with refpect to the 
en of the generous and ufeful 
in our Regifter for the year 1794 
we introduced to our readers the fi tt 
volume of Dr. Darwin’s very inveni- 
ous and entertaining work entitled 
*«¢ Zoonomia, or the Laws of Orea- 
nic Lite.” During the prefent vear 
he has publifhed a fecond volume 
which completes his plan, and con- 
tains the practical application of the 
principles before laid down. It is 
divided into two parts; the former 
containing a catalogue of difeafes 
diftributed according to their proxi- 
mate caules, with their fubfequent 
orders, genera, and fpecies, and 
with their methods of cure: and 
the latter, the article of the materia 
med a, with an account of the Ope- 
ration of cn edicine. The fame 
extenfive information, depth of 
thought, acutenefs, and originality 
are duplayed in the pretent, as 
were fo confpicuous in the preced- 
ing — ; and thofe of his read. 
ers who may not coincide wi 
author in his {vitem of seed 
lofophy, will, neverthelefs, acknow- 
ledge themftelves indebted to him 
for a large fhare.of entertainment 
and many valuable practical diréc- 
tions Dr. Duncaa’s “ Medical 
Commentaries tor the Year 1794 
&c.” and * for the Year 1795; &c.” 
like the preceding volumes of that 
weli-known work, contain ufeful 
analyles of feveral modern publica- 
tions, and a vaiiety of obfervations 
reflections, and curious fa¢ts, « hich 
will contribute to the ex:‘enfion of 
medical knowledge. The collec- 
tion of * Medical Extradés, on the 
Nature of Health, with practical 
Obicrvations, &c. by a Friend to 
Improve- 
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Improvements, in 3 vols.” confifts 
of a variety of faéts and opinions, 
from modern writers, not injudici- 
oufly feleéted and arranged; and 
intended to contribute to the efta- 
blifiment of a new and philofophi- 
cal practice of phyfic, on the bafis 
_of the pneumatic chemiftry in con- 
nexion with the Brunonian theory. 
Dr. Sinnot’s “ Obfervations tend- 
ing to fhew the Mifmmanagement of 
the Medical Department of the 
Army, with a View to trace the 
Evils to their Source, &c.”? and 
Mr. Somerville’s ** Memoir on the 
Medical Arrangements neceflary to 
be obierved in Camps, &c.”’ both 
contain important and ufeful mat- 
ter, worthy the ferious notice of 
government, of military officers, and 
of the gentlemen who compofe the 
army medical eftablifhment. Dr. 
Fordyce’s * Second Differtation on 
Fever, containing the Hiftory and 
Method of Treatment of a regular 
Tertian Intermittent,” as the reader 
will conclude from the known abi- 
lities of the author, offers fome 
practical oblervations by which me- 
dical ftudeats may be benefited; but 
neither fo novel, nor fo important as 
we are led to expect from the conti- 
nuation of his feries of ‘T'reatifes 
on Fever. Dr. Carmichael Smith’s 
“ Defcription of the Jail Diftemper, 
as it appeared among the Spanifh 
Prifoners, at Winchefter, in the 

ear 1780, with an Account of the 
Slave employed for curing that Fe- 
ver,” and his * Account of the 
Experiments made, at the Defire of 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad- 
miralty, on board of the Union 
Hofpital Ship. to determine the 
Effect of the Nitrous Acid in de- 
ftroying Contagion, &c.’’ will be 
deemed valuable by medical men, 
on account of the fuccefsful methods 
they exhibit of ftopping the ravages 
of a very infectious “_ fata] difor. 


9 
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der. But the author’s Theory of 
Contagion, in the firft of the above. 
mentioned publications in which he 
confiders all fever of the jail kind 
to originate in putrefation, will 
not be admitted without farther evi- 
dence of its truth than what the au- 
thor has hitherto produced. Dr, 
Paterfon, in his * Remarks on 
fome of the Opinions of. Dr. Ruth, 
refpeéting the Yellow Fever which 
prevailed in Philadelphia in 1793,” 
oppofes the reafonings of the Ame- 
rican phyfician intended to illuftrate 
the remote and proximate caufes of 
that terrible diftemper, and con- 
demns the * adventrous means” 
made ufe of by him in its cure, 
But we cannot pronounce his argu- 
ments fufficiently power ful to over- 
throw Dr. Ruth’s theory, or to 
induce the medical world to reject 
his practice. Mr. Bryce, in his 
« Account of the Yellow Fever, 
with a fuccefsful Method of Cure,” 
defcribes, with much _ perfpicuity, 
the progrefs of that difeafe on board 
the Bufbridge Eaft Indiaman, dur- 
ing her voyage from England to 
Madras and Bengal, in the year 
1792. His mode of treatment, 
confifting chiefly in evacuating the 
contents of the abdominal vifcera 
by large dofes of calomel, either 
given by itfelf, or joined with other 
powerful cathartics, nearly coincides 
with that of Dr. Rufh. Dr. Falco- 
ner’s * Obfervations refpecting the 
Pulfe, intended to point out with 
greater Certainty, the Indications 
which it fignifies, efpecially in Fe- 
verifh Complaints,’ are ingenious 
and interefting; and the tables 
which he has Sal by which to 
judge of fymptoms from th: propor- 
tion which the accelerated pulfe 
bears to the natural, are the refults 
of much experience and attention. 
Should they not be thought appli- 


cable to all cafes that may occur, 
they 








they will, neverthelets, in a great 
variety of inftances, afford defirable 
afliftance to the practitioner. — 
Dr. sayer Walker’s * Treatife 
on Neivous Difeafes, &c.” is a 
fenfible and well written perform- 
ance, in which the author ap- 
proaches, perhaps, as nearly to pre- 
cifion as can be expected, in de- 
feribing the caufes of fuch varied 
and complicate maladies. The me- 
thods of cure which he prefcribes, 
appear to be dictated by judgment, 
are recommended with modefty, and 
merit being brought to the teft of 
repeated experiment. Dr. Latham’s 
brief treatife “ on Rheumatiim 
and Gout,” is intended to prove 
that thofe difeafes are not inflam- 
matory, but occafioned by obftruc- 
tions in the lymphatic fyftem. Whe- 
ther this theory materially differ 
from that commonly received, we 
leave his brethren of the profeflion 
to judge; and refer them to his 
pamphlet for the means of cure 
which he prefcribes. Mr. Pater- 
fon’s “ Treatife on the Scurvy, 
&c.”’ if it fhould not be thought to 
contain any new information re- 
fpe‘ting the nature of that difeafe, 
deferve: the attention of the taculty 
from the fucceis with which the au- 
thor appears to have ufed a new 
medicine for its cure, during his 
practice as a furgeon in the royal 
navy. That medicine confifts of a 
folution of nitre in vinegar. For 
the proportions of the mixture, and 
the manner o! ufing it, we muft re- 
fer to the work itfelf. Dr. Reid’s 
Directions for warm and cold 
Sea Bathing, with Obfervations on 
their Appiication and Effects in dif- 
ferent Dileafes,” offer fome uleful 
practical advice upon the fubject, 
but nothing fufficiently new or im- 
portant to be more particularly no- 
ticed. Dr. Fothergill’s ** Effay on 
the Abufe of Spirituous Liquors, be- 
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ing an Attempt to exhibit, in its ge- 
nuine Colours, its pernicious Effeéts 
upon the Property, Health, and 
Morals of the People,” &c. is ably 
written, and excellent in its tenden- 
cy, and deferves to be circulated 
among all claffes and defcriptions 
in the community. Dr. Buchan’s 
** Obfervations concerning the Pre- 
vention and Cure of the Venereal 
Difeafe,” are intended, like his o- 
ther well-known produdions, to 
offer familiar and practical advice on 
the fubjeét which he has chofen to 
difcufs. But of all the difeafes to 
which mankind are fubjeét, there is 
fcarcely any one in which it can be 
more dangerous for the patient to 
dttempt to become his own phyfi- 
cian, even with the help of the 
doctor’s fage inftructions, than in 
the venereai. Its fymptoms are in- 
finitely various, fo as frequently to 
perplex the ableft profeffional men ; 
and the principal medicine employ- 
ed in its cure, may produce the moft 
baneful effeéts, from miftakes, a- 
gainft which the author's dire¢tions 
are very infufficient to guard the ig- 
norant and unwary. Mr. Good's 
“ Hiftory of Medicine, fo far as it 
relates to the Profeflion of an Apo- 
thecary,” &c. is principally intended 
to imprefs on the public mind a 
fenfe of the evils which muft arife 
to fociety, from the encroachments 
which chemifts and diuggifts have 
of late made “+ on the profeffion of 
the apothecary, by vending phar- 
maceutic prepirations, and come 
pounding the pref riptions of phy- 
ficians.”’ To remedy this evil, it 
appears that a number of apothe- 
caries have entered into an affocia- 
tion, the objeét of which is to ob- 
tain from the legiflature “ a com- 
petenr jucifdiction in the profeffion 
itfelf to regulate its pra¢tice, and to 
reftrain ignorant and unqualified 
perfons from practifing at all,”"— 
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At their requeft this hiftory is pub- 
lithed ; which, although it be not a 
yery complete or argumentative pra- 
duétion, bears marks of ability, and 
contains much curious information, 
Mr. Bradney, in his *¢ Murepfolo- 
gia, or the Art of the Apothecary 
traced up to its original Source in 
Hiftory, and, the Antiquity and 
Confequence of the Druggifts, &c.”’ 
turns the tables upon the apotheca- 
ries, in a {train of lively remark ra- 
ther than of weighty argument, and 
warmly oppofes any medical reform 
that would preclude druggifts from 
the right of making up phyficians’ 
prefcriptions. The ‘ Hints on the 
propoted Medical Reform,” are 
written with ability, and are intend- 
ed to juftify the object of the above- 
mentioned affociation. Whatever 
may be thought of the author’s fuc- 
cefs with re fpect to his principal point, 
his Hints deferve the attention of 
the refpective parties concerned. It 
is proper to add in this place, that a 
petition from the afloctated apothe- 
caries has been delivered to parlia- 
ment during the prefent year, and 
that their prayer has been rejected. 
Dr. Graves’ ** Pocket Con!pectis of 
the new London and kdinburgh 
Pharmacopaeias, &c.”’ is a judicious 
and ufeful compilation, for which 
young and inexperienced praéti- 
tioners are much indebted to the 
author. Dr. Wallon’s ‘© Experi- 
mental Eflay on the Manner in 
which Opium acts on the living 
Animal Body,” does credit to the 
author's ingenuity, and diligence of 
inveftigation, but adds little that is 
definite and certain to the know- 
ledge we before pofleffed on that 
fubject. “The * Diilertation on Re- 
{piration, tranflated from the Latin 
of br. with Notes, by 
Charles Sugrue,”’ contains a num- 
ber of tngenious and_ important ex- 


periments, intended to afcertain the 
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quantity of air ufually taken in ap. 
each refpiration, and the quantity 
of heat generated in the lungs dur- 
ing the fame procefs; together with 
conclufions which, by tending to 
throw light on the funétions of fo 
important an organ, may ultimately 
lead the way to remedies for its moft 
obftinate difeafes. The laft article 
which we have to mention in this 
department, is entitled, * Medical 
Cafes and Speculations, including 
Parts 1V. and V. of Confiderations 
on the Medical Powers and the Pro- 
duction of Faétitious Air, by Thomas 
Beddoes, M. D. and James Watt, Ene 
gineer.” This publication, which the 
editor obferves is intended to be the 
lait of the feries, contains farther 
firiking evidence of the efficacy of 
pneumatic medicine, and of the lau- 
dable zeal, attention, and becoming 
difhdence with which enquiries have 
becn profecuted, that promife ta 
lead to material improvements ig 
the healing art. 


The firft work which calls for 
attention in our next department is, 
the IlId. volume of the * Hittory 
of Greece, by William Mitford, 
Efg.” In our Regitters for the 
years 1784, and 1790, in which 
the Ift. and IId. volumes of this 
hiftory were introduced to our 
readers, they will find our opinion 
fo fully expreffed, relative to ils 
character as a narrative of fatts, 
and its merits as.a compofition 
(which in both refpeéts is applicable 
to that before us) that we thall con- 
tent ourfelves with laying before 
them a brief fyllabus of what they 
may expect to meet with in this part 
of the continuation of our author’s 
plan, and chiefly in his own words, 
The volume commences with the 
twenty-firft chapter, which com- 
prizes the hiftory of Athens from 
the conclufion of the Peloponnetan 
wary 
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war, and the eftablifhment of the 
fupreme council of thirty, common- 
ly called the thirty Tyrants, to the re- 

oration of the democracy bv Thra- 
fybulus, The twenty-fecond chap- 
ter confifts of iHuftrations, from the 
orators and philofophers, of the 
civil hiftory of Athens and the con- 
dition of the Athenian people, be- 
tween the ages of Pericles and De- 
mofthenes ; “with a fummary view 
of the rife of philofophy and litera- 
ture in Greece. The twenty-third 
details the tranfactions of the Greeks 
in Afia and Thrace, from the con- 
clufion of the Peloponnefian war, in 
which Perfiz was the ally of Lace- 
demon, to the renewal of war be- 
tween Lacedemon and Perfia;. in- 
cluding minute particulars of the 
famous retreat of the ten thoufand, 
In the twenty-fourth chapter we 
are prefented with the hiftory of 
Lacedemon from the reftoration of 
the Athenian democracy, and of the 
affairs of the Greeks in Afia from 
the renewal of war between Lace- 
demon and Perfia, ’till the recall of 
Agefilaus from Afia, in confequence 
of renewed war within Greece. In 
the twenty-fifth we have an account 
of the affairs of Greece, -and of the 
tranfactions of the Greeks in Afia, 
from the eftablifhment of the ge- 
neral confederacy againft Lacedx- 
mon, to the treaty beeween Lace- 
dzxmon and Perfia, and the re- 
eftablifiment of the Lacedamonian 
power in Greece, through the ge- 
neral peace dictated in the king of 
Perfia’s name, commonly called “the 
peace of Antalcidas. ‘The twe: ity- 
fixth chapter continues the hiftory 
of the affairs of Greece, from the 
peace of Antalcidas ’till the de- 
preflion of the Lacedamonian power 
and the elevation of Thebes to fu- 
premacy among the Grecian re- 
publics, by the battle of Leuétra ; 
and the twenty-feventh, from that 


event to the failure of the attempt 
to extend the Theban fupremacy 
over Greece, through fupport from 
Periia. In the wenty-eighth chap- 
ter, which is the laft in this volume, 
and proportionably long, as_ the 
events which it includes are impor 

tant, the author proceeds with the 
hiftory of Greece from the failure 
of the attempt of Thebes to eftablith 
her fupremacy through: the aid of 
Perfia, until the depreffion together 
of the ariftocratical and democrati- 
cal interefts, and the diilolution of 
the ancient fyitem of Grecian cone 
federacy, through the event of the 
battle of Mantinea; concluding 
with curious and interefling mee 
morials of Xenophon “ the fol- 
dier—philofopher—author, who has 
been his conductor, through a pe- 
riod of nearly half a century, among 
thofe tranfactions in which he was 
himfelf an actor.”’ 

In our Regilter for the year 1792, 
we announced the appearance of 
Effavs felected from the Ift, and Id. 
volumes of the ** Affatic Refearches,” 
entitled * Differtations and mifcel- 
laneous Pieces, relating to the Hif- 
tory and Antiquities, the Arts, Sci- 
ences, and Literature of Afia,” in 
2 vols. In the fame work we intro- 
duced to our readers the the I1Id. 
volume of the inftructive and in- 
terefting labours of the Bengal So- 
ciety. From this fource, chiefly, 
the condustors of the above-men- 
tioned felections have, during the 
prefent year, derived materials for 
a [lId. volume of their. work; 
which cannot fail of bein, an accept- 
able prefent to the public, fince the 
original, from its f{carcity, can be 
but in few hands, and fince the pa- 
pers which it contains ferve to throw 
confiderable light on the hiftories of 
nations, their manners and cuftoms, 
arts and literature. | In addition to 


thefe exfracts, this volume is en- 
riched 
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riched with Sir William Jones’s 
learned and elegant preface to the 
Inftitutes of Hindu Law, noticed 
by us under a preceding head, and 
Sir John Shore’s Eulogium on the 
Life and Writings of that celebrated 
and much lamented character. 

The “ Hiftory of Great Britain 
from the Death of Henry VIII. to 
the Acceffion of James VI. of 
Scotland to the Crown of Eng- 
land, being a Continuation of Dr. 
Henry’s Hiftory of Great Britain, 
and written on the fame Plan, by 
oe Petit Andrews, F. S. A. 

ol. I.” is a work which cannot 
fail of being acceptable to the pub- 
lic. Of the peculiar advantages of 
Dr. Henry’s plan, and the impor- 
tance and value of his labours, we 
have had repeated opportunities of 
giving our opinion; and that of 
the public was abundantly afcer- 
tained, by the reception which his 
volumes met with, {till more flatter- 
ing and encouraging as he proceed- 
ed in his defign, and by the uni- 
verfal regret that he did not live to 
complete it. Mr. Andrews, who 
fome time after the author’s death 
announced his intention of con- 
tinuing his hiftory, afforded fa- 
tisfatory evidence of his qualifi- 
cations for fuch an undertaking, 
by the induttry, accuracy, and 
judgment difplayed in the two 
parts of the firft volume of his 
* Hiftory of Great Britain con- 
netted with the Chronology of 
Enrope,” &c. noticed in our Re- 
gitter for the years 1794 and 1793. 
And in the work betore us thefe 
qualifications have been called 
forth into exercife, in a manner 
highly honourable to the author, 
and highly gratifying to the reader. 
Fqual induftry with his predecef- 
for Mr. Andrews was not obliged 
to exert; as his continuation re- 
lates to a period, when the revival 
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of learning, and the invention of 
the art of printing had confiderably 
diffipated the obfcurity in which 
the faés relating to earlier times 
had been involved, and greatly 
multiplied the fources of genuine 
information. From this circum. 
ftance, however, he has been en. 
abled to introduce a greater variety 
of entertainment into his work: 
and, in the accuracy and preci- 
fion with which be has afcertained 
and combined his numerous parti- 
culars, the impartiality and perfpi- 
cuity with which he has related 
them, and the liberal fpirit which 
he difcovers, he has fhewn himfelf 
not unworthy to tread in the fteps 
of our veteran hiftorian, while 
he has excelled him in the re- 
commendatory gvaces of ftyle and 
language. In noinftance has Mr. 
Andrews departed from Dr. Henry’s 
method, excepting by adding a 
new article under the feétion of 
Commerce, on the fubjeét of in- 
ventions and improvements, and 
a copious index, “ a neceflary ap- 
pendage to hiftory, although often 
neglected by the hiftorian as too 
mechanical a tafk.” 

The next article which we fhall 
introduce in this place is of fingu- 
lar importance, both as a collec- 
tion of documents for future hif- 
torians of this country, relative to 
a moft interefting period, and as 
affording contemporary readers af- 
fiftance “in judging leifurely and 
deliberately, how far what has been 
afferted by the contending parties” 
on the prefent awful political fcene 
is true, and how far the effential 
interefts of the conftitution are in- 
volved” in the principal meafures 
which have been adopted. It is 
entitled “ the Hiftory of two Ads, 
an Aé& for the Szfety and Prefer- 
vation of his Majefty’s Perfon and 


Government againft treafonableand 
{editious 





{editious Practices and Attempts, 
and an Act for the more effeétually 

eventing feditious Meetings and 
Affemblies, &c.”? In order to ren- 
der this work complete in point 
of authority and utility, it was 
«thought neceflary to colleét from 
the papers on both fides, everv do- 
cument and evidence of a public or 

rivate nature, which feemed to tend 
in any important degree to throw a 
light upon the acts, their meaning 
and confequence, or upon the ftate 
of the public mind refpedcting them. 
The debates in parliament it was e- 
{pecially incumbent to give at great 
length and from the beft authorities. 
The different reports of them have 
accordingly been carefully rc 
ed, that the fentiments of the feve- 
ral fpeakers might be as correétly 
afcertained as the circumftances of 
the cafe will admit. The proceed- 
ings of the feveral counties, cities, 
towns, boroughs, and other aflocia- 
tions, are detailed from the attefted 
accounts of the parties, collated with 
each other.”? Such are the contents 
of this hiftory in the language of the 
editor; and our readers will natu- 
rally conclude, and they will do fo 
very juftly, that it will fupply them 
with a mafs of very valuable and 
curious information. Prefixed to 
this work we meet with Remarks on 
the State of Parties, and of Public 
Opinion during the Reign of his 
prefent Majefty, which are the pro- 
duction of a vigorous, well-inform- 
ed, and difpaflionate mind; and to 
the whole are added an Appendix 
and Index. One fhort article we 
cannot avoid feleéting from the lat- 
ter, which ftares, that the whole 
number of petitions in favour of the 
bills was 65, and the number of 
fignatures, as announced on prefen- 
tation, 29,922; aad the number of 
petitions againtt the bills 94, and the 
lagnatures 131,284. 
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Major John Scott, in his “ Ob. 
fervations on Mr. Belfham’s Me. 
moirs of the Reign of George III.” 
has undertaken to prove, that the 
laft-mentioned gentleman, as an hif- 
torian of the proceedings of the 
Englith government in India, under 
the prefidency of Mr. Haftings, « by 
artfully omitting many important 
facts, and by not ftating a fingle 
fact fairly, fuily, and truly,” “ is 
utterly unfit for the character which 
he has afflumed; or, that he has 
been guilty of grofs and wilful mif- 
reprefentation.”” In our laft year’s 
Regifter we introduced to our read- 
ers, “ Remarks on thofe Paflages in 
Mr. Beltham’s Memoirs, &c. which 
relate to the Britifh Government in 
India,” which were publithed with 
the intention of fubitantiating the 
fame charges. From the evidence 
then before us, we admitted that 
Mr. Belfham might have been de- 
ceived, in fome points, by the do- 
cuments on which he relied; but 
that we were not prefented with fuf- 
ficient data from which to draw the 
conclufion, that his reprefentation 
of the oppreffions practifed upoa 
the inhabitants of Hindoftan was 
entirely unfounded, or that the 
hiftorian deferved the fevere epi- 
thets which were applied to him. 
Aiter a calm and unbiaffed perufal 
of the obfervations before us, we la- 
ment, that from the author's ftate- 
ments we are not enabled to acquit 
the Britifh government of the Eaft, 
or its agents, of the foul imputa- 
tions which have been caft upon 
it, of injuftice and cruelty towards 
thofe whom a fuperior force, and a 
fuperior policy have fubjected to its 
dominion. Many facts, doubtlefs, 
have been exaggerated, and mil- 
fiatements of circumftances conveyed 
to this country, which have exc.ted 
in generous minds a fenfibility and 
refentment by which they have been 

led 
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led too indifcriminately to condemn 
alt the principal meafures of the 
eaftern empire, and to include in 
ay execrations almoft All the lead- 
actors on that fcene. But we 

ose felichal thar, after every juftifi- 
catory and _palliating plea w po “ 
ingenuity may fuggeft, much, 
much of evil will be os und to one 
preponderated in the Britif govern- 
ment of Hindoftan. With re:pect 
to our author’s reafonings, we muft 
in juftice acknowledge that they 
have confiderable wet: oht in excul- 

ating Mr. Haltings from per fonal 
refponfibility and blame, in con- 
ducting fome parts of that fyftem : 
and our readers are not unacquaint- 
ed with the judgment pronounced 
by the higheft tribunal in the nation, 
on the ch. irges brought againtt him 
refpecting his conduct of the whole. 
In regard to Mr. Beliham, that can- 
dour which we are proud to exer- 
cife even to a fault, rather than be 
chargeable with the leaft want of it, 
{till forbids us to {ubfcribe to the 
harfh and fevere cenfures of our au- 
thor; while at the fame time we 
mutt allow, that the hiftorian may 
derive benefit from the obfervations 
before us, in revifing and correct- 
ing his Memoirs. We lhkewtie have 
met with documents which, afier 
our moft unprejudiced enquiries, 
appear to us to be equaily dejerving 
of credét with his OW, but at the 
fame time material] v aifect the 
cura of fome of major Scott’s 
ieeaes nts. We are periuaded, how- 
ever, that he wrote under acon- 
vidtion that he was uniformly fup- 
porting the intereits of truth and juf- 
tice; and that he had nor the moft 
difiant intention of practifing the 
bale and contemptible arts of miire- 
prefentation and deception. 

The * Hittorical Effay on the 
Ambition and Conquetts of France, 
with fome Remarks on the French 


or 
aU 
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Revolution, containing a Sketch of 
general Hiftary previous to. the 
‘rench Revolution; Remarks on 
the French Revolution from 1789 
to 1791, and an Abridgment of 
the Hiftory of the Revolution 
from 1791 to 1796,”  notwith- 
ftanding its pretenfions and bulk, 
by which it would feem to claim 
admiffion into a higher clafs than 
that of temporary pamphlets, is 
diftinguifhed by little, either with 
refpect to materials or arrangement, 
that can entitle it to rank among 
hiftorical produétions ; and that lit. 
tle is chiefly employed in fpecula- 
tive or party politics. The author's 
principal object appears to be, to 
warn his countrymen againft the 
ambitious charaéter of French mi- 
nifters, which, whether under the 
monarchical or republican iyftem, 
he contends, invariably leads them to 
promoie the aggrandizement of their 
nation by increafing the extent of 
their dominion. While he endea- 
vours to imprefs this opinion on 
their minds, he fhews himfelf lae 

mentably deficient in an acquaint- 
ance with the recent hi {tory of that 
country; and, after indulging ina 
var iety of digreflions relative to cons 
tinental and domeftic politics, drops 
* the pen, full of regret for the 
unexpecied confequences that have 
refu ite ‘d from the French revolue 
tion.’ 

Mr. Playfair’s “¢ Hiftory of Ja- 
cobinifm, its Crimes, Cruelties, and 
Pertidies, &c.’’ gives fuch a repre- 
fentation of the. caufes leading to, 
and the events accompanying the 
French revolution, as is adapted to 
exafperate the prejudices and excite 
the hatred of the people of this 
country, and to include under in- 
diicriminate reproach the moft con- 
{picuous actors in that feene, and 
the friends of freedom on both fides 


of the water. The honours of 1n- 
genuity 
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riuity we can award to our author, 
vut not thofe of impartiality. For, 
in tracing the enormities which dif- 
graced the revolutionary ftruggles 
to their proper fource, he over- 
looks the more obvious and natural 
caufes, and attributes them to the 
influence of a number of abftract 

ropofitions, which it has become 
fafhionable among the adherents of 
our prefent adminiftration to endea- 
your to expofe to contempt; he 
conneéts thofe confequences with 

‘inciples, which can in juftice be 
afcribed only to their abufe; and 
he confounds together, as par- 
takers in equal culpability and guilt, 
the leading men of the different re- 
publican parties, whether Giron- 
difts or Mountaineers, In his re- 
flections on the friends of liberty in 
this country, whom he denominates 
factious philofophers, political di- 
vines, and reforming philanthro- 
pifts, he is equally illiberal and in- 
jurious; and he is for introducing 
fuch meafures for the fuppreffion of 
attiliated clubs, and the free difcuf- 
fion of political principles, as are 
totally incongruous with the fpirit 
of the Britifh conititution. At the 
fame time he is guilty of the incon- 
fiftency of occafionally avowing thofe 
liberal principles, and granting thofe 
conceflions to the advocates for re- 
form, which are at variance with 
the main defign of his work, and 
give it a very ftrange and motley 
appearance, 

Mr. Perry’s “ Hiftorical Sketch of 
the French Revolution, coramenc- 
ing with its pre-difpofing Caufes, 
and carried on to the Acceptation 
of the Conftitution in 1795,” in 2 
vols. prefents the reader with a 
conactign narrative of the principal 
tranfactions which took place during 
the eventful period mentioned in 
the title-page, for the materials of 
which he is indebted, partly to the 

a7 90. 
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labours of preceding writers, and 
partly to his own obfervations and 
enquiries during his refidence on the 
interefting * fcene. ‘This author's 
political views and opinions differ 
in the extreme from thofe of the 
laft-mentioned writer; and, as may 
be expected, his colouring of events, 
and elucidations of caufes and con- 
feyuences are equally different. We 
cannot clafs him, however, among 
the moft unbiaffed and impartial hif- 
torians of the French revolution, 
“ With refpect to the literary execu- 
tion of this work, the author lays 
no claim to excellence; he conii- 
dered the utility of it to be founded 
on earfinefs and expedition ;”? and 
*“ he trufts he may, without vanity, 
fay, that with more leifure it would 
have been lefs imperfe&.” We will 
do him the juftice to add, that he 
does not appear to have affumed too 
much in the concluding part of the 
apology juff quoted, 
Mits Williams's 1Vth volume of 
“¢ Letters containing a Sketch of 
the Politics of France, from the 31ft 
of May 179, to the 28th of July 
17Qa4, and of the Scenes which have 
paffed in the Prifons of Paris,’’ ig 
equally important and interefting 
with the preceding, and extends her 
animated account of the revolu- 
tion, @nd of the fingular circum- 
ftances attending it, to the eftablifh- 
ment of the new conftitutionin 1796s. 
It prefents the reader with parti- 
culars of the retributive juftice in- 
flied on fome of the principal agents 
i promoting anarchy and carnage, 
which cannot but be gratifying to 
his feelings; and feveral affecting 
and beautiful narratives the refult 
of which will compenfate him for 
the painful emotions unavoidably 
excited in the perufal of thei. It 
contains, likewife, a norrative of 
the victories of the French armies, 
drawn up from materials furnifhed 
P ry aoe 
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by fich as had a perfonal fhare in 
them, which deferveto be compared 
with the accounts publifhed by the 
coalefced armres, by every perfon 
who withes to obtain a knowledge of 
the exact truth; and fome ftriking 
anecdotes relative to the fhocking 

uiberon buSnefs, authenticated by 
the celebrated de Lille, who com- 
manded one of the republican co- 
lumns. 

The favourable reception which 
Mifs Williams’s Letters on the 
French Revolution have met with, 
and the well known imprefiion they 
have made on the minds of their 
readers, appear to have fuggefted 
the idea of the next publication in 
our catalogue, of a very oppofite 

olitical complexion and tendency. 
t is entitled ‘ a Refidence in 
France during the Years 1792, 1793, 
yo4, and 1795; defcribed in’a Se- 
ries of Letters from an Englifh Lady: 
with general and incidental Remarks 
on the French Charaéter and Man- 
ners. Prepared for the prefs by John 
Gifford, Efq.” in 2 vols. This 
work, which is not ill written, 
comes before the public in fuch a 
queftionable fhape, that the moft 
eandid reader muft hefitate at ad- 
mitting its genuinenefs. A compa- 
rifon, likewife, of the information 
which it includes of faéts and events 
flated to. have taken place during 
the revolutionary movements, with 
the accounts of preceding writers of 
character and credit, will, in many 
intances, greatly affect its authenti- 
city. Thefe circumftances detraé 
much from the value of whatever 
the letters prefent to us wearing the 
marks of originality, and leffen the 
eifect of the humourous or fatirical 
fcenes in which they defcribe pic- 
tures of French cuftoms and man- 
ners. The obvious objeéts which 
the editor had in view in predaring 
thefe letters for the prefs were, to 
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expoie to cbloquy and detefatiog 
the principles, and leading aétors 
of the French yevolution, together 
with its Englifh advocates, and to 
convince his countrymen, that the 
old monarchical conftitution of 
France, with very flight meliora- 
tions, was every way better calcus 
lated for the national charatter, 
than a mere popular form of go- 
vernment.” What portion of argu- 
ment and liberality he has difplayed 
in endeavouring to accomplifh the 
former, we leave his readers to 
judge: and with refpect to the latter, 
as this is the age of experiment, they 
will probably reply, we sHaLt see. 

The * Hiftcrical Epochs of the 
French Revolution, tranflated from 
the French of H. Goudemetz, a 
French Clergyman Emigrant in 
England, dedicated, by permiffion, 
to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
York, by the Rev. D. Randolph, 
&c.” are {tated by the editor to con- 
tain “ a faithful outline of an in- 
terefting and momentous period of 
hiftory,”” from which the read- 
er * will fee how naturally each 
error produced its correfponding 
misfortune.” They confitt of facts, 
related without any comment, ex- 
cepting what may be implied in ex- 
preflions of refentment againtt the. 
conductors of the revolution, and 
are, with a few exceptions and 
omiffions, accurate and authentic. 
That part which wil! prove not the 
leaft ufeful to future hiftorians, isfub: 
joined to a new edition, whichis ad- 
ded to the work, of a feparate treatife 
entitled * the Judgment and Execu- 
tion of Louis XVI. King of France,” 
comprizing * a lift of the membefs 
of the national convention, who 
voted for and againft his death; 
and the names of many of the molt 
confiderable fufferers in the courfe of 
the French revolution, hin 
ed according to their princip , 














The “ Hiftory of the Confpirac 
of Maximilian Robefpierre, tranf- 
lated from the French of M. Mont- 
joye,”’ confifts rather of eloquent 
and animated declamation againft 
that once popuiar demagogte, and 
vivid colouring of his horrid atroct- 
ties, than of that careful feleétion 
of facts, and calm invettigation into 
their caufes, which are neceflary to 
entitle ic to the character of hiftory. 
If the author’s reprefentations were 
accurate, ‘the exiftence of fuch a 
monfter as Robefpierre, without ta- 
Jents, without pretenfions to any vir- 
tue, difgufting in his perfon, brutal 
in his manners, and defpifed rather 
than courted by the different parties 
with whom at different times he 
united himfelf, connected with the 
fact of his rife to unlimited power 
over a great and mighty nation, 
would conftitute a more inexplica- 
ble enigma than is prefented in the 
whole hiftory of human fociety. 
Such reprefentations, therefore, are 
calculated to excite fufpicions of in- 
vention, or blind indifcriminate re- 
fentment, and muft materially af- 
fect the credit of any narrative in 
which they are inferted. From the 
accefs which we had to better 
fources of information, we were 
enabled to draw amore natural por- 
trait of the famous confpirator, in 
our Britih and Foreign Hittory 
for the year 1794. Another cir- 
cumitance which detracts from the 
value of M. Montjoye’s work is, 
the flight and contemptaous manner 
in which he paffes over the deftruc- 
tion of the Girondift party, fo ef- 
fential to the tyrannical views of 
Robefpierre, and fo fatal to many 
of the firft characters in France for 
talents and virtue. This can be at- 
tributed only to his prejudices as a 
royalift, which unfitted him for the 
office of a difpaffionate hiftorian. 
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The Memoirs for the Hiftory 
of the War of La Vendée, &c. 
tranflated from the French of Louis- 
Marie Turreau, Commander in 
Chief of the Weftern army,” ap- 
pear to contain a faithful narrative 
of the principal events which took 
place in that difaftrous inteftine war, 
from its origin till the 13th Floreat 
of the fecond year of the French 
republic; and an explication of the 
various circumflances that contri- 
buted to its prolongation, to rouze 
the religious prejudices of the peo- 
ple, and to extend the defpotic in- 
fluence of their chiefs. To the fu- 
ture hiftorian of the French revo- 
lution it will afford very defirable 
aid. 

The * Hiftory of the Campaigns 
of General Pichegru, containing the 
Operations of the Armies of the 
North, and of the Sambre and 
Meufe, from March 1794, to March 
1795, &c. tranflated from the 
French of Citizen David,” is highly 
interefting, both as it details an ap- 
parently well authenticated account 
of fome of the moit brilliant exploits 
which have diftinguifhed the moft 
extraordinary war that has occurred 
in the annals of mankind; and as it 
illuttrates the new tactics by which, 
in union with the enthufafin in- 
{fpired by the love of liberty, that 
commander, with raw troops and 
ftriplings, difgraced the beft gene- 
rals of Europe, of the old fchool, 
aad ruined the moft numerous end 
beft appofhted armies ever brought 
into the field. The anecdotes, 
likewife, and the memoirs which 
it includes of generals Pichegra, 
Jourdan, Moreau, &c. &c. will be 
gratifying to the reader, — 

Tre * Journal kept in the Bri- 
tifh Army, from the Landing of the 
Troops under the Cominand of the 
Earl of Moira at Oftend, in June 
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1794, to their Return to England 
in. the foliowing year,” claims no 
pretenfions to literary merit, but 
rofeffes to lay before the reader a 
faithful and accurate relation of 
facts, which may “ give fome idea 
of the various fcenes which occur 
in the military life, andid# which 
thofe who {pend their davs at home 
in eafe and peace can have but a 
very faint conception.” Of the 
uncommon hardfhips and miferies 
fuftained by the Britith troops dur- 
ing the latter part of the period 
comprehended in this journal, we 
inferted fome “ heart-rending” par- 
ticulars in our laft volume, taken 
from the uncontradicted account 
of a Britif officer. The auther of 
this treatife corroborates many of 
thefe particulars in a plain unvar- 
nifhed narration, and adds feveral 
minute circumftances that will fll 
the humane mind with horror at 
the calamities attendant on war. 

Mrs. Charlotte Smith’s ** Narra- 
tive of the Lofs of the Catharine, 
Venus, and Piedmont tranfports, 
and the Thomas, Golden Grove, 
and Aolus Merchant Ships, near 
Weymouth,” during the dread- 
ful ftorm in November 1795, 
which difperfed and flattered the 
fleet under the command ot acmi- 
ral Chriftian, was drawn up from 
information taken on the fpot, and 
contains an elegant detail of truly 
miclancholy and affecting circum- 
ftances, fome of which are not ge- 
nerally known. It bas» been pub- 
lifted, with the humane defign of 
contributing to the relief of an un- 
fortunate furvivor from one of the 
wrecks, and her infant child. 

* The Proceedings of the Go- 
vernor and Atiembly in Jamaica, 
in regard to the Maroon Negroes,” 
&c. confift of official papers, pub- 
lithed with the defign of vindicat- 
ing the Britifh government from 


the imputations of breach of faith 
and cruelty in their condu& to. 
wards the Maroons. Prefixedto thefe 
proceedings, we meet with an in. 
troductory account, containing ob. 
fervations on the “ Difpofitions, 
Charaéter, Manners, and Habits 
of Life of the Maroons, and a De. 
tail of the Origin, Progrefs, and 
Termination of the late War be. 
tween thofe People and the White 
Inhabitants,” partly compiled from 
Long’s Hiftory of Jamaica, and 
partly original, from the pen of 
Mr. Edwards, author of the “ Hif. 
tory, Civil and Commercial, of the 
Britifh Colonies in the Weft In. 
dies.” This part of the work dif- 
plays confiderable information; 
and confiderable ingenuity in des 
fending or apologizing for the 
conduct of the ailembly, The fubje& 
was undoubtedly deferving of in- 
veitigation; and Mr. Edwards has 
certainly befiowed confiderable pains 
upon it. We are, however, of opi- 
nion, that there was no neceflity to 
introduce the fubjeét of the flave 
trade into this publication; and 
we Cannot acquit our author of 
erofs miftakes (to ufe no harhher 
phrafe) in his ftatement of the pro- 
ceedings of the Old Jewry Society, 
inflituted for the purpofe of ob- 
taining the abolition of negro 
flavery. 

To the vile fyftem of negro- 
flavery, and its pernicious effects 
on morals and manners, are we 
a great meafure to attribute the 
horrors defcribed in “ a Narrative 
of the Revolt and Infurreétion of 
the French Inhabitants in the Ifland 
of Grenada, by an Eye-witnefs.’ 
This revolt, according to the au- 
thor of the narrative before Us, 
originated in the men of colouf 
generally the ignorant and vicious 
offspring of a licentious intercoure 
between the whites and — 








was inftigated by the French com- 
miffioners at Guadaloupe ; was | ‘up- 
yorted by the greater part of the 
ae h white inhabitants; and was 
attended by plunder, devattation, 
and maffacre, in their moft fright. 
ful forms. The author, however, 
mentions one circumftance «hich, 
in juftice to the French commif- 
fioners, ought not to be concealed ; 
viz. that they endeavonred to pre- 
vent the maflacre which took place, 
and that the officer whom they 
fent for that purpofe, when he 
found that he had arrived too late, 
“ reprehended, in -the ftrongeft 
terms of difapprobation and abhor- 
rence,” the crueltics of the infur- 
gents. He mentions, likewife, an- 
other circumftance, which, although 
it cannot palliate, will in fome 
meafure account for the favage bar- 
barities which they prattifed fo 
early in the revolt; and that is the 
iffuing of a proclamation, by the 
prefident of the council, offering a 
reward “ oftwenty joes” for * each 
head” of the rebels. 

The author of “ a Brief Enquiry 
into the Caufes of, and Conduct 
purfued by the Colonial Govern- 
ment, for quelling the Infurreétion 
in Grenada,” &c. {peaks of the 
Circumitance mentioned at the 
conclufion of the lait article, as the 
firft fatal meafure which, being 
quickly followed “ by other unne- 
ceflary and intemperate acts, had 
full etfect” in producing the fubfe- 
quent calamities. If the reprefen- 
tations which he gives are juft (a 
point which we Penge take upon 
ourfelves to decide), while we are 
forced to execrate Re -conduét of 
the infurgents, we are obliged at 
the fame time to condemn the imn- 
policy and mifconduét of the co- 
lonial adminiftration. In account- 
ing for the difaffeétion of the 
Yrench and men of colour to th¢ 
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Britifh government, and thgirknown 
di fpolitton to aé&t againft it on the 
fir emergency, he afferts, that 
fince the reftoration of the ifland 
to Great Britain in the year 1784, 
the Britith born fubjeéts oppofed 
the conferring on the ceded inha- 
bitants the franchifes granted them 
by the crown after the peace of 
Paris, and for a confiderable time 
divefted them of all political rights 
as Britifh fubjeéts. “ I believe I 
might add,” fays the author, “ of 


all civil ones alfo: that their 
churches and glebe lands, of which 
they held the unditturbed poffeffion 


for upwards of twenty years under 
the Britifh government, were now 
taken from them; a meafure which 
of all thofe carried into effect to 
irritate and diftre/s them, was the 
moit feverely felt; and that a 
eentleman * who had been an 
implacable and active enemy of the 
adopted fubjects for near thirty 
years, had obtained the appoint- 
ment of lieutenant-governor, and 
was the refident commander in 
chief.” We with, for the honour 
of the Britifh name, to fee thefe 
affertions and reprefenteiions re- 
futed, 

“ The Chronologift of the pre- 
fent War, containing a faithful 
Series of the Events which have 
occurred in Europe, from the Com- 
mencement of the Year 1792, to 
the End of the Year 1796,” &c. 
will be ufeful to thofe whote minds 
are folely intent on facts, as a book 
of reference, to afcertain the roe 
of all the memorable incident 
within the {pace of time Baye th 
in the title. 

The « Chronological Tables, bee 
ginning with the lvign of Solo- 
mon, and ending with the Death 
of Alexander tne Great, with a 
Prefatory Diicourfe, by the late 
Thomas Falconer of Chefter, Efq.” 
P 3 were 
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were prefented to the univerfity of 
Oxford, by the author’s brother, 
Dr. Falconer, of Bath, and are 
iffued to the world from the Cla- 
rendon preis. The defign of the 
author was, to correct the miftakes 
of feveral writers of diftinguithed 
abilities and learning, in adjufting 
the reigns of Jewith kings to thofe 
of eaftern monarclhis, and in fill- 
ing up the dark interval between 
the cefTtion of the Jewifh hiftory, 
and the certainty of that of Greece, 
In accomplifhing his plan, befides 
the rich {tores of biblical literature, 
he has had recourfe to the collateral 
affiftance of the era of Nabouaffar ; 
and where hiftorical evidence was 
wanting, he has admitted anciog’. 
cal rcafonings, marking the facts 
deduced from them with an afte- 
rifk, to diftinguili: them from thofe 
which are grounded on direét evi- 
dence, and offering his calculations 
to excite, rather than fatisfy enqui- 
ry. In his prefatory difcourfe, from 
which we have feleéted the forego- 
ing particulars, he has explained 
the arrangement, and illuftrated the 
utility of his Tables, while he has 
difpiaved much Jearning, elaborate 
refearch, and a found judgment, 
i: fettling difputed chronological 
topics. “Phe whole work promites 
to be of material fervice in eluci- 
dating ancient profane, as well as 
fcripture hiftory. 

Mr. Walker's * Analyfis of Re- 
fearches into the Origin and Pro- 
greis of Eiifiorical Time, from the 
Creation to the Acceflion ot C. Ca- 
leula,” &c. 1s pubifhed as an in- 
trodu€tory fpecimen of a larger 
work, in which he expeéts, on the 
bafis of the Hebrew computation, 
in conneétion with afironomical 
calculation, the mean quantity of 
generations propertionate to the 
fiandard of natural hfe in the feve- 
rel ages of the world, magiftracies, 
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national epochs, &c. to eftablith a 
more juft and accurate fyflem of 
chronology than has hitherto ap- 
peared. We cannot analyfe the 
author’s analyfis; nor can we be 
fo rafh as to pronounce peremp- 
torily on the importance and value 
of his labours from the f{pecimen 
before us. His undertaking cer. 
tainly merits encouragement; and, 
we have no doubt, wiil prove ad- 
vantageous to the interefts of know. 
ledge, and biblical criticifm. But 
we cannot fay that his curfory 
ftri&tures on former writers are al- 
ways very weighty, or very deco- 
rous. Thofe on Mr. Falconer’s 
Tables are particularly exception- 
able. 

Mr. Payne’s treatife entitled, 
“ Geographical Extracts, formin 
a general View of Earth and Na- 
ture in Four Parts, illuftrated with 
Maps,” confifis of an initruétive 
and entertaining felection of mate- 
rials, from the bett fources of in- 
formation, partly hiftorical, partly 
geographical, and partly {cientific, 
jud‘cioufly arranged, and formed 
into a generally uniform and pleaf 
ing ftyle. To young perfons it 
deferves to be recommended as an 
ufeful companion in the courfe of 
their beographical ftudies: and to 
readers in general, who have not 
opportunity or leifure for confult- 
ing a variety of treatifes on the 
phenomena and productions of our 
globé, it will prove an interefting 
compilation. 


In our lift of the Theological pubs 
lications of the year 1788, we ine 
ferted an account of Mr. now Dr. 
Ryan's * Hiftory of the Etiects of 
Religion upon Mankind,” which 
it was the author’s avowed intenr 
tion to continue in a fucceeding 
volume. That volume, which bears 
the date of 1790, we have now (0 
announce; 








announce; and we do fo in this 

ace, On account of its appertain- 
ing more properly to the head of 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory than that of 
Theology. With refpe& to the 
character of that continuation, we 
obferve in general, that it bears 
fimilar marks with the former of 
the author’s erudition, and dili- 
geuce of enquiry, and that, on 
the whole, it is well adapted 
in point of matter, arrangement, 
and ftyle, to the laudable defign 
which he had in view. Exceptions 
we found ourfelves obliged to make 
to fome of Dr. Ryan’s reprefenta- 
tions and opinions: particularly 
when he employs his pen in ob- 
fervations on the character of the 
Puritans, and their perfecutions in 
the reign of queen Elizabeth, in 
which he lofes fight of candour and 
impartiality ; and when he attempts 
to prove, that the perfecutions in 
general, which have difgraced the 
Chriftian world, are to be traced'to 
civil caufes, and not to religious bi- 
gotry. The volume before us con- 
tains a fupplement to the preceding, 
confifting of additional hiltorical 
faéts to fupport the author's reafon- 
ing in his firft four feétions; and 
four other feétions, on the following 
topics: the erroneous and fuper- 
{titious Praétices of Chrittians not 
to be imputed to Chriftianity; the 
Enthufiafm of the Heathens; the 
Origin, Progrefs, and Influence of 
Fanaticifm, in the Time of the 
Crufades, and in the Sixteenth 
Century, with the Effects of it in 
England in the Seventeenth, on 
the Government of the Kingdoms, 
on the Manners of the Fanatics, 
on Literature, and on the Reli- 
ion and Morals of the Englith 
Seatton the real Caufes of feve- 
ral Perfecutions, Herefies, Contro- 
verfies, Wars, and Maffacres im- 
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ao to Chriftianity by Shafthbury, 
oltaire, Rouffeau, Hume, Gib- 
bon, and others; and a Refutation 
of the Objections which have been 
urged againft the Utility of Reli- 
gion. 

In our Regifter for the year 1794, 
we introduced to our readers the 
firft vol. of Mr. Milner’s “ Hiftory 
of the Church of Chrift,” written 
on anew plan, of which we en- 
deavoured to lay before them a ge- 
neral idea, as well as of the religi- 
ous are and partialities chietly 
prevalent in the work. During 
the lait year «a fecond vol. of that 
work was publifhed, “ containing 
the Fourth and Fifth Centuries,” 
which is written in the fame man- 
ner with the firft, and will be par. 
‘ticularly interefting to thofe whofe 
fentiments relative to Chriftian 
doctrines and church difcipline 
ayree with the author’s, For it 
contains an ingenious defence of 
ecclefiaftical efiablifhinents; Mr. 
Milner’s hiftory of the Arian con- 
troverfy; his hittory of Pelagianifin ; 
and his a¢count, at contiderable 
length, of the writings and labours 
of Auguftine, the great champipa 
of the doftrines of grace. 


The firft work which calls for 
our notice among the Biographical 
publications of the year, is * the 
Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici, calied 
the Magniticent, by William Rof- 
coe,” in 2 vols. 4to. In order to fup- 
ply himfelf with materials for his un- 
dertaking, Mr. Rofcoe nad recourfe 
not only tothe labours of preceding 
biographers, hiftorians, and critics, 
but, through the medium ef a 
friend, tot e Laurentinian and Ric 
cardi libraries, at Florence, whence 
he was enabled to derive much 
original and interefting informa- 


tion. We fhall endeavour to lay 
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before our readers a brief fyllabus 
of the inftru€@tive and curious mat- 
ter of which thefe volumes confiit. 
The whole work is divided inte ten 
chapters; of which each volume 
contains five, with a copious ap- 
pendix of hiftorical and literary do- 
cuments. The firft chapter pre- 
fents us with a fketch of the hif- 
tory of Florence to the period 
when the houfe of Medici acquir- 
ed a preponderating influence in the 
ftate, and the life of Cofmo de’ Me- 
dici, the grandfather of Lorenzo. 
The fecond chapter is employed 
in defcribing the earlier years of 
the life of Lorenzo, his promifing 
talehts and accomplifhments, and 
the adminiftration of his father 
Piero until his death. In the third 
chapter we meet with an account 
of the political ftate of Italy at the 
period when Lorenzo was called 
to the adminiftration of the affairs 
of the republic, of the wealth and 
commercial concerns of the houfe 
of Medici, and of the prevalence 
of the Platonic philofophy in Italv, 
together with much. interefting 
biographical, political, and literary 
information. The fourth chapter 
developes the origin, the circum- 
frances, and the confequenc es of 
the memorable but atrocious con- 
fyiracy of the Pazzi. The fifth 
Chapter, which concludes the firft 
olume, 18 devoted to the ftudies 
of Lorenzo, criticifms on his po- 
etrv, and on Italian poetry in gene- 
ral. Mr. Rofcoe’s fecond volume 
commences with the fixth chapter, 
which deferibes the meafures pur- 
fued by Lorenzo in order to pre- 
fe rive the balance of power among 
the incividual governments of lialy, 
and the independence of Florence, 
tovether with the great reputa ion 
which he enjoyed throughout Eu- 
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rope. The progrefs of literature, 
the exertions of Lorenzo for jts 
encouragement, the eftimation jn 
which learned men were held at 
that period, and particulars con. 
cerning fome of the moft diftin. 
guiihed of them, are the fubjeés 
of the feventh chapter. In the 
eighth we are prefented with the 
domeftic character of Lorenzo, 
with an account of his villas, of 
his manner of {pending his time 
with his literary frends, of his at. 
tention to the welfare of his chil- 
dren, and other interefting topics. 
The ninth chapter details the pro. 
grefs of the arts, from their early 
dawn in Italy to the commence. 
ment of the ase of Leo X. In the 
tenth chapter Mr. Roicoe gives an 
account of the death, and a review 
of the charaéter of Lorenzo, of 
the expulfion of his family from 
Florence, and of the varying con- 
dition of the republic until its ex- 
tin¢étion by the revolution which 
delivered it up, “a rich and un- 
expected prize,”? to Cofmo de’ Me- 
dici, the firft grand duke, who 
was a defcendant from John, the 
brother of the firft Cofmo. From 
the particulars which we have enu- 
merated, our readers will perceive, 
that the work before us abounds ia 
a rich variety of inftruétion and 
entertainment: that it comprehends 
a very important period in the hif- 
tory of Europe, and a ftill more 
important ‘one in the hiftory of li- 
terature and fcience. On the fe- 
veral fubje@s which have employed 
Mr. Rofcoe’s pen, he has difvover- 
ed very extenfive, and much novel 
information, together with that 


_correctnefs of judgment, that 1m- 


yo ae 
partiality and good tafte, whica 
fecure to him a very high rank 
among modern hittorians. ‘The 

feiiti- 











fentiments, likewife, which per- 
vade his work, are uniformly fa- 
vourable to the interefts of virtue 
and liberty. His ftyle is unaffected, 
perfpicuous, and elegant. 

The * Memoirs of the Life and 
Writings of the Abate Metattafio, 
in which are incorporated Tranfla- 
tions of his principal Letters, by 
Charles Burney, Muf. D. F. R. S.” 
in 3 vols. cannot but prove highly 
gratifying ata period when a tafte 
for Italian poetry and mufic is 
deemed one of the indifpenfable 
requifites for an accomplifhed 
man of fafhion. Independently of 
this circumftance, however, the 
fterling merits of Metatiafio as a 
dramatic poet and critic cannot 
fail of rendering them interefting 
to every perfon converfant in the 
beauties of polite literature. Dr. 
Burney’s peculiar qualifications for 
fuch an undertaking are fo well 
known, that it is entirely unneceflary 
for us to enlarge on them. The 
materials for this work were col- 
lected by him at Vienna, and in 
Italv, partly from the biographies 
of preceding writers, partly from 
the communications of the intimate 
friends of our bard, and partly 
from the pofthumous edition of 
his letters. Indeed the greater 
part of the volumes before us, after 
we are prefented with a_prelimi- 
nary account of the earlier inci- 
dents of the poet’s life, confifts 
of a tran{lation of thofe letters, in- 
termixed with a judicious connect- 
ing narrative illu{trative of the cir- 
eumftances to which they refer, and 
various pleafing digreffions relative 
© his own life, or thofe of his 
iriends and correfpondents. The 
letters above mentioned, in the 
words of one of his Italian bio- 
graphers, “ difcover his moft inti- 
mate attachments, his moft fecret 
thoughts, his favourite opipions, 
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and the hiftory of a man who was 
all heart and all virtue.” Dr, Burs 
ney's tranflation of them is accurate 
and elegant. The work before us 
having been undertaken as a kind 
of Ms VN to the general Hif- 
tory of Mufic, the mufical reader 
is prefented, at the clofe of the 
third volume, with fome valuable 
reflections by the author, concern. 
ing each clafs of Metaftafio’s po. 
etical productions for mufic; to 
which he has added an account 
of his “ Abftra& of Ariftotie’s 
Art of Poetry, with Remarks,” 
which was his fole work in profe, 
and, being poithumous, but little 
known. 

The next biographical article 
which we have to introduce con. 
tains Memoirs of the Life, and is 
prefixed to “the Work# of An- 
thony Raphael Mengs, firft Painter 
to his Catholic Majefty Charles III. 
tranflated from the Italian publith. 
ed by the Chevalier Don Jofeph 
Nicholas D’Azara, Spanifh Mi. 
nifter at Rome, in 3 vols.” The 
author of thefe memoirs is an en- 
thufiattic admirer of the talents and 
genius of the artift whom he cele- 
brates. He fpeaks of him as hav- 
ing ‘appeared to the world to re- 
eftablifh the arts;”’ and adds, * if 
the tranfmigration could be ad- 
mitted, one might fay that fome 
genius of Greece, in its moft florid 
itate, had transfufed itfelf in him; 
fuch was the profundity of his ideas, 
the elevation of his invention, and 
the fimplicity and candour of his 
manners.” And his tranflator men- 


tions his having “ vifited the ca’ 


pital of Spain, where the paintings 
of Mengs appear in all their great. 
nefs; where not to admire him is 
almoft a violence againft church 
and ftate; an enthufiafm fupported 
not by the wild rumour and folly 
of a day, but authorifed by men of 
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undoubted tafte and knowledge in 
the profeffion.” It is not our,pro- 
vince to decide on the artift’s claim 
to juch fuperlative praife, and on 
the judgments of “the fwarm of 
critics of every kind” which his 
works have produced. Among our 
feleétions under the head of Bio- 
graphical Anecdotes, and Charac- 
ters, we have extracted fuch par- 
ticulars from the memoirs of his 
life, as, we doubt not, will afford 
entertainment to. our readers, and 
excite their inclination to perufe 
the whole. Thefe memoirs are 
followed by a lift of the paintings 
done in Spain by Mengs, as well 
for the royal family as for private 
perfons. His works collected in 
the volumes before us confift of 
Reflections upon Beauty and Tafte 
in Painting, in three parts; Re- 
fiections upon the three great 
Painters, Raphael, Correggio, and 
Titian, and upon the Ancients, in 
five parts;.a Fragment of a Dif- 
couete upon the Means of making 
the Polite Arts flourifh in Spain; 
Letters; Reflections on Style, Co- 
louring, Invention, Compofition, 
&c.; Defcription of the principal 
Paintings in the Royal Palace at 
Madrid; a Letter on the Rife, Pro- 
grefs, and Decay of the Art of De- 
figning; Memoirs concerning the 
Life and Works of Correggio, with 
Reflections ard Annotations; a 

ifcourfe upon the Academy of 
Fine Arts at Madrid; and Praéti- 
cal Leffons upon Painting. The 
tranflation appears to be the work 
of a foreign amateur, who is not 
perfectly mafter of the Englith 
idiom. 

* The Life of Robert Grofletefte, 
the celebrated Bithop of Lincoln, 
by Samuel Pegze, LL.D. &c. with 
an Account of the Bifhop’s Work:, 
and an Appendix,” is a curious 
and intereRing picce of biography, 
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The learned and induftrious author 
has taken uncommon pains in col- 
leéting and appreciating the mate. 
rials which relate to the chara@er 
and conduét of a prelate, who was 
one of the moft noted men of the 
age in which he lived, for abilities, 
learning, and virtue, and one of 
the boldeft oppofers, within the 
pale of the catholic church, of the 
fcandalous abufes and oppreffions 
of the court of Rome. He was, 
however, at the fame time attached, 
even to bigotry, to the doétrines 
and “ orthodox traditions of the 
fathers, and the decretal conftitu- 
tion of the holy fee,” and * foars 
fo high,” fays our author, “ in his 
ideas concerning the privileges and 
prerogatives of the clerical order, that 
he even leaves archbifhop Becket 
far behind him.” Dr. Regge, 
while he beftows due praife on the 
commendable part of the bifhop’s 
character, does nat facrifice his 
“own notions and fentiments to 
a blind indifcriminate admiration 
of the prelate,” but exercifes im- 
partiality united with candour, in 
pointing out wat was exception; 
able in him, and accompanies his 
narrative with judicious and ufe- 
ful reflections. In enumerating the 
works of the bifhop, he has ar- 
ranged the whole, whether edited 
or inelited, under their proper 
heads, and very honeftiy acknow- 
ledges, that the greateft part of his 
labours on divine fubjects, fer- 
mons, commentaries, differtations, 
&c. would prove of very little fer- 
vice in thefe far more enlightened 
times. 

“ The Lives of Dr. John Donne, 
Sir Henry Wotton, Mr. Richard 
Hooker, Mr. George Herbert, and 
Dr. Robert Sanderfon, by Ifaac 
Walton, with Notes, and the Lifg 
of the Author, by Thomas Zouch, 


A. M.” call for our notice ioe’ 
© 








on account of the new matter which 
has been introduced by the prefent 
editor. In his life of Walton, Mr. 
Zouch has colleéted whatever in- 
formation he could obtain relativé 
to a worthy msn, and indnftrious 
tradefman, who, on his retirement 
from bufinefs, cultivated the: ac- 
quaintance of fome of the eminent 
characters of his age, and drew 
up, among other articles, the me- 
moirs mentioned in the title; but 
who is more extenfively known as 
the author of the ‘ Complete 
Angler, or the Contemplative Man’s 
Recreation,” than as a biographer, 
We have found ourfelves, how- 
ever, ata lofs to difcover in the 
particulars of his life, the peculiar 
merit which entitles his general or 
his literary character to the di- 
ftinétion which Mr. Zouch’s par- 
tiality is willing to confer upon 
him. The notes to Walton’s lives 
confift of biographical fketches, 
critical remarks, and _illuttrative 
annotations, which are the refult 
of much learned induftry, and will 
afford the reader information and 
amufement. But of the tendency 
of fome of them we cannot approve, 
as they are calculated to excite and 
exafperate the aniofities of reli- 
gionifts of different perfuafions, and 
of political partizans, rather than 
to promote a fpirit of mutual can- 
dour and liberality. This work is 
recommended by elegance of typo- 
graphy, and eight well-executed 
engravings. 

The next publication which we 
have to notice, from the celebrity 
of the author whofe retmains it pre- 
fents to the world, cannot fail of 
being highly interefting to the 
reader: it confifts of the « Mif- 
cellaneous Works of Edward Gib- 
bon, Efq. with Memoirs of his 
Life and Writings, compofed by 
himfelf; illuftrated frem his Let 
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ters, with occafional Notes and 
Remarks, by John Lord Sheffield,” 
in 2 vols. 4to. The moft impor- 
tant part of thefe volumes are the 
Memoirs of Mr. Gibbon’s Life and 
Writings, which he “ feems to 
have projected with peculiar folici- 
tude and attention, and of which 
he left fix different fketches in hig 
own hand writing, from all which 
thefe memoirs have been carefully 
fele&ted and put together.” In the 
long extract which we have given 
from them among our Biographi- 
ca! Anecdotes and Charatters, our 
readers will meet with a fpecimen 
of the entertainment they afford, 
They contain what the author in- 
tended to be a faithful delineation of 
“ the feries of his thouehts and ace 
tions ;”’ in which he does not appear 
to have concealed any thing that 
could ferve to illuftrate the princi- 
pal outlines of his charaéter, or the 
courfe of {tudies by which he ac- 
quired hisdittinguifhed liter iry repu- 
tation, But. from the foiicitude and 
attention above alluded to, thev are 
rendered too laboured and artifi- 
cial, and prefent us with few of 
thofe familiar incidents and minute 
particularities which diftinguith 
man from man. They exhibit 
him, however, as a {cholar, in thofe 
points of view which reflect the 
higheft honour on his literary di- 
ligence and perfeverance, and hold 
him out as an admirabie model for 
ftudious voung men. And they 
give us a pleafing picture of thofe 
amiable manners, which rendered 
his intimacy fo defirable to his pri- 
vate friends, and in the intercourfe 
of polithed fociety. In the feries 
of his familiar letters, during a Cor- 
ref{pondence with ditferent perfons 
through a period of thirty-feven 
years, the qualities of his heart ap- 
pear to eminent advantage. But 
the politician will not be able to 
gather 
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gather from thefe remains any 
proofs of the philofophy of his 
views, or of the firmnefs and con- 
fiftency of his character, with re- 
fpect to the great principles of 
liberty. Nor will the divine be 
Jed, from his account of his reli- 
gious vacillations, till he funk into 
what is falfely called philofophic 
indifference, his incidental farcaftic 
remarks when the fubjeét of reli- 
gion is introduced, or from his ec- 
clefiaftical anecdotes, to pronqunce 
him accurately informed, or ca- 
pable of deciding with impartiality 
in his province. Thefe volumes, 
in addiiion to the author’s memoirs 
and letters, contain interefiing abf- 
tracts of reading, with reflections 
upon men and books, feleéted from 
the journal of his aétions, ftudies, 
and opinions; a collection of his 
remarks, and detached pieces on 
different fubje&ts; outlines of the 
hiftory of the world, from the 
ninth century to the fifteenth, a 
javenile fketch; republications of 
fome of his pieces, critical, apolo- 
getical, and political; a differtation 
on L’Homme au Mafgaue de Fer ; 
Antiquities of the Houfe of Brunf- 
wick, of which we have given a 
fpecimen among our felections ; 
and an addrefs to the public, on 
the improvement of Engliih biftory. 

The “ Memoirs of a late emi- 
nent Advocate, and Member of 
the Honourable Society of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, by William Melmoth, 
E{q.”” are an elegant tribute of 
refpeét to the memory of the au- 
thor’s father, who appears to have 
filled his ftation in fociety with 
credit to his profeflional charaéter, 
and with great honour to himfelf 
as aman and as a Chriftian. The 
fubje&t of them was the author of 
a very popular work, entitled’ The 
great Importance of a religious 
Lite,” and of fome able difcuffions 
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on the lawfulnefs of the orths ef 
allegiance and fupremacy after the 
era of the revolution in 1688, 
which are inferted in thefe memoirs 
in the form of letters. 

The “© Memoirs of the Life and 
Writings of Robert Robinfon, late 
Minifter of the Difenting Congre- 
gation , in St. Andrew's Parith, 
Cambridge, by George Dyer, late 
of Emanuel College, Cambridge," 
contain interefting particuiars of a 
fingular but very worthy man, who, 
by the exertions of an energetic 
mind, and laborious ftudy, raifed 
himfelf from a very humble fitu. 
ation to confiderable literarv emi- 
nence, and became diftinguifhed 
among the advocates of civil and 
religious freedom. On the im. 
portance and value of his writings, 
we have had frequent opportuni- 
ties of exprefling our opinion ; and 
they are too well known to require 
ourenumeration. Mr. Dyer, from 
his literary talents, with which 
the public are not unacquainted, 
from his habits of ftri& intimacy 
with Mr. Robinfon, from a con- 
fiderable fimilarity of fentiment, 
and an unaffected fimplicity and 
candour, was weil gualitied to be- 
come. his biosrapher; and his 
nemoirs will be read with pleafure 
by thofe who entertain very diffe- 
rent opinions in theological and ec- 
cleGiaftical matters. ‘They do not 
confift of an unbroken narrative, 
but are intermixed with dfgreflions 
arifing out of the fubjeét, copious 
extra¢ts from the writings of Mr. 
Robinfon, and critical remarks and 
reflections by the author. “ But,” 
fays he, ** my eye has been fixed 
on Robert Robinfon ; a man who 
poflefed ftrong characteriftic fea- 
tures; who, in his manners, was 
peculiar; in his religion, a little 
inconftant, perhaps; in his pur- 


{uits, a-great manufacturer of var 
rieti¢ss 








rieties. As he diverfifies his pur- 
fuits, I diverfify my chapters. The 
enly queftions with me of impor- 
tance are, have I, on the whole, 
preferved the truth of character, 
and yet maintained fomething like 
unity of defign?” We think that 
he has; and conclude by ‘obferv- 
ing, that his volume, independent! 

of what is appropriate to the life 
and writings of Mr. Robinfon, 
eontains fome curious documents 
relative to the hiftory of modern 
non-conformifts. 

“ The Life of the Rev. William 
Romaine, M.A. &c. by William 
Bromley Cadogan, M. A.” relates 
what particulars the author was able 
to collec&t refpecting a gentleman, 
who for many years fuftained a 
confiderable reputation among the 
Calviniftic members of the church 
of England, and who was zealous 
in propagating, by numerous pub- 
ications, as well as inceflant pulpit 
exertions, what he conceived to be 
the true orthodox fyftem of doc- 
trine and difcipline. It contains 
few faéts, however, that will prove 
interefting, excepting to thofe who 
have adopted a fimilar mode of 
thinking with Mr. Romaine: and 
to perfons of that defcription, the 
biographer’s manner, as well as 
matter, will prove highly accept- 
able. 

The fourth volume of  Ancc- 
dotes of Diftinguifhed Perfons, 
chiefly of the prefent and two pre- 
ceding Centuries,” maintains the 
fame character with the former vo- 
jumes, noticed in our la{ft year’s 
Regifter, as an entertaining and 
interefting publication. It difco- 
vers equal variety in the extracts 
from old and fcarce treatifes, and 
at leaft a proportionate fhare of 
original information. 

From the title of “ The Biegra- 
phical Mirrour, or Connoiffeur’s 
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Repofitory, comprizing a Series of 
Antient and Modern Englith Por- 
traits of Eminent and Diftinguifhed 
Perfons, from original Pictures and 
Drawings,” our readers will per- 
ceive that it is a work belonging 
rather to the fine arts than to the 
province of biography. The por- 
traits, which are fifty in number, 
poffefs confiderable merit, and are 
accompanied with brief and well. 
written memoirs of the perfons 
whom they reprefent. Thefe me. 
moirs, as it may be expected, are 
chiefly compilations, 

In the remarks in our laft volume 
on bifhap Hurd’s “ Difcourfe b 
Way of Pretace to the Quarto 
Edition of Bithop Warburton’'s 
Works,” we freely cenfured thae 
author’s evident want of candour 
and juttice, when appreciating the 
chara¢ters and labours of fome of 
Dr. Warburton’s contemporaries, 
and literary opponents. During 
the prefent year, an elegant and 
mafterly defence of two great men 
to.whom Dr. Hurd had not done 
juftice, has been publithed in “A 
Letter to the Lord Bithop of Wor- 
cefter, occafioned by his Strictures 
on Archbifhop Secker and Bithop 
Lowth, in his Life, &c. by a Mem- 
ber of the Univerfity of Oxford.” 
Befides the learning and tafte which 
the author difcovers in refuting the 
{tatements of Dr. Hurd, and ia 
{upporting the claims of the learned 
prelates to the rank in which they 
have hitherto flood in the efti- 
mation of the public, his remarks 
and admonitions are uniformly can- 
did, liberal, and gentlemanly. 

In our Regifter for the  vear 
1793, Our readers will find, among 
the articles under the head of An- 
tiquities, an account of Mr. Che- 
valier’s * Defcription of the Plain 
of Troy, &c.” and of the principal 
topics which the author undertook 

to 






















































































































/ ; 
f 


} 





| 
“f238] DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


to difcufs. During the prefent 
year, a veteran in antiquarian lore, 
Mr. Bryant, has publifhed ** Ob- 
fervations” on that work, in which 
his erudition’ and ingenuity. are 
employed in controverting the ac- 
curacy of Mr. Chevalier’s claftical 
geography; and in maintaining, 
that the conical mounds, which, in 
the opinion of the latter, are the 
identical tombs raifed over the 
afhes of the heroes of the Trojan 
war, are, in reality, ancient Thra- 
cian barrows, founded prior to the 
era of Troy. Of the force and 
perfpicuity of his arguments, we 
mutt leave the reader to judge trom 
the perufal of the author’s treatile. 

Tae laft-mentioncd work was 
foon foliowed by a more extenfive 
« Differtation concerning the War 
of Troy, arid the Expedition of the 
Grecians, as defcribed by Homer ; 
fhewing that no fuch Expedition 
was ever undertaken, and that no 
fuch City of Phrygia exiited, by 
Jacob Bryant.” In the progrefs 
of his differtation, the author en- 
deavours to fupport his curious 
hypothefis, partly by reafoning on 
the ground of what he deems to be 
probabilities, and partly by an ap- 
peal to hiftory. We do not con- 
ceive, however, that he will meet 
with many readers who will not, in 
the firft inftance, difpute his pro- 

bilities, and, of courfe, refufe to 
fubfcribe to the legitimacy of his 
conclufions from them. ‘The ar- 
guments which he deduces from 
hiftory are, the inconfiftencies and 
contradictory accounts of different 
writers, which certainly throw con- 
fiderable darknefs on particular 
circumitances; and the opinions 
ef fome philof~pners who lived 
feveral centuries after the generally 
received era of the Trojan war, 
and even after the time of Homer, 
who confidered his poem to be an 


allegorical defcription ‘of virtie 
and juftice. But. we cannot admit 
that thefe arguments invalidate the 
grounds which we have for be. 
lieving, that the leading events in 
the poet’s reprefentation are found- 
ed in truth, efpecially as their re. 
ality is fupported by the evidence 
of the earlieft and moft authentic 
hiftorians, without reducing the 
whole of hiftoric teftimony to un. 
certainty and fable. Were Mr, 
Brvant’s hypothefis to obtain cre- 
dit, we fear that the conclufions 
drawn from it would materially 
injure the evidence for the truth of 
revelation, which he intended to 
ferve by this inveftigation. 

Mr. Coxe’s “ Letter on the Se- 
cret Tribunals of Weftphalia, ad- 
dreffed to Elizabeth, Countefs of 
Pembroke,” contains a_ colleétion 
of authorities, from authors of un- 
doubted credit, to prove the actual 
exiftence, for a confiderable pe- 
riod, of that abominabie fyftem of 
jurifprudence in Germany, which 
has been pourtrayed in terrific co- 
lours in the novel entitled Herman 
of Unna. It is a curious and inter- 
efting publication, and will be 
found wfeful in illuftrating the hif- 
tory of legiflation on the continent, 
from the time of Charlemagne to 
the middle of the feventeenth cen- 
tury. 

Mr. B-ydfon’s * Summary View 
of Heraldry, in Reference to the 
Ufages of Chivalry, and the gene- 
ral Economy of the Feudal Syftem, 
&c.”” is a performance on a dry, 
and, to the majority of readers, un- 
inviting fubjeét, which the author 
has contrived to recommend to 
their attention by a judicious intets 
mixture of information and enters 
tainment. It is divided into fix 
chapters. In the firft chapter, Mr. 
Brydfon gives an account of the 


ftru@ure of the feudal fyftem ; = 
the 








the origin and progrefs of political 
and ecclefiaftical rank; and of the 
origin, {pirit, difcipline, laws, &c. 
of chivalry. The fecond chapter 
treats of the hiftory of tournaments; 
of the object, regulations, materials, 
&c. of armorial enfigns; and of 
the hiftory of the croifades, as far 
as heraldry is concerned. In the 
third chapter we have an account 
of the manners of chivalry; of the 
armorial bearings of knights-errant ; 
of the fymbolical meaning of thofe 
bearings; and of the origin of the 
arms of particular families and 
ftates. In the fourth chapter, we 
find a difcuffion of the form, and 
various modes in which arms are 
exhibited, &c. &c. together with a 
recapitulation, and general obfer- 
vations refpecting the organic or 
fymbolical part of heraldry. ‘The 
fifth chapter is employed on the 
political department of heraldry, 
comprehending all the diftinctions 
of ranks belonging to the feudal 
fyftem, civil, military, and ecclefi- 
aftical ; and the prefent ftate and 
acceptation of fome of the inferior 
diftin&tions and titles derived from 
chivalry. The fixth chapter con- 
tains a differtation on the diftinction 
of ranks in fociety, which the au- 
thor conceives to be unavoidable 
and neceffary; anda recapitulation 
of the advantages arifing from the 
feudal government, and the fpirit 
of chivalry. ‘To thefe chapters the 
author has added an appendix, de- 
fcribing the diftin@ion of ranks in- 
cluded in the Britifh conttitution, 
with the different privileges an- 
nexed to each. To the privileged 
orders this treatife cannot fail of 
being ‘acceptable ; and to readers 
in general, who either lament or 
rejoice that the days of chivalry are 
over, it will afford inftruétion, and 
amufement, as it brings into a {mail 
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compafs what is moft material ina 
fcience intimately conneéted with 
the paft hiftory of Europe. Tire 
author’s ftyle and language, while 
they are appropriate, are, in general, 
correct, per{picuous, and pleafing. 
During the prefent year, ‘a 
moft impudent and immoral lite- 
rary forgery was attempted to be 
practifed upon the public, which 
was contrived with a degree of in- 
dufiry and art that ferved, for a 
fhort time, completely to impofe 
upon credulous and hatty inquirers, 
and to promife much pecuniary 
advantage to the proje¢tors. -Ac- 
cording to repofts and advertife- 
ments, which were very generally 
circulated, a Mr. Samuel Ireland 
was faid, by a combination of 
myfterious circumftances, to have 
obtained poffeflion of a numberof 
legal inftruments and papers which 
had belonged te Shakipeare; com- 
prehending letters, dramatic pieces, 
&c. in the hand-writing of that 
bard, and other curious documents 
in the hand-writing of queen Eli- 
zabeth, the earl of Southampton, 
and other patrons and contempo- 
raries of Shakfpeare. Specimens 
of thefe papers were fubmitted to 
the examination of the curious, and 
obtained (we are as forry to relate 
the fact as the parties concerned 
mutt now be afhamed of their 
having been fo eafily duped) certi- 
ficates from many learned and re- 
fpectable characters, containing an 
avowal of their perfect’ conviction 
of the genuinenefs of the manu- 
fcripts. Fortified by their opinion, 
Mr. Ireland publifhed a coftly vo- 
lume of “ Mifcellaneous Papers and 
Legal Inftruments, under the Hand 
and Seal of William Shaktpeare ; 
including the Tragedy of King 
Lear, anda {mall Fragment of Ham- 
let, from the original Maauicripts,” 
illuitrated 
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illuftrated with twenty-fix engrav- 
ings, in order to furnifh the public 
with fufficient proofs of the genu- 
inenefs, and to imprefs them with 
the importance of the treafure in 
referve. Before the appearance of 
this volume, the more cautious end 
intelligent examiners of the [peci- 
mens, without any fcruple or heti- 
tation, declared their conviction 
that the whole was an attempt at a 
moft fcandalous and grofs impo- 
fition. Soon after the appearance 
of the volume before us, the whole 
fabric of delufion “ melted into air, 
into thin air.’ The internal evi- 
dence was of itielf futhcient to 
fatisfy the true * fcholar, the man 
of tafte, the antiquarian, the herald, 
the paper-maker, &c.” and the leds 
informed had their curiofity on the 
fubjec fatisfied, or their credulity 
‘,difabufed, by the publications to 
which it fpeedily gave rife. 

The firft of thefe, in point of 
importance, though not in the or- 
der of time, was ‘an Inquiry into 
the Authenticity of certain Mif- 
cellaneons Papers, &c. attributed 
to Shakfpeare, Queen Elizabeth, 
and Henry Earl of Southampton ; 
illuftrated by Fac-fimiles of the 
genuine Hand-writing of that No- 
bleman, and of her Majefty, a new 
Fac-Simile of the Hand-writing of 
Shak{peare, never before exhibited, 
and other authentic Documents; 
by Edmund Malone, Efq.” Of 
this very able performance, it is 
fufficient to fay, that it is a ma- 
fterly piece of argument and criti- 
cifm; and thatthe author may con- 
gratulate himfelf and the public on 
the fatisfaction which he has been 
enabled to offer to the injured 
manets of Shak{peare, by vindicat- 
ing him from all this ** imputed 
traih,”’ and refcuing him * from 
the hauds of a bungling impottor, 


by proving all thefe manufcripts te 
be the true and genuine offspring 
of confummate ignorance and un. 
paralleled audacity.” 

In Mr. Boaden’s “ Letter to 
George Stevens, Ef{q. containing a 
Critical Examination of the Papers, 
&c.”’ we have another fatisfactory 
detection of the forgery ; and alfo 
in Mr. Waldron’s “ Free Reflec. 
tions on Mifcellaneous Papers aad 
Legal Inftruments, &c¢.’? In juf- 
tice to both thefe authors it fhould 
be mentioned, that although at firft 
they had been impofed upon, with 
many other literary characters not 
fo ingenuous as themfelves, their 
calm reflections had correéted their 
judgments, and they had publithed 
their remarks before the appearance 
of Mr. Malone’s complete death. 
blow to the impofture. 

The “ Original Letters, &c. of 
Sir John Falftaff and his Friends, 
now firft made public by a Gentle- 
man, a Defcendant of Dame Quick- 
ly, from Genuine Manufcripts 
which have been in the Poffeffion 
of the Quickly Family near 400 
Years,” confift.of humourous and 
ingenious imitations of the lan- 
guage, and defcriptions of the man- 
ners of fome of the comic cha- 
racters drawn by Shakfpeare, well 
adapted to expofe to ridicule 
“ Mafter Samuel Irelaunde,” to 
whom they are dedicated. 

For fome fhort time after the 
appearance of the above-named 
Matter Ireland’s «+ Mifcellaneous 
Papers, &c.”’ efforts were made to 
funport their authenticity by dif- 
ferent anonymous authors. One of 
thefe publifhed his lucubrations un- 
der the title of «* A Comparative 
Review of the Opinions of Mr. 
James Boaden, &c.” with the fig- 
nature of A Friend to Confritency; 


another his, with the figuature of 
Phila- 


i i 
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Philalethes, under the title of 
«« Shak{peare’s Manufcripts in the 
Poffefion of Mr. Ireland ¢xamin- 
ed, refpecting the infernal and ex- 
ternal Evidences of their Authen- 
ticity ;” and a third under the title 
of * Vortigern under Confidera- 
tion, &c.” which in point of com- 
pofition were not contemptible, 
but are now configned to oblivion 
with the forgery they were meant 
to defend. We are far from wifh- 
ing to include the authors among 
the participes criminis. The title 
of the laft-mentioned treatife gives 
us the opportunity.of adding, that 
a play from Mr. Ireland's collec- 
tion, called “ Vortigern and Row- 
ena,” found its way to the boards 
of a theatre royal, but, in the tech- 
nical language, was damned on the 
firft night. 

We clofe our lift of treatifes on 
this fubjeét of literary fraud, with 
announcing “* An authentic Ac- 
count of the Shakf{perian Manu- 
fcripts, by W. H. Ireland,” fon of 
Mr. Samuel Ireland, in which the 
young man takes upon himfelf the 
whole criminality of the infamous 
bufinefs ; and * Mr, Ireland’s Vin- 
dication of his Conduét, &c.” on 
the ground of his fon’s confefiron 
and folemn declaration. Of the 
credit due to the former, and of 
the pleas which candour may be 
induced to adinit in extenuation of 
the reprehenfible conduét of the 
latter, we leave the public to judge 
from their refpective productions. 

Since the laft notice which we 
took of “ Archzwologia, or, mif- 
cellaneous Traéts relative to Anti- 
quities, by the Society of Anti- 
quaries, of London,” the XIth and 
XIith volumes of that work have 
made their appearance. ‘Thefe vo- 
limes —— us with a great va- 
riety o 
the refearches and ftudies of the 
members, by many of which we 
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papers, chiefly the refult of | 


have been inftruéted and enter. 
tained. Thé moft valuable articles 
in the XIth volume are, Obfer- 
vations on Pliny’s Account of the 
Temple of Diana at Ephefus, by 
Thomas Falconer, Efq; an Ac- 
count of Roman Antiquities difs 
covered in Cumberland, by the 
Rev. D. Carlifle ; a Memoir on Bri« 
tifh Naval Architeéture, by Ralph 
Willett, Efq; a Memoir on the 
Origin of Printin » by the fame 
gentleman ; and Remarks on the 
European Names of Cheffinen, by 
Francis Douce, Efqs Among the 
moft important articles in the 
XIIth volume, we may point out 
different papers on Druidical Re- 
mains, and Roman and other An- 
tiquities in Derbyfhire, by Hay- 
man Rooke, Efq; an Epiftolary 
Differtation upon the Life and 
Writings of Robert Wace, an An- 
glo- Norman Poet of the 12th Cen- 
tury, by the Abbé de la Rue; a 
Letter concerning the Lives of 
various Anglo-Norman Poets of 
the fame Age, by the fame au- 
thor; an Efiay towards the Hif- 
tory of the Venta Icenorum of 
the Romans, and of Norwich 
Caftle, with Remarks on the Ar- 
chiteéture of the Anglo-Saxons 
and Normans, by William Wil 
kins of Norwich; Extraés from a 
M.S. entitled the Life of Mr. Phi- 
neas Pette, one of the Mafter Shipe 
wrights to King James I. drawn, 
up by himfelf, and communicated 
by the Rev, Samuel*Denne; and 
the Account of Sir Edward Wal- 
degrave, Knight, of the Money, 
Cloaths, Velvets, Silks, Provifions, 
&e. &c. expended at the Funeral 
of King Edward VI. communiecat- 
ed by Craven Ord, Evq. from the 
original in the exchequer. To 
which we may add the articles in- 
ferted among our felections. Thefe 
volumes are amply illuftrated with 
well-executed engravings. 
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The publication entitled “ Vefti- 
es of Oxford Caftle, or a fmall 
‘fragment of a Work intended to 

be publifhed fpeedily, on the Hif- 
tory of ancient Caftles, and on the 
Progrefs of Architeture, by Ed- 
ward King, Efq. F. R. S. and F. 
S. A.” accompanied with plates, af- 
fords abundant evidence of the 
learning, accuracy, and ingenuity 
which the author is capable of em- 
ploying in inveftigating the curious 
remains of ancient times; and is a 
promifing fpecimen of the enter- 
tainment which may be expected 
from his larger work, His defign 
in that undertaking is, * to eluci- 
date the hiftory of the whole gra- 
dual progres? of architeéture, in all 
its branches, bogh ecclefiaftical, ci- 
vil, and military, in fucceffive pe- 
riods in this country ; and to afford 
a ftriking illuftration of coeval 
and contemporary manners; and 
wn elucidation of feveral obfcure 
ordinances in feudal and other 
laws; giving clear proofs of the 
one by means of the moft un- 
queftionable remaining fpecimens 
of many ancient ftructures, now 
brought into one point of view, 
and compared together; by means 
of the ‘comparifon of thefe with 
the moft pofitive evidence of an- 
cient records and hiftorians, from 
the age of the firft Britons, down 
to the beginning of the 17th cen- 
tury :’’ and to throw light “ on 
the hiftory of manners of. thofe 
primeval eaftern aations, and on 
thofe patriarchal ages, from whence 
many of the firft ideas-of building, 
and of rearing either fortrefles or 
facred ftructures, were unqueftion- 
ably derived.” 

Mr. Cordiner’s “ Remarkable 
Ruins, and romantic Profpects, of 
North Britain; with ancient Mo- 
numents, and fingular Subjeéts of 
Natural Hiftory,” in 2 vols, gto. 





with numerous beautiful engray- 
ings, will be received with pleafure 
by the antiquary, the man of tafte 
and the natural hiftorian. This 
work was originally publifhed in 
numbers, which are now colleé. 
ed, and arranged under the divi. 
fions implied in the title. We 
cannot particularize its various con. 
tents. Blemifhes and defefs we 
might point out in the narrative 
and defcriptive part, with refped 
to the language and compofition, 
and what we deem to be liable to 
animadverfion in the author’s anti- 
quarian conjectures, and the re. 
fiections incidentally interfperfed 
throughout his work. But the or- 
namental part, on which it was 
defigned chiefly to depend for re. 
commendation, entitles it to a ve 
refpectable rank in this clafs of pro- 
duttions, 

Of the plan and contents of the 
next work which we have to an- 
nounce, our readers will be able 
to form a tolerable idea from its 
ample title. It is “ The Hiftory 
of the County of Cumberland, and 
fome Places adjacent, from the 
earlieft Accounts to the prefent 
Time: comprehending the local 
Hiftory of the County ; its Anti- 
quities ; the Origin, Genealogy, . 
and prefent State of the principal 
Families, with biographical Notes ; 
its Mines, Minerals, and Plants, 
with other Curiofities, either of 
Nature or of Art. Particular At- 
tention is paid, and a juft Account 
given of every Improvement in 
Agriculture, Manufactures, and the 
other Arts, in 2 vols. By Wil- 
liam Hutchinfon, F. A. §.” Vol. 1 
in 2 parts. On the author's in- 
duftry in colleéting and vfs 
the materials of this work, it woul 
be unjuft were we not to beftowa 
confiderable degree of praife; as 
it would, likewife, were we not to 

pro- 
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pronounce it replete with that fpe- 
cies of information and entertait- 
ment which we expect to meet 
with in topographical hiftories. We 
do not pronounce it a perfeét, or 
unobjectionable performance: but 
its general merits greatly outweigh 
its defects. This hiftory is illuftrat- 
ed with feveral neat engravings. 

Mr. Lodge’s “ introductory 
Sketches of a topographical Hiftory 
of the County of Hereford,” are 
offered to the public as a fpeci- 
men of a larger work, on which it 
it his intention to employ himfelf, 
fhould he meet with the encou- 
ragement and afliflance neceflary 
to the completion of his defign. 
They contain a brief but pleafing 
defcription of the fituation, boun- 
daries, extent, general appearance, 
rivers, foil, productions, peculiar 
cuftoms, and climate of Hereford- 
fhire ; together with a fhort abftract 
of the hiftory of the fucceffive in- 
habitants, and political revolutions 
from the Peres pevesaey to the reign 
of Charles I. From what Mr. 
Lodge has performed, we are in- 
duced to think that he is poffeffed 
of the qualifications requifite for 
fuch an undertaking ; and we hope 
that he will meet with that pa- 
tronagé, and receive thofe commu- 
nications, which may enable him 
to prefent us with a full and minute 
account of this interefiing diftri@ 
of our ifland. His plan is to de- 
vote a {mall oftavo volume to each 
of the eleven hundreds into which 
the county is divided. 

“© The Hiftory of Monmouth- 
fhire, by David Williams, illuttrat- 
ed and ornamented by Views of its 
Spey a Landfcapes, Ruins, and 

efidences, by John Gardnor, Vi- 
car of Batteriea,”’ is divided into 
twelve feétions. Eleven of thefe 
confift, chiefly, of hiftorical and 
antiquarian information; the ma- 
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terials for which Mr. Williams has 
collected with induftry, difcrimi- 
nated and arranged with judgment 
and attention, and formed into an 
interefting narrative, delivered in a 
correét and forcible ftyle. The 
text is alfo frequently enriched with 
entertaining anecdotes, with libe- 
ral philofophical and political re- 
flections, ahd ufeful fcientific re- 
marks, Thé topographical part of 
this work is confined to the firft 
and laft feétions, and prefents us 
with what is moft important rela- 
tive to the fituation, divifions, po- 
pulation, general appearance, na- 
tural hiftory, manners, manufac- 
tures, rural economy, &c. of the 
county. To the whole is added 
an Appendix, containing docu- 
ments, curious and interetting pa- 
pers and letters, and mifcellaneous 
remarks which could not with pro- 
priety be incorporated in the work 
itfelf. But one principal recom- 
mendation of this volume confitts 
in Mr. Gardnor’s numerous and 
beautiful views, judicioufly feleé&- 
ed from a country which “ forms 
one exquifite landfcape; hills co- 
vered with woods, which the roads 
beautifully limit or boldly climb, 
vallies fruétified by ftreams, where 
fmaller eminences feem to recline 
againft the mountains ; thickets in- 
definitely diverfified, where ob- 
jects, as the traveller moves, feem 
perpetually to peep and retire; 
turrets rifing in coverts, and ruin- 
ed arches almoft buried within 
them; mutilated caftles, and mouid- 
ering abbeys partially concealed ; 
hamlets, churches, houfes, cotta- 
ges, and farms blenied into one 
general and extenfive fcene which is 
wonderfully pifturefque.” 

In our Regifter for the a 
1793, when noticing the “ Lite- 
rary Life of the /ate Thomas Pen- 
nant, Efq.”’ weadverted tothe whim- 
Q2 fical 
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fical manner in which the author 
chofe to announce the termination 
of his authorial exiftence, and in- 
timated the probability of his re- 
fufcitation. During the prefent 
year our expectations and our 
withes have been gratified, by the 
appearance of his ** Hiftory of the 
Parifthes of Whiteford and Holy- 
well.” In the former parifh are 
the feats of the Pennant and Mof- 
tyn families, and in it our worthy 
author firft faw the light: in the 
latter a confiderable part of his 
mroperty lies. Thefe circumftances 
hor led him to enter into a varie- 
ty of family and literary anecdotes, 
from which we have received no 
fimall degree of entertainment, But 
the author’s favourite fcenes fup- 
plied him with much other mat- 
ter, antiquarian, commercial, and 
economical, which enabled him 
to collect together a confiderable 
variety of curious and ufeful in- 
formation. It is fufficient for the 
reader to recollect the corner of 
our ifland in which thefe fcenes 
lie, the celebrated metallic, cotton, 
and other manufactories that have 
been ereéted in them, and St. 
Wenefrede’s well, {o famous in 
the annals of fuperftition, to ex. 
cite in him a curiofity to perufe 
the narrative of our lively and in- 
telligent old acquaintance. In an 
Appendix, Mr, Vennant has given 
an account of the five royal tribes . f 
Cambria, from Vaughan’s * Br tith 
Antiquities revived ;” of the fitteen 
tribes of North Wales, from a ma- 
nufcript in the poffeflion of the 
Rev. L. Owen; and of his own 
inedited and voluminous manu- 
{cript, in 22 volumes folio, enti- 
tled “ Qutlines of the Globe.” 
This volume is.embeliithed with 
numerous well-executed engravings 
from the drawines of Mofes Grit- 
fith, the auther’s favourite artift. 





“ The Hiftory and Antiquities 
of the Citv and Suburbs of Wor. 
cefter, by Valentine Green, F. §, 
A.” in 2 vols, 4to. is a {plendid 
work in point of typography, and 
ornamented with feveral elegant 
engravings. In point of compo- 
fition, it is too {tiff and artificial 
for a popular and pleafing work, — 
Of the information and entertain. 
ment to be derived from its con- 
tents, the following fummary will 
convey a general idea. The firft 
volume contains an account of 
W orcefter under the Romans, and 
under the Saxons; of the college; 
of the cathedral and monattery to 
the reformation ; of the eftablith. 
ment by Henry VIII; of the ca- 
thedral fubfequent to the reforma- 
tion ; of the fucceflive bifhops of 
Worcetler, of the priors to the dif. 
folution of the monaftery, and of 
the deans of Worcefter; of the 
prebendaries, members of the ec- 
Clefiaftical court, and of the arch- 
deacons; of the religious houfes ; 
of the caftle and its hereditary con- 
{tables ; of the earls and marquiffes 
of Worcelter; and of battles, 
fieges, and other memorable events, 
The fecond volume contains an 
account of Worcefter in its prefent 
ftate; of the civil government, 
parochial ftate, &c; of the hofpi- 
tals and other charitable founda- 
tions; of perfons of note, feals, 
coins, &c. ‘To the whole is added 
a long Appendix of illuftrative pa- 
pers. 

Mr. Price’s “ Hiftorical Account 
of the City of Hereford, with fome 
Remarks on the River Wye, and 
the natural and artificial Beauties 
contiguous to its Banks, &c. em 
bellifhed with elegant Views, Plans, 
&c.” has been drawn up with at- 
tention, ang judgment, and in an 
agreeablé, pleafing ftyle. It ap- 
pears to comprize every thing 0 
Importance, 
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importance, either to the inhabi- 
tants or ftrangers, relative to the 
hiftory of the city and ncighbour- 
hood; its cominerce ; population; 
government; public buildings; 
bithops; eminent natives; earls, 
&c. The author’s remarks on the 
Wye will not be found the leaft 
entertaining part of his volume. 

In our Regifter for the year 

793, we introduced to our readers 
Mr. Newcombe’s “ Hiitory of the 
‘ancient and royal Foundation, 
called the Abbcy of St. Alban, 


&c.” The volume then before us 
clofed with the year 1335. We 
have now to announce the au- 


thor’s continuation of that work, 
which carries down the hiftory of 
that religious houfe, from the pe- 
riod above mentioned to its dillo- 
lution in 1539. This volume par- 
takes of the fame general character 
with the preceding, and prefents 
the ftudent in ecclefiattical anti- 
quities with much iniormation and 
amufement. We were furprized, 
however, to find Mr. Newcombe, 
who is a clergyman of the church 


of England, adoptjng the fenti. 


ments and language of Popifh hif- 
torians and bigots, when {peaking 
of John Wiclitfe and the firlt re- 
formers ; indirectly intimatng his 
with for the introduction of more 
of thofe externals into the worthip 
of the reformed church, which 
conttituted fome of the chief and 
moft pernicious abufes of the pa- 
pal fyftem; and expreffing indig- 
nation at the fuppreilion of the re- 
ligious houfes which took place at 
the reformation, 

‘© The ancient and modern Hif- 
tory of Lewes and Brighthelmiton, 
in which are comprized the moft 
interefting Events of the County 
at large; under the Regnian, Ro- 
man, Saxon, and Norman Settle- 
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ments,” iS an anonymous work, 
which refleéts gre.t credit on the 
conpiler’s induftry, literary abili- 
ties, and manly liberal fentiments. 
Independently of topographical and 
hiltorical matter, it contains fome 
interefting particulars on fubjets 
conne¢ted with jurifprudence, and 
conftitutional reprefentation. 

Mr. George Cumberland’s « Art- 
tempt to defcribe Hafod, and the 
neigibouring Scenes over the Fu- 
rach, commonly cailed the Devil's 
Bridge, in the County of Cardi- 
gan,” contains an animated and 
elegant picture of fome beautiful 
fcenery in Wales, which the au- 
thor pronounces more itriking and 
imprefive than any which he met 
wth i repeated tours among the 
Alps, the Appennines, the Sabine 
hills, the Tyrolefe, along the fhores 
of the Adriatic, over the Glaciers 
of Switzerland, and up the Rhine. 
It is well calculated to excite the 
curiofity of travellers into the prin- 
cipality, and will prove an ufeful 
companion in their vifit to Ha. 
fod. 

Mr. Ledwich’s * Statiftical Ac- 
count of the Parifh of Avghaboe, 
in’ Queen's County, Ireland,’ 
cannot fail to engage the notice of 
the public, on account of the au- 
thor’s celebritv as a writer on fub- 
jeéts lntimateiv connected with to- 
' And we can 
venture to affert, that the informa- 
tion which it conveys will abun- 
dantly repay the reader for the 
trouble of perufirg it. This in- 
formation is comprized under the 
heads of, the name and origin of 
the parifh; its topography ; the face 
of the parifli; its foil and foflils ; 
proprietors, houfes, population ; 
the fize of firms, leafes, tythes, im- 
plements of hufbandry, and poor; 
tillage; rental, ftock, and induftry’ 
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of the a and the parifh church 
of Aghaboe, the Dominican Ab- 
bey, and other antiquities. ~ 


The firft place among the books 
of Travels which were publifhed 
during the 1796, is due to the 
“« Narrative of a five Years Expe- 
dition, againft the revolted Ne- 
grocs of Surinam, in Guiana, &c. 
from the Year 1772, to 1777, elu- 
cidating the Hiftory of that Coun- 
try, and defcribing its Productions, 
&c. by Captain J. G. Stedman,” 
in 2 vols, 4to. This work, al- 
though the author very modeftly 
difclaims all pretenfions to literary 
excellence, is written in an inter- 
efting and pleafing ftyle, and pre- 
fents us with a vait mafs of novel, 
curious, and entertaining matter, 
which, from the internal evidence, 
as well as our own enquiries, we 
have every reafon to believe to be 
authentic and accurate. For the 
origin, the object, and the parti- 
culars of captain Stedman’s expe- 
dition, we muft refer our readers 
to the work itfelf. In the courfe 
of it, he had repeated opportunities 
of penetrating farther into the wild 
country of Guiana, than any tra- 
veller whofe account we have feen 
or heard of; and he has delivered 
his details in a frank and lively 
manner, that is peculiarly adapted 
to engage and. gratify attention. 
But his narrative is intermixed with 
much mifcellaneous information, 
which conititutes its principal va- 
lue. This information relates to 
the hiftory, and the prefent ftate of 
the colony; its produétions ; its 
commerce; its natural hiftory ; the 
character and manners of the Eu- 
ropean and Creole fetilers; the 
cuftoms of the Aborigines ; and the 
character and fituation of the fu- 
yitive negroes, who have eftablifh- 
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ed their liberty and independ 

on the back frontier of the colon?’ 
It contains, likewife, fuch defcrip- 
tions of the barbarities praétifed 
by the colonifts on their unhappy 
flaves, as muft excite the utmof 
horror in minds poffefled of any 
fenfibility, not only againft the 
agents in thofe fcenes, but againg 
the diabolical traffic in human fleth 
which has given occafion for fuch 
barbarities. The author’s narrative 
alfo prefents the reader with man 
pleating epifodes; among which 
the principal, as it is interwoven 
with a confiderable part of his per- 
fonal adventures, relates to his at- 
tachment to a beautiful mulatte. 
Thefe volumes are illuftrated with 
eighty elegant engravings, from 
drawings made by the author. 

Mr. Hearne’s “ Journey from 
Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudfon’s 
Bay, to the Northern Ocean, &c, 
in the Years 1769, 1772,” was un- 
dertaken by order of the Hudfon’s- 
Bay Company, in order to difcover 
fome copper mines, which had been 
repiefented by different Indians who 
came to traae at the factory, to be 
near a large river, fuppofed to emp- 
ty itfelf into Hudfon’s Bay, and to 
be fo rich and valuable, that a fhip 
might be ballafted with ore inftead 
of itone, and that with the utmofl eafe 
and difpatch. Another objeét pro- 
pofed to be accomplithed in this jour- 
ney was, a final refolution of the quef- 
tion whether there exift a north- 
weft paffage through Hudfon’s Bay, 
The refult of this toilfome and 
dangerous journey was, a convic- 
tion that the Indians had grofsly 
impofed on the company’s fer- 
vants; and, in the author’s judg- 
ment, the entire demolition of all 
hopes of a north-weft paffage. In 
the courfe of this journey Mr. 


Hearne was accompanied by 4 
: famous 











famous Indian leader as a guide, 
and numerous Indian attendants, 
with whom he was obliged to mix 
for a confiderable time in the habits 
and employments of favage life. 
In this fituation he had an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring much curious 
and interefting information re- 
{pecting the different tribes of 
northern Indians, their manufac- 
tures, character and cuftoms, their 
country and its natural hiftory; 
which he has related in the volume 
before us with a plainnefs and per- 
fpicuity that will enfure it a fa- 
vourable reception with the public. 
This volume is ornamented with 
nine maps and plates. 

The “ New Travels into the 
interior Parts of Africa, by the 
Way of the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the Years 1783, 4, and §, tranf- 
lated from the French of Le Vail- 
lant,” &c. in 3 vols. will afford 
the philofopher, the hiftorian, and 
the naturalift, much curious in- 
formation and entertainment. In 
our account of the literature of 
France for the year 1789, we laid 
before our readers the character of 
this lively and intelligent auther’s 
narrative of his former travels into 
the interior of Africa, which is in 
every refpect applicable to the vo- 
Jumes before us. The fcenes, how- 
ever, of his peregrinations are diffe- 
rent, and the incidents which oc- 
curred to him have the recom- 
mendation of proportionate novel- 
ty. Previous to M. Vaillant’s new 
expedition into the African wilds, 
he made an excurfion among the 
cobonifts fettled round the Cape, 
whom he has divided into three 
claffes, and defcribed their manners 
with apparent fidelity, and juft dif- 
erimination. His grand jourper 
was dire&ted northwards, throug 
the defolate regions on the weftern 
coait of Africa, the country of the 
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Nimiquas and Kabobiquas, to that ° 
of the Houzouanas am 3 the tro. 
pic of Capricorn, a people who 
are the ae i ftem of the va- 
rious tribes of Hotténtots, and 
from their bravery and aétivity 
the terror of all the neighbouring 
hordes: and from thence, fouth- 
wards, through a variety of perils, 
to the Cape. Among our felections 
we have given the author's pic- 
tures of the charaéter and manners 
of the Nimiquas, and Houzouanas. 
This tranflation is well executed, 
and is accompanied with a large 
map, delineating the route of M, 
Vaillant’s prefent and former tra- 
vels, and twenty-two other cop- 
per-plates. 

The volume of “ Travels through 
various Provinces of the Kingdom 
of Naples, in 1789, by Charles 
Ulyfles, of Salis Marfchlins, tranf- 
lated from the German, by An- 
thony Aufrere, Efq; illuftrated with 
Engravings,” will prove an accept- 
able prefent to the Englifh reader. 
The various branches of natural 
hiftory and economics were the 
principal fubjeéts which engaged 
our traveller's attention; and the 
information which he has collected, 


‘together with his own reflections, 


and incidental difcuffions, are in- 
itruétive and entertaining. The 
tranflator, who has executed his 
talk in a correét and pleafing.man- 
ner, offers thefe volumes as a ufe- 
ful fupplement to Mr. Swinburne’s 
valuable Travels in the T wo Sicilies. 
We announced the original in our 
View of the Literature of Switzer- 
land for the year 1795. 

Mr. Owen’s two vols. of “ Tra- 
vels into different Parts of Europe, 
in the Years 1791 and 1792, with 
Familiar Remarks on Places, Men, 
and Manners,” detailed in a feries 
of letters, form a pleafing addition 
to the colleftion of our Englith 
Q4 tourifts, 
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tourifis. The Netherlands, Liege, 
the weftern diftriftts of Germa- 
ny, Switzerland, Savoy, Piedmont, 
Italy from the northern divifions 
to the kingdom of Naples, the Ty- 
rolefe Alps, Switzerland again and 
part of France, the Circle of Au- 
ftria, Bohemia, Saxony, the Pruffian 
dominions, and Holland, were the 
{fcenes which our traveller fuccef- 
fively vifited, and which called forth 
his various intelligent remarks. Al- 
thouch * the outline of his tour 
differ. in very few refpects from 
the ordinary track of fathjonable 
travel,’’ and the auihor pretends 
neither to offer co his readers ** the 
voyage of the connoiffeur, nor the 
journal of the naturalift,” neither 
** to throw light upen the fcnools 
of painting, nor the fcience of 
phy) fics;” he has, nevertheleis, fur- 
nifhed them with much rational 
entertainment, in tie various ar- 
ticles of information which he has 
colleéted, and in his obfervations 
on the manners of the different na- 
tions though which he paffed. 
The reflections which are intro- 
duced throughout thefe volumes 
do honour to Mr. Owen’s good 
fenfe and liberality ; and his ityle 
and language are accurate and ele- 
ant, 

Mr. Hunter’s “¢ Travels in the 
Year 1792, through France, Tur- 
key, and Hungary, to Vienna, &c. 
in a Series of Letters to a Lady in 
England,” if they do not convey 
much new er important ‘informa- 
tion, contain many particulars that 
will be found interefting and amuf- 
ing by readers in general, and are 
written in a neat and lively {tyle. 
W hile deicribing the circumftances 
and i.icidents of his journey through 
the Turkifh dominions, Mr. Hunt- 
er’s reflections exvibit a juft ab- 
horrence o! defporitin and fuper- 
fition, and a manly indignation at 


the wretchednefs produced amon 

the-commonalty, by the effeés & 
a corrupt and oppreffive govern. 
ment. But while defcribing his 
travels through France in the year 
4792, fo great is his diflike to re. 
publicanifm, which he confiders 
to be the oppofite extreme of evil, 
and of modern religious innova. 
tions, that he indulges in lan-enta. 
tions over the rei of the old mo- 
narchy, end the monaftic infticy. 
tions. 

The 2 vols. of “ Letters from 
Scandinavia, on the paft and prefent 
State of the Northern Nations of 
Europe,” are written in a general, 
ly eafy and lively, though not al. 
ways regular or correét ftyle, and 
contain no fmall thare of various 
information. A confiderable part 
appears to have been compiled from 
good authorities, and the reft to be 
the refult of the author’s obferva- 
tions and enquiries. The reflec- 
tions which occur ‘in them, in ge- 
neral, are fenfible and juft, but 
fometimes fanciful, and not eafily 
reconcileable with genuine libera. 
lity. Thefe letters contain amuf- 
ing defcriptions of the govern- 
ment, religion, cuftoms, and man- 
ners of the Ruilians, the Tartar 
tribes, the Finlanders, and the Lap- 
landers, together with an account 
ot Peterfburgh, Cronftad, the im- 
perial palaces, &c.; numerous par- 
ticvlars of the laft war between 
Ruffia and Sweden; curious and 
interefting anecdotes ; and a well- 
drawn {ketch of the hiltory of Po- 
land. To the body of the work is 
added an appendix, defcribing a 
voyage round the iflands of Den- 
mark. . 

Mrs. Wallftonecraft’s “ Letters 
written during a fhort Refidence in 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark,” 
are diftinguifhed by numerous 
proofs of the authorefs’s well+ 

bt sen ' known 


* 


. 


known vigour and ftrength of 
mind, lively fancy, and keen fen- 
fibility. Her plan was * fimply 


to endeavour to give a juft view 


of the countries which the paffed 
through, as far as fhe could obtain 
information during fo fhort a re- 
fidence :” in executing which, fhe 
s¢ determined to let her remarks 
and reflections flow unreftrained, 
as {he perceived that fhe could not 
give a juft defcription of what fhe 
faw, but by relating the effect 
different obje&ts had produced on 
her mind and feelings, whilft the 
impreffions were {till frefh.” The 
defcriptions which (he prefents of 
natural fcenery are fometimes bold 
and highly picturefque, and fome- 
times beautifully foft and charm- 
ing: her pictures of men and man- 
ners are well drawn, and appear 
to be faithful and charaéteriltic ; 
and the fentiments which fhe has 
introduced, are, in general, juft 
and important. A vein of melan- 
choly, however, runs through the 
whole, occafioned by fome cruel 
difappointment ; which, while it 
irrefiftibly excites our fympathy, 
accounts for the introduction of 
fome remarks that otherwife would 
feem to have been dictated by a 
{pirit approaching to mifanthropy.’ 

The * Letters written in France, 
to a Friend in London, between 
the Month of November 1794, and 
the Month of May 1795, by Ma- 
jor Tench, of the Marines, late of 
his Majefty’s fhip Alexander,” 
abound in much curious informa- 
tion, relative not only to the treat- 
ment of the author, and the other 
Englifh officers and feamen who 
were carried prifoners with him 
into France, but to the aétual ftate 
of French fentiments and manners, 
the condition and difcipline of the 
French marine, and the naval ope- 
rations of France and England. 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE 


[249], 


They contain, likewife, a varie 
of obfervations and refleCions that 
do honour to the author’s candour, 
amd to his humane and patriotic 
feelings; and they are written in 
an agreeable and unatieted ftyle. 
Myr. Wanfey’s “ Journal of an 
Excurfion to the United States of 
North America, in the Summer 
of 1794,” is publithed, as it was 
written, with lefs attention to me- 


thod and correétnefs of ftvle, than. 


to a defire gf communicating mat- 
ters of fa&, and of enabling the 
Englifh reader to form a tolerably 
accurate idea of the civil, political, 
and commercial fituation of that 
rifing continent, and of the charac. 
ter and manners of the inhabitants. 
On thefe topics it prefents us with 
much ufeful information, It is 
embellifhed with a protile of gene- 
ral Wafhingtonfand a view of the 
ftate houfe of Philadelphia. 


With refpe& to the numerous 
Political publications of the year, 
we muft purfue our vfual method 
of admitting the moft important 
only into our catalogue, 

© The Political State of Europe 
at the begitining of the Year 1796,” 
&c. tranflated trom the French of 
M. Calonne, by D. St. Quentin, 
is an enlarged edition of the trea. 
tife noticed by us in our laft vo- 
lume. The new matter is intend- 
ed to effectuate a coalition be. 
tween the royalift and conftitu- 
tional emigrants, in fupport of a 
limited monarchy, and to imprefs 
onthe public mind a couiviction, 
that the eftablifhment of order in 
France, which is no longer to be 
expeét¢d from the force of arins 
alone, muft proceed from a vos 
luntary movement on the part of 
the nation; that it is ripe for 
this movement; and that, in ore 
der to render it fuccefsful, an agree- 
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ment fhould be made and adhered 
to, of founding the new hip 
ment on a contfiéational bafis, and 
tempered by laws in fuch a man- 
ner as to be fixed and immoveable. 
But one of the moft curious cir- 
cumftances in this treatife which 
fixed our attention was, the au- 
thor’s explicit avowal of the famous 
treaty of Pilnitz. The “ Confi- 
derations on the State of Public 
Affairs, at the Beginning of the 
Year 1796,” contain ah eloquent, 
but fophiftical declamation in praife 
of the magnanimity of this country, 
and the perfonal character of the 
government, and in defence of the 
continuance of war againft France, 
till * the proud mifery of her 
government” fhall fue for peace, 
with contrition for her political 
guilt, and offers of ample atone- 
ment for the injuries which fhe has 
done to Europe. The “ View of 
the Relative State of Great Britain 
and France, at the Commencement 
of the Year 1796,” the * Confi- 
derations on the Prefent State of 
England and France, by Sir Rich- 
ard Mufgrave, Bart.” * the Profpe- 
rity of Great Britain compared 
with the State of France, her Con- 
quefts, and Allies, &c. by Rowland 
Hunt, Eig.” and the “Remarks 
upon the Conduct of the Perfons 
pofleffed of the Powers of Govern- 
ment in France,’ are feverally in- 
tended to increafe the public con- 
fidence in the wifdom of admi- 
niftration, as difplayed in internal 
as well as external politics; and to 
point out the se reve of this 
country for carrying on the pre- 
fent juft and neceflary war, the 
perhdioufnefs of the directory, and 
the calamitous ruined condition of 
the French republic. But the moft 
diftinguifhed publication in fup- 
port of the continuance of the war 
with France, and of the politics 
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in which it originated, was Mr, 
Burke’s * Two em addreffed 
to a Member of the prefent Par- 
liament, on the Propofals of Peace 
with the Regicide Direétory of 
France,” of which a fpurious edi- 
tion appeared, entitled * Thoughts 
on the are of a Regicide 
Peace,” &c. In this work the au- 
thor makes ufe of his well-known 
powers of rhetoric in attemptin 

to produce the conviction, that the 
French republic muft be deftroyed, 
or it will deftroy all Europe; and 
he defcants, with his accuftomed 
energy, againft the dangerous na- 
ture of French principles, and the 
licentious, proftitute, abandoned, 
rude, coarfe, favage, and ferocious 
charaéter of the French people. 
Every perfon who is not actuated 
by the fame frenzy with the author, 
muft execrate the tendency of his 
inflammatory produétion. Several 
treatifes foon made their appear- 
ance in anfwer to Mr. Burke. 
Among others, that entitled ‘ Stric- 
tures on Mr. Burke’s Two Let- 
ters, addrefled to a Member of 
Parliament,” by an anonymous au- 
thor, is fenfible and animated, and 
completely refutes the arguments 
of Mr. Burke, while it expofes the 
audacity and ferocity of his en- 
deavours to perpetuate the horrors 
of that ruinous war of which he 
has been an aétive inftigator. Mr. 
Waddington’s “ Remarks on Mr. 
Burke's Two Letters,” &c. are lefs 
regular and fyftematic than the 
preceding Striétures, but not defi- 
cient in marks of ability, and con- 
vincing as far as they go. Mr. 
Williams’s “ Reply to Mr. Burke’s 
Two Letters,” &c. contains many 
acute and fhrewd remarks, which 
fufficiently expofe the princi 

pal errors and mifreprefenta- 
tions of that author. So, like- 


wife, does Mr, Thelwall’s —_ Me 


BOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


the people of Great Britain, en- 
titled “ the Rights of Nature againft 
the Ufurpation of Ettablifhments,” 
and the * Retort Politic on Matter 
Burke, &c. by a Tyro of his own 
School, but of another Clafs.” 
Another publication of Mr. 
Burke’s which provoked confider- 
able difcuflion was, his * Letter to 
a noble Lord on the Attack made 
on him and his Penfion in the 
Houfe of Lords, early in the pre- 
fent Seffion of Parliament, by the 
Duke of Bedford, and the Earl of 
Lauderdale.” In this work Mr. 
Burke ittands upon the merits of 
his public fervices, which, he con- 
tends, entitled him to the reward 
which he has received. But not fa- 
tisfied with this, he has fuffered his 
refentments to carry him fo far, as 
to aim a deadly blow at the refpec- 
tability of the [gt i wa 
once panegyrifed by him as the 
« Corinthian capitals of pofifhed 
fociety,” by drawing an odious 
picture of the means by which 
great hereditary honours and for- 
tunes have been acquired by the 
anceftors of our prefent nobility. 
He has, likewife, done violence to 
fact and probability, in order to 
clafs the duke of Bedford, and the 
founder of his family, with the moft 
deteftable chara¢ters of modern and 
ancient times. ‘his injudicious 
and angry publication was foon 
followed by an eloquent and fpi- 
rited “ Reply” by Mr. Gilbert 
Wakefield. In this publication 
the author, after paying due refpec&t 
to the literary merits of Mr. Burke, 
and pouring forth claflic lamenta- 
tions at the recollection of what he 
once was, feverely reproaches him 
for his apoftacy and venality, and 
in an able manly manner vindi- 
cates the interefts of truth and hu- 
manity. Mr. Street likewife, in 


fast) 


his “. Vindication of the Duke of 
Bedford's Attack upon Mr, Burke's 
Penfion, in Reply,” &c. and Mr, 
Thelwall, in his ** Sober Refle&ions 
on the Seditious and Inflammatory 
Letter of the Right Hon. Edmund 
Burke,” publithed fenfible and 
acute animadverfions on the fenti- 
ments and language of Mr. Burke. 
Mr. Miles, in his * Letter to Henr 
Duncombe, Efq. on the Subje 
of Mr. Burke’s Pamphlet,” is fuc- 
cefsful, but not very decorous, in 
pointing out the inconfiftencies 
and the dangerous tendency of the 
late writings of that fallen patriot. 
The Old Whig’s * Three Letters 
to the Right Hon. Edmund Burke, 
on the State of Public Affairs, and 
particularly on the late outrageous 
Attack on his Penfion,” contains 
cool, farcaftic, and fpirited remarks 
on the principles and political con- 
du& of that gentleman, and on the 
arguments generally reforted to in 
defence of the prefent war. This 
controverfy gave rife to feveral 
other publications, which are al- 
ready buried in oblivion. 

Mr. O’Bryen’s “ Utrum Ho- 
rum? the Government or the Coun- 
try,” is an able and energetic at- 
tack on the whole public condu& 
of Mr. Pitt, and urges many feri- 
ous reafons to fhew the neceflity 
of putting an end to the prefent 
war, and of changing the prefenc 
miniftry, in order to preferve the 
nation from ruin. Dr. Beddoes’ 
«“ Effay on the Public Merits of 
Mr. Pitt,” is alfo a mafterly pro- 
duction on the fide of oppofition, 
in point of argument, and is en- 
livened by genuine ftrokes of hu- 
mour ah ridicule. To the trea- 
tifes already enumerated we can 
only add the titles of the fol- 
lowing: “ a Letter to Mr, Pitt, on 
the alarming State of Public Af 

fairs ;”” 
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fairs; ‘a Letter to the fame 
on his Conduét refpecting the 
Loan; “a Letter from a Chan- 
cellor out of Otlice, to a King in 
Power;” “an Effay on the Caufes 
which have produced the Principles 
which fupported the two Bills, by 
J. R. Head, Efg; “the Rights of 
the People, or Reafons for a Ke- 
gicide Peace, by W. Williams ;” 
“the Tribune,” a pert*lical pub- 
lication in numbers, by J. Thel- 
wall; “a fhort Detence of prefent 
Men, and prefent Meafures, by P. 
Kennedy ;”’ “ the Authentic Cor- 
refpondence with M. Je Brun, the 
French Minitter, and others, by W. 
Miles ;” * the Correfpondence be- 
tween a Traveller and Minitter of 
State, in OGober and November, 
1792, tranflated and prefaced by 
N. W. Wraxall, Efq;” ‘ Letters 
Political, Military,and Commercial, 
on the prefent State and Govern- 
ment of the Province of Oude;” 
« Remarks onthe above, by FE. O. 
Ives; * Hints addreffed to the 
Electors of Great Britain, prepara- 
tory to the next Diffolution of Parlia- 
nent, by Charles Falconer ;” and 
‘an Addrefs to the Electors of 
Great Britain, by an Englithman.” 


Among the publications of the 
year 1796, belonging to the de. 
partment of Critical, Clafiical, and 
Polite Literature,the firft which calls 
for our attention is, * Evcixics ‘Ir- 
modures Lregavygocos; Cum ocho- 
his, Verfione Latina, Variis Lec 
tiomibus, Valckenari Notis inte- 
gris, ac feleétis aliorum, V. V. D. D. 
quibus fuas adjunxit, Fran. Hen. 
Foerton,” yto. Thisisa f{plendid 
and. coftly work, the mechanical 
part of which does great credit to 
the Clarendon prefs, and the lite- 
rary to the induitry and extenfive 
teading of the editor. For be has 
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accompanied the text witha pro- 
fufion of illuftrations and emen. 
dations, partly original, partly fe. 
lected frem notes and obfervations 
which he wrote down as they were 
delivered by his tutors, doétors 
Fofter and Davies, at Eton; but 
chiefly taken from pieceding anno- 
tators, or inedited manufcripts. In 
the number of the latter were 
Stanley’s and Taylor’s manufcripts, 
in the public library at Cambridge; 
M:. Tyrwhitt’s, communicated by 
Mr. Burgefs, and thofe of the late 
Nicholas Mann, of the Charter. 
houfe, in the library at Eton college, 
Among the editor’s annotations, 
the reader will find feveral parallel 
paffages and illuftrative quotations 
from the Hebrew fcriptures, and 
from Periic and Arabic writers, 
From the fame prefs the learned 
world has received another elegaat 
and valuable work : * Aoyinytous 
Ta Lutousva, &C. Archimedis que 
fuperfunt omnia; cum Eutocii Af- 
calonite Commentariis. &x Recen- 
fione Jofephi Torelli, Veronenfis, 
cum nova Verfione Latina. Acces 
dunt Lectiones variantes ex Codd. 
Mediceo et Parifienfibus.’’ Folio. 
This edition gf Archimedes, which 
will be received with gratitude and 
pleafure by all mathematicians, 
was undertaken, and prepared tor 
publication, by the ce‘ebrited To- 
relli, of Verona, in confequence 
of an agreement with the curators 
of the Clarendon prefs, to whom, 
after the death of that author, his 
manuf{cripts were delivered by his 
executor. In Torelli’s preface we 
are prefented with a fhort account 
of the life of Archimedes, and of 
the plan which he thought fit to 
adopt in preparing this edition. To 
this fucceed the works of Archi- 
medes, with the original readings 


at the bottom of thofe pages in 
which 
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which any alterations are intro- 
duced in the text, accompanied 
with the new vertion, and followed 
by two appendixes, containing va- 
rious readings from the Bafil edi- 
tion, and the manu{cripts men- 
tioned in the title-page. To the 
whole is prefixed a lite of Torelli, 
in the ufual ftyle of the Italian 
eulogifts; and a catalogue of his 
numerous writings, publifhed and 
unpublifhed. It is highly honour- 
ableto the univerfiiy of Oxford, that 
the funds which fhe poileffes are 
fo liberallye xpended in promoting 
the interefts of literature and {ci- 
ence. 

From the fame prefs, on a fcale 
adapted to the immediate defign of 
the publication, have iflued * P, 
Virgilii Maronis Opera, Locis Par- 
allelis ex Antiquis Scriptoribus et 
Annotationum Deleétu illuftrata, in 
Ufum Juventutis. Accedunt Ta- 
bulz Geographice, et Index Mait- 
tairianus;” 2 vols. $vo. Of this 
work we have to remark, that it 
appears to have been prepared and 
edited with great’care, and that to 
its accuracy and utility the text and 
notes of Profeflor Heyne have 
greatly contributed, as well as the 
labours of preceding critics. ‘l'o 
which we have to add, that the 
editor is entitled to much praife for 
the judgment with which he has 
fele¢ted and comprefled their com- 
mentaries, as well as for the learn- 
ing which he has difplayed when 
he has chofen to differ from them. 
The parallel and :Huftrative paflages 
are taken from liomer, A:{chylus, 
Euripides and other ancient au- 
thors. Of this edition there are 
two impreflions, one on a large, the 
other on a {maller paper. 

Of the following edition of the 
Mantuan bard, likewife, there are 
two impreflions, on paver of diffe- 
reat fizes. * 2. Virgilii Maronis 


Opera: emendabat et Notulis illuf- 
trabat, Gilbertus Wakefield, A. B.” 
&c. In 2 vols. 8vo. T is very 
beautiful work is a part of that fe- 
ries of correét and elegant pocket 
editions of the Greek and Latin 
poets, announced by us in our two 
lait volumes, in which Mr. Wake- 
field’s critical abilities, accuracy, 
and editorial tafte are abundant!v 
conipicuous. ‘The character and 
value of that gentleman’s c}atlical 
productions are fo weli known to 
everv fcholar, that it is unnecef- 
fary to add anv thing to this fhort 
notice of his Virg il. We under- 
ftand that Lucretius is the next 
poet who will receive his correc- 
tions and illuftrations. 

The following work we have 
only feen announced, as highly 
fplendid and valuable, and muit 
referve our farther notice of it to 
a future volume. “ C. Cornelii 
Taciti Opera, recognovit, emenda- 
vit, Supplementis explevit, Notis, 
Diflertationi! US, Vabulis (rcogra- 
phicis, illuttravit Gabriel Brotier 3 
typis Jacobi Mundell,” in 4 vols: 
gto. and in 4 vols. royal 8vo, 

The treatife “on ‘the Proiodi s 
of the Greek and Latin Lan: yuages, 
is a very learned and ingenious 
work, in which the a. a 
author defends the high antiquity 
of the Grreck eccentual marks, and 
endeavovrs to revive and entorce 
the ufe of them in pronuncias 
tion of the Greek language. ‘Tliofe 
of his readers who may concur with 
us in thinking that his efforts are 
unfuccefsful, will, neverthelefs, re- 
ceive much pleafure from the per- 
ufal of the whole, and particus 
larly from fome of the collateral to- 
pics whi ‘h he has difeut 


the 


Ted in order 


to elu } ; fa! ce his main —s This 
trentife is attributed to a dignitarv 
in the church, who al rendered 


himfelf confpicuous as 2 zealous 
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champion of her doétrines, as 
well as of the prerogatives of the 
crown. 

The three volumes in two, en- 
titled ** Mufa Etonenfes, feu Car- 
minum Deleétus nunc primum in 
Lucem editus,’’ form a very pleaf- 
ing and interefting colleftion of 
exercifes, by Eton Scholars, many 
of whom, in their maturer years, 
have rifen to confiderable public 
eminence. They poffefs, gs muft 
be fuppofed, very different Inerits. 
But while a few may be thought 
not to rife above mediocrity, the 
greater part of them do credit to 
the abilities and genuine claf- 
fical tafte of the writers, and fome 
of them are exquifitely beautiful. 
They reflect great honour on the 
public {chool in which their authors 
were educated, 

The work entitled “ the Lives 
of the firftt Twelve Cefars, tranf- 
lated from the Latin of C. Sueto- 
nius Tranquillus, with Annota- 
tions, and a Review of the Govern- 
ment and Literature of the diffe- 
rent Periods, by Alexander Thom- 
fon, M. D.” will be received with 
pleafure by the Englifh fcholar. It 
is the moft faithful and pleafing 
verfion which our language atfords, 
of that accurate and impartial hif- 
torian ; and is farther recommend- 
ed by this circumftance, that the 
tranflator has judicioufly foftened 
or fuppreffed fome highly indelicate 
and objectionable paffages which 
occur in the original. But “a ver. 
fion of Suetonius, though a valu- 
able hiftorian, was only a fecondary 
object with the prefent tranflator, 
whole principal defign was, to ex- 
amine the ftate of literature among 
the Romans,” in periods when “ al- 
moft all the clathe writers flourifh- 
ed;" to “ afcertain the caufes 
which carried it to fuch a degree 
of pertection; and to elucidate the 
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{tate of government, and the pros 
grefs of manners in thofe times.” 
This he has done upon a contraéted 
fcale, it.is true, in obfervations 
which he has added at the end of 
each life, and in brief biographical 
memoirs of the principal writers 
under each emperor; which are 
evidences of his learning, judg 
ment, and good tafte. 

Mr. Salmon’s * Stemmata La. 
tinitatis, or Etymological Diétio- 
nary, wherein the whole Mechanifin 
of the Latin Tongue is methodi- 
cally and confpicuoufly exhibited, 
upon a Plan entirely new, and 
calculated to facilitate the Acqui- 
fition, as well as to imprefs the 
Knowledge of the Language,”’ &c. 
is a work which difplays much 
learning, and uncommon labour, 
and will afford valuable affiftance 
to the claffical fcholar and critic. 
The objeét of the author is, to 
trace the derivation of the primi- 
tive words in the Latin language 
from the Greek, and to point out 
the {pecifical terminations and pre- 
pofitions or particles employed in 
framing derivatives from primi- 
tives, in order diftinétly to unfold 
and explain the ftruéture of the 
Latin tongue. The nature of our 
work prevents us from laying be- 
fore our readers the outlines of 
Mr. Salmon’s plan, which is equal- 
ly to be commended for its no- 
velty and ingenuity. Confidering 
the extent and difficulty of his 
undertaking, and the numerous 
grounds for difference of opinion 
which are perhaps infeparable from 
etymological refearches; it is but 
juftice to fay, that it appears, 1 
general, to be as fuccefsfully ast 
fatisfactorily executed, as it was 
ingenioufly contrived. Prefixed to 
the body of the work is a large 
Key, or introduétion, afcertaiming 
not only the origin, but the ~_ 
© 
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ef the feveral terminations and 
prepofitive particles ; and it is fol- 
lowed by a general index of every 
Latin derivative and word entering 
into compofition. 

Mr. Stevenfon, in his  Re- 
marks on the very inferior Utility 
of Claffical Learning,” has under- 
taken the difcutiion of a quettion 
of confiderable importance, and 
which has emploved the ingenuity 
of many able authors, among fo- 
reigners and in our own country. 
What he has written is not devoid 
of weight as far as it relates to the 
propriety of making claffical learn- 
ing a part of the fyitem of general 
education, and of devoting fo 
large —— of time to it in our 
public feminaries, to the entire neg- 
le&t of other ufeful branches of 
knowledge. But when he urges 
his objections againft the compa- 
rative utility of claflical learning, 
in the education of perfons intend- 
ed for the profeflions, or to excell 
in the liberal accomplifhments of 
polithed life, he does not feem to 

offefs the information and know- 
aie neceflary to enable him to 
decide upon the fubject. 

Mr. Galignani’s ** Twenty-four 
Lectures on the Italian Language, 
delivered at the Lyceum of Arts, 
Sciences, and Languages, in which 
the Principles, Harmony, and Beau- 
ty of the Italian Language, are 
by an original Method fimplified 
and adapted to the meaneft Ca- 
pacity, and the Scholar enabled to 
attain, with Eafe and Facility, a 
competent Knowledge of the Lan- 
guage, without the Help of any 
Grammar or Dictionary,’ conitti- 
tute a work of confiderable ori- 
ginality and ingenuity, which ap- 
pears peculiarly well calculated for 
the purpofes mentioned in thie 


title-page. 
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The treatifes entitled «« Hermes 
Unmatked, or the Art of Speech 
founded on the Affociation of 
Words and Ideas, with an Anfwer 
to Dr. Vincent's Hypothefis of the 
Greek Verb,” in the form of two 
letters,wand ‘ Letters III and IV. 
containing the Myfteries of Meta+ 
phyfics, with an Anfwer to M. 
Prefident Le Broffe’s Svitem of 
Imitative Sound, by Captain T. G. 
Browne,” prefent us with a curi- 
ous and laughable mixture of ar- 
gument, humour, and fatire. The 
object of the firft letter is to fim- 
plify the theory of language on the 
principles of the Hartlean dottrine 
of affociation of ideas, and to thew 
that there is in reality but one part 
of {peech, and that originally there 
was no diftinétion between the 
noun and the verb. The fecond 
letter is employed in ridiculing Dr. 
Vincent’s hypothefis on the origi- 
nation of the Greek verb, which 
was noticed by us in our Regifter 
for the year 1794, and has fince 
been pubhfhed in an enlarged form, 
The third and fourth letters con- 
tain a fatirical detence of the me- 
taplhyfics of language, and a ban- 
ter on metaphyfical grammar, ac- 
companied with keen political al- 
lufions, and witty illuftrative fto- 
ries. It is impothble for thofe gram- 
marians who may be unconvinced 
by his arguments, not to be en- 
tertained with his motley and whim- 
fical illuftrations of his theory. 

Mr. Wolftenholm Parr’s mif- 
cellaneous publication — entitled 
* The Story of the Moor of Ve- 
nice, tranflated from the Italian, 
with two Efflays on Shakfpeare, 
and preliminary Obfervations,” 
adds little to the ftores of Englith 
literature or criticifin. The ftory, 
on which Shakfpeare founded his 
tragedy of Othello, is taken from 
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the novels of Giraldi Cintio, an 
Italian author of the fixteeath cen- 
tury, and has already been pre- 
fented to the Englifh reader, by 
Mrs. Lennox, in her Shakfpeare 
illuftrated. Mr. Parr’s effays con- 
tain criticifms on the tragedies of 
Coriolanus and Othello, in which, 
notwithitanding that the author dif- 
covers refpettable abilities, there is 
nothing fufficiently novel or im- 
portant to fecure to him any pecu- 
liar fame. In an Appendix we 
are prefented with a Mohammedan 
prayer, or charm, faid to have been 
worn about his neck till he died, 
by the celebrated Wortley Monta- 
gue. 
Mr. Plumptre’s * Obfervations 
on Hamlet, and on the Motives 
which moft probably induced 
Shakefpeare to fix upon the ‘iory 
of Amleth, from the Danifl: Chro- 
nicle of Saxo Grammaticus, for the 
Plot of that Tragedy, being an 
Attempt to prove that he dehgned 
it as an indireét Centure on Mary 
Queen of Scots,” are written with 
ability, and urge many plaufible 
reafons in fupport of the author’s 
hypothefis. But we cannot fay they 
have had the eflect of producing 
conviction on ourmind. — , 

Mr. Collard’s treatife entitled 
« Effentials of Logic,” is the fe- 
cond and improved edition of a 
little work which efcaped our no- 
tice laft vear, and was then pub- 
lifed under the title of * an Epi- 
tome of Logic.”” with the feigned 
fignature of N. Dralloc. It is in- 
tended to atford young perfons a 
concile and perfpicuous fumimary 
of the uf fal rules cor right reafon- 


y 
he 


ing, divefled of all uoneceflary and 
embarr.iling matter. It is well 
adapted to the defign in view, and 
is illuftrated by familiar examples, 
from approved authors, 


“© The Sylph, Volume the Firf.” 
is a colleétion of periedical eflays 
on different fubjeéts, fome moral 
fome humorous, and fome fates, 
cal, expreffed in an eafy and pleaf. 
ing ftyle, and affording an avree- 
able mixture of ufeful refleGions 
and entertaining remarks on men 
and manners. 

Mr. Watkins’ “ Peeper, 2 Cols 
lection of Effays, Moral, Biographi- 
cal, and Literary,” will likewife 
be an acceptable prefent to the 
lovers of light reading, efpecially 
thofe of a more ferious cait. But 
the author’s ftyle is frequently in- 
elegant and incorreét ; and the fen- 
timents which are occafionally in. 
troduced, on religious and poli 
tical topics, are illiveral and un- 
candid. 

The volume of * Letters for Li- 
terary Ladies, to which is «dded, 
an Eifay on the no!'e Science of 
Self-jutiification,” is a feuduble, 
elegant, and lively publication, 
which, from the pleafure the per- 
ufal of it has afforded us, we 
ftrongly recommend to the atien- 
tion of our female readers. The 
defign of the authors is, to draw the 
line between the very oppolite opi- 
ons infifted on by late writers re- 
{necting the intellectual talents and 
proper education of the female fex, 
and to point out wherein their true 
excellence of character confitts. 
This defign is accomplifhed with 
great judgment and delicacy, in 
the letters before us. The eflay 
on the noble Science of Self-jufti- 
fication, is an admirably conducted 
piece of ironical fatire, in which 
young mairied wornen are inftruct- 
ed how to combat that common 
enemy, an huh ind. 

The  Diéionary of Literary 


Converfation,” is an initructive 
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and amusing Compuation, ina little 
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pocket volume, of curious facts, 
anecdotes, and remarks, on various 
fubjeéts, drawn up in neat and 
pleafing language. 

“The Correfpondent, a Selection 
of Letters from the beft Authors, 
&c,” in two volumes, is a {pecies 
of publication, of which the merit 
muft depend folely on the tafte and 
jndgment made ufe of im. collecting 
its materials. In this refpeét, the 
volumes before us are not diftin- 
guifhed by higher claims to appro- 
bation than preceding collections ; 
particularly that of Elegant Epiftles, 
in one large volume, which has 
been for fome years in poffeflion of 
the public favour. 

“ The German Mifcellany, con- 
fitting of Dramas, Dialogues, Tales, 
and Novels, tranflated by A. Thom- 
fon, Author of a Poem on Whitt, 
&c.”’ like the * Varieties of Lite- 
rature,” noticed in our laft volume, 
but on a much more confined fcale, 
prefents the Englifh reader with 
well chofen and acceptable enter- 
tainment, feleéted from fome of the 
popular productions of the German 
prefs. 


Among the publications of the 
year 1796 in Poetical Tranflation, 
and Poetry, we find * Specimens 
of Arabian Poetry, from the earli- 
eft Time to the Extinétion of the 
Khalifat ; with fome Account of the 
Authors; by J. B. Carlifle, B. D. 
Profeffor of Arabic in the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge.” Thete ipeci- 
mens confift of {ome entire pieces, 
and numerous fragments of various 
{pecies of compofition, in a beau- 
tiful Arabic character, accompanied 
with Englith verfions from the pen 
of Mr. Carlifle. Whether thefe 
verfions are rendered with ftriét 
fidelity, and convey a juft concep- 
tion of the genuine beauties of Ara- 
bian poetry, we miuft leave to be 


1796. 
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decided by thofe who are greater 
proficients than ourfelves in the 
idiom of the originals. But con- 
frdéered as Englith poems, they are 
entitled to no {mall fhare of praife: 
They are diftinguifhed by energy, 
elegance, and harmony, and a hap- 
py variation of ftyle, as the fabjedts 
of them vary. On the whole, our 
profeffor, by Fe resipe thefe a- 
mufements of his leifare hours, 
appears to have accomplithed his 
commendable defign, which was, 
‘¢ by arranging the feveral produc. 
tions in chronological order, and 
affixing a fhort preface to each, 
which fhould contain a few anec- 
dotes of the author, and an account 
of the occafion of his compofition, 
not only toafford a fpecimen of the 
writings of the principal Arabian 
poets, but a fort of hiftory (fight 
indeed and imperfect, yet to an 
Englifh reader perhaps not unin- 
ftructive) of Arabian poetry and li- 
terature during the moft {plendid pe- 
riod of the Mahommedan empire.” 

Mr. Clubbe’s ‘Six Satires of 
Horace, in a Style between free 
Imitation and literal Verfion,” may 
afford evidence to the reader, that 
he is not incapable of entering ints 
the fenfe and {pirit of his original, 
and of exprefling them with tole- 
rable eafe and harmony of verfifi- 
cation. But his plan is in a high 
degree objectionable. “ Where I 
have found,” fays he, any parallel 
ifm in modern manners and cuf- 
toms, 3 have introduced them ; and 
where it has appeared neceflary to 
the fenfe and intention of the au- 
thor, I have followed the ideas of 
the original.” By aifuming fuch a 


licence, Mr. Clubbe has prefented 
us with a ftrange and uncouth ver- 
fion, in which neither ancient nor 
modern manners are difplayed, but 
an inconfiftent jumble of both. And 
he has, likewile, confounded to- 
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gether ancient and modern charac- 
ters in the fame injudicious man- 
ner. 

During the prefent year, diffe- 
renttran{lations have been offered to 
the public of * Leonora, a Tale,” 
from the German of Gottfried Au- 

uftus Birger. Birger is a German 

vet, who has obtained the moft 
decided popularity among his coun- 
trymen. “ To this his fabjects and 
his language equally contribute ; 
for the former he has moftly chofen 
local traditions or legendary anec- 
dotes ; and, in the latter, he is gene- 
rally elegant, often fublime, and 
never wninielligible. One of the 
mofi powerful caufes of Mr. Bir- 
ger’s literary popularity, is the deep 
tinge of fuperftition that fhades al- 
mott all his compofitions.” Such 
is the account given by the tranfla- 
tor of one of the verfious above; 
mentioned. Leonora belongs to the 
clafs of ballad poetry ; and its cha- 
ta‘teriftics are fimplicity, and the 
moft terrific preternatural fictions, 
The firft Englifh tranflation that 
was announced to the public was 
“+ by J. T. Stanley, Big; F.R.S.” 
with, or without the original. This 
tranilation, which poflefles 
derable poctic merit, is profefledly 
a free one, and written in tianzas 
of fix lines; a fpecies of verfifica- 
tion which we cannot pronounce 
the moft judicious that micht have 
been adopted. 


confi- 


Ina fecond edition, 


Bir. Stanley has taken the liberty of 


changing the cataftrophe of the fto- 
ry, and in fo doing, as we conceive, 
greatly injured its poetic character. 
The next verfion, * by Henry 
James Pye,” in an eight line ftanza, 
with alternate rhymes, is more clofe 
and literal than the preceding, and 
is entitled to the praife of elegance 
and correétnefs ; but it 1s fometimes 
too ftitf and unimpaffioned to con- 
vey the jutt fenfe and fpirit of the 
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original. The tranflation “by W, 
R. Spenc: t, Efq; with defigns by 
the right honourable lady Diana 
Beauclerc.” is fplendid in point of 
typography, and ornamented with 
exquilitely beautiful engravings, jl. 
luftrative of the ftory. Asa verfion 
of Burger, it is fometimes para. 
phraftic ; but as a poem, it is 
throughout correct, elegant, an4 
{pirited. This tranflation alfo is in 
eight line ftanzas with alternate 
rhymes. The laft verfion which 
we have to notice, by an anony- 
mous author, was circulated in pri- 
vate fome years ago, and made its 
firft public appearance in the fecond 
number of the Monthly Magazine. 
{t has fince been publithed fepa- 
rately under the title of * Ellenore, 
a ballad written originally in Ger- 
man, &c.” The fiyle of compo- 
fition which this author has choteu, 
is that of the old Englifh ballad 
itanza; and his orthography and 
phrafeology are often equally anti- 
quated, by adopting the former, he 
has very happily copied the man- 
ner of the original, and by the lat- 
ter been enabled to introduce terms 
and expreffions peculiarly adapted 
to transfufe its fenfe and {pirit into 
an Englifh verfion. 

The “ Poems by Thomas Hoc- 
cleve, never before printed, felected 
from the Manufcript in the Poffef- 
fion of George Maton, with a Pre- 
face, Notes, and Gloflary,’’ appear 
to be the genuine productions of a 
poet who flourithed at the latter end 
of the 14th, and in part of the rgth 
centuries. But whatever attention 
may feem to be due to them as ob- 
jects of antiquarian curiofity, they 
are effentially defective in that m- 
trinfic merit neceflary to give them 
rank among the productions of in- 
vention and fancy. 

“ The Iliad and Odyfley of Ho- 
mer, tranflated by Mr. Pope, 4 

3 new 





hew Edition, with additional Notes 
€ritical and illuftrative, by Gilbert 
Wakefield, B. A.” in eleven vols. 
cannot fail of meeting with a fa- 
vourable reception from the public. 
With his well-known dilige nce, that 
learned and ingenious critic has 
examines, and compared with the 
original, Mr. Pope’s popular ver- 
fion, as well as thofe of preceding 
and fubfequent tranflators, and from 
the materials which this inveitiga- 
tion fupplied him with, unite: dq to 
his own tafte and claffical know- 
ledge, produced the explanatory 
notes, critical remarks, and fug 
gefted emendations, which accom- 
pany this valuable 
though it cannot be expected that 
all his criticifms fhouk 7 be univer- 
fally received, ne objections may 
be allowed to be alid : ainit the e 
freedom and shies fof rah eof h 
corrections, ftillenough will remain 
to entitle him to the chara¢ter of the 
moit acute and ufeful annotator on 
thefe labours of our favourite poet. 
In our Regifler for the year 1794, 
we introduced to our readers the 
firft volume of * the Works 
Alexander Pope, efq, with Remarks 
and IJluftrations,’ by Mr. Wake- 
field, which was intended by him 
to be the commencement of a com- 
plete and correct edition of that po- 
et’s publications. Since the appear- 
ance of that volume, however, he 
has been induced to relinquifh his 
defign, in confequence of Dr, 
Warton’s having undertaken the 
fame tafk. Hig shly as we deem of 
Dr. Warton’s editorial abilities, we 
reerct that any circumfiance fhould 
have taken place to prevent us from 
receiving the whole of Mr. Wake- 
tield’s intended commentaries and 
iilufira'ions. An additional fpcci- 
men of what he wifhed to have per- 
formed, he has prefented to the 
public in his “ Obfervations on 
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Pope,” which, as far as they are 
finiflied, are entitled to the fame 
reception from fcholars and readers 
of tafte with his former remarks and 
illuftrations. {na preface to thefe 
obfervations, Mr. Wakefield has 
entered into a critical and pleafing 
difcuflion of the poetical merits of 
Mr. Pope, which he has tricd b 
the rules of excelle nee laid down by 
Horace and Longinus. 
To the number of elegant pocket 
editions of fome of the moft ad- 
mired of our Britifh poets, orna- 
mented with engravings, of which 
thofe of Akenfide and Armfttrong 
were announced jn our laft volume, 
we have now to add, in the cata- 
logue of this year’s productions, 
“the Chafe, a Poem, by Wialltien 
Somerville, Kiq. to which is pre- 
fixed a critical Effay on the Poem, 
by Dr, Ail and * the Sp yleen 
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and other Poems, by Matthew uy - 
Green, with a prelaiory Lilay,”, HY 
by the fame e litor. I 

Mr. Cox’s edition of “ Fables by »,. 
John Gay,” although not diftin- wey. 
eulthed by fimilar decorations with hs 
thofe which accompany the laft- ) 
mentioned publication, deferves, ne- -} 
verthelets, and will, deubtlefs, meet 
witha favourable reception from the 3 


public, on account of its ufeful litee 
rarv recommendations. Thefe con- \ 
fift ina well-drawn life of Mr. Gay, 
with judicious remarks on his merits he 
as a poet; an id ine <pla: latory notes, ; 
iNuftrations, comments on the moral 
lefflons inculcated, quotations of 4 
fimilar pa iflages from other authors, - 
and curious and inftructive parti- 
culars in natural hutory. 

“ Tuan of Arc, an Epic Poem, 
by Robert Southey,”’ in ten books, 
as the author interms us in his pre- | 
face, was finifhed in its firft form of 


twelve books in fix weeks time 3 \ 
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moft entirely recompofed while the 
printing wenton. Owing to this in- 
judicious and very blameable hafte, 
feveral faulty parts in refpect to 
dition and verfification will pre- 
fent themfelves to the reader’s eye, 
which we may venture to pronounce 
would not have exifted, had the au- 
thor employed fufficient time m 
revifing and correcting his work. 
For notwithftanding thefe blemifh- 
es, it abounds in beauties and ex- 
cellencies of the higheft order. The 
{tory upon which it is founded is a 
very interefting one in the hiftory 
of France, and too well knowa to 
render it neceflary for us to repeat 
it. Mr. Southey, in forming the 
plan and arrangement of his poem, 
Sesdes the circumfiances of the 
fiory, with an alterraten in the 
chronology of fome of the facts, 
bas called to his aid the advantages 
of learning, poetical fiction, and 
preternaturalagency. And in exe- 
euting it, he has difplayed powers 
whiclY entitle him to a high rank 
among modern poets. His con- 
ceptions are frequently bold and 
lotty, his imagery rich and beauti- 
inl, and his language and vertifica- 
tion, with the exceptions to which 
we have already adverted, elegant, 
energetic, and harmonious. To 
which we have to add, that the 
fentiments which are incidentally 
exprefled, or directly inculcated 
throughout the whole poem, are 
noble and liberal, and fhew the 
author's mind to be infpired with an 
ardent with to promote the interefis 
of humanity and benevolence. ‘The 
author’s friend, Mr. Coleridge, has 
contributed the greateft part of the 
lines in the fecond book, in which 
the allegorical perfonages in the 
palace of ambition are introduced. 
‘* The Paradife otf Tafte, by 
Alexander Thomfon, Efq.’” is an 
ailegorical production, the perutal 
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of which, although it is not free 
from inequalities, will afford the 
lover of genuine poetry much plea- 
fure and entertainment. It js di- 
vided into feven cantos. In the firft 
canto, entitled the Library, and 
which has no neceffary connexion 
with the plan of the work, the av- 
thor takes a furvey of different 
claffes of books, which he charac- 
terizes, and defcribes the pleafures 
they are capable of affording. In 
the fecond canto, entitled the Vi- 
fion, the Power of Tafte appears to 
the author, and, after addreffing 
him in complimentary terms, car- 
ries him through the air to view 
* the various wonders of his bright 
domain.” ‘Thefe wonders are the 
fubjects of the remaining cantos, 
which are entitled, the Garden of 
Beauty ; the Vale of Pity; the 
Houfe of Ridicule; the Mountain 
of Sublimity; and the Ifland of 
Fancy. In thefe different divifions 
of the Paradife of Tafte, different 
poets, and a few profe writers, an- 
cient and modern, are grouped, in 
beautiful and appropriate icenery, 
and charaéterifed in a manner that 
does credit to the author’s extenfive 
reading, and poetical talents. The 
{tyle and meafure of his poetry 
Mr. Thomfon has judicioufly va- 
ried in his cantos, as his fubjects 
varied. 

‘* The Birth and Triumph of 
Love, by Sir James Bland Burges, 
Bart.” is an allegorical poem, 11 
the ftanza of Spencer, the fubjeét of 
which was fupplied by a feries of 
beautiful engravings, entitled “ the 
Birth and Triumph of Cupid," 
which are underftood to have been 
copied from drawings by the prin- 
cefs Elizabeth. Thefe drawings, it 
is faid, were meant to compliment 
the king and queen on their con- 
nubial telicity. Notwithftanding 
that our poet’s invention was necel- 
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farily reftri&ted and cramped by the 
plan which he adopted, his per- 
formance affords fuch proofs of in- 
genuity, and fancy, as will lead the 
reader to form no mean idea of his 
talents for an original and more im- 
portant work. ‘The ftyle which he 
has chofen is that of majeftic and 
lofty poetry: net the moft con- 
eruous, furely, with his fubjec. 
The fentiments, however, which 
he has introduced, are lively and 
delicate ; his defcriptions are beau- 
tiful and poetic; his diétion is 
highly polifhed, and his verfifica- 
tion 1s uniformly harmonious. 

‘© The Frogrefs of Civil Society, 
a didactic Poem, in fix Books, by 
Richard Payne Knight,” is a work 
which we have read with no {mall 
fhare of pleafure. In the firft book 
the author delineates man and his 
manners, in the earlieft and rudeft 
ftate of fociety, that of hunting 
tribes. The fecond book defcribes 
the paftorai ftate, and the altera- 
tions effected by the eafe and lei- 
fure which it introduced. In the 
third book man is reprefeanted in the 
more advanced and improved ftate 
of agricultural life, when Mr. 
Knight fuppofed the refinements 
of love fir{t infpired the true art of 
poetry, of which he traces the pro- 
grefs. The fourth book treats of 
the rife cf arts, manufactures, and 
commerce, and their effects on the 
itate of fociety and manners. The 
fifth book defcribes the influence of 
climate and foil on man, and pre- 
fents us with the novel and fingular 
hypothefis that the primitive race 
of men were negroes, *“ beneath 
the burning tropics bred,” whofe 
defcendants have acquired various 
degrees of fairnefs, from various 
degrees of * climate’s cold.” In the 
fixth book the author illuftrates the 
effects of government and conquett 
on men and manners, from the pe- 
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riod of the fubverfion of the Roman 
empire, to that of modern Europe. 
In each book he has introduced 
difcuffions on various collateral to- 
pics, philofophical, moral, and po- 
litical, in a manner that fhews him 
to poffefs a well-informed, enlarg- 
ed, and liberal mind, Mr. Kuight’s 
poetry is frequently diftinguithed 
by fublimity of conception, con- 
fiderable vigour and force of ex- 
prethon, propriety and elegance of 
language, and harmony of num- 
bers. Exceptions, indeed, we might 
point out againft each of the cha- 
racteriftics we have mentioned ; 
which we muft attribute to the 
circumftance ‘ that he has not {pent 
fo much time in correcting and 
polifhing what he has written as it 
requires.” But the defects and 
blemifhes in this poem will be 
found to bear but a fmall propor- 
tion to its numerous excellencies. 

Mr. Cooke’s * Converfation, a 
didactic Poem, in three Parts,” 
contains many fenfible remarks, and 
judicious rules, delivered in neat 
and pleafing, although not very 
elegant and animated verfe. The 
firit and fecond parts contain di- 
rections for avoiding grofs, or une 
pleafant improprieties in conver- 
{ation ; and the third part defcribes 
the qualities that tend to render it 
lively and entertaining. 

“ The Pleader’s Guide, a didac- 
tic Poem, in two Books, by the 
late John Surrebutter, Efq; Spe- 
cial Pleader, and Barrifterat Law,” is 
a witty and humourous jeu d’efprit, 
written in accurate and eafy hudi- 
braftic verfe, and excellently calcu- 
lated to make the readers’ 

Cs eee inutteles play 
And give their cheeks a holiday.’ 
In the firft book, which is the only 
one yet publithed, the author deli- 
vers to his coufin Job eight lectures 
gji the preliminary proceedings of a 
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fuit at law, together with br urlefque 
memotrs of Mr. Surrebutter’s pro- 
feiional career. And in perform- 
ing this taik, he has difcovered a 
wonderful facility in blen ding the 
crabbed and uncouth tec 
terms of law, with the elegant and 
lively language of the mufes. 
pocm is accon jpanied 
notes, expianatory of the proictlion- 
at pluates, and conveying ufeful 
legal information. 

Mr. kothbrooke’s “ Economy of 
Monzsiiic Life, " it exifted in 
England; a Poem, with ihilofophi- 
caiand Archeological Mluttrations, 
from Lyndwood, Dug: lale, &cc. and 
copious Extraéts from or} _— il Ma- 

” isa work on whichthe 


n {cripts,” is 
auhor has beftowed ees induftry 
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and atiention, and what will be 
found highly gratifying to antiqua 
rian curiofity. It is divided el 


three books, accompanied with il- 
Juftrat've anda preliminary 
difiert in which the origin of 
monkery, monattic buildings, their 
ornaments and furniture, the man- 
ners and employments of the refi- 
dents ‘rom the abbot to the porter, 
the difierent branches of cock Galli. 
cal puifd:ction, and the deftruction 
of the rmonafteries by Henrv VIII. 
are defvribed with confiderable pal 
ticularity, and from the moft genu- 
Ine fources of informat The 
manner inwhich Mr. Fothrooke has 
chofen to convey the 
eitan: 


refearches, is tl 

In which he has made free 
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enone vy, and beauty ot defcripi D5 
but it is fometimes. Hkewife. very 
Driameat detediive in eate, perf; i- 
Cuiiyv, < nd il elody. 

The Progr: {sof Def otifin, a 
focm, in twe Parts, with Notes,” 
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abounds in liberal fentiments, and 
ufeful reflections, by which it js 
much more powerfully recommend- 
ed to the reader’s attention than by 

any peculiar poetical merit. For 
notwithftending that it prefents us 
well wrought defcrip- 
tion, and ple: aling veriification, asa 
whole it does not rife above medi- 
ocrity, while it difplays n umerous 
inftances of profaic feeblenc{s, and 
ne lige nce of c wiselitan. The 
to trace the 


with feme 


objeét of the author is, 
progrefs of fociety from the carlieft 
periods ; the origin of defpotifm; 
its connexion with fuperftition ; the 
chanves which have taken place in 
the world from def{potifm to liberty, 

and from liberty to d: fpotifm ; and 
to exlort his country men from the 
examples which he adduces, to 
euard the Britifl conftitution a- 
eainft the encroachments of civil 
tyranny. 

‘* The Pains of Memory, a Poem, 
by Robert Merry, A. M.” offers the 
reader a contraft to the charming 
picture of the * Pleafures of Me- 
mory,” drawn by Mr. Rozers iti his 
poem ate 08 chat tidle, noticed by 
usin our Recifter tor the year 1792. 
The ch pre fented fome ot the 
moit interefting fcenes on the bright 
fide of human life, which afford 
delightful fenfations in the recol- 
lefion. Our author has chofen to 
direct the attention to fuch gloomy 
and afllictive circumitances, as pro- 
duce painful and bitter remem- 
brance. In_ the defcriptions to 
which this choice of fubjeét has 
gly en rife, he tas di {played much 
Vv Ig our of con ception, and itrik Ing 
imagery, and cloathed his fenti. 
ments in correét and elegant lan- 
ouiee, We cannot approve, how- 
ever, of the tendency of his poem ; 
which, as it confifts folely of dark 
and melancholy fcenes, is calcu- 
lated to imprels t the min d with dif- 
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fatisfaftory and unjuft views of the 
order of nature. 

“ The Influence of Local At- 
tachmeit with refpeét to Home,” 
is a poem of very confiderable me- 
rit, in which the author has unit- 
ed philofophical difcuffion, on the 
principle of affociation of ideas, 
with poetical defcription, in illuf- 
trating the general fentiment which 
he has adopted. It is written in the 
ftanza of Spencer, and is {pirited, 
correct, elegant, and intereiting. 
From the large extract we have 
given in a preceding department of 
our work, we have no doubt but 
that our readers will be induced to 
join with us in this verdict, and to 
add the “Influence of Local Attach- 
ment’ to their lifts of choice col- 
leétions of modern poetry. 

Mifs Seward’s “ Llangollen Vale, 
with other Poems,’ will prove an 
highly acceptable offering to the 
lovers of genuine poetry. They 
are difting euithed by great boldnets 
of fancy, beauty of defe riptiom, re- 
finement of fentiment, elegance of 
language, and harmony of verfifi- 
Cation, Lian, rollen Vale is cele- 
brated in animated and_ pleafing 
{trains ; firft as the principal fcene 
of O wen Glendwr’s martial ex- 
pioits, when he gailantly ‘erm 
the. attacks of Henry IV. on the 
independence and liberties ‘a his 

country ; fecor idly, as the fpot con- 
fecrated tol ove by the tender fongs 
of the poet Hoel; and thirdly, as 
rendered intereffing by having been 
for feventeen years the fequeftered 
retreat of an accomplifhed pair of 
female friends, lady Eleanor Butler, 
and mifs Por fonby. The other 
pieces in this colleétion are, Verfes 
on Wrexham, containing elegant 
compliments to fome of the inha- 
bitants of its environs; Hoyle 
Lake, which we have inferted a- 
mong our poetical feleciions; a 


juft and liberal re 
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fpirited paraplirafe on an ancient 
Norfe poem, of which a literal 
profe tranflation is fubjoined ; in- 
terefting Lines on vifiting Eyam, 
the authorefs’s native place ; an 
Addrefs to Time paft; and fome 
fonnets. 

“ Bewfey, a Poem,” is the pro- 
duction of a young bard, who, from 
the powers of fancy and defcription 
which he difplays, the elegant fim- 
plicity of his diction, and his tune- 
ful numbers, gives fair promife of 
future excellence. Among our fe- 
leGions under the head of Poetry, 
our readers will find a fpecimen of 
his talents in painting rural fee- 
nery. 

“ The Sea, a Poem, in two 
Books, by John Bidlake, B. A.” 
pofleiies numerous marks of thofe 
poetical powers which we attri- 
buted to the author wheg we intro- 
duced his former pieces to our 
readers, in our hiftory of the lite- 
rature of the year 1794. And it 
gives us pleafure to be able to re- 
mark, that, although we can not 
pronounce it free from blemifhes, 
in point of language and compo- 
fition, it affords much lefs fcope 
for animadvertion than the above- 
mentioned poems. This perform- 
ance of Mr. Bidiake is written in 
blank verfe, and contals a variety 
of high wroug ht fcenery, and beau- 
tifu L cle feription, intermingled with 
feéftion » P ilo- 
fophical, commercial, aud moral, 
together with intereiting and pa- 
thetic tales. 

Mrs. Robinfon's ** Sappho and 
Phaon, in a Series of Leottimate 
Sonnets, &c.” delineates the vari- 
eties prods ed on an elegant and 
accomp.ifhed mind, which yields 
itfelf upto the unreifted and ty- 
rannical influence of the tender 
nailon. [t CO! fits of forty-four 
fonnets, which are diftinguifhed by 
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brilliancy of fancy, tendernefs of 
fentiment, and elegance of diction. 
They potlels, likewife, the merit of 
chaftenefs and fimplicity, Pre- 
fixed to them are anecdotes of the 
Letbian mufe, the charaéter of her 
poetry as jar as it can be afcer- 
tained from the few remains that 
are handed down to us, and an en- 
graving of her head, from a marble 
buft in the palace of prince Giuf- 
tiniani at Rome. 

Sir Brooke Boothby’s ** Sorrows, 
facred to the Memory of Penelope,”’ 
are a pleafing tribute of parental 
affection, confifting of twenty-four 
fonnets, and two elegies, which 
breathe the moft tender and pathe- 
tic fentiments, in fimple, yet highly 
yoliflied and melodious ftrains. To 
thefe are added fome milcellaneous 
poems, imitations of Horace, and 
a tranflation of Taffo’s account of 
the death of Clorinda. This vo- 
lume is printed in the higheft flyle 
of elegance, and is ornamented 
with feveral exquifitely beautiful 
engravings. 

The little volume of * Poems by 
Lady Tuite,” contains a variety of 
pleafing pieces, which, if they are 
not marked by the higher cha- 
racters of poetiyv, abound in juft 
and delicate fentiments, drefled, in 
general, in correct language, and 
eafy verfification. Many of them 
wear that penfive caft, from which 
the reader will be led to furmife 
that they have been dictated by a 
wounded, and difappointed mind. 

The volume of Poems, and 
Fugitive Pieces by Eliza,” likewife, 
among many trifling produétions 
might have been omitted 
without any injury to her repu- 
tation, contains tome eafy and ele- 
gant pieces, diltinguithed by jult 
lentinent, mplicity, and pathos. 

* Tine Poetical Works of the 
Rex. Samuel Bifhop, A. M. late 
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Head-mafter of Merchant Taylors’ 
School, &c.” in 2 vols. 4to. con- 
fift of a vaft mafs of mifcellaneous 
pieces, fome ferious, but moft of 
thein comic, the employment of his 
leifure hours, and written, chief 
for the amufement of himfelf and 
his friends. The defign of col- 
lecting and publifhing them, would 
feem to have originated in a bene- 
volent defire to ferve the author’s 
family, by inviting thofe who knew 
and efieemed the man, to encourage 
an extenfive fale of what frequent- 
ly delighted and entertained them 
in their neighbonrly intercourfe, or 
when handed about in manufcript. 
We will not injure fuch a fale, by 
what might be deemed fevere, or 
faftidious remarks. Many of thefe 
pieces are ingenious, many are ele- 
gant and aftectionate, and many 
are diftinguifhed by lively effufions 
of wit and humour. The life of 
Mr. Bifhop, which is prefixed by 
the editor, the rev. Thomas Clare, 
reprefents him in a very refpectable 
light, as far as relates to his do- 
mefiic, friendly, moral, and reli- 
gious character: on the judgment 
and impartiality with which he has 
appreciated his poetical merits, we 
leave his readers to decide, frem 
the ample materials which he has 
afforded them. 

The two volumes of “¢ Poems by 
the Rev. Henry Rowe, L.L.B.” ap- 
pear to have been publifhed with 
the view of relieving the author 
f:om the preffure of fevere perfonal, 
and domeftic diftrefs. We trutt 
that the mention of this circum- 
fiance, will recommend the patron- 
age of them to many benevolent 
and feeling befoms. Were they to 
read one of them, entitled “ The 
Poet’s Lamentation,” it would 
plead, although in humble and art- 
lefs ftrains, very powerfully in the 
author's favour. 

The 
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The volume of “ Poems on va- 
rious Subjects, by S. T. Coleridge, 
Jate ot Jefus College, Cambridge,” 
offers numerous unequivocal proofs 
of genius, and cultivated tafte, that 
will fecure ita favourable reception 
with the lovers of genuine poetry. 
The critical eye, indeed, wiil dif- 
cover, in the different pieces which 
it contains, fome marks of negli- 
gence, as well as objectionable and 
unauthorized exprefiions and com- 
pound epithets. But for thefe ble- 
mifhes, the beauties which they 
afford will abundantly atone. A- 
mong the principal poems in this 
collection, are a Monody on the 
Death of Chatterton, and Songs of 
the Pixies, who, in the ruftic fuper- 
{tition of Devonfhire, are a kind of 
fairies, harmlefs, or friendly to 
man; which are in irregular verfe, 
and abound in pathetic paflages, 
and pleafing imagery: and a piece 
entitled Religious Mufings, in blank 
verfe, diftinguifhed by important 
fentiments and fublime conceptions. 
Of the fmaller pieces, the moft 
beautiful and impreflive are what 
the author calls Effufions, which 
breathe liberal and tender fenti- 
ments, in animated and pleafing 
language. 

The “ Poems, confifting of Ele- 
gies, Sonnets, Odes, Canzonets, 
and the Pleafures of Solitude, by 
P. Courtier,” are not deftitute of 
confiderable merit, as works of 
genius, and examples of eafy har- 
monious verfification. They can- 
not, however, be exculpated from 
erofs inaccuracies, and debafing 
conceits and phrafeology. The 
juft and liberal fentiments that per- 
vade them, will forcibly recommend 
them to the candid critic. 

With fimilar recommendations, 
and, we muft in juflice add, with 
fewer defects, we announce “ Re- 
yolutions, a Poem, in two Books,” 
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in blank verfe, by the fame author, 
which contains numerous paflages 
that do him great credit as a poet, 
and as a man of feeling and re- 
flection. 

The volume of “ Poems by G. 
D. Harley, of the Theatre-royal, 
Covent-garden,” affords evidence 
of the author’s poffeffing powers of 
invention and defcription, which 
entitle him to a refpeétable rank 
among modern poets. His defect- 
ive education, however, which he 
feelingly laments, has betrayed him 
into various inaccuracies, in point 
of language and expreflion. The 
larger poems in this colleétion are 
in blank verfe, and are defcriptive, 
and moral. Among the fmaller 
pieces, fome are written in the 
ballad ftyle, and are fimple, tender, 
and pleafing. 

Mr. Parfons’s elegant, and, in its 
intention, highly commendable 
** Ode to a Boy at Eton,” we have 
inferted among our poetical felec- 
tions. The publication in which 
it appears contains alfo three pleaf- 
ing fonnets, an epigram, and ex- 
planatoryand critical notes. Among 
the latter will be found, fome fevere 
and juft ftridtures on the inaccu- 
racies to be met with in Gray’s 
poetry. 

The volume entitled “ Sketches 
in Verie, with Profe Illuftrations,” 
confifts of odes, fonnets, fongs, and 
lines, written on various occafions, 
very elegantly printed, which, if 
they bear no ftriking marks of 
genius and originality, are recom. 
mended by pleafing imagery, and 
eafy {mooth verfification. Among 
the profe illuitrations, the reader 
will meet with am attempt to vin- 
dicate the abfurd and fuperttitious 
belief of the vulgar and ignorant 
in apparitions; and a defence of 
the equally unphilofophical and 
ridiculous notions, that a natural 
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5 vet is due to family and birth, 
nd that the endowments of the 
ers are hereditary 

“© The Sea-fick Minftrel, or Ma- 
ritime Sorrows, a Poem, in fix 
Cautos,” is amock heroic, in which 
the author, by a ftrange perverfion 
of tafte, has combined togetier an 
abundant portion of filthy defcrip- 
tions, and criticifms on the fine 
arts. Inthe latter, he “4 employed 
Mm charaéterizing our pru Ips 1 art- 
itts, and in fatirizing Mr. Bromley, 
the aushor ef a philofophical and 
critical hiftory of the fine arts, and 
Mr. Knight’s poem, entitled the 
Landfeape. Fftis lines are not de- 
void of poetic merit, but they 
bear too numerous marks of care- 
lefsnefs and negligence. 

In our Regifter for the year 
1794, we introduced to our readers 
the ** Purfuits of Literature, or 
what you will, a fatirical Poem, in 
Dialogue.” During the prefent 
year, parts I, and III. of that 
work have made their appearance, 
in which the auth r’s objeét is ftill 
the fame, and purfued in a fimilar 
manner. 

Our neceffary limits will permit 
us to infert the titles only of the 
following articles: Poems by 
Mrs. J. Pilkington, in 2 vols;” 
“ Donald Bane, ee of the He- 
bride Ss, or Weitern ifles, an Heroic 
Poem, in 3 Books, by Geor: oe Skene, 
Efq;” * Poems of various Kinds, 
by Edward Hamley, Fellow of New 
College; “ Poetic Effufions, paf- 
toral, m oral, amatory, and def crip- 
tive, by W. Perieft, M.D; > «Mif- 
— ineous Poems, by Richard 

Cookfev, vod 5" és Poetical Eflays, 
by W. Wane “ Odes, and 
Mifcellaneous | is, by a Student 
of Medicine; “ Poems on the 
Death of Prifcilla Farmer, by her 
Grandfon Charles Lloyd;” “ Po- 
ems by Jofeph Cottle ;” 66 Eleo 
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Stanzas, written during Sicknefs at 
Bath, December 1795, by the Rey, 
W. L. Bowles, A.M; « Hope, 
an Allegorical Sketch, on recover- 
ing lowly from Sicknefs,” by the 
fame author; * Addrefs to Sym. 
pathy, addrefled to Mrs. Leigh; 
“© Medi: — by Moon- hicht, 2 
Poem:” “ The Villave Mute. ora 
Poem on Summer, by Juvenis;” 
“The Alps, a morai and deicriptive 
Poem, from the German ot Haller,” 
“ A Collection of ‘Trifles, in V erfe, 
by C.E. Stewart, A.M;” ¢& Sketch. 
esin Verfe, by Thomas Robinfon ws 
‘The Balance, in three Cantos ;” 
“Qi rafhy, or the Coal-black Maid, 
by C aptain ‘T’. Morris ;” “A Para- 
phrafe on Gray’s Blegy, written on 
the unfortunate Cataftrophe of the 
late i. Wefton, exe cuted for For- 
gerv ;°’ The Triumphs of War, by 
W. An phiett ;” * The Tri imph of 
Innox ence, an Ode, writien on the 
Del liverance of Maria Therefa 
Charlotte from the Prifon of the 
Temple, by Eyles Irwin, Efg;” 
¢ A felect Collection of Epig rains, 
many of them original, by Thomas 
Clio Rickman ;” « Sketches on 
various Subjects, by the Author of 
the Democrat ;*? * An Epiftle in 
Verfe to the Rev. Dr. Randolph, 


occafioned by the Publication of 
his Correfpondence with the Earl 
and Countefs of Jerfey, with 


Notes ;” “ An equeftrian Epiftle, 
in Verfe, to the Earl of Jerfey, 
Mafter of the Horfe to his Royal 
ee the Prince of Wales,” 
cafioned by the fame corre- 
fpondence, by the fame author; 
¢ Memoirs of the Royal Acadenn- 
cians, by Anthony Pafquin, Efq 5° 
“The New Brighton Guide, or 
Co mp: anion for You ung Ladies and 
Gentlemen to all the Watering Pla- 
ces in Great Britain, by John Wil- 
liams, alias Anthony Pafguin, 
Efq ;° * The Pin-bafket, a Satire, 
by 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE. [267] 


by Anthony Pafquin, Senior;” “A 
critical Review of Mr. Burke’s two 
Pamphlets, in a poetical E iftle 
from Simkin the Second to his 
Brother Simon in Wales; *“ The 
Political Dramatift, in November 
1795, a Poem;” “ A Confolatory 
Epittle to Mr. Reeves;” * Peace, 
Jgnominy, and Deftruction, by 
Mr. Jerningham ;” and * Familiar 
Letters from the Ghoft of Shak- 
{peare to Samney Ireland.” 


The Dramatic publications of the 
year 1796 were, * Fiefco, or the 
Genoele Confpiracy, a Tra igedy, 
from the German of Schiller;’ 
66 The Modern Arria, a Tragedy in 
5 Ads, roen the German of F. M. 
Klinger ;” ‘ The Negro-Siaves, a 
dramatic hiftorical Piece, in 3 Acts, 
prom the German of De Kotzbue ;” 

«¢ Almeyda, Queen of Gren: ada, a 
Tragedy, by Mifs Lee;” “ Dhe 
Sicilian Lovers, a Tragedy, by 
Mrs. Robinfon;” “ The Battle of 
Eddington, “ Britifh Liberty, a 
Tragedy, by J. Penn;” “ Vorti- 
mer, a Trogec dy, by A. a 
“ Inez, a Tragedy ;” “« T he Day 
of Yore, a nl in 3 A&s, by 
Mr. Cumberland ;” “ rhe [ron 
Cheft, a Plav, in 3 Aéts, bv George 


Colman the younger ,? Phe 
Fucitive, a Ci omedy, by |. Richard- 


fon, Efg.;” “ The Man of Ten 
Thi uiand, a Comedy, by Thomas 
Holcroit ;”? * The Way to get 
Married, a Comedy, by Thomas 
Morton, fq.” * Abroad and at 
Home, a comic — in 3 Acts, 
by George Holi. , Efg;” * Lock 
and Key, a mufic m kntertal unk nt, 
in 3 Aéts, bv Prince idoare, Efq; 
“ The Smugglers, amufical Drama, 
by S. birch ;” ona * Village Vir- 
tues, a dramatic Satire, in two 
Parts.” 


In the lift of our MifccHaneous 


articles, we have to infert the fifth 
and fixta volumes of the popular 
and excellent liitie work entitled 
* Kvenings at Home, or the Juve- 
nile Budget opened, contifting of a 
Variety of miicellaneous Pieces for 
the Initruétion and Amutement of 
young Perions.” What we have 
{aid of the preceding volumes in 
our Regifters for the years 1793 and 
1794, renders it unnecetlary tor us 
to do more in this place, than to 
announce the appearance of thofe 
before us; excepting taat it may 
be proper to add, that they are the 
lait wich are to be EXP ‘om from 
the fame authors, on the fame plan. 
In our laft ycar’s Regifier we 
introduced to our 3 aders Mrs. 
Charlotte Smith’s pl Gus and in- 
jiructive littic work entitled * Rural 
Walks.” During the prefent year 
fhe has publithed “ Rambles tar- 
ther, a Continuation of Rural 
W alks, &c. in 2 Vols.’? which are 
written on the fame plan, and e- 
gually merit the notice of young 
perfons, for whofe benefit they are 
intended. 
the * Addre’s to a Young Lady 
on her Entrance into the Wor! d, 
in 2 Vols.” is deiivered in the 
character of a governefs taking 
leave of her pupil of rank and 
fortune, and inculcates much feri- 
ous and ufeful advice, in plain, 
perl picuoi Sy A 1d naprefins e jane 
guage fe. The topics on watch the 
atiates are, tue reading of me 
fer ript wes, the obfervance of the 
fabbath, truth, content, fortitude, 
pride, and the duties of children 
to parents. 


66 ‘Tue if wen ile ¢ Jhio. or Nie ntal 


Medlev, contifting of original bf. 
favs, moral and iiterary, Tale Sy 
Fables, Reflections, &c. intended to 
correct the ] aqgmeni, to linprove 
the ‘Tafte, and to humanize the 


Miud,’’ is a pleating and utetul 
work, 
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work, in which good moral leffons 
are agreeably intermingled with 
interefting ftories, defigned and 
calculated to render them impref- 
five, and young perfons are judici- 
oufly brought to the threfhold of 
{cientific knowledge. 

Mr.Stedman’s * Study of Aftro- 
nomy, adapted to the Capacities of 
Youth, in twelve familiar Dia- 
logues, and illuftrated with Cop- 
per-plates,” appears well calculated 
to lead young perfons to an ac- 
guaintance with the rudiments of 
that fcience. His explanations of 
technical terms are eafy and per- 
{picuous, his defcriptions and illuf- 
trations plain and judicious, and 
his language correct and pleafing. 

M. D'liraeli, on whote induttry 
in multifarious reading, tafte in 
feleétion, and ingenuity of remark, 
we have had repeated opportunities 
of beftowing our applaufe, has pub- 
lifhed, during the prefent year, a 
volume of * Mifcellanies, or Lite- 
rary Recreations,” of the fame cha- 
racter with his preceding works, 
and which we recommend as a 
lively and entertaining perform- 
ance. Itis written in the form of 
eflays, and embraces various curi- 
ous and interefting topics, too nu- 
merous to be {pecified in our ca- 
talogue. 

The volume entitled “ Anec- 
dotes, hiftorical, and literary, or 
a mifcellaneous Selection of curious 
and ftriking Patlages from eminent 
medern Authors,’’ is not deftitute 
of interefting and entertaining mat- 
ter, induftrioutly collected from a 
variety ot books, on diferent fub- 
jets, but it is mixed with too 
much trafh, which a tolerable fhare 
of judgment and tafte would have 
excluded. 

‘he fame remarks apply to the 
* Interefting Anecdotes, Memoirs, 
Allegories, Effays, and poetical 
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Fragments, &c. in 4 Vols. by 
Mr. Addifon.”’ 

The volume entitled ¢ Epiftles 
Domettic, Confidential, and Official, 
from General Wafhington, written 
about the Commencement of the 
American Conteft, when he entered 
on the Command of the Army of 
the United States, &c.” is a col- 
lection of moft impudent and ma.-. 
lignant forgeries, fabricated, and 
originally publifhed in a minifterial 
newfpaper, at New York, when it 
was in the pofleffion of the Britith 
army. The object of them was, 
to deftroy the confidence of the 
Americans in the integrity and 
public fpirit of their commander 
in chief, and to alienate the country 
from the grand caufe in which they 
had embarked. We need not fay 
how completely they failed in pro- 
ducing their defigned effect. Their 
recent republication in America, 
and fince that in this country, after 
the moft fatisfatory evidence of 
their being the invention of fome 
infamous proftitute writer, we 
cannot reconcile with our notions 
of honour, or honefty. The greater 
part of the official papers which are 
added, are garbled, or altered fo as 
to give an appearance of authenti- 
city to fome parts of the forgeries. 

The * Three Dialogues on the 
Amufements of Clergymen,” are 
faid to have been publifhed from a 
manufcript of Dr, Jofiah Framp- 
ton, whofe likrary and papers were 
fold in London, about the year 
1730, and to have been penned by 
him, as containing the fubftance of 
real converfations which pafled 
between himfelf and dean Stilling- 
fleet, the author of Origines Sacre. 
Some of the remarks and obfer- 
vations which they contain may 
perhaps appear too precife and 
rigid; and it may be thought that, 
in more than one inftance, the 

exercifes 
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exercifes and amufements pro- 
{cribed, are full as innocent and 
decorous as others which are per- 
mitted. They offer, however, much 
judicious and ufeful advice, de- 
ferving the attention of all the 
ferious clergy, particularly the 
younger members of the order, de- 
livered in an eafy lively ftyle, and 
interf{perfed with illuftrative anec- 
dotes. 

Mr. Burges’s * Defultory Hints 
on Violence of Opinion and In- 
temperance of Language,” reflect 
great honour on the good fenfe, 
hiberality, and candour of the au- 
thor, and merit the notice of po- 
- Jemics of all parties, political and 
theological, The good advice 
which they enforce, was never more 
feafonable than at the prefent 
period. 

The “ Hints to Frefh-Men, from 
a Member of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge,” confift of excellent 
moral and prudential rules, deli- 
vered in the form of maxims, and 
enlivened by ftrokes of wit and 
pleafantry. 

‘© The Correfpondence between 
the Earl and Countefs of Jerfey, 
and the Rev. Dr. Randolph, on the 
Subject of fome Letters belonging 
to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs 
of Wales, of late fo much the 
Topic of public Converfation,” 
was publifhed by lord Jerfey, to 
vindicate his lady from the fufpi- 
cion of being concerned in the 
interception of a packet, which, 
among other circumftances, is un- 
derftood to have contributed to an 
unhappy mifunderftanding in high 
life. We cannot fay that it throws 
much light on that myfterious bu- 
finefs. 

‘© The Triumph of Acquaintance 
over Friendfhip, an Effay for the 
Times, by a Lady,” is a lively but 
defultory performance, in which, 
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if the writer has any ferious defign, 
it is to decry all indulgence to the 
generous emotions of the heart, 
and to recommend the cultivation 
of cold politenefs, and artiticial good 
breeding, as the furer means of 
felf-enjoyment. If the lady’s feel- 
ings correfpond with her theory, 


her happinefs will not excite our 
envy. 


The Romances and Novels of 
the year 1796 were very numerous, 
and many of them poflefled con- 
fiderable merit in that fpecies .of 
compofition. In this number we 
muft rank “ Camilla, or a Picture 
of Youth, by the Author of Evelina 
aud Cecilia, in 5 Vols;’? Nature 
and Art, by Mrs, Inchbald, in 
2 Vols;” * Emma Courtney, by 
Mary Hays, in 2 Vols;” “The 
Italian, or the Confeflional of the 
Black Penitents, by Mrs. Radcliffe, 
in 3 Vols;”? * Marchmont, a No- 
vel, by Charlotte Smith, in 4 
Vols;” “ Angelina, by Mrs. Ro- 
binfon, in 3 Vols;” * Hubert de 
Sevrac, a Romance of the eight- 
eenth Century, by the fame, in 3 
Vols;”’ ** Letters of a Hindoo Ra- 
jah, written previous to, and durin 
his refidence in England, by Eliza 
Hamiiton, in 2 Vols;” * Edward; 
various Views of Human Nature, 
taken from Life and Manners, 
chiefly in England, by the Author 
of Zeluca, in 2 Vols;” * The 
Monk, a Romance, by J.G. Lewis, 
Efg. M. P. in 3 Vols;” “ Travels 
before the Flood, from the Arabic, 
in 2 Vols; *“* Man as he is, a 
Novel, in 4 Vols;”’ “* Hermfprong, 
or Man as he is not,” by the fame 
author, in 3 vols; ‘+ Theodore 
Cyphon, or the Benevolent Jew, by 
G. Walker, in 3 Vols;’’ ** Claren- 
tine, in 3 Vols;’’ ** Modern Novel- 
writing,” a fatirical production, by 
lady Marlow, in 2 vols; ‘* The 
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Knights of the 
of Charlemagne, a ! 
the Fren af of the Countefs of 
Ger lis, in 2 Vo's;” * Paul and 
Virginia, ion the French of Ber- 
hardin St. Pierre, with original 
Sonnets, by Helen Maria Willi- 
ams ;” “ James the Fatalift, a phi 
lofophical Romance, from the 
French of the late M. Diderot ;’ 

& The Hiftory of Peregrivus Pro- 
teus, the Pb ilofopher, from the 
German of Wieiaw, in 2 Vols;” 
6 The Lite and Opinions of Sebal- 
dus Nothanker, tranflated from the 
German of Frederic Nicolai, by 
Thomas Dution, A. M. Vol. 1;” 
“The Black Valley, a Tale, froim 


Swan, or the Court 
Romance, from 


the German of Weber, Author of 


the Sorcerer;’? and * Albert de 
Nordenfliild, tranflated from the 
German, in 2 Vols. The foilow- 


ing belong to the fame clafs of 


publicati ions: * The Foretters, al- 
tered from the French, by Mifs 
Gunning, in 4 Vols; * The Ab- 
bey of Clugny, by Mis. ! Meeke, in 
3 Vols;” * Anzoletta Zadoiki, by 
Mrs. Howell, 1 in 2 Vols;’’ ** Geor- 
gin, or the Advantages of grand 


Yonnedtions, by the fame, in 2 

Vols; “ The Children of the 
bbev, by. Maria Roch es In 4 

Vols; “ foan, by Matilda Fit 


John, in 4 Vols ;” * Liabinda of 
Bellefield, by Mrs. Courrvey, in 
3 Vols; * Select Fairy from 
the German of Wielaw,in 2 ae 
‘The Hittory of _— Ex 
4 Vols;” * Maria, or 
in 2 Vols;” * kdine a 
Hey, Efq. in 2 Vols 
tina, by J. I. Campon;” “ The 
Magnanimous Amazon, in 2 
Vols;”  Ancelo, by E I. H. Ulf, 
in 2 Vols;” * Adela Northington, 
in 3 Vois;"’ “ Fatality, in 3 Vols ;” 
«Phe Pavilion, in 4 Vols; “ Ma- 


ales, 
Vols 
rans, in 
ne Vicarage, 
by R, 
* Clemen- 
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tilda and Elizabeth, in 4 Vols ; 
** Lewis de Boncceur, by Cuitherton 
Lara, in 2 Vols;” © Durval and 
Adelaide, by the fame; *” & Confe. 
quences, or Adventures of Wraxall 
Cafile;” “* Hannah Hewit, or the 
Female Crufoe, by Mr. Dibdin, in 
3 Vols ;’’ * The Manfion- -Honfe, 
2 Vols, » & The Creole, or the 
tiie: Ifland, by Samuel Arnold, 
jun. in 3 Vols;” * The Myftery 
of the Black Tower, by J. Palmer, 
jun. in 2 Vols;” * Love’s Pilgrim. 
age, in 3 Vols; 9&6 Memoirs of the 
Ancient Houfe of Clarendon, in 
3 Vols ;” “ Agatha, in 3 Vols;” 
& Memoirs of the Marquis de Ville- 
bon, in a Series of Letters, in 
2 Vols;” “ The Woodland Cot- 
tage, in 4 Vols;” * The Farmer of 
Inglew ood Forett, by Elizabeth 
Helme, in 4 Vols; » 6 The Her- 
nit of Caucafus, by Jofeph Mofer, 
2 Vols;” * The Abftraéct, a Cha- 
wot from Life, ii 3 Vols;” 
** Montgomery, or Scenes in Wales, 
in 2 Vols .?  Kloife de Montblanc, 
Kg a Young Lady ot Fafhion, in 
4 Vols;” “ Avgufta Fitzherbert, 
or Anecdotes. of Real Charaéters, 
in 2 Vols;” * The Caftle of Inch- 
vallv, a Tale, by Stephen Cullen, 
in 3 Vols;” The Sorrows of 
Edith, by Mrs. Burke, in 2 Vols;” 
“A Gc offi »’s Story, and Legendary 


Tales, by Mrs. Wet, in 2 Vols;’ 
“ The Manfion- Houfe, bya a Young 
Gentleman, in 2. Vols; ‘* Man- 


fredi, Baron St. Ofmond, -an old 
Eneglifh Romance, by Sarah Lanf- 
dell, in 2 Vols;” ¢* The Ruins of 
Avenida Priory, by Mrs. Kelly; 
ing V ols; - «“ Delves, by I Mrs, Gun- 
n ing, in 2°Vols;’? “ Horrid Myf- 
teries, from the German of Grofe, 
by P. Will, in 4 Vols ;” and “ The 
Difappointed Heir, by A. Gomer- 
fall, in 2 Vols.” 
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Of the Year 1796. 


HEN we turn our attention 

to the foretzn produétions 
ofthe year, we till fimd ourtelves 
very icantily fupplied with mate- 
riais)for prefenting to our readers 
anvhiftorical. catalogue of the lite- 
rature of the northern ‘buropean 
kingstoms, ‘and ofthe Ulited Pro- 
¥inces, now edenominated the Ba- 
tavian republic. Among the few 
articles belonging to the Rushan 
dominions, of which we have teen 
any. actount, we have to annonnce 
the Vth, VIth, Viith, and Vilith 
partsof Mr. Herder’s “ Letters to 
promote Humanity” (perhaps the 
word Humanization, if'we may be 
allowed to ufe it, will better con- 
vey to the Englith reader an idea 
ef.the author’s meaning), publifhed 
at Riga. » In fome of our preceding 
voluines we have introduced to our 
readers the former. parts of this 
ingenious: and interefting work, in 
the order of their appearance. 
Fnglith poetry is charaéterized by 
Mr. Herder in his Vilith part 5 
but not with uniform impartial 
jattice to fome of our moft favour- 
ite authors, efpecially in his com- 
parifon of their merits with thofe 
of the moft popular of the German 
poets.—At Peterfburg, the 1ft vo- 
lume of “ Prize Papers and Effays 
of the Free Economical Society at 
Peterfburg,” has been publithed, 
containing many valuable articles, 


illuftrated with feveral plates. The 
contributors to this volume are, 
M. Friebe, M. G. f. Engelmann, 
M. Ornaus, M. Laxmann, M. P, 
Kberhard Sehreeter, M. Dalgreen, 
Dr. Kormey, and. My Pallas.—At 
Riga, M.H. Storch has publithed 
he firtt volume of * Materials 
towards a Knowledge of the Ruf- 
fian kmpire,” which confilts of a 
felecfion of Kuilian traéts, tranf- 
Jated entirely, or in part, into the 
German language. At the fame 
place, M. W. A. Hupel has pub- 
ithed, from the original of general 
}. H. Von Weymarn, a treatife 
“On the Firft Campaign’ of the 
Ruthan Army againit the Prutiians, 
in the Year 1757,” which isa va- 
lnable document refpeéting an in- 
terefting period in the feven years? 
ware At Peterfburg, M. F. E. 
Schreeder has publifhed “Dr. J. 
Reineeg’s General Hitlorical and 
Topographical Defcription of Cau- 
cafus, compiled from his Poft- 
humous Papers, Vol. I.’’ which the 
author’s literary talents, and the 
opportunity he ‘enjoyed of colleét- 
ing information during five diffe- 
rent journeys into the Caucafean 
mountains, will render an accept- 
able prefent to the naturalift, the 
hiftorian, and the geographer.— At 
the fame place have appeared three 
numbers of well-executed acqua- 
tinta plates, of which there are fix 
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in each number, entitled ‘* The 
Cries of Peterfburg,” drawn and 


etched by Schoenberg and Geifler._ 


Thefe plates contain views of dif- 
ferent parts of the city of Peterf- 
burg, with figures of the perfons 
who follow their trades in the 
ftreets, each in his proper habili- 
ments; accompanied with de- 
fcriptions, conveying every necet- 
fary information refpecting the fub- 
jets, in French and German. 
Among the few articles which 
we have feen announced in Swedifh 
literature, we find “ Memoirs of 
the Society for the Promotion of 
general Knowledge among the Citi- 
gens, Vol. I, Parts 1-6.” pub- 
lifhed at Stockholm. This ufeful 
work is more particularly adapted 
to the improvement of political 
economy among the Swedes, and 
according to the fituation and cli- 
mate of their country: but it offers 
many valuable hints from which 
other nations may profit. So, like- 
wife, does the periodical work, en- 
tiled “ The new Economical 
Journal,’ publifhed at the fame 
place, containing eflays on various 
important fubjects, coincident with 
the defign of the work. ‘The laft 
volume of which we have feen any 
notice, contifts of the papers re- 
ceived and approved from January 
to June 1794.—-At the fame place, 
M. J. Alb. Fliniberg has publifhed 
a treatife on ** The Maritime Law 
of Sweden, with Remarks, con- 
taining the new Ordinances intro- 
duced into it, with an Account of 
the Duties of the Swedifh Confuls 
at the feveral foreign Ports, and 
the Perquifites due to them;” which 
mutt prove an ufeful publication 
to thofe who are engaged in come 
mercial connections with that 
country.—At Abo, profeffor Teng- 
fireein has publifhed well-written 
“Memoirs of Dr. J. E. Terferus, 
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Bifhop of Linkoping,” who appears 
to have been a very refpectable and 
liberal man; too liberal to efcape 
the perfecution of his lefs informed 
and envious contemporaries.— At 
Stockholm a fplendid work has 
appeared, entitled “* Ex Mnufeo 
Regis Suecia Antiquarum e Mar- 
more Statuarum Series integra ;” 
which prefents to the public, in 
feventeen copperplates, an idea of 
the nature and value of many an- 
tique ftatues, purchafed at Rome 
by Guftavus IIL. accompanied with 
defcriptions, attributed to C, F, 
Von Fredenheim, infpector of the 
royal cabinet. 

The Danifh dominions have’ been 
unufually barren of literary pro- 
ductions during the year 1796, or 
we have been peculiarly unfortu- 
nate in our inquiries concerning 
them. AtAltona, C. Fred*Cramer 
has publifhed a work, intitled “On 
my Lot, a Manufcript for my 
Friends,’ which is valuable :as a 
document illuftrating the {pirit of 
the times in Denmark. — It appears, 
that M. Cramer, having advertifed 
a tranf{lation of Petion’s works’ on 
the {ubject of legiflation, and ex- 
prefled himfelf in his advertife- 
ment in terms of praife refpecting 
the author, received a fevere repri- 
mand from the government at Co- 
penhagen; on his modeftly jufti- 
fying what he had written, he was 
ordered to be difmiffed from his 
profeflorfhip at Kiel,-with the al- 
lowance of half his falary, provided 
he would avoid all propagation of 
his principles. The petition of his 
colleagues, who gave him a very 
high charaéter, was unavailing to 
prevent the execution of the harfh 
and impolitic fentence. His ac- 
count of the whole tranfaction, 
and his refleétions upon it, do ho- 
nour to his temper and indepen? 
dent f{pirit At the fame ~ 
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M. A.F. Hecker has publifhed the 
firft part of a “ Repofitory of Pa- 
thological Anatomy and Phyfio- 
logy,’’ and in the profecution of 
his plan is promifed the affiftance 
of feveral of the moft able ana- 
tomitts of the prefent day. What 
he has already performed is highly 
{poken of by the foreign reviewers, 
At Copenhagen, M. J. Sylvefter 
Saxthorp, lecturer on midwifery, 
has publifhed “An Examination 
of Obftetrical Inftruments, an In- 
augural Differtation,” which is 
ftated to abound in judicious re- 
marks, that will be found of con- 
fiderable ufe to practitioners.—At 
the fame place, Dr. C. H. Pfatf 
has tranilated, from the enlarged 
Englifh edition, ** Browne's Syftem 
of Medicine, with a critical Dif- 
fertation on the Brunonian Prin- 
ciples ;” from the appearance of 
which, together with the other 
tranflations of that author’s Ele- 
ments, and the late fpeculative pro- 
duétions of medical writers on the 
continent, we may perceive that a 
change is rapidly taking place in 
foreign medical {cience. 

With refpect to the productions 
of the Batavian republic, we have 
received fearcely any information 
fince our laft imperfect notice of 
Dutch literature. At Utrecht, M. 
Hennert, mathematical profeffor, 
has publithed “ A Treatife on the 
Fortification of Towns and Camps, 
and the Range of Bombs, with a 
Plan of Inftruction for Officers.” 
This publication is fpoken of as a 
very valuable manual for profef- 
fional men, and an honourable tef- 
timony of the learned profeflor’s 
patriotifm, in devoting his diftin- 
guifhed talents to the fervice of his 
country.—At Amfterdam, a volume 
has been publifed, intitled * Effays 
and Obfervations in Natural Hif- 
tory, chiefly relating to our own 
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Country, by J. Florentius Marti- 
net, Fellow of the: Dutch Societ 
of Sciences, &c.” illuftrated with 
plates. Thefe effays, which we 
believe have already appeared in 
the Haarlem Tranfaétions, contain 
ufeful materials for a natural hiftory 
of the Dutch territory, and remarks 
and obfervations that will not 
prove unacceptable to foreigners as 
well as to natives.—At Utrecht, 
M. Jer. de Bofch has publithed the 
long-wifhed-for edition of the 
“ Anthologia Greca,” with the 
Latin verfion of Hugo Grotius. 
The original of this verfion, which 
is an excellent one, and in many 
re{pects fuperior to all others, lay 
for a contiderable time concealed 
from the inguiries of the learned, 
in the poffefion of the cclebrated 
Dorville. The younger Burmann 
obtained permiffion from his furs 
viving fon to take a copy of it; 
which after his death came into the 
hands of our editor. And he ex- 
prefles his hope of being able to 
procure the whole of Dorviile’s 
critical labours on thefe poems, 
which, with bis own remarks, and 
fuch as he may think proper to 
feleét from the works of other cri- 
tics, he intends to publifh in a fu- 
ture volume. The literary world 
is much indebted to him for the 
prefent volume, and will impati- 
ently expect the fupplementary one. 
The publications in German li- 
terature which call for our firft 
notice, are fuch as belong to the 
department of Biblical Criticifm and 
Theology, In this number we find 
“ Novum Teftamentum Greece, 
Textum ad Fidem Codicum, Verfi- 
onum. et Patrum recenfuit, et Lec- 
tionis Varietatem adjecit, D. O. Jac. 
Griefbach. Volumen I. Quatuor 
Evangelia comple¢tens. Editio 
fecunda, emendatior, multoque lo- 
cupletior, 8vo.” “The two volumes 
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of the firft edition of this very va- 
luable and important work were 


publifhed in the years 1775 and 
17977, and raifed the author to di- 
ftinguifbed eminence among bi- 
blical critics. Since their appear- 
ance, he has diligently employed 
himifelf in colleting materials for 
carrying his work to the higheft 
pitch of perfection in his power. 
The volume before us is part of 
the refult of his arduous labours, in 
which he appears to have ufed the 
utmoit care to fettle the text as 
perfectly as poffi ble, and to men- 
tion every various reading, of real 
iinportance, that had been either 
noticed by former editors, or ob- 
ferved by himfelf in his very nu- 
merous collections. Vo the whole 
he has prefixed feven feétions of 
Prolegomena, which prefent us with 
abundant proofs of extenfive eru- 
dition, and profound critical fkiil. 
It is highly honourable to our own 
country, that Dr. Grietbach was 
excouraged in his undertaking by 
the munificent patronage of the 
duke of Grafton, at whote expeuce 
aconfiderable number ot copies lias 
been printed on paper fent on pur- 
pofe fron) England, of a much fu- 
perior quality to that of the com- 
mon edition. This work was 
printed in Germany, and is pub- 
liflied both at Halle, and in Lon- 
don.—At Berlin, another impor- 
tant work in biblical criticifm has 
been publithed, intitled ‘ Codicis 
Manuicripti N. T. Graeci Raviani, 
in BibhiothecA Regia Berolinenfi 
publica affervati Examen; quo 
ottenditur, alteram ejus Partem ma- 
jorem ex Editione Complutenfi, al- 
teram minorem ex kEditione Ro. 
berti Stephani tertia, efle defcrip- 
tam, initituit Georgius Gottlieb 
Pappelbaum, &c.” In this work 
the author has proved, with a 


weight of evidence equal to that of 
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mathematical demonftration, that 
the RKavian manufcript, fo called 
from profeffor Rave of Upfal, to 
whom it belonged in the lat cen- 
tury, isa bungling and contempt- 
ible torgery, of which no ufe what- 
ever can be made in any quettion 
of biblical criticifm. The fources 
whence, as he fhews beyond dif- 
pute, it was compiled, are indicat- 
ed in the title-page. To this work 
the author has added an appendix, 
containing, 1. Addenda to Wet- 
ftein’s Collection of various Read. 
ings from the Complutentian Edi- 
tion. 2. A Letter written to Mr. 
Travis on the 1ift of December 
1785, of great importance in the 
controverty relative to the authen- 
ticity of 1 John, v. 7. the contents 
of which he was fo difingenuous as 
to with-hold from the public. This 
letter to the defender of the fpu- 
rious paflage is fufficiently fevere, 
but not more fo than his ,condué 

warranted. — At Hilburghaufen, a 
siasihelicatian has appeared, with 
corrections, omiffions, and addi- 
tions, of * Dr. J. G. Rofenmiiller’s 
Hiftory of the Interpretation or the 
Holy Scriptures in the Chriftian 
Church, from the Age of the Apo- 
files to that of Origen, Part I.”’— 
At Lemgo, M. [. F. Leun has pub- 
lifhed ihe firft and fecond volumes 
of * A Manual for a curfory Kead- 
ing of the New Teftament, in- 
tended for the Ufe of Schools and 
Univerfities,” which is drawn up 
much in the form of a dictionary, 
and contains the fignifications of 
the principa il words and modes of 
expreflion in the New Tettament, 
according to the order in which 
they ovcur.—At Erfurt, profefior 
Chrift. Gotthilf Herrmann has pub- 
lifhed * Elements of the Chriitian 
Religion, for the Ufe of Academies 
and Schools of the middle Rank,” 


which is faid to be executed with 
ability, 








FOR 


ability, and well adapted to the 
author's defign.— At Gottine Cel, 
Dr. C. Fred. Ammon has publithed 
a “ Sketch of Chriftian Morality, 
on fcientific Principles, intended 
chiefly as a Text-book for his Lec- 
tures,” in which he fhewsthe agree- 

ment of the Chriftian religion, 
when the fpirit is feparated from 
the letter, with the di¢tates of pure 
reafon.— At Leipfic, M. Politz, 
fecond profeflor of morals and 
hiftory at the equeftrian academy 
at Drefden, has publithed the firit 
volume of “ A philofoph ical View 
of the Theology of the later Jews.” 
This volume confifts of Pro! ego- 
mena to the author’s greater work, 
and is written with that learning 
and ability, which will lead the 
reader toentertain high expectations 
of the information to be derived 
from the profecution of his plan. 
—At Franktort and Leiphc, an 
anonymous author has publifhed 

‘An Inquiry into the Negative 

Religious Principle of the modern 
French,” in which his o byect ap- 
pears to be to prove the neceility 
of fome efttablithed religion to the 
exiftence of a ftate: a dogma not 
fupported cither by arguments 2 
priori, or a pofteriori, in the efti- 
mation of fome of the moft zealous 
friends to religion in the old and 
new worlds.—At the latter place, 

M.C. G. Ribbeck has ‘publi fhed a 
volume of * Sermons adapted to 
the Spirit and Wants of the Times 
and Place ;” which are reprefented 
to poffe fs very fuperior merit, but 
to be chiefly calculated for readers 
of cultivated minds and refined 
tafte.—At Gotha, M. J. Fred. Chritt. 
Loctier has publifhed a volume of 
« Sermons adapted to the Occur- 
rences and Spirit of the Times,” 
which are nine in number, and 
fiated to be excellent difcourfes of 
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the moral kind. —At Leipfic, M. J. 
Rud. Theoph. Bever has “pub ithed 
“The Hiftory of the Primitive 
World, in Sermons, being an At- 
tempt to render the unle rned bete 
ter acquainted with the Spirit and 
Meaning of the Mofaic Records, 
and defend them aoaimt the At- 
tacks of R; uillery and Superflition; 
of which the foreign journals {peak 
in terms of re nec, although they 
do not aflign them an high rank in 
the lift of pulpit compofitions. 
Under the head of Philofophy 
and Ethics, we meet with a treatile 
on the Laws of the Affociation 
of Ideas, and pai ‘ticularly on a fun- 
damental Princi ple of it hitherto 
unnoticed, by C. G. Bardi,” pub- 
lifthed at Tubi ingen. ‘The object of 
the author is, to fimplify the laws 
of the affociation of ideas, and to 
trace them back to fo:ine higher de- 
terminate law. This law he de- 
nominates the principle of com- 
pletement, which appears to per- 
rade all nature, to which, as to au 
endeavour to form a perfec’ whole, 
he re fers all the modes of tiie ailo- 
ciation of ideas. —At the fame place, 
profetlor Theodore Tiedeman has 
publithed 5 volumes of a truly ela. 
ae ite alt learned work, intitled 
The Spirit of Specul itive Philo- 
fophy, &e.” i in preparing which, he 
has been original and feleét in 
colle&ting his materials, and has 
judiciou ily interwoven civil hif- 
tory, and the circumftances and 
events of the lives of individual 
{peculators, with the record of their 
theories and opinions, and grounds 
of proof, in a manner that eaters 
his performanc e peculiarly inter- 
eiting and iniiruciive. As far as 
he has proceeded, he has, on a 
{fmaller fcale, improved upon the 
arrangement and me ‘thod of Bruck- 
er.—At Halle, profeffor |. Chrift. 
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Hoffbauer has publifhed a treatife 
intitled ** The Natural Philofophy 
of the Mind, in Letters,” the ob- 
ject of which is to explain, in an 
eafy and perfpicuous manner, the 
theory of the different mental fa- 
culties, and the ftate of the mind in 
exercifing them. This defign he 
has profecuted with very great fuc- 
cefs. The more common pheno- 
mena of mind he referves for a 
future inveftigation.—At Leipfic, 
M. G. Henrici has publifhed a phi- 
lofophical dialogue on the queftion 
«Do great Virtues or great Vices 
require the greater Powers of 
Mind?” This dialogue is very cre- 
ditabie to the author’s abilities as 
a plilofophical writer, and, while it 
fatisfactorily eftablifies the pofition 
that true virtue alone denotes great- 
nefs of mind, contains many inter- 
eftine and important collateral ob- 
fervations. 

Amone the articles in German 


literature which are to be referred 
to the head of Government and 
Political Economy, we meet with 
a treattie * On the Government 
of the Roman Republic, by Al. 
Adrien de Texier,” in three vo- 
lumes, publifhed at Hamburg. This 
iS a very important and inftructive 
work, intended to fupply what the 
ablett writers on the Roman people 
and conftitution have leit ina con- 
liderable degree a defideratuin, viz. 
2 methodical and philofophical 
iketch of the inftitutions and {pirit 
of Roman polity, and of the cir- 
cumttances which gradually com- 
bined to render it fo vigorous and 
eficient. It appears to be written 


throughout, with a defigned allufion 
to the ftate of politics in this age of 
revolutions.—In our catalogue of 
the Foreign Literature of the year 
1793, we a the appear- 
ance of profetior Heeren’s * Ideas 
on the Policy, Intercourfe, and 
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Commerce, of the principal Nati- 
ons of Antiquity,” vol. I, pub- 
lifhed at Gottingen. During the 
prefent year he has fent into the 
world the fecond volume of that 
valuable and_ interefting work, 
which comprehends the Perfians, 
the Phenicians, the Babylonians, 
and the Scythians.—At Gottingen, 
likewife, M.de Martens has pub- 
lifhed “ An Effay on Privateers, 
Captures, and Re-captures,” which 
is a learned and ingenious per- 
formance, and offers much ufeful 
affiitance in afcertaining what are 
the principles. of the law of nations 
on the fubjeéts difcuffed. The 
hiftory prefented in it of the origin 
and progrefs of legalized priva- 
teering, will gratify the curiofity 
of the reader.—In our laft year’s 
Kegifter we announced the publi- 
cation, at Hamburg, of Dumou- 
riez’ “* Political View of the Fu- 
ture Situation of France.” During 
the prefent year, he has publifhed, 
at the fame place, * A Continu- 
ation” of that work, in which, as 
circumftances and events have 
changed, the author has changed 
his fentiments and language, and 
accommodated them to the prefent 
order of things. Since the majo- 
rity of the French nation, by the 
acceptance of the conftitution of 
1795, have given an unequivocal 
proof of their attachment to a re- 
publican form of government, he 
now thinks it his duty to offer up 
his vows for the fafety of the 
French republic, and to prefent his 
countrymen with thofe remarks on 
the form they have adopted, and 
that advice which, in his judgment, 
will contribute to its amelioration 
and flability. Whatever may be 
thought of the man, his ideas may 
be ufeful; and we think that fome of 
them merittheattention of theFrench 
nation, The “ Free Thoughts 
on 








on the moft important Concern of 
Germany, refpecttully offered to 
his own and other good Princes, 
for their Examination and ferious 
Reflection, by a Friend to. his 
Country,” are the productions of 
an anonymous author, and pri 

vately printed. They have, howe- 
ver, obtained an extenfive circula- 
tion in Germany, and not unde- 
fervedly. For they contain judi- 
cious exhortations to that reform 
in the government of the Ger aan 
ftates, without which a revolution 
is unavoidable, and at the fane time 
point out the means of accom- 
plifhing it —Unrcer oar cir- 
cumftances of concealinent with 
refpec& to the name of tre author, 
and the place where printed, ano- 
ther work appeared entitled ‘* Of 
the Intereft of the Pruffian Mo- 
narchy, in the Sit ation of Affairs 
as they were in January, 1796,” 

the object of which was to per- 
fuade the Prufiian cabinet to re- 
join the confederacy againft France. 
They purfued, however, a line of 
better policy, and efcaped the di if- 
grace in which the allies, ffnce that 
period, have been involve’. -- At 
Erfurt, M. J. Meichior Moelier | has 
publifhed a prize “ Eilay on favi Ii, 

Moveables and Houwfehold 7 urni- 
ture in Cafe of Fire,” which the 
Gerinan Reviews, without enter- 
ing into particulars, pronounce to 
be a work of importince. ~ The 
‘¢ Four Papers reletive to the Cul- 
tivation of the Danube Siorafs in 
Bavaria,”’ (where printed not men- 
tioned) contain compiaints againtt 
that economical project, wich 


was noticed by us in our lift vo- 
lume, together with anfwers to 
thofe complaints, and the report of 
a committee of enquiry, ftating the 
benefits which have arifen to the 
country from the _patrictic under- 
taking. —At Nuremberg, 


C. Fred, 
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W. Glafers has pubiifhed “ A De- 
fcription of a newly invented eco- 
nomical Lamp for Students, cal- 
culated for preferving the Eyes, 
and atten ed with tome other Ad. 
vantages.’ This amp @s on the 
principle of Aryand’s; but the 
glafs tube is furrounded with ano- 
ther at a finall diftance, and the 
interval between them is filled with 
a folution of verdigreafe in vine- 
gar, to render the light emitted 
throuzh them lefs prejudicial to the 
eyes. A moveable mirror is alfo 
added, to throw the light wherever 
required. 


The next articles in German li- 
terature which call for our notis es 
belong to the department of Ma- 
thematics and Natural Philofophy. 
In this number is * The Polyno- 
mial Theorem, the moft important 
Problem in Algebra, with fome 
others, demonftrated anew by Te- 
tens, Kluegel, Kramp, Pfatt, and 
Hindenburg, publifhed with Re- 
marks, and a brief Sketch of the 
Combination Methodand its Appli- 
cation to Algebra, by C. F. Hin- 
denburg,”” at Leipfic. This work 
is a detence, as well as illufiration 
of proieffor iindenburg’s method 
exhibited in his * Novi Svitematis 
Permutatioium, Variationie, ac 
Combinationum primz Linea,’ 
which is reprefented in the foreign 
Journals to be as great an acquit fi- 
tion to the whole fcience of a! ges 
bra, as that of infinite feries 
was at the end of the lait ce: 7 
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rofeflor Hindenburg.—At Berlin, 

. A. Burja has publifhed a work 
entitled “the Mathematical Paint- 
er, or the fundamental Principles 
of Perfpective according to various 
Methods, with an Appendix on 
theatrical Perfpective, and a De- 
{cription of a new Perfpedtive in- 
ftrument,’” which may pro »perly be 
confidered as a continuation of his 
valuabie treatife on optics, noticed 
in our view of the Foreign Litera- 
ture of the year 1794.—At Erfurt, 
M. E. F. F. Chladni has publithed 
a curious -and ingenious effay, 
«“ On the longitudinal Vibrations 
of Strings and Rods,” which will 
rove interefting to the natural 
philof opher, and add to the repu- 
tation which the author has alrea- 
dy acquired by his treatife on the 
theory of founds. — At Frankfort 
on the Main, profeffor C. Theoph. 
Schmidt, of Gieflen, has publifhed 
an inttructive treatife “ On the Ufe 
of the Micrometer in afcertaining 
Diftances upon the Surface of the 
Earth, with prafical Lnftru@ions 
for making Glafs Mict rometers, by 
a Machine } purpofe lv conftruéted for 
dividing them.”"—At Prague, pro- 
feflor F, jot. Geritner has pub- 
lithed * Yhe Theory of the Im. 
pulfe of ater on Millwheels, with 
a View to practical Application 
and Experience,” which is faid to 
he a m atte r-piece of practical ma- 
themat col int eftipation, — At Al.- 
tenburg, M. D. C. C. Langfdorf 
has publifhed “* A Continuation of 
the Elements of Hydraulics, (no- 
ticed in our laft Regifter) contain- 
ing the Theory of I ly Wheels, and 
Appiication to Machines,” 
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tion to publith their Tranfadtions 
themfelves, and to begin a new 
feries, The firft volume oi their 
“ New Memoirs,” which hath ap. 
peared in confequence of that refo- 
lutions confifts of a variety of ar- 
ticles, many of them important and 
intereiting, by authors of confider. 
able. reputation in the fcientific 


world. Among other names, thofe 
of M. Bode, ~M. Karften, Dr. 
Reus, Dr. Lampe, Dr. Chladni, 


profeffor Hacquet, and M. Herbftt 
will recommend their contents to 
the attention of the reader.— At 
Prague hath been publifhed the 
fecond volume of the “ New Me- 
moirs of the Royal Bohemian Socie- 
ty of Sciences,” which, befides the 
hiftory of the jociety irom 1791 to 
1795; biographical accounts of 
deceafed members, and other pa- 
pers of various merit, contains fome 
important and valuable ones b 
count Sternberg, profeflor Schmidt, 
the chevalier Landriani, baron 
Pakafli, profefior Jof. Mayer, pro- 
feflor Gerftner, mine-counfellor 
Haidinger, profefior Strnadt, and 
Ab. Dobrowfki. — At Halle, Dr. 
Fred. Alb. C. Gren has publifhed 
“ Kiements of Chemitfiry, accord- 
ing to the lateft Difcoveries, in- 
tended as a Text Book for acade- 
mical Leétures,”? vol. {. which, 
from the author’s we!] known abi- 
lities, will be received as an ac- 
ceptable prefent by fiudents in that 
fcience. Inftead of the atomic, 
Dr. Gren follows the dynamic 
fyitem of Kant. —At Berlin, and 
at Pofen, profeffor Martin Hein- 
rich Klaproth _ has pub blifhed 
‘¢ Contributions towards the Che- 
mical Knowledge of Mineral Bo- 
dies,” volume F. containing many 
memoirs and diflert: tions, jome of 
them publifhed before in different 
Germain colleftions of p! hilofophi- 
cal papers, and others original, on 
WwW hich 








which the acknowledged intelli- 
gence, induftry, and accuracy of 
the author cannot but ftamp a high 
degree of value in the eftimation 
of the fcientific world. — At Leip- 
fic, Dr. C. H. Pfatf has publithed 
* An Effay on the lateft Difcove- 
ries in animal Eteétricity and Irri- 
tability,” containing an able exa- 
mination of what has been done 
or advanced by others on the fub- 
jects of his enquiry, illuftrated by 
experiments of his own, — At 
Weimar, the fame author, in con. 
junction with Dr. A. H. Scherer, 
and Dr. C. C. F. Jaeger, has pub- 
lifhed “* Experiments on the Shin- 
ing of Phofphorus in Azotic Gas, 
with Remarks on M. Géttling’s 
Effay towards correcting Antiphlo- 
giftic Chemiftry,” in which many 
faéts -are afcertained, and_ hints 
thrown out, which will be ufeful 
to {cientific chemifts, in determin- 
ing the conftitution of the perma- 
nently elaftic fluids, and the che- 
mnical aétion of light and heat. — 
At Halle, profeflor J. C. Reil has 
publithed the firft number of a work 
entitled “ Archives of Phyfiology,” 
containing an ingenious eflay on 
the vital principle ; in which he 
contiders the phenomena of orga- 
nized bodies to be the effeéts of 
their compofition, and the pheno- 
mena peculiar to each living fyf- 
tem to be the coufequence of the 
matter of which it confifts.—~ At 
Hanover, Dr. J. D. Brandis has 
alfo publifhed * An Effay on the 
Vital Principle,” in which he en- 
deavours to eftablifh the exiftence 
of a phlogiftic procefs in the cellu- 
Jar fubftance, and urges many in- 
genious objections againft the at- 
tempts made to improve phyfiolo- 
gy by means of the antiphlogiftic 
chemiftry. — At Konigfberg, M. 
S. T. Soxmmering has publifhed a 
preatife “ On the Organ of the 
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Soul,”? in which he contends that 
the fluid contained in the ventricles 
of the brain is the fenforium com- 
mune, or feat of the mind, and 
fuppofes that it may poflefs a che- 
mical organization by which dif; 
ferent perceptions may be difcri- 
minated. — At Leipfic, M. J. Mat. 
Beckftein, mine-counfellor to the 
count of Schaumburg-Lippe, has 
completed,:in three volumes, his 
impértant and valuable « Natural 
Hittory of German Birds, for the 
eneral Ufe of Readers of every 
Beiccaden: particularly for Sportt- 
men, Teachers of Youth, and Eco- 
nomifts.”’ — At the fame place, M, 
G. F. Hoffmann has publifhed the 
IVth fafciculus, of the fecond vo- 
lume, of his fplendid and accurate 
“ Defcription and Delineation of 
the Plants of Linné’s Clafs Cryp- 
togamia, which are called Lichens,” 
with fix folio plates. — At Prague, 
Dr. J. Chrift. Mikan has publith- 
ed * A Defcription of the Bom- 
bylii of Bohemia,”’ illuftrated with 
four copper pilates; and at Ham- 
burg, M. Fred. Weber, a very pro- 
mifing young entomologift, has 
publifhed “ An Entomological No 
menclator, drawn up according to 
the Syftem of the celebrated Fa- 
bricius, with the Addition of fuch 
Species as have been lately difco- 
vered, and the Varieties.””» — We 
can only add in this department 
the names of the following arti- 
cles: ** Mycological Obfervations, 
or a Defcription of the neweft and 
moft remarkable Mutfhrooms, by 
C. H. Perffon, Part I. with fx 
Copper Plates,” publifhed at Leip- 
fic; * Phyfiological Obfervations 
on Amphibious Animals; by Ro- 
bert Townfon,”’ publifhed at Got- 
tingen; Dr. J. C, F. Schlegel’s 
new. edition, with alterations and 
additions, of “ Lieutaud’s Compi, 
lation of Difleétious, firlt correled 
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and enlarged by Dr. Portal,” in 2 
vols. publifhed at Gotha; profef- 
for Gmelin's “ Continuation of 
the late Dr. Murray’s Materia Me- 
dica, Part II. containing the Mi- 
neral Kingdom,” in 2 vols. pub- 
lifhed at Gottingen; “ A Manual 
of Anatomy, by profeflor W. R. 
C. Wiedemann,” publifhed at 
Brunf{wick ; “* Surgico-medical Ob- 
fervations, chiefly collected in the 
Ducal Hofpital at Jena, by Dr. 
Juift. Chrift. Loder,” vol, I. pub- 
lifted at Weimar; “ A Review of 
the moft noted and ufeful Sur- 
gical Inftruments of ancient and 
modern Times, by Dr. Julius 
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Arnemann,”’ publithed at Gottin- ° 


geu; * The Origin of Neurology, 
an anatomico- hiftorical Differta- 
tion, by J. F. Harles,” publifhed 
at Erlangen; “ Medical Obferva- 
tions on fome very difhculiiy cura- 
ble Difeafes, by: Dr. TT Ve 
Selig,” publithed at  Leipfic ; 
 Tdeas on the Production of Dil- 
eafes, and the Influence of the Vi- 
tal Principle on their Origin and 
Form, by Dr C. W. Hut land,” 
publithe dat Jena; * Some unpub. 
lifhed Works of A. de Hacn, to 
which are added Hiftories of Dif- 
éafes given by Stollius at the Cli- 
nical College,’ ” edited by J. Eye- 
rell, at Vienna; ** Medical Litera- 
ture far the Year 1794, by Paul 
Ufter,”  publifhed at Leipfic ; 
& Criticif{ms on practical Medicine, 
with a View of its Hiftory, and the 
new Syftems, by Dr. C. Kramp,’ 
~ blifhed at the fame place: oA 

eatife on the Difeafes and phy- 
fc al Educa vr ot Children, by 


Dr. Chrift. Girtanner,’ loon, 
at Berlin; * An inaucu ral Diflert 

tion on the Utility of inipiring 
fixed Air in Confumptions cof the 
Lungs, by G. F. Muebry,” pub- 
lifhed at Gotha; and “ The Phe- 


nomena and Sympathies of Nature, 


° 








with the wonderful Secret of heal- 
ing Wounds by mere Sympathy, 
without Contatt, by means of 
Vitriol, according to Kenelm Dig- 
by,”’. by father Celeftine Stoeur, 
a Benedictine monk of Banz, who, 
at the clofe of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, is a believer in the efficacy of 
fir Kenelm Digby’s fympathetic 
powder, the ation of which he un. 
dertakes to explain |! 

Among the Hiftorical productions 
of Germany, we meet with “ A 
Hiftory of the New World, tranf= 
lated from the Spanith of Don 
Juan Baptitta Munoz; with illuftra. 
tive Remarks, by M. C. Spren- 
gel,” volume I. publifhed at Wei- 
mar. This valuable work, in the 
oriyinal, was announced by us in 
our view of the Foreign Literature 
of the year 1793. In its German 
form, however, it appears with 
greater advantage, on account of 
the important additions which it 
has received from the learned and 
intelligent tranflator. — At Gieflen, 
Mr. ]. Ern. C. Schmidt has pub- 
Iithed the firft volume of “ Frag. 
ments of the Hiftory of the Middle 
Aves,” which is a work of great 
Jabour and ingenuity, and «bound- 
ing in entertainment and informa- 
tion. The firft fragment contains 
the life and character of Loniface, 
the apoftle of the Germans; the 
fecond, among other things, pre- 
fents us with probable arguments to 
fhew, that he was one of the princi- 
pal inftruments that placed ye we 
on the throne; the third offers 
ftrong proofs that the coronation of 
Charlemagne at Kome was an in- 
trizue of Leo III; and in the 
fourth the author undertakes to fhew, 
a much more deferving Grego- 

» VII. was of the epithet Great, 
A the emperor to whofe hiftory 
the preceding fragment is devoted. 

—At Vienna, M. J. Hager has 
pub- 
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—— “ A new Proof of the 
elationfhip between the Hunga- 
rians and the Laplanders,”’ which 
difplays much hiftorical and philo- 
logical knowledge, and fatisfacto- 
rily eftablifhes the author’s hypo- 
thefis by proving, that the Hun- 
garian and Lapland tongues are 
dialects of the fame original lan- 
guage. — Among the articles in 
German Literature under the head 
of Hiftory the reader will alfo find, 
an elegant Latin “ Profpectus of a 
Work on the Affairs of the Ne- 
therlands, or a Commentary on the 
Hiftory and Hittorians of the Ne- 
therlands, in which are given a 
Catalogue of the Records to be 
publified, the Argument of the 
Work, and the Hea:'s of it; from 
the Library of Corn. Francis de 
Nelis, Bifhop of Antwerp.” From 
this profpectus we are led to con- 
clude, that the work of which it ts 
the harbinger, cannot fail of proving 
highly interefting. It is not men- 
tioned where this work was print- 
ed. — At Berlin, M. J. E. Kifer 
has publifhed * a Picture of the 
prefent War between Germany 
and France, with a particular View 
to the Part taken in it by Pruflia, 
to tne Conclufon of the Treaty of 
Peace at Bafle,” containing docu- 
ments which will be valuable to the 
future hiftorians of thefe eventful 
times. One grand object of the au- 
thoris, to fet up adefence of the con- 
duét purfued by Prufiia—At Ham- 
burg, a public ation has appeared, 1D 
2 vols. generally attributed to M. 
Servan, formerly member of the par- 
liament of Grenoble, entiilea ** On 
the real State of France at the 
End of 1795, and on the Political 
Situation ot the European Powers 
at the fame Period.” This work 
contains much curious information 
relative to the internal ttate of 
France, andthe difpofitions and 
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proceedings of the allied powers, 
written with more impartiality than 
moft of the productions of the 
French royalifts. The author does 
not defpair of the revival of mo- 
narchy in France.~At Chemnitz 
hath appeared * the Conduét of 
the French in the Palatinate of the 
Rhine, impartially delineated by an 
Eve Witnefs, in Letters to Priv 
Coufellor Girtanner,” in which 
the author appears to reprefent cir- 
cumftances and characters in their 
juft and proper colours, and has 
collected a variety of interefting 
anecdotes, the authenticity of which 
is corroborated by ftrong collateral 
teftimony. — At Augfburg, Baron 
L. Von Unterberger, major gene- 
ral and commander of the imperial 
artillery employed in the fiege of 
Valenciennes, has publifhed “a 
Disry of that Siege, dedicated to 
the Officers of the Imperial artil- 
lery,” the principal ob,eé& of which 
is to afcribe to himitelf and the Au- 
ftrians all the merit of the conqueft 
of that place, and to reprefeat the 
eflorts of the Hanoverian troops to 
have been ufelefs, and thofe of the 
Britith artillery as having contri- 
buted to retard the progrefs of the 
fieges (he German reviewers have 
convicted the author of grofs parti- 
ality and injutiice in his ftatement 
of f &s. At Jena and Leipfic, M, 
C. Gottlieb Steinb:ck has publith- 
ed * A Chronological Table for 
the Pofl, Prefent, and Future, for 
the Uf of Germany at large, and 
in partic ular for Lawyers, Hiftori- 
ans. Dipiomatiits, Keepers of Re- 
cords, Advocates, and Merchants,” 
which is repreienté i to be an accu- 
rate and ufetul manual of Chrono- 
logy trom the year of Cfrift 300, 
and to contain diftin& almanacks 
for every year to the 2cooth of the 
common ers, accompanied with tae 
bles, by means ui w hich the French 
calendar 
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calendar is, adapted. to the reft.— 
At Lubec and Leipfic, M. C. Mei- 
ners, aulic counfellor, has publifhed 
the firft volume of “ Reflections on 
the Fertility or Barrennefs, ancient 
and prefent State of the principal 
Countries in Afia,” which exhibits 
the difference between ancient and 
modern Afia, at leaft of the weftern 
part, with much knowledge and 
judgment, and leads us to form 
confiderable expectations from the 
profecution of the author’s plan, in 
which he defigns to prefent us with 
an enquiry into the origin, bodily 
form, way of thinking, &c. of the 
modern inhabitants at Afia, —At 
Gotha, M. A. Klebe has publiflied 
a well-written and pleafing topo- 
graphical work, entitled ** Gotha 
and its Environs,” illuftrated with 
plates, and accompanied with two 
prefaces, one by the author, the 
other by profeffor Galleti.—At Ber- 
lin, a fenfible and acute anonymous 
author has publifhed 2 volumes of 
letters “© on Switzerland, and the 
Swifs,” which are chiefly confined 
to German Switzerland, and fup- 
ply the reader with much interefting 
and inftructive matter. The au- 
thor’s reflections and remarks are 
intended to fubferve the moral im- 
provement of that country, and his 
own,—At the fame -place M. C, 
Avg. Fifcher has publifhed a work 
entithd * on Geneva, and the Le- 
mau Lake,” in which he has pre- 
fented his countrymen with fome 
curious particulars refpe¢ting the 
modern fiate of Geneva, and the 
revolutions which of iate years have 
taken place in the form of its go- 
vernment.—At Salzburg, MM. L. 
Huebner has publithed, in 2 vols. 
* a LD: feription of 
Salz bur = a 1G 


the Town of 
furround ng Dittia, 
with its ancient Hittory.” which 
diip'ays uncowmon indufiry, and 
much talh. The firft voluine is 


oe 
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devoted to topography ; the fecond 
to ftatiftics.—At Vienna, Ant. Von 
Genfau, knt. &c. has publithed a 
work in 4 vols. entitled ‘ the Hif. 
tory of the City of Vienna, ina cer- 
tain degree connected with the Hif- 
tory of the Country,” illuftrated 
with numerous plates, and ftated to 
be a valuable collection of faéts, 
refpecting the ftate of Vienna at 
different perieds, and its hiftory 
from its foundation to the year 
1793, extracted from various au- 
thentic documents.—At Weimar, 
Dr. H. F. Conr. Henke has pub- 
lithed. “* Records of modern Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory for 1794,” which 
work is conduéted on an extenfive 
plan, yet with a judicious felec- 
tion of materials, and diftinguithed 
throughout by a fpirit of treedom 
and moderation. Such a publica- 
tion cannot but be ufeful to the age 
in which the author writes, and will 
be highly prized by fubfequent 
hiftorians of the period—At Ko- 
nigfberg, Mr. J. Henry Vois has 
publifhed 2 vols. of ‘ Letters on 
Mythology,” abounding in learned 
refearches, ingenious illuftrations, 
and numerous curious topics of dif- 
cuffion, which will be found highly 
interefting to the reader. —At Ber- 
lin, the prince de Bethune has pub- 
litied a folio volume, containing 
“ Genealogical Tables of the one 
thoufand and twenty-four quarters 
oftheir Royal Highneffes the Princes 
of Pruflia, Grandfons of his Ma- 
jefty Frederic William II. King of 
Pruffia."—At Leipfic, J. F. Baron 
Racknitz, has published a repre- 
fentative *“ Hiftory of the Tafte for 
Arabefgues,”’ which is a fpecimen 
of a fplendid work, intended to 
excmplify by engravings, and to 
iiuitrate with learned differtations, 
the hifory of the tafte of the mott 
diftinguithed countries, in matters 
of furniture and ornamental ar- 
chirecture. 
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chitecture.—At Vienna, profeffor 
Eckhel has publifhed the sth and 
6th vols. of his very learned and 
inftructive * Doétrina Nummorum 
veterum, &c.” containing the Ro- 
man confular, family, and i impera- 
torial coins, to the time of the em- 
te Hadrian.—At Prague, M. C. 

ngar has publifhed “ New Me. 


moirs of the ancient Hiftory of 


Printing in Bohemia, with a com- 

lete View of every Thing pertain- 
ing to it, &c.”’ -At Chemnitz, Dr. 
Girtanner has publifhed an * Al- 
manack of Revolution Charaéters 
for the Year 1796,” containing 
much curious and important hifto- 
rical and biographical matter, col- 
leéted with induftry, and accom- 
panied with reflections which are 
frequently valuable, but not always 
impartial as far as re(peéts the cha- 
racters of the principal agents in the 
French revolution.—At Nurem- 
berg, Dr. Hacquet has completed, 
in 4 vols. his “ Phyfical and Poli- 
tical Travels through Dacia and 
Sarmatia, from 1789 to 1796,” 
which, among a variety of fcienti- 
fic and economical remarks, con- 
tain many interefting facts and en- 
tertaining anecdotes illuftrative of 
the manners of the inhabitants ; and 
at Berlin, a Livonian has publifhed 
“+a Journey from Riga to Warfaw, 
through Southern Pruffia, &c. to 
Botze in Tyrol,” in fix parts, which 
will be found ‘lively and amufing, 
and particularly interefting to the 
reader’s curiofity in what relates to 
the ftate of Poland, and the cha- 
racters of the principal actors in the 
Polifh revolution. 

The remaining articles which we 
have to introduce into our lift of 
the productions of Germany, be- 
long to the head ‘of Cl aflical, 
Critical, and Polite Literature. In 
this number we find “ Homeri et 
Llomeridarum Opera et Reliquie.; 
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ex veterum Criticorum Notationi- 
bus, optimorumque Exemplarium 
Fide, receniuit Frid. Aug. Wolfius. 
Pars I. ilias.” vols. {. and I. pub- 
lifhed at Halle. This is a very im- 
portant and valuable work, by aa 
editor poffefled of that erudition, 
critical fkill, and perlevering in- 
duttry, that peculi iarly qualitied him 
for undertaking fuch a tatk; and 
it will be gratefully received by the 
claffical ftudent. The volumes alrea- 
dy publifhed contain the Iliad, and 
very copious Prolegomena., ln the 
latter the editor has given a critical 
hiftory of the poems of Homer, 
from their firft ap pearance to the 
prefent time; and an account of 
the various fources whence he has 
drawn his emendations of his 
original. His text 1s accurately 
printed, but without any verlion, 
notes, or fcholia. The latter we 
are to expeét after the Odyiley and 
other works attributed to Homer 
have made their appearance.— At 
the fame place have appeared 
“ Hymni Homerici, cum reliquis 
Carminibus minoribus Homero tri- 
bui folitis, &c. Textum recenfuit, 
&c. Carolus David Ilgen, Phil. & 
L.L. O.O. Prof. in Acad. Jenenfi.” 
This work isdiftinguithed by proofs 
of learningand critical talents,which 
will fecure ita favourable reception 
with clailical fcholars. “The editor 
contends that the Hymn to the 
Delian Apollo may juttly be rank- 
ed among the wor ks of Homer; 
but that the other hymns and {mailer 
pieces are not genuine. — At Zulli- 
chau, M. C. W. Halbkart has pub- 
lifhed “ Pfychologia Homerica,” &c. 
or,aCommentary on Homer’s Know- 
ledge or Opinions refpeéting the 
Soul, which is {fpoken of as a work 
of no inconfiderable merit in point 
of learning, as-well as ingenuity. 
— At Halle, another claflical work 
has been publithed, which the edi- 
tor’s 
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tor’s celebrity renders it unnecef- 
fary for us farther to notice, than 
by the infeition in our catalogue 
of its title, which is “ Herodiani 
Hiftoriarum Libri O&o, Greece ; 
ex Recenfione Frid. Aug. Wolfi. 
Textui fubjeta eft Argumentorum 
et Annorum Notatio, et pramitia 
Notitia literaria.?— At the fame 

lace profeffor H. C. A. Eichfadt 
as publithed “ Queftionum Phi- 
lologicarum Specimen,” &c. which 
is chiefly devoted to Theocritus, 
and is not unworthy the reputation 
which the author had before ac- 
quired by his critical labours. — At 
Brunfwick, the “ Effays to promote 
the progreflive Improvement of the 
German Language,” noticed in our 
laft volume, ftill continue to be 
publithed, with credit to their au- 
thor, and advantage to the objec 
in view. The materials already 
furnifhed have been colleéted in 
3 vols. — At Berlin, D. Jenifch has 
publithed “a Philofophical and Cri- 
tical Fftimate and Comparifon of 
Fourteen Ancient and Modern Eu- 
ropean Languages,” a prize eflay, 
which difplays an extenfive ac- 
quaintance with the beit writers of 
Europe, in almott every language, 
and no mean critical abilities. — At 
Berlin have appeared two volumes 
** on the State of Letters, Arts, and 
Sciences, in France, fince the Re- 
volution, being Extra&s and Re- 
marks on thote Subjects, by C. A, 
Bettinger,” which abound in in- 
formation and entertainment, that 
will richly repay the reader for the 
trouble of perufing them. It is 
the firft attempt to collec, arrange, 
and difcriminate the materials re. 
lative to the author's fubje&s, fcat- 
tered throughout a variety of pub- 
lications o! different defcriptions.— 
At Breflaw, M. Chrift. Garve has 
publithed two volumes of “ Effays 
on various Subjects relative to Mo- 
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rals, Literature, and Social Life,” 
which are entitled to a ref{pectable 
rank in the line of critical'and mif~ 
ceilaneous productions. One of his 
papers on the mad characters in 
Shak{pear’s plays, and that of Ham. 
let in particular, is highly fpoken 
of by the German reviewers. — At 
Prague and Vienna have appeared 
three volumes entitled * The Mirror 
of Mankind, or Praétical Manual 
for thofe who would with to form 
a Judgment of Men at once from 
their Features ; compofed by a Man 
who has had Opportunitics of com- 
paring Men’s Actions with their Fea- 
tures for feveral Years,” illuftrated 
with numerous copper-plate heads, 
which the German reviews pro- 
nounce fully to aniwer its title, and 
to bear throughout marks of ex- 
tenfive obfervation, and philofo- 
phical judgment —At Nuremberg, 
M. G. Theod. Strobel has publith- 
ed a new and enlarged edition 
of * Seleé&t Letters of Martin Lu- 
ther, intimately difplaying his wor- 
thy Mind,”’ with literary remarks 
by the editor, explaining many cir- 
cumftances which would otherwife 
be unintelligible to the readers. — At 
Leipfic, M. J. Gott]. Buhle has pub- 
lifhed the third volume of “ The 
Literary Correfpondence of J. D. 
Michaelis,” which is the laft of that 
valuable and interefting collection, 
and contains two indexes, one of 
remarkable paflages and names, and 
the other of the writers-of the let- 
ters. 'o this department we are 
alfo to refer the following publica- 
tions: four ‘treatifes in Latin, by 
M. Chrift. Jef. Mueller, publifhed 
at Zeitz and Leipfic, one Contain- 
ing “ An Account of a MS. of the 
E piftles of Feter de Vineis, in the E- 
pifcopal Library at Zeitz;” and the 
others containing“ Obfervations on 
Gruter’s Infcriptions, enriched with 
Notes, &c. by T. Reinefius ;” ‘on 
Bernhard 
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Bernhard Bertram, a learned Phi- 
lologer of the Seventeenth Centu- 
ry;” and * on Suidas, enriched 
with the Remarks of T. Reinefius ;” 
* A New Praétical Ita!ian Gram- 
mar,” publifhed at Frankiort; * Pe- 
dagogical and Philolovical Effays, 
by J. H. P. Seidenftruecker,” pub- 
lifhed at Helmftadt; “ Account 
of the prefent Regulations of the 
Ducal Academy at Gotha, by Fred. 
W. Doering,” publithed at Gotha ; 
*¢ David Klaus, a Book of Moral 
InftruCions for good People of all 
Conditions, by ]. Werner Streit- 
horft,” publithed at Halberftadr; 
“The Feaft, by Schlofler,” pub- 
lifhied at Konigtherg ; ‘* Hiftorical 
Memoirs of teaching the Deaf and 
Dumb, and alfo Blind Perfons, &c.” 
publithed at Leipfic; “The Works 
of C. M. Wieland, complete,” vols. 
XVI. to, XX. both inciufive, pub- 
lifhed at the’ fame place; “ The 
Works of Cornelius Ayrevhoff, in 
Vols.” publithed at Vienna; 
* The Works of C. A. Tiedge, 
Vol. I.” publithed at Gottingen ; 
«* The Poems of Dr. Valerius Wil- 
helm Neubeck, in 2 Vols.” pub- 
lifhed at Liegnitz ; ‘ The Holy 
Sepulchres at ‘Kom, and the Pray- 
ers, two fatirical Poems, by J. D. 
Falk,” publifhed at Leipfic;  Schil- 
ler’s Hours,” in 2 vols. for 1795 
and 1796, publifhed at Tubingen ; 
“oT he Art of Love, a Dida@tic Po- 
em,” publithed at Berlin; “ Rich- 
ard Lionhearted, a Pox em, in 7 
Books,” vublithed at the fame place; 
“ Sefoftris, Pharaoh of Mifraim, a 
Tale of other Tithes,” publifhed at 
Bremen; “ James and his Mafter, 
from an unpublithed MS. of Dide- 
rot, in 2 Vols.” publifhed at ber- 
lin; *C | ara Duplefiis and Clairant, 
the Hiftory of a family of French 
Emig rants,’’ tranflated into French 
from the German of the author of 


Rodolf of Werdenberg, in 3 vols. 
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publifhed at Brunfwick; “ The 
Hiftory of an Orphan,” tranflated , 
into French from the German, and 
publiflied at Berlin; .“* Charles Pil- 
grims’s Romance of his own Life, 
written by himfelf, in 3 Vols.” pubs 
lithed at the fame place ; ; and “ The 
Negro Slaves, a Dramatic Piece, in 
3 Ads, by Prefident van Kotzebue,” 
publithed at Leipfic. 

When we turn our attention to 
the literature of Switzerland, the 
firft publication which calls for our 
notice, is “ A Treatife on the In- 
fluence of the Paflions upon Indi- 
vidual-and National Happinets, by 
the Baronefs Stael,’? daughter of 
the celebrated Nec ker, publifhed 
at Laufanne. This volume, which 
contains only the firft part of the 
authorets’ plan, is divided into three 
parts. The firft treats of the effects 
of each paflion, properly fo called, 
upon human happinefs. The fe- 
cond analyfes thofe aifeCtions which 
form a medium between the paf- 
fions and the refources of the mind. 
The third part difcuffes the re- 
fources of happinefs which we find 
within ourtelves. On each of thefe 
fubje&s many fenfible and valua- 
ble reflections and obfervations oc- 
cur, which deferve to be recom- 
mended on account of their ten- 
dency to increafe the quantum of 
public virtue, and to improve do. 
mieftic morals. ~- At Baile, an ano- 
iry mous author has publithed a trea- 
tife, in 2 vols. ** on Equality, or 
the general Principles of Civil, Po- 
litical, and Religious Inititutions, 
preceded by an Eulogy of J. J. 
Routieau, by way of Introduétion.” 
By equality, to which he is attache 
ed, the author underftands the pres 
valence of the general will, and the 
fovereiynty of the people; and he 
traces out the mifchiefs which have 
arifen from the fpurious doétrines 
propagated refnecting it. When 
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fpeaking of religious inftitutions, 
he is an advocate for an eftablifhed 
religion; and he recommends to 
the people of France, in connexion 
with a federative democracy, an 
eftablifiment of chriftianity, puri- 
fied and reduced to what is ufeful. 
— At Ziirich, Fred. C. Baron von 
Mofen has publithed 2 vols. en- 
titled * Political Truths,” which 
contain much interefting matter on 
the fubject of government, and the 
character of governors, more par- 
ticularly applicable to the circum- 
ftances of the petty German ftates. 
Some of his reflections difcover a 
ftrange and incongruous mixture 
of zeal for freedom of thinking, 
and the progrcflive improvement 
of the human mind, and a pertina- 
cious attachment to a dogmatic 
fyftem of faith and church govern- 
ment. The author was difmitied 
from an employment which he held 
under the houfe of Wurtemberg, 
on account of the independence 
of his principles; and his writings 
calculated to render the fervants of 
princes the fervants of the public. 
—In Switzerland, but without the 
mention of any particular place, 
M. Mallet du Pan has publithed 
the firft of a projected feries of let-t 
ters entitled “ Political Correfpon- 
dence, intended to ferve as Mate- 
nals towards a Hiftory of French 
Republicanifm,” in which he dif- 
covers his ufual and unabated vi- 
rulence of invective againit the 
French revolution; and his well- 
Known zeal in the caufe of kings 
and religious é{tablifhments, not 
unmixed with tevere cenfures on 
the blunders of the generals and 
minifters, who have profeffed to 
ac&t in hoftility to the new order of 
things. —In the fame country M. 
Necker has publifhed four volumes 
“ onthe French Revolution,” which 
will uaturally attract the attention 
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of the public, on account of the 
part which the author fuftained in 
the French political drama at the 
commencement of that grand event. 
They con‘ & of hiftorical details, in- 
termfxed with a varietv of reflec- 
tions, intended to juftify himfeif 
and his adminiftration, and to cri. 
minate his adverfaries; and of cri- 
ticiiins on the conftitution of 1795, 
compared with thofe of England 
and America, the juftice of which 
can alone be afcertained by time. 
It is not improbable that; before 
the publication of our next volume, 
we fhall have an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with this work 
inan knglifh.drefs. — At Laufanne, 
M. fF. J. Durand has publifhed 4 
vols. of a work entitled * the Ele- 
mentary Statiftics of Switzerland, 
for the Ufe of young people,” 
which he fhould rather have deno- 
minated * Hiftoricai and Geogra- 
phical Notices, intended to intro- 
duce young People to an Acquain- 
tance with the Obje&s worthy of 
Attention in Switzerland.” Con- 
fidered under the latter charaéter, it 
deferves to be recommended as a 
methodical, inftruétive, and amuf- 
ing guide to the traveller through 
that romantic and interefting coun- 
try. — At Zurich, M. J. J. Hottin- 
ger has publifhed the Life of 
Solomon Geffner,” which isa well- 
written piece of biography, by an 
eminent literary character, who 
lived on terms of intimacy with 
Geilner, and will prove interefting 
to readers in every polifhed Buro- 
pean country, on account of the 
widely extended celebrity of that 
charming poet. — At the fame place 
an anonymous writer has publifled 
2 vols. entitled * Notices of my 
Travels in England,” which are 
lively and interefting, and contain 
remarks on the metropolis, the 
country, the conftitution, and the 
character, 
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character, manners, and amufe- 
ments of the inhabitants, inftruc- 
tive and entertaining to natives as 
wellas foreigners. — At Neuchatel, 
M. Sauflure has publifhed,vols. V 
— VIII. of his ** Travels in the 
Alps,” which abound in a tich va- 
riety of inftructive, curious, and 
entertaining matter, and will be 
found effentially to contribute 
to the improvement of various 
branches of {fcience, particularly 
of mineralogy. —At Zurich, M. 
C. M. Wieland has publifhed vol. I. 
part J. of a work entitled * the 
Attic Mufeum,” which is to con- 
fift of tranflations of the principal 
Greek writers of the age of Pericles 
and Alexander, and original eflays 
explanatory of the works tranilated, 
or illuftrative of interefting matters 
ef antiquity. 

Among the very few articles in 
Italian literature of which we have 
feen any account, the firit which 
we have to announce is * Johannis 
Lanigan, S. Th. D. et in Acade- 
mia Ticinenfi Profefloris, Inftitu- 
tionum Biblicarum Pars prima,” 
Vol. I. publifhed at Pavia. This 
work is intended to encourage and 
promote the ftudy of the fcriptures, 
which the author complains is too 
much neglected in the Italian uni- 
verfities. ‘The volume before us 
contains only a part of his plan, 
which is to comprehend the hiftory 
of the facred books, biblical anti- 
guities, and hermeneutics, or the 
method of interpreting {cripture. 
In drawing it up the author availed 
himfelf of the aid afforded by the 
beft modern critics, proteftant as 
well as catholic; and it affords 
aurple evidence of bis learning, in- 
dufiry, and ingenuity. Exclufive 
of the author’s peculiar opinions as 
a catholic, he has endeavoured to 
eftablith feveral pofitions to which 


the moft rational and enlightened 
of modern theologues will not fub« 
fcribe. He has, neverthelefs, dif- 
played uncommon liberality for at 
Italian profefior of divinity, and 
advanced principles and remarks 
which muit render his orthodoxy 
fufpected at Rome. — At Pavia, 
likewife, a work has been publifl. 
ed, in 2 vols.-entitled “ Biblio- 
theca Lcclefiaftica,”’ &c. contain. 
ing a variety of treatifes on differ- 
ent fubjects, theological, hiftorical, 
and mifcellaneous. The hiftorical 
are {tated to be the moft valuable. 
—aAt Venice, Vincenzo Dandolo 
has publifhed a treatife entitled 
“ Elements of Chemivo - phyfical 
Science,” which partakes at the 
fame time of the nature of an eije- 
mentary work, and of a dictionary, 
and is well calculated to introduce 
the un-initiated to an acquaint- 
ance with the principles of che- 
miftry. ‘The author is an antiphlo- 
giftian.— At Naples, Dr. F. M, 
Scuderi has publithed a work, ia 
Latin, in 2 vols. * on the Origin, 
Caufes, and eafily pra¢ticable Exs 
tirpation of the Small Pox, aud 
Contagious Diforders,” which is 
the refult of long experience and 
minute attention, and has procured 
the ingenious and benevolent au- 
thor the high medical honours of 
firft phyfic:an in Sicily and the 
neighbouring ifles, and firft pro- 
feflor of mediciue in the univerfity 
of Catania. — At Florence, Dr. 
Vincenzo Chiarugi has publified 
a work, in 2 vols. “ on Infanitv, 
general and particular, with a Cen- 
tury of Cafes,” which, as far as it 
is {peculative, coincides with the 
opinions of Dr. Cullen, But the 
moft important part of the work 
confifts of the numerous cafes which 
fell under the doétor’s eye, in the 
afvlum belonging to the new hof- 
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ital of St. Boniface, at Florence, of 
which he has given an interefting, 
and apparently faithful relation. — 
At Parma, Profeffor J. Bern. de 
Roffi has publifhed, in the Latin 
language, “ Annals of Hebrew 
Printing, in the r5th Century, with 
copious remarks,” which form a 
very fplendid work, reflecting 
great honour on the induftrious re- 
fearches of the learned author. It 
it is a proper companion to his 
Hiftorico-critical Enquiry into the 
Origin of Hebrew Printing, which 
was publifhed before the com- 
mencement of our annual labours, 
— At Rome, M. E. Q. Vifconti 
has publifhed “ a Reprefentation 
of an ancient Earthen Vate, found 
in Magna Grecia, and belonging 
to his Highnefs Prince Poniatowfki, 
with an Explanation.’”” From the 
decorations of this beautiful vafe 
it appears, that arabefques with 
animals iffuing out of foliage are 
more than two thoufand years old, 
and were ufed by the Greeks before 
the time of Alexander; they, con- 
fequently, could not have been 
borrowed from Alexandria in 
Epypt. From the figure of Ju- 
piter on this vafe, which has a 
bracelet with a gem on the arm, M, 
Vifconti obferves, that feals were 
worn in this manner before rings 
for the fingers were invented, and 
not about the neck, as Caylus 
and others have fuppofed. — At 
the fame place, Dr. Stephen Bor- 
fon has publifhed a “ Letter 
to Vi. Allioni, M. DPD. ProfeJor 
of Botany in the Royal Univerfity 
of ‘Turin, &c. concerning the Fine 
Arts, and particularly the Cabinet 


of Antiquities and Natural Hi: ory, 
of his Eminence the Lord Cardinal 
Borgia, at Velletri.” This work 
affords abundant proof of the tafte 
and judgment of the aut! But 
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it is particularly valuable on a¢e 
count of the detail which it ex- 
hibits of cardinal Borgia’s rich 
and magnificent colleétion, under 
the heads of Egyptian Antiquities ; 
Volfcian Monuments; Etrtfcan 
Monuments; Grecian Monuments; 
Roman Monuments; Indian Mo- 
numents; Arabian Monuments; 
tte Monuments of the Northern 
Nations; Mexican Monuments; 
Chriftian Monuments: each of 
which is fubdivided into a great 
variety of curious and interefting 
particulars. At Boviano; Count 
Antonio Maria Borromeo has pub- 
lifhed * Notices of the Italian No- 
velifts,” in which the relative me- 
rit of many popular Italian novels 
is appreciated, and the beft editions 
pointed out; and an account is 
alfo given of eight, hitherto inedit- 
ed works of this defcription. 

Our lift of the literary produc- 
tions of France commences with 
*‘ the Origin of all Modes of Wor- 
fhip, or Univerfal Religion, by 
Dupuis, a French Citizen,” in 3 
vols. 4to. In this voluminous 
work the author difplays much eru- 
dition, diligence of refearch, inge- 
nuity, and, we muft add, many fan- 
ciful hypothefes, and conclufions. 
His grand defign is to fhew, that 
mankind originally attached the 
idea of divinity to the univerfe, and 
its conttituent parts; and to trace 
the facts and doétrines of chriftia- 
nity, as well as the fi€tions of pa- 
gan mythology to one common 
fource, the hiftory of the pheno- 
mena of nature allegorifed. He 
even goes fo far as to identify the 
founder of our religion with the 
fun, and to deny his appearance 
upoa earth ina human charaéter. 
Such réveries will excite the fmilé 
of the reader who is conver{fant 
in the writings which fupport the 

truth 





truth of revelation. —The author 
of “ Polytheifm analvfed and 
brought back to its Types, or 
Sabeical Prolegomena, intended to 
ferve as an Introduétion to the My- 
thology of the Greeks,” undertakes 
to trace the origin of the worfhip 
of the pagan divinities. The prin- 
ciples of fuch worfhip he divides 
into two parts; the one philofo- 
phical, the other purely imaginary 
and fabulous. The former he en- 
deavours to trace to the dogmas of 
a phyfico-religious fyftem ; the lat- 
ter to the ignorance and fanaticifm 
of priefts, and the imaginations of 

ets. —M. J. F. C. Bianvillain’s 
«© Morality of an Adorer, or the 
Art of being lappy in Society,” 
contains a neat and pleafing expla- 
nation of the principles of mAedity. 
The author’s object is to fhew, that 
he is moft happy, who occafions the 
happinefs of the «veateft number 
of his fellow creatures. — The 
author of “a New Probiem to be 
refolved,” &c¢. contends, with abi- 
lity, againft the eftabliflment of 
any religion in a flate, on the prin- 
ciple of the abufes to which fuch 
inftitutions give rife.—M. Ville- 
terque’s  Philofophical Vigils,” 
in 2 vols. difcufs various topics, 
partly in morals, and partly in na- 
tural philofophy. They are often 
lively and entertaining, but can- 
not be characterifed as folid and 
methodical productions. One prin- 
cipal defign of the author appears 
to be the defence of theifm, againft 
the objections of the advocates for 
epicurifm. —* The Revolution- 
ary Manual, or Moral Sentiments 
on the Politics of Nations in a State 
of Revolution,” contains fome ufe- 
ful truths, illuftrative of the caufes, 
effects, and fpirit of revolutions, 
adapted to the ideas of republicans. 

1790. 
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— The work entitled “ a Political 
Problem,” &c. was chiefly com. 
pofed for the ufe of the Bataviaa 
nation, In difcufling the queftion, 
what is the proper form of govera. 
ment for a people who have re. 
— their liberty, and are jea- 
ous to preferve it? the author 
brings forward many powerful ar. 
guments to fhew the prooriety of 
their adopting an unity of govern. 
ment, rather than the federative 
fyttem. — M. J. P. Garran’s “ Poli- 
tical Refearches into the Ancient 
and Modern State of Poland, ap- 
plied to the laft Revolution in that 
Country,” affords evidence of com- 
prehenfive enquiry, and liberality 
of fentiment, that reflec great ho- 
nour on the author, They expofe, 
with becoming freedom, the caufes 
which have prevented the progrets 
of civilization,and the eftablifhment 
of popular liberty in Poland; and 
point out the meafures by which, 
even yet, that unhappy country 
may be refcued from its abje& ftate 
of flavery, and reftored to politi- 
cal independence and importance 
among the European nations. — 
The “ Letters on the Agriculture 
of the Diftric&t of Rochelle, and the 
Neighbourhood, by Citizen Chaf- 
firon, Cultivator,” contain remarks 
and obfervations, the refult of iong 
experience on artificial meadows, 
and the rearing of ftheep, from 
which farmers in other diftriéts 
may derive ufeful hints, — M. 
Baudin’s treatife recommending 
the Oil of Beech-maft,’’ and the 
“ Juftructions for the Colleétion of 
Beech-maft, and the Extra¢tion of 
its Oil, publifhed by the Commit- 
tee of Agriculture and Arts,” are 
ufeful publications in rural econo- 
my. From the former it appears 
that beech oil, when properly made, 
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is equal in purity to oil of almonds, 
and capable of being kept fix or 
eight years without becoming ran- 
cid: the title of the latter explains 
its defign.— The committee of anti 
culture have likewife printed “ ‘in- 
fiructions for treating the Rot in 
Sheep,” drawn up by Citizen F. 
H. Gilbert; and an anonymous 
author has publithed “a Treatife 
on the Breed of Englifh Horfes,’’ 
with a view of engaging the French 
to attend to that branch of rural 
economy. 

Under the head of Mathematics 
and Philofophy we find “ a Trea- 
tife on Differential and Integral Cal- 
culation, by J. A. |. Coufin, of 
the National Inftitute of Sciences 
gud Arts at Paris.” This work is 
the production of an author diftin- 
guifhed by the reputation with 
which for many years he filled the 
chair of profeflor of geometry in 
the college of France, and is highly 
ipoken of for its utility in the {ci- 
ence of mechanics. — The * Port- 
able Tables of Logarithms from 1 
to 108,000, &c. by Francois Callet,”’ 
are a new edition, by the younger 
Didot, of a very ufeful work, re- 
markable for its accuracy, the ele- 
gance of its typography, and for 
the circumftance of its being print- 
ed ftereotypic ally, from types fol- 
dered into a folid mafs: an ingeni- 
ous method, and of great advan- 
tage in the printing of numerical 
tables, and works of permanent de- 
mand. They are adapted to the 
new centefimal divifion. — General 
Montalembert, in his * Friend to 
the Science of Defence,” &c. con- 
teils feveral of the pofitions laid 
down by general D’Arcon, in his 
obiervations on fortification, and 
his political confiderations, pub- 
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of the central fchool of public 
works. Profeffional men muit de. 
cide who is in the right. — The 
Architectural Works of Peyre, ” in 
large folio, illuftrated with twent 
plates, have been publifhed by his 
fon, who is a member of the clafs 
of architecture in the national in- 
ftitute, and who has prefaced them 
by an introductory eflay, contain- 
ing a fcientific comparifon of the 
temples of the ancients with the 
churches of the moderns, and fe. 
veral elegant defigns for public 
buildings,. in the ftyle of the an- 
cients.—— The ** Year Book of the 
Lyceum of Arts, for the third 
Year of the French Republic, with 
the Names and Addreffes of the 
Members of the Directory, as well 
as of the Artifts who have obtained 
Prizes,” &c. affords ftriking evi- 
dence of what zeal and perfeverance 
can effect under the moft unfavour: 
able circumftances, and will give 
pleature to every one who has the 
fuccefs of the arts and fciences at 
heart. —** The Aftronomical and 
Nautical Almanack for the fifth 
Year of the French Republic (from 
Sept. 28, 17960, to Sept. 21, 1797), 
publifhed by Order of the Board of 
Longitude,” contains feveral valu- 
able aftronomical papers, and, in 
particular, a catalogue of a thous 
{and circumpolar ftars; a new theory 
of Mercury; anda journal of af- 
tronomy trom 1782, when Bailly’s 
hiitory ends, to 1789, by De La- 
lande.— The « Explanation of the 
Sy {tem of the World, by Peter Si- 
mon la Place, of the National In- 
ftitute of France, and the Board 
of Longitude,” in 2 vol. cannot 
fait of proving acceptabe to the 
votaries of fcience, from the bigh 
ronk which the author fuftains 
among modern geometricians and 
9 aftro- 
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aftronomers. It treats of the ap- 
perent movements of the celeftial 

odies, of their real movements, 
of the laws that regulate their mo- 
tions, of the theory of univerfal 
gravity; and prefents the reader 
with a fucciné hiftory of aftrono- 
my, from the earlieft ages to the 
prefent times. — The “ Refutation 
ef the Pneumatic Theory, or the 
new Syftem of modern Chemiftry, 
by Lamarc,” is an enlarged edition 
of that author’s enquiries into the 
¢aufes of the principal facts in phy- 
fics. — From M. Le Vaillant the 
public has received two numbers 
of his promifed Natural Hiftory 
of African Birds,’’ which are beau- 
tiful and fplendid, and will prove 
highly interefting to ornithologifts. 
— The work enutled ‘* Operative 
Medicine, or an Elementary Trea- 
tife on the Operations of Surgery, 
illuftrated with Plates, by Peter 
Laffus, Profeflor in the School of 
Health at Paris," in 2 vols. and 
the *“ Treatife on Surgical Com- 
plaints, and the Operations which 
are neceffary for their Kemoval, by 
Mefirs.Chopart and Default, Profet- 
fors in the Pra¢tical School of Sur- 
gery,” &c. in2 vols. are both of 
them works of fterling merit, and 
will be found of confiderable uie to 
young practitioners. 

The Hiftorical department of 
French literature offers to us a well 
executed tranflation, by Rene bi- 
net, of profeffor Meiner’s fenfible 
and judicious “ Hiftory of the De- 
clenfion of Manners among the 
Romans,” which treats of the pe- 

iod of Roman hiftory compre- 
bes Be between the defeat of Per- 
feus king of Macedon, and the 
introduction of the imperial office. 
—The “ Revolutions Of India 
during the Eighteenth Century, or 
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Memoirs of Tippeo Saib, Sultan 
of Myfore, written by himfelf,” 
in 2 vols. have been tranflated from 
the Hindoftannee, by Ant. Fantin- 
Defodoards, and are reported to be 
inftruétive, curious and luterefting 
— M. De Lalande in his * Effay 
on the Interior Parts of Africa,” 
maintains, in eppofition to D’An, 
ville, that the Niger aod the Scne- 
gal are the fame river, and treats 
of the practicability of travertfin 
the interior parts of that vatt pen- 
infula, from’ Weft to Eaft. Had 
not the records of the African and 
Eaft-Iudia Companies been un. 
happily deftroyed, they would have 
fupplied the author with numerous 
particulars from which he would 
have been enabled to extradt much 
valuable information on the fubjea 
of this eflay.— The “ Philofophi. 
cal Hiftory of the French Revolu- 
tion, from the convoking of the Noe 
tables by Louis XVI. to the Sepa- 
ration of the Convention, by Ant, 
Fantin-Detodoards,” in 2 vols. is 
an interefting and valuable work, 
written after the manner of Sallutt, 
and with as much impartiality as 
can be expected from a zealous re- 
publican, but who is neither Gi- 
rondift nor Jacobin. It abounds 
in digreffions, fometimes confifting 
of hiftorical parallels, at others of 
general views of things, or difcuf- 
fions of queftions in politics; but 
all connected with the author’s 
main defign. —“ The Hittorvy of 
the Confpiracy of Louis-Philip- 
Jofeph D'Orleans, firft Prince of 
the Blood, &c. by the Author of 
the Hiftory of the Confpiracy of 
Maximilian Robefpierre,” (noticed 
among our articles in Domettic 
Literature) in 3 vols. in point of 
compofition, is written in an able 
and impreflive manner, but is 
T2 gro{sly 
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grofsly defective in the effentials of 
accuracy and impartiality. Many 
parts of it, from their total incon- 
gruity with other reprefentations 
dupported by authentic documents, 
are entitled to no higher character 
than that of romance, and mate- 
rialiy affeé the credit of the whole 
work. — Of David's “ Hiftory of 
the Campaigns of General Piche- 

ru,” and the “* Memoirs for the 
Hittory of the War of La Vendée, 
by Louis Marie Turreau,” we have 
already given an account in our 
View of the Domeftic Literature of 
the prefent year. — The “ Account 
of the Engagements and Events that 
occurred in the Naval War of 1778, 
between France and England; to 
which is added a Sketch of the pre- 
fent War, of the Caufes of the 
Ruin of the Navy, and the Means 
of reftoring it, by Rear-admiral 
Kerguelen,” contains a fimple and 
unadorned journal of the French 
navy during the American war ; 
fevere {trictures on the prefent mi- 
nifter of the marine department ; 
and the advice of one of the beft 
feamen in France for preferving 
the French navy from irretrievable 
ruin, which, as the minifters have 
not thought proper to adopt it, he 
has deemed highly neceflary to be 
laid before the public.— The “ Re- 
fleAtions on the Colony of St. Do- 
mingo, or an Enquiry into the 
Caufes of its Ruin, the Meafures 
adopted to re-eftablifh it, with a 
Sketch of the Plan of Organization 
proper to reftore its ancient Splen- 
dor, addrefled to the Friends of 
Commerce and National Profpe- 
rity,’ in 2 vols. abound in hifto- 
rical information, and. important 
political and economical remarks, 
which will be found interetting to 
readers in general, and merit the 
attention of the French govern- 
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ment on their obtaining entire pof- 
feffion of that ifland. —*“* The Hif- 
toric and Republican Gallery of 
the celebrated Men of all Ages and 
Nations,” is the commencement of 
a feries of volumes intended to form 
a philofophical hiftory of the moft 
celebrated men of former and mo- 
dern times, fages, learned men, 
hardy republicans, and artifans: 
and of the different empires and 
governments, including the princi- 

al epochs of the French revolution. 

he editor defigns to complete it 
in 12 vols. 12mo. illuftrated with 
plates. — M. Dubois’ “ Hiftorical 
Account of Chrift. William La- 
moignon Malesherbes,” is a good 
biographical fketch of a celebrated 
character, whom the editor com- 
pares with the famous Englith 
chancellor More. — The “ Travels 
of two Frenchmen in Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden, Rufha, and 
Poland, performed in 1790-1-2,” 
in 5 vols, are diftinguifhed by no- 
velty and ‘acutenefs of remark, 
boldnefs and impartiality of fenti- 
ment, and contain a valuable fund 
of information for the artift, the 
virtuofo, the merchant, and the 
traveller. —Citizen Damin’s © Tri 
to Chantilly, in Profe and Verfe,’”’ 
will prove an agreeable companion 
to the traveller who may vifit that 
beautiful fcene. 

The lait articles which we have 
to notice in French literature are 
Claffical, Critical, or Mifcellaneous, 
In this number is the firft volume 
of “+ the Works of Xenophon, 
tranflated into French, from the 
printed Editions, and four MSS. in 
the National Library, by Citizen 
Gail, profeffor of Greek Literature 
at the French College, Cambray 
Place. This tranflation is free and 
carefully executed, and accompa- 
nied with the original, together 

with 


with notes and various readings, 
which fhew the editor to be pof- 
fefled of learning, good tafte, 
knowledge of languages, and zeal 
for the improvement of letters, — 
“« The Pronunciation of the French 
Language determined by invariable 
Signs,” is an anonymous work, 
which is faid to poffefs confiderable 
merit, —“* The Works of Montef- 
quieu,” in 5 vols. from the prefs 
of Didot, is the moft complete edi- 
tion which hath hitherto appeared 
of the produ¢tions of that cele- 
brated writer, and is rendered va- 
luable by the notes of Helvetius 
to the firft eight books of the Spirit 
of Laws, and an eulogy of the au- 
thor by D’Alembert.—The vo- 
lume of Maxims, - Thoughts, 
Charaéters, and Anecdotes, by Ni- 
colas Chamfort, one of the Forty 
Members of the French Academy, 
eg by an Account of his 
fe,” by his friend Gingué, 
like moft of the reliquie of cele- 
brated charaéters, contains a mix- 
ture of what is excellent, tolerable, 
and indifferent. The reader will, 
however, from the whole, derive 
much entertainment, particularly 
from the memoirs of the author. — 
«6 Mirabeau’s Letters to Chamfort, 
printed from the Originals by Mira- 
bean’s own Hand,” were written 
during the author’s journey to Eng- 
land, and contain fome bold fketch- 
es of this country, and numerous 
pafflages that give a confiderable 
infight into the charaéter of the 
writer. — * The French Spec- 
tator during the Revolutionary Go- 
vernment, by Citizen De Ja Croix, 
formerly Profeffor of Public Law 
in the Lyceum,” confifts of mifcel- 
laneous effays, fuppofed letters, 
and anecdotes, fome ferious, and 
fome lively, which difplay much 
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ingenuity, good tafte, and juft 
reflection, and uniformly breathe 
a fpirit’ calculated to heal the 
wounds occafioned by civil dif 
cord, and to foften party preju- 
dices. ' 

The following publications will 
both gratify curiofity, and prove 
acceptable to the lover of the fine 
arts; the “ Colle&ion of New 
Dreffes of the Conftituted Au- 
thorities, both Civil and Military,” 
and “ the Drefles of the Repre- 
fentatives of the French People, 
Members of the two Councils, 
Executive Directory, Minifters, 
Courts of Juftice, Meffengers of 
State, and other public Officers,” 
both illuftrated with numerous ele- 
gant plates. The editor of the 
latter ftates in his preface, that 
*“ celebrated artifts have executed 
the new conttitutional dreffes, de- 
figned by tafte and genius, formed 
after the antique, and which are 
at once worthy of republican ftate- 
linefs, and the riches of an opu- 
Jent nation.” —The “ Fables of 
Mancini Nivernois, publifhed by 
the Author,” in two volumes, are 
written in pleafing verfification, 
and are diftinguifhed by juftnefs 
of fentiment, and delicacy of feel- 
ing. 

We clofe our catalogue of the 
productions of France and of Fos 
reign Literature, with the titles of 
the following publications: “ The 
Luciniad, or the Are of Mid- 
wifery, a Didaétic Poem, by M. 
Sacombe; * The Jacobiniad, or 
the Madnefs and Agonies of the 
Jacobins, a Heroi-comic Poem, 
in four Cantos;” * the Adven- 
tures of Anfelm, or Mifcellany of 
Philofophy and Literature,” in four 
volumes; * Amufing Evenings’ 


Entertainments, a Colle&ion of 
Novels, 
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Wovels, from French, Englith, Ger- 
man, and other writers;’’ “ the 
Child of the Carnival,” intended 
to expofe the cruelties of the 
tevolutionary government; and 
James the Fatalift and his Ma- 
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fter, by Diderot,” in two volumes, 
a work which we alfo announced, 
with a variation in the title, in 


productions of 


our lift of the 
Germany. 








